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Christ is born!
These days we have
a lot on our minds.
Schoolchildren
are
being graded, high
schoolers
have
college applications,
college students just
completed their exams
and papers. All await
the results. Adults are
considering year-end
family or professional
budgets
and
December expenses—
hoping to somehow
come out ahead. And
we all wonder: What

was really accomplished
during the past year?
Gleeful on the outside
but exhausted on the
inside. The “Holiday
Season” is upon us.
The
global
political
atmosphere
is
supercharged:
famine
and
mass
killings
in Yemen, wars on
different
continents,
with the persecution
of
Christians,
other
religions, and minorities
in many countries. Тhe
ongoing invasion of
Ukraine,
trade wars,
the apparent unraveling
of the European Union
and western culture, in
general, coming apart.
(continued on next page)
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The world seems bereft
of global leaders with
political vision and moral
authority. And to all this,
we might add conflicts
in families and among
friends that become
particularly visible during
the season when we are
supposed to be together
and happy.
There are indicators that
depression, addictions,
and suicides are on the
rise in the American
population.
Objective
and subjective causes
of anxiety abound: the
absence of a moral
compass,
aggression
in music and movies,
immigration and refugee
crises,
poverty,
the
climate. Many among
us
are
dislocated,
bewildered, and sad.
Much in society is
coming unglued. Things
are not going that well
in the Church…
There is much to mull
over. Often our minds
are overwhelmed by the
flood of technologically
generated
and
disseminated information,
by sensationalized and
polarized news. It is
increasingly difficult to
foster profound relations
when
communication
and
interaction
are
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increasingly virtual, more with our human suffering
“screen to screen” than and
loneliness—from
“heart to heart.”
day one! God is with
us—you and me. He will
Even the good news never abandon us as we
of Christmas is filtered seek to live in holiness,
through the media and dignity,
and
mutual
colored by conflicts and love. “For the mountains
controversies.
may be removed and
the hills may shake, But
In the midst of all this, My loving-kindness will
it is essential to remind not be removed from
ourselves what Christmas you, And My covenant
is really about.
of peace will not be
shaken,” Says the Lord
The Nativity of the Lord who has compassion on
begs to interrupt and you (Isa 54:10)”.
distract us from our
anxiety and alienation The appeal and proposal
in the most gentle and that comes to us in an
vulnerable way. It could Innocent Child could
not be more humble, not be gentler. God’s
hidden, or human.
Word becomes a man.
The Son of God dwells
The Son of God came among us, in this world
into a world that was with all of its beauty and
far from neat, peaceful, challenge (John 1:14).
or welcoming. Jesus
was not born in a royal The Lord could not be
palace, as we sing in any closer to our human
one of our beloved experience. He comes to
Christmas carols. He us in a shepherd’s cave,
immediately met cold inconspicuously, far from
misery in a foul, infested home… for all of us, for
cave. Herod’s bloody our salvation. “For the
violence against children Son of Man has come
led Joseph and Mary to to seek and to save
flee with the newborn that which was lost” (Lk
Babe as refugees to 19:10).
a foreign land. The
homeless Christ, Jesus The first to see Him
the refugee, the helpless were simple folks — the
Infant pursued by a shepherds (Lk 2:8-20).
tyrant is in full solidarity Those called by Biblical
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prophecy to pay homage
— came from afar (Matt
2:1-12). Others — out
of jealousy, fear, and
ambition — sought to kill
Him (Matt 2:16-18). But
most of humanity noticed
nothing at all. How
blessed we are to know,
to see, to hear (Matt
13:16), to celebrate the
Emmanuel — God is with
us (Matt 1:23). “What
then shall we say to these
things? If God is for us,
who is against us? He
who did not spare His
own Son, but delivered
Him up for us all, how
will He not also with Him
freely give us all things?”
(Rom 8:31-32).
This Christmas we wish
all of you a deeply
personal experience of
God’s presence in your
life, in your families and
communities. We wish
you the abiding tranquility
that comes from a
sense that God is near.
A peace experienced
by the shepherds who
heard angels singing
“Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on
earth peace to those on
whom his favor rests” (Lk
2:14).
However, we would like
(continued on next page)

Archeparchy News

CHRISTMAS PASTORAL OF THE UKRAINIAN
CATHOLIC HIERARCHY OF THE USA
(continued from previous page)

to wish you much more.
We hope that you can
carry the news of the
Birth of Jesus to others.
Through your hospitality,
generosity,
mercy,
through your carols and
good word. For “This is
good and acceptable
in the sight of God our
Savior, who desires all
men to be saved and to
come to the knowledge
of the truth. (1 Tim. 2:34). And yet the Scripture
says: “How beautiful are
the feet of those who
preach good news!”
(Rom 10:15).
We propose that this
Christmas we all sit down
and attentively read
the Nativity narrative
(Luke 2:1-20, Matthew
1:18-2:18). Let us do so
quietly, in our homes,

with an icon and candle,
with the starlit sky shining
through the window,
reading alone or with
those dear to our heart.
Let us reflect on the
mystery of a God who
becomes one of us,
and share with others
what we see and hear.
When we share, our joy
doubles. When we bring
encouragement to those
who might be sad, their
sadness is cut in half.
The Mother of God was
called to carry the Word
of God in her womb
and to give birth to the
Messiah in Bethlehem.
Joseph carried the Infant
to safety in Egypt. We
are called to carry His
Salvation to our sisters
and brothers — by our

peace, by our love, by
the way we relate to
those with whom we live
and work.
This
Christmas
we
wish for you that your
family, your profession,
your efforts, your rest
and relaxation may be
permeated with the joy
of the Nativity, no matter
what
your
situation
might be — material or
spiritual.
We have been given
much. We have received
God Himself in our lives!
Having received, let us
give to others so that
peace and joy may reign
on this earth.
We remain your humble
servants in the newborn
Messiah,

“The Way” Holiday Schedule
The first issue of “The Way” in 2020 will be January 12, 2020.
Also, there will be a special issue of “The Way” in English highlighting
Bishop-emeritus John Bura’s Retirement Celebration.
The entire staff of “The Way” greets all
on this joyous Feast of the Nativity of Our
Lord God and Savior, Jesus Christ!

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
DECEMBER 15, 2019
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Христос раждається!
Dear Sisters and Brothers!
I thank you all for the warmth and welcome that you have extended to me in my first
months of service to you. I am deeply moved and inspired by your kindness. Together
with the Lord who comes to us through His Nativity we can overcome our personal and
common challenges. Indeed, we live in unsettled times when much in society and the Church
itself seems to be coming unglued. There is a devastating war in Ukraine. Our culture is
increasingly superficial, vulgar, and violent. People and peoples are increasingly in conflict.
Do not lose hope! The world that the Son of God came into was far from peaceful and
welcoming. As we sing in the Ukrainian carols—Jesus was not born in a royal palace. He
immediately encountered cold misery in a smelly, insect and rat infested stable. Bloody
violence against children led his earthly guardians, Mary and Joseph, to flee with him as
refugees to a distant foreign land. Christ the homeless, Jesus the refugee, the helpless Infant
pursued by a tyrant is in full solidarity with our human suffering and loneliness—from day
one!
З нами Бог! God is with us—you and me. He will never abandon us as we seek to live in
holiness, dignity, and mutual love. May the peace and joy of this mystery fill your hearts and
homes this Christmas.
Thank you for welcoming me!
You will be in my prayers this Nativity and throughout the New Year.
May God bless you!
Gratefully yours in the Newborn Savior,

+Borys (Gudziak)
Archbishop-Metropolitan of Philadelphia for Ukrainian Catholics in the United States
Head, Department of External Church Relations, Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
President, Ukrainian Catholic University, Lviv
DECEMBER 15, 2019
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The Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia
Holds Second Session of the Sobor
On December 7 -8,
2019 the Permanent
Synod of the Ukrainian
Greek Catholic Church,
under the leadership of
His Beatitude Sviatoslav
Shevchuk,
attended
the
Second
Session
of the Archeparchial
Sobor of the Ukrainian
Catholic Archeparchy of
Philadelphia.
The first day of the Sobor,
December 7th, opened
with a Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy at St. Michael’s
Ukrainian
Catholic
Church in Jenkintown,
PA,
with
Main
Celebrant His Beatitude
Sviatoslav
Shevchuk
and
concelebrated
by Bishops of the
Permanent Synod, and
Bishop Andriy Rabiy and
Bishop Paul Chomnycky.
The responses to the
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
we sung by members of
St. Michael’s Ukrainian
Catholic Church Choir in
Jenkintown.

His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk speaks at the end of
the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy at St. Michael’s Ukrainian
Catholic Church, Jenkintown, PA on December 7th

Metropolitan-Archbishop
Borys Gudziak offered
the Homily where he
said, “We are holding a
Sobor and His Beatitude
and the entire Synod
have blessed us to really
focus throughout the
year on the communion
(continued on next page)
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The Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia
Holds Second Session of the Sobor
(continued from previous page)

and unity of our church.“
The Metropolitan also
said how His Beatitude
Sviatoslav
and
the
Permanent Synod came
here to be with us and
it is very important for us
to be here with him. “He
came a very long way,
not just geographically,
to help us be together,”
he added.
At the end of the
Hierarchical
Divine
Liturgy, His Beatitude
Sviatoslav
thanked
all who came and
introduced the Bishops
of
the
Permanent
Synod
including:
Metropolitan
Yevhen
Popowicz,
Ukrainian
Catholic
Archeparchy
of
Przemyzl–Warsaw;
Metropolitan
Borys
Gudziak,
Ukrainian
Catholic
Archeparchy
of Philadelphia; Bishop
Bohdan
Danylo
Ukrainian
Catholic
Eparchy of St. Josaphat
in
Parma,
Ohio,
Auxiliary Bishop Teodor
Martyniuk,
Ukrainian
Catholic
Archeparchy
of Ternopil-Zboriv, and
Bishop Bohdan Dziurakh,
C.SS.R. the secretary of
the Permanent Synod
of the Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Church. Bishops

His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk speaks at the opening of the
Second Session of the Sobor in Jenkintown, PA

(continued on next page)
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Holds Second Session of the Sobor
(continued from previous page)

who also concelebrated
who are not part of
the Permanent Synod
were Bishop Andriy
Rabiy, Auxillary Bishop
of
the
Ukrainian
Catholic Archeparchy of
Philadelphia and Bishop
Paul Chomnycky, OSBM
of Stamford. During his
greeting at the conclusion
of the Divine Liturgy, His
Beatitude Sviatoslav said,
“The Sobor is a sign of
unity of the church.”
Bishop Andriy Rabiy
served as the moderator
at the Opening Session
of the Sobor held in
the hall of St. Michael’s
Ukrainian
Catholic
Church in Jenkintown.
The opening remarks
were made by His
Beatitude
Sviatoslav
who emphasized that,
“The heart of the Sobor
is the unity of all of
us; not only bishops,
clergy, but also laity,
religious, and all those
who compose the body
of Christ; the community
of the church.” He said,
“When the Synod of
Bishops met this year in
Rome, we were trying to
formulate, make more
precise, the theme of our
Patriarchal Sobor which
we will have in Ukraine
next year (to be held
in August 2020). We

DECEMBER 15, 2019

Vespers led
Cathedral
understood in our local
Sobors we have to look
for the answer for three
questions.
1) Where
we are; 2) Who we are;
and 3) How we can be
together.”
After
the
remarks
made by His Beatitude
Sviatoslav, MetropolitanArchbishop
Borys
Gudziak addressed the
delegates of the Sobor.
He thanked everyone
who came to the first
session of the Sobor,
which took place on
October 9th, and he
thanked all those who
came to this second
session.
Metropolitan
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by Bishop Bohdan Dziurakh at the
in Philadelphia on December 7th
Borys Gudziak also Archbishop
Gudziak
thanked all of our also said how he was
deans who organized grateful to His Beatitude
“Soborchickys/
Little Sviatoslav and the Synod
Sobors” in all of their of Bishop who came but
six Deaneries.
The he said there were three
Deaneries
are
1) others who travelled from
Philadelphia Deanery led far away to participate
by Msgr. Peter Waslo, 2) in the Sobor including
Washington Deanery led two from France and
by Fr. Robert Hitchens, 3) one from Italy.
New Jersey Deanery led
by Fr. Taras Lonchyna, Also in his remarks,
4)North
Anthracite Archbishop
Gudziak
Deanery led by Fr. said, “These Sobors are
Nestor Iwasiw, 5) South useful, they are uplifting,
Anthracite Deanery led they are inspiring, they
by Fr. Mykola Ivanov, are uniting, and they
and 6) Lehigh Schuylkill give our laity a voice.”
Deanery led by Fr. John
Seniw.
(continued on next page)
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Following the remarks
made by Archbishop
Gudziak, reports from
all six deaneries were
presented and then the
delegates had small
group discussions to
address topics of the
Sobor.
In addition to the Sobor
meeting, several events
were
organized
for
the Bishops including
meeting with religious
organizations
and
meeting with the children His Beatitude Sviatoslav is greeted by Very Rev. Roman Pitula and
of the Ukrainian Heritage
parishioners of the Cathedral on December 8th
School in Jenkintown.
in Philadelphia led by at the Ukrainian Catholic spoke on the theme of
of
the the gospel reading about
The events of the first Bishop Bohdan Dziurakh. Cathedral
Immaculate Conception, light and said, “You
day of the Sobor
concluded with Vespers The second day of the Philadelphia.
have the light of your
held at the Ukrainian Sobor, December 8th,
community, your parish,
Catholic Cathedral of the began with Matins led by Following the Matins was your Archeparchy. We
Immaculate Conception Bishop Teodor Martyniuk a Hierarchical Divine need a transparency in
Liturgy led by Main our church. We have to
Celebrant His Beatitude be open to others. We
Sviatoslav
Shevchuk have to evangelize with
and Concelebrated with our own witness.
To
Bishops of the Permanent be a light to the world
Synod and Auxillary means bring witness to
Bishop Andriy Rabiy and Christ in today’s world.”
Bishop-emeritus
Basil
Losten.
Responses to A special highlight at
the Hierarchical Divine the conclusion of the
Liturgy were sung by Divine Liturgy was the
Ukrainian
Catholic presentation
of
two
National Shrine of the Order of Metropolitan
Holy Family Choir from Andrey
Sheptytsky
Washington, DC.
Medals- the highest
Matins led by Bishop Teodor Martyniuk at
In his homily, His
the Cathedral in Philadelphia on
Beatitude
Sviatoslav (continued on next page)
December 8th
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award of the UGCC - to
the Metropolitan Andrey
Sheptytsky Institute of
Eastern Christian Studies
and to Mr. Eugene Czolij,
the former President of
the Ukrainian World
Congress.
In the afternoon, a
Testimony of John and
Maria Castillo was given
about the heroic acts of
their son Kendrick who
lost his life by protecting
his classmates in a school
shooting.
Responding
to questions from those
in attendance, John
Castillo said, “Do not
wait too long to educate
your children in faith.”
John Castillo said how
he carries around a
Rosary Card in his wallet
and how his son used
to carry a Rosary Card
too just like him.
To
conclude the Testimony,
Archbishop Gudziak and
the faithful sang Vichnaya
Pamyat in Memory of
Kendrick Castillo.
The day ended with a
Healing Service, during
which six bishops led by
His Beatitude Sviatoslav
anointed all who were
present.

(continued on next page)
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The next session of the Archeparchy
Sobor will be held in Spring 2020.
Adapted from an article in
Ukrainian on http://news.ugcc.ua/
news/u_fіladelfіyskіy_arhiieparhіi_
zavershilasya_druga_sesіya_
arhiieparhіalnogo_soboru_88156.
html

John and Maria Castillo

Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Medal Ceremony

Videos are
posted on the
“Archeparchy
of Philadelphia”
Facebook Page

Photos by:
Teresa Siwak,
Tanya Bilyj,
Tatianna Bilyj

Healing Service held at the Cathedral on December 8th with His Beatitude Sviatoslav,
members of the Permanent Synod of Bishops, and Bishop Andriy Rabiy

DECEMBER 15, 2019
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Solemn Ceremony of Awarding two Medals of
Metropolitan Andrew Sheptytsky
On December 8, 2019 at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia,
PA, His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk presented two "Medals of Metropolitan Andrew Sheptytsky."
The first Metropolitan Andrew Sheptytsky Medal was awarded to the “Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky
Institute of Eastern Christian Studies” in the University of St. Michael’s College in Toronto. The award was
accepted on behalf of the Institute by Right Rev. Dr. Andriy Chirovsky, Founding Director of the Sheptytsky
Institute, and representatives of the Eastern Christian Studies including Very Rev. Dr. Peter Galadza, Director
of the Sheptytsky Institute, and Rev. Andrew Onuferko long-time teacher and employee of the Institute.
The second Metropolitan Andrew Sheptytsky Medal was awarded to Eugene Czolij, Former President of
the Ukrainian World Congress.

Medal being awarded to the “Metropolitan Andrey
Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Christian Studies”

Medal being awarded to Mr. Eugene Czolij

Testimony of John & Maria Castillo about the
heroic life of their son Kendrick
On December 8, 2019 at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia,
PA, the testimony of John & Maria Castillo was given about the heroic life of their son Kendrick who was
killed trying to save other students in a school shooting.
John Castillo spoke about the day his son was killed and spoke about the good moral values of his son
Kendrick. Kendrick always prayed before meals, even if it was just a meal at a fast-food restaurant, he
prayed thanking the Lord for his meal because he knew there were other people in the world who were
hungry and did not have food. John spoke about how his son carried a Rosary Card in his wallet just as
he does; and spoke about how important religion and caring for one another was to Kendrick.
(continued on next page)
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Testimony of John & Maria Castillo about the
heroic life of their son Kendrick
(continued from previous page)

It was a very emotional testimony
and many of the faithful asked
questions and said supportive
comments to John and Maria
Castillo.
At the end of the testimony,
Metropolitan-Archbishop Borys
Gudziak thanked the Castillo's
for sharing the life of Kendrick
with the faithful and everyone
sang Vichnaya Pamyat, Eternal
Memory, for Kendrick Castillo.
After the testimony, a healing
service was offered led by His
Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk
and six Ukrainian Catholic
Bishops. Five of the bishops were
from the Permanent Synod of the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
including Metropolitan Yevhen
Popowicz, Ukrainian Catholic
Archeparchy
of
Przemyzl–
Warsaw;
Metropolitan Borys
Gudziak, Ukrainian Catholic
Archeparchy of Philadelphia;
Bishop Bohdan Danylo Ukrainian
Catholic Eparchy of St. Josaphat
in Parma, Ohio,
Auxiliary
Bishop
Teodor
Martyniuk,
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy
of Ternopil-Zboriv, and Bishop
Bohdan Dziurakh, C.SS.R. the
secretary of the Permanent
Synod of the Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Church. Bishop Andriy
Rabiy, Auxillary Bishop of the
Archeparchy of Philadelphia,
also concelebrated in the
Healing Service.

Metropolitan-Archbishop Borys Gudziak speaks
to John Castillo before the faithful sang
Vichnaya Pamyat/Eternal Memory

John and Maria Castillo during the Healing Service
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St. Josaphat Seminary Hosts Meeting of the
Permanent Synod of the Ukrainian Catholic Church
Washington, DC -- The hierarchs of the Permanent Synod of our Church held meetings at the seminary
on Sunday, December 8 - Thursday, December 12. Patriarch Sviatoslav presided over the meetings. The
bishops also met with representatives of the US State Department, the Catholic University of America, The
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, and Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Christophe Pierre.

Pictured (l-r) Seminarian Kairo Chorne; Bishop Bohdan Dzurakh, Secretary of the Synod of Bishops; Bishop
John Bura, Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia-emeritus; Patriarch Sviatslav Shevchuk, Major Archbishop
of Kiev-Halych; Bishop Bohdan Danylo, Eparch of St. Josaphat in Parma; Bishop Teodor Martyniuk,
Auxiliary Bishop of Ternopil – Zboriv; Father Robert Hitchens, Rector of St. Josaphat Seminary; Archbishop
Borys Gudziak, Metropolitan-Archbishop of Philadelphia; Archbishop Eugeniusz Popowicz, MetropolianArchbishop of Przemysl–Warsaw; Mrs. Lyuba Zelizna, Hostess and Cook; and Seminarian Subdeacon Alex
Bricki.

Archeparchy of
Philadelphia Honors
Bishop-emeritus John Bura
on his Retirement
A retirement celebration was
held on December 4, 2019.
More coverage of Bishop Bura’s
retirement will be in the next issue of
“The Way.”

DECEMBER 15, 2019
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Eighty Years ago the very first edition of
The Way was printed
The very first issue of The Way was published on December 30, 1939. The price was 5 cents. There was
a photo of His Holiness Pope Pius XII on the front page; a photo of Metropolitan Andrew Sheptytsky on
page three; and a photo of His Excellency Bishop Constantine Bohachevsky on page five. There was also
printed a subscription form to The Way for $2.00 and on page 7 & 8, there were advertisements in both
English and Ukrainian. Some of the articles in the premiere edition were:
His Excellency, Our Bishop, Do You Know Him?
Eucharistic Congress in Philadelphia
Do You Know Your Religion?
U.C.Y.L. Convention Committee Elects
The Way was a Ukrainian Catholic weekly, published
by The Apostolate Inc.
A copy of the very first issue is kept at the Treasury
of Faith Museum, located in the basement of the
Immaculate Conception Cathedral, located at 830
N. Franklin Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 19123.
(Museum phone: 215-627-3389)

Scenes from the Cathedral’s
Christmas Bazaar on
November 24, 2019

DECEMBER 15, 2019
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Christmas pageant performed for the 16th year in Frackville
world the Messiah, who
would be named Jesus,
to the visit by the three
Magi or “Wise Men”
their
gold,
FRACKVILLE
—
The bringing
reason for the Christmas frankincense and myrrh
season was on full as gifts to the newborn
display at St. Michael king.
Ukrainian
Catholic
to
our
Church on Sunday as “Welcome
children performed the pageant about the birth
story of the first Nativity. of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ,” said the
Petro
Zvarych,
The parish held its Rev.
16th annual Christmas pastor of St. Michael’s
pageant in the church and St. John the Baptist
Catholic
an hour earlier than in Ukrainian
the past. With the 3 p.m. Church in Maizeville, to
start, the usual lighting of the audience. “It is good
hand-held candles near to see so many of you
the end of the pageant coming to our pageant
showing
your
was not held since the and
light was still strong at support for our children.
There will be many carols
that time.
sung during the pageant.
The program include Please join in and sing
Scripture
readings, along. So welcome and
music, verse and images let the pageant begin.”
of the birth of Jesus Christ
in Bethlehem more than Musical accompaniment
2,000 years ago. About was provided by a brass
20 children from the ensemble, many of them
parish and those related from North Schuylkill
High
to it through familial Junior-Senior
connections participated School.
in the pageant, which was
directed by parishioners To the music of “O
Donna Spotts and Tanya Come All Ye Faithful”
by the brass ensemble,
Meridionale.
the children dressed in
The children played costume walked down
the main the story from the center aisle and took
when Mary received the their places in front of the
announcement from the iconostasis (icon wall).
Archangel Gabriel that
she would bring into the The narrator throughout
BY JOHN E. USALIS
STAFF WRITER
Republican Herald
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Photo: Lindsey Shuey
the program was John
Meridionale,
who
provided the Nativity
narrative between the
carols.
The first scene was Mary
(Lilianna Rettzo) being
visited by the Archangel
Gabriel (Avana Atiyeh),
who said, “The Lord is
with you. Blessed are you
among women. Do not
fear, for you have found
favor with God. Behold,
you shall conceive and
bring forth a son, and
you shall call him Jesus.”

accompaniment on some
songs was provided by
Steve Mazur.
The Holy Family was
visited
by
angels,
shepherds and the Magi,
portrayed by Connor
Holowerty, Evan Damiter
and Logan Damiter.
Near the conclusion of
the program, Meridionale
said, “He was born
in an obscure village,
the child of a peasant
woman. He grew up
in still another obscure
village, where he worked
in a carpenter shop until
He was 30. Then for
three years He was an
itinerant preacher. He
never wrote a book.
He never held an office.
He never had a family
or owned a house. He
didn’t go to college. He
never visited a big city.

Mary sat near the
manger with Joseph
(Brendan
Fetterolf).
Between each narration,
Christmas carols were
sung by the cast and the
audience, making the
program an interactive
one. “O Holy Night”
was sung by students
from Abbey Digris and
Kerrigan Digris. Guitar (continued on next page)
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Christmas pageant performed for the 16th year in Frackville
(continued from previous page)

He never traveled two
hundred miles from the
place he was born. He
did none of the things
one usually associates
with
greatness.
He
had no credentials but
himself. He was only 33
when the tide of public
opinion turned against
him. He friends ran away.
He was turned over to
his enemies and went
through the mockery of
a trial. He was nailed
to a cross between two
thieves. While he was

dying, His executioners
gambled for his clothing,
the only property he had
on earth. When he was
dead, he was laid in a
borrowed grave through
the pity of a friend.
Twenty centuries have
come and gone, and
today he is the central
figure of the human
race and the leader of
mankind’s
progress.
All the armies that ever
marchd, all the navies
that ever sailed, all the
parliaments that ever sat,

all the kings that ever
reigned put together
have not affected the life
of man on earth as much
as that one solitary life.”

the end of the meal,
Saint Nicholas arrived
and took his place at
the front of the room,
where he visited with the
children and distributed
The last carol, “Eternal gifts.
God” (“Boh Predvichny”),
was sung in English and h t t p s : / / w w w .
Ukrainian. The final song republicanherald.com/
was “Let There Be Peace news/children-tell-storyon Earth.”
of-first-nativity-for-16thAt the end of the
pageant, people moved
to the parish hall for a
covered dish social. At

year-1.2569220

Akathist and Liturgy Celebrated at Christendom College
Front Royal, VA—
The Akathist and
Divine Liturgy was
celebrated on the
Eve of the Feast
of the Entrance of
the Mother of God
into
the
Temple
on
Wednesday,
November
20,
at
Christendom
College’s Chapel of
Christ the King. Saints
Joachim and Anna
parishioner and Chair
of the Department
of
Theology,
Dr.
Matthew
A.
Tsakanikas, organized
the observance in
conjunction with his
fall semester course
on Mariology.
Christendom students

Akathist was sung at 4:00 p.m. with students and faculty from
Christendom College and faithful from Saints Joachim and Anna

and faculty, as well Anna participated in
as,
parishioners
of the services. Fr. Robert
Saints Joachim and Hitchens celebrated the
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Children in
Northampton Parish
learn about St. Nicholas
and hold Christmas
Program
On Tuesday, December 3, the Religious
Education Class at St. John the
Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Northampton, PA met in the Church to
hear the story of St. Nicholas.
The children were instructed by the
older students and by teacher, Andrea
Neagle.
Following the presentation the children
were given “gold chocolate coins.”

Then on December 10, the Religious Education Class held their Christmas Program. The children told the
story of the birth of Jesus and sang traditional Christmas Songs in English and Ukrainian.
Family and Friends attended the program
and everyone enjoyed sweet treats and drinks
afterwards.
(Photo at right:) Religious Education Teachers
(L to R: Paulette Yonosh, Mary Hochmiller,
Michelle Barbieri, Lisa Yonosh
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The Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great express their
warmest greetings this Christmas to all our friends and
faithful and thank you for your support.
May God bless you and your families this Christmas and
throughout the 2020! Christ is born! Let us glorify Him.!

Сестри Чину Святого Василія Великого засилають
найщиріші вітання з Різдвом Христовим всім друзям та
вірним, і дякують вам за вашу постійну підтримку.
Нехай Бог благословить вас та ваших рідних цього
Різдва та протягом усього 2020 року. Христос Родився!
Славімо Його!

St. Nicholas Feast Day in Great Meadows

On Sunday, December 8th, St. Nicholas parish in Great Meadows, NJ, held their annual St. Nicholas Feast
Day Celebration after the Divine Liturgy celebrated by Father Wasyl Kharuk. About 100 parishioners and
guests enjoyed a delicious dinner and entertainment put on by the children. St. Nicholas visited the children
and presented them with candy and fruit. A good time was enjoyed by all.
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St. Nicholas Visits Phoenixville

On Sunday, December 8th, St. Nicholas, escorted by three angels, made a stop at Saints Peter and Paul
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Phoenixville, Pa. He was greeted by about twenty children. The children were
happy to receive gifts, and all in attendance enjoyed a good meal and good conversation.

Trenton Parish
Donates Food to Charity
Iryna Signatovych and Fr. Taras Lonchyna next
to the Food Drive at St. Josaphat’s Church in
Trenton, NJ, donated to Catholic Charities
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Holiday Festivities at St. Anne’s in Warrington
Warrington, PA - The weekend of December 1415 was a busy one at St Anne's Ukrainian Catholic
Church. On Saturday, December 14th we held our
Annual Cookie Walk. Thanks to Karen Wiley who
began this fundraiser many years ago, we continue
to have a successful event every year. This year each
baker make 13 dozen of one type of cookie. We
had 56 varieties of delicious cookies along with the
specialty Ukrainian cookies baked by Father, his wife,
and their helpers and the gluten free cookies provided
by The Grain Exchange.
The fun continued on Sunday, December 15th with our
Religious Education students, teachers, and parents
putting on their Annual Christmas Pageant followed
with a Visit from St Nicholas who took time off of his
busy schedule to spend time with our children. Our
Parish Family then gathered in our hall for delicious
homemade potluck dinner. As we prepare to welcome
Our Lord on his birthday, we wish everyone Merry
Christmas / Christ is Born and Happy, Health 2020!
Helene Zadworniak Michalko
St Anne Ukrainian Catholic Church
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St. Charles Seminary hosts Ukrainian-rite Liturgy
By Matthew Gambino
December 6, 2019
In the ornate St. Martin’s
Chapel at St. Charles
Borromeo
Seminary,
many beautiful liturgies
have been celebrated
since its opening in 1928.
Perhaps none were as
elaborate, if unusual
for the seminarians,
than the Divine Liturgy
celebrated
in
the
Ukrainian Catholic rite
Nov. 20 by the spiritual
leader
of
Byzantine
Ukrainian Catholics in Metropolitan Archbishop Borys Gudziak celebrates a Divine Liturgy
the Philadelphia region, November 20, 2019 in St. Martin's Chapel at St. Charles Borromeo
Seminary, Wynnewood, PA. (Photo by Sarah Webb)
Metropolitan Archbishop
Borys
Gudziak
of
the
Archeparchy
of ancient blessing rites with to the liturgy with prayers for the liturgy, and in
Philadelphia.
a great deal of incense, and responses for his prepare it in tenor and
seminarians, bass voices. But Blehl
candles and three-fold fellow
According to the rite, chanted prayers in the training them to actively said the task was not too
a screen of religious nave of the chapel and participate in the liturgy, daunting because many
images forms a distinction at its altar, assisted and
obtaining
the of the tones and the
between those seated in by
Father
Roman portable icon screen for words — sung in English
the congregation and Pitula, rector of the the chapel.
by the presider and
the liturgical mysteries Philadelphia Ukrainian
choir — tend to repeat
celebrated
in
the Catholic Cathedral of the Since all of the liturgy’s throughout the liturgy.
sanctuary. Since such Immaculate Conception, antiphons,
responses
a distinction does not and Transitional Deacon and prayers are to be In his homily Archbishop
typically exist in the Latin Volodymyr Radko.
chanted, a small choir Gudziak referred to
rite, a portable screen of
of a dozen seminarians the holy witness of
two six-foot icons, one of The
Josaphata
deacon,
who was formed under the Blessed
Jesus and the other of completed his seminary direction of seminarian Hordashevska, the first
the Blessed Virgin Mary, formation in Paris, is Allen Blehl, who is in superior of the Sisters
were placed on either attending St. Charles his spiritual year of Servants
of
Mary
side of the chapel’s main Seminary at this time. formation.
Immaculate. The order
altar for the occasion.
For the Ukrainian Mass
he was instrumental in The choir had only two
The
archbishop
led writing a printed guide weeks to learn the music (continued on next page)
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St. Charles Seminary hosts Ukrainian-rite Liturgy
(continued from previous page)

of Ukrainian nuns is not
to be confused with the
Sisters Servants of the
Immaculate Heart of
Mary,
headquartered
locally in Immaculata,
Chester County.

studies toward service in
the Gospel someday as
priests, but he said he
himself was “encouraged
to be here with you in
this community of men
who are daily preparing
yourselves to be where
The late 19th and early that need is great,
20th century in which preparing yourself for
she lived was “a time that
anointment
(in)
of great problems and glory.”
a time of migration —
Irish, Germans, Czechs” The “richness” of the
coming to America, said divine liturgy they were
the archbishop. “It was celebrating
together,
so difficult and almost he said, was “not for
impossible to survive. personal glory but for
There was also a poverty sharing with each other
of soul and spirit (and) a and the community, that
time of high illiteracy (in Christ lives in us.”
which) people couldn’t
read the Gospel.”
The archbishop urged
the
seminarians
“to
Today that level of become people of hope
material poverty does not and charity” and follow
exist, but “it is definitely a the example of the
time of spiritual poverty,
a time when one can
get lonely and get
exhausted,” he said.

apostle St. Paul, “who their name, tilt back their
so fully allowed Christ to head and open their
mouth widely. At that
live in him.”
point the archbishop or
Despite the sufferings that Bishop Timothy Senior,
they may endure in their rector of St. Charles
vocation and ministry, Seminary, used a golden
Archbishop
Gudziak spoon to gently place
said that “any suffering the Communion host — a
experienced in the Lord small bread cube soaked
will
be
transformed in the precious blood —
eternally for us and those into their mouth, not on
we are called to serve.” the tongue.
Following the Liturgy
of the Word, the When the archbishop or
liturgy proceeded in a priest withdrew his hand,
fashion that would be the communicants closed
recognizable to Latin- their mouth and returned
rite Catholics. Reception to their place, instructed
of holy Communion was not to say “amen” after
receiving the Eucharist.
the exception.
As seminarians and
guests approached the
sacrament, they were
instructed through the
printed program to say

https://catholicphilly.
com/2019/12/news/
local-news/st-charlesseminary-hostsukrainian-rite-liturgy/

The motto of Blessed
Josaphata, who built her
order in Ukraine until
her death there in 1919,
could serve as a reminder
for today’s seminarians,
the
archbishop
suggested: “Serve your
people where the need
is greatest.”
Archbishop
Gudziak
not only encouraged
the seminarians in their
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Celebration of Holy Days
734/2019 O
MEMORANDUM
DATE: 9 December, 2019
TO: Pastors/Administrators
FROM: Msgr. Peter D. Waslo, Chancellor
RE: Celebration of Holy Days
Just a reminder for the year 2020, concerning the celebration of holy days and feasts in
the Archeparchy of Philadelphia.
1. HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
a) All Sundays of the year
b) Theophany of Our Lord, Jesus Christ January 6th/January 19th
c) Annunciation of the Mother of God March 25th/April 7th
d) Ascension of Our Lord, Jesus Christ May 21st/May 28th
e) The Apostles, SS. Peter & Paul June 29th/July 12th
f) Dormition of the Mother of God August 15th/August 28th
g) Nativity of Our Lord, Jesus Christ December 25th/January 7th
On these days, one of the Divine Liturgies is to be celebrated for the faithful (Pro
Populo or For the People). A homily is to be preached on these days at all Divine
Liturgies. The tradition of celebrating Vespers should also be re-introduced to enrich the
liturgical life of the parish.
2. OTHER FEASTS
a) Circumcision of Our Lord, Jesus Christ January 1st/January 14th
b) Pratulin Martyrs January 23rd/February 5th
c) Three Holy Hierarchs January 30th/February 12th
d) Encounter of Our Lord, Jesus Christ February 2nd/February 15th
e) Bright Monday April 13th /April 20th
f) Bright Tuesday April 14th/April 21st
g) St. George the Great Martyr April 23rd/May 6th
h) Pentecost Monday June 1st/June 8th
i) Nativity of St. John the Baptist June 24th/July 7th
j) Bl. Nykolai Charnetsky & Others June 27th/July 10th
k) St. Volodymyr the Great July 15th/July 28th
l) St. Elias the Prophet July 20th/August 2nd
m) Transfiguration of Our Lord, Jesus Christ August 6th/August 19th
n) Beheading of St. John the Baptist August 29th/September 11th
o) Nativity of the Mother of God September 8th/September 21st
p) Exaltation of the Holy Cross September 14th/September 27th
q) Falling Asleep of St. John the Theologian September 26th/October 9th
r) Protection of the Mother of God October 1st/October 14th
s) St. Demetrius the Great Martyr October 26th/November 8th
t) St. Michael the Archangel November 8th/November 21st
u) St. Josaphat the Hieromartyr November 12th/November 25th
v) Entrance into the Temple of the Mother of God November 21st/December 4th
w) St. Nicholas the Wonderworker December 6th/December 19th
x) Conception of St. Anne (Immaculate Conception) December 9th/December 23rd
y) Synaxis of the Mother of God December 26th/January 8th

(continued on next page)

DECEMBER 15, 2019

23

Archeparchy News

Celebration of Holy Days
(continued from previous page)

z) St. Stephen the Protomartyr December 27th/January 9th
The faithful are not obligated to attend Divine Services for these days. The clergy are not obligated to
offer a Divine Liturgy for the faithful but should preach a homily on these days. These days are not to
be transferred to Sunday. On all feast days and holy days, anointing/myrovannya should be
celebrated with the faithful.
3. BINATION STIPENDS
If more than one Divine Liturgy is celebrated in a day during the week on these holy days and if three
Divine Liturgies are celebrated on a weekend for the Sunday obligation (Saturday included), then the
second stipend is to be forwarded to the chancery.
4. LITURGY OBLIGATIONS
A Bination Divine Liturgy is to be offered on the Sunday closest to the date of death of each of the
following Hierarchs, with mention made in the parish bulletin:
a) +Metropolitan Constantine Bohachevsky January 6th
b) +Bishop Soter Ortynsky, O.S.B.M. March 24th
c) +Bishop Jaroslav Gabro March 28th
d) +Bishop John Stock June 29th
e) +Bishop Walter Paska August 16th
f) +Bishop Michael Kuchmiak, C.S.s.R. August 26th
g) +His Beatitude, Josyf Cardinal Slipyj September 7th
h) +Metropolitan Ambrose Senyshyn, O.S.B.M. September 11th
i) +His Beatitude, Myroslav Ivan Cardinal Lubachivsky December 14th
j) +Metropolitan Joseph Schmondiuk December 25th
In each parish a Divine Liturgy is also to be celebrated for the repose of the soul of a
priest of the Archeparchy upon his falling asleep.
No stipend is to be drawn from the parish accounts or taken for any of these memorial
Divine Liturgies.
5. GREAT FAST
The weekdays of the Great Fast are aliturgical whereas no Divine Liturgy should be
celebrated except for the Feast of the Annunciation. On Wednesday and Friday of the
Great Fast, the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts is to be celebrated. Typika may be used
the other days. For funerals, the text used by the New Jersey Protopresbyterate may be
utilized.
The Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great is to be celebrated for Sunday Liturgies during
this time.
During Holy Week, the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts are to be celebrated Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday. There is no Divine Liturgy celebrated on Good Friday and
Holy Saturday. On Holy Saturday evening, Vespers with the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil
the Great is to be celebrated.
6. FASTS
The following are Days of Fast and Abstinence (abstaining from meat, eggs, and dairy
products) in the Ukrainian Catholic Church:

(continued on next page)
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a) Monday of the First Day of the Great Fast February 24th/March 2nd
b) Good Friday April 10th/April 17th
The following are Days of Fast (abstaining from meat):
a) Eve of Theophany January 5th/January 18th
b) Holy Saturday April 11th/April 18th
c) Beheading of St. John the Baptist August 29th/September 11th
d) Exaltation of the Holy Cross September 14th/September 27th
e) Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, December 24th/January 6th
f) Every Friday during the year except for January 3rd, February 7th, April 17th, June 5th,
December 25 th/January 10th, January 17th, February 14th, April 24th, June 12th
This is obligatory for all Ukrainian Catholics between the ages of 14 and 59

Holidays/Feast Day

THE ICON OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST
“Your birth, O Christ our
God, has shed upon the
whole world the LIGHT of
knowledge; for through
it, those who worshipped
the stars have learned
from a star to worship
the Sun of Justice and
to recognize You as
the Orient from on
high. Glory be to You,
O Lord.” – Christmas
Tropar
The Icon of the Nativity
calls us all to praise and
glorify the holy Birth
of Our Lord God and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
During
the
Vespers
for the Feast, we sing:
“What shall we bring to
You, O Christ, Who for
our sake, was born on

earth as man?”
All creation rejoices
and gives thanks. The
Angels, who constantly
glorify God in Heaven,
offer songs, and hymns
of PRAISE to the newborn King. The Heavens
offer a star shining bright.
The Wise men (Magi),
representing the learned
and wise, present gifts:
gold, frankincense and
myrrh. The Shepherds,
representing
humble
mankind, offer wondrous
amazement. The earth
provides a cave. The
wilderness provides a
manger and from us
(humankind) is the Virgin
Mary.

DECEMBER 15, 2019

25

The
icon
is
a was born of Mary in
representation
of
a order to save mankind
sacred event – the from sin. Icons represent
Fulfillment of the Promise events, personages in the
made by God to one spiritual realm. The icon
day send a Savior, the is an art-form that aids
Messiah
long-foretold
by the Prophets. Jesus (continued on next page)
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THE ICON OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST
(continued from previous page)

the Ukrainian carol, we
sing of heaven and earth
being reunited in the
person of Jesus Christ.

us in getting a glimpse
into the mysteries of the
FAITH.
In the Icon of the Nativity,
we notice the contrast
between darkness and
Light.
The darkness
(black mouth) of the cave
symbolically represents
fallen mankind and the
world after Adam and
Eve had fallen into sin.
With the Birth of the
Christ-Child, the Sun of
Righteousness, the Light
shines brightly. For Christ
, Divine Wisdom, indeed
illuminates for us all the
PATH back to God, our
Heavenly Father.
The
Christ-Child later in His
life would die on the
Cross and rise on the
third day, opening wide
the gates to Heaven. In

Mary, the Virgin Mother,
is depicted in a halfsitting position, supported
by a hammock-style
bed. The early Jewish
travelers would employ
such a bed. Also, in the
Icon there is noticeably
absent any sign of
suffering or pain which
accompanied
childbirth. The Virgin-birth is
depicted as “serene.”The
Angels from the Heavens
announce the good
news of salvation to the
shepherds and to all
mankind.

Christ-Child. Let all that
breathes give praise
and glory to the Lord
God as written in the
Old Testament Book of
Psalms. The mountains,
hilly terrain, are a
backdrop for th Icon’s
depiction of the Birth.
In the Old Testament
prayer of the holy
Prophet Habakkuk, we
read: “God comes from
Teman, the Holy One
from Mount Haran.”
(Heb. 3)

In the bottom left corner
Joseph
is
depicted
sitting in painful thought,
trying to comprehend
the great mystery of Our
Lord’s birth. The devil in
the guise of an old bentOx and donkey as well over shepherd attempts
as sheep welcome the to trouble Joseph with

doubts and suspicions. In
the opposite corner are
two women bathing the
Christ-Child. This shows
us the true humanity of
Christ. Across from the
image of Joseph is the
Tree of Jesse as a symbol
of the human ancestry,
forefathers of Christ.
May this Christmas truly
be a joyous and blessed
celebration of our Lord
and Savior’s Birth. For
God Eternal is with us.
Christ is Born! Glorify
Him!
Rev. D. George
Worschak,
Assistant Editor

HOLY SUPPER (СВЯТИЙ ВЕЧІР)
On
Christmas
Eve, there is the custom
amongst Ukrainians to
celebrate a family meal
called ”Holy Supper.”
The home is especially
clean. Festive clothing
is worn. The table is set
with embroidered linen,
the finest china and lit
candles. Under the table
and under the tablecloth
may be strewn some
hay.
Ukrainians

have
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the custom of placing
an extra setting at the
table to remember and
honor all the deceased
members of the family.
Kolach, the Christmas
bread is placed in the
center of the table. This
bread is braided with
three
rings.
“Three”
symbolizes the three
distinct divine persons
of the Most Blessed
Trinity: Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. The circular
rings symbolize Eternity,
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which is never-ending. A
didukh, sheaf of wheat
stalks, is placed under
the icons in the home.
The stalks of grain
represent all the family
ancestors, whose spirits,
it is believed, join in the
festive family celebration.

carol, “God Eternal.”
The task of sighting the
First Star is usually given
to the youngest family
members, the children.
Prosphora (bread) is
dipped into honey and
distributed by the head of
the household or eldest
member to each family
With
the member in attendance.
appearance
of
the Each member is greeted
First Star in the eastern with the words: “Christ
evening
sky,
Holy
Supper begins with the
singing of the Christmas (continued on next page)
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HOLY SUPPER (СВЯТИЙ ВЕЧІР)
(continued from previous page)

poppy seed and honey
(sometimes
including
walnuts and raisins) is
considered the main
dish of Holy Supper.
Meatless soups, such
as borscht (beet) and
Kutya, the boiled mushroom may also be
Various types
kernels of wheat with served.
is Born!” To which, the
response is “Glorify Him!”
This custom of communal
sharing of bread and
honey is done even in
pre-Christian time.

of fish, such as herring
and fried file, may also
be served.
Another
popular dish is varenyky
(Pyrohy).
Varenyky
come in a number of
varieties: potato, cheese
or cabbage. Meatless
holubtsi (stuffed cabbage)

is another native dish.
Garlic is cut up and
distributed. Uzvar (fruit
compote) is frequently
served towards the end
of the meal along with
desserts.

Catechism

Theophany
197 At the baptism of Jesus Christ in the Jordan, the public ministry of the
Saviour begins (see Mt 3; Mk 1). John the Baptist points to Christ in the Jordan
and identifies Him as the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world”
(Jn 1:29). During the baptism of Jesus, the Most Holy Trinity is made known:
“Worship of the Trinity was revealed; the voice of the Father bore witness
to You, naming you the beloved Son, and the Spirit in the form of a dove
confirmed the word’s certainty.”167 “The voice of the Father” is the voice of the
Heavenly Father, and the “Spirit in the form of a dove” is the Holy Spirit, who
descends upon Christ, revealing him to be the Son of God. For this reason,
Church tradition refers to the Baptism of Jesus Christ as the Theophany (from
the Greek, meaning divine appearance).
198 The Theophany at the Jordan is liturgically connected with the feast of the Nativity. In her celebration
of both these events, Church tradition emphasizes that both the Incarnation and the Baptism of the Lord
are when God appears (in Greek, theophania). In accordance with the text of the Great Blessing of Water
at Theophany, “in the preceding feast we have seen you as a babe, and in this present feast as perfect
human, appearing as our perfect God.” At the Nativity, God the Word “was born,” but now he “appears
in the flesh to the human race.” At the Nativity, the “Sun of Righteousness” rose, and now it “shines forth.”
In the liturgical tradition of the Church, the feast of Theophany is also called the feast of Illumination. The
sticheras of the feast of Theophany elucidate the bond between the feasts of the Nativity and Theophany:
What was announced by the angel is now announced to the people by the Baptist; the spilling of infant
blood caused Bethlehem to become childless, but through the sanctified waters of baptism, the Jordan now
has many children. What was announced by the star to the Magi in Bethlehem is now revealed to the world
by the Father himself.
Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic Church: Christ Our Pascha, #197-198

DECEMBER 15, 2019

27

Children’s Corner

A Visit from
the Kubi

had settled here. We were small enough to not
have to memorize any lines, just a song in Old
Slavonic which we sang with all our hearts. We

When I was a little girl I was lucky enough to

had often heard of how the men of the village

have gone to a mission church near my home

in Europe would travel from house to house

with many other young families who had a true

after Holy Supper on Christmas eve, carrying a

love for tradition. Many in the congregation,

miniature church, reciting the same lines and

like my own mother, were new to the traditions

singing the same songs. They would be offered

of the Byzantine Church, but recognizing their

a drink and some food as they went, joyfully

richness and beauty, they were eager to learn

spreading the message that the angels had once

them and teach them to us children. One of my

given to the shepherds on that other cold night.

fondest Christmas memories was of wearing a

My grandparents came to watch us at the church

white angel’s robe and stovepipe hat, both made

after Liturgy, smiling as they heard the familiar

by my mother, with gold ribbon wound about me

message, this time said in the unfamiliar English.

in an X-shape. My sisters were similarly dressed,

Perhaps they remembered having seen this as a

and my brother was dressed as a little shepherd.

child, or even participated in it as we were doing.

We were in an ancient Nativity play, one we

Perhaps they thought they might never witness

had heard many stories about as having been

this event again in their lifetime.

performed in the old country, before our families

> Continued on next page
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(All Shepherds enter the home.)

Bethlehem, where God has been born as Man.
We will leave our sheep here. The Lord will look

Cont.

after them for us. On our way we can sing a hymn
to God.
(The shepherds stand around the church and
sing: Eternal God, Boh Predvicnyj.) After singing
of the carol, the shepherds kneel one at a time
before the church.)

FIRST SHEPHERD: Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
(Christos Razdajetsja!) (Slavite Jeho!) Good
afternoon (evening) As you see, I am not alone.
My friends and I are shepherds and we come
from the land of Bethlehem. We brought with us
the manger of Bethlehem; in it rests the newlyborn Savior of the world, the Son of God. We
would like to tell you the story of the birth of
Jesus in Bethlehem.
OLD SHEPHERD: Gather around me, my friends,
and I will tell you what happened to me while I
tended my flock. A brilliant light appeared in the
heavens and brightened the fields around me.
(Outside... The angels begin singing: Angels from
Heaven, So Nebes Anhel.)
OLD SHEPHERD: I seemed to hear angelic
voices in the air. I did not understand it but
somehow I felt that something very special was
happening.
(The angels, while still singing, enter the house,
carrying the church. When the shepherds see the
angels, they fall to their knees. The angels, still
singing, place the church down and complete
their song.)
OLD SHEPHERD: Rise my fellow shepherds.
The angels have come from heaven to us poor
and simple shepherds to announce the joyous
news that in Bethlehem we will find the promised
Messiah, the Savior whom men have been
waiting for since God’s promise in Paradise.
THIRD SHEPHERD: Let us go there so that we
might glorify Him.

FIRST SHEPHERD: O Jesus, my Savior, grant my
prayer. I am but a poor shepherd, but I do have
faith in You. Grant, O Lord, that I would remain
faithful to You all my life.
SECOND SHEPHERD: O Jesus, my life’s Joy,
shower me with Your blessings and grant what I
pray for. My Lord, my only possession is hope in
You. Strengthen that hope always.
THIRD SHEPHERD: O Lord, like the others, I
too came here to worship You. My only gift is my
love; I offer it to You. Grant that my love for You
would ever grow and grow.
FOURTH SHEPHERD: Look down upon me with
mercy, 0 Savior. You have brought salvation to
men of all ages. Grant, I pray, that I too may be
saved.
OLD SHEPHERD: O Lord, your aged servant
humbly bows before You. Bless us, O dear Jesus,
all men, the entire world. Fill men’s hearts with
Your love that they would love each other. With
this beautiful hymn we offer You glory.
(All shepherds rise and sing: Heaven and Earth,
Nebo I Zemla. After the carol, the old shepherd
speaks.)
OLD SHEPHERD: My dear fellow Christians, we
are deeply grateful for your warm reception. Our
sincere ‘Thank You’ and the best of wishes of
this Holy Christmas Season. May the good Lord
Jesus, grant you all you need. May He bless you
with health and happiness. May these gifts of the
Lord be yours for many years.

OLD SHEPHERD: Yes, my friends, let us go to

- Written by Lynne Wardach
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ANGEL #1

ANGEL #2

OLD SHEPHERD

1ST SHEPHERD

2ND SHEPHERD

3RD SHEPHERD
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December Saints Crossword puzzle
1

2
4

3
5

6

7
8

9

10

DOWN

1. THE SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY, WE COMMEMORATED

ACROSS

THE HOLY RIGHTEOUS DAVID THE KING, JOSEPH THE

5. ST. STEPHEN THE ARCHDEACON, COMMEMORATED

BETROTHED, AND JAMES THE _________OF THE LORD.

DECEMBER 27, IS ALSO KNOWN AS THIS, WHICH MEANS

2. THE SUNDAY OF THE HOLY ________, WHICH FALLS ON

'FIRST MARTYR'.

8. THE HOLY GREAT-MARTYR ___________, REMEMBERED ON

DECEMBER 22, WAS THE DISCIPLE OF ANOTHER SAINT AND
MARTYR, ST. CHRYSOGONUS.

DECEMBER 15 THIS YEAR, REMEBERS THE ANCESTORS OF
CHRIST ACCORDING TO THE FLESH.

3. THIS HOLY GREAT-MARTYR, COMMEMORATED DECMEBER
4TH, LIVED DURING THE REIGN OF EMPEROR MAXIMIAN

10. ST. LUCY OF SYRACUSE, THE VIRGIN-MARTYR

COMMEMORATED ON DECEMBER 13, IS OFTEN INVOKED
FOR AFFLICTIONS OF THE _______.

AND WAS RENOWNED FOR HER BEAUTY.

4. OUR HOLY FATHER ST. NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER
WAS BISHOP OF THE CITY.

6. THIS SAINT, REMEMBERED ON DECEMBER 7, WAS BISHOP
OF MILAN, AND A VALIANT DEFENDER OF THE CHRISTIAN
FAITH.

7. THIS PROPHET FROM THE BIBLE, COMMEMORATED

DECEMBER 17, IS REMEMBERED WITH THE THREE HOLY

YOUTHS WHO WERE THROWN INTO THE FIERY FURNACE.
9. THIS HOLY SAINT, WHOM WE COMMEMORATE THIS
MONTH, IS THE MOTHER OF THE THEOTOKOS.

WORKSHEETS ALSO AVAILABLE AT BYZIMOM.COM!
MAY BE PRINTED AND SHARED FOR EDUCATIONAL USE. NOT TO BE USED FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED BYZIMOM.COM © 2019
ARTWORK BY LILLIAN BARON © 2019

DECEMBER 15, 2019

31

Children’s Corner

CAUGHT YOU LISTENING
December 17, 2017
GOSPEL: LUKE 14: 16-24

Excuses, excuses! The excuses given for not attending the banquet in today’s
Gospel were all valid, but God wants us to come eagerly to his party!
Circle the five places the servants went to find eager guests.
Check your Bible to see if you’re right.
highways
city
lanes
cafés
swings
villages
parkways
roads
airports
beaches
interstates
streets
hedges
benches
bridges
driveways

homes
stores

December 24, 2017
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 1: 1-25

Today’s Gospel is a family tree! Use your Bible to help answer the questions.
My father’s name:
My grandmother’s name:
My great-grandfather’s name:
A person in Jesus’ family tree whose name starts with:
R _______________
S ________________
H _______________

Z ________________

E ________________

December 31, 2017
GOSPEL: MARK 1:1-8

John the Baptist was the greatest Old Testament prophet.
Underline the Old Testament books of the Bible in the list below.
Mark
Genesis
Isaiah
Acts
Daniel
Judith
Amos
I Peter

Leviticus
Romans
Jeremiah
Philippians
I Kings
Joshua
Judges
Revelation

Exodus
Colossians
Ephesians
Ruth
2 Corinthians
Nehemiah
2 Timothy
Jude

Luke
Galatians
2 Samuel
Ezekiel
Titus
James
John
Jonah
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Blue BELT OF TR
and

If you
helped at a hospital,
thank St. Basil the Great. This Byzantine

VERSES:
HEBREWS 4:12
FOR THE WORD OF GOD IS LIVING
AND ACTIVE, SHARPER THAN ANY
TWO-EDGED SWORD, PIERCING TO
THE DIVISION OF SOUL AND SPIRIT,
OF JOINTS AND MARROW, AND
DISCERNING THE THOUGHTS AND
INTENTIONS OF THE HEART.
PSALM 119:9-11
HOW CAN A YOUNG MAN KEEP
HIS WAY PURE? BY GUARDING IT
ACCORDING TO THY WORD.
WITH MY WHOLE HEART I SEEK THEE;
LET ME NOT WANDER FROM THY
COMMANDMENTS!
I HAVE LAID UP THY WORD IN MY
HEART, THAT I MIGHT NOT SIN
AGAINST THEE.

bishop did so much more than defeat
the Arian heresy or write the magnificent
liturgy still in use today.
St. Basil lived in the early fourth
century, not long after Emperor
Constantine legalized Christianity. Taking
advantage of this new freedom, St. Basil
implemented Christ’s teachings on a large
scale. He built a city called “New City,”
entirely designed for the poor, sick and
travelers.
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Who invented

•Me

THIS MONTH’S STAND & STAND JR.
VERSES. SUBMIT A VIDEO OF YOURSELF
RECITING THE VERSES TO BYZIMOM.
COM TO UNLOCK THE NEXT PART OF
YOUR ARMOUR!
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ium•
zant

STAND

MEANWHILE...

nursing homes and orphanages from. In
many places today, governments fund

JUNIOR VERSES (6YRS & BELOW):
PSALM 119:11
I HAVE LAID UP THY WORD IN MY
HEART, THAT I MIGHT NOT SIN
AGAINST THEE.
HEBREW 13:1
LET BROTHERLY LOVE CONTINUE.

-Written By Judith Jolma

these services. But for most of history,
they were entirely operated by religious
orders.
All thanks to one man and his
practical obedience to Christ.
-Written by Judith Jolma
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Holy Land Trip
(continued from previous page)

WHAT’S THE
COST?
Land and Air
$3395.00
Land Only

$2495.00
Solo Traveler

(Additional Cost)

$795.00
Prices are valid only if the deposit is
received no later than June 26, 2020
Final payment due August 10, 2020
Capernaum Sea Of
Mediterranian
Sea
Galilee
Mt. Carmel
Cana
Nazareth
Caesarea
Samaria

Tel Aviv

Jerusalem
Ein Karem

Bethlehem

EGYPT

Dead
Sea

HOLY
LAND JORDAN
= Start City

= End City

This active program
covers a good amount
of ground each day.
You need to be able to
walk for 60 minutes
straight and on
uneven surfaces.
Some stairs will be
encountered.
This itinerary was created taking into
account the “Holy Land Pilgrimage
Guidelines” of the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB).

DECEMBER 15, 2019

ITINERARY
Sunday, October 11, Day 1: DEPART U.S.A

• Depart from on an overnight flight to Tel Aviv via JFK International airport. Dinner and
breakfast are served on the plane.

Monday, October 12, Day 2: ARRIVAL in TEL AVIV – NAZARETH
• We meet our Christian tour guide and transfer to the hotel in Nazareth
• Relaxing dinner and a good night’s rest.

Tuesday, October 13, Day 3: : MT. TABOR – CANA – NAZARETH

• Open buffet breakfast
• This morning travel Mt. Tabor where we visit the Church of Transfiguration and have Divine
Liturgy
• We visit Cana of Galilee and the Wedding Church, where couples can renew their vows.
• Depart for Nazareth
• Lunch on our own
• Visit the Church of the Annunciation, including the archeological museum next door to the
church.
• We then walk a short distance to Mary’s Well, where Angel Gabriel appeared to the Virgin
Mary and the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church.
• Open buffet dinner and overnight in Nazareth.

Wednesday, October 14, Day 4: SEA OF GALILEE

• Open buffet breakfast at the hotel
• Start the day with a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee.
• Continue to visit Jesus’ hometown Capernaum
• Visit the Greek Orthodox Church of the Holy Apostles
• Visit Mt of Beatitudes Then we visit the Church of Multiplication of Fish and Loaves and
Peters Primacy (John 21)
• Lunch – of St Peter Fish (Included)
• Return to your hotel
• Open buffet dinner and overnight in Nazareth.

Thursday, October 15, Day 5: NABLUS – MT. GERAZIM – BETHLEHEM

• Open buffet breakfast
• Check out of the hotel and depart for Nablus to visit the Melkite Church in Nablus and see
Jacob’s well. Then we start the ascent to Mt. Gerazim, meeting the Samaritan community
living on this mountain for almost 2500 years.
• Check into our hotel
• Open buffet dinner at hotel and overnight in Bethlehem

Friday, October 16, Day 6: BETHLEHEM – SHEPHERD’S FIELD –
ST. SABA MONASTERY

• Open buffet breakfast
• This morning we start the day with a visit to the Church of the Nativity to see the place
where Our Lord Jesus Christ was born and to walk through the door of Humility
• We see the relics of the Holy Crib recently donated to the Christians of the Holy Land by
the Vatican
• Stop at Shepherd’s Field – Greek Catholic Church of Shepherd Field for Divine Liturgy
• Lunch on our own
• This afternoon we have time for a visit to St. Saba’s Monastery followed by shopping in a
Christian store
• Open buffet dinner at hotel and overnight in Bethlehem

Saturday, October 17, DAY 7: MT. OF OLIVES & MT. ZION

• Open buffet breakfast
• Visit the Ascension Chapel; then, we drive by Bethpage, where Jesus started his
Palm Sunday walk.
• Our next stop is the Church of Pater Noster where Jesus taught the Lord’s Prayer – today
we see the prayer in over 160 languages,
• Continue for a panoramic view from the Mt of Olives – seeing the eternal golden city –
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Фестиваль
Українських Різдвяних Колядок
Неділя, 12-го січня 2020 року Божого
о 3-й годині пополудні
в Українському Католицькому Архикатедральному Соборі
Непорочного Зачаття
830 Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA
Будемо щиро вдячні за ваш щедрий добровільний даток на Катедру

Festival
of Ukrainian Christmas Carols
Sunday, January 12, 2020 at 3:00 PM
at the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchial Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception
830 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA
Donations to support the Cathedral will be greatly appreciated
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New Year’s Eve celebration — 2020 — to be held at the
Banquet Hall at the Immaculate Conception Cathedral in
Philadelphia on December 31st at 8:00pm.
Come celebrate with us!
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Jan 19,
2020

PHILADELPHIA
Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center

1:30 pm

живий звук!

Byzantine Church Supplies
Address: 810 North Franklin St.
Philadelphia, PA 19123
Phone: 215 -627-0660
Email: byzsupplies@yahoo.com
website: http://ukrcathedral.com/byzsup/
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
byzantineChurchSupplies/
Store Manager - Mrs. Myroslava Demkiv

Квитки ($30 попередній продаж,
$35 при вході) та інформація:

Наші партнери:
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy
of Philadelphia

215-635-1555 або 267-333-0100

Місце

Український Освітньо-Культурний Центр / 700 Cedar Rd., Jenkintown, PA 19046

THE PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION
Your Ukrainian Catholic
Fraternal Life Insurance and Benefit Society

ATTENTION!
Parishes, Charities, Societies
Non-profits & Foundations
Deposit Agreement Accounts
Paying

1912
Fraternity
2019

3.25% Interest Rate
Guaranteed minimum rate of 3.00% for life of contract
Rates will increase automatically when economic circumstances warrant
Principal and interest growth guaranteed

Providence Association
Phone: (877) 857-2284  E-mail: sales@provassn.com
www.provassn.com
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CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV
Most Reverend Archbishops and Metropolitans,
God-loving Bishops, Very Reverend Clergy, Venerable Monastics,
Dearly Beloved Brothers and Sisters,
in Ukraine and throughout the world
Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy! Lk 2:10

Christ is born!
Glorify Him!
Beloved in Christ!
Today
the
angels
in heaven sing and
celebrate, all creation
is filled with joy, for the
Saviour and Lord is born
this day in Bethlehem of
Judea. This joy, which
we especially experience
with today’s illustrious
feast, is an integral
part of being for every
believing Christian, a
visible sign and fruit
of God’s unceasing
presence. The joy of
the Saviour’s coming on
earth dissipates all the
fears and uncertainties
of human life, for “God
is with us,” once and for
all!
In the Gospel narrative
the light of God’s
presence initially causes
fear, as a human being
by nature is afraid of the
unknown, the unexpected
or the uncertain: “And in
the same region there
were shepherds out in
the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night.
And an angel of the Lord

appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and
they were filled with fear”
(Lk 2:8-9). But the word
spoken by the angel
“Fear not!” and the good
news about the birth of
the Saviour takes away
that fear: “And this will
be a sign for you: you
will find a baby wrapped
in swaddling cloths and
lying in a manger” (2:12).
The shepherds readily
go to the place indicated
by the angel, there they
bow before the newborn
Saviour, and in turn,
themselves
become
proclaimers of joy.
The Newborn Saviour
is the incarnate Love of
God, who as the only
and eternal source of joy
dispels fear. Authentic
love is not a temporary or
passing human emotion,
but a life-giving power,
the expanse of life,
given and guaranteed
by God Himself. Only
in the space of Divine
love and joy can human
beings fully live, develop,
and be themselves. God
does not desire for His
creation to be afraid,
and thus in the Nativity,
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He comes to us as a
vulnerable child. The Son
of God allows Himself
to be laid on hay in
a manger, He allows
Himself to be embraced
by human hands, to be
fed at the human breast
of the Mother of God.
The Almighty God, who
needs nothing, makes
Himself needy, helpless,
and dependent on the
warmth and tenderness
of human love! Today
He makes us capable
of opening our embrace
to God and neighbour
without fear.

Him. They hide before
their God and Lord,
as once did Adam in
paradise following his
sinful fall. We read in the
book of Genesis: “But
the LORD God called to
the man and said to him,
‘Where are you?’ And he
said, ‘I heard the sound
of you in the garden,
and I was afraid…’”
(3:9-10). The life of a
person without God’s
love is transformed into
“a space of anxiety and
restlessness.” A human
being, having distanced
himself or herself from
the face of God, falls into
a place of constant fear
for their life in the face of
death. It is this fear that
is the tool of evil, which
inevitably takes over and
paralyzes a person, takes
away his or her freedom,
deprives them of joy and
hope. A person without
God is also afraid of his
or her neighbour, the
foreigner, the emigrant,
as subconsciously they
see them as competitors
for their illusory space
of security and plenty.
In the end, such persons
fear themselves, their

So, where does this
fear
come
from?
Above
all,
humans
are fearful because,
being separated from
God through sin, they
feel abandoned and
lonely: confronting the
unknown world alone
and unprotected before
its hostility. When people
are closed to the love
of their Creator, they
are fearful of Him,
erroneously perceiving
God as a hostile and
foreign power, which
seemingly might threaten
them, and so they seek
to build their life without (continued on next page)
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CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV
(continued from previous page)

weaknesses
and
limitations. They are
afraid of failing to fulfil
the
expectations
of
others, they are afraid
of being a failure in
learning and work in the
context of increasingly
aggressive competition
in the world. And so
today the voice of the
heavenly angel resounds
in our present night of
fear and insecurity: “Fear
not, for behold, I bring
you good news of great
joy!” (Lk 2:10).
The Son of God was
born in a human body
in order to overcome
the very reason for a
person’s alarm, fear,
and uncertainty. This
day, in His Nativity,
with His liberating divine
love He enters into the
cold and dark cave of
human existence, into
our world, increasingly
filled with anxiety, into
our personal expanse
of life. He is born in our
midst in order to remove
the paralyzing power of
our contemporary fears
and anxieties, and to say
to the person of the XXI
century, to say to each
one of us: “Fear not!”
We read of this in the
Epistle to the Hebrews:
“Since therefore the
children share in flesh
and blood, he himself
likewise partook of the
same things, that through
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death he might destroy
the one who has the
power of death, that is,
the devil, and deliver all
those who through fear
of death were subject to
lifelong slavery.” (2:1415).
Christmas is the source
of victory over today’s
fears: fear of the future
and the unknown, fear
of others, fear of death.
In celebrating the birth
of our Saviour, His
joyful entrance into the
horizons of humanity
today, let us not allow
anyone to frighten us.
The word of angels
spoken today “Fear not!”
is also directed to the
Ukrainian people in the
midst of the challenges
we face in this historical
period of our nation’s
existence. If “God is
with us” then who can
frighten us, take away
or imprison our will to
defend our country and
people, our desire for
true justice, dignity, and
liberty? St. John writes:
“There is no fear in love,
but perfect love casts
out fear. For fear has to
do with punishment, and
whoever fears has not
been perfected in love.
We love because he first
loved us” (1 Jn 4:18-19).
Christmas
in
the
unification of God with
humankind: God Himself
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with those who fearlessly
stand on the frontlines and
defend our country. On
the occasion of this feast, I
express my gratitude and
impart my blessings on
our battle-worn veterans.
May the words of our
carol-koliadka speak to
the heart of each of you:
Let us imitate
the shepherds,
Let us bow to the
One Born
That He deign to
grant us peace
Transform sorrows
into joy,
Dear Brother and Sisters.
For those who believe,
With Christ’s birth, I
who believe in Him
sincerely greet you all:
(Vselennaya Veselysia)
those in Ukraine and
abroad,
those
who
celebrate together with From the bottom of my
loved ones and those heart, I wish all of you
who are far from family, the authentic joy of
the young and the old, the children of God, a
children and parents, tasty kutia, a cheerful
the healthy and the celebration of Christ’s
infirm, the wealthy and Nativity, and a happy,
the poor. Today we are peaceful, and blessed
all rich in the joy and New Year!
love of the newborn
Saviour. In thought and Christ is born!
heart, I am with those
who suffer bodily and Glorify Him!
spiritual wounds. Those
who have doubts and † SVIATOSLAV
are searching in the
midst of the dangers Given in Kyiv at the
and anxieties of today’s Patriarchal Cathedral of
world, who thirst for true the Resurrection of Christ,
peace and joy – receive on the day of the allApostle
my Christmas greeting praiseworthy
Andrew
the
First-called
and my loving embrace.
Today, in a special way the 13th of December
I unite myself in prayer (30th of November) in the
2019th Year of our Lord
enters into human living
space and begins living
as a human being,
accepting all discomforts,
challenges, and threats.
Let us rejoice, therefore,
for we are the ones whom
Christ in His Nativity
has liberated from fear,
granting us joy in love.
He will also renew our
capacity to love God
and neighbour. In Him
are the foundations of
our national, state, and
ecclesial existence.
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Routes: Communication and Dialogue (Part 4)
By: Matthew Kenenitz
When most people think
of teaching, they think of
someone at the front of
a room, sometimes with
a podium, sometimes
PowerPoint, who presents
a single-directional flow
of knowledge from book
to mouth to mind. In fact,
there are educators who
relish the control and
power that they have
over their classrooms
as
facilitators
of
knowledge and catalysts
for information. What
most tend to forget,
though, is that there is
a humanistic element
to education; there are
connections that traverse
ability levels, geography,
and
even
human
understanding.
This
involves communication.

to larger world events,
is truly inspirational.
However,
sometimes
one of our shortcomings
as human beings is that,
when we enter what we
would consider to be a
dialogue, we attempt to
dominate the narrative;
we tend to do more
talking than listening,
and this defeats the
purpose of dialogue.
For most people who
hear from me, read
my writing, or look
at the pictures I post,
they already have a
preconceived narrative
framed in their minds.
They want to see me
happy. They want to see
me traveling. They want
to see me admit that
there is nothing wrong
in life and that things are
great because I have an
opportunity that most
people do not have, or
if they do have it, they
cannot take it because of
other obligations in their
life. They want to hear
about the wonderful
things, but they may
listen dismissively about
struggles that my students
face or that I face or that
the community at large
over here may face.

For
over
fifteen
years, I have tried to
treat education and
academia as a dialogue.
It is amazing to learn
people’s stories, their
loves, their fears, their
ambitions, and their
views of how they see
themselves in the world.
Of course, for me, these
thoughts usually come
in connection to some
novel, drama, poem, or
philosophical text. To see
how people relate to
example,
last
things, especially in their For
own lives or in regard weekend, I was working
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with a student who had
a lot on his mind. He is
from the eastern regions
in Ukraine where war is
an everyday possibility. In
high school, he learned
how to dig trenches,
maneuver in the military
fashion,
and
shoot
firearms. Fighter jets and
planes fly overhead on
a daily basis, and, now
there is the constant fear
that, while being a 16hour train ride away
from home, there will
be a phone call saying
“war has come, come
home and fight” or that
something catastrophic
has happened to his
loved ones or that he
does not have a home
to come back to. While
most students enjoy the
ability to travel home
once or twice a month,
he has not been home at
all this semester, and it
was something important
for him to talk about.

friends or schoolmates
is
unbearably
insurmountable.
This
is a very real stress
faced daily by other
students as well, who
either come from similar
regions or have family
living in these regions.
Death, destruction, and
permanent change in
life are on their minds
each and every day, all
while they are trying to
In addition to this, there build a better future for
is also the bitter stress themselves.
that guys he grew up
with, went to school Even with this anxiety,
with, played football these
students
are
with, hung out with, still mindful of their
have decided to fight for classmates,
their
Russian side. The reality— professors, and their
to a 17-year-old—of university. They realize
having to potentially the
importance
of
fight and kill or be
killed by former best (continued on next page)
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Routes: Communication and Dialogue (Part 4)
(continued from previous page)

contributing to the whole
as well as serving as
examples to each other,
to younger siblings and
cousins,
and
being
someone
that
their
families can be proud
of. This takes a lot of
patience, understanding,
encouragement,
and
community. but there is
also the stress of a guilt
that they feel for being
here when their country
is at war.
Although I may not
teach these students,
they reach out with their
worries, their fears, their
concerns. Another student
faces the challenge of
being a Russian speaker,
whose second language
is Ukrainian, and whose
third language is English.
There is a sense of
alienation, even within
their own country, and a
sadness that it is difficult
to be a Ukrainian in
Ukraine due to Russian

influence over the years.
There is a reality here,
coupled with a great
patriotic pride in what
Ukraine is and will be,
however to those living
in Ukraine, the fighting,
the war, the terror,
and the tragedy is not
some mere footnote in
history: it is an everyday
occurrence.

genuine sacrifice. The
reality I help some face
here is that, even as 16
and 17-year-olds, some
of these students are
making real sacrifices,
for the betterment of
their families, for the
betterment
of
their
country.
As an instructor, the
lessons I learn in
the
classroom
are
enlightening, but more
importantly, they are
humbling. Most of these
lessons transcend the
texts of the classroom;
they come from the
communication
and
dialogue that occurs.
These lessons make me
reflect on things that we
often take for granted in
life, especially when we
try to constantly make
things go our way.

To write these students
off would be a grave
injustice; to tell them that
people in the world have
bigger concerns than
theirs would be slighting.
We, as Ukrainian-Greek
Catholics, are called
to serve and love each
other. We are called to
a spirit of understanding.
We are called to a life
of mercy and patience.
At UCU, there is an
emphasis on educating
the whole person: mind,
body, and spirit. Last time, As we prepare to enter
I spoke of sacrifice and the holiday seasons in
the importance of true, the United States, let us

firstly be thankful for the
freedom in our lives as
American citizens. Let us
also be thankful for the
opportunity to express
our faith as UkrainianGreek Catholics freely
and to share this faith
with others. Let us always
be mindful that where we
came from, our Ukraine,
the land of our forefathers
and foremothers, needs
our prayers, our good
intentions, our support,
and our love. As we
read this in the spirit of
the Thanksgiving holiday,
let us give thanks to God
for the benefits He has
given us, and let us keep
in prayer our Ukrainian
Catholic University as we
work to not only raise
future leaders, but also
the future of our Ukraine,
so that she may enjoy
unreservedly the same
benefits we enjoy as
Americans.

Pope at Angelus: Peace is needed in Ukraine
December 9, 2019
Pope
Francis
calls
for prayers for the
“Normandy
Format”
meeting, which begins
Monday in Paris, Vatican
News report.
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Following the Angelus
on Sunday, Pope Francis
said he will accompany
the “Normandy Format”
meeting in prayer – and
called on others to do
the same.
The Normandy Format
meeting
will
bring
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together the Presidents The Holy Father called
of Ukraine, Russia, and for people to join him in
France, along with the prayer “that this initiative
Federal Chancellor of of political dialogue can
Germany, in order, as contribute to bring fruits
Pope Francis described of peace in justice to that
it, “to seek solutions to territory and its people”.
the painful conflict that
has been going on for
years in eastern Ukraine”. (continued on next page)

Church News

Pope at Angelus: Peace is needed in Ukraine
(continued from previous page)

Speaking with Vatican
News
on
Sunday
afternoon
after
the
Angelus, the Apostolic
Nuncio
to
Ukraine,
Archbishop
Claudio
Gugerotti said, “The
words of the Pope
we have heard at the
Angelus, of course, is a
source of big consolation
for the local population,
because what is going
to happen tomorrow is

capital for the future of
this country and of the
peace that everybody
desires”.

said the Holy Father’s
words might also help
“people understand that
not everything depends
on the words of the
politicians, it very much
depends on the prayer
and obedience to the
wish of God – because
peace is a gift of God”.

He continued, “So we
are all very happy
that the Holy Father
raised his voice, which
of course spreads all
over the world, in order
to support what the Archbishop
Gugerotti
political initiative might said, “Some people
imply”.
The
Nuncio are now expecting very

strongly this event, and
hope that peace will be
established and war will
finish, because we are
all exhausted, and many
people are suffering
in an incredible way
because of this persisting
state of war”.
https://risu.org.
ua/en/index/all_
news/catholics/
vatikan/78108/

Pope greets pilgrims from the Ukrainian Eparchy of Mukachevo
By Linda Bordoni
December 11, 2019
The Byzantines’ GreekCatholic
Eparchy
of
Mukachevo arose from
the Union of Uzhhorod,
which set roots in the
north eastern part of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire
half way through the 17th
century. Subsequently, the
Eparchy of Mukachevo
was established officially
by Pope Clement XIV in
1771.
Throughout the centuries
the territory, which lies in
the Transcarpathia region
in south-western Ukraine,
has
seen
numerous
changes in which new
eparchies have been
created and the territory
divided.
Finally, in 1937 the
Eparchy of Mukachevo

became
“immediately
subject to the Holy
See” and this year it
is celebrating the 30th
anniversary since the
end of Soviet domination
which forced the Church
underground.
In his address to the
pilgrims whom he received
in the Vatican before
the
weekly
General
Audience, Pope Francis
marked the anniversary,
upholding the witness of
the many Mukachevo
martyrs, whom he said,
“confirmed their fidelity to
Christ, to the Church and
to the Bishop of Rome” in
the darkest moments of
the community’s history.
Blessed Martyr Bishop
Theodor Romzha
In particular he recalled
the
Blessed
Martyr,
Bishop Theodor Romzha,
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whom he described as “a
tireless man who followed
the example of Christ the
Good Shepherd, to the
point of giving his life for
his sheep.”
He guided your people
“with evangelical wisdom
and courage,” he told
them.
Ancestors
Pope
Francis
also
highlighted the legacy
of the ancestors of
the community: “your
grandfathers
and
grandmothers,
fathers
and mothers, who in
the intimacy of their
homes, and often under
the watchful eye of the
hostile regime, risked
their freedom and their
lives.”
It is thanks to them, he
said, that Christ’s truth
was transmitted, offering

future generations “an
eloquent witness of firm,
living faith”.
The Pope concluded
his
address
inviting
the members of the
community,
wherever
they may be, to renew
their personal encounter
with Christ, or “at least,
to make the decision to
let yourselves be met by
Him, to seek Him every
day without interruption.”
And quoting from the
Apostolic
Exhortation
Evangelii gaudium he
said “No one is excluded
from the joy brought by
the Lord.”
h t t p s : / / w w w .
vaticannews.va/en/
pope/news/2019-12/
pope-greetings-eparchymukachevo-pilgrimsukraine.html

January 2020 - C³÷íÿ 2020 p.
Congratulations on your
Anniversary of Priesthood!

Happy Birthday!
Ç Äíåì íàðîäæåííÿ!
January
January
January
January
January

Â³òàºìî ç Ð³÷íèöåþ Ñâÿùåíñòâà!

9: Very Rev. Archpr. Daniel Gurovich
12: Rev. Vasyl Sivinskyi
19: V. Rev. Archimandrite Joseph Lee
21: Rev. Taras Lonchyna
28: Rev. Mr. Theodore Spotts

May the Good Lord Continue to Guide You
and Shower You with His Great Blessings.
Mnohaya Lita!
Íåõàé Äîáðèé Ãîñïîäü Òðèìàº
Âàñ ó Ñâî¿é Îï³ö³ òà Ùåäðî
Áëàãîñëîâèòü Âàñ.
Ìíîãàÿ Ë³òà!

January 5: Rev. Volodymyr Popyk
(23rd Anniversary)
January 8: Rev. Alexander Dumenko
(19th Anniversary)
January 9: Rev. Orest Kunderevych
(22nd Anniversary)
May God Grant You Many Happy and
Blessed Years of Service in the Vineyard
of Our Lord!
Íåõàé Áîã Îáäàðóº Áàãàòüìà
Áëàãîñëîâåííèìè Ðîêàìè Ñëóæ³ííÿ â
Ãîñïîäíüîìó Âèíîãðàäíèêó!
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