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Philadelphia Archieparchial Clergy Gather in Long Branch, NJ 
for Annual Spiritual Retreat; Spiritual Conferences Reflect on 
the Life and Work of Saint Teresa of Calcutta, Mother Teresa

Long Branch, 
NJ—From Monday, 
September 17 through 
Thursday, September 
20, the priests and 
deacons of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia gathered 
with Bishop Andriy Rabiy 
and Bishop John Bura at 
the San Alfonso Retreat 
House here for their 
annual spiritual retreat.

The retreat director was 

Rev. Brian Kolodiejchuk, 
Missionary of Charity 
Fathers.

Born in Winnipeg, 
Canada, Father Brian 
Kolodiejchuk obtained a 
B.A. in Philosophy from 
St. Michael's College of 
the University of Toronto, 
Canada, in 1977 and 
his M.A. in Philosophy 
from the University of 
Manitoba, Canada, in 
1981. He received a 

M.Div. in Theology from 
St. Joseph's Seminary, 
Dunwoodie, New York, 
USA in 1985 and went 
on to obtain a Ph.D. 
in Organizational 
Psychology from 
Saybrook Institute, San 
Francisco, USA in 2001.
Father Kolodiejchuk's 
20-year association 
with Mother Teresa 
began in 1977 when he 
joined a new group of 
contemplative brothers 

she was then starting. He 
later joined the priestly 
branch of Mother Teresa's 
religious family, the 
Missionaries of Charity 
Fathers, at the time of 
their foundation in 1984. 
He was ordained to the 
priesthood in June 1985 
in the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church of St. John 
the Baptist in Newark, 
New Jersey, USA, by 



OCTOBER 7, 2018  2

(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)

the late Metropolitan-
Archbishop of Winnipeg, 
Maxim Hermaniuk, 
C.Ss.R. In March 1999 
he was appointed 
Postulator of the Cause 
of Beatification and 
Canonization of Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta and 
had the joy of seeing 
her beatified on October 
19, 2003. He was 
appointed director of the 
Mother Teresa Center, 
which is an extension 
of the office for the 
cause of canonization 
of Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta, in June 2004. 
He edited and wrote 
the commentary for the 
book Mother Teresa: 
Come Be My Light, 
published by Doubleday, 
on September 4, 2007.
Because of his total 
familiarity with the life 
of Mother Teresa, St. 
Teresa of Calcutta, he 
was able to weave 
her life's work with the 
poor and dying into the 
need for clergy and all 
Christians to serve the 
poor and needy among 
us, becoming Matthew 
25 Christians, "to satiate 
the thirst of Jesus."

Mother Teresa meditated 
upon the words "I thirst"— 
taken from Jesus words 
from the cross on Good 

Friday — which became 
a constant reminder 
of the purpose of the 
Missionaries of Charity. 
"We have these words in 
every chapel of the MCs 
to remind us what an MC 
is here for: to quench the 
thirst of Jesus for souls, 
for love, for kindness, for 
compassion, for delicate 
love." Ever since her 
call to serve the poorest 
of the poor in 1946, 
Mother Teresa insisted 
that the Missionaries of 
Charity were founded 
"to satiate the thirst of 
Jesus," and she included 
this statement in the 
founding Rules for the 
new religious order: 
"The General End of the 
Missionaries of Charity 
is to satiate the thirst of 
Jesus Christ on the Cross 
for Love and Souls."

During his conferences, 
two films, Mother Teresa 
and Mother Teresa: The 
Legacy, by Ann and 
Jeanette Petrie were 
viewed.

Mother Teresa (1986) is 
considered the definitive 
portrait of the 1979 
Nobel Peace Prize 
winner, Mother Teresa. 
Shot on the run over 
a period of 5 years 
in 10 countries on 4 

Philadelphia Archieparchial Clergy Gather in Long Branch, NJ 
for Annual Spiritual Retreat; Spiritual Conferences Reflect on 
the Life and Work of Saint Teresa of Calcutta, Mother Teresa

Bishop Andriy Rabiy and Father Brian 
Kolodiejchuk

continents, this award 
winning film follows 
Mother Teresa into the 
world’s most troubled 
spots. From the war in 
Beirut to Guatemala 
under siege, from the 
devastated streets of 
Calcutta to the ghettoes 
of the South Bronx, the 
film is an experience of 
the way Mother Teresa 
transcends all political, 
religious and social 
barriers with her works 
of love.

Mother Teresa: The 
Legacy is the dramatic 
story of Mother Teresa’s 
last day, her sudden 
death and her moving 

state funeral which was 
attended by the poor, 
the powerful and the rich 
from around the world.
The clergy participated 
in daily liturgical services, 
including matins, vespers 
and the Divine Liturgy. 
Bishop Andriy Rabiy and 
Bishop John Bura were 
the main celebrants 
during the Divine 
Liturgies.

On Thursday, as is 
tradition, a panakhyda 
for all the deceased 
hierarchs and clergy 
of the Philadelphia 
Archeparchy was sung 
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following the Divine 
Liturgy.

After the panakhyda, 
Bishop Andriy, on behalf 
of the clergy, thanked 
Father Kolodiejchuk, MC 
for serving as the retreat 
director and the clergy 
expressed their gratitude 
to him with the traditional 
singing of “God Grant 
Him Many Years.”

Holy Myron, which was 
consecrated by Patriarch 
Sviatoslav on Holy 
Thursday was distributed 
by Bishop Andriy to the 
clergy for their parishes. 
In symbolizing this 
liturgical unity under 
Patriarch Sviatoslav, 
all Ukrainian Catholic 
Churches throughout the 
world have received this 
Holy Myron consecrated 
by the Patriarch on Holy 
Thursday.

Philadelphia Archieparchial Clergy Gather in Long Branch, NJ 
for Annual Spiritual Retreat; Spiritual Conferences Reflect on 
the Life and Work of Saint Teresa of Calcutta, Mother Teresa

Often as priests absent 
themselves from their 
parishes for this time of 
spiritual renewal, well-
intentioned parishioners 
may say “Enjoy your 
vacation” or upon return 
inquire “How was your 
vacation?’

However, a retreat is 
not a vacation, but a 
necessary and even 
obligatory requirement 
for clergy to withdraw 
from the daily routine of 
normal parish life for a 
time of prayer, reflection 
and spiritual renewal.

This concept of 
withdrawal for spiritual 
renewal can be found in 
the life of Jesus Christ, 
where the evangelists 
Matthew, Mark and Luke 
relate how Jesus, after 
his baptism by John, 
withdrew into the desert 
and fasted for forty days 
and nights.

In the 1520’s, St. Ignatius 
of Loyola developed 
his Spiritual Exercises. 
These spiritual exercises 
greatly influenced the 
development of retreats, 
especially for clergy, as 
a way of deepening their 
spiritual relationship with 
God.

During the time of the 
annual clergy retreat, 
as clergy remember 
their faithful in prayer, 
the faithful should also 
pray that the clergy have 
a spiritually enriching 
experience during their 
annual retreat.
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South Anthracite Deanery 2018 Ukrainian Seminary Day and 
Lenten Devotions Raise $53,100 for St. Josaphat Seminary

Bishop Andriy Rabiy, 
Apostolic Administrator 
of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia accepts 
a check in the sum of 
$53,100 for St. Josaphat 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Seminary, Washington, 
D.C. from Very Rev. 
Archpriest Michael 
Hutsko, protopresbyter 
of the South Anthracite 
Deanery as deanery 
clergy look on. The 
funds are the proceeds 
from the 2018 Annual 
Ukrainian Seminary 
Day and the Deanery 
Lenten devotions. The 
presentation was made 
during the annual clergy 
retreat at San Alfsonso 
Retreat House, Long 
Branch, NJ., on Tuesday, 
September 18, 2018.

Bishop Andriy expressed 
a heartfelt thank you 
to all the volunteers, 
parishioners and Fathers 
of the deanery for 
their hard work and 
dedication! He said, "It 
is for a great cause - to 
support our Seminary in 
Washington DC."

From 1985 through 
this year, 2018, the 
clergy and faithful of 
the South Anthracite 
Deanery through the 
annual Ukrainian 
Seminary Day and 

Lenten devotions have 
raised over $941,100 
for the financial support 
of the seminary, which is 
located adjacent to the 

campus of The Catholic 
University of America 
in Washington, D.C. 
The goal in 2019 is to 
go over the one million 

dollar mark in funds 
raised since 1985.

Pictured left to right:  Rev. Msgr. James T. Melnic, pastor of 
Patronage of the Mother of God Church, McAdoo and St. Michael 
Church, Hazleton; Very Rev. Archpriest Michael Hutsko, 
protopresbyter of the South Anthracite Deanery, pastor of Ss. Peter 
and Paul Church, Mt. Carmel and Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Church, Centralia; Deacon Paul M Spotts, St. Michael Church, 
Frackville and St. John the Baptist Church, Maizeville; Bishop Andriy 
Rabiy, Apostolic Administrator; Father Mykola Ivanov, pastor of 
Transfiguration of Our Lord Church, Shamokin and Patronage of the 
Mother of God Church, Marian Heights; Father Petro Zvarych St. 
Michael Church, Frackville and St. John the Baptist Church, Maizeville; 
Father Paul Makar, pastor of St. Nicholas, Minersville and Nativity of 
the Blessed Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Middleport. (Not photographed: 
Msgr. Myron Grabowsky, pastor of St. Michael Church, Shenandoah 
and St. Nicholas Church, St. Clair.)
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Bishop Andriy's schedule in September-October:

.
Saturday, September 29, 12-5PM: attending Ukrainian Festival in Reading, PA

Sunday, September 30, 2PM -- celebration of the 100th anniversary of St. Josaphat’s parish in 
Bethlehem, PA.

Sunday, October 7, at 11AM -- Divine Liturgy and Saint Patron’s day dinner in New Brunswick 
NJ.

Sunday, October 14, 9:30AM - Divine Liturgy and celebration of the 10th anniversary of “Mothers 
in Prayer” group at St. John the Baptist church in Newark, NJ

Sunday, October 21, at 10:30AM - celebration of marriage anniversaries at Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia.

Saturday, October 27, at 9:15AM - Catechism Conference in Philadelphia

Sunday, October 28, at 11AM - Divine Liturgy and celebration of the 100th anniversary of St. 
Volodymyr parish in Palmerton, PA

Bishop Andriy Rabiy appointed 
Father Mark Fesniak as 
Director of Development for the 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia 
as of October 1, 2018. Father 
Mark will help to raise funds 
and get grants for Archeparchial 
ministries, operational costs, our 
Archeparchial Catholic schools 
and parishes.

 

Byzantine Church Supplies
Address: 810 North Franklin St.

Philadelphia, PA 19123
Phone: 215 -627-0660

Email: byzsupplies@yahoo.com
website: http://ukrcathedral.com/byzsup/

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
byzantineChurchSupplies/

Store Manager - Mrs. Myroslava Demkiv
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UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA 
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2018 

 
 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral  
of the Immaculate Conception  
 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 
 
We invite all our married faithful 
to join with Bishop Andriy Rabiy 
to celebrate their Wedding Anni-
versaries at a Divine Liturgy in 

our Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, Sunday, October 21, 2018 at 10:30 AM followed by a 
Banquet in their honor. 
 

Registration Form 

Husband’s name _____________________________________________________________________ 

Wife’s Name  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish   _________________________________________ Phone ____________________________ 

Email ___________________________Wedding date_____________   Number of Years Married ______  

Number of Guests   ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Deadline for Registration October 12, 2018 

Cost:  $50.00 per Anniversary Couple  $30.00 per guest 

Mail to:  Office for Evangelization 810 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, Pa.  19123 

Make checks payable to: Archeparchy of Philadelphia  



OCTOBER 7, 2018  7

Catechetical Conference 
Saturday, October 27, 2018 

Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception Social Hall 

814 North Franklin Street 
 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

 

This conference is designed for all religious 
education teachers, catechists, clergy and anyone 
interested in parish religious education programs 

for all age groups-children, teens, young adults, 
adults and senior citizens.  There is no registration  

fee, however pre-registration is requested. 
 

Teach them to observe all I have commanded you. (Mt.28:20) 
 
 

Conference Program 
9:15 am  Registration  
9:45 am  Welcome - Bishop Andriy Rabiy 
10:00 am  Presentation Christ Our Pascha—An Introduction to the Catechism of the   
  Ukrainian Catholic Church—Sister Ann Laszok, OSBM 
11:15 am  Break 
11:30 am  Presentation—R. Scott French -- The Credible Catholic Modules 
12:15 pm   Lunch 
1:15 pm  Continuation of Presentation by Dr. French -- The Credible Catholic Modules 
2:15 pm  Break 
2:30 pm  Discussion-Question and Answer Session 
  Sharing of available catechetical resources  
3:30 pm   Closing comments 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------DETACH------------------------------------------------------------------ 
To register: email  (ibah@aol.com),  fax (215-627-0377) or send to:   

 

Catechetical Workshop, 810 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, Pa.  19123 
 
 

Name____________________________________________  Phone Number ______________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________  E-mail _____________________________ 
 
City___________________________________________________ State ____________  Zip _____________   
 
Name of Parish and Location ________________________________________________________________ 

Catechetical Conference for clergy, monastics, catechists and everyone who is interested! 
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Catechetical 
Sunday in 

Reading, PA

Father Mark Fesniak 
blessed all students 
and catechists at the 
end of the Liturgy on 
Catechetical Sunday! 
May God bring us a 

fruitful and enlightening 
year!!

Catechetical 
Sunday at the 

Cathedral

Father Roman Pitula 
blessed the students 

and their teachers the 
Missionary Sisters of the 
Mother of God at the 
end of the Liturgy on 
Catechetical Sunday, 

September 16, 2018, at 
the Ukrainian Catholic 

Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, 

Philadelphia, PA.

(Photo: Mary Fedorin)

“Catechetical Sunday” is an annual observance in parishes throughout the United States as the instruction 
of students resumes in parishes. New and returning students, new and returning catechists gather as the 
parish offers special prayers asking God to grant to His servants, our students, our teachers, and ourselves 
the grace to grow in our communion with Him, as we continue our lifelong journey of knowing, loving 
and serving Him in this life. Please keep them in your prayers, encourage the students and their parents in 
their studies, and ask God's enlightenment upon them and those who accepted the responsibility to teach 
them THE WAY of Our Lord.
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Introducing and Welcoming a New Member of the Sisters of 
Saint Basil the Great, Jesus, Lover of Humanity Province

On September 21, 2018, 
Sr. Teodora Kopyn, 
OSBM was accepted 
into the Jesus Lover 
of Humanity Province 
at Vespers. It was an 
auspicious beginning as 
the date coincides with 
leave taking (according 
to the Gregorian 
calendar) and Nativity 
of the Mother of God 
(according to the Julian 
calendar). 

At a simple ritual held 
in the Holy Trinity 
Chapel Sister Dorothy 
Ann officially accepted 
Sister Teodora into 
the Jesus, Lover of 
Humanity Province with 
the following words: 
Sister Teodora, you have 
walked with us for four 
years as a Sister from 
the Holy Trinity Province, 
assisting us in our needs. 

During that time you 
got to know us, and 
we got to know you. A 
mutually special bond 
developed. And during 
that time you discerned 
that you want to spend 
the rest of your life as a 
member of Jesus, Lover 
of Humanity Province. At 
the same time we got to 
know, love and respect 

mother and brother, 
Father Wasyl Kopyn and 
his wife, Angelina, joined 
the Sisters via Skype 
at Vespers and dinner. 
Father Wasyl gave the 
blessing. Sister Monica 
gave the toast indicating 
how she had prayed 
for Sister Teodora to 
make this decision and 
expressed her joy in 
Sister’s acceptance. Also 
joining the Sisters and 
Sister Teodora on this 
occasion was Sr. Lydia 
Anna Sawka, General 
Vicar, who was visiting 
from Rome. 

Sister Teodora expressed 
her gratitude during the 
festive dinner, thanking 
each and every Sister in 
the Holy Trinity Province 
for their love, support 
and formation and then 
addressing the Sisters 

in her new province, 
noting that “it was your 
good example, talents, 
experience, goods 
works, your smiles, your 
greetings and your 
encouragement that 
inspired me to take this 
step. You were God’s 
instruments in leading me 
to respond to God’s call 
to become a member 
of the Province of Jesus 
Lover of Humanity.” 

A joyful Mnohaya Lita 
rang out in the dining 
room as each Sister 
personally welcomed 
Sister Teodora into the 
Province. 

To see more pictures visit 
our Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.
com/pages/Sisters-of-
the-Order-of-St-Basil-
the-Great-Jenkintown-PA

you, and we 
are happy to 
welcome you 
in our midst. 
As Provincial 
and as a 
representative 
of the Sisters 
in Jesus, Lover 
of Humanity 
P r o v i n c e , 
I officially 
number you 
as one of us. 

Sr. Teodora's 

Photo: Sr. Dorothy Ann Busowski, Sr. Lydia Anna Sawka,  Sr. Joann 
Sosler, Sr. Theodora Kopyn, and Sr. Ann Laszok. 
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Bishop Andriy Rabiy was the Main Celebrant and Homilist at the 10:30 am Divine Liturgy on Sunday, 
September 23, 2018 at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, 
PA. At the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, Very Rev. Roman Pitula, Cathedral Rector, greeted and 
congratulated Bishop Rabiy on the occasion of his first anniversary of being installed a Bishop. The altar 
servers presented Bishop Rabiy with flowers and a gift as the faithful sang Mnohaya Lita. Bishop Rabiy 
thanked everyone for the nice greeting and for attending the Liturgy. Afterwards, Bishop Rabiy went to the 
Cathedral Cafeteria to enjoy a meal with parishioners.

Bishop Andriy Rabiy’s Anniversary Celebrated at Cathedral

Chancery Staff Celebrate 
Bishop Andriy Rabiy’s 

Anniversary

On Friday, September 21, 2018, the 
Chancery Staff in Philadelphia wished Bishop 
Andriy Rabiy a Happy Anniversary on his 
First Anniversary of being ordained a Bishop. 
Very Rev. Archpriest John M. Fields gave a 
congratulatory greeting to Bishop Rabiy 
as Olia Kuzewycz presented him with a 
cake. Congratulations! Many Happy Years! 
Mnohaya Lita, Vladyko!



OCTOBER 7, 2018  11

Recently, many parishes in the central and 
northern part of Pennsylvania are affected by 
floods caused by downpours. 

In your kindness, please consider making a 
donation and send it to our Archeparchy - 
Archbishop's Chancery, 810 North Franklin 
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123. Attention: US 
Disaster Recovery Fund. Please make your check 
out to: Archeparchy of Philadelphia. You may 
also donate via PAYPAL: http://ukrarcheparchy.
us/donate-via-paypal-2/

Thank you for your generosity and consideration!

Most Rev. Andriy Rabiy

ASSISTANCE TO THOSE WHO AFFECTED BY FLOODS IN PA

(continued on next page)

Funds are available to those who lost or 
have damaged property in the floods. Call 
the Chancery at 215-627-0143 to provide 
information on your loss.  Some of the money 
has been distributed already. 

Our Archeparchy supports a Leisure Center for Youth with 
Special Needs at Caritas-Lviv. 

We would like to raise $8,000 for salaries for coordinators and supplies in 2019. So far, we received 
$4,777.28. Here is the list of benefactors, to whom we are very GRATEFUL:

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Perth Amboy NJ 1,000.00
Power David Helene       1,000.00
Nativity of the BVM Reading PA       782.28
Fylypovych, Andrew & Christine       500.00
Sayres, Edward & Nina         300.00
Hill, John & Myra          250.00
St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church Trenton NJ    250.00
Guertler, Vera          200.00
Hiriak, Nicholas          100.00
Kalagher, Richard & Nadia        100.00
Battista Michael & Kathleen         50.00
Iwaskiw, Walter & Neonila         50.00
Lesyk Lubow           50.00
Manwiller, Donald & Patricia         50.00
Sisters of St. Basil the Great         50.00
Wilson, Michael & Rosaline         25.00
Anonymous            20.00

Special Needs In Ukraine (Lviv) $4,777.28

If you would like 
to contribute, 

please forward 
your donation 
to Archbishop's 
Chancery, 810 

North Franklin Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 

19123. Checks are 
made to SPECIAL 

NEEDS IN UKRAINE, 
marked LVIV.

THANK YOU! MAY 
GOD BLESS YOUR 

GENEROSITY!



OCTOBER 7, 2018  12

ASSISTANCE TO THOSE WHO AFFECTED BY FLOODS IN PA
Holy Family Shrine-Washington 4,378.00
United U.A. Relif Commitee 3,000.00
Holy Myrrh Bearers 2,037.00
St Michael the Archangel Jenkintown 1,718.00
St. Nicholas Church-Passaic 1,000.00
St. Josaphat Church-Trenton 953.00
St. Michael's Church-Shenandoah 870.00
St. Nicholas Church-St. Clair 859.00
St. John The Baptist-Whippany 800.00
St. John The Baptist-Northampton 589.00
SS. Cyril & Methodius-Berwick 560.00
Assumption B.V.M. Church-Perth Amboy 550.00
St. Nicholas Church-Wilmington 500.00
St. Michael's Church-Baltimore 500.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Mt. Carmel 500.00
St. Vladimir Church-Scranton 420.00
St. Vladimir Church-Elizabeth 400.00
St. Nicholas Church-Glen Lyon 390.00
St. Michael Church-Cherry Hill 305.00
Deyneka Lyubomyr & Nadia 300.00
Holy Ghost Church-West Easton 290.00
Front Royal Mission 257.00
St. Josaphat Church-Bethlehem 255.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Phoenixville 255.00
Assumption B.V.M. Church-Centralia 250.00
Smolney, Nicholas 250.00
SS. Cyril & Methodius-Olyphant 250.00
St. Anne Church-Warrington 250.00
St. Michael's Church-Frackville 250.00
Zyblikewycz, Eugene & Stephania 250.00
St. Mary's Church - Carteret NJ 233.00
Laskowski, Marlene & Christipher 200.00
Lefchick, Joanne 200.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Curtis Bay 200.00
Immaculate Conception-Hillside 160.00
Presentation of Our Lord-Lansdale 150.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Simpson 150.00
Christ The King Church-Phila. 145.00
St. Michael's Church-Pottstown 138.00
Nativity of B.V.M. Church-New Brunswi 130.00
Ascension of Our Lord-Sayre 120.00
Hewko, Christina 120.00
St. Michael's Church-Manville 120.00
St. Nicholas Church-Phila 113.00
Augustine, Andrew M 100.00
Buska, Michael & Lynda 100.00
Car Sr, William 100.00
Chudoba, Michael J. 100.00
Czban, Rozalia 100.00
Glancey, William 100.00
Hanson Alfred & Carol 100.00
Hiriak, Nicholas 100.00

Hnidj, Sigrid Lubomir 100.00
Kashickey, John 100.00
Palko Theodore & Patricia 100.00
Paslawsky, Helen 100.00
Ratkovsky, Michael & Paula 100.00
Rocus, Maryanne 100.00
St. Basil's Church-Chesapeake City 100.00
St. Vladimir Church-Palmerton 100.00
Strayves, Richard 100.00
Szczerban, Walter & Marteth 100.00
Walker, Carol 100.00
Yatison, John 100.00
Yeck, Robert & Joan 100.00
Yurechko, Olga M. 100.00
Zacharko, Stephan & Olga 100.00
Nativity B.V.M. Church-Middleport 70.00
Adamchick, Joyce 50.00
Bardys, Irene 50.00
Bartkovsky Michael & Paula 50.00
Hodge, Jeffrey & Joanne 50.00
Horodecky, Olga & Adrian 50.00
Kulish, Rose Marie 50.00
Lesko, Mary 50.00
Maslij, Roman & Alison 50.00
Merchlinsky, John & Dorothy 50.00
Pylypec, Patricia 50.00
Rev. Anthony J. Killian 50.00
Rev. Pavlo Myts 50.00
Rydel, Eugene & Ann 50.00
Yarymovych, Marta 50.00
Bardys, Maryann 30.00
Bodnar, John & Gloria 30.00
Iwaskiw, Walter 30.00
Starr, Raymond & Alice 30.00
Beretsky Elias 25.00
Chornopyska, Sofiya 25.00
Garland, Daniel & Laura 25.00
Iwanciw, John & Olga 25.00
Kowal, Paul 25.00
Kulynych, Mykhaylo & Pauline 25.00
Matuszewski, Cheryl & James 25.00
Moczul Michael & Olga 25.00
Sereditch John 25.00
Feditko, Michael 20.00
Johnson, Dorthy 20.00
Nancy A. Waligun 20.00
St. Vladimir Church-Edwardsville 20.00
Worobij, Nadia 20.00
Anonymous Robert & Lisa Dries 10.00
Gawason, Michael & Barbara 10.00
Powell, Irma 10.00

U.S. Disaster Recovery Fund Total: $28,910.00
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Name Amount
Bishop Basil Losten 5,000.00
Holy Ghost Church-West Easton 1,605.00
Anonymous Donation 1,000.00
Archbishop Stefan Soroka 1,000.00
Fylypovych, Anrew & Christine 1,000.00
St. John The Baptist-Northampton 1,000.00
St. Nicholas Church-Passaic 1,000.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Jersey City 800.00
Anonymous Donation 500.00
Holy Family Shrine-Washington 500.00
Presentation of Our Lord-Lansdale 500.00
St. Anne Church-Warrington 500.00
St. Josaphat Church-Trenton 500.00
St. Michael's Church-Baltimore 300.00
St. Joachim & Anna Front Royal VA 285.00
Deychakiwsky, Yuri 250.00
Dochwat, Christina 250.00
Knights of Columbus, 7530 250.00
Giffler, Lydia 200.00
Lingor, Earl & Margaret 200.00
Pyrih, Lubomyr & Halyna 200.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Curtis Bay 200.00
Stek, Ann Marie 200.00
Zahalak, Marta 200.00
Peda, Gregory 125.00
Archbishop Stephen Sulyk 100.00
Chaykowsky, Helen 100.00
Giffler, Lydia 100.00
Hewko, Christine 100.00
Hewko, Theodora 100.00
Hiriak, Nicholas 100.00
Holy Cross Monastery 100.00
Olunuk, Stephen 100.00
Samilo, Mr. & Mrs. Russell 100.00
Stoken, Craig & Barbara 100.00
Wilson, Michael & Rosaline 100.00
Yavorsky, John 100.00
Credi, Wagdi & Anna 50.00
Hilt, David 50.00
Hitchens, Maryellen 50.00
Lohr, Robert & Susana 50.00
Wilson, Michael & Rosaline 50.00
Talaga, P. Carol 25.00

Total  Chair Lift:    $19,040

CHAIR LIFT 
DONATIONS FOR 
THE CHANCERY

Thank you to all those who donated to the two 
chair lifts for the Chancery in Philadelphia. The 
chair lifts were installed on August 2-3, 2018. 
The total cost for the chair lifts is $25,000.
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Let us support strengthening of our Church in Dubno (Volyn)

Our Archeparchy supports building and completion of the Youth Center in the city of Dubno (Volyn'). A 
Ukrainian Catholic parish there is very young but very active. The youth center will benefit kids, young adults 
and families. They are doing a lot of outreach and provide assistance to the poor, elderly and refugees 
from Eastern Ukraine. 

We would like to raise $6,000 to complete all the works and the center. The money is just for supplies and 
building materials. Labor is offered by parish volunteers. So far, we received $1,695.00.

Here is the list of benefactors, to whom we are very GRATEFUL:

St. Josaphat Trenton NJ  300.00
Worschak, Rev. George  250.00
Anonymous    200.00
Peda, Gregory    200.00
Stek, Ann Marie    200.00
Drabic, John & Doris   100.00
Andrushko Svetlana  100.00
Samilo, Rassell   100.00
Dubno, Luba   100.00
Killian, Rev. Anthony    50.00
Ihor Andrew Mirchuk    50.00
Wilson, Michael & Rosaline   25.00
Worobij, Nadia     20.00

Total (Dubno)   $1,695

If you would like to contribute, please 
forward your donation to Archbishop's 
Chancery, 810 North Franklin Street, 

Philadelphia, PA 19123. Checks are made 
to SPECIAL NEEDS IN UKRAINE, marked 
DUBNO. THANK YOU! MAY GOD BLESS 

YOUR GENEROSITY!

Funds for Dubno were wired to them 
and the campaign is still going on.
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Assumption School Welcomes New Students!

An energy of excitement 
and anticipation buzzed 
on the school grounds as 
120 students, fresh-faced 
in their crisp uniforms 
reunited with friends 
and shook off any 
lingering first-day jitters. 
This year, once again 
the Assumption Catholic  
School in Perth Amboy, 
NJ is proud and excited 
to launch the 2018-2019 
school year with our 
incredibly talented and 
dedicated teaching staff 
and  ongoing support 
and partnership of 
Assumption parish.

First weeks of school 
flew by at Assumption 
Catholic School in Perth 
Amboy, NJ but not 
before we worshiped, 
prayed, and gave thanks 
to Our Lord as a school 
community. Father Ivan 
Turyk celebrated the 
Divine Liturgy on the first 
day of school with special 
petitions for all ACS staff 

members and students. 
The liturgy was different 
without our beloved 
Sister Yosaphata leading 
the responses, yet Mrs. 
Lawrence and our middle 
school students stepped 
up to the challenge and 
did a wonderful job!  
Father spoke of and 

explained to the students 
what the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 
is, and how our parish 
is named after it. And 
because of our devotion 
to Mary, how our school 
was dedicated to Her 
when we opened in 
1963. He ended the 
beautiful celebration by 
blessing the students and 
staff with holy water and 
asking for our Blessed 
Mother's protection. 

On the third week of 
September, the school 
welcomed our new 
students and their families 
during our Back to School 
BBQ. ACS faculty and 
administration members 
worked all day to make 
sure that everyone 

would have a good 
time. It was wonderful 
seeing our students, 
families and staff  eating 
and laughing together. 
Over 150 Guests were 
treated to choices of hot 
dogs, hamburgers and  
chicken. Along with these 
choices they also had 
choices of homemade 
salads like potato salad, 
pasta salad, coleslaw 
salad, and some other 
tasty items. What a great 
way to begin our new 
school year!  It was an 
enjoyable evening of 
food, fun and fellowship 
with friends and family.



Наша Архиєпархія разом з Релігійним Товариством українців-католиків 'Свята Софія' США запрошує 
молодь (12-16 років) взяти участь у конкурсі найкращої декларації Різдвяної поезії, який відбудеться у 

неділю, 16 грудня, у залі Катедри Непорочного Зачаття у Філадельфії.
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Філадельфійська архиєпархія УГКЦ 

Релігійне Товариство українців католиків «Свята Софія» США 
Катедра Непорочного Зачаття 

 
Запрошують молодь віком 12-16 років до участі у конкурсі декламації 

БОГ ПРЕДВІЧНИЙ 
НАРОДИВСЯ  

Неділя, 16 грудня 2018 р.Б. 
Зала Катедри Непорочного Зачаття 

804 N. Franklin St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19123 

Прохання з кожної парафії відделегувати максимум 3 учасники та надіслати  

до 1 листопада реєстраційну форму (додається) на електронну пошту: 
st.sophiara@yahoo.com 

Вірші просимо вибирати за власним бажанням та надіслати тексти на вище подану 
електронну адресу. Конкурс є україномовним. 

Для отримання інформації просимо звертатися за телефонами:  

215-635-1555; 215-922-2845. 

На учасників та переможців чекають призи, нагороди і почастунок. 

Додаткові інформації – згодом. 
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To learn more about the outstanding  
tradition of excellence in education that   
Saint Basil Academy has to offer, contact… 
Kimberley Clearkin at 215.649.9083 or email  
admissions@stbasilacademy.org

OPENHOUSE
October 7, 2018
12pm-3pm

ENTRANCE EXAM
October 20, 2018
October 27, 2018
8am - 12pm

7TH GRADE PRACTICE TEST
March 2, 2019
8am - 12pm

building the minds  
of leaders  

THROUGH SERVICE AND COMPASSION

SAINT BASIL ACADEMY OPEN 
HOUSE & TESTING DATES

Saint Basil Academy will host an Open House on Sunday, 
October 7 from 12-3 PM.  Register online at https://www.
stbasilacademy.org/admissions/.

The Entrance/Scholarship Exam will be given on Saturday, 
October 20 and Saturday, October 27, from 8am-12 pm. 
Register online: https://www.stbasilacademy.org/admissions/
application-test-registration/

To schedule a Shadow Day visit https://www.stbasilacademy.
org/admissions/visit-us/.

For more information, please contact Mrs. Kimberley Clearkin, 
Director of Admissions, at 215-649-9083.

Реєстраційна картка учасника конкурсу декламації Рідзвяної поезії 

БОГ ПРЕДВІЧНИЙ 
НАРОДИВСЯ  

Неділя, 16 грудня 2018 р.Б. 
Катедра Непорочного Зачаття, Філадельфія, ПА 

 
1. Ім’я та прізвище _______________________________________________________ 

 
2. Дата народження ______________________________________________________ 

 
3. Парафія, місто, штат  

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Контактний телефон ____________________________________________________ 

 
5. Електронна адреса ______________________________________________________ 

 
6. Автор та назва вірша _____________________________________________________ 
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The Prophet Hosea - October 17th

Hosea belonged to the northern 
kingdom and began his prophecy in 
the last years of Jeroboam II (786-
746 B.C.).  Some believe that he was 
a priest, others that he was a cult 
prophet; the prophecy, our only source 
of information concerning his life, gives 
us no certain answer in this matter.  The 
collected oracles reveal a very sensitive, 
emotional man who could pass quickly 
from violent anger to the deepest 
tenderness. The prophecy pivots 
around his own unfortunate marriage 
to Gomer, a personal tragedy which 
profoundly influenced his teaching. In 
fact, his own prophetic vocation and 

Catechist Formation 
Series Program with 

Sr. Ann Laszok, 
OSBM

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 
17 AND SATURDAY, 

NOVEMBER 24
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

_____________________
FREE WILL OFFERING 

REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE IS NOVEMBER 

10, 2018

The third course (12 hours -2 
Saturdays) “The Mysteries” 
covers: The Mysteries and 
the Great Mysteries; Christ 
the Victor over Death; 
Christ, the Bread of Life; 
Christ, Healer of Souls and 
Bodies; Christ Builds Up 
the Kingdom; Christ Calls 
Us to Die in the World.

Participants are asked 
to bring their catechisms 
Christ Our Pascha and 
Inexhaustible Delights: 
The Holy Mysteries in the 
Byzantine Churches (some 
books will be available for 
purchase).
_____________________
Registration is required by 
November 10th, 2018.  You 
can register via the website 
or call 215.780.1227.  
Bring your own lunch.

h t t p s : / / s t ba s i l s . com/
p r o g r a m / c a t e c h i s t -
formation-series-program/

message were immeasurably deepened by the painful experience he 
underwent in his married life.

Gomer, an adulteress, symbolized faithless Israel.  Just as Hosea could 
not give up his wife forever even when she acted as a harlot, so Yahweh 
could not renounce Israel, who had been betrothed to Him.  God would 
chastise, but it would be the chastisement of a jealous lover, longing to 
bring back the beloved to a fresh and pure joy of their first love.

Israel’s infidelity took the form of idolatry and ruthless oppression of the 
poor. No amount of mechanically offered sacrifices could atone for her 
serious sins.  Chastisement alone remained.

A humiliated Israel would again seek God. God’s love for His people 
has never been so tenderly expressed as in the eleventh chapter of 
The Book of Hosea.  The prophet Hosea was the first to describe the 
relationship between Yahweh and Israel in the terms of marriage.

This symbolism continued throughout Old Testament times and also 
was expressed in the Books of the New Testament.  Both St. Paul and 
St. John used the same imagery in expressing the union between Christ 
and His Church.

New American Bible, The Book of Hosea, p. 1042
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Ukrainian Catholic mission celebrates three years in Front Royal, Va.

By Matthew Matuszak

FRONT ROYAL, Va. – 
Ss. Joachim and Anna 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, a mission of 
the Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia, celebrated 
its third anniversary in 
a manner appropriate 
for a parish full of 
youth: with its seventh 
baptism. On September 
8 the parishioners also 
gathered for a parish 
dinner.

 “In our three years, 
we have gone from our 
original 10 households to 
28 registered households 
and 110 souls with more 
than 50 percent under 
18 years of age,” notes 
the Rev. Robert Hitchens, 
parish administrator, 
who is also rector of 
St. Josaphat Ukrainian 
Catholic Seminary and 
co-administrator of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
National Shrine of the 
Holy Family, both in 
Washington, which is 
about 70 miles away. 
In addition to seven 
baptisms, the parish has 
also already celebrated 
two weddings.

“When we first moved 
to Front Royal, we had 
to go all the way to 
Washington, D.C., to 
Holy Family Ukrainian 
National Shrine for 
divine liturgy. We are 

now so thankful to have 
a Ukrainian divine liturgy 
right here in Front Royal,” 
says parishioner Julie 
Luckey. Her husband, 
Dr. William R. Luckey, 
recently retired after 
teaching at Christendom 
College, also located 
in Front Royal, for over 
30 years. Two of their 
grandsons are altar 
servers.

Being of Ukrainian 
descent, the Luckeys 
are in the minority in 
the parish. According to 
the Rev. Hitchens, “25 
percent of the community 
has Ukrainian roots. 
The rest are Byzantine 
Catholics, Melkite 
Catholics, Maronite 
Catholics and Roman 
Catholics who have 
fallen in love with our 
liturgy and spirituality.”
Parishioners Connie 
Marshner and her 
husband, Dr. William 
Marshner, certainly fit 
into the majority picture. 
“He grew up Lutheran, I 
grew up non-practicing 
[Roman Catholic],” she 
says. He “was founding 
theology faculty member 
at Christendom, and 
we are (still) canonically 
Melkites,” she adds.

Regardless of their 
mixed backgrounds, the 
parishioners celebrate 
St. Nicholas, Pascha 
and “blessings of water, 

fruit, flowers, etc.,” says 
Mrs. Marshner. They 
also sing the liturgy, 
enthusiastically, in 
English.

Mrs. Marshner 
emphasizes: “We’re in 
the northern Shenandoah 
Valley, about 80 miles 
north-northwest of 
Washington, D.C., in 
the Latin Diocese of 
Arlington [Virginia]. 
We’re one county away 
from West Virginia, 
about an hour from 
Martinsburg, Berkeley 
Springs and Harper’s 
Ferry (from different 
directions). In Virginia, 
we’re half an hour from 
Harrisonburg and from 
Winchester, and an hour 
from Staunton, and an 
hour and a half from 
Charlottesville.”

“Mentioning that 
geography might be 
helpful,” Mrs. Marshner 
explains, “because those 
communities are drawing 
lots of retirees, and there 

may be Ukrainians who 
have retired from D.C. or 
Baltimore to those areas, 
but would otherwise not 
know of us.”

Even though the 
community is located off 
the beaten path, it has 
had esteemed visitors 
like Bishop John Bura 
and even Metropolitan-
emeritus Stefan Soroka, 
who visited in April, 
“before he announced 
his retirement,” adds the 
Rev. Hitchens.

The Rev. Shenan J. 
Boquet, president of 
Human Life International, 
gracefully allows the 
community to celebrate 
weekly liturgy in HLI’s 
chapel, but the Rev. 
Hitchens explains, “We 
are currently hoping to 
find a more permanent 
home for our community 
so that we can become 
a fulltime parish with its 
own priest to minister to 

(continued on next page)
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BUS TRIP - Scranton

Scranton’s St. Vladimir Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church is sponsoring a Christmastime bus trip to New York 
City on Saturday, December 8, 2018. There will be several stops in Manhattan: the Ground Zero area for 
part of our group who have already made advance 911 Museum reservations; Little Italy; the Ukrainian 
Village on the lower East Side; Bryant Park’s Winter Village housing 125+ holiday vendors in midtown; and, 
the Christmassy Fifth Avenue area. We’ll have an opportunity to enjoy an Italian lunch, buy some Ukrainian 
goodies and items see many beautiful Christmas decorations as only New York City can do it including the 
famous Christmas tree at Rockefeller Center and more. 

Participants can follow the above itinerary or are free to 
do their own thing for part or all of the day. The 55 
passenger Martz bus will leave from St. Vladimir Church, 
428 North Seventh Avenue at 8:00am and departure from 
New York City for home will be at 8:45pm. A portion of 
the proceeds will be given again this Christmas to the 
orphans of St. Nicholas Orphanage in Kolomyia, Ukraine. 

Cost is $42.00 per person. For additional details and 
reservations contact Paul Ewasko at 570 563-2275. Check 
should be made out to St. Vladimir Church and mailed to 
Paul at 55 Waterford Road, Dalton PA 18414.

this community that has 
great potential.”

With a large number 
of young people and a 
special appeal to non-
Ukrainians, the parish 
certainly does have 
potential. Parishioner 
Mary Germain has nine 
children, five of her six 
sons assist at the altar 
every Saturday evening, 
and she is the unofficial 
cantor, “but we have 
lots of help from the 
congregation,” she adds. 
The devotion of the 
priests also adds to the 
parish’s attraction. “Our 
priests, Father Hitchens 
and Father Kharuk, are 
absolutely wonderful,” 

Ukrainian Catholic mission celebrates three years in Front Royal, Va.

says Mrs. Germain. 
The Rev. Wasyl Kharuk 
is spiritual director at 
St. Josaphat Ukrainian 
Catholic Seminary, co-
administrator of the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
National Shrine of the 
Holy Family, and co-
administrator of Ss. 
Joachim and Anna 
Church. “I have heard 
several people comment 
on how ‘good’ they are 
to go to confession,” 
she continues. “Their 
reverence in the 
celebration of liturgy is 
such a beautiful example 
to the people, and 
especially the altar boys. 
“They have gone 
out of their way to 

bring Communion to 
homebound individuals, 
some who are not even 
parishioners of our 
church. They always 
make it a point to go 
out and bless the homes 
during Christmastime, no 
matter how far away. 
They are both charitable 
in their actions and 
words and always joyful 
in their works. They have 
truly been a blessing to 
our community,” Mrs. 
Germain comments.

Parishioners Kyle and 
Amanda Hayes have six 
children and, Mrs. Hayes 
says, “we also enjoy 
the Ukrainian patrimony 
even though neither of us 

has Ukrainian heritage.” 
She adds that her 
husband and 10-year-old 
son “just started meeting 
together with some other 
parishioners from the 
church to learn Ukrainian 
on Friday evenings.”
The parish celebrates 
divine liturgy every 
Saturday at 4 p.m. at 
the HLI chapel at 4 
Family Life Lane, Front 
Royal, VA 22630. For 
more information, 
readers may e-mail 
ssjoachimandannaucc@
gmail.com.

http://www.ukrweekly.
com/uwwp/ukrainian-
c a t h o l i c - m i s s i o n -
celebrates-three-years-in-
front-royal-va/

(continued from previous page)
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Happy Birthday 
Bishop Andriy Rabiy

October 1, 2018
Mnohaya Lita!  
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BLESSING OF THE STATUE OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

 
On Sunday, September 30th, Fr. Evhen 
Moniuk blessed the statue of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, in front of St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, Great Meadows, NJ on the 
vigil of the Feast Day of the Patronage of the 
Mother of God. 
 
May God grant many blessings on the 
parishioners and friends of St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Church.  Mnohaya Lita! 

 

2018 Ukrainian 
Christmas Bazaar 

DATE: 
Sunday, November 18, 2018, 10am - 4pm 

 

LOCATION: 
Immaculate Conception Cathedral Hall 

Corner of Franklin & Brown Streets  
(For GPS directions, use: 814 N. Franklin St., Phila., PA 19123) 

________________________________ 
 

HOMEMADE FOOD/PASTRIES 
GIFTS & VENDORS 
CRAFTS & MUSIC 

FLEA MARKET 
HOURLY CATHEDRAL TOURS  

TURKEY DOOR PRIZES 
ADMISSION: $1.00 

KIDS UNDER 10: Free 
 

FRESH HOMEMADE PYROHY 
(AKA: Varenyky or Pierogies) 

Available for takeout by the dozen (frozen) 
Potato - Cheese - Sauerkraut 

To pre-order for pick-up during  
the bazaar, call (215) 829-4350 

________________________________ 
 

See old friends, classmates, 
our Missionary Sisters, and fellow parishioners 

Have fun!  See St. Nicholas!  Shop, eat, and win prizes! 
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Metropolitan-emeritus of Philadelphia, Archbishop Stefan Soroka 
leads the 2018 Clergy Retreat of the Archeparchy of Winnipeg

Throughout the 4-day retreat, that ran from September 
18-21, Metropolitan Stefan gave 10 retreat talks or 

homilies on various themes. 

http://archeparchy.ca/news_details.php?news_id=677
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The Life St. Nicholas School, Passaic, NJ  in the 
First Month of School Year

First Day of school
On September 5, 2018, 
our school, St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic, was 
filled with joy, welcoming 
91 students to grades 
Pre-K thru Gr. 8. The 
faculty, students, and 
parents were welcomed 
by Principal Sr. Eliane 
Ilnitski, SSMI, and 
our Pastor, Fr. Andriy 
Dudkevych. After 
greeting everyone after 
the long summer, Sr. 
Eliane welcomed the new 
students and families to 
the school, and then 
led all the children and 
their watching parents 
in prayer. Following the 
prayers all recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance, 
and sung God Bless 
America and Ukrainian 
National anthem. 
Following prayers, 
the students with their 
backpacks, as well as 
the teachers and parents, 
were sprinkled with holy 
water as they received 
a special blessing from 
Father Andriy. After 
entering the school and 
saying hello to their new 
classrooms, the students, 
faculty, and some 
parents participated in 
Divine Liturgy, celebrated 
by Fr. Andriy Dudkevych. 
During the Divine Liturgy, 
Fr. Andriy added some 
beautiful intentions, 
asking for God’s 

blessings on students, 
parents and teachers. 

9-11 Prayer Service
On September 11, 
parents joined us in 
Church for the 9/11 
Prayer Service. The 
prayer Service was 
focused on Peace. 
Students, teachers and 
parents prayed for Peace 
in the world. In addition, 
prayers and a Panahyda 
were offered for the soul 
of the victims of 9/11, 
especially of John Skala, 
Port Authority Police 
Officer and parishioner 
of St. Nicholas, who gave 
his life saving others on 
that unforgettable day, 
following the words of 
Jesus: “Love one another 
as I have loved you”. 
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Philadelphia Archieparchial Deacons attend the First U.S. 
Eastern Catholic Deacon Congress in Scranton, Pa.

Scranton, Pa.--The 
first Eastern Catholic 
Deacon Congress was 
held here at St. Mary 
Byzantine Catholic 
Church, Thursday, 
September 20 through 
Saturday, September 
22, 2018.  This historic 
event brought together 
deacons from the various 
sui juris Eastern Catholic 
Churches in the United 
States.

The Diaconal Congress 
was an opportunity 
for those serving in, 
preparing for and 
supporting diaconal 
ministry in our churches 
to come together for a 
time of fellowship and 
formation across the 
jurisdictions.  Deacons 
Paul Makar, Michael 
Waak and Paul Spotts 
from the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia attended 
the Congress.

The three-day Congress 
was sponsored by 
the Eastern Catholic 
Associates, the 
consortium of Eastern 
Catholic Bishops in the 
United States from the 
Archeparchies and/
or Eparchies of the 
Armenian, Chaldean, 
Maronite, Melkite, 
Romanian, Ruthenian, 
Syriac, Syro-Malabar, 

Syro-Malanka, and 
Ukrainian Churches.  

The Congress was 
organized by the 
Eastern Catholic Deacon 
Congress Coordinating 
Committee in 
coordination with Bishop 
Kurt Burnette, Eparchy of 
the Byzantine Eparchy of 
Passaic, NJ, 150 people, 
who were primarily 
deacons and their 
wives, several diaconal 
candiates and those 
discerning a vocation to 
the diaconate attended 
the Congress. 

Keynote speakers 
delivered presentations 
on topics from biblical, 
pastoral, catechetical, 
theological, liturgical 
and practical matters 
pertaining to the 
diaconate drawn from 
the various Eastern 
Catholic traditions.  

Besides the presentations, 
the three day Congress 
included morning, noon, 
and evening prayer 
services.  

The celebration of the 
Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy by Bishop 
Kurt Burnette was the 
concluding litrugircal 
service of the Congress.

The Eastern Catholic 

Deacon Congress 
coincided with the 
50th Anniversary of 
the restoration of the 
diaconal ministry in the 
United States during the 
Post Conciliar period 
of the Second Vatican 
Council.  In the United 

States and Canada, 
over 300 deacons are 
presently serving the 
faithful in the Eastern 
Catholic Churches.  

Submitted by: Rev. 
Deacon Paul Makar  

Photo caption:  Deacon Paul Makar, 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Church, Perth Amboy, NJ, Deacon Michael 
Waak, Immaculate Conception Cathedral, 
Philadelphia and Deacon Paul Spotts, St. 
Michael Church, Frackville, Pa. and St John 
the Baptist Church, Maizeville, Pa.
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      PHILADELPHIA CELEBRATES UKRAINE INDEPENDENCE   
                                         

Ulana Baluch Mazurkevich   
A commemorative 
concert to celebrate  
independence of 
Ukraine was held 
Friday, August 24, at the 
Ukrainian Educational 
and Cultural Center in 
Jenkintown, a suburb 
of Philadelphia.   The 
beautiful, well attended 
concert, was organized 
by the Ukrainian 
Community Committee 
“Hromadsky Komitet”, 
which is comprised of 
27 organizations and is 
empowered to organize 
large  “hromadksi”, 
community events.  
 
The concert was opened 
by the head of the 
“Hromadsky Komitet”, 
Ulana Mazurkevich who 
flanked by representatives 
of Ukrainian youth 
organizations, greeted 
the attendees with 
the traditional “Slava 
Ukrainia”, “Glory to 
Ukraine.  After the 
remarks Ms. Mazurkevich 
called for a moment of 
silence for the thousands 
who died in protecting 
Ukraine’s independence.  
Following the moment of 
silence the attendees led 
by Yulia Stupen joined 
in the singing of the 
American anthem and 
then the Ukrainian anthem 
led by  the bandurists 
“Shabli Kobzariv”.  The 
Declaration of the 

Independence of Ukraine 
was read by Roman 
Dubenko. 
 
The opening Prayer was 
delivered by Auxilliary 
Bishop John Bura.  In a 
moving, beautiful prayer 
Bishop Bura prayed for 
the thousands who died, 
the thousands who were 
left injured, the thousands 
who are  still fighting to 
maintain a democratic, 
sovereign Ukraine.  

After the formal part 
of the concert Halyna 
Bodnar and Yulia 
Stupin`on the bandura 
, raised their voice in 
song performing  V. 
Symonenko’s, “My Son” 
and Z. Kopchyk, “My 
Dear Ukraine”. 
 
The concert attendees  
were able to welcome two 
very strong supporters 
of Ukraine, Democratic 
Congressman Brendan 
Boyle and Republican 
Congressman Brian 
Fitzpatrick,  they both 
serve on the Foreign 
Relations Committee as 
well as the Congressional 
Ukrainian Caucus. Both 
Congressmen delivered 
very strong supportive 
remarks on Ukraine.  
Their remarks were 
greeted by numerous 
applause. 
 

The Children’s Choir of 
Our Ukrainian Heritage 
School, “Soloveiky” under 
the artistic directorship 
of Hayna Bodnar and 
accompanied on piano 
by Luba Shchuyko 
delighted the audience.  
The highlight of the 
concert was the husband 
and wife piano duo 
of Dmitri and Anna 
Shelest. In their rendition 
of Mykola Lysenko’s 
overture to the opera,  
“Taras Bulba”, which 
was arranged for piano 
for four hands by Levko 
Revutsky, brought the 
attendees to a standing 
ovation. 
  
The all male choir 
Prometheus, under 
the baton of Roman 
Kucharsky and 

accompanied on piano 
by Irene Zwarych 
performed to thunderous 
applause.  Their 
rendition of I. Bahryany 
and music of H. Kytasty 
enthralled the audience.  
The audience would not 
let Prometheus leave the 
stage clapping for more 
songs which the choir  
happily delivered. 

The closing prayers were 
entoned by Reverend 
Taras Naumenko, pastor 
of St. Vladimir Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church.  After 
the prayer everyone 
joined Prometheus in 
singing,  “Bozhe Velykhy” 
“God is Great”  and 
“God Bless America”. 

Congressman Brendan Boyle making 
remarks (Photo: Scott Heppard)



OCTOBER 7, 2018  28

Representatives of the Ukrainian community in USA 
congratulated the President of Ukraine on his birthday

26 September 2018 

During a working 
visit to the United 
States, President Petro 
Poroshenko and his wife 
Maryna Poroshenko 
met with leaders of the 
Ukrainian community in 
the United States.

At the beginning 
of the meeting, the 
representatives of the 

Ukrainian community 
congratulated Petro 
Poroshenko on his 
birthday, noting that it 
was already Wednesday, 
September 26 in Ukraine. 
The attendees performed 
the traditional Ukrainian 
song "Mnohaya Lita" for 
the President.

The Head of State 
thanked for the greetings 
and noted that he was 

very touched.

The Head of State 
thanked for the greetings 
and noted that he was 
very touched. "Birthday is 
usually celebrated in the 
company of very close 
friends. I want to say that it 
is extremely comfortable 
for me to celebrate 
birthday in the company 
of my friends," Petro 
Poroshenko addressed 

the representatives of the 
Ukrainian community.

h t t p s : / / w w w .
president.gov.ua/en/
n ew s /p r e d s t a v n i k i -
ukrayinskoyi-gromadi-
ssha-privi tal i-z-dnem-
naro-49894

Very Rev. Roman Pitula, Cathedral Rector, represented the Archeparchy of Philadelphia on 
September 25, 2018 in meeting Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko in New York.
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President (Poroshenko) calls on the UN General Assembly to 
adopt a declaration on the Holodomor of 1932-33 in Ukraine

27 September 2018 

“Ukraine, like nobody, 
knows the price of this 
tragedy. This November 
we will mark 85th 
Anniversary of one of the 
deadliest crimes of the 
20th century – the crime 
of Holodomor, mass 
starvation in Ukraine 
artificially organized by 
the Stalinist regime. It took 
lives of several millions 
of Ukrainians,” President 
Petro Poroshenko said 
in his speech during the 
General Debate of the 
73rd session of the UN 
General Assembly.

“In this regard, I would 
like to renew my appeal 
to the Assembly to 
mark one of the biggest 
tragedies in human 
history by adopting a 
dedicated declaration,” 
the President noted.

“Today, when more than 
850 million people in 
the world are starving, 
my country cannot stand 
idle and is ready to offer 
the world its help in 
addressing the issue of 
food security,” the Head 
of State emphasized.

He reminded that in 
2019-2021, Ukraine will 
take over an important 
responsibility as member 
of the United Nations 
Economic and Social 

Council.

“Based on its extensive 
recent experience, my 
country looks forward 
to using its membership 
to strengthen the role of 
the Council in following-
up and reviewing 2030 
Agenda and Sustainable 
Development Goals, 
particularly when it 
comes to conflict and 
post-conflict settings. 
Among 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals 

Ukraine particularly 
welcomes the UN 
initiatives aimed at 
reducing global hunger,” 
Petro Poroshenko 
stressed.

https://www.president.
g o v . u a / e n / n e w s /
p r e z i d e n t - z a k l i k a v -
generalnu-asambleyu-
o o n - p r i j n y a t i -
deklara-49966

The Book That Calls for a Dialogue - His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
presented in Lviv his book Dialogue Heals Wounds

Thursday, 20 September 
2018
 
To build bridges, not to 
erect walls ... This was 
emphasized by the Head 
and Father of the UGCC 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
during the presentation 
of the book "Dialogue 
Heals Wounds" at Lviv 

Franko University within 
the framework of the 
25th Publisher Forum. 

The Polish editor of the 
Catholic news agency 
Krzysztof Thomasics held 
the presentation of the 
book with the Primate of 
the UGCC.

The presentation was 
attended by clergy, 
artists, students, 
representatives of local 
and regional authorities, 
officials, a lot of ordinary 
people, as well as the 
President of Ukraine 
Petro Poroshenko. 
Speaking about the 
Tomos, the President 

stated in his speech that 
the only Church plays 
an important role in the 
unification and state-
building of Ukraine.

In the edition, the spiritual 
leader of the Greek 
Catholics talks about the 

(continued on next page)
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peculiarities of Polish-
Ukrainian relations. The 
book focuses on the 
average Pole who knows 
nothing about Ukraine, 
in particular Ukrainian 
history and the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church.
"In the Polish audience, 
we saw that we did not 
answer all the questions 
that is why this dialogue 
needs to be continued. 
Therefore, this book not 
only contains the concept 
of dialogue in its title, it 
is not only constructed in 
the form of a dialogue, 
but it also calls for 
dialogue," said the Head 
of the UGCC.

Since the publication 
has become popular 
in Poland, the Head of 
the Church hopes that it 
will become interesting 
and equally useful to 
Ukrainians. Moreover, 
there's even the idea of 
the second volume of the 
"Dialogue ..."

In the opinion of His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav, 
the title of this "little 
book" conveys the entire 
contents of the publication 
in three words. "We live in 
a world of monologues. 
We do not know how to 
interact. We do not know 
how to hear another 
person, even if she thinks 
differently than me," 
reflects the Head of the 

The Book That Calls for a Dialogue - His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
presented in Lviv his book Dialogue Heals Wounds

UGCC. "We must hear 
and listen to each other. 
Dialogue doesn't mean 
losing a certain party or 
when someone is losing 
ground," he explained.

His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
is convinced that, in order 
for Ukraine and Poland 
to be great powers, 
they should open the 
greatness and holiness 
of Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky. After all, his 
thoughts were important 
not only in a certain 
period, they were ahead 
of their time and remain 
relevant until now.

"We live in difficult times, 
but I am looking for 
answers in the writings 
of Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky. If we talk 
about the processes 
that are taking place 
in the lives of our 
Orthodox brethren, what 
is the position of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church in these events? 
Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky said: "I am 
ready to renounce the 
leadership of my Church, 
let her be led by some of 
the Orthodox brethren, 
only that this Church 
should live in unity and 
communion with the 
successor of the Apostle 
Peter," said the Head of 
the Church.

And then he added: "We 
are a Church not only for 
Ukrainians. Our Church 
is an inalienable part of 
universal Christianity, it 
is a global Church and 
can bring this global 
dimension into Ukrainian 
discourse. She is able to 
seek dialogue with our 
Orthodox brethren and 
help our Church in Kyiv 
to rediscover our origin. 
We have to say so much 
to the whole world! "

It is worth noting that 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
said that, at the time of 
the Synod of Bishops in 
Rome, a presentation of 
the book "Tell me the 
truth" in Italian, prepared 
by Professor of Pastoral 
Theology of the Pontifical 
Lateran University, will be 
held in Rome.

At the end of the event, the 
rector of the Ivan Franko 
National University of 
Lviv Volodymyr Melnyk 
suggested that such 
meetings be held in 
a traditional way. In 

addition, he proposed to 
translate the book "Tell 
me the truth" to the Center 
for Italian Language and 
Culture of the Franko 
National University. 
Moreover, the Academic 
Council of the University 
decided to reward His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav with 
the highest university 
award - the medal 
of Ivan Franko for his 
outstanding contribution 
to the development of 
Ukrainian spirituality.

It should be added that the 
Primate thanked all those 
who helped "Dialogue 
..." to see the world. 
Finally, he completed the 
meeting with simple, but 
apt words: "Till we  meet 
again!"
 
Department of 
Information of the UGCC
http://news.ugcc.ua/en/
photo/the_book_that_
calls_for_a_dialogue__
his_beatitude_sviatoslav_
presented_in_lviv_his_
book_dialogue_heals_
wounds_83904.html
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Faith is a power of God, abiding in a person, - Head of 
UGCC in Patriarchal Curia in Lviv

Thursday, 20 September 
2018 

Faith always encourages 
people to changes. It 
is another bridge of 
unity between a man 
and God. However, 
modern society lacks 
faith in one another… 
N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g 
different challenges and 
difficulties, precisely faith 
in God gives us power. 

His Beatitude Sviatoslav, 
Head and Father of 
UGCC said in his 
homily delivered to 
the faithful during the 
Liturgy on September 
19 in Patriarchal Curia, 
Lviv. The participants of 
common prayer were 
workers of Curia: clergy, 
monks and laity.

“According to the 
context of Gospel, faith 
in God means (first of all) 
trust in Him”, the Major 
Archbishop assured. 
“When a person believes 
in Lord, they reveal 

themselves to Him and 
receive His power and 
grace”, added he.

As for him, Jesus Christ 
teaches us how to trust 
God. As we become 
strong owing to His 
power only. We should 
feel this trust and believe 
in our own strength.

“The biggest obstacle 
we face on our way 
to the Lord is disbelief. 
We see that nowadays 
in our society, even in 
our communities this is 
one of the reasons of 
our biggest exhaustion. 
We have to tackle it 
with a help of prayer 
and feeling of unity with 
God and those who are 
around us”, Head of 
Church assumes.

He is convinced, when 
a person believes in 
God – the process of 
transformation from a 
sinner to a saint ultimately 
begins. “Faith is a power 
of God what abides in 

a person”, His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav stressed on.
He also mentioned that 
in Patriarchal Curia we 
have to trust and support 
each other as well.

By the end of the Liturgy 
Head of UGCC expressed 
his deep gratitude 
to Sr. Emmanuela 
Kharyshyn, SSMI, 
administrative assistant 
of Patriarchal Curia of 
UGCC and the one 
who was responsible for 
carrying out renovation 
in the premises of 
Administrative building of 

Patriarchal Curia, UGCC 
(located in Mykil’sko-
Slobids’ka Str. 5) for her 
fruitful work and service 
to our Church. Since 
now sister dedicates 
more of her time to the 
Congregation.

The UGCC Department 
for Information 

http://news.ugcc.ua/en/
news/faith_is_a_power_
of_god_abiding_in_a_
person__head_of_ugcc_
in_patriarchal_curia_in_
lviv_83917.html

Churches of Eastern Rite Celebrate Beginning of New Liturgical Year

14 September 2018

The Eastern churches 
celebrate the beginning 
of the church year 
(indiction) in September: 
on 1 September 
according to the 

Gregorian Calendar 
and on 14 September 
according to the Julian 
Calendar. The full 
religious year lasts from 
14 (1) September to 13 
September (31 August).

The date of the new 
church year was 
adopted by the fathers 
of the Ecumenical 
Council in Nicea in 325. 
The Eastern churches 
still live according to 
that decree. As for the 

Roman Catholic Church, 
it begins the liturgical 
year on the first Sunday 
of  Advent, the Christmas 
fast.
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The indiction by which 
the fathers of the Council 
in Nicea established the 
date of the celebration 
of the beginning of 
the church year is 
called "Byzantine," 
"Constantinople" or 
Constantine's.  In the 
beginning the indiction 
was obligatory for the 
whole Roman Empire, 
except Egypt. Emperor 
Justinian I decreed that 
all official documents 

Churches of Eastern Rite Celebrate Beginning of New Liturgical Year

should be dated after 
the indict. The Roman 
Church under Pope 
Pelagius II approved 
the indict for its use for 
the dates of documents 
and ceased to fulfil that 
resolution only in 1097.

The day of the beginning 
of the church year 
became a church holiday. 
It is not known exactly 
when the beginning of 
the indiction became a 

church holiday but it was 
already in existence in 
the 8th century.

Fr. Yulian (Katrii) in 
his book "Know your 
rite," notes: "the church 
liturgical year is a 
powerful hymn of honour 
and glory to God in 
which the triple church 
participates: the Church 
Triumphant in Heaven, 
the Church Militant on 
Earth and the Church 

Suffering in purgatory." 
"The whole content of 
our Holy Faith finds its 
best description in it," the 
author adds.

h t t p s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
c u l t u r e / r e l i g i o u s _
holidays/72638

Pope to elderly in Riga: You are the roots of what blossoms today

September 24, 2018

By Francesca Merlo

Pope Francis recalled 
that many of those 
present were victims 
of “the horror of the 
war, then political 
repression, persecution 
and exile”. He lauded 
them, as he said they 
“remained steadfast” 
and “persevered their 
faith”.

“Neither the Nazi regime 
nor the Soviet regime 
could extinguish the faith 
in your hearts” said Pope 
Francis.
These occurrences, 
said Pope Francis, 
“did not stop some of 
you from becoming 
priests, religious sisters, 
catechists or from serving 
the Church in other ways 

that put your lives at 
risk”. He commended 
them, assuring them they 
“fought the good fight”.

Constancy in faith 
The Pope said that 
this “constancy in faith 
overcomes trials”, and 
urged them to be 
consistent, saying that 
their work, “however 
perfect in those days, 
must also tend to 
perfection in today’s 
new situations.”. He 
acknowledged that those 
who “devoted body 
and soul… to winning 
freedom” for their native 
land now often find 
themselves “cast aside”.

This brought to light the 
fact that often today’s 
free men and women 
“subject the elderly to 
solitude, abandonment, 

lack of assistance, social 
exclusion and even 
poverty” making those 
who fought to gain 
those rights “honoured 
in words but forgotten in 
daily life”.

He urged them not to 
lose hope, reminding 
them that “Saint James 
tells you nonetheless 
to persevere, not to 
give up”. He told them 
to continue applying 
two forms of patience: 
“patient endurance and 
patient expectation”. “In 
this way”, said Pope 
Francis, “you will continue 
to build your people”.

Perseverance in the 
face of adversity

Pope Francis reminded 
them that because of 
their length of years they 

are “living witnesses of 
perseverance in the face 
of adversity”, and that 
this is a gift to “remind 
younger generations that 
the care and protection 
of those who have gone 
before us is loved and 
valued by God”.

Pope Francis also 
reminded the elderly that 
they are the “roots of 
young shoots that need to 
flourish and bear fruits”. 
In going back to his 
own roots, he concluded 
quoting a sonnet by the 
Argentine poet Bernаrdez: 
“’all the blossoms on the 
tree draw life from what 
lies buried underneath’”.

https://www.vaticannews.
va/en/pope/news/2018-
09/aposto l ic - journey-
lativa-riga-meeting-eldery.
html
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His Beatitude Sviatoslav: The visit of the Pope to Lithuania is a 
symbol and message

Tuesday, 25 September 
2018

In an interview for KAI, 
the Polish Catholic News 
Agency, the second 
largest agency in Europe 
and the first in Central 
and Eastern Europe, 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav, 
the Head of the UGCC, 
who, along with a 
group of faithful of the 
UGCC, participates 
in the apostolic trip of 
Pope Francis to the 
Baltic States, argues 
that this visit is of great 
importance for the entire 
region of the former 
Soviet Union. 

 "The visit of the Pope to 
the land, so abundantly 
irrigated by the blood 
of the martyrs," said the 
Head of the UGCC," is 
very important not only 
for Christians in Europe, 
but also throughout the 
world."

"I came as a delegate 
of the Synod of Bishops 
of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church," he 
added, "since Vilnius is 
the old capital of my 
predecessors, Kyivan 
Bishops who lived here 
after they were expelled 
from Kyiv. St. Josaphat 
joined the Vilnius 

monastery of the Basilian 
Fathers. It was here that 
he preached about the 
unity of the Church."

In an interview for KAI, the 
Supreme Archbishop of 
Kyiv-Halych stressed that 
the Holy Father "came 
to Lithuania not only as 
the Head of the Church, 
but also as a symbol of 
the unity of Christians. 
We know how East and 
West today need unity, 
not only national, not 
only political, not only 
economic, but, above all, 
spiritual. I am convinced 
that the presence of the 
Pope here, in Lithuania, 

is a symbol and a 
message to the Catholics 
of both rites, the Roman 
and Byzantine, and 
other denominations, our 
Orthodox and Protestant 
brothers, because we 
together must testify about 
Christ in order to be true 
Christians in a society 
subject to secularization."
 
www.vaticannews.va

ht tp ://news .ugcc .ua/
en/news/his_beatitude_
sviatoslav_the_visit_of_
the_pope_to_lithuania_
i s _ a _ s y m b o l _ a n d _
message_83943.html

Vilnius was the seat of Kyiv Metropolitan for a long time, The 
Head of the UGCC at a meeting with the Minister of Foreign 

Affairs of Lithuania
Sunday, 23 September 
2018

On September 22, His 
Beatitude Svіatoslav, 
the Head of the UGCC, 
taking part in the visit of 
Pope Francis to the Baltic 
States, met in Vilnius with 
Mr. Linas Linkevicius, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Lithuania. 

The meeting was held 
in the premises of the 
Lithuanian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. Mr. Asta 
Andrijаuskiene, Head of 
the Eastern European 
Affairs Department, and 
Fr. Vinkentij  Pelуkh, 

OSBM, abbot of Saint 
Josaphat Monastery in 
Vilnius.

The parties discussed 
the social and religious 
situation in Ukraine. His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav 
presented to the Minister 
the activity of the national 
forum "Transformation 
of Ukraine" and the 
role of Churches and 
religious organizations in 
building up civil society 
institutions and European 
mechanisms in state 
institutions.

The Head of the 
UGCC stressed that his 

participation in the visit 
of the Holy Father to 
Lithuania was a tribute 
to the historical heritage 
of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church, as Vilnius 
was for a long time the 
seat of his predecessors, 
the Kyiv Metropolitans. 
His presence is also an 
expression of gratitude 
to the Catholic Church 
of Lithuania for help 
and solidarity with us 
during the communist 
persecution and a sign 
of full cooperation in the 
present.

At the end of the meeting, 
the Minister thanked His 

Beatitude Svіatoslav for 
his visit and assured that 
Lithuania is with Ukraine 
in its struggle to be free 
and independent and 
will always support its 
people.
 
Department of 
Information of the UGCC

http://news.ugcc.ua/
en/news/vilnius_was_
t h e _ s e a t _ o f _ k y i v _
me t ropo l i tan_ fo r_a_
long_time_the_head_of_
the_ugcc_at_a_meeting_
with_the_minister_of_
f o r e i g n _ a f f a i r s _ o f _
lithuania_83931.html
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Pope John Paul I: The 'smiling pope' - September 28, 2018 marks 
the fortieth anniversary of the death of Pope John Paul I. 

September 28, 2018

It was on August 26, 1978, Cardinal Albino Luciani, 
Patriarch of Venice, was elected Pope and took the 
name of John Paul I. Known as the ‘smiling Pope’,  
he was in office as a Pope for only 33 days due to 
his sudden death on September 28. So became one 
of the shortest-lived popes in history.

He was declared a Servant of God by his successor, 
John Paul II, on 23 November 2003, the first step on 
the road to sainthood. Pope Francis confirmed his 
heroic virtue on 8 November 2017 and named him 
Venerable.

With Sign Language, Everyone is Included
Pope on World Deaf Day: fight culture of exclusion and waste

September 28, 2018

This year’s 60th 
anniversary of World 
Deaf Day is being 
observed on September 
29th
.   
Pope Francis is calling 
us to promote a culture 
of welcome, inclusion, 
encounter and solidarity 
in contrast to today’s 
culture of exclusion and 
waste. In his message to 
Italy’s National Agency 
for the Deaf, Pope Francis 
thanked the many men 
and women of good 
will, who throughout the 
years have committed 
themselves  to “fight 
exclusion and the culture 
of waste in order to 
protect and promote, in 

every area, the value of 
the life of every human 
being and, in particular, 
the dignity of deaf 
people.”

Many have helped 
progress in the self-
determination of deaf 
people.  According to 
the Pope, the fact that 
many deaf people and 
their families no longer 
feel alone is a great 
achievement.

The Pope lamented that 
while great progress 
has been made in 
the scientific, social 
and cultural fields, 
the dangerous and 
unacceptable culture of 
waste has also spread. 
The centrality of the 

human person is being 
replaced by economic 
interest, power and 
unbridled consumption.  
Among the victims of 
this culture, the Pope 
said, are the most fragile 
people, the elderly and 
young people.  

All persons, including 
the handicap, are of 
inestimable human 
wealth. The right of 
every man and woman 
to a dignified life must 
always be protected.”  
Pope Francis stated that 
it is not just a question of 
satisfying certain needs.  
The deaf desire to be 
welcomed and to be able 
to live independently.

Pope Francis states that 

inclusion should become 
a mentality and a culture. 
Also, legislators and 
leaders should not fail 
to give this cause their 
consistent and concrete 
support.

Adapted an article by 
Robin Gomes

h t t p s : / / w w w .
va t i cannews . va/en/
pope/news/2018-09/
pope-francis-world-deaf-
day-message.html

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2018-09/pope-john-paul-i-death-anniversary.html
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Pope at Mass: Guardian angels, our daily gate to the Father

October 2, 2018

On the Memorial of the 
Guardian Angels, Pope 
Francis dedicated the 
Mass to the 25 years 
of religious life of a nun 
present at the celebration. 
Taking his inspiration from 
the Readings, he praised 
the role of the protectors 
God places by our side: 
the angels, whom he 
calls our companions, 
guardians, and guides 
along the path of our life, 
and gateways that open 
the way to God.

By Gabriella Ceraso

“Behold, I send an angel 
before you, to guard 
you on the way and to 
bring you to the place 
which I have prepared.” 
Pope Francis chose these 
words, taken from the 
first Reading, as the basis 
for his reflection in the 
homily at the Mass for 
the feast of the Guardian 
Angels. They are the 
“special helpers” that 
“the Lord promises to His 
people and to us who 
travel along the path of 
life.”

Our angels are a 
compass to guide our 
journey
Life is a journey, along 
which we must be 
helped by “companions,” 
by “protectors,” by 
“compasses” that guard 

us against dangers, and 
from the snares we might 
encounter along the way. 
Pope Francis points out 
three specific risks:

There is the danger of 
not going on the journey. 
And how many people 
settle down, and don’t set 
out on the journey, and 
their whole life is stalled, 
without moving, without 
doing anything… It is a 
danger. Like that man 
in the Gospel who was 
afraid to invest the talent. 
He buried it, and [said] “I 
am at peace, I am calm. 
I can’t make a mistake. 
So I won’t take a risk.” 
And so many people 
don’t know how to make 
the journey, or are afraid 
of taking risks, and they 
are stalled. But we know 
that the rule is that those 
who are stalled in life 
end up corrupted. Like 
water: when the water is 
stopped up in a place, 
the mosquitos come, 
they lay their eggs, and 
everything is corrupted. 
Everything. The angels 
help us, they push us to 
continue on the journey.

The dangers of going 
astray, or losing our 
way in a maze

But there are two other 
dangers we face in our 
lives, the Pope continued. 
There is the “danger of 
going astray,” which can 
be corrected easily only 

at the beginning; and the 
danger of leaving the 
road to lose ourselves 
in a maze, going “from 
one part to another,” like 
a “labyrinth” that traps 
us, so that we can never 
escape. The angel, Pope 
Francis repeated, is there 
“to help us not to mistake 
the road, and to continue 
to journey along it” – but 
our prayer, our request 
for help, is needed:

And the Lord says, 
“Have respect for their 
presence.” The angel 
is authoritative; he has 
authority to guide us. 
Listen to him. “Hearken 
to his voice, and do not 
rebel against him.” Listen 
to the inspirations, which 
are always from the Holy 
Spirit – but the angel 
inspires them. But I want 
to ask you a question: 
Do you speak with your 
angel? Do you know the 
name of your angel? Do 
you listen to your angel? 
Do you allow yourself to 
be led by hand along the 
path, or do you need to 
be pushed to move?

Angels show us the 
way to reach the 
Father
But the presence and 
the role of the angels 
in our life is even more 
important, because, Pope 
Francis said, they not 
only help us to journey 
well, but also show us 
our destination. In the 

day’s Gospel, taken from 
St Matthew, the Lord 
says “Do not despise 
one of these little ones,” 
because “their angels in 
heaven always look upon 
the face of my heavenly 
Father.” In the “mystery of 
the guardianship of the 
angels,” the Pope said, 
“there is also the idea 
of “the contemplation of 
God the Father,” which 
we can only understand 
if we are given that 
grace from the Lord. 
Pope Francis draws the 
conclusion:

Our angel is not only 
with us; he also sees 
God the Father. He is in 
relationship with Him. He 
is the daily bridge, from 
the moment we arise to 
the moment we go to 
bed. He accompanies us 
and is a link between us 
and God the Father. The 
angel is the daily gateway 
to transcendence, to 
the encounter with the 
Father: that is, the angel 
helps me to go forward 
because he looks upon 
the Father, and he knows 
the way. Let us not forget 
these companions along 
the journey.

https://www.vaticannews.
va/en/pope- f ranc i s/
m a s s - c a s a - s a n t a -
m a r t a / 2 0 1 8 - 1 0 /
pope- f ranc i s -homi l y -
dai ly -mass-guardian-
angels-transcendence.
html
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The Head of the UGCC will take part in the 
Pontifical Synod in Rome

Tuesday, 02 October 
2018

On October 6, 2018, 
the Father and the Head 
of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church will take 
part in the 15th Ordinary 
General Assembly of 
the Synod of Bishops 
on "Youth, Faith and 
Recognition of the Call." 
Bishop Bryan (Bayda) 
will also take part in 
the Assembly, whom 
the Synod of Bishops 
of the UGCC elected 
as a delegate from 
the Ukrainian Greek 

Catholic Church. 

"In a couple of days I 
will be going to Rome 
to take part in the Papal 
Synod, for which the Holy 
Father convenes Bishops 
from all over the world. 
We will look for ways in 
which we can best testify 
the faith today and pass 
it on to young people. 
Let us contemplate 
how today we are not 
ashamed of our Savior," 
said the Primate of the 
Church during the 23rd 
International Pilgrimage 
of Rosary in Pogonia, 

Precarpathia, on 
September 30.

In the sermon during 
the Liturgy, the Head 
of the Church asked to 
pray for Pope Francis. 
"In these days, I had the 
opportunity to pray with 
him, and he urged the 
whole Church to pray 
the rosary in October. 
We know how today the 
devil personally attacks 
the Holy Father from 
all around. He needs 
our prayer, our help, 
solidarity and unity. And 
who should do this first, 

if not us, the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church, 
which still carries the 
wounds of martyrdom 
for its fidelity to the 
successor of the apostle 
Peter," said the Head of 
the UGCC.

Department of 
Information of the UGCC

http://news.ugcc.ua/en/
news/the_head_of_the_
ugcc_will_take_part_in_
the_pontifical_synod_in_
rome_84026.html

Pope to Synod Fathers: don't allow past mistakes 
crush your dreams and hopes

03 October 2018

Pope Francis celebrated 
the opening Mass of 
the Synod of Bishops on 
Wednesday expressing 
his trust in young people, 
whom he said, are 
called to help renew 
the Church’s capacity to 
dream, to hope and to 
build a better world.

By Linda Bordoni

Speaking during his 
homily at an open-air 
Mass in St. Peter’s Square 
that inaugurated the 
3-week Synod on “Young 
People, the Faith and 

Vocational Discernment”, 
Pope Francis called on 
his brother bishops to 
heed the voices of young 
people in the effort to 
build a better world than 
that of their elders. 
 
He expressed his 
confidence in the new 
generations that, he 
said, “are capable of 
prophesy and vision” 
and prayed that the Holy 
Spirit may grant synodal 
Fathers the grace of 
being anointed with the 
youthful “gift of dreaming 
and of hoping.”

Bishops from across 

the world, including 
China

It is with an attitude of 
docile listening to the 
voice of the Spirit, he said, 
that “we have gathered 
from all parts of the 
world”.  He remarked on 
the fact that for the first 
time, at the Synod, there 
are two bishops from 
mainland China and that 
“the communion of the 
entire Episcopate with 
the Successor of Peter is 
yet more visible thanks 
to their presence”.

The Pope expressed his 
hope that the ecclesial 

meeting will help 
broaden the horizons, 
expand hearts and 
“transform those frames 
of mind that today 
paralyze, separate and 
alienate us from young 
people” leaving them, he 
said, “exposed to stormy 
seas, orphans without 
a faith community that 
should sustain them, 
orphans devoid of a 
sense of direction and 
meaning in life”.

But, he said, hope 
challenges and moves 
us, shattering that 

(continued on next page)
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conformism which says, 
“it’s always been done 
like this”.

“Hope asks us to get up 
and look directly into the 
eyes of young people 
and see their situations” 
he said.

Francis said that today, 
young people are calling 
us “to join them in facing 
the present with greater 
commitment and to 
work against whatever 
prevents their lives from 
growing in a dignified 
way”.

Young people ask 
us not to leave them 
alone

He said they demand 
from us creativity, 
dynamism, intelligence, 
enthusiasm and hope. 

They ask us, he continued 
“not to leave them alone 
in the hands of so many 
pedlars of death who 
oppress their lives and 
darken their vision”.
The Pope reminded his 
fellow bishops and priests 
that they are called to 
be humble and without 
prejudice as they look 
to the interests of others: 
“In this spirit we will try to 
listen to one another, in 
order to discern together 
what the Lord is asking 
of his Church.”
Love for the Gospel, 
he continued, and for 
the people who have 
been entrusted to 
us, challenges us “to 
broaden our horizons 
and not lose sight of the 
mission to which we are 
called”.

“May the Spirit give 

us the grace to be a 
memory that is diligent, 
living and effective, that 
does not allow itself from 
one generation to the 
next to be extinguished 
or crushed by the 
prophets of doom and 
misfortune, by our own 
shortcomings, mistakes 
and sins” he said. 

Council Fathers and 
Pope Paul VI

The Pope concluded 
recalling the message 
of Council Fathers at 
the end of the Second 
Vatican Council when 
the Synod of Bishops 
was established.

It was a message, he 
said, that urged the 
Church to “rejuvenate 
her image” in order to 
respond better to the 

Pope to Synod Fathers: don't allow past mistakes 
crush your dreams and hopes

design of Christ. And he 
concluded quoting Pope 
Paul VI’s 1965 address to 
young men and women 
of the world: “it is in His 
name that today we exhort 
you to open your hearts 
to the dimensions of the 
world, to heed the appeal 
of your brothers, to place 
your youthful energies at 
their service. Fight against 
all egoism. Refuse to give 
free course to the instincts 
of violence and hatred 
which beget wars and all 
their train of miseries. Be 
generous, pure, respectful 
and sincere, and build in 
enthusiasm a better world 
than your elders had.”

https://www.vaticannews.
va/en/pope/news/2018-
10/synod-youth-2018-
holy-mass.html

Pope Francis: Synod is a time for sharing
October 3, 2018

Pope Francis leads the 
assembled gathering 
in the Liturgy of the 
Hours, and gives the 
opening address at the 
XV Ordinary General 
Assembly of the Synod 
of Bishops.

By Christopher Wells

In his Opening Speech 
for the Fifteenth General 
Assembly of the Synod 
of Bishops, Pope Francis 
said “the Synod we 
are living is a time 
for sharing” – sharing 
that must involve both 
speaking with courage 
and frankness, and 
listening with humility. The 
Synod, he said, “must be 
an exercise in dialogue,” 

especially for those 
directly participating in 
the event.

Pope Francis emphasized 
that the Synod “is 
an ecclesial exercise 
in discernment,” an 
“interior attitude rooted 
in an act of faith.” One 
of the innovations in this 
General Assembly will 
be moments of silence 

after every five speeches, 
precisely in order for 
participants to discern 
what they have heard.
The importance of 
listening was in important 
motif in the Pope’s 
speech. In order to be a 
Church that “listens and 
journeys,” Pope Francis 
said we must “leave 
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behind” our “prejudice 
and stereotypes.” In 
particular, he warned 
against both the “scourge 
of clericalism” and the 
“virus of self-sufficiency.”
Despite the troubles the 
Church faces today, 
Pope Francis reminded 
us that “our faith tells us 
that it is also the Kairos,” 

God’s time, “in which the 
Lord comes to meet us in 
order to love us and call 
us to the fullness of life.”

“May the Synod 
awaken our hearts!” he 
proclaimed, expressing 
the hope that “the 
meeting between 
generations” might “be 

extremely fruitful for 
giving rise to hope.”

During the Synod, 
Pope Francis said, “let 
us ‘spend time with the 
future,’” in order “to 
take from this Synod not 
merely a document – that 
generally is only read 
by a few and criticized 

by many – but above 
all concrete pastoral 
proposals capable of 
fulfilling the Synod’s 
purpose.”

https://www.vaticannews.
va/en/pope/news/2018-
10/synod-youth-2018-
open ing -p rayer -and-
greeting.html

Pope Francis: Synod is a time for sharing
(continued from previous page)

Pope: No aid institution can replace human compassion
October 1, 2018

In an address to the 
participants of the IV 
Seminar on Ethics in 
Health, Pope Francis 
stresses the importance 
of forming a bond of 
profound humanity 
between health workers 
and their patients. 

By Francesca Merlo

Pope Francis based his 
speech around 3 key 
words: miracle, care and 
trust. These three words 
are very valuable in a 
world in which health in 
general “and particularly 
in Latin America, is living 
through an era marked 
by the economic crisis”, 
said the Pope.

A brother in every 
face
With regards to the first 
word, ‘miracle’, the Pope 
said, “Those responsible 
for the institutions will 

tell me, and rightfully so, 
that we cannot perform 
miracles”. But, he 
explained, a miracle is 
not doing the impossible. 
A miracle is looking at 
an ill, helpless person 
and seeing a brother.
The Pope explained that 
“we are called upon to 
recognise the immense 
value of every person’s 
dignity, as a human 
being, as a son of God”. 
This, cannot fix every 
hitch of society, but it 
can “clear the way for 
change”, in our minds 
and in our society.

The value of giving 
and receiving love
The second word: 
care. Because curing 
an ill person does not 
simply involve applying 
pharmaceuticals. “We 
know that when someone 
who is terminally ill 
is in serene, human 
company, they perceive 
this solidarity.” Even 

in these difficult cases, 
when the person can feel 
such love, respect and 
acceptance, the value 
of their being becomes 
their capability to give 
and receive love, not 
their productivity”, said 
Pope Francis.

One’s life in the 
hands of another
The final word is ‘trust’. 
Pope Francis’ first 
example, is “the trust 
the ill person has in 
themselves, that they 
will get better”. Of no 
less importance is the 
worker, who must be 
able to work in a serene 
atmosphere, in trusted 
surroundings.

“Placing yourself in the 
hands of someone else, 
especially when your life 
is at risk, is very difficult” 
said Pope Francis. The 
relationship between a 
doctor and their patient 
has always been based 

on responsibility and 
loyalty.

Carrying hope to 
those who need it 
most

“We must fight to keep 
this deeply human bond 
whole” said Pope Francis. 
“No aid institution alone 
can take the place of a 
human heart, nor that of 
human compassion.”, he 
said, quoting Pope Saint 
John Paul II.

Pope Francis concluded 
by urging those present 
to carry hope and 
happiness to as many 
families as possible who, 
perhaps, have none.

h t t p s : / / w w w .
va t i cannews . va/en/
pope/news/2018-10/
pope - hea l t h - e t h i c s -
miracle-care-trust.html
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The Holodomor “Candle of Remembrance” campaign made 
its way to the United States from October 1-4, 2018

In conjunction with the U.S. 
Holodomor Committee 
and the Embassy of 
Ukraine, a “Candle 
of Remembrance” 
observance was held 
on Thursday, October 
4 at the Holodomor-
Genocide Memorial in 
Washington, DC.  The 
program consisted of 
prayer and an official 
lighting of the Candle 
of Remembrance with 
the reading of 85 names 
of children, a small 
representation of the 
nearly 3 million youth 
ages 0-18 who died in 
the Holodomor 1932-
1933. As the names were 
being read, a gentle rain, 
as if tears from heaven, 
began to fall upon the 
many who gathered to 
mark this somber event 
of human history.

Coincidentally, in the late 
hours of Wednesday, 
October 3rd, the U.S. 
Senate passed by 
unanimous consent S. 
Res.435, a resolution 
commemorating the 
85th anniversary of 
the Ukrainian Famine-
Genocide (Holodomor) 
of 1932-1933.  The 
resolution recognizes 
the findings of the 1988 
Commission on the 
Ukraine Famine that 

The Ukrainian Catholic clergy of Washington DC with the seminarians 
of St. Josaphat Seminary helped to lead the people in prayer.(continued on next page)

Bishop John Bura and Ambassador Valeriy Chaly led the 
evening vigil at the monument.



Ambassador Valeriy Chaly honored Michael 
Sawkiw Jr., parishioner of the Ukrainian 

Catholic National Shrine of the Holy 
Family and Chairman of the US Holodomor 
Committee and Director of the Ukrainian 

National Information Service, for his years 
of dedicated service as an advocate to 
share the story of this act of genocide 

against the Ukrainian people.

Some members of the choir, Spiv-Zhyttia, 
of the Washington Metro area sang 

“Melodia Svicha” a song to commemorate the 
victims of the Holodomor.

expressly states “Joseph 
Stalin and those around 
him committed genocide 
against the Ukrainians in 
1932–1933.” This made 
the candlelight vigil all 
the more poignant. 

The “Candle of 
R e m e m b r a n c e ” 
campaign is a joint 
initiative with the 
Ukrainian World 
Congress (UWC) and 
its partners - Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, 
Ukrainian Institute of 
National Remembrance 
and National Museum 
“Holodomor Victims 
Memorial.” The 
campaign was launched 
to commemorate the 
85th anniversary of 
the genocide of the 
Ukrainian people, the 
Holodomor.

Over 85 days until 
International Holodomor 
Memorial Day on 24 

The Holodomor “Candle of Remembrance” campaign made 
its way to the United States from October 1-4, 2018

(continued from previous page)

November 2018, a 
candle will be lit daily 
in a different part of the 
world uniting Ukrainians 
and friends of Ukraine 
in remembrance of the 
innocent victims of the 
genocidal policy of the 
Stalin regime, while 
raising awareness of the 
issues of human rights, 
respect and tolerance.

The remembrance flame 
began on September 
1, 2018 in Ukraine 
and will continue its 
85-day journey across 
five continents in Kyiv, 
Ukraine, at the National 
Museum “Holodomor 
Victims Memorial” and 
will conclude on 24 
November 2018 in 
conjunction with the 
Ukrainian national 
commemoration of the 
85th anniversary of the 
Holodomor in Kyiv.

Bishop John places the 
symbolic bouquet of wheat at 

the Holodomor Memorial.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE RESOLUTIONS OF THE 2018 SYNOD OF 
BISHOPS OF THE UGCC

Lviv-Briukhovychi, 2-11 
September 2018

Accept the 2017-2018 
report of the ["Vibrant 
Parish"] Working 
Group regarding the 
implementation of 
the Strategy for the 
development of the 
UGCC to the year 2020.

For the enhancement 
of the proclamation 
of the Word of God 
and Catechesis in the 
UGCC:

A. Ask Eparchial 
Bishops to:
1) analyse the realization 
within their eparchies 
of the decisions of 
the previous Synod of 
Bishops of the UGCC (i.e. 
2012-2015) regarding 
Catechesis and the 
development of a Bible 
Apostolate within the 
UGCC.
2) appoint within their 
eparchial catechetical 
commission a 
coordinator of the Bible 
Apostolate (preferably 
one who specializes in 
Biblical studies)
3) direct the eparchial 
catechetical commission 
to collaborate with 
ecclesial educational 
institutions to organize 
and eparchial school for 
the training of the leaders 
of Bible study groups
4) direct the eparchial 

catechetical commission 
to provide course for 
the ongoing formation 
of catechists within the 
eparchy,
5) provide, within the 
program of ongoing 
formation for clergy, 
permanent courses in 
homiletics that would 
take into consideration 
the challenges of the 
times, and also see 
to it that appropriate 
courses in homiletics, 
catechesis and teaching 
skills are provided in the 
formation program of 
the seminaries;
6) remind parish priests of 
the necessity to provide 
catechism teachers the 
appropriate pastoral 
guidance and whatever 
else is necessary for their 
service;
7) during [the Bishops'] 
visitation to the parishes 
to give special attention to 
the state of the catechism 
program and to provide 
appropriate mechanisms 
to encourage the 

individuals and practice 
associated with this field 
and to help eradicate any 
evident shortcomings;
8) to align the terminology 
of any official printed or 
audio-visual eparchial 
catechism materials with 
that of the Catechism of 
the UGCC "Christ - Our 
Pascha".
B. Charge the 
P a t r i a r c h a l 
C a t e c h e t i c a l 
Commission with the 
tasks of:
[…]
4) develop a study 
program(s) for the 
Catechism of the UGCC 
"Christ - Our Pascha";
5) develop catechism 
programs for various 
age groups based on the 
Catechism of the UGCC 
"Christ - Our Pascha";
[…]
C. Direct Parish 
Priests to:
1) organize weekly 
catechism programs 
for children, youth and 
adults within the parish - 

especially based on the 
Catechism of the UGCC 
"Christ - Our Pascha";
2) establish or reactivate 
groups for the prayerful 
study of Sacred 
Scriptures and provide 
their personal spiritual 
guidance;
3) encourage the 
Faithful in the practice 
of prayerfully reading 
the Sacred Scriptures 
themselves or within their 
family circle.
----------------------------
9. A Synodal group is 
created to review the 
Ukrainian translation 
of the Psalter and the 
Divine Liturgy of Saint 
John Chrysostom that 
includes:
- Bishop Hlib Lonchyna 
(London), chair,
- Bishop Stephen Meniok 
(Donetsk),
- Bishop Taras Senkiv 
(Stryj),

10. review the progress 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE RESOLUTIONS...
(continued from previous page)

of the Menaion project 
and to bless its continued 
work.

11. for the betterment 
of the utilization of 
mass media and social 
communications within 
the UGCC:
a) acknowledge that the 
communications activity 
of the eparchial Bishop 
as one of the principal 
means of his preaching 
the Word of God, 
realizing his teaching 
office and of governing 
the eparchy;
b) charge eparchial 
Bishops to appoint in each 
eparchy of the UGCC 
competent individuals 
for the development 
of a press-service and 
for the appropriate 

collaboration with the 
Information Department 
of the UGCC;
c) bless the realization 
of further steps for 
the creation of an 
information agency for 
the UGCC.

13. To promote the 
appropriate veneration 
of the Blessed Martyr 
Omelian Kovch 
throughout 2019 which 
will mark 135 years since 
his birth and 75 years 
since his martyrdom and 
10 years since he was 
declared as the Patron 
of Clergy of the UGCC:
[…]

14. To bless the 
recognition of 2019 as 
a year to celebrate the 

150th anniversary since 
the birth of Blessed Martyr 
Clement Sheptytsky […]

15. To bless the 
recognition of 2019 as 
the 100th anniversary of 
the passage into eternity 
of the Venerable Mother 
Blessed Josaphata 
Hordashevska, the 
cofounder of the Sisters 
Servants of Mary 
Immaculate.

17. Hold the 7th Session 
of the Patriarchal Sobor 
(Council) of the UGCC 
in August 2020 in Lviv, 
Ukraine.

19. The theme of the 
2019 Synod of Bishops 
of the UGCC will be, 
"Communion in the 

Life and Witness of the 
UGCC".

+ SVIATOSLAV
Major archbishop
of the Ukrainian Greco-
Catholic Church

+ BOHDAN (Dziurakh)
Secretary of the Synod of 
Bishops of the Ukrainian 
Greco-Catholic Church

issued in Kyiv
at the Patriarchal 
Cathedral of the 
Resurrection of Christ

14 September 2018 AD

http://archeparchy.ca/
news_details.php?news_
id=678


