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Third Annual Centralia Church Pilgrimage 
Marked By Large Turnout

CENTRALIA — The third annual “Call to Prayer” pilgrimage at the 106-year-old Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, Centralia, PA was well attended on Sunday afternoon 
with an estimated crowd of over 500 visitors.  Four Bishops participated in the pilgrimage: Bishop Andriy 
Rabiy, Apostolic Administrator of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia; Bishop John Bura, 
Auxiliary Bishop of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia; Bishop Kurt Burnette, Bishop of the 
Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic; and Bishop Ronald Gainer, Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Harrisburg.  The Divine Liturgy was video taped and aired on EWTN.

Photo: The Divine Liturgy with Bishop Andriy Rabiy, homilist and concelebrants Bishop 
John Bura and Bishop Kurt Burnette and clergy including Msgr. James Melnic , Fr. Michael 
Hutsko, Fr. Robert Hitchens, Fr. John Szada, and Deacon Paul Spotts.  (Photo: Teresa Siwak)
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Call to Prayer Marian Pilgrimage Attracts Over 
500 Pilgrims to Abandoned Pa. Coal Town

Centralia, Pa.—Over 
500 pilgrims gathered 
here on Sunday, August 
26 for the third annual 
A Call to Prayer Marian 
Pilgrimage at Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic 
Church. 

Bishop Andriy Rabiy, 
Apostolic Administrator 
and Bishop John Bura, 
auxiliary bishop of the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia and Bishop 
Ronald Gainer of the 
Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Harrisburg and 

Bishop Kurt Burnette of 
the Ruthenian Byzantine 
Catholic Eparchy 
of Passaic were the 
celebrants at the noon 
Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy. Concelebrating 
clergy were Very 
Reverend Archpriest 
Michael Hutsko, 
Reverend Monsignor 
James T. Melnic, Very 
Reverend Robert J. 
Hitchens and Fr. John 
Szada.  Deacon was 
Reverend Deacon Paul 
M. Spotts.

Liturgical responses were 
sung by the Choir of 

the Ukrainian Catholic 
National Shrine of the 
Holy Family, Washington, 
D.C., under the direction 
of  Oksana Lassowsky 

and Stephen L. Szyszka, 
Co-Directors.

Assista for the Divine 
Liturgy were seminarians 
of Saint Josaphat 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Seminary, Washington, 
D.C.  Bryce Fiamoncini 
served as lector.

The Fourth Degree 
Knights of Columbus 
served as the Holy 
Guard.

During his homily, Bishop 
Rabiy thanked the 
pilgrims for journeying to 
this holy mountain, where 
“you can feel something 
special, the presence of 
God.”   

He recounted how in the 
Old Testament, Moses 
ascended the mountain 

Attorney Michael J. O’Connor Esq., who serves as Supreme Secretary 
of the National Knights of Columbus was among the faithful at the 
Divine Liturgy in Centralia, PA. (Photo: Teresa Siwak)
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 Bishop Andriy Rabiy speaks to Bishop Ronald Gainer 
after the “Living Rosary.” (Photo: Teresa Siwak)

(continued from previous page)

to be in the presence of 
God.

In the New Testament, 
he said, “Our Lord went 
up the mountain with 
Peter, James and John 
and was transfigured 
before their eyes.  They 
experienced something 
special.”

“Today, during this 
pilgrimage, gathered on 
this holy mountain, may 
each of you encounter 
the Divine.  You come 
here to seek God’s 
grace.  Say to Him, ‘I am 
here to listen.  Lord, what 
do you have to tell me?’”

Bishop Rabiy commented 
on the great diversity 
represented at the 
pilgrimage.

“We have a lot of 
people here today from 
many different locations. 
It’s very nice to see,” he 
said.

The Divine Liturgy was 
recorded for broadcast 
on EWTN on Friday, 
September 7, at 3:30 pm 
EDT.

After the Divine Liturgy, 
the pilgrims processed 
with the Replica of the 
Icon of Pochaiv to the 
special area where it 

Call to Prayer Marian Pilgrimage Attracts Over 
500 Pilgrims to Abandoned Pa. Coal Town

was displayed, together 
with the Icon and Relics 
of Blessed Bishop-Martyr 
Mykola Charnetsky, 
CSs.R. and the Icon 
of Our Lady Help of 
Persecuted Christians.

At 2 pm, Bishop Ronald 
Gainer from the Diocese 
of Harrisburg led the 
pilgrims in the praying of 
a Living Rosary before the 
historic and jeweled l8th 
century copy of the Icon 
of Our Lady of Pochaiv.  
During his reflection, he 
commented on the life 
of Mary, beginning with 
the Annunciation and 
including her Assumption.  

In his message to the 
crowd from Luke 2:19, he 
stressed the importance 
of both keeping 
(retaining) and pondering 
(meditating upon) the 
word of God. “To ‘keep’ 
means to store away 
and to ‘ponder’ means 
to always be engaged 
with,” he added.

Bishop Gainer told the 
pilgrims when you pray 
the Rosary “take time 
and meditate on each 
prayer at each bead” 
so that your prayer may 
speak to you.

Commenting on the 

pilgrimage, Bishop 
Gainer said, “It’s 
wonderful to be here 
and see Catholics come 
together from all areas 
of the state and join 
with our friends from the 
Eastern Church. Today 
is a day for us to take 
yet another step toward 
healing in the church, 
praying and asking 
forgiveness of past sins 
and moving forward,” 
he said.

At 3 pm the traditional 
Akathist hymn to the 
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Bishop John Bura, Msgr. James Melnic and Fr. Paul 
Makar during the Akafist (Photo: Teresa Siwak)

Moleben with Bishop Kurt Burnette 
(Photo: George Ann Novak-Katchick)

Mother of God was sung 
before the Shroud of the 
Dormition of the Mother 
of God.

During the singing of the 
Akafist hymn,  Bishop 
Bura explained to the 
pilgrims that the Akafist 
hymn is to be sung 
standing,  to remind 
us of the resurrection 
of Christ and also His 
second coming.  In briefly 
recounting the history of 
this Marian devotion, he 
told the pilgrims it was 
a poem of 24 stanzas 
composed by St. Roman 
the Melodist.  The themes 
are the earthly life of 
Jesus and the Mother of 
God and the theological 
reality of the redemption 
of humanity.

Bishop Bura encouraged 

Call to Prayer Marian Pilgrimage Attracts Over 
500 Pilgrims to Abandoned Pa. Coal Town

the pilgrims to let Mary’s 
prayer, “Thy will be 
done” become their 
prayer so that following 
Mary’s perfect example, 
they “may lead a good 
Christian life.”

At 4:30 pm, the pilgrims 
carrying lighted candles 
processed to the church 

for the celebration of a 
Moleben to the Mother 
of God.  

Bishop Kurt Burnette was 
the celebrant and the 
homilist at the Prayer 
Service (Moleben) to 
the Mother of God.   
His theme was one 
of forgiveness.  He 

pray for someone. After 
a while, it worked.  God 
softened the hardness of 
my heart.”

“If Mary could forgive 
those people (who 
crucified her Son), you 
and I could forgive 
anyone.”
Let this be as time for 
“fresh beginnings.  Ask 
God’s help for the 
forgiveness of sins and of 
each other.  Ask God’s 
help, pray for others and 
ask the Mother of God 
for her help.”

Pilgrims had the 
opportunity to receive 
the Mystery of Penance 
throughout the day at 
various locations on the 
church grounds.

r e c o u n t e d 
how there 
was a time 
in his life he 
found it had 
to forgive 
s o m e o n e 
and through 
the Mother 
of God was 
given the 
strength to do 
so.  “I prayed 
in front of 
the icon of 
Mary and 
asked her to 
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Parishioners from Bridgeport, PA along with guests from local 
parishes rode on a bus to the Centralia Pilgrimage 

(Photo: Teresa Siwak)

The Supreme Council of 
the Knights of Columbus 
and the Pa. State 
Council of the Knights of 
Columbus have become 
financial benefactors of 
this year’s pilgrimage and 
were well represented.

Attorney Michael J. 
O’Connor Esq., of 
Frackville, who also 
serves as Supreme 
Secretary of the National 
Knights of Columbus, 
said that he views the 
unique pilgrimage site 
as a place of spiritual 
significance.

“I feel that this location is 
a very special place for 
us,” he said.

Centralia is an 
abandoned, desolate 
place in Columbia 
County, Pennsylvania, 
destroyed by an 
underground mine fire, 
which resulted in the 
relocation of all but a 
handful of residents and 
the demolition of all but 
a few buildings.

Situated on a hilltop 
overlooking the once-
thriving town, a white 
church capped by 
three onion-shaped 
blue domes, the stately 
Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Call to Prayer Marian Pilgrimage Attracts Over 
500 Pilgrims to Abandoned Pa. Coal Town

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church towers over 
Centralia as it has since 
the first services were 
held there in 1912, after 
the parish was founded 
on August 15, 1911, the 
feast of the Assumption 
of the blessed Virgin 
Mary.

Today, while the town is 
a memory, the church still 
serves a thriving parish 
family, with congregants 
driving to the hilltop 
on Sundays and Holy 
Days from communities 
throughout the area. 
The Very Rev. Archpriest 
Michael Hutsko is the 
pastor of the parish.

During his historic 
visit in November 
2015, His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav Shevchuk, 
Primate of the world-

wide Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, marveled at the 
continuing presence of 
the church in Centralia. 
He also noted how 
this coal region parish 
fostered four priestly 
vocations and three 
sisters to the religious life.

Patriarch Sviatoslav felt 
a sense of true holiness 
which pervades the 
entire church property 
and designated the 
church a site of holy 
pilgrimage. His desire 
is for all people of faith 
to come and experience 
this holiness, sanctity and 
serenity as pilgrims to 
this holy place on the 
mountain.

When the Centralia 
church celebrated the 
centennial of its founding 
on August 28, 2011, 

Archb ishop-emer i tus 
Stefan Soroka, during 
his homily observed "This 
church is standing after 
100 years, despite the 
mine fire and the town 
leaving, to deliver a 
message to the world: 
'We are to be like your 
namesake, the Mother of 
God, to be servants to 
others.'" 

The church is located 
2 Blocks North of 
Route 42 in Centralia, 
Pennsylvania, at the 
following mailing address 
1130 Summit Hill Rd. 
Aristes, PA 17920.

If you would like more 
information about the 
church, contact the 
church rectory at 570-
339-0650.
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Hundreds gather for Marian pilgrimage to 
Pennsylvania town on fire

By Perry West

Philadelphia, Pa., Aug 
31, 2018 (CNA).- 

Centralia, Pennsylvania, 
is on fire … literally: a 
coal fire has been raging 
underneath the town for 
more than 50 years, but 
a century-old church 
still stands, drawing 
hundreds of Catholics 
for an annual Marian 
pilgrimage.

“The town is essentially 
gone, for all intents and 
purposes dead, but the 
Church is what gives life,” 
said Father John Fields, 
communications director 
and vice-chancellor 
for the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia.

“Jesus Christ gives life to 
the whole location,” he 
told CNA.

On August 26, four 
bishops and more than 
500 pilgrims gathered 
to celebrate the Feast 
of Assumption of Mary, 
known in the Eastern 
rites as the Dormition of 
the Theotokos.

Pilgrims came from 
nearby and as far 
away as Texas and 
Florida for the third 
annual pilgrimage at 
the Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Centralia, a 
nearly deserted town 
where a fire still burns up 
to 300 feet underground.  
Believed to be from an 
attempt to burn trash 
in a former strip mine, 
the fire began under 
Centralia in 1962. The 
fire stretches 8 miles and 
could last up to 250 
more years, according to 
the Smithsonian Institute.
Most of Centralia has 
evacuated, Fr. Fields told 
CNA, but added that the 
church still stands on the 
solid rock upon which 
it was built by Ukranian 
miners in 1912. He said 
that tests have shown the 
church to be safe from 
the fires.

The Marian pilgrimage 
was coordinated by 
Father Michael Hutsko, 
the pastor of the 
Ukrainian church, built 
on a hill overlooking the 
now smoldering town 
and which still has about 
50 families who are 
parishioners.

Also in attendance were 
Bishop Kurt Burnette of 
the Byzantine Catholic 
Eparchy of Passaic, 
Bishop Ronald Gainer of 
Harrisburg, Bishop John 
Bura of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia, and Bishop 

Andriy Rabiy, apostolic 
administrator of the 
same archeparchy.

The event began with 
the celebration of Divine 
Liturgy, followed by the 
Akafist hymn, a poem of 
24 stanzas composed by 
St. Roman the Melodist, 
which reflects on the 
earthly life of Jesus and 
the Mother of God, and 
the theological reality 
of the redemption of 
humanity.

Later in the day, a 
procession of candles 
was held as attendees 
prayed the Moleben, 
an eastern liturgical 
service of thanksgiving. 
A healing service was 
also held.

Participants were also 
welcome to pray a living 
rosary, which used a 
large set of beads held 
by numerous people. 
The rosary was prayed in 
front of an 18th century 
copy of the Icon of Our 
Lady of Pochaiv.

Divine Liturgy was led 
by Bishop Rabiy, who 
compared the pilgrimage 
to the mountain parish 
to the Transfiguration 
of Christ in the New 
Testament.

“Our Lord went up the 
mountain with Peter, 

James and John and was 
transfigured before their 
eyes. They experienced 
something special,” he 
said during the homily.

“Today, during this 
pilgrimage, gathered on 
this holy mountain, may 
each of you encounter 
the Divine. You come 
here to seek God’s 
grace. Say to Him, 'I am 
here to listen. Lord, what 
do you have to tell me?'”
Bishop Burnette led the 
Moleben, reflecting on 
the theme of forgiveness 
and especially Mary’s 
willingness to forgive 
those who killed her Son.
“If Mary could forgive 
those people [who 
crucified her Son], you 
and I could forgive 
anyone,” he said, and 
prayed that this time be 
one of “fresh beginnings” 
for the pilgrims.

“Ask God’s help for the 
forgiveness of sins and 
of each other. Ask God’s 
help, pray for others and 
ask the Mother of God 
for her help.”

h t t p s : / / w w w .
cathol icnewsagency .
c o m / n e w s /
hundreds-gather- for-
ma r i a n - p i l g r image -
to-pennsylvania-town-
on-fire-40385
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Vacation Bible Discovery Camp 2018
Assumption Parish in Perth Amboy, NJ

 The youth of 
Assumption parish 
in Perth Amboy, NJ 
again this year had the 
opportunity to expand 
their knowledge in faith 
and culture by attending 
a three-day Vacation 
Bible Discovery Camp 
on the grounds of the 
parish. Every year the 
children look forward 
to this camp where they 
form lifelong friendships 
and experience the 
joy and beauty of 
our Catholic faith and 
Ukrainian culture. It was 
a joy to see each child 
arrive with beaming 
smiles on their faces 
when they arrived on 
Monday, August 26 as 
they anxiously waited for 
the three days of camp to 

begin. The camp started 
with twenty-one happy 
campers who were 
eager to learn more 
about their faith and 
strengthen relationships 

with one another. 

 The first day 
started out at our 
church hall where 
campers offered prayer 

to Almighty God. Then 
a day was filled with a 
variety of fun activities 
that included a lesson 

Bishop Andriy Rabiy visited the Children’s Bible Summer Camp at Assumption Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Perth Amboy, NJ on August 27, 2018. The three-day camp with Fr. Ivan 

Turyk strived to teach children about Christ thru prayer, crafts and activities.  
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Vacation Bible Discovery Camp 2018
(continued from previous page)

and an art project on 
“With God all Things 
Are possible,” and a 
biblical lesson on how 
sin can be avoided 
by following “The Ten 
Commandments.” The 
students were also 
introduced to the concept 
of God’s omnipotence 
by reading the story of 
how Jesus Walks on the 
Water.  In the afternoon, 
the campers had a very 
special visitor, Bishop 
Andriy Rabiy, who 
attended the camp on 
his way to the Synod of 
Bishops in Ukraine. The 
children were able to get 
to know His Excellency 
during the question and 
answer session with a 
Bishop. They asked him 
many questions about his 
own personal interests 
and his ministry, all of 
which he answered. 
Having answered the 
children’s questions, he 
took the opportunity to 
ask his own questions 
about the importance of 
church, prayer and saints 
in their lives. The students 
eagerly answered and 
each received an icon 
from the Bishop. 

 On the second 
day of camp, children 
participated in a 
memorable day full 
of fun activities and 

(continued on next page)
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enriching classes which 
included lessons about 
the Holy Dormition 
Feast, the cross, Moses 
and the importance 
of keeping “The Ten 
Commandments.” After 
a wonderful lunch at the 
rectory prepared by Fr. 
Ivan, the children spent 
the afternoon forming 
social bonds over crafts 
and other educational 
activities before heading 
back to church for a 
special presentation by Fr. 
Ivan on the iconography 
and Mrs. Fedynyshyn’s 
talk on the important 
Bible characters in our 
Salvation. 

 The third day 
of camp got off to a 
great start as children 
read about the Good 
Shepherd, made their 
own little lamb to remind 
them that they are a part 
of “the flock,” reviewed 
how Bishop Andriy 

Vacation Bible Discovery Camp 2018
(continued from previous page)

and Fr. Ivan are other 
shepherds who help 
Jesus to keep “the flock” 
from getting lost through 
sin. Throughout the third 
day of camp the children 
also took part in many 
different fun activities like 
playing in the bounce 
house and participating 
in the sack races, where 
they were fish in the Sea 
of Galilee waiting to be 

caught by the Apostles. 
They said they were 
“jumping for Jesus.” 

 In three days of 
camp, there were lots 
of good food, amazing 
projects and lots of new 
friendships made. Thank 
you to everyone who 
worked so hard to make 
it happen and who took 
time out of their busy 

to John Fedynyshyn, 
who supplied the food, 
teachable materials, 
cleaned the hall each day 
and ensured the safety 
of everybody attending. 
This couple  did an 
exceptional job and are 
to be congratulated for 
all that they have done. 
Thank you Father Ivan  
for guidance, prayers, 
talks and everyday 
presence with the 
campers. Thanks also go 
to Miss Sofia Wernyj who 
instructed and watched 
our campers and to Mrs. 
Dawn Domingues for her 
assistance in making this 
endeavor such a success. 
It is because of caring 
parents, children and 
wonderful volunteers that 
our parish will continue 
to grow. May God bless 
you in all that you do.

schedules and 
invested it in 
the future of 
our parish. 
We would like 
to especially 
acknowledge 
and thank 
Mrs. Melanie 
Fedyny sh yn 
who oversaw 
and planned 
the three 
days of 
camp. Thanks 
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Witnesses for Christ

In John 20:21, Jesus says to the 
disciples in the Upper Room after 
His resurrection, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, even so I 
send you.” In other words, Jesus was 
sent by the Father to redeem the 
world through His life, death and 
resurrection. Now as He was about 
to return to His heavenly Father 
through His ascension into glory, He 
sends forth His disciples to be 
missionaries, to be apostles (Gk. 
apostolos, “one who is sent”) so that 
they might make disciples of all 
nations (cf. Matthew 28:18-20).

The icon of The Ascension of the 
Lord reveals the mystery of our 
Lord’s ascent into heaven forty
days after his resurrection (cf. Luke 24:36-53; Acts 2:1-12) and the divine commissioning 
of the whole Church to spread the Gospel to all peoples in the power of the Holy Spirit 
to form through word and sacrament a true Church of the Nations.

Christ Enthroned as High Priest and King

In the upper register of the icon we see Christ 
enthroned in glory. His garments are the color 
white, signifying the radiance of His glory and 
divine light. Yet while being fully God, He is also 
fully human, and as our Great and Royal High 
Priest, He enters the throne room of His Heavenly 
Kingdom and Temple to rule and to make 
intercession for us in His mercy. He sits enthroned 
on a rainbow (cf. Revelation 4:2-3), with the clouds 
as His footstool, enveloped within a mandorla – an almond shaped object that reveals a 
great mystery that can only be seen and fully understood through the eyes of faith. His 
left hand contains the scroll, since He is the Word of God sent by the Father (cf. John 1:1-
18) and the Prophet and Lawgiver who is greater than Moses (cf. Deuteronomy 18:15-19; 
John 1:17). His right hand is raised in blessing and commanding authority, since He has

www.easterncatholic.org 1
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A Catechesis on the Icon of the Ascension of the Lord

© 2018



SEPTEMBER 9, 2018  11

been glorified as both King and Priest (cf. Hebrews 4:14-16). The principle icons of the 
Byzantine iconostasis follow the same pattern of the left hand (Gospel Book) and right 
hand (Blessing) of Jesus. Christ is flanked by two angels on His throne supporting His 
throne and facing towards Him, since He is the King of all Creation – visible and invisible. 
His figure is one of both ascending to His heavenly Father and returning in glory, as He 
promised at the end of the age (cf. Acts 1:11).

Virgin Mary, Ark of the New Covenant and Mother of the Church 

Old Covenant containing the Ten Commandments, the Jar of Manna, and the Blossoming 
Rod of Aaron the High Priest. Her womb contained through the overshadowing of the Holy 
Spirit Jesus who is the Word of God, the Bread of Life and the Great High Priest. Jesus the 
High Priest has entered the Holy of Holies in heavenly glory to make atonement and 
intercession for His Church and the Virgin Mary is the Ark of the New Covenant which 
was, in its Old Testament form, in the Holy of Holies. The two angels are facing in an 
outward direction since they are speaking to the apostles telling them that Christ who is 
entering glory is to return in glory in the same way.

The Commissioned Apostles on the Mount of Olives 

On either side of the Virgin Mary are the Twelve Apostles –
those whom Jesus is commissioning to go out into all the 
nations to make disciples. On the left side we have Simon 
Peter directly across from the Virgin Mary and on the other 
side we have Paul the Apostle. Although St. Paul was not 
there for this event since he was still Saul the Pharisee and 
persecutor of the Church, nevertheless the traditional 
iconography of this event places him there by faith, since 
as both a believer and an apostle, he is present with the 
whole Church in this mystery and witnessed the appear-
ance of the Resurrected Lord on the Road to Damascus. 
The apostles have their hands raised to shade their eyes 

The Virgin Mary is in the center of the lower register of the 
icon, directly below that of Christ, her Son in glory. She is 
dressed in a red inner tunic (signifying that she is full of 
grace) and a blue outer tunic (signifying that she as the 
Birthgiver of God – Theotokos – is more spacious than the 
heavens). Three stars are seen on her – one on her forehead 
and the other two on her shoulder, signifying that she is a 
Virgin before, during and after the birth of Christ Her Son. 
She is facing us and her hands are raised in the orans position, 
showing that she prays continuously for the Church, her 
spiritual offspring as members of the Mystical Body of her 
Son (cf. Revelation 12:1-17). She too is flanked by two angels, 
reminiscent of the two angels who were atop the Ark of the

www.easterncatholic.org 2
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from the glorious revelation in the skies of the Son of God ascending in glory to the right 
hand of the Father. Jesus tells them to wait in Jerusalem where they will receive the power 
of the Most High through the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit in nine days so that they 
might be empowered to be His witnesses to the ends of the earth. He also promises to be 
with them until the end of the age. This icon represents a microcosm of the one, holy, 
catholic and apostolic Church founded by Jesus to live a common life of apostolic faith, 
worship and mission.

Conclusion

Like the Virgin Mary and the apostles, we should pray in hope for the coming of the Holy 
Spirit upon the Church so that we might be strengthened in our common life and witness 
to the world for Jesus Christ as His faithful missionary disciples. May we entrust ourselves 
to the intercession of both the Virgin Mary, the Queen of Apostles, and the Twelve 
Apostles, to fulfill our calling to serve as those who are sent to bring the good news of the 
Gospel to the world!  

www.easterncatholic.org 3
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“Catechetical Sunday” 
Weekend of 

September 15-16 

“Catechetical Sunday” is an annual 
observance in parishes throughout 
the United States as the instruction of 
students resumes in parishes. New and 
returning students, new and returning 
catechists gather as the parish offers 
special prayers asking God to grant 
to His servants, our students, our 
teachers, and ourselves the grace to 
grow in our communion with Him, 
as we continue our lifelong journey 
of knowing, loving and serving Him 
in this life. Please keep them in your 
prayers, encourage the students and 
their parents in their studies, and ask 
God’s enlightenment upon them and 
those who accepted the responsibility 
to teach them the Way of Our Lord.
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Petitions during the Divine Liturgy for Catechetical Sunday 
During the Litany of Fervent Supplication a petition may be added at the beginning of the school year for those under instruction: 

 
DEACON  (OR  PRIEST): Again we pray that the Lord will enable these students to grow in wisdom, understanding and virtue, for the 
glory of His holy name and that He would give them health and long life for the up-building of His holy Church; let us pray to the Lord. 
RESPONSE: Lord, have mercy. (3) 

 
If catechists are also present this petition may be also added: 

 
DEACON  (OR  PRIEST): Again we pray for all our catechists that the Lord our God would send His all-holy Spirit to guide and 
strengthen them as they instruct our students, Lord, hear us and have mercy. 
RESPONSE: Lord, have mercy. (3) 

 

The Blessing of the Students 
After the Prayer behind the Ambo all the students are to go to the front of the church for the following prayer: 

 
DEACON (OR PRIEST): Let us pray to the Lord.  
ALL: Lord have mercy. 

 
PRIEST: O Lord, our God and Creator, You have honored us with Your own image, and You taught Your chosen disciples that the fear of 
You is the beginning of true wisdom. You revealed Your wisdom to children and taught Your law to Solomon and to all who have 
sought You in purity of heart. Open the hearts, the minds, and the lips of these students. Enable them to receive the power of Your law, 
and to comprehend the useful things which will be taught them. Help them understand Your perfect will and contribute to the building up 
of Your holy Church. Deliver them from every snare of the enemy, preserve them in true faith, and in righteousness and purity all the 
days of their lives. May they grow in wisdom and in the observance of Your commandments. May they be revealed as worshippers of 
Your name and heirs of Your kingdom. 
 
Bless also their teachers; grant that their words be free from every worldly deceit and vanity, and they always clearly proclaim the 
word of Your truth. 
 
For You are our God, the Author of Truth and the Fountain of Wisdom, and to You we render glory: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
now and always and for ever and ever. 
ALL: Amen. 

 
After the final “Amen” students individually approach the priest who sprinkles each with holy water, saying: 

 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: may you be preserved from all evil and falsehood, In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Commissioning of Catechists 
 
DEACON (OR PRIEST): Let us pray to the Lord.  
ALL: Lord have mercy. 

 
PRIEST: O Lord, Jesus Christ our God: You revealed fishermen as wise teachers, and commanded them to make disciples of all na- 
tions. 
 
Look upon these catechists, who offer themselves in service to You and Your holy Church. Bless them, enlighten their minds and help 
them to proclaim Your word in their daily lives. Let their faith and love radiate throughout our community, so that all who know them 
might desire to glorify our Father in heaven. Help them vanquish all fear. Empower them to overcome all fatigue. Fill them with love 
for their students, and drive from their classrooms every wile of the devil. Make their lessons be filled with Your wisdom, so that all 
who hear them might be saved and come to the knowledge of truth. 
 
For You are the Wisdom of God, O Christ our Lord and we render glory to You, together with Your Father and Your enlightening Spirit, 
now and always, and for ever and ever. 
ALL: Amen. 

After the final “Amen” catechists individually approach the priest who sprinkles each with holy water, saying: 
 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: may you be preserved from all evil and falsehood, In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The priest presents each catechist a certificate of commissioning. 
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“I am the resurrection  
and the life,  

those who believe in me, 
even though they die, 

will live,  
and everyone who lives and 

believes in me 
will never die.” 

Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate 
 
 

 
 

Celebrating the Eternal Memory of 
 

Sr. Tharasia Mary Hladio 
Born: April 24, 1922 

Entered:  June 29, 1943 
In Community: 75 years 

          Fell Asleep in the Lord:  August 31, 2018 
 

Services will be held at St. Mary’s Villa -  Sloatsburg, NY 
 

Monday September 3, 2018 
 2:00 pm   Blessing of Casket/ Panakhyda/ Viewing 
 7:00 pm   Parastas followed by repast 
 
Tuesday September 4, 2018 
 10:30 am   Funeral Divine Liturgy and Burial 

 
May her Memory be Eternal  –  Вічная Пам’ять! 
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86th Annual Pilgrimage to the Mother of God
Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great

This year’s 86th Annual 
Pilgrimage honoring 
the Mother of God will 
be held on Sunday,  
September 30, 2018 
on the grounds of 
the Motherhouse of 
the Sisters of Saint 
Basil the Great in Fox 
Chase Manor, PA.  The 
theme of this year’s 
Pilgrimage is “A Call 
to Personal Prayer.”  

The day begins with 
the opportunity for 
confession starting 
at 9:00 am.  A 
Divine Liturgy will be 
celebrated at 11:00 
am by our Ukrainian 
hierarchy and clergy.  
The homilist for the 
Divine Liturgy and 
Moleben will be 
His Grace, Bishop 
Benedict Aleksiychuk, 
Eparchial Bishop 
of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Eparchy of St. 
Nicholas in Chicago.  
Lunch will be available 
afterwards, featuring 
traditional Ukrainian 
food.  The day will 
conclude with a prayer 
service (Moleben) at 
4:00 pm at the Grotto.  

Special programs on 
prayer for children 
and adults!

 

 Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the 

Great 
 

Annual Pilgrimage 

Celebrating Eighty-six Years as a 

Praying…Healing…Life-giving Presence 

 

Sunday, September 30, 2018 

9am – 5pm 

 
Theme: “A Call to Personal Prayer” 

 

On the Monastery Grounds 
  
 
 

For further information, please call 215.379.3998 x17 or visit the 
Sisters’ website at www.stbasils.com or on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/pages/Sisters-of-the-Order-of-St-Basil-the-Great-Jenkintown-
PA/280623061977867?fref=ts.
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ASSISTANCE TO THOSE WHO AFFECTED BY FLOODS IN PA
Recently, many parishes in the central and northern part of 
Pennsylvania are affected by floods caused by downpours. 

In your kindness, please consider making a donation and send 
it to our Archeparchy - Archbishop's Chancery, 810 North 
Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123. Attention: US Disaster 
Recovery Fund. Please make your check out to: Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia. You may also donate via PAYPAL: http://
ukrarcheparchy.us/donate-via-paypal-2/

Thank you for your generosity and consideration!

Most Rev. Andriy Rabiy

Funds are available to those who lost or have 
damaged property in the floods. Call the Chancery 
at 215-627-0143 to provide information on your loss.  

Some of the money has been distributed already. 

Holy Family Shrine-Washington 4,378.00
Holy Myrrh Bearers 2,037.00
Patronage Mother of God-Marion Hgts. 1,718.00
St. Josaphat Church-Trenton 953.00
St. Michael’s Church-Shenandoah 870.00
St. John The Baptist-Whippany 800.00
St. Nicholas Church-St. Clair 605.00
St. John The Baptist-Northampton 589.00
SS. Cyril & Methodius-Berwick 560.00
Assumption B.V.M. Church-Perth Amboy 550.00
St. Michael’s Church-Baltimore 500.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Mt. Carmel 500.00
St. Vladimir Church-Scranton 420.00
St. Vladimir Church-Elizabeth 400.00
St. Nicholas Church-Glen Lyon 335.00
St. Michael Church-Cherry Hill 305.00
Deyneka Lyubomyr & Nadia 300.00
Holy Ghost Church-West Easton 290.00
St. Nicholas Church-Wilmington 266.00
Front Royal Mission 257.00
St. Josaphat Church-Bethlehem 255.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Phoenixville 255.00
Assumption B.V.M. Church-Centralia 250.00
St. Michael’s Church-Frackville 250.00
SS. Cyril & Methodius-Olyphant 250.00
St. Anne Church-Warrington 250.00
Zyblikewycz, Eugene & Stephania 250.00
Smolney, Nicholas 250.00
St. Mary’s Church - Carteret NJ 233.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Curtis Bay 200.00
Lefchick, Joanne 200.00
Laskowski, Marlene & Christipher 200.00
Immaculate Conception-Hillside 160.00
Presentation of Our Lord-Lansdale 150.00
Ss Peter & Paul Simpson PA   150.00
Christ The King Church-Phila. 145.00
St. Michael’s Church-Pottstown 138.00
Nativity of B.V.M. Church-New Brunswi 130.00

St. Michael’s Church-Manville 120.00
Ascension of Our Lord-Sayre 120.00
Hewko, Christina 120.00
St. Nicholas Church-Phila 113.00
St. Vladimir Church-Palmerton 100.00
Hanson Alfred & Carol 100.00
Walker, Carol 100.00
Palko Theodore & Patricia 100.00
Car Sr, William 100.00
Hiriak, Nicholas 100.00
Czban, Rozalia 100.00
Glancey, William 100.00
Buska, Michael & Lynda 100.00
Strayves, Richard 100.00
Augustine, Andrew M 100.00
Chudoba, Michael J. 100.00
Rocus, Maryanne 100.00
Yurechko, Olga M. 100.00
Paslawsky, Helen 100.00
Yatison, John 100.00
Ratkovsky, Michael & Paula 100.00
Yeck, Robert & Joan 100.00
Zacharko, Stephan & Olga 100.00
Szczerban, Walter & Marteth 100.00
Hnidj, Sigrid Lubomir 100.00
Nativity B.V.M. Church-Middleport 70.00
Bartkovsky Michael & Paula 50.00
Merchlinsky, John & Dorothy 50.00
Kulish, Rose Marie 50.00
Adamchick, Joyce 50.00
Rev. Pavlo Myts 50.00
Hodge, Jeffrey & Joanne 50.00
Bardys, Irene 50.00
Yarymovych, Marta 50.00
Rydel, Eugene & Ann 50.00
Pylypec, Patricia 50.00
Maslij, Roman & Alison 50.00
Lesko, Mary 50.00
Bardys, Maryann 30.00
Iwaskiw, Walter 30.00
Starr, Raymond & Alice 30.00
Matuszewski, Cheryl & James 25.00
Sereditch John 25.00
Moczul Michael & Olga 25.00
Beretsky Elias 25.00
Kulynych, Mykhaylo & Pauline 25.00
Garland, Daniel & Laura 25.00
Chornopyska, Sofiya 25.00
Kowal, Paul 25.00
Iwanciw, John & Olga 25.00
St. Vladimir Church-Edwardsville 20.00
Johnson, Dorthy 20.00
Nancy A. Waligun 20.00
Worobij, Nadia 20.00
Feditko, Michael 20.00
Powell, Irma 10.00

TOTAL US DISASTER RECOVERY   $24,017.00
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Chumak Way Bicycle Team Visits St. Josaphat Seminary

Washington DC – Members of the Ukrainian bicycle team visited St. Josaphat Seminary on the final 
stop of their 10 thousand KM tour across North America this summer.  The team enjoyed dinner with the 
seminary community upon their arrival on August 29, to Washington, after a stop in Baltimore.  The team 
consists of 7 from Kyiv: Kostiantyn Samchuk, Maksym Semak, Yaroslav Matviychuk, Lilia Chemodanova, 
Olha Akhmedova, Valeriy Horbatov, and Serhiy Kyupnyi; from Ternopil: Serhiy Konoval; from Kherson: 
Dmytro Trokin.

Chumak Way – Cycle US & Canada for Peace is a 10,000 km (6,000 miles) North American cycling tour 
started in Los Angeles and ended in Washington D.C.  The Chumak Way team is biking for peace and in 
support of families and orphans who suffered from war in Eastern Ukraine. Within 100 days 10 Ukrainian 
volunteers and war veterans cycled through more than 400 towns and cities of the US and Canada.

Ukrainian Cycle Team at Holodomor Monument
Washington, DC – Members 
of the Ukrainian Bicycle Team, 
Chumak Way, gathered at 
the Victims of the Holodomor 
Memorial on Friday August 31, 
to remember the many who 
perished during the genocide in 
1932- 1933.  This year marks 
the 85th Anniversary of the 
tragedy.  Fr. Robert Hitchens 
and Fr. Wasyl Kharuk along with 
parishioners from the Ukrainian 
Catholic National Shrine of the 
Holy Family also offered prayer 
and witness.
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Bishop Andriy 
Rabiy visits 
St. Josaphat 
Ukrainian 
Catholic 

Seminary 

Bishop Rabiy visited our 
seminary in Washington 
DC for the new 
academic year.  Pictured 
are Bishop Andriy Rabiy, 
Father Robert Hitchens 
(rector), Father Wasyl 
Kharuk and seminarians 
– Subdeacon Alex Bricki, 
Andrew Perrong and 
Bohdan Vasyliv

Ukrainian Independence Day 
Gala at the Cultural Center

Bishop John Bura led the opening prayer and 
offered a reflection on Ukrainian Independence 
Day, August 24, 2018, at the Ukrainian Education 
and Cultural Center in Jenkintown, PA. 
(Photo: Rev. D. George Worschak)

Commemorative Booklets 
for Sale

We have copies of booklets of two expanded 
editions of THE WAY with pictures and articles 
(92 pages, color) highlighting 17 years of 
service of Metropolitan Stefan Soroka in the 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia. They are in 
English and Ukrainian. If interested to purchase, 
please call our Byzantine Supplies store at 
215.627.0660 (9:30 - 4PM). 



(continued on next page)
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Commissions and Departments of Archeparchy 
Meet to Set Planning Goals

On August 21, 2018, a general planning meeting of archieparchial committees and 
departments took place for the first time with Catechetical, Human Life & Dignity, 

Stewardship, Vibrant Parish and Religious Education.

Philadelphia, Pa.—
The first general planning 
meeting of archieparchial 
committees and 
departments was held 
on Tuesday, August 21, 
2018 in the conference 
room of the chancery at 
the initiative of Bishop 
Andriy Rabiy, apostolic 
administrator.  Reports 
and plans for the next 
several months were 
presented in the following 
areas:  catechetics and 

Picture caption:  Seated around the conference table, l. to r.:  Lola Dubenko, Msgr. Peter 
D. Waslo, Rev. Volodymyr Popyk, Mr. Yuriy Pylypchak, Rev. Taras Svirchuk, C.Ss.R., 
Bishop Andriy Rabiy, Rev. Archpriest Daniel Troyan, Rev. Archpriest John M. Fields, 
Sister Olha Mykhaliuk, OSBM. (Photo: Teresa Siwak)

religious education, 
human life and dignity, 
stewardship, religious life 
and Vision 2020.

The discussion on 
religious education 
and catechetics was 
led by Rev. Archpriest 
John M. Fields, Lola 
Dubenko and Sister 
Olha Mykhaliuk, OSBM.  
It was emphasized 
religious education is a 
lifelong process, from 

the youth in the parishes 
to the senior citizens in 
the parish.  Each parish 
is to have a religious 
education contact person 
to serve as a coordinator 
with the archieparchial 
catechetical commission.  
Catechetical Sunday 
will be observed 
in the parishes of 
the archeparchy on 
Sunday, September 
16 and materials will 
be provided to all 

parishes.  Additionally, 
a catechetical workshop 
will be held on 
Saturday, October 27 
in Philadelphia for all 
catechists and religious 
education coordinators, 
to introduce them 
to the Christ Our 
Pascha catechism of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church and also some 
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online catechetical 
materials that examine 
topics of faith for 
teenagers and adults.
Mr. Yuriy Pylypchak, 
from the Department 
of Human Life and 
Dignity, provided this 
mission statement:  “The 
Department of Human 
Life and Dignity of 
the Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia exists to 
promote and defend the 
sacredness of life from 
conception to natural 
death, the dignity of the 
human person as the 
foundation of a moral 
vision for society and the 
nuclei for the sanctity of 
marriage.”

Among some additional 
long term goals for the 
department include 
developing spiritual 
and emotional support 
groups for:  marriage and 
divorce, loss, grieving and 
bereavement, burial and 
memorial support, and 
ethics support.  Respect 
life materials will also 
be provided to parishes 
with an emphasis of also 
promoting participation 
in the Annual March 
for Life in January in 
Washington, D.C.

Rev. Archpriest 
Daniel Troyan, from 
the Department of 

Stewardship and Service, 
made a presentation on 
the different approaches 
to stewardship.  In 
a draft brochure on 
Stewardship Ministry, 
Father Troyan answered 
the question of What is 
Christian Stewardship? in 
a prepared brochure as 
“Christian Stewardship is 
about becoming good 
caretakers of all that 
God has given to us.  
God has given each of us 
special and unique gifts.  
Through Holy Scripture 
He teaches us that what 
we have is a loan.  Our 
God has chosen to work 
through us, through 
our gifts to be able to 
continue His saving work 
in the world.”

The brochure includes 
“His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
calls us to holiness:  
‘coming together as a 
Church community to 
have the Spirit of God 
alive in our bishops, 
priests, deacons, 
religious and faithful 
people.  This action of 
faith would enable us 
to receive the Gifts of 
God.’”  It also articulates 
the responsibilities of 
membership in the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church.

Rev. Volodymyr Popyk, 

Vision 2020 Vibrant 
Parish coordinator, 
discussed areas in each 
parish where the Vibrant 
Parish program can be 
strengthened.  In 2011, 
the Synod of Bishops of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church approved 6 main 
priorities for the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in 2013-
15 within the framework 
of the 2020 Strategy 
“The Vibrant Parish – A 
Place to Encounter the 
Living Christ”.  These are: 
1. The Word of God and 
Catechesis, 2. Liturgy and 
Prayer, 3. Service to our 
Neighbor, 4. Leadership 
/ Stewardship, 5. 
Communion / Unity, 6. 
Missionary Spirit.  Father 
Popyk discussed the 
need for coordination of 
the different departments 
and the parishes to 
continue the goals of 
Vision 2020.

Rev. Taras Svirchuk, 
C.Ss.R, Syncellus for 
Religious, discussed the 
status of religious life 
in the archeparchy and 
the various needs of 
the male and female 
religious communities.  
A general goal is the 
renewal of religious life, 
seeking new vocations 
of men and women 
who would respond 
to the call to serve is 

one main objective.  
The possibility of new 
religious communities, 
with distinct charisms, 
was also discussed.  
The importance of 
religious life in the 
church, especially in 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church was emphasized 
and the need to address 
ways to reinvigorate 
religious communities 
is a major goal of this 
department.

The meeting was chaired 
by Bishop Andriy Rabiy 
who opened the session 
with prayer and general 
remarks.  Msgr. Peter 
D. Waslo, Chancellor 
also attended the 
meeting and provided 
his observations on the 
topics discussed.

Commissions and Departments of Archeparchy 
Meet to Set Planning Goals

(continued from previous page)
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Ascension Manor in Philadelphia is seeking a 
Maintenance Technician

Ascension Manor is seeking 
a qualified candidate for 
a Full Time Entry Level 
Maintenance Technician. A 
Maintenance Technician must 
be able to perform basic 
plumbing, electrical, painting 
and appliance repairs. Prior 
completion of college or 
equivalent trade related 
courses and the ability to 
speak multiple languages are 
a plus. Resumes can be faxed 
to (215)922-3735. EOE

Help
 

Wan
ted

Ascension Manor holds Labor 
Day Barbeque for Residents 

on August 30, 2018

Did You Know Our Archeparchy is the Sponsor 
of Ascension Manor, An Affordable Residential 
Housing Complex in Philadelphia’s Northern 
Liberties neighborhood, one block from our 
Ukrainian Cathedral?

If you would like more information, please contact Ascension Manor, Inc. by phone at 
215-922-1116 or email at: info@ascensionmanor.org. The website address of 

Ascension Manor is: http://www.ascensionmanor.org/     

Equal Housing Opportunity
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UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA 
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2018 

 
 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral  
of the Immaculate Conception  
 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 
 
We invite all our married faithful 
to join with Bishop Andriy Rabiy 
to celebrate their Wedding Anni-
versaries at a Divine Liturgy inour 

Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, 
Sunday, October 21, 2018 at 11 AM followed by a Banquet 
in their honor. 
 

Registration Form 

Husband’s name _____________________________________________________________________ 

Wife’s Name  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish   _________________________________________ Phone ____________________________ 

Email ___________________________Wedding date_____________   Number of Years Married ______  

Number of Guests   ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Deadline for Registration October 12, 2018 

Cost:  $50.00 per Anniversary Couple  $30.00 per guest 

Mail to:  Office for Evangelization 810 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, Pa.  19123 

Make checks payable to: Archeparchy of Philadelphia  

This year, on 
Sunday, October 21, 
2018 at 11:00AM 
in our Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral 
of the Immaculate 
C o n c e p t i o n , 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Bishop Andriy Rabiy will 
join with our married 
faithful in celebrating 
the Divine Liturgy 
honoring Married Life.  

We invite all of our 
married faithful wishing 
to celebrate their 
wedding anniversary 
in this very special way 
to come and join in the 
celebration!  It will be 
a celebration of their 
love and commitment 
to each other in the 
holy state of Matrimony 
and a witness to the 
world of their life-long 
commitment to the Holy 
Mystery of Crowning, 
the Sacred Sacrament 
of Matrimony.
 
During the Divine 
Liturgy, they will 
renew their wedding 
vows, as they gather 
with other jubilarians 
from throughout 
the Archeparchy to 
celebrate their love, 
faith, and commitment 
to each other in the 
presence of Almighty 
God and family and 
friends.

After the Divine Liturgy, 
a dinner with Bishop 
Andriy will be an 

opportunity for all to 
break bread together.

We ask that you please 
share the information 
for this celebration by 
including the information 
in your parish bulletins, 

and posting the 
flyer on your parish 
bulletin boards and on 
your parish website.   
Responses are requested 
by Friday, October 12, 
2018.

Thank you for your 
cooperation and for your 
encouragement to your 
married couples to enjoy 
this memorable wedding 
anniversary celebration.
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Let us support strengthening of our Church in Dubno (Volyn)

Our Archeparchy supports building and completion of the Youth Center in the city of Dubno (Volyn'). A 
Ukrainian Catholic parish there is very young but very active. The youth center will benefit kids, young adults 
and families. They are doing a lot of outreach and provide assistance to the poor, elderly and refugees 
from Easter Ukraine. 

We would like to raise $6,000 to complete all the works and the center. The money is just for supplies and 
building materials. Labor is offered by parish volunteers. So far, we received $1,470.00.

Here is the list of benefactors, to whom we are very GRATEFUL:

 St. Josaphat Church-Trenton 300.00  
 Worschak, Rev. George  250.00  
 Anonymous    200.00  
 Peda, Gregory    200.00  
 Stek, Ann Marie    200.00  
 Drabic, John & Doris   100.00  
 Andrushko Svetlana  100.00  
 Samilo, Rassell   100.00  
 Worobij, Nadia     20.00  
    
 Total Collection for Dubno  $1,470.00

If you would like 
to contribute, 

please forward 
your donation 
to Archbishop's 
Chancery, 810 
North Franklin 

Street, Philadelphia, 
PA 19123. Checks 

are made to 
SPECIAL NEEDS IN 
UKRAINE, marked 
DUBNO. THANK 
YOU! MAY GOD 

BLESS YOUR 
GENEROSITY!

Funds for 
Dubno were 
wired to 

them and the 
campaign is 

still going on.
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Commemorating the 27th anniversary of Ukraine’s 
Independence at the Ukrainian Homestead of CEC ODWU, Inc.

Lehighton, PA – The 
2018 2-day Ukrainian 
Festival at the Ukrainian 
Homestead of CEC 
ODWU, Inc. which 
commemorated the 27th 
anniversary of Ukraine’s 
Independence, took 
place Saturday, August 
18 and Sunday August 
19, 2018.

Festival MC’s Paula 
Holoviak and Andriy 
Dobryansky together 
with Ukrainian-American 
veterans, Jack Palance, 
post 42 from Bethelheam, 
PA, opened the festival 
with the Ukrainian, 
American and Canadian 
anthems. Kalyna Dance 
Ensemble from Toronto, 
Canada welcomed 
the audience with the 
traditional dance “Pryvit,” 
(“Greeting”).  Throughout 

their performance 
Kalyna dance ensemble 
performed on a 
professional level with 
breathtaking stunts. 
Ensemble Kazka 
entertained the audience 
with its song and dance, 
which was interweaved 
by the enchanting 
sounds of violinist Innesa 
T umoc h ko -D y k a j l o .  
Father Volodymyr Baran 
skillfully performed varies 
melodies of Ukrainian 
folk songs on the 
accordion. At the end of 
Saturday’s performance 
ensemble Kalyna 
performed the traditional 
“ H o p a k , ” ( C o s s a c k 
Dance).  That evening 
every one enjoyed the 
“Zabava” to the sounds 
of “Chary” orchestra of 
Walter Syzonenko.

On Sunday, August 
19 at St. Andrew’s 

Chapel, Divine Liturgy 
celebrant Bishop Andriy 
Rabiy together with 
Fr. Volodymyr Baran, 
pastor of St. Vladimir’s 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Palmerton, 
PA said Divine Liturgy. 
After Liturgy baskets of 
fruits and flowers were 
blessed and distributed 
among the faithful.

Again festival MC’s 
Paula Holoviak and 
Andriy Dobryansky 
together with Ukrainian-
American veterans, 
Jack Palance, post 42 
opened the festival with 
the Ukrainian, American 
and Canadian anthems.  
Bishop Andriy Rabiy 
welcomed the festival 
and wished everyone a 
good time.

The performers, featuring 
danceensembles Kalyna 

and Kazka, delighted 
the audience with their 
new repertoires. At the 
end of the program, trio 
Innesa Tumochko-Dekajlo 
(violin), Fr. Volodymyr 
Baran (accordion) and 
Volodymyr Holoviak 
(violin) enchanted the 
audience with the sounds 
of Ukrainian melodies. 
The festival program 
concluded with the 
traditional Ukrainian 
dance “Hopak” by both 
ensembles Kalyna and 
Kazka.  

In a family atmosphere, 
guests enjoyed time with 
family and friends and 
delicious, homemade 
Ukrainian food.

We invite everyone to our 
2019 festival on August 
17-18, 2019!

CEC ODWU

Fr. Volodymyr Baran
Photo: Christine 

Syzonenko
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 Providence Association 
Ukrainian Fraternal Benefit Life Insurance Society  

Founded in 1912  
 

sales@provassn.com ~ 1-877-857-2284 
 

FUNERAL AND FINAL EXPENSE LIFE INSURANCE PROTECTION  
 

 Permanent Whole Life Insurance 
 Cash Value  
 Guaranteed Death Benefit for Your Loved Ones 
 Coverage will Never Expire 
 Face Value Death Benefit Will Never Decrease 
 Affordable Premiums that will Never Increase 
 Peace of Mind   
 Do not be a Financial Burden to your Loved Ones 
 Ready Access to Benefit without Probate or Delays 
 Single Pay “One-and-Done” Option Available 
 Face Value Coverage as High as Needed Available  
 Coverage Amounts as Low as $3,000.00 available 

www.provassn.com 
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Photo: Christine Syzonenko

FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2018

The Feast of the Exaltation 
of the Holy Cross 
originated in Jerusalem in 
355 to commemorate the 
dedication of the Basilica 
of the Resurrection. 
When the true cross of 
Jesus was found shortly 
afterwards, this event was 
commemorated on the 
same day. In time, the 
Feast of the Exaltation 
sup-planted the Feast of 
the Dedication. 

In 395, St. John Chrysostom 
wrote of the three crosses 
which were discovered 
beneath Golgotha by 

Empress Helena. Many 
other writers speak of 
miracles which occurred 
through contact with the 
true cross. It was through 
one of these miracles 
that the true cross was 
recognized by St. Helena 
and St. Macarius, Bishop 
of Jerusalem. 

The Holy Cross was 
kept in the Basilica 
of the Resurrection in 
Jerusalem until 614, when 
the Persians conquered 
the city and burned the 
church. In 628, Emperor 
Heraclius III defeated the 

Persians and returned the 
Holy Cross to Jerusalem. 
A portion of the cross 
was taken to Rome in the 
seventh century by Sergius 
I, a Pope of Byzantine 
origin. 

Icons of the Feast usually 
portray St. Macarius in 
the center of the Icon, 
elevating the Holy Cross 
and showing it to the 
people. This elevation 
or uplifting of the Cross 
shows its prominence as 
the sign of victory. Hence 
the name "Exaltation" or 

"Elevation of the Holy 
Cross." St. Constantine the 
Emperor, and St. Helena, 
his mother, are frequently 
shown, although some 
icons depict only St. 
Helena. Gathered 
about the Cross with St. 
Macarius and St. Helena 
are bishops, priests, and 
hymnographers. With 
them, too, we are joined 
in oneness of mind and 
purpose as we sing: "We 
bow to Your cross, O 
Lord, and we praise Your 
holy resurrection. 

God-with-us Series 
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Pope Francis greets Ukraine on Independence Day
23 August 2018

Pope Francis conveyed 
his greetings to the 
President and Ukrainians 
on the occasion of the 
27th anniversary of 
independence.

The press service of 
Ukraine's President 
reports.

“I hope that the desire 
to find a solution to the 
benefit of peace that the 
people are so striving 

for will bring positive 
results for the whole 
country, especially for 
the inhabitants of regions 
affected by the conflict,” 
the Pope wrote.

The Pontiff wished the 

President and all the 
people of the country a 
blessing of God.

h t t p s : / / r i s u . o r g .
u a / e n / i n d e x / a l l _
n e w s / c a t h o l i c s /
vatikan/72348/

Save The Date 2018 
 
 
SEPT. 17-20   UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CLERGY OF PHILADELPHIA RETREAT, LONG BRANCH, NJ  
 
SEPT. 20-22  CONGRESS OF EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES ON DIACONATE, SCRANTON, PA. 
 
SEPT. 30   100TH ANNIVERSARY ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, BETHLEHEM, PA. 
 
SEPT. 30  ARCHIEPARCHIAL PILGRIMAGE OF FEAST OF PROTECTION OF MOTHER OF GOD, MONASTERY  
  GROUNDS OF THE ORDER OF SISTERS OF ST. BASIL, FOX CHASE, PA.   DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM;  
  MOLEBEN AT 4:00 PM  
 
OCTOBER 21 ANNUAL WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION WITH A DIVINE LITURGY AT THE CATHEDRAL  
  CELEBRATED BY BISHOP ANDRIY RABIY FOLLOWED BY A DINNER RECEPTION FOR THE ANNIVERSARY  
  COUPLES AND THEIR GUESTS 
 
OCTOBER 27  CATECHETICAL CONFERENCE AT THE CATHEDRAL SOCIAL HALL IN PHILADELPHIA, PA. REGISTRATION- 
  9:15  AM;  CONFERENCE BEGINS AT 9:45 A.M. ALL CLERGY ARE INVITED.  HOWEVER CATECHISTS AND  
  YOUR PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATORS (DRE) MUST ATTEND.  OTHERS ARE  
  WELCOME.   FATHERS ARE ASKED TO SUBMIT THE  NAMES OF THOSE WHO WILL BE ATTENDING  
  FROM THEIR PARISHES BY OCTOBER 6.  EMAIL:  FATHER JOHN FIELDS EMAIL:   IBAH@AOL.COM OR  
  LOLA DUBENKO EMAIL:  LDUBENKO@VERIZON.NET.   
 
OCTOBER 28   100TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. VLADIMIR UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, PALMERTON, PA. 
 
DECEMBER 9   ANNUAL DIVINE LITURGY OF THANKSGIVING FOR BENEFACTORS OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA, UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION, PHILADELPHIA. 

 
DECEMBER 9   PRAZNYK OR FEAST DAY OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION,  
  PHILADELPHIA. 
 
DECEMBER 25 CHRISTMAS - NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST.   YOUR PRAYERFUL PARTICIPATION  
  IN THE DIVINE LITURGY IS YOUR BEST GIFT TO JESUS, TO YOURSELF AND TO OTHERS! 
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The Head of the UGCC on Independence Day of Ukraine: 
«Let's ask ourselves today: How much do I love Ukraine?»

Saturday, 25 August 
2018

Today, for us, the 
example of love for the 
Motherland is the heroes 
who, for centuries, have 
given their their own 
lives for their country. 
Therefore, when we 
congratulate each other 
today with the words 
"Glory to Ukraine!", we 
answer "Glory to the 
Heroes!" Let our heroes, 
who put their lives on 
the altar of freedom, 
independence, today will 
be our teachers of love 
for the Motherland.

This was stated by the 
Father and Head of 
the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav in 
a video address on the 
occasion of the 27th 
anniversary of Ukraine's 
Independence.
Today - August 24 - 
we celebrate the great 
national holiday - 
Independence Day of 
Ukraine. "On this day I 
want to invite all of you 
to reflect on how each 
of us builds our attitude 
towards our homeland 
as a native independent 
state," said His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav.

A well-known folk song 
teaches us this way. 

Everything in the world 
can be chosen - except 
the Motherland. The 
foundation of a true, 
relevant attitude towards 
the Motherland is love. 
Love to one's state, to 
one's people, to one's 
native land. Liubomyr 
Husar used to say that 
today Ukrainians are 
no longer divided into 
Westerners, Easterners, 
Ukrainians or Russians, 
and this division passes 
through one question: 
Whether I love my 
Motherland or not. 
Therefore, in his opinion, 
we can all be divided 
into those who love 
Ukraine and those who 
do not like it."

The Head of the UGCC 

urged today, on this 
nationwide holiday, that 
everyone should ask 
himself: do I love Ukraine? 
"Let's celebrate this day 
in the context of a certain 
spiritual conversion. 
Because often people 
rate the attitude towards 
Motherland in this way: 
what did Ukraine give 
me? Instead, let's ask 
ourselves: What did I 
do for my Motherland 
?! With what love do I 
love: the one which only 
wants to take, or with the 
true love, which calls to 
give?" said His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav.

"Today, Ukrainians 
around the world will 
unite in the universal 
prayer for Ukraine. 

We pray together 
for our Motherland. 
I congratulate you, 
Ukrainian people, on this 
remarkable holiday!" - 
the Head of the UGCC 
said in conclusion.

Department of 
Information of the UGCC

http://news.ugcc.ua/en/
news/the_head_of_the_
ugcc_on_independence_
day_of_ukraine_lets_
ask_ourselves_today_
how_much_do_i_love_
ukraine_83637.html



SEPTEMBER 9, 2018  31

The Head of the UGCC prayed for Ukraine at St. Sofia Cathedral 
together with the President and members of the AUCCRO

Saturday, 25 August 
2018

The Father and Head 
of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church, His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav, at 
the St. Sophia Cathedral 
on Independence Day 
of Ukraine together with 
the President of Ukraine, 

Petro Poroshenko and 
his family, prayed for 
Ukraine. 

"O Lord Jesus Christ," 
- said the Head of the 
UGCC, His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav, - "on this day, 
we are together standing 
before Your holy face 
in order to thank You 

for the freedom and 
independence of our 
state.

We pray to You, send 
the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and teach all the 
children of Ukraine to 
love their homeland with 
the sacrificial love that 
You loved us.

Inspire the hearts of the 
leaders of our country for 
the sacrificial service for 
the good of our people.

Send the power of 
grace to our warriors so 
that they can fulfill their 
sacred duty to protect 
our Motherland.
As the intercessors 
before You we call today 
all the saints of our 
nation, Equal-to-Apostles 
Prince  Volodymyr, the 
baptist of Ukraine, saint 
Ol'ha of Kyiv, Blessed 
Prince Yaroslav and all 
Ukrainian saints.

We stand in front of the 
face of Your Mother 
- our Kyivan Oranta, 
begging for Her cover 
and protection for our 
Ukrainian God's people. 
For the kingdom, the 
power and the glory are 
Yours, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, now and 
forever and ever. Amen".

In "Prayer for Ukraine", 
for the unity of our 
Motherland, peace 
and harmony also took 
part the leaders of all 
denominations and 
religious organizations of 
Ukraine. Everyone read 
his prayer.

At the prayer event were 
also the Chairman of 
The Verkhovna Rada 
of Ukraine Andriy 
Parubiy, the Secretary 
of the National Security 
and Defense Council 
of Ukraine Oleksandr 
Turchynov, the Head 
of the Kyiv City State 
Administration Vitalij 
Klytschko.

Following the "Prayer 
for Ukraine", the UGCC 
Primate took part in the 
solemn parade "The 
March of the New Army" 
on the occasion of the 
27th anniversary of 
Ukraine's Independence.

Department of 
Information of the UGCC

http://news.ugcc.ua/
en/news/the_head_of_
the_ugcc_prayed_for_
ukra ine_at_s t_sof ia_
ca thedra l_ toge ther_
w i t h_ the_pres iden t_
and_members_of_the_
auccro_83638.html

Photo: St. Sophia Cathedral https://
www.president.gov.ua/en/news/u-den-

nezalezhnosti-prezident-razom-z-druzhinoyu-
pomolilis-z-49118
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President Poroshenko and his family paid tribute to the 
Heroes of the Heavenly Hundred

24 August 2018 

On the 27th anniversary of Ukraine's 
Independence, President Petro 
Poroshenko, together with his wife 
Maryna Poroshenko and children, paid 
tribute to the Heroes of the Heavenly 
Hundred, who sacrificed their lives 
during the Revolution of Dignity.

The Head of State and his family laid 
icon lamps to the Memorial Cross on 
the site of murder of Ukrainians who 
defended freedom, democracy and 
European future of their country.

The participants of the ceremony 
honored memory of the heroes with a 
moment of silence.

Ukrainian Jerusalem blessed in Zarvanytsia

https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/prezident-razom-z-rodinoyu-vshanuvali-pamyat-geroyiv-
nebesno-49126

28 August 2018

On August 27, Patriarch 
of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church 
Sviatoslav Shevchuk)
blessed the unique 
complex dubbed 
Ukrainian Jerusalem 
at the Marian Spiritual 
Center of Zarvanytsia. 
The worship was 
attended by the Custos 
of the Holy Land, Frt 
Francesco Patton, OMF, 
who brought a stone 
from the Holy Sepulcher. 
The holy relics will be 
built into a copy of the 
building in Zarvanytsia.

According to the 
Department of 
Information of the 
UGCC, His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav greeted the 
assembly of archbishops 
of the UGCC, led 
by Archbishop and 
Metropolitan Vasyl 
Semenyuk of Ternopil 
and Zboriv, about a 
hundred priests and a 
large number of faithful.

At first, everyone 
attended the Cathedral 
of the Mother of God 
of Zarvanytsia where 
the prayer service to 
the Holy Theotokos was 

performed before the 
wonderworking icon. 
Then the procession 
under the majestic sound 
of the bells took to the 
top of the hill past the 
station of the Cross 
Road, to the place of 
blessing.

Construction of a 
unique complex of 
religious buildings of 
the Holy Land began 
in the summer of 2014. 
During this time, the 
professionals were able 
to reproduce a copy of 
the Holy Sepulcher, the 
Calvary, the mountain 

on which Jesus Christ 
was crucified, the olive 
garden where Jesus 
prayed before His arrest, 
the Stairs of Repentance 
(Holy Stairs) which Jesus 
Christ ascended on His 
way to Pilate’s trial; the 
pool of Bethesda where 
He healed the sick, the 
Lion (Lions) Gate, and 
the Tower of David.

h t t p s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
c u l t u r e / r e l i g i o u s _
ceremonies/72408
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Bishop of UGCC Borys Gudziak nominated for Vasyl Stus Award

27 August 2018

Bishop of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
and President of the Ukrainian Catholic University 
Borys Gudziak became the winner of this year's 
Vasyl Stus Award which was presented in Kyiv, 
according to Radio Liberty which cited the Ukrainian 
Center for the International PEN Club.

It is noted that he is the first representative of the 
clergy who was awarded this prize.

https://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/community/
religion_and_society/72390

Next World Meeting of Families to be held in Rome in 2021
26 August 2018

Cardinal Kevin 
Farrell, Prefect of the 
Vatican Dicastery for 
Laity, Family and Life, 
announces that the 
next World Meeting 
of Families will take 
place in Rome in 
2021.

By Vatican News

Respectful of tradition, 
the announcement came 
at the end of the closing 
Mass. The name of the 

venue for the next World 
Day of Families is a 
closely-guarded secret, 
known only by a handful 
of people, including 
the Pope, who has to 
approve the decision, and 
the Prefect of the Vatican 
Dicastery for Laity, 
Family and Life, which 
has the responsibility of 
organizing the event.

Cardinal Farrell’s 
closing remarks
 
It was the Prefect of 
that Dicastery, Cardinal 

Kevin Farrell, who made 
the announcement on 
Sunday afternoon in 
Dublin’s Phoenix Park, 
where Pope Francis had 
just finished celebrating 
the closing Mass of the 
9th World Meeting, 
together with families 
who had come from all 
over Ireland and the rest 
of the world.

In his closing remarks, 
Cardinal Farrell noted 
that thousands of families 
came “in order to share 
the joy of the Gospel. 
They came in a spirit 
of ecclesial communion 
and friendship”. The 
Cardinal spoke of 
how the experience of 
participating in the World 
Meeting of Families will 
be a source of inspiration 
to families and their 
children, who will be 
“even more aware of the 
meaning of their nuptial 

and family vocation 
within the Church as they 
return to their respective 
communities and 
parishes”.

Fifth anniversary of 
Amoris laetitia
 
The year 2021 will also 
mark the fifth anniversary 
of the publication of Pope 
Francis’ post-synodal 
Exhortation on the joy 
of love, Amoris laetitia, 
which provided much of 
the basis for reflection 
both before and during 
the present World 
Meeting of Families, aside 
from being the inspiration 
for its theme: “The Gospel 
of the Family: Joy for the 
World”.

https://www.vaticannews.
va/en/pope/news/2018-
08/apostol ic- journey-
ireland-cardinal-farrell-
next-wmof-2021.html
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I am asking all faithful to call on grace of Holy Spirit for our 
Synod, Head of UGCC

Sunday, 02 September 
2018

On September 2 – 
12, 2018 in Lviv – 
Briukhovychi an annual 
Synod of Bishops 
of Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church starts its 
work. The main theme is 
“The Word of God and 
catechization”. Bishops 
will analyze how teaching 
of the Holy Gospel is 
spread and proclaimed 
in our Church, and to 
which extent our believers 
derive from the Word of 
God for their daily life.

“This is something what 
is related to the topic of 
catechetical ministering, 
- teaching of main 
principles of our faith. To 
what extent our faithful 
know God, who they 
believe in, how well 
they can pray and how 

much they are aware 
of basis of morality and 
spirituality in Christian 
life and adhere to it”, 
told Father and Head 
of UGCC His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav in the interview 
for UGCC Department 
for Information.

Head of Church 
explained that issue of a 
Synod, which takes place 
in our Church once in a 
year corresponds with 
an idea and sense of a 
story about disciples and 
resurrected Jesus Christ 
walking to Emmaus. “All 
our bishops worldwide 
will meet for a synodal 
session, as His Beatitude 
Lubomyr used to say. 
Ten days we are going 
to walk a common way 
of listening to the Word 
of God, discerning His 
holy will in our life and 
developing our Church 

in Ukraine as well as 
on settlements”, said His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav.

Additionally, he 
mentioned that “Synod 
gets a shape of not just 
a meeting only when a 
resurrected Christ visits 
us”. Hence, Head of 
UGCC asked all faithful 
of our Church in Ukraine 
to pray for it. Particularly, 
asked to pray to the Holy 
Spirit, so this meeting of 
our bishops would truly 
undergo a deep grace 
of a synodal act.

“This Synod will make 
a huge impact on a 
life of every Ukrainian 
Greek catholic believer, 
no matter where they 
live. Hence, I am asking 
every faithful of our 
Church to participate 
in a synodal act, which 
takes place from 2 till 

12 of September, with 
the help of your prayer”, 
urged Head of UGCC.

“We will be trying to 
inform you about a 
progress of our Synod. 
I would like to ask you 
not just to be interested 
in it, but also pray to 
the Holy Spirit for our 
bishops, our Synod and 
our Church, so we can 
truly accomplish God’s 
will in these modern 
realia in Ukraine and 
live according to His 
c o m m a n d m e n t s ” , 
pointed out His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav.

UGCC Department for 
Information 

http://news.ugcc.ua/
en/news/i_am_asking_
all_faithful_to_call_on_
grace_of_holy_spiri t_
for_our_synod_head_of_
ugcc_83701.html

WORKING 
SESSIONS OF THE 

UGCC SYNOD 
ONGOING

3 September 2018

On September 2, the 
Synod of Bishops of 
the Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic Church began 
the Pontifical Divine His Beatitude Sviatoslav offers the homily for the opening of 

the Synod.  Bishop-emeritus Basil Losten is in the background. 
(Photo: https://zhyve.tv)
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Liturgy in Lviv at the 
Cathedral of St. George.

The worship for the 
beginning of the Synod 
was led by Patriarch 
Sviatoslav in the co-
celebration of the 
representative of the 
Holy Father, Archbishop 
Claudio Gugerotti, 
Apostolic Nuncio in 
Ukraine, Archbishop 
and Metropolitan of Lviv 
Ihor Vozniak and other 
bishops – members of the 
Synod of the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church. 
This is reported by the 
Lviv Archdiocese of the 
UGCC.

As Patriarch Sviatoslav 
noted during the sermon 
before the Synod’s 
opening, this year's 
theme of the Synod was 
devoted to the Word of 
God and catechism.

The Bishops of the 
UGCC will consider how 
the UGCC teaches and 
proclaims the word of 
the Holy Gospel, in what 
way Ukrainian Greek 
Catholics draw from the 
Word of God for their 
daily lives and live it, how 
much they know and 
how they are capable to 
pray and how well they 
know and adhere to 

WORKING SESSIONS OF THE UGCC SYNOD ONGOING

Archbishop-emeritus Stefan Soroka at the Synod 
(Photo: https://www.facebook.com/LvivskaArchyeparhia)

(continued on next page)
Photo: Bishop Bohdan Danylo at the Synod

( https://zhyve.tv/video/1426-arhyreyska-bozhestvenna-liturgiya-u-
sobori-svyatogo-yura/)

Archbishop Stefan and Bishop Losten ( https://zhyve.tv/video/1426-
arhyreyska-bozhestvenna-liturgiya-u-sobori-svyatogo-yura/)
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the moral and spiritual 
principles of Christian 
life. The members of the 
Synod will discuss how 
the catechism is being 
taught, whether there 
are catechetical schools 
in the parishes, and 
whether the UGCC has 
well-prepared catechesis 
programs.

“Catechism is not only 
a certain course, the 
program of religion for 
children. People in all 
age groups need to be 
accompanied by their 
bishops, priests, monks, 
nuns, in order to better 
understand God's truths 
in all circumstances of 
their lives, therefore this 
Synod will be of great 
importance to the life 
of every Greek Catholic 
Ukrainian, no matter 
where they live in the 
world,” they stress in the 
UGCC.

The Assistant Bishop of 
the Lviv Archdiocese 
of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Ukraine, His 
Eminence Eduard Kava, 
Exarch Nil of Greek 
Catholics in Greece, and 
the representative of the 
Episcopal Conference 
of the Roman Catholic 
Church in France, Bishop 

WORKING SESSIONS OF THE UGCC SYNOD ONGOING
(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)

Photo: Bishop Paul Chomnycky, OSBM at the Synod
( https://www.facebook.com/LvivskaArchyeparhia)

Photo: Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk at the Synod
( https://www.facebook.com/LvivskaArchyeparhia)
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WORKING SESSIONS OF THE UGCC SYNOD ONGOING

Roland, also attended 
the liturgy. Participating 
in the liturgy was Bishop 
Ihor Isichenko Archbishop 
of the Kharkiv-Poltava 
Diocese of the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox 
Church.

The Synod will be held in 
Lviv-Bryukhovychi during 
ten days and will end on 
September 12, 2018.

Bishop Andriy Rabiy at the Synod
(Photo: https://www.facebook.com/LvivskaArchyeparhia)

In Bryukhovychi, before 
the Synod's working 
meetings started, the 
bishops of the UGCC 
had prayed to the Holy 
Spirit and swore an oath. 
The working session 
continues.

Adapted from the article 
on:
h t t p s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
catholics/ugcc/72483

(Photo: https://www.facebook.com/LvivskaArchyeparhia)

Photo: LvivskaArchyeparhia
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The Head of the UGCC: Our Church in Ukraine and all over 
the world is with the Pope Francis!

Monday, 03 September 2018

The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church supports Pope Francis in 
all his endeavors, as she tries to bring goodness not only to the 
faithful, the Almighty, but also to the Holy Father.

This was emphasized by His Beatitude Sviatoslav, Head and 
Father of the UGCC, in his speech to the faithful on Sunday, 
September 2, at St. George’s Cathedral in Lviv. On that day, the 
solemn opening of the annual Synod of Bishops of the UGCC 
took place.

"Our Synod of Bishops of the UGCC is a visible way of our 
celebrating the complete unity of communion with the successor 
of the Apostle Peter. Our Church in Ukraine and around the 
world is with the Pope Francis - with him in his pains, suffering, 
and in his joys. As a beloved daughter who wants to bring joy to 
her Father, we have gathered for the Synod, because we feel the 
calling to be the messengers of the Good News, God's Word of 
joy not only to His people, but also to the Holy  Father," said His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav.

The Head of the UGCC also wished a blessing to the Apostolic 
Nuncio in Ukraine the Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti, as he would 
soon visit the faithful in the occupied territories.

In addition, the Primate congratulated all the Bishops and thanked them for participating in the Synod, and 
also mentioned the three levels of responsibility of the Bishops: for the diocese, the local UGCC and the 
entire Ecumenical Church.
 
Department of Information of the UGCC

http://news.ugcc.ua/en/news/the_head_of_the_ugcc_our_church_in_ukraine_and_all_over_the_world_is_
with_the_pope_francis_83711.html

His Beatitude Sviatoslav and 
Apostolic Nuncio in Ukraine  
Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti. 
(Photo: https://www.facebook.com/
LvivskaArchyeparhia)

Members of the Synod of Bishops of UGCC prayed to the 
Holy Spirit and made a vow

Sunday, 02 September 
2018

On Sunday, September 
2, in Briukhovychi 

members of the Synod of 
Bishops of UGCC were 
praying to the Holy Spirit 
before starting working 
sessions, as Moleben to 

the Holy Spirit reveals 
a spiritual sense of this 
meeting.

“Every start is always the 
most important in any 
competition, since the 

(continued on next page)
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final result depends on 
how you begin it (I mean 
with what enthusiasm 
and energy). We start 
from the heights - the 
Liturgy we prayed in St. 
George Cathedral. We 
are calling for God’s 
blessing and inviting 
our faithful to pray for 
their hierarchs, for their 
shepherds. Since bishops 
came here as parents 
who brought their 
concerns, expectations 
and worries, as well as 
hopes and joy of their 
children”, - explained 
in his comment Bishop 
Bohdan Dziurakh, 
Secretary of the Synod 
of Bishops of UGCC.

As for him, every Synod 
is unique and it cannot 
be compared to any 
session. Time passes, we 
became wiser, got better 
experience, nevertheless 
we have challenges, 
pain and suffering, also 
new tasks which God 
calls us for. That is why 
we have to search for 
new solutions what will 
correspond to God’s will 
regarding our Church 
and people.

“Certainly, we ask for 
a gift of the Holy Spirit, 
because things we want 
to solve are not our 
plans. We aspire not just 
to fancy something for 

Members of the Synod of Bishops of UGCC prayed to the 
Holy Spirit and made a vow

(continued from previous page)

our Church, but to reveal 
God’s will to us and our 
faithful. And God’s will 
shows itself in the Holy 
Spirit, in a humble spirit 
of God’s Word. That is 
a reason why we started 
our working session with 
a solemn invocation of 
a gift of the Holy Spirit 
– gift of wisdom, what 
we will need”, explained 
Bishop Bohdan.

Following Moleben 
bishops made a vow. 
Bishop Bohdan defined 
that a vow identifies 
our responsibility for 
the whole process of 
work. Mainly in the vow, 
which bishops make, is 
mentioned that we have 
to avoid any careless 
statements which might 
be harmful to our Church.

“Every bishop is a teacher 
and spiritual doctor 
simultaneously. That is 
why our first priority is to 
bring healthy teaching to 
the people of God, bring 
medication – the grace 
of the Holy Spirit, what 
will heal the wounds of 
our people (and under 
no circumstances to harm 
by any act or indiscreet 
word), - bishop Bohdan 
assured.

(continued on next page)

Bishop Andriy Rabiy carries the Gospel. 
Bishop Petro Loza carries the candle. 

(Photo: http://news.ugcc.ua/)

Bishop-emeritus Basil Losten takes an oath
(Photo: https://zhyve.tv/video/1428-z-molytvy-

rozpochav-robotu-synod-pyskopiv-ugkts-2018/ )

Bishop Andriy Rabiy carries the Gospel.  
(Photo: https://zhyve.tv/video/1428-z-molytvy-

rozpochav-robotu-synod-pyskopiv-ugkts-2018/ )
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As we have informed, 
from September 2 till 12, 
2018 in Lviv the Synod 
of Bishops takes place. 
The main theme of the 
Synod is dedicated to 
the Word of God and 
catechization.

The UGCC Department 
of Information
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