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Highlights of the Communique of the 2018 
Ukrainian Catholic Synod of Bishops 

September 15, 2018

Some 42 Bishops of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church gathered in Lviv-
Briukhovychi, Ukraine 
from September 2-11, 
2018. They came 
from Ukraine and the 
diaspora - i.e. the 
countries of Central, 
Northern and Western 
Europe; North and South 
America; and Australia.  

During the opening 
and closing Hierarchical 
Divine Liturgies and 
during Synod sessions, 
they were joined at 
different times by 
representatives of other 
Churches - the Apostolic 
Nuncio to Ukraine 
Archbishop Claudio 
Gugerotti; the President 
of the Roman Catholic 
Bishops Conference 
of Ukraine Archbishop 
Mieczyslaw Mokrzycki; 

a representative of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church (MP) Archbishop 
Philaret (Kucherov); 
representative of the 
Kyivan Patriarchate 
Archbishop Dmytrij 
(Rudyuk); the newly 
appointed Archbishop 
of Reims, France Most 
Rev. Eric Marie de 
Moulins d'Amieu de 
Beaufort; Bishops Milan 
Sasik and Nil Lushchak 
of the Eparchy of 

Mukachevo; Archbishop 
Ihor (Isichenko) of the 
Autocephalous Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church; 
Archbishop Roland 
Mennerath of Dijon, 
France; the Apostolic 
Exarch for Byzantine 
Catholics in Greece 
Bishop Manuel Nin; the 
Vicar of the Archbishop 
of Madrid for Eastern 
Catholics in Spain 
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Rev. Andres Martinez 
Esteban; Archimandrite 
Sergiusz Gajek the 
Apoctolic Visitator for 
Eastern Catholics in 
Belarus; as well as other 
Bishops and dignitaries, 
especially during the 
three major Hierarchical 
Liturgies in Lviv and 
Peremyshl.

 After the Divine Liturgy at 
St. George Cathedral in 
Lviv, the Bishops moved 
to the large retreat 
complex in the suburb 
of Briukhovychi where 
they prayed an opening 
moleben' invoking the 
Holy Spirit. At this time, 
each bishop and Synodal 
staff members made an 
oath of confidentiality 
and dedication to fully 
realizing the goals of 
the Synod. This latter 
part was led by the most 
senior bishop present 
– Bishop-emeritus of 
Stamford M. Rev. Basil 
Losten, who is a bishop 
now for 47 years. 

Highlights of the Communique of the 2018 Ukrainian 
Catholic Synod of Bishops 

The opening formalities 
and first working sessions 
began the next morning 
on September 3rd , with 
greetings from Pope 
Francis via the Apostolic 
Nuncio to Ukraine as well 
as from the President of 
Ukraine's Roman Catholic 
Conference of Bishops. 
A special source of joy 
was the presence of 
representatives from all 
three of Ukraine's major 
Orthodox jurisdictions. 
They also brought 
greetings and were 
present at the Synod in 
various ways. 

This year, the Synod gave 
special attention to the 
vast Ukrainian Catholic 
membership that has 
developed outside of 
Ukraine over the years 
and especially in the last 
two decades. Of course, 
the bishop-members 
themselves reported 
from countries where 
Ukrainian immigration 
was established as early 

as in the 19th Century, 
like in Canada. However, 
due to the mass migration 
in recent years of many 
hundreds of thousands of 
Faithful of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church to 
many countries beyond 
Ukraine's borders, the 
Synod Fathers gratefully 
received reports from 
those countries where the 
new migration has been 
extraordinarily significant 
- like France, Spain, Italy, 
Kazakhstan, Austria, etc. 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav, 
gave an account of the 
historic visit of Pope 
Francis to the Ukrainian 
Catholic Basilica 
Cathedral of Holy Sophia 
in Rome, where the Holy 
Father acknowledged 
"the heroic service 
of Ukrainian women 
for Italian families". 
Immigration was an 
important secondary 
theme of this year's 
synod. The Bishops heard 
and discussed various 
reports and subsequently 

accepted the resolution 
that the 7 th Church-
wide Patriarchal Sobor 
(Council) be held in 2020 
with the theme, "Migration 
and the Global Unity of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church". 

The main theme of this 
year's annual Synod 
was, "The Word of 
God and Catechesis". 
The focus was on the 
Church's mandate to 
Evangelize and bring 
Gospel message of 
Salvation to all peoples. 
However, throughout 
the many discussions 
and deliberations 
over a number of the 
sessions the goal of 
the Bishops was to 
provide the opportunities 
and resources that all 
members of the Church 
themselves would better 
know and understand 
the Sacred Scriptures 
and the teachings of 



SEPTEMBER 23, 2018  3

Christ's Church through 
catechesis. The opening 
keynote speaker for 
this topic was the head 
of the Patriarchal and 
Synodal commissions 
on catechesis, Bishop 
Peter Stasiuk of 
Melbourne, Australia. 
The Synod developed 
and made appropriate 
decisions to provide the 
appropriate resources 
and encouragement in 
order that, "the Faithful 
of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church would live the 
Word of God in their 
daily lives, and that the 
passing on of the faith 
would be a priority of 
Church life. Catechesis 
is the first obligation of 
every bishop, priest and 
parent". The Synod also 
looked at the progress of 
the project for a Ukrainian 
Catholic Catechism for 
youth, which is near 
completion. A number 
of members of the 
Patriarchal Catechetical 
Commission also gave 
reports on their work 
and activities. 

In liturgical matters, the 
Bishops also looked at 
the new translation of 
the Divine Liturgy of St. 
John Chrysostom and 
the Psalter, as well as 
ongoing projects for 
a new and complete 

Highlights of the Communique of the 2018 Ukrainian 
Catholic Synod of Bishops 

(continued from previous page)

translation of the 
Divine Office and 
especially the Menaion, 
which is the complete 
12-volume collection of 
all the propers (special 
changeable liturgical 
parts) for every day of 
the year for all daily 
liturgical services - 
matins, vespers, etc. 

Reports and discussions 
were had on the 
structure and work of 
the Patriarchal Curia 
(the Church's various 
administrative offices 
and departments) and 
its development for a 
more effective realization 
for the decisions and 
directives of the Synod 
of Bishops. The central 
'working group' of the 
Vibrant Parish 'Vision 
2020' movement also 
reported on their work 
and plans for the 
upcoming year. 

To acknowledge the 75th 
year since his martyrdom 
and the 10 th anniversary 
since his being declared 
as the Patron for Pastors 
of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, the Synod has 
designated 2019 as year 
during which special 
honour will be given 
to Blessed Omelian 
Kovch, who died at the 
Majdanek concentration 

camp at the hands of the 
Nazi regime. The year will 
also honour the Studite 
monk Blessed Clement 
Sheptytsky on the 150th 
anniversary since his 
birth, and co-founder 
of the Sisters Servants, 
Blessed Josaphata 
Hordashevska on the 
100th anniversary of her 
passing to eternal life. 

The Synod established 
a new Patriarchal 
medal, the "Metropolitan 
Andrew Sheptytsky 
Award" which, in the 
future, will be used to 
promote the honouring 
of the great Church figure 
and his work. During 
the Synod, the Bishops 
had their traditional 
day of spiritual renewal 
- a retreat that was led 
by Ukrainian Catholic 
University lecturer, Fr. 
Yurij Shchurko. The 
Bishops also made a trip 
across the border into 

Poland to participate in 
the historic celebration 
of the 350th anniversary 
the reconfirmation of 
ecclesial communion 
between the eparchy 
of Peremyshyl and the 
Apostolic See of Rome. 

The next Synod of 
Bishops will take place 
in September of 2019, 
with the theme of, 
"Communion in the 
Life and Witness of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church". 

Source: Secretariat of 
Synod of Bishops

Adapted from the article 
on http://archeparchy.
c a / n e w s _ d e t a i l s .
php?news_id=676
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87th Annual Pilgrimage to the Mother of God
Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great

This year’s 87th Annual 
Pilgrimage honoring 
the Mother of God will 
be held on Sunday,  
September 30, 2018 
on the grounds of 
the Motherhouse of 
the Sisters of Saint 
Basil the Great in Fox 
Chase Manor, PA.  The 
theme of this year’s 
Pilgrimage is “A Call 
to Personal Prayer.”  

The day begins with 
the opportunity for 
confession starting 
at 9:00 am.  A 
Divine Liturgy will be 
celebrated at 11:00 
am by our Ukrainian 
hierarchy and clergy.  
The homilist for the 
Divine Liturgy and 
Moleben will be 
His Grace, Bishop 
Benedict Aleksiychuk, 
Eparchial Bishop 
of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Eparchy of St. 
Nicholas in Chicago.  
Lunch will be available 
afterwards, featuring 
traditional Ukrainian 
food.  The day will 
conclude with a prayer 
service (Moleben) at 
4:00 pm at the Grotto.  

Special programs on 
prayer for children 
and adults!

For further information, please call 215.379.3998 x17 or visit the 
Sisters’ website at www.stbasils.com or on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/pages/Sisters-of-the-Order-of-St-Basil-the-Great-Jenkintown-
PA/280623061977867?fref=ts.

 

 Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the 

Great 
 

Annual Pilgrimage 

Celebrating Eighty-seven Years as a 

Praying…Healing…Life-giving Presence 

 

Sunday, September 30, 2018 

9am – 5pm 

 
Theme: “A Call to Personal Prayer” 

 

On the Monastery Grounds 
  
 
 



SEPTEMBER 23, 2018  5



SEPTEMBER 23, 2018  6

Excitement Comes with Start of School Year at 
Saint Basil Academy

The heat and humidity 
of August and beginning 
of September did not 
douse the energy of the 
Saint Basil Academy 
community as the school 
came back to life in mid-
August.  Weeks before 
classes started at the all-
girls college preparatory 
private Ukrainian 
Catholic academy in 
Jenkintown, PA, all 
students participating in 
any of the five fall sports 
were already on campus 
to try out for volleyball, 
soccer, field hockey, 
track, and tennis.  After 
the tryouts came the 

practices. These athletic 
activities brought many 
of the incoming freshmen 
to the campus, giving 
them the opportunity to 
start making friends as 
they face a new phase 
in their lives.  

Having won second 
place in the State 
Championships for their 
league last year, the 
soccer team is starting 
the year on a very high 
note.  Joining them is the 
SBA Basketball team, 
who won the Athletic 
Association of Catholic 
Academies title for the 

second year in a row.  
Saint Basil Academy 
boasts eleven athletic 
teams, with more than 
two-thirds of the student 
body participating in at 
least one sport.

The SBA student is 
an embodiment of a 
well-rounded young 
woman.  She tends to 
be academically focused 
and driven, participates 
in the arts, in service 
activities, and church and 
community life as well.  
Commitment to parish life 
leads students like Alexis 
Naumenko, Madeline 

Zetick and Natalia 
Hrytsay, parishioners of 
the St. Vladimir Ukrainian 
Orthodox Cathedral, 
to attend the All Saints 
Camp in Emlenton, 
PA, and the Ukrainian 
Orthodox League’s 
Annual Convention, held 
in South Bound Brook, 
NJ.  Students of Saint 
Basil Academy seek 
out ways outside of the 
classroom to enhance 
learning beyond the 
classroom walls.  

One such opportunity 

(continued on next page)

St. Basil Academy (Photo: Kimberley Clearkin)
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Excitement Comes with Start of School Year at 
Saint Basil Academy

is the Diocesan Scholar 
program, organized 
by the Archdiocese 
of Philadelphia and 
enabled by the generosity 
of the area Catholic 
Colleges. Three Saint 
Basil Academy seniors 
have the opportunity 
of taking one class per 
semester at Manor 
College, immersing 
themselves in the college 
experience and studying 
with college-age and 
adult students.  Diocesan 
Scholars Teressa White, 
Siena Wanders, and Julia 
Mayro are all studying 
Psychology. Tessa and 
Siena were participants 
of the first LaSalle 
University Summer 
Scholars program for 
high-performing rising 
high school juniors and 
seniors.  Siena focused 
on Creative Writing 
in the program, was 
able to attend readings 
by published poets 
and novelists, and 
“workshopped” poems 
and short stories. Tessa, 
taking an introductory 
business class, created 
a “real life business 
plan” that she presented 
to professors imitating 
potential investors. Julia, 
an SBA music scholarship 
recipient, played in the 
Jenkintown Community 

Band during the summer, 
and volunteered at her 
local library. All three 
students have heavy 
schedules with Advanced 
Placement courses at the 
Academy.

The Basilian legacy 
encourages students to 
follow the precepts of 
Saint Basil the Great, 
founder of the original 
Basiliead. While service 
begins at the school 
itself, students visit many 
locations to help those in 
need.  Starting with the 
community around us, to 
service trips in Costa Rica 
and to Pipestem, West 
Virginia to work with 
the Appalachian South 
Folklife Center; and even 
as far as Ukraine, with 
Anastasiya Bloshchynska, 
Annunciation BVM 
parishioner, volunteering 
as an English as a 
Second Language 
counselor for St. Sophia 
Ukrainian Religious 
Society’s summer school 
in Zazdrist.

Saint Basil Academy 
welcomes several new 
faculty members this year, 
adding to the already 
energetic, dedicated, 
and inspiring veteran 
teachers at the school.  
Numerous teachers are 

experienced not only in 
the classroom, but come 
with career experience 
in non-education fields. 
Basilian faculty show 
the well-roundedness 
of an SBA community 
member by coaching 
Academy teams, 
providing meaningful 
service experiences, 
mentoring outside 
academic pursuits, and 
encouraging student 
spiritual life.  Several 
new courses at the 
Academy this year are 
Women’s Leadership 
and Business Seminar, 
Introduction to Drama, 
Personal Finance, 
Environmental Studies, 
Music Seminar, Portraits: 
Study and Practice, and 
Introduction to Theology 
(for students coming from 
non-Catholic schools).

Coming very soon is 
the annual Saint Basil 
Academy Open House 
on Sunday, October 7, 
2018. The event will be 
held from 12 noon to 
3 pm, and will give the 
prospective student and 
families the opportunity to 
visit the campus, talk with 
teachers and students, 
investigate scholarship 
possibilities, even hear 
some music performance 
groups. Saint Basil 
Academy is located at 
711 Fox Chase Road, 
Jenkintown, PA.  For 
information, please visit 
the SBA website at www.
stbasilacademy.org.

Submitted by: Lesia 
Penkalskyj

Photo: Kimberley Clearkin
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Family   |   Spirit   |   Lacrosse   |   Indoor Track   |   Yearbook   |   Basilian Pillar   |   Spirit   

|   Sisterhood   |   Track and field   |   Athletics   |   Mock trial   |   Rigor   |   Volleyball   |   

Saddle Shoes   |   Tennis    |   Panther   |   College Prep   |   Panther Tales   |   Hospitality   |   

Acceptance   |   SBA Cares   |   Service   |   AP Classes   |   Mini-THON   |   Community   

|   Sign language   |   Basketball   |   Tradition   |   Drama Club   |   Cheerleading   |   Band   

|   Academic Excellence   |   Softball   |   Research   |   Grit   |   Faith   |   Soccer   |   Na-

tional Honor Society   |   ACA-Panthers   |   Belonging   |   Cross Country   |   Hospitality 

Committee   |   Student Council   |   Broadcast Journalism   |   Field Hockey   |   Reading 

Olympics   |   Science Olympiad   |   Patience   |   Family   |   Spirit   |   Lacrosse   |   In-

door Track   |   Yearbook   |   Basilian Pillar   |   Spirit   |   Sisterhood   |   Track and field   |   

Athletics   |   Mock trial   |   Rigor   |   Volleyball   |   Saddle Shoes   |   Tennis    |   Panther   

|   College Prep   |   Panther Tales   |   Hospitality   |   Acceptance   |   SBA Cares   |   Ser-

vice   |   AP Classes   |   Mini-THON   |   Community   |   Sign language   |   Basketball   |   

Tradition   |   Drama Club   |   Cheerleading   |   Band   |   Academic Excellence   |   Soft-

ball   |   Research   |   Grit   |   Faith   |   Soccer   |   National Honor Society   |   ACA-Pan-

thers   |   Belonging   |   Cross Country   |   Hospitality Committee   |   Student Council   

|   Broadcast Journalism   |   Field Hockey   |   Reading Olympics   |   Science Olympiad   |   

Patience   |   Family   |   Spirit   |   Lacrosse   |   Indoor Track   |   Yearbook   |   Basilian Pil-

lar   |   Spirit   |   Sisterhood   |   Track and field   |   Athletics   |   Mock trial   |   Rigor   |   

Volleyball   |   Saddle Shoes   |   Tennis    |   Panther   |   College Prep   |   Panther Tales   |   

Hospitality   |   Acceptance   |   SBA Cares   |   Service   |   AP Classes   |   Mini-THON   |   

Community   |   Sign language   |   Basketball   |   Student Source   |   Tradition   |   Dra-

ma Club   |   Cheerleading   |   Band   |   Academic Excellence   |   Softball   |   Research   |   

Grit   |   Faith   |   Soccer   |   National Honor Society   |   ACA-Panthers   |   Belonging   |   

Cross Country   |   Hospitality Committee   |   Student Council   |   Broadcast Journalism   

To learn more about the outstanding  
tradition of excellence in education that   
Saint Basil Academy has to offer, contact… 
Kimberley Clearkin at 215.649.9083 or email  
admissions@stbasilacademy.org

OPENHOUSE
October 7, 2018
12pm-3pm

ENTRANCE EXAM
October 20, 2018
October 27, 2018
8am - 12pm

7TH GRADE PRACTICE TEST
March 2, 2019
8am - 12pm

building the minds  
of leaders  

THROUGH SERVICE AND COMPASSION
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SAINT BASIL ACADEMY 
OPEN HOUSE & 
TESTING DATES

Saint Basil Academy will host an Open 
House on Sunday, October 7 from 12-3 
PM.  Register online at https://www.
stbasilacademy.org/admissions/.

The Entrance/Scholarship Exam will 
be given on Saturday, October 20 
and Saturday, October 27, from 
8am-12 pm. Register online: https://
www.stbasilacademy.org/admissions/
application-test-registration/

To schedule a Shadow Day visit https://
www.stbasilacademy.org/admissions/
visit-us/.

For more information, please contact 
Mrs. Kimberley Clearkin, Director of 
Admissions, at 215-649-9083.
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Ascension Manor in Philadelphia is seeking a 
Maintenance Technician

Ascension Manor is seeking 
a qualified candidate for 
a Full Time Entry Level 
Maintenance Technician. A 
Maintenance Technician must 
be able to perform basic 
plumbing, electrical, painting 
and appliance repairs. Prior 
completion of college or 
equivalent trade related 
courses and the ability to 
speak multiple languages are 
a plus. Resumes can be faxed 
to (215)922-3735. EOE

Help
 

Wan
ted

Job Opening - Director
Basilian Spirituality Center

The Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great, Jenkintown, Pennsylvania, seek an experienced 
administrator who will promote the mission and ministry of the Sisters; that is, to reflect Christ’s praying, 
healing and life-giving presence to all God’s people through programs the Center offers and events it 
hosts.  The administrative functions of the Director include scheduling Center use, planning programs, 

marketing, facilitating volunteer staff and 
providing a place for spiritual renewal and 
refreshment that is rooted in the Sisters’ 
tradition of Eastern Spirituality and Basilian 
hospitality.

Interested candidates please send a cover 
letter of interest and resume to dabusowski@
stbasils.com
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Divine Liturgy honoring Married Life
This year, on Sunday, 
October 21, 2018 at 
10:30AM in our Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Bishop 
Andriy Rabiy will join 
with our married faithful 
in celebrating the Divine 
Liturgy honoring Married 
Life.  

We invite all of our 
married faithful wishing 
to celebrate their 
wedding anniversary 
in this very special way 

to come and join in the 
celebration!  It will be a 
celebration of their love 
and commitment to each 
other in the holy state of 
Matrimony and a witness 
to the world of their 
life-long commitment 
to the Holy Mystery of 
Crowning, the Sacred 
Sacrament of Matrimony.
 
During the Divine 
Liturgy, they will 
renew their wedding 
vows, as they gather 
with other jubilarians 

from throughout the 
Archeparchy to celebrate 
their love, faith, and 
commitment to each 
other in the presence of 
Almighty God and family 
and friends.

After the Divine Liturgy, a 
dinner with Bishop Andriy 
will be an opportunity 
for all to break bread 
together.

We ask that you please 
share the information 
for this celebration by 

including the information 
in your parish bulletins, 
and posting the 
flyer on your parish 
bulletin boards and on 
your parish website.   
Responses are requested 
by Friday, October 12, 
2018.

Thank you for your 
cooperation and for your 
encouragement to your 
married couples to enjoy 
this memorable wedding 
anniversary celebration.

Bishop Andriy Rabiy 
Visits Perth Amboy 

School

On Monday, September 17, 2018, 
Bishop Andriy Rabiy visited pre-school 
students at Assumption Ukrainian 
Catholic School in Perth Amboy, NJ. 

Photo: The students tell Bishop Andriy Rabiy 
about what they learned in class.

Photo: One of the students demonstrates how 
to use the new interactive learning board that 

they have in the classroom.

Photo: Bishop Andriy 
Rabiy and Fr. Ivan 

Turyk visit Assumption 
Catholic School in 
Perth Amboy, NJ.



Bishop Andriy Rabiy visits Passaic Parish

On Sunday, September 16, 2018, Bishop Andriy Rabiy visited St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Passaic, NJ, to celebrate a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy and attend their Ukrainian Festival.

Photo:  St. Nicholas Parish and School children greet Bishop Andriy Rabiy on 
the occasion of his first visit to their parish.

Photo:  Bishop Rabiy poses for a picture at the conclusion of the Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy.  Among those pictured are Fr. Andriy Dudkevych, pastor of St. Nicholas parish 

and Sr. Eliane Ilnitski, SSMI, Principal of St. Nicholas School.
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Bishop Andriy Rabiy visits Passaic Parish
(continued from previous page)

Photo: Venerating the Holy Cross on the Sunday after the 
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Photo:  
Performers 

at the 
Festival in 
Passaic, NJ
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Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross - September 14, 2018

Cathedral, Philadelphia, PA Perth Amboy, NJ

Reading, PA Edwardsville, PA
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Well Done, Good & Faithful Servant!
Sister Tharasia Hladio, SSMI

April 24, 1922 – August 31, 2018

Sr. Tharasia (Mary) 
Hladio was born to 
Andrew Hladio and 
Catherine Winiarchuk 
(Winaszyk) in Ambridge, 
Pennsylvania, the middle 
child born of 4 boys 
and 4 girls.  She was a 
member of St. Peter and 
Paul Ukrainian Catholic 
Church.  

Mary grew-up during 
America’s Great 
Depression, but her 
childhood memories 
were pleasant. Since it 
was the era of World War 
II and she was the oldest 
of the girls, she stopped 
going to school to help 
support her family. She 
was employed at Bell’s 
Men Department Store 
as a clerk. Also, Mary 
did whatever she could 
with a generous caring 
heart to help her family.  

On June 29, 1943 she 
left home to enter Saint 
Josaphat Novitiate of 
the Sisters Servants 
of Mary Immaculate, 
located in Mundare, 
Alberta, Canada. She 
was invested as a novice 
on January 1, 1994. Sr. 
Josaphata Kizlyk, SSMI 
was her strict but inspiring 
formation directress.  

During her first visit home 

while wearing the SSMI 
habit, her family rejoiced 
and her father proudly 
took her to all of their 
local relatives – thus 
dispelling any previous 
reservations or reactions 
about her entering the 
vowed religious life.  She 
came to community with 
a seed of deep faith, 
strong will power and 
determination.  Her 
family ties were strong 
and unbroken.

She came to the Sisters 
Servants and so too did 
her family. 

Throughout the following 
years while active in 
various ministries, Sr. 
Tharasia completed her 
high school education at 
the SSMI’s Sacred Heart 
Academy in Yorkton, 
Saskatchewan, Canada, 
while also serving as 
the school prefect. 
She received further 
education in America 
at: DePaul University in 
Chicago, Illinois; Medaille 
College in Buffalo, New 
York (Bachelor’s Degree 
in Education); Mercy 
College in Detroit, 
Michigan; Queen of 
Apostles College in 
Harriman, NY and; 
numerous on-going 
courses or workshops in 

spirituality.

Sr. Tharasia’s apostolates 
were: 
• In Canada at Saint 
Joseph’s Orphanage 
in Mundare, Alberta /
prefect at Sacred Heart 
High School Academy in 
Yorkton, Sask.
• Evening School 
with parish ministry 
in Wilkes Barre, 
Pennsylvania / Keiser, 
PA  / and Hartford, 
Connecticut
• E l e m e n t a r y 

education in Detroit, 
Michigan / Shamokin, 
PA / Elizabeth, New 
Jersey / Saint Mary’s 
in Philadelphia, PA / 
Buffalo, NY / and a total 
of 20 years in Passaic, 
NJ  
• H o s p i t a l i t y 
at Saint Mary’s Villa 
Spiritual, Educational 
& Cultural Center in 
Sloatsburg, NY

(continued on next page)
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What kind of a person 
was Sister Tharasia? Sr. 
Tharasia was prayerful, 
open-heartedly loving, 
gentle, pleasant, joyful, 
generous, congenial, 
thoughtfully caring, hard-
working and dedicated. 
Sister loved life with an 
optimistic attitude for all 
people and all of life. 
Children were especially 
dear to her. She loved 
her fellow SSMI’s with 
a strong sense of 
community. Whenever 
possible, Sister visited 
the sick and guided 
her students in making 
home-made cards for 
them. She loved parish 
life, such as caring for 
the sacristy, moderating 
the girls’ sodality, and 
directing holiday plays.

Sr. Tharasia loved 
the mission of our 
annual Holy Dormition 
Pilgrimage and worked 
hard at various tasks to 
help make it possible 
- even to humorously 
making herself an “SSMI 
labor union leader” while 
helping to get the food 
pavilion and pilgrimage 
grounds prepared to 
host a multitude of 
pilgrims. Like a typical 
Sister Servant, she aimed 
to serve where the need 
was greatest in all the 
aspects of life, whether it 
was in the parish, house, 

outdoors, or assigned 
ministry. During her years 
of declining health, she 
was still prayerful with 
a loving and welcoming 
heart and interest in 
other people’s lives.

Sr. Tharasia was brought 
from Nyack Nursing 
Home to celebrate her 
75th Diamond Jubilee as 
a Sister Servant of Mary 
Immaculate at our Saint 
Mary’s Villa on August 4, 
2018. Although confined 
to a wheel chair and in 
weakened health, she 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
festivity with her Sisters, 
family, honored guests, 
friends and all who were 
present. On August 30th, 
Sister was admitted to 
Nyack Hospital, Nyack, 
NY, where the health 
care staff kept her 
comfortable. She was 
constantly in the prayerful 
company of her fellow 
Sisters Servants. Sister 
died peacefully during 
the night on August 31, 
2018 at 12:35 am.

On Sunday, September 
2nd, Sister Tharasia was 
brought to Saint Mary’s 
Villa by for a private 
wake with the Sisters in 
the chapel of our Saint 
Mary’s Villa.

On Monday, September 
3rd : 2:00 pm Blessing of 

Casket and Panakhyda 
with Mitred Archpriest 
Monsignor John Terlecky 
(pastor of Saints Peter 
and Paul Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, Spring 
Valley, NY and SSMI 
Chaplain); 7:00 pm 
Parastas with Msgr. John 
Terlecky and Rev. Andriy 
Dudkevych (pastor of 
Saint Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, Passaic, 
NJ), followed by a 
repast. Sister’s nephew, 
Rev. Richard Hladio, also 
concelebrated with the 
day’s services.

Most Rev. Hlib Lonchyna, 
Eparch of Holy Family 
of London, spent many 
years working with 
Sr. Tharasia and sent 
condolences expressing 
these sentiments: “We all 
have a mighty intercessor 
standing before the altar 
of the Most Holy.”  Her 
pastor, Rev. Michael 
Polosky, of SS Peter 
& Paul in Ambridge 
noted: “We will always 
remember Sr. Tharasia 

as a wonderful native 
daughter who served 
our Lord so faithfully.” 

September 4th, the 10:30 
am Funeral Divine Liturgy 
was concelebrated by 
Msgr. John Terlecky and 
Fr.  Andriy Dudkevych, 
followed by burial in 
Mary’s Cemetery on our 
Sloatsburg property.
  
During Sister Tharasia’s 
final days with us, there 
were many teary eyes 
because she was dearly 
loved. As many members 
as possible of her 
extended family attended 
the funeral days. Also, 
parishioners from 
Passaic’s St. Nicholas 
Church and some SSMI 
Lay Associates as well 
SSMI employees came 
to bid Sr. Tharasia a final 
farewell into eternal life 
with God.  We shall miss 
her presence among us.

May Sister Tharasia 
(Mary) Hladio’s memory 
be eternal!

Sister Tharasia Hladio, SSMI
April 24, 1922 – August 31, 2018

(continued from previous page)

Photo: January 16, 2011 at Cathedral
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                             www.provassn.com
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Save The Date 2018 
 
 
SEPT. 30   100TH ANNIVERSARY ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, BETHLEHEM, PA. 
 
SEPT. 30  ARCHIEPARCHIAL PILGRIMAGE OF FEAST OF PROTECTION OF MOTHER OF GOD, MONASTERY  
  GROUNDS OF THE ORDER OF SISTERS OF ST. BASIL, FOX CHASE, PA.   DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM;  
  MOLEBEN AT 4:00 PM  
 
OCTOBER 21 ANNUAL WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION WITH A 10:30AM DIVINE LITURGY AT THE  
  CATHEDRAL CELEBRATED BY BISHOP ANDRIY RABIY FOLLOWED BY A DINNER RECEPTION FOR THE  
  ANNIVERSARY  COUPLES AND THEIR GUESTS.  
 
OCTOBER 27  CATECHETICAL CONFERENCE AT THE CATHEDRAL SOCIAL HALL IN PHILADELPHIA, PA. REGISTRATION- 
  9:15  AM;  CONFERENCE BEGINS AT 9:45 A.M. ALL CLERGY ARE INVITED.  HOWEVER CATECHISTS AND  
  YOUR PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATORS (DRE) MUST ATTEND.  OTHERS ARE  
  WELCOME.   FATHERS ARE ASKED TO SUBMIT THE  NAMES OF THOSE WHO WILL BE ATTENDING  
  FROM THEIR PARISHES BY OCTOBER 6.  EMAIL:  FATHER JOHN FIELDS EMAIL:   IBAH@AOL.COM OR  
  LOLA DUBENKO EMAIL:  LDUBENKO@VERIZON.NET.   
 
OCTOBER 28   100TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. VLADIMIR UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, PALMERTON, PA. 
 
DECEMBER 9   ANNUAL DIVINE LITURGY OF THANKSGIVING FOR BENEFACTORS OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 
ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA, UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION, PHILADELPHIA. 
 
DECEMBER 9   PRAZNYK OR FEAST DAY OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION,  
  PHILADELPHIA. 
 
DECEMBER 25 CHRISTMAS - NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST.   YOUR PRAYERFUL PARTICIPATION  
  IN THE DIVINE LITURGY IS YOUR BEST GIFT TO JESUS, TO YOURSELF AND TO OTHERS! 
 
 

Commemorative 
Booklets for Sale

We have copies of booklets of two 
expanded editions of THE WAY with 
pictures and articles (92 pages, color) 
highlighting 17 years of service of 
Metropolitan Stefan Soroka in the 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia. They are 
in English and Ukrainian. If interested 
to purchase, please call our Byzantine 
Supplies store at 215.627.0660 (9:30 
- 4PM). 
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BUS TRIP - Scranton

Scranton’s St. Vladimir Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church is sponsoring a Christmastime bus trip to New York 
City on Saturday, December 8, 2018. There will be several stops in Manhattan: the Ground Zero area for 
part of our group who have already made advance 911 Museum reservations; Little Italy; the Ukrainian 
Village on the lower East Side; Bryant Park’s Winter Village housing 125+ holiday vendors in midtown; and, 
the Christmassy Fifth Avenue area. We’ll have an opportunity to enjoy an Italian lunch, buy some Ukrainian 
goodies and items see many beautiful Christmas decorations as only New York City can do it including the 
famous Christmas tree at Rockefeller Center and more. 

Participants can follow the above itinerary or are free to 
do their own thing for part or all of the day. The 55 
passenger Martz bus will leave from St. Vladimir Church, 
428 North Seventh Avenue at 8:00am and departure from 
New York City for home will be at 8:45pm. A portion of 
the proceeds will be given again this Christmas to the 
orphans of St. Nicholas Orphanage in Kolomyia, Ukraine. 

Cost is $42.00 per person. For additional details and 
reservations contact Paul Ewasko at 570 563-2275. Check 
should be made out to St. Vladimir Church and mailed to 
Paul at 55 Waterford Road, Dalton PA 18414.



Ss.Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Olyphant, PA is having a Rummage Sale

Ss. Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian 
Catholic Church is having their  8th 
annual fundraiser rummage sale  
on September 21, 22, 23 , 2018 
at St. Cyril's School gym, 133 River 
Street, Olyphant, PA from 8:00 to 
6:00 p.m. daily. 

Everything is "Priced to sell" starting 
with furniture, books, records, 
household items, glasses, antiques, 
religious, Ukrainian items, toys, tools, 
music media, etc...!!!  Something for 
everyone!!! 

This event will include  over 75 
raffle baskets, (donated from local 
restaurants, businesses, parishioners 
and friends) raffled off on Sunday, 
approximately 2:00 pm.  Also  
traditional Ukrainian and American 
food will be available for purchase.

Photo: fl to r:  Parishioners  of St. Cyril's:  Bob 
Hammerman Kletsko, Lauren Telep, Chairwoman, 
Very Rev. Nestor Iwasiw, Pastor of Ss. Cyril's 
Church, Diane Yuhnick, Jeanne Cucura, and 
Michaelene Davis
Call the Rectory for additional information (570) 291-4451.
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Sloatsburg nuns put 52-room house up for sale
SEPTEMBER 10, 2018

The Sisters Servants of 
Mary Immaculate are 

selling the “Table Rock” 
home in Sloatsburg , 
NY, for $22 million. 
The home was built by 

Alexander Hamilton's 
great-grandchildren.

The congregation, like 
many other religious 
organizations in the 
region, grapples with 
aging and dwindling 
membership. And like 
many others, securing 
its financial future has 
become a top priority. 

Sr. Yakymovitch said 
her goal would be to 
find a buyer who would 
"cherish the building as 

much as we have in all 
these years."  

Someone who’s going 
to be a good neighbor 
to the seniors who live in 
St. Joseph’s Adult Care 
Home, which is in the 
process of expanding.

Adapted from the article 
on https://www.lohud.
com/story/news/local/
rockland/2018/09/10/
sloatsburg-nuns-put-52-
room-estate-up-sale-
nest-egg/1123334002/

Photo from Pilgrimage 2018, Sloatsburg, NY
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The Synod of Bishops of the UGCC held its first working 
meeting. Guests arrived from around the world

Monday, 03 September 
2018

In Lviv (Brіukhovychi), 
on Monday, September 
3, 2018, began its first 
working meeting the 
Synod of Bishops of 
the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church under 
the chairmanship of the 
Head of the UGCC His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav. 42 
bishops of the UGCC 
from Ukraine and the 
world participate in the 
work of the Synod.
 
First of all, the Primate 
officially opened the 
work of the Synod and 
thanked everyone who 
came "for this particular 
moment of the Holy 
Spirit’s breath on our 
Church and our people."

Then His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav recalled to the 
members of the Synod 
what changes took place 
in our Church in the last 
year, namely the last 
Synod.

First of all, the Head 
of the Church said, the 
division of the Kolomyia-
Chernivtsi diocese into 
Kolomyia and Chernivtsi 
took place at the past 
Synod. "Therefore, we 
congratulate Bishop 
Vasуl (Ivasyuk) on his 
new title of Bishop of 

Kolomyia," said the 
Head of the UGCC. - 
The special joy of last 
year was the fact that 
after the Synod ended 
we could proclaim the 
creation of a new diocese 
in our Church - the 
Chernivtsi Diocese. And 
hence the enthronement 
of the first Bishop of this 
diocese Bishop Yosafat 
Moschych, whom we 
now heartily congratulate 
as the ruling Bishop, took 
place. "

There was also an 
unexpected change - the 
Holy Father accepted 
the resignation of 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka. His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav 
thanked Archbishop-
emeritus Stefan for his 
work and expressed his 

joy that he came to the 
Synod.

At the time of the vacancy 
of the Metropolitan of 
Philadelphia, the Holy 
Father appointed Bishop 
Andrіу Rabiу to perform 
his duties.

This year's Synod is 
attended by a new 
member of the Synod - 
the youngest Bishop of 
the Synod, the Assistant 
Bishop of the Sokal-
Zhovkva diocese Petro 
Loza.

During this year, Bishop 
Andriy Sapelyak went 
away to eternity at the 
98th year of his life. 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
asked to remember him 
in his prayers in the 
context of the memorial 

days.

Traditionally, guests 
arrive at the Synod of 
Bishops of the UGCC. 
The Head of the UGCC 
congratulated each of 
them personally.

For this year's Synod 
came Bishop Claudio 
Gugerotti, Apostolic 
Nuncio in Ukraine. 
"Whenever you are 
between us, we feel the 
presence of the Holy 
Father, Pope Francis" 
said the Head of the 
UGCC.

Archbishop Mieczyslaw 
Mokrzycki, Lviv Roman 
Catholic Metropolitan, 
Bishop Roland Mіnnerаth, 
Archbishop of Dijon, 
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representative of the 
French Catholic Bishopric. 
"This is a great sign of 
communion between the 
local Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church and the 
French Church," said His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav.

The Apostolic exarch 
for the Catholics of the 
Byzantine rite of Greece, 
Bishop Manuel Nin 
arrived from Greece. 
"Feel like a brother 
among the brothers. 
Thank you for the fact 
that tens of thousands of 
faithful in our Church in 
Greece are under your 
caring parental care," 
said the Head of the 
UGCC.

The guests of the Synod 
were also Bishop Filaret 

(Kucherov), Archbishop 
of Lviv and Galician UOC 
(MP), and Bishop Dimitry 
(Rudyuk), Archbishop 
and Metropolitan of the 
UOC (KP).

Bishop Ihor (Isichenko), 
Archbishop of the 
Kharkiv-Poltava diocese 
of the UAOC arrived 
at the Synod. Bishop 
Ihor will also take part 
in some meetings of 
the Synod. "Thank you 
so much that you are 
among us and that you 
will work with us," said 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav.

In addition, there 
arrived also the 
representatives of the 
UGCC communities of 
certain countries where 
the Church still does not 

The Synod of Bishops of the UGCC held its first working 
meeting. Guests arrived from around the world

have fully established 
structures.

The Primate 
congratulated Fr. Vasуl 
Goverа, Apostolic 
Administrator for Greek 
Catholics in Kazakhstan, 
Fr. Yuri Kolasа, General 
Vicar for the faithful 
of the Byzantine rite in 
Austria, and Fr. Makariу 
Leniv.

However, this is not yet 
all the guests who will 
arrive at the Synod of 
Bishops of the UGCC this 
year. The members of the 
Synod also expect the 
arrival of the Bishop of 
Milan (Shashik); the ruling 
Bishop of the Mukachevo 
Greek Catholic diocese 
Bishop Nil (Lushchak); 
the Assistant Bishop 

of the Mukachevo 
Greek Catholic Diocese 
Fr. Andres Martinez 
Esteban; representative 
of the Spanish Bishops' 
Conference; vicar for 
the Eastern Catholics 
in Spain; and Fr. Serhiy 
Hayek, Apostolic Visitor 
for the Greek Catholics 
of Belarus.
 
Department of 
Information of the UGCC

Adapted from the article 
on http://news.ugcc.ua/
en/photo/the_synod_of_
bishops_of_the_ugcc_
held_its_first_working_
meeting_guests_arrived_
f r o m _ a r o u n d _ t h e _
world_83712.html

Messenger of the Holy Father at the Synod: Meetings of 
Pope Francis and the Head of the UGCC are always very 

fruitful - they build the foundation for cooperation

Monday, 03 September 
2018

The Holy Father asked 
me to convey that the 
Holy See is always close 
to you and has a great 
desire to follow you, to 
be in touch with you in 
all matters that may be 
a sign of the care of 

the Church of Rome for 
the love of the whole 
Church. This was stated 
by Archbishop Claudio 
Gugerotti, the Apostolic 
Nuncio in Ukraine, 
during the first day of the 
Synod of Bishops of the 
UGCC, which continued 
in Lviv-Briukhovychi from 
2 to 12 September 2018.

According to Archbishop 
Claudio Gugerotti, this 
year's Synod takes place 
at a special moment that 
Ukraine is experiencing. 
"I would just like to 
recall the topic that 
was and is at the 
center of our attention 
- the celebration of this 
glorious Tomos. There 

is a lot of talk about it, 
but nothing is visible yet. 
Therefore, there is a field 
for different talks ... We 
need to focus primarily 
on the Church, which is 
a favorite of Christ. But 
we must also be careful 
about the political 
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moment that is present 
on this topic. I would 
like to talk more about 
Christ, but less about 
politics," said the envoy 
of the Pope.

According to him, we 
are now preparing for 
the presidential election. 
This, too, says the 
Archbishop, is a special 
opportunity to see how 
Greek Catholics in 
Ukraine can help people 
understand what they 
want - to help remember 
the consequences when 
we talk about values such 
as justice and respect for 
human rights, which are 
often neglected.

The theme of the Synod 
is the Word of God. "The 
preaching of the Word 
of God awakens the aim 
of being missionaries, 
the ability to work and 
draw conclusions that 
will serve the universal 
Church. Without this, the 
Church would be poorer. 
This is a characteristic 
of the Church - to 
receive the Word and 
then to preach it," says 
Archbishop Claudio 
Gugerotti.

The Apostolic Nuncio 
noticed that during the 
Synod there will be 

Messenger of the Holy Father at the Synod: Meetings of 
Pope Francis and the Head of the UGCC are always very 

fruitful - they build the foundation for cooperation

new bishops nominated. 
He expressed the hope 
that these nominees 
would be exemplary. 
"The new bishops are 
the strengthening of the 
Apostolic Collegium, 
which is entrusted with 
the management of 
the Church. They must 
continue to be healthy, 
deep, living spirituality 
with the ability to lead, 
which is a special 
specific characteristic of 
this task," he said.

Finally, the Apostolic 
Nuncio wished the 
members of the Synod 
a fruitful work and 
conveyed the hugs and 
blessings of the Holy 
Father. "And you should 
be proud of who you 
are and in order to 

be able to support the 
faithful in the faith," said 
the Archbishop.

Archbishop Claudio 
noted that Pope Francis 
and His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav always have 
the opportunity to 
meet. "This is always 
a meeting that is very 
fruitful, which builds a 
common foundation for 
cooperation," he said.

The Head of the UGCC 
therefore asked to 
convey to the Holy 
Father "the unity and 
support that the bishops 
of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church want to 
express".

"We said publicly 
yesterday," said His 

Beatitude Sviatoslav, 
"that the UGCC is with 
the Holy Father in his 
suffering, in his difficulties, 
and always wants to 
bring him joy. We do not 
want to upset our Father, 
but by our work, our 
ministry we always strive 
to be the cause of joy. "

Department of 
Information of the UGCC

http://news.ugcc.ua/
en/news/messenger_
of_the_holy_father_at_
the_synod_meetings_
of_pope_francis_and_
t h e _ h e a d _ o f _ t h e _
ugcc_are_always_very_
f ru i t fu l__ they_bu i ld_
the_ foundat ion_ for_
cooperation_83713.html
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REAL CATECHIZATION SITUATION PRESENTED AT UGCC SYNOD

5 September 2018

The Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church has 
made some progress at 
the local level regarding 
catechetical ministry. 
However, in spite of 
certain achievements, 
there are now many 
challenges that need 
to be addressed. So if 
everyone pays more 
attention to catechesis 
and cooperates with 
each other the situation 
will improve considerably 
in the area of religious 
education and education 
in faith.

Sr. Luiza Ciupa said it 
in the report “Catechism 
in the UGCC: state, 
challenges and ways 
to overcome them” on 
Tuesday, September 
4, during the second 
session of the Synod of 
Bishops of the UGCC, 
taking place these days 
in Lviv-Bryukhovychi. This 
day the Synod is devoted 
to the consideration of 
the main theme: “God's 
Word and Catechism.”

According to her, now 
one can state with 
certainty that many good 
initiatives, sacrifices, and 
work on the local level 
are initiated. However, 
despite success and 
achievements, we face 
our own difficulties and 
problems in this field.

The speaker tried to 
outline the most common 
widespread challenges. 
In the opinion of Sister 
Luisa, it is now not quite 
easy to cooperate with 
dioceses when they do 
not appoint a person 
responsible for the 
catechetical ministry. 
After all, the personnel 
training for catechetical 
ministry is no less 
important for improving 
the work of the dioceses.

“Unfortunately, in our 
Church there are still few 
priests who are into the 
matter of conveying their 
faith, Christian teaching 
and education, providing 
systematic appropriate 
software for such a 
process. We must admit 
that often the motivation 
and enthusiasm of priests 
to catechetical affairs are 
very weak, they do not 
feel like the first catechists 
in parishes, and do not 
pay enough attention 
to the development of 
catechetical ministry. This 
is indicated as a challenge 
in almost all reports of 
diocesan catechetical 
commissions,” the 
speaker believes.

In addition, Sr. Luiza 
also referred to the 
lack of properly trained 
catechist laity and their 
proper supervision, since 
this is a particularly 
urgent matter in Europe, 

Canada, the United 
States, where so many of 
our faithful immigrate for 
work and for permanent 
residence.

She believes that the 
catechism of adults in 
parishes has so far been 
neglected. Moreover, 
catechization (i.e., 
Christian education and 
education) is largely 
confined to preparation 
for the first Holy 
Confession.

Thus Sr. Luiza tried to 
summarize suggestions 
for improving 
catechization. She is 
convinced that, first of all, 
it is necessary to involve 
priests more effectively as 
the first catechists in the 
parish. She adds that it is 
expedient to practice laity 
catechists, emphasize the 
responsibility of parents 
and their involvement 
in catechesis, conduct 
catechesis for adults, 
and also engage youth.

“I sincerely hope that 
the Holy Synod, in its 
reflections, prayers and 
sincere dialogue, will 
offer us some direction 
for the improvement and 
more effective work in 
the religious education 
and upbringing in faith, 
formulate appropriate 
decisions and 
mechanisms for their 
implementation in order 

to improve catechetical 
ministry,” summed up 
Sr. Luiza Ciupa, Sisters 
Servants of Mary 
Immaculate.

Bishop David Motiuk, 
the Ruling Bishop of the 
Diocese of Edmonton, 
in his report “The Word 
of God and Catechism” 
presented the Canadian 
experience of catechesis.

The bishop advised to 
change the focus from 
child catechization to 
adult evangelization 
and catechesis, to 
devote time, effort and 
money to infrastructure 
development for adult 
catechization and 
evangelization.

It was reported by 
the Department of 
Information of the 
UGCC.

h t tp s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
catholics/ugcc/72517/

Sr. Luiza Ciupa, SSMI
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Bishop Peter Stasiuk: It is important that all leaders of 
the UGCC understand the importance of the place of our 

Catechism in the life of our Church

Tuesday, 04 September 
2018

Catechism occupies a 
significant place in the life 
of our Church, and the 
leadership of the Bishops 
must be dedicated to the 
teaching of God's Word. 
That is why the role of 
Bishops is enormous, 
because everyone needs 
to understand the Word 
of the Creator.

This was emphasized in 
his report "The Catechism 
of the UGCC Christ is 
our Pascha in the life of 
the Church: a reception 
in our Church" by Bishop 
Peter (Stasiuk), the Ruling 
Bishop of the Melbourne 
Diocese (Australia) 
and the Head of the 
Patriarchal Catechetical 
Commission, on Tuesday, 
September 4, within the 
framework of the second 
session of the Synod of 
Bishops of the UGCC in 
Lviv-Bryukhovychi. This 
day the Synod is devoted 
to the consideration of 
the main theme: "God's 
Word and Catechism."

"The question that we 
must keep up with is 
whether this Catechism 
best describes the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church as she has 

developed throughout 
history. Are we the ones 
as Catechism  describes? 
I think that most of 
us would say that the 
Catechism describes us 
as we are now," said 
Bishop Peter.

According to him, 
Catechism is a means 
of proclaiming the Word 
of God today and in the 
near future. According to 
him, the very existence of 
our Church as a world 
entity depends on this.

"The most important thing 
now is that all the leaders 
of our Church understand 
the importance of the 
place of our Catechism 
in the life of our Church. 
Our leaders must be 
entirely devoted to the 
teaching of God's Word, 
and especially - as it is 
expressed in the texts 
of the Scriptures ... The 
role of the Bishops in this 
process is decisive. Each 
of us must read and 
know the Scriptures and 
realize that the Word 
of God (Scripture) is 
addressed to each of us 
personally. This is the first 
priority! "- emphasized 
the speaker.
He added: "A month 
later, I sent a brief 
questionnaire to each 

Bishop regarding the 
perception of our 
Catechism in the local 
dioceses. I received 18 
responses, about half 
of the letters I sent. 
Interestingly, those who 
did not send answers 
are those places that 
do not have eparchial 
catechetical councils, 
catechetical progress, 
or even little attention 
to the teaching role 
of the Bishop and the 
Church. It was these 
dioceses that did not 
fill out the questionnaire 
and did not send 
them. Every eparchy, 
including my own, has 
difficulties in fulfilling 
personal obligations," 
shared the Head of the 
Patriarchal Catechetical 
Commission.

Bishop Peter Stasiuk 
recalled that the 
Catechism is divided 
into three parts: "The 
liturgical part, which 
describes the prayer 

and liturgical life, is very 
popular. It is given the 
most attention. The third 
part, which is important, 
competes with the 
Roman Catholic sources. 
So far, few of our faithful 
fully understand the idea 
of our Eastern Catholic 
moral theology. It is 
necessary to have some 
theological preparation 
to appreciate the 
Catechism. The first part, 
which in fact is based on 
the "Symbol of Faith", 
is the most theological; 
it is often described as 
difficult to understand."

As Bishop Petro says, 
the Catechism "Christ is 
our Pascha" is perceived 
quite well in our Church, 
and even Roman 
Catholics around the 
world also welcome this 
publication.

In addition, he shared 

Bishop Peter Stasiuk
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that there is a proposal 
for a simpler version 
of our Catechism - for 
young children." It is 
worth noting that we 
do not mean by this 
"Catechism for Youth" 
(the work on which is 
currently ongoing), but 
something at the level of 
secondary school."

"Today, many are asking 
about the second edition 

Bishop Peter Stasiuk: It is important that all leaders of 
the UGCC understand the importance of the place of our 

Catechism in the life of our Church

of our Catechism. In 
fact, our commission 
has already received 
suggestions on how to 
improve it. I realize that 
in the future, this should 
be done. However, we 
have not yet grasped 
the treasure that is 
contained in our present 
Catechism," said Bishop 
Peter at the end.

We would like to recall 

you that the Catechism 
"Christ is our Pascha" 
was released in 2011. 
Since then, 120 thousand 
copies have been 
published in Ukrainian, 
50 thousand in Russian, 
about 12 thousand in 
English, and 5 thousand 
in Portuguese. Soon 
Catechism will be 
published in Spanish, 
Polish, French and Italian.
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Members of the Synod were introduced a current state of 
implementing of UGCC Strategy 2020

Saturday, 08 September 
2018

An executive secretary 
of Working committee of 
implementing Strategy of 
UGCC development by 
2020, Fr. Andriy Onuferko, 
P.h.D. presented key 
points of mapping out the 
strategy to the members 
of the Synod of Bishops.

Members of the Synod 
were informed how 
the Working committee 
is getting ready to 
delegate authority 
to the administration 
of Patriarchal Curia. 
Over the past year a 
tight collaboration has 
been established with 
Administrator of Curia 
regarding priorities of 

a program “The vibrant 
parish – a place to 
encounter the living 
Christ”.

Fr. Andriy also outlined 
some statistics data they 
collected about pastoral 
service at parishes and 
missionary pastoral 
communities of UGCC in 
2017. A statistical survey 
gives an opportunity to 
see the conditions of 
parochial life according 
to the program “The 
Vibrant Parish”: The Word 
of God – Catechization, 
Liturgy-Prayer, Ministering 
a neighbor (diaconia), 
Maintenance - Governing 
the Sacraments, 
Communion – cohesion 
and missionary ethos.

Monitoring was the third 
topic to present. As for 
Fr. Andryi, the Working 
Committee together with 
eparchial coordinators 
prepare an annual 
document called “Steps 
forward”, where different 
tasks and priorities are 
mentioned. This kind of 
monitoring is held three 
times a year.

Another point  that was 
brought up is that much 
has been gained within 
years of the Working 
committee’s activity in 
reviving a parochial life. 
“We launched different 
tools starting with a 
Pastoral letter of His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav “The 
Vibrant Parish – a place 
to encounter the living 

Christ” from 2011.

“We will enhance 
implementation of tasks 
of our Synod for this year, 
regarding its main theme 
– The Word of God 
and Catechization. We 
are preparing some new 

Fr. Andriy Onuferko
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publications on Liturgy 
and prayer and planning 
to reissue some materials, 
taking into account an 
experience of the recent 

Members of the Synod were introduced a current state of 
implementing of UGCC Strategy 2020

(continued from previous page)

years”, said Fr. Andriy 
Onuferko.

The UGCC Department 
for Information

h t tp ://news .ugcc .ua/
e n / n ew s /m emb e r s _
o f _ t h e _ s y n o d _
we re_ i n t r oduced_a_
c u r r e n t _ s t a t e _ o f _

implementing_of_ugcc_
strategy_2020_83765.
html

In the UGCC there will be a new translation 
of the Liturgicon

September 7, 2018

Bishop Benedict 
Aleksiychuk, the Head 
of the Patriarchal 
Commission on the 
Liturgy, informs us that 
there is work being 
done on a new official 
translation of the 
Divine Liturgy.  Before 
approval of the Synod, 
certain parishes and 
monasteries will use (test) 
the proposed translation 
and note and make any 
necessary suggestions. 

Bishop Benedict states 
that every generation 
should have its own 
translation.  For the 
Church is alive and 
developing – developing 
even liturgical language. 
A new translation is to 
be prepared to express, 
account for any changes 
from one generation to 
the next.  
 
In this endeavor also will 
also be employed the 
skills of specialists and 

learned, educated in 
the study of Liturgy from 
the Diaspora.  Besides 
this, there will be the 
cooperative efforts with 
translators, theologians 
and specialists of the 
Divine Liturgy, both our 
own and those of other 
Churches. This is done so 
that the translation would 
be the most accurate. 
They worked with 
previous texts and have 
become acquainted with 
sources from various 
languages, so that it be 
of the best theological 
expression. The Synod 
and Head of our Church 
would then make the 
decision to accept.

Liturgical life and 
expression is most 
important in the life 
of the Church.   For it 
is the most beautiful 
opportunity to meet the 
Almighty God. And what 
could be more important 
than this encounter with 
the Creator? Bishop 
Benedict, eparch of St. 

Nicholas in Chicago, 
replies nothing.  
These matters are of 
importance to the entire 
Church. For we have 
both the personal witness 
in conversation with God 
and also the common 
witness of the Liturgy.  
The word “Liturgy”  
comes from the Greek 
language meaning 
common work, common 
praise, the work of the 
people. The translation 
will be for the common 
use of the faithful.

In our world today, there 
is a number of problems 
and difficulties, political 
and as well as economic.  
However, in God there 
is no problem.  He is 
ready to help us in all 
matters.  Therefore, when 
we pray, we encounter 
Him individually and as 
a group.  Speaking to 
Him in today’s language 
will enable us to find 
the answers.  Bishop 

(continued on next page)

Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk

Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk
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The members of the Synod celebrated the 325th anniversary 
of the restoration of unity of UGCC Przemysl Eparchy with 

the Roman Apostolic Church

Benedict states that this 
work regarding liturgical 
texts and the discussion 
regarding common 
prayer is very important.

There will also be the 
discussion of the liturgical 
calendar.

Translated from the 

Ukrainian article on:
 

h t t p : / / n e w s . u g c c .
ua/news/ v_

u g k t s _ b ud e _ no v i y _
pereklad_sluzhebnika_
bozhestvennoi_lіturgіi__
v l a d i k a _ v e n e d i k t _
aleksіychuk_83754.html

Monday, 10 September 
2018

The Bishops of the UGCC 
visited the Przemysl-
Warsaw Archeparchy 
to celebrate the 325th 
anniversary of the 
reestablishment of the 
unity of the Przemysl 
Eparchy with the Roman 
Apostolic Church. Such a 
visit of over forty Bishops 
of the UGCC from 
all over the world to 
Przemysl took place for 
the first time in history.

Metropolitan of Przemysl 
and Warsaw, Yevhen 

(continued on next page)

In the UGCC there will be a new translation 
of the Liturgicon
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(Popovich), congratulated 
all members of the Synod 
of our Church, as well 
as Archbishop Salvatore 
Penacio, the Apostolic 
Nuncio in Poland, and 
the Bishops of the Polish 
Bishopric Conference in 
his diocese.

"Today, in Przemysl is 
a great holiday," said 
the Head of the UGCC 
during the sermon at 
the Greek Catholic 
Cathedral of St. John 
the Baptist in Przemysl. - 
"The Kyivan Church has 
arrived in Przemysl in the 
person of their Bishops 
from all over the world 
to thank the Lord God 

The members of the Synod celebrated the 325th anniversary 
of the restoration of unity of UGCC Przemysl Eparchy with 

the Roman Apostolic Church

for the incarnation of the 
history of our Church and 
our people. Today we 
solemnly want to thank 
God for the fact that He 
loves us so much."

Speaking about the 
history of the Przemysl 
Eparchy, His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav emphasized 
that it dates back a 
long time ago ... "This 
year the Kyivan Church 
celebrates 1030 years 
of the Baptism of Rus'-
Ukraine. But we know 
that the history of the 
Przemysl Eparchy is 
even more ancient and 
reaches the mission of 
the holy Slavic educators 

Cyril and Methodius 
- it was set up by their 
disciples," added the the 
Primate.

Christianity in these 
lands in the Byzantine 
rite has survived different 
stages of its formation 
and prosperity. "But a 
special event was the 
one which memory we 
celebrate today: 325 
years ago, the glorious 
Bishop of Przemysl, 
Innokentij Vynnytskiy 
makes a historic decision 
- to restore unity with the 
successor of the Apostle 
Petro," said the Primate.

This Eparchy in its history 

knew various points 
... Through the power 
of the Spirit of God, it 
showed the height of the 
flowering of Christian 
spiritual life, culture and 
art. We know that this 
diocese gave our Church 
and our people the 
author of our national 
anthem (Mykhailo 
Verbytsky - Ed.). But also 
it has survived the time of 
destruction, persecution, 
martyrdom. Therefore, 
today's holiday is 
celebrated in the context 
of the resurrection 
of the Przemysl 
Metropolitanate," said 

(continued on next page)
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the Primate.

The  Head of the Church 
remembered Bishop 
Ivan Martynyak, who 
became the instrument 
of God's work after 
the resurrection of this 
Eparchy, a teacher of 
love and unity. Today, 
said the spiritual leader 
of the Greek Catholics, 
this diocese is confidently 
stepping forward 
because it feels that 
the Church is nothing 
else than continuation 
in time and space of 
the sacrament of the 
incarnation of the Word 
of God.

"This year both Poland 
and Ukraine celebrate 
the centenary of restoring 
their statehood. And, 
standing in front of God's 
throne, we thank for the 
fact that He cared and 
cares for our peoples. 
But today we have to say 
together that whenever 
our history was a history 
of salvation, that is, the 
history of God's love, 
then together we were 
strong and invincible," 
convinces the hierarch.

And each time, he added, 
when the history of man 

The members of the Synod celebrated the 325th anniversary 
of the restoration of unity of UGCC Przemysl Eparchy with 

the Roman Apostolic Church
(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)
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The members of the Synod celebrated the 325th anniversary...

on earth threw God 
out of it, it turned into 
the human history only, 
the time of destruction, 
hatred and war came. 
"For the history of man 
without God is death," 
emphasized the  Head 
of the UGCC.

"We pray today, - called 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav, 
- that the history of 
modern Poland and 
modern Ukraine was 
a continuation of the 
history of salvation. Let 
no one build a future 
on hatred. Let us be the 
followers of this unifying 
Divine Love, to which our 
Holy Father Francis calls 
us today."

"Let today's feast of the 
visible and complete 
unity of the Church of 
Kyiv with the Roman 
Apostolic See be the 
feast of God's love in 

our hearts, communities, 
eparchies and peoples," 
wished the Head of the 
Church.

On this day, the Bishops 
of the Synod also visited 
the Przemysl Cemetery, 
where the Bishops of 
the Przemysl Eparchy, 
the fathers Choristers 
(Kryloshany) and 

prominent pastors of 
this Eparchy are buried. 
In general, over one 
hundred priests of the 
UGCC are buried in this 
ancient cemetery. Here, 
the Bishops held the 
Panakhyda.

Photo: br. Ivan Vyhor
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General Audience of 5th September 2018 - English summary

Here is the official English 
language summary of 
the Pope's catechesis at 
the General Audience 
on 5th September 2018

Summary: Dear brothers 
and sisters: In our 
continuing catechesis on 
the Ten Commandments, 
we now consider the 
command to keep holy 
the Lord’s Day. For 
the Scriptures, this day 
of rest is not a mere 
escape or diversion, 

but a command to 
imitate God Himself, 
who on the seventh 
day rested from His 
works and contemplated 
the goodness of His 
creation. Our day of 
rest, like His, must be an 
occasion of joy, praise, 
and thanksgiving for the 
gift of life, culminating 
in our celebration of the 
Eucharist, the supreme 
act of thanksgiving 
given to us by the Lord 
Himself. How easy it is 

to be negative, to dwell 
on life’s problems and 
challenges, and to try to 
flee from them! On the 
other hand, accepting 
God’s invitation to give 
thanks for the goodness 
of life and creation entails 
a conscious choice. 
Goodness, like love, is 
never forced on us; it 
must be freely chosen 
and accepted. When, on 
our weekly day of rest, 
we contemplate our lives 
and the world around 

us, let us be conscious 
of God’s provident care 
and conform ourselves, 
like Jesus, to the Father’s 
will, knowing that, in the 
end, “all is grace”. For, 
as the Psalmist assures 
us, in God alone do our 
souls find rest.

h t t p s : / / w w w .
va t i cannews . va/en/
pope/news/2018-09/
pope-francis-audience.
html

Pope Audience: Discern true rest from false rest

September 5, 2018

Joining tourists and 
faithful in St Peter’s 
Square on Wednesday, 
Pope Francis during 
his General Audience 
focuses on the 
Commandment, "  
Remember to keep holy 
the Lord’s Day."

The Pope told those 
gathered that resting on 
Sunday was not “a mere 
escape or diversion, 
but a command to 
imitate God himself, 
who on the seventh day 
rested from his works 
and contemplated 
the goodness of his 
creation.”

False rest and true 
rest
He pointed out that 
there was “false rest 

and true rest”.  Society, 
he said, was thirsty 
for entertainment and 
holidays. The image-
model, the Pope 
continued, was “that 
of a successful person 
who can afford different 
kinds of pleasure. 
But this mentality, he 
noted, slips towards 
the dissatisfaction of an 
anesthetized existence 
of entertainment that is 
not rest, but alienation 
and escape from reality.  
Man has never rested as 
much as today, yet man 
has never experienced 
as much emptiness as 
today.”

Rest and 
contemplation
On the other hand, 
explained Pope Francis, 
true rest “is a moment 
of contemplation, of 

praise.” It is a time to 
look at reality and say: 
how beautiful life is. It is 
the day, he continued, 
to say to God: thank 
you for your life, for 
your mercy, for all your 
gifts.” Sunday, the Pontiff 
stressed, was not the day 
to cancel the other days 
but to recall them, bless 
them and make peace 
with life because it is 
life is precious. Peace 
is chosen, he said, it 
“cannot be imposed 
and cannot be found by 
chance.“

In God alone do our 
souls find rest.
The Pope concluded by 
saying, “when, on our 
weekly day of rest, we 
contemplate our lives 
and the world around 
us, let us be conscious 
of God’s provident care 

and conform ourselves, 
like Jesus, to the Father’s 
will, knowing that, in the 
end, “all is grace”. For, 
as the Psalmist assures 
us, in God alone do our 
souls find rest.”

Pope Francis General 
Audience of 5 September 
2018

h t t p s : / / w w w .
va t i cannews . va/en/
pope/news/2018-09/
pope-francis-audience0.
html
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Remembering 9/11 with the Popes

September 11, 2018

In the face of the barbaric 
terrorism that took place 
on 9/11, Pope St. John 
Paul II, Pope emeritus 
Benedict XVI, and Pope 
Francis all remind the 
world to pursue the path 
of peace and love, which 
overcomes all forms of 
hatred and violence.

By Devin Watkins

On the 17th anniversary 
of the September 11, 
2001 attack on the 
World Trade Center in 
New York, we step back 
in time to remember the 
words and actions of 
three Popes when faced 
with the horrors of 9/11.

Pope St. John Paul II: 
2001

It was a Tuesday. Pope 
John Paul II watched 
events unfold live on 
television. His press 
secretary later recounted 
how JPII sought to get in 
contact with US President 
George W. Bush by 
telephone to express his 
closeness to the American 
people. But the president 
was unreachable and 
in a secure location for 
security reasons. The 
Pope sent a telegram 
instead, decrying the 
“inhumane attacks” and 
assuring his prayers in 

those trying times.

The next day was 
a Wednesday, and 
Pope John Paul II held 
the weekly General 
Audience under the 
strain of interior suffering. 
9/11, he said, “was 
a dark day in human 
history, a terrible attack 
on human dignity.” He 
added: “The heart of 
man is an abyss whence, 
at times, emerge acts of 
unspeakable ferocity.”

Pope emeritus 
Benedict XVI: 2008

On April 20, 2008, Pope 
Benedict XVI made the 
first papal visit to Ground 
Zero in New York. To 
honor the victims, the 
Pope chose not to give 
a speech. He said a 
prayer instead.

Under a gray sky, an 

oboe played a mournful 
tune as he descended into 
the unfinished monument 
to gaze into its temporary 
reflecting pool. “God 
of understanding,” he 
prayed, “overwhelmed 
by the magnitude of this 
tragedy, we seek your 
light and guidance as 
we confront such terrible 
events.”

Pope Benedict then lit a 
candle to remember the 
victims who died in New 
York, Washington D.C., 
and aboard the United 
93 flight that crashed in 
Pennsylvania.

Pope Francis: 2015

Seven years later, Pope 
Francis followed in his 
predecessor’s footsteps, 
visiting the completed 
Ground Zero monument 
on September 25, 2015. 
Only the sound of flowing 

water could be heard as 
the Holy Father laid a 
white rose on the edge 
of the reflecting pool.

At this symbolic location, 
Pope Francis held an 
interreligious meeting, 
and appealed for all 
religions to promote 
peace together.

“This place of death 
became a place of life 
too,” he said. It is “a 
hymn to the triumph of 
life over the prophets of 
destruction and death, 
to goodness over evil, 
to reconciliation and 
unity over hatred and 
division.”

h t t p s : / / w w w .
va t i cannews . va/en/
pope/news/2018-09/
remembering-911-with-
the-popes.html
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Pope Francis at Mass: Jesus the icon of the meek and 
compassionate pastor

18 September 2018

Pope Francis’ homily 
during Mass on Tuesday 
at Casa Santa Marta 
focuses on Jesus who 
drew near to people as 
he walked the streets of 
his world and as he gave 
his life on the cross.

By Sr Bernadette Mary 
Reis, fsp

Pope Francis reflected 
on the Gospel of the 
day (Luke 7:11-17) 
during his homily on 
Tuesday at Casa Santa 
Marta, which recounts 
the raising of the son of 
the widow of Nain. He 
presented Jesus, the icon 
of the shepherd, whose 
authority came from his 
compassion expressed 
in meekness, tenderness, 
and closeness to the 
people. The Pope 
encouraged pastors to 
imitate Jesus in being 
near to people, not 
near to the powerful or 
ideologues whom, he 
says, “poison souls”.
The source of Jesus’ 
authority

What gave Jesus 
authority, Pope Francis 
explained, was that “he 
spent most of his time 
on the road”, touching, 
embracing, listening and 
looking at the people in 
the eye. “He was near 

them”, the Pope said. 
“this is what gave him 
authority”.

Jesus was meek

Jesus taught the same 
thing that many others 
taught, the Pope 
continued. It was how he 
taught that was different. 
Jesus “was meek, and did 
not cry out. He did not 
punish the people”. He 
never trumpeted the fact 
that he was the Messiah 
or a Prophet. “In the 
Gospel, when Jesus was 
not with people, he was 
with the Father praying”, 
Pope Francis said. His 
meekness toward the 
Father was expressed 
when he “visited the 
house of his Father which 
had become a shopping 
mall….” He was angry 
and threw everyone out, 
the Pope said. “He did 
this because he loved 
the Father, because he 

was humble before the 
Father”.

Jesus felt tender 
compassion
Jesus was overcome 
with compassion for the 
widow. Jesus “thought 
with his heart”, which 
was not separated from 
his head, Pope Francis 
said. Then Jesus tenderly 
touches her and speaks 
to her, “Do not weep”. 
“This is the icon of the 
pastor”. The pastor 
“needs to have the 
power and authority that 
Jesus had, that humility, 
that meekness, that 
nearness, the capacity to 
be compassionate and 
tender”, the Pope said.

Silence and prayer: 
the last words

The Pope brought up 
that it was also the 
people who yelled 
“crucify him”. Jesus 

then compassionately 
remained silent 
because “the people 
were deceived by the 
powerful”, Pope Francis 
explained. His response 
was silence and prayer. 
Here the shepherd 
chooses silence when the 
“Great Accuser” accuses 
him “through so many 
people”. Jesus “suffers, 
offers his life, and prays”, 
Pope Francis said.

That prayer carried him 
even to the Cross, with 
strength; even there 
he had the capacity of 
drawing near to and 
healing the soul of the 
repentant thief.

h t t p s : / / w w w .
va t i cannews . va/en/
pope-francis/mass-casa-
santa-marta/2018-09/
pope-francis-mass-santa-
marta-pastor- tender-
meek.html
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Patriarchal Catechetical Commission and Department of 
Marine Apostolate of the UGCC received new leaders

Tuesday, 18 September 
2018

His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
and the Synod of the 
Bishops of the UGCC 
expressed their gratitude 
to Peter (Stasiuk), the 
Bishop of the Diocese 
for Catholic Ukrainians 
in Australia, New 
Zealand and Oceania, 
for the fruitful work 
for our Church as the 
Head of the Patriarchal 
Catechetical Commission 
and the Chairman of the 
Marine Apostolic Office.

"Personally and on 
behalf of the Synod, I 
would like to convey 
to you in this letter my 
sincere gratitude for 
many years of work as 
the Chairman of the 
Patriarchal Catechetical 
Commission, appointed 
by my glorious 

predecessor, His 
Beatitude Lubomyr 
Husar, and later as the 
Head of the Department 
of Marine Apostolate," 
noted the UGCC 
Primate.

He later added: "I 
feel that under your 
guidance, the Patriarchal 
Commission and the 
Marine Apostolate 
have completed many 
successful projects that 
will benefit the faithful of 
our Church throughout 
the world. I am asking 
you to share with your 
successors the enormous 
experience you have 
gained while leading 
the above-mentioned 
structures of the 
Patriarchal Curia."

Since Bishop Peter 
resigned from those 
positions, the successors 

for a term of three years 
were appointed.

David (Motiuk), Bishop 
of Edmonton, will now 
serve as the Head of the 
Patriarchal Catechetical 
Commission, and Paul 
(Chomnycky), Bishop 
of Stamford, - as 
the Chairman of the 
Department of Marine 
Apostolate of the UGCC.
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Solidarity is the force of our people, which allowed 
resistance to Russian aggression - The Head of the UGCC to 

the Bishops of Europe

Saturday, 15 September 
2018

From 13 to 16 September 
2018 in Poznan, Poland, 
the annual Plenary 
Assembly of the Council 
of Catholic Bishops' 
Conferences of Europe 
(CCEE) is held. This year, 

the central theme of 
the meeting is "Europe: 
the role of solidarity in 
upbringing conscience 
and shaping a society." 

The meeting includes 
Catholic Bishops of all 
European countries, as 
well as Turkey, Cyprus, 

Israel, Kazakhstan. 
Ukraine is represented by 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav, 
the Father and the Head 
of the UGCC, Archbishop 
Mechyslav Mokshitsky, 
Head of the Conference 
of the Roman Catholic 
Bishops of Ukraine, and 
Bishop Milan (Shashik), 

the Ruling Bishop of 
the Mukachevo Greek 
Catholic Diocese.

In his speech, His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav 
emphasized that 
solidarity, the powerful 
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force of civil society 
in Ukraine, was in all 
its glory during the 
Revolution of dignity as 
a fundamental European 
feature of our people. 
"Solidarity, that is, the 
ability to survive the 
suffering and needs of 
the neighbor as our own, 
united people of different 
Churches, religions and 
nationalities and marked 
the death of the post-
Soviet society and the 
birth of a European 
nation of a European 
type based on respect 
for the dignity of each 
person and the desire 

to build a free and 
independent state," 
stressed the Head of the 
UGCC.

He noted that the 
solidarity that appeared 
in the volunteer 
movement was the force 
of our society, which 
allowed our people to 
resist Russian aggression 
and at the cost of lives 
of tens of thousands of 
heroes to defend their 
homeland.

"The same solidarity in a 
deep economic crisis has 
made us able to extend 

Solidarity is the force of our people...

the helping hand to nearly 
two million internally 
displaced persons and 
overcome the deep-
seated economic and 
humanitarian crisis, 
which can be called the 
greatest humanitarian 
catastrophe in Europe 
after the Second World 
War," said the Head of 
the UGCC.

His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
thanked the European 
Bishops for solidarity with 
Ukraine in this painful 
historical moment, for 
prayer, diplomatic and 
economic support, 

for confronting the 
Moscow propaganda 
by spreading true 
information about the 
war in Ukraine.

Department of 
Information of the UGCC

http://news.ugcc.ua/
en/news/so l ida r i t y_
is_the_force_of_our_
people_which_allowed_
resistance_to_russian_
a g g r e s s i o n _ _ t h e _
head_o f _ t h e_ugcc_
t o_ t h e_b i s hop s_o f _
europe_83842.html

THE PROTECTION OF THE MOTHER OF GOD - October 1

The Church celebrates 
the Feast of the Protection 
of the Mother of God on 
October 1st. Through 
this feast we celebrate 
the appearance of 
the Mother of God 
in Constantinople 
in the tenth century. 
The account of this 
appearance is found in 
the life of St. Andrew, 
known as the Fool for 
Christ. During services in 
the Church of Blachernes, 
St. Andrew and his 
disciple, St. Epiphanius, 
saw the Mother of God 
approach the ambo. 
She was supported by 
St. John the Baptist and 
St. John the Evangelist, 
and accompanied by 

many Saints. Here She 
knelt in prayer, Her face 
bathed in tears. After 
praying again at the 
altar, She took Her veil 
and extended it over the 
people as a sign of Her 
protection. 

On the Icon, the Mother 
of God is seen standing 
above the faithful. Her 
arms, outstretched in 
prayer, are draped 
with a veil. Angels are 
pictured on both sides. 
St. Andrew and St. 
Epiphanius are shown 
on the lower right of our 
Icon. St. Andrew, dressed 
only in a cloak, gestures 
toward the Mother of 
God. St. Epiphanius, 

wearing a tunic under 
his cloak, gestures in 
astonishment at the 
miraculous appearance. 

In the center of the 
Church, a young man 
with a halo, clothed in 
a deacon's sticharion, is 
holding in his left hand 
an open scroll with the 
text of the Christmas 
Kontakion in honor of 
the Mother of God. 
He is St. Romanos the 
Melodist, the famous 
hymnographer whose 
feast is also celebrated 
on October 1st. 

There are many 
variations of the icon 
of this event. In some 

icons of this mystery, 
the Virign is shown 
alone without any of the 
other figures associated 
with the original vision. 
This highlights the 
truth that the Mother 
of God is the "Never-
failing Protectress" of 
all Christians, our ever-
present Advocate with 
the Creator. This Icon tells 
us that we are not alone. 
We live in the presence 
of the Mother of God. 
She is our Protectress. 
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Happy Birthday 
Bishop Andriy Rabiy

October 1st

October 2018 - Æîâòíÿ 2018
Happy Birthday!

Ç Äíåì íàðîäæåííÿ!

October 1: Bishop Andriy Rabiy
October 2: Most Rev. Stephen Sulyk, Archbishop Emeritus
October 9: Rev. Ivan Demkiv
October 12: Rev. Paul J. Makar
October 12: Rev. Roman Sverdan
October 13: Rev. Volodymyr Popyk
October 15: V. Rev. Archpriest Daniel Troyan
October 16: Rev. Nestor Iwasiw
October 28: Rev. Edward Levandusky
October 31: Rev. Ruslan Romanyuk

May the Good Lord Continue to 
Guide You and Shower You with 
His Great Blessings.  Mnohaya 
Lita!

Íåõàé Äîáðèé Ãîñïîäü Òðèìàº  
Âàñ ó Ñâî¿é  Îï³ö³ òà Ùåäðî 
Áëàãîñëîâèòü Âàñ. Ìíîãàÿ Ë³òà!

Congratulations on your 
Anniversary of Priesthood!

Â³òàºìî ç Ð³÷íèöåþ Ñâÿùåíñòâà!

October 17: Rev. Deacon Paul Spotts
(9th Anniversary)

October 17: Subdeacon Roman Oprysk
(9th Anniversary)

May God Grant You Many Happy 
and Blessed Years of Service in the 
Vineyard of Our Lord!  

Íåõàé Áîã Îáäàðóº Áàãàòüìà 
Áëàãîñëîâåííèìè Ðîêàìè Ñëóæ³ííÿ 
â Ãîñïîäíüîìó Âèíîãðàäíèêó!


