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His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk attends the 64th 
Holy Dormition Pilgrimage at the Sisters Servants 

of Mary Immaculate in Sloatsburg, NY

Photo: Hierarchy during the procession in Sloatsburg, NY on August 12, 2018  
(Photo: Teresa Siwak)

On August 11 & 12, 
the 64th Holy Dormition 
Pilgrimage, which has 
become known as the 
"American Zavarnitza" 
hosted almost 8,000 

pilgrims.  The increase 
of the Ukrainian faithful 
this year was due to the 
presence of the Head of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, His Beatitude 

Patriarch Sviatoslav 
and His Eminence 
Timothy Cardinal Dolan, 
Archbishop of the 
Archdiocese of New York. 
Sr. Sofija Lebedowicz, 

SSMI, Superior General 
of the Sisters Servants 
of Mary Immaculate 
greeted His Beatitude 
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and all the hierarchy 
as well as the sisters 
and pilgrims. The long 
lines for the Mysteries 
of Reconciliation and 
Eucharist were signs of 
the hunger of the pilgrims 
to deepen their faith and 
receive many graces. 
The Sisters Servants are 
grateful to His Beatitude 
Patriarch Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk, His Eminence 
Timothy Cardinal Dolan, 
Bishop Kurt Burnette, 
Bishop Andriy Rabiy, 
Bishop John Bura, 
Bishop Paul Chomnycky, 
OSBM, Bishop Bohdan 
Danylo, Bishop-emeritus 
Basil Losten and all of 
the hierarchy and priests 
who served the pilgrims. 
The sisters also thank the 

SSMI Lay Associates, the 
LUC, the parishioners 
from various parishes 
Ukrainian, Byzantine and 
Roman Rite, along with 
those from the village of 
Sloatsburg. Without you, 
we could never have 
succeeded in hosting this 
momentous pilgrimage. 
The sisters also thank the 
choirs from St. Mary's 
Byzantine Church in 
Hillsborough, NJ and 
St. George's Ukrainian 
Church in New York 
and they thank the 
many benefactors who 
supported this year's 
pilgrimage.  

http://ssmi-us.org/

His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk attends the 
64th Holy Dormition Pilgrimage at the Sisters Servants of 

Mary Immaculate in Sloatsburg, NY

Sr. Sofija Lebedowicz, SSMI

Watch a video on our YouTube Channel at 
 https://www.youtube.com/user/thewayukrainian/videos
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Ukrainian people show the world that there are values 
worth giving up your life for, such as faith in God and 

freedom, His Beatitude Sviatoslav in Sloatsburg

Monday, 13 August 
2018

Faith in God has 
extraordinary power 
because it helps us to 
open and accept eternal 
life. Ukrainians show 
courage: in difficult 
times, their actions show 
important values - faith 
in Heavenly Father and 
in freedom.

This was emphasized by 
the Father and Head of 
the UGCC, His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav during his 
sermon on Sunday, 
August 12, during 
the Holy Dormition 
Pilgrimage to Sloatsburg 
(USA), on Mount Mary.

At the beginning of his 
sermon, the Primate 
noted that three jubilees 
coincided at that time: 
the 1030th anniversary 
of the Baptism of 
Kyivan Rus’- Ukraine, 
the 60th anniversary 
of the establishment 
of the Philadelphia 
Metropolitanate, and 
the rise of the Stamford 
Exarchate to the level of 
the Eparchy. In addition, 
the Head of the UGCC 
admitted that he was 
extremely pleased to 
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stand at the same place 
where was Рatriarch 
Josуph Slipyi 50 years 
ago. His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav congratulated 
all those present on 
these outstanding events.

Today, from the pages 
of Scripture, a question 
was asked to us: what 
shall I do to have eternal 
life? А rich young man 
asked Jesus Christ about 
this. That man was a 
person who was looking 
for his life, therefore he 
posed deep questions to 
the Lord: is there really 
eternal life and can it 
really be a treasure?

"Eternal life is a gift 
and this gift is given to 
man in the person of 
Jesus Christ. He made 
a fundamental choice 
in front of a young boy: 
to choose eternal or 
temporary. The poor 
young man did not know 
what to answer, and 
therefore turned out to 
be frustrated. It seemed 
to him that what he 
now has in his hands is 
reliable ... However, the 
Word of God invites us 
to risk, because our real 
treasure is in heaven. 
Eternal life is more real 

Ukrainian people show the world that there are values 
worth giving up your life for, such as faith in God and 

freedom, His Beatitude Sviatoslav in Sloatsburg
(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)
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than our personal earthly 
plans, hopes, illusions, or 
human deeds. Eternal 
life is faith in God, which 
we can discover in our 
hearts. Only by believing 
in God and accepting 
the gift of eternal life, 
we can be ourselves and 
collect the treasures that 
do not pass away,"  says 
the Head of the UGCC.

According to him, eternal 
life can not be earned, 
but it can be accepted. 
Therefore, we should 
accept the Son of God 
as our greatest treasure, 
and He will give us 
eternal life. Then we will 
make sure that when 
we put the Lord and the 
Word of God in the first 
place in our lives, then 
everything in our lives 
will come to its place.

"People are the greatest 
wealth of our Church," 
the Primate convinced. 
He added: "Now the 
Ukrainian people are 
blееding defending the 
independence of their 
state, they show the 
world that there are 
certain values for which 
it is worthwhile to give 
their lives - this is faith in 
God and freedom," said 
the Head of the UGCC.

(continued on next page)

Ukrainian people show the world that there are values 
worth giving up your life for, such as faith in God and 

freedom, His Beatitude Sviatoslav in Sloatsburg
(continued from previous page)
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In his opinion, we came 
into this life without 
anything and will leave 
it empty-handed, and 
our treasure will be what 
we picked up during our 
earthly life.

"Today, I want to give 
our Church in the USA 
under the Protection of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary! 

Pray that the new waves 
of our people who arrive 
оn this continent do not 
dissolve into the great 
sea and not lose their 
greatest treasure - faith 
in God ... Let our Church, 
through your prayers, 
receive a new impetus to 
life in this country, and 
our Ukrainian people 
could say: "Ukraine was, 

is and will be, because 
God is with us!" - added 
at the end His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav, and also 
thanked everyone for the 
presence and for their 
love of the Almighty and 
the Church.
 
Department of 
Information of the UGCC

http://news.ugcc.ua/en/
news/ukrainian_people_
show_the_world_that_
there_are_values_worth_
giv ing_up_your_l i fe_
for_such_as_faith_in_
god_and_freedom_his_
beatitude_sviatoslav_in_
sloatsburg_83533.html

Ukrainian people show the world that there are values 
worth giving up your life for, such as faith in God and 

freedom, His Beatitude Sviatoslav in Sloatsburg
(continued from previous page)

His Beatitude Sviatoslav visits Stamford Eparchy on August 
9-12, 2018 with a pastoral visit on the 60th anniversary of the 

establishment of Stamford Eparchy

We are now called to show the hope of the Ukrainian 
people, His Beatitude Sviatoslav in Stamford (USA)

Saturday, 11 August 2018

The Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church is now 
rapidly growing and 
developing, and also 
strives to respond to the 
challenges and needs of 
society. However, among 
the trials and numerous 
affairs, our Church can 
share good news with 
others as we have the 
power to stand against 
various misfortunes. 

This was emphasized by 
the Father and Head of 
the UGCC His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav in his speech 
on Thursday, August 
9, during a fundraising 
dinner on the occasion of 
a pastoral visit to Stamford 
(Connecticut, USA). About 
200 people came to this 
prominent event. (continued on next page)

It is worth noting that 
this is the first visit of His 
Beatitude to Sviatoslav 
to Stamford as Head of 
the UGCC. Moreover, 

the visit of the Primate 
coincides with the 50th 
anniversary of the visit 
to this American city of 
Patriarch Josуph Slipyj.

“I want to congratulate 
Stamford Eparchy on 
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the occasion of the 60th 
anniversary! Thank you 
to the Almighty for the 
fact that this diocese 
during its existence was 
a good support for each 
of the Bishops of our 
Church!”said His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav joyfully, and 
also expressed gratitude 
to Bishop Basil (Losten), 
Bishop Emeritus of 
Stamford Diocese, and 
Bishop Paul (Сhomniсky), 
the Eparch of Stamford, 
for their zeal and fruitful 
work.

In his turn, Bishop Basil 
(Losten) delivered a 
greeting, noting that the 
Head of the UGCC is 
“the voice and the face of 
our Church and people” 
in the international 
arena. This opinion 
was supported by the 
Ukrainian Consul in New 
York Denуs Semenovуch: 
“Your Beatitude, one of 
your speeches is worth 
the year of the work of 
diplomats.” The words 
of greetings to the 
Primate were expressed 
by representatives of the 
priesthood, monasticism, 
various church and public 
organizations.

His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
decided to share some 
positive and good news 
from Ukraine with the 
audience. “The Ukrainian 
Greek-Catholic Church is 
now rapidly developing. 

We are now called to show the hope of the Ukrainian 
people, His Beatitude Sviatoslav in Stamford (USA)

(continued from previous page)

We have not seen such a 
rapid development of our 
Church that we have over 
the past 5 years since 
the UGCC’s coming out 
from the underground in 
the early 1990’s. Now, 
apparently, there is not 
a single large city in 
Ukraine, where our church 
would not be built,” said 
the Head of the Greek 
Catholics.

According to him, it is 
now very important for 
our Church to respond 
to the needs of society. 
That is why communities 
grow in Central, Eastern 
and Southern Ukraine. In 
these territories, the same 
processes that were in 
Halychyna in the early 
1990s are taking place 
- people are becoming 
aware of who they are.
“If you want to see the 
future of our Church and 
the future of Ukraine, 
if you are considering 
where it is best to help the 
Church in Ukraine - think 
about the East of Ukraine, 
Kyiv and about our 
brothers and sisters who 
are there,” said the Head 
of the UGCC, adding that 
we need time for growth 
and development, and we 
should ask our Heavenly 
Father for this.

In addition, His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav mentioned 
another important date 
in his speech. This year 

Ukraine celebrates the 
100th anniversary of the 
restoration of Ukrainian 
statehood. Therefore, on 
this occasion, the Bishops 
in Ukraine issued the 
epistle (in Ukrainian and 
English), since now the 
Ukrainian statehood is in 
the same danger as one 
hundred years ago.

In the opinion of the 
Primate, a hybrid war 
is being conducted with 
information. If we let the 
enemies sow doubts in our 
hearts, then they will win. 
And later he added: “We, 
in particular, Ukrainian-
Greek Catholics, are 
now called to show 
the light of hope to the 
Ukrainian people. Believe 
me, Ukraine has all the 
strength to withstand. We 
understand that nobody 
will come to defend our 
Motherland, except for 
ourselves,” he said.

In addition, His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav mentioned 
another not less important 
moment and period for 
Ukraine - the upcoming 
elections. “In this difficult 
time we must pray for 
our state. This year we 
proclaimed the Year of 
Prayer for honest elections 
in 2019. Every Sunday 
and holiday we pray for 
this in all our monasteries 
and parishes ... I ask 
you to join us in such a 

prayer!” asked the Head of 
the UGCC. According to the 
Bishop, the spirit of prayer 
will help us to overcome 
the threats of populism, 
radicalization of society, 
paid votes and rallies, etc.

He did not avoid another 
extremely important moment 
for Ukraine - the attitude 
of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church towards 
a single local Orthodox 
Church in Ukraine. His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav noted 
that the UGCC believes that 
this process is positive and 
supports it, but “we do not 
participate in it, because 
we are convinced that this 
is the internal affair of the 
Orthodox community... We 
are absolutely against the 
fact that any denomination 
in Ukraine should be 
interpreted as a state 
religion.”
The Primate expressed 
sincere gratitude to everyone 
for praying for Ukraine and 
loving her because “it is a 
sign of victory.”

Photo: Fr. Roman Malyarchuk
 
Department of Information 
of the UGCC

http://news.ugcc.ua/en/
photo/we_are_now_called_
to_show_the_hope_of_
the_ukrainian_people_his_
beatitude_sviatoslav_in_
stamford_usa_83522.html
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Patriarch of the UGCC participated in Convention of the 
Knights of Columbus opening

8 August 2018

The 136th Convention of 
the Knights of Columbus 
began on August 7 in 
Baltimore city. The theme 
of this year's Convention 
is Knights of Columbus 
- Knights of Mercy. 
Patriarch Sviatoslav took 
part in the Mass on the 
occasion of the opening 
of the Convention which 
was led by Supreme 
Chaplain Archbishop 
William E. Lori. It was 
in Baltimore that the 
founder of Knights of 
Columbus, the righteous 
Fr. Michael J. McGivney 
was ordained to 
priesthood. It is reported 
by the Department of Information of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church.

10 cardinals, 74 archbishops and bishops, as well as more than 100 priests prayed at the Mass on 
the occasion of the opening of the Convention. Participating on behalf of the UGCC were Bishop Paul 
Chomnycky, OSBM, the Eparch of Stamford, Bishop Bohdan Danylo, the Eparch of Parma, Bishop David 
Motiuk, the Eparch of Edmonton, Bishop Bryan Bayda, the Eparch of Saskatoon, Bishop Andriy Rabiy, 
Apostolic Administrator of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia, Bishop John Bura, Auxillary Bishop of the 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia, and Archbishop Stefan Soroka, Archbishop Emeritus of the Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia.

Overall, more than 2,500 delegates from around the world are taking part in the Convention. The Ukrainian 
delegation is led by Mr. Bogdan Kovaliv, Territorial delegate of Ukraine.

As reported, on August 6, the official visit of the Head of the UGCC His Beatitude Sviatoslav to the United 
States began, during which the Primate held a number of important meetings in Baltimore, Stamford, St 
Paul, and Philadelphia. The visit ended on August 22.

Adapted from an article on https://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/ukraine_and_world/ukrainians_outside_
of_Ukraine/72126/
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Keynote address of His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk at 
the States Dinner of the Knights of Columbus

His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk was the 
keynote speaker at the States Dinner

Wednesday, 08 August 
2018

The Knights of Columbus 
in the twenty-first century 
are called to continue 
to be the Knights of 
Charity, as was the vision 
of venerable Fr. Michael 
McGivney. But they were 
also called to be the 
Knights who watch over 
and defend the truth. 
Our world, often called 
a “post-truth” world, 
desperately needs our 
active involvement in 
the defense of truth. The 
mission of a Knight today 
is to be “the light of the 
world” following the 
footsteps of our Savior 
Jesus Christ who said: 
“Then you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set 
you free” (John 8:32).

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
OF HIS BEATITUDE 

SVIATOSLAV 
SHEVCHUK

MAJOR ARCHBISHOP 
OF KYIV-HALYCH
AT THE STATES 
DINNER OF THE 

KNIGHTS OF 
COLUMBUS

Baltimore, MD, 
August 7, 2018

Your Eminences,
Your Excellences,
Worthy Supreme Knight 
Carl and Mrs. Dorian 
Anderson
Dear Brother Knights,

Dear Brothers and Sisters 
in Christ!

Slava Isusu Xrystu! – Glory 
be to Jesus Christ!
There is a book by 
an Italian author titled 
Siamo le persone che 
incontriamo which means: 
“We are the people 
whom we meet.” Indeed, 
many encounters in our 
lives profoundly contribute 
to who we are. In fact, 
the history of Christianity 
began from an encounter 
of the Master with His 
disciples two thousand 
years ago in Galilee. 
Whether we are aware of 
it or not – encounters are 
a fundamental part of our 
lives, and our existence 
is a repeated set of 
encounters.

Let me share with you 
a story about one such 
encounter. It happened 
almost exactly seven years 
ago, in November 2011, 
right here in Baltimore 
after my meeting with 
the United States 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ Assembly. It was 
my great honor and a 
unique opportunity, as 
the newly elected Head 
of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church (imagine, 
I was just forty-one at that 
time!), to address my dear 
Brothers in episcopal 
ministry, on behalf of the 
largest Eastern Catholic 
Church. After I delivered 

my address, and received 
kind words of gratitude 
from Cardinal Timothy 
Dolan, only a very 
few people know what 
happened afterwards… 
I was approached by a 
Ukrainian American man 
who said that an important 
person was seeking a brief 
meeting with me. Knowing 
about the importance 
of encounters, I gladly 
accepted this invitation. 
I entered a large, dimly 
lit banquet hall (which 
apparently was being 
prepared for a reception), 
hotel personnel were 
busy setting up chairs, 
and nothing indicated 
that this would be a 
historic meeting with 
an important outcome. 
When I entered the room, 
I was introduced to a 
well-respected Catholic 
gentleman who told me 
that he was heading the 
largest Catholic fraternal 
organization in the world. 
And this man happens to 
be sitting alongside me 

here today. Mr. Anderson, 
in the manner of a polite 
Catholic gentleman, 
asked me one simple 
question: “Your Beatitude, 
your predecessor 
Cardinal Lubomyr Husar 
at our Convention in 
Chicago in 2005 invited 
the Knights of Columbus 
to establish our Order in 
Ukraine. Would you give 
the ‘green light’ to such 
an idea?” “Yes, definitely! 
– I replied – We would 
be very excited to have 
the Knights of Columbus 
established in Ukraine and 
assist our men to become 
more actively involved in 
the life of the Church.”

Believe it or not, from 
that simple “Yes”, the 
adventurous story of the 
Knights of Columbus in 
Ukraine began — and 
this also began the 
involvement of many other 
people as well. If you 

(continued on next page)
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will allow me to say, this 
endeavor of the Knights of 
Columbus was no less risky 
than the historic voyage 
Christopher Columbus 
undertook when he sailed 
to the New World. Why? 
Because unlike most of 
the Knights of Columbus 
jurisdictions, Ukraine is not 
a predominantly Catholic 
country. Nevertheless, 
this certainly has become 
one of those “success 
stories” that began with 
a simple encounter and 
an agreement between 
two gentlemen.  I, 
together with Archbishop 
Mokrzycki, the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of 
Lviv in Ukraine, and four 
other priests, were among 
the first to be enrolled in 
the Order in Ukraine. And 
today, seven years later, 
we are witnesses to a 
historical event — Ukraine 
being granted the status 
of State jurisdiction, 
joining the worldwide 
community of the Knights 
of Columbus with equal 
rights and responsibilities 
as other members.
On behalf of the Ukrainian 
Knights, I am deeply 
grateful to the Supreme 
Council, and, in particular, 
to our Supreme Knight 
Mr. Carl Anderson, for 
this recognition and for his 
willingness to take such a 
risk with our country.
You know that Christopher 
Columbus is not such 
very famous person 

in Ukraine (like soccer 
player Shevchenko or 
world champion boxer 
Klichko, let’s say), but the 
idea of knighthood is very 
relevant and alive among 
the Ukrainian people. A 
knight is someone who 
represents higher values 
and is eager to sacrifice 
even his own life for these 
ideals.  So when our men 
first heard about the four 
principles of the Order 
— charity, unity, fraternity 
and patriotism – they 
found them very close to 
their hearts. That is why this 
invitation to knighthood 
was, and continues to be, 
so attractive to more than 
one thousand knights in 
Ukraine.
I find that it was truly 
providential that the first 
council of the Knights 
of Columbus was 
established in Ukraine’s 
Capital City — Kyiv, five 
years ago, just before the 
beginning of the Maidan, 
or “Revolution of Dignity” 
as we call it in Ukraine, 
and our Brother Knights 
demonstrated courage 
and charity by joining 
hundreds of thousands 
of other men and 
women who wanted to 
defend their right to live 
in a just society where 
human dignity would be 
respected.

But soon after the former 
President of Ukraine 
fled to Russia, and 

Keynote address of His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk at 
the States Dinner of the Knights of Columbus

(continued from previous page)

then unexpectedly war 
knocked at our doors, 
initiated by our eastern 
neighbor. … It started at 
the moment when no one 
was ready for it; nobody 
knew how to deal with 
it — neither the newly 
chosen government, nor 
the people protesting in 
the streets, not only in Kyiv 
but indeed throughout 
Ukraine’s towns and cities.
Starting with the annexation 
of Crimea in Spring 2014 
and continuing with the 
occupation of the eastern 
regions of Donetsk and 
Luhansk, our country has 
been a victim of relentless 
military aggression. In the 
last four years, Ukraine 
has lost eight percent of 
its territory due to this war. 
More than one point five 
million people have been 
forced to flee their homes 
in eastern Ukraine, leaving 
behind all their property 
because of fighting or 
intimidating coercion. This 
war has already claimed 
more than ten thousand 
lives and left more than 
twenty-four thousand 
people injured, with 
unimaginable destruction. 
Many of our brave young 
soldiers returning home 
from the frontlines suffer 
from post-traumatic stress 
disorder. Although we do 
not have an exact number, 
we know that around 
one hundred prisoners, 
including political 
prisoners, are denied fair 

and transparent trials.

The most famous of these 
prisoners, the renowned 
Ukrainian film-director 
Oleh Sentsov, has been 
on a hunger strike for 
nearly eighty days, 
demanding from Russian 
authorities the liberation 
of all political prisoners 
who are unlawfully 
imprisoned. Sentsov, the 
outspoken opponent 
of Russia's seizure of 
Ukraine's Crimean 
Peninsula, is serving a 
20-year sentence on a 
conviction for planning 
terrorist acts. He denies 
the charges and has the 
backing of much of the 
world community.

Besides all these casualties 
and human tragedies, 
there is still another 
hidden danger of the 
war in eastern Ukraine: 
This region is at risk of 
suffering a dire long lasting 
ecological catastrophe 
due to flooded mines 
and contaminated 
drinking water, which is 
comparable in scale to the 
Chernobyl nuclear reactor 
disaster of 1986. Experts 
are warning that as many 
as four million people 
might be left without 
safe drinking water in 
the region. And notice, I 
am not talking about the 
sad events of the past — 

(continued on next page)
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all of this is happening 
right now, in Ukraine, the 
largest country in Europe, 
comparable in size to the 
state of Texas or to the 
country of France. The 
war, in fact, has already 
caused the biggest 
humanitarian crisis on the 
European continent since 
the end of the Second 
World War. And yet, this 
is a silent and forgotten 
war. Because it is a 
“frozen conflict,” no one 
speaks loudly about the 
war in Ukraine anymore.
The attention of the media 
has been shifted, and as 
it often happens, to other 
conflict zones in the world. 
But we plead with the 
international community 
not to neglect Ukraine and 
that we not be left alone 
with a much bigger and 
more powerful aggressor.

How does the Catholic 
Church in Ukraine, 
and in particular our 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, respond to the 
needs of the millions of 
people suffering from 
the consequences of 
war? The aid provided 
by the Church can be 
summarized in one word 
– diakonia, that is, serving 
to one’s neighbor, taking 
care of those afflicted by 
the war, by providing them 
with spiritual guidance and 
often with social service 
as well. In fact, it was the 
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main theme of the annual 
meeting of the Synod of 
Bishops of our Church 
two years ago when all of 
our Bishops from Ukraine 
and from throughout the 
world reflected on how to 
provide better social care 
to our suffering brothers 
and sisters who are victims 
of this war. Diakonia stems 
from charity, and charity 
is rooted in disinterested 
love for every single 
person. Charity is an 
antidote to egoism and 
indifference. I would say 
that charity is also a key 
to understanding the 
success of the Knights of 
Columbus in Ukraine.
The Knights of Columbus 
in Ukraine have 
responded generously 
and wholeheartedly to 
the most basic need 
of Ukrainian society – 
service to one’s neighbor, 
diakonia. The Order has 
been very instrumental 
in mobilizing Ukrainian 
men to helping people in 
need. The first Ukrainian 
councils in Kyiv and Lviv 
immediately after the 
war began, started a 
campaign to raise much 
needed and urgent funds 
and for the purchase 
of first aid temporary 
traumatic wound 
treatment, like Celox, to 
save the lives of Ukrainian 
soldiers. The Knights in the 
city of Ivano-Frankivsk, in 
western Ukraine, continue 

to organize summer 
rehabilitation camps 
for wounded soldiers, 
war veterans, and their 
families. The Knights 
accompany the families 
of our fallen soldiers and 
visit wounded soldiers 
in military hospitals. 
Our Brother Knights in 
Melitopol, in south-eastern 
Ukraine, hold Christian 
youth summer camps 
located in the immediate 
proximity to the combat 
zone (less than a hundred 
kilometers from Russian 
occupied territory). The 
Knights in Ukraine also 
support priestly vocations 
by awarding scholarships 
to the seminarians 
unable to afford tuition 
fees. Along with our 
chaplains, they support 
prison ministry for young 
prisoners. Hundreds of 
physically disabled people 
in Ukraine have received 
wheelchairs from the 
Knights of Columbus and 
the Canadian Wheelchair 
Organization free of 
charge.

It is truly admirable that 
our Brother Knights in 
Ukraine of both Churches 
— the Roman Catholic 
and Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Churches — 
learn how to cooperate 
together, showing a 
wonderful example of 
the unity of the Catholic 
Church in Ukraine, so 

much needed in Ukrainian 
society today. I am really 
proud of the great job the 
Knights of Columbus are 
doing in Ukraine!

Thank you, my dear 
Brother Knights, for 
helping us mobilize our 
best men to become 
Knights of Columbus and 
Knights of Charity!

On this occasion, I would 
also like to express our 
gratitude to the Supreme 
Council of the Knights 
of Columbus for a 
generous donation given 
to our Churches in 2015. 
Thanks to this help, our 
local councils in Ukraine 
were able to purchase 
hospital supplies and 
to support internally 
displaced persons from 
the occupied territories 
by distributing, along with 
Caritas Ukraine, food and 
hygiene products, with a 
total weight of more than 
eighty-two tons and in the 
amount of four hundred 
thousand U.S. dollars. Also 
thanks to your generous 
donations, we are about 
to launch a rehabilitation 
center in Briukhovychi, 
near Lviv, where people 
injured during the war 
will be able to receive 
professional medical 
treatment. In this way, 
the Knights of Columbus 

(continued on next page)
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have made a special 
contribution to the mission 
of the Church that is to 
comfort and to care for 
those who are wounded. 
But we also hope that, 
with your help, we will be 
able to develop the full 
spectrum of rehabilitation 
— both medical and 
psychological — involving 
thousands of professionally 
trained specialists who 
will continue to heal the 
wounds of the suffering 
ones all over our country.
Our society probably 
does not yet realize 
the full scale of trauma 
caused by the war and 
that is why we, as a 
Church and as Knights of 
Columbus, need to invest 
so much of our energy 
and resources into the 
field of rehabilitation, in 
order to be able to heal 
the wounds of our people.
I would like to bring to 
your attention yet another 
hidden aspect of this “silent 
war” which is happening in 
Ukraine. Many specialists 
nowadays call this war in 
Ukraine a “hybrid war,” 
that is, a war where not 
only traditional weapons 
are used on battle fields, 
but where all means of 
destruction, including 
economic and information 
warfare, are employed. 
Thanks to information 
technologies, modern 
wars are not limited to 
specific territories; they 
are not confined to one 

continent, without any 
consequences to those 
who seem to be far away. 
Everyone in the Western 
world today experiences 
the consequences of 
this information war, 
which targets truth by 
disseminating “fake 
news” and molding 
public opinion according 
to dishonest goals. 
Unfortunately, not even 
your country or other 
developed countries in 
Western Europe have 
been spared from these 
attacks. Please remember: 
it is not only our war — it 
is the war for humanity!
Dear Brother Knights and 
my Dear Friends gathered 
here this evening, the truth 
is under assault today! For 
us Christians, truth is not 
a mere theoretical notion 
of what is right, but it is 
a person, the person of 
Jesus Christ, Who paid 
a high price for our 
salvation. If we disengage 
from the truth, we will be 
similar to a ship trying to 
cross the ocean without a 
compass. So, my brothers 
and sisters, we must 
remain ever vigilant in 
this battle for truth.  As 
Saint Paul reminds us, 
“our struggle is not with 
flesh and blood, but with 
the principalities, with the 
powers, with the world 
rulers of this present 
darkness, with the evil 
spirits in the heavens” 
(Ephesians 6:12). On 

behalf of the Ukrainian 
people we appeal to you 
to stand up for truth, to 
spread the truth about 
the suffering and pain of 
the Ukrainian people, to 
deliver our message to the 
societies of the countries 
where you come from.
We are immensely 
grateful to the Knights 
of Columbus for your 
prayerful and financial 
support, through which 
we were able to realize so 
many charitable activities. 
Paradoxically, because of 
the war, many internally 
displaced persons from 
eastern Ukraine, who used 
to have a hostile attitude 
toward the Catholic 
Church as a result of 
Soviet propaganda, have 
encountered the loving 
face of the Catholic 
Church, which cares for 
its people regardless of 
their ethnic background 
or religious beliefs.

Besides providing 
internally displaced 
persons with material aid, 
our Church organizes 
pilgrimages and spiritual 
guidance for these people 
to help heal their wounds 
inflicted by the war. There 
is still so much for all of 
us to do because there is 
so much chaos, hostility 
and fear in the world. 
Let us not tire in doing 
everything possible to 
ensure that politicians will 
not place economic gains 

or political benefits above 
human life, the sanctity of 
which is manifested by the 
Creator himself. If we fail 
to do that, then Christ will 
once more be betrayed 
for “thirty pieces of silver.”
The Knights of Columbus 
in the twenty-first century 
are called to continue 
to be the Knights of 
Charity, as was the vision 
of venerable Fr. Michael 
McGivney. But they were 
also called to be the 
Knights who watch over 
and defend the truth. 
Our world, often called 
a “post-truth” world, 
desperately needs our 
active involvement in 
the defense of truth. The 
mission of a Knight today 
is to be “the light of the 
world” following the 
footsteps of our Savior 
Jesus Christ who said: 
“Then you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set 
you free” (John 8:32).

"We love you!  We pray 
for you!  Please pray for 
us! 

Vivat Jesus!

http://news.ugcc.ua/en/
articles/keynote_address_
o f _ h i s _ b e a t i t u d e _
sv ia tos lav_shevchuk_
at_the_states_dinner_
o f _ t h e _ k n i g h t s _ o f _
columbus_83507.html

Keynote address of His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk at 
the States Dinner of the Knights of Columbus

(continued from previous page)
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Patriarch Sviatoslav, Archbishop Mokrzycki, Supreme Knight Carl Anderson, Supreme Secretary Michael 
O'Connor, Ukrainian Catholic Bishops in the United States and Canada, and Ukrainian Delegation to 
the 136th Convention of the Knights of Columbus in Baltimore, MD.

Ukrainians attend Knights of Columbus Convention, Baltimore

His Beatitude Sviatoslav, Mr. & Mrs. Michael O'Connor, Secretary of Knights of 
Columbus, and delegations of Knights of Columbus from Ukraine, USA, Canada, 

Visiting St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church, Baltimore

His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav

Bishop Rabiy speaks about St. Michael Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Baltimore to visitors from Knights 

of Columbus Convention on August 8, 2018

Lithuania and Poland 
(about 150 people) 
visited St. Michael 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Baltimore, 
where Bishop Andriy 
presented the parish 
history, about the 
church building and 
answered questions 
on the Ukrainian 
tradition and Church. 

Afterwards, everyone was invited for dinner 
of various Ukrainian dishes at the parish 
hall prepared by the parishioners of the 
Baltimore and Washington DC parishes.

Photos: Yuriy Silnyk 
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Four Bishops to Lead A Call to Prayer Marian Pilgrimage on 
Sunday, August 26 to Assumption BVM Church, Centralia

Centralia, Pa.-- Four 
bishops will lead pilgrims 
here on Sunday, August 
26 for the third annual 
A Call to Prayer Marian 
Pilgrimage at Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic 
Church. 

Bishop Andriy Rabiy, 
Apostolic Administrator 
and Bishop John Bura, 
auxiliary bishop of the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia, Bishop 
Ronald Gainer of the 
Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Harrisburg and 
Bishop Kurt Burnette 
of the Ruthenian 
Byzantine Catholic 
Eparchy of Passaic will 
be the celebrants at 
the Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy beginning at 12 
noon. Bishop Rabiy will 
be the homilist. 

Responses to the Divine 
Liturgy and other services 
will be sung by the Choir 
of the Ukrainian National 
Shrine of the Holy Family, 
Washington, D.C.

The Divine Liturgy will 
be recorded and will be 
broadcast by EWTN at a 
later date.

Bishop Rabiy invites all 
people of faith to come 

(continued on next page)
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to this holy place, saying 
“It will be an amazing 
spiritual experience to 
pray with the bishops of 
three Catholic Churches!” 
Centralia is located in the 
territory of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia, the 
Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Harrisburg and the 
Ruthenian Byzantine 
Catholic Eparchy of 
Passaic.
At 2 pm, Bishop Gainer 
will lead the pilgrims in 
the praying of a Living 
Rosary before the historic 
and jeweled 18th century 
copy of the Icon of Our 
Lady of Pochaiv and 
will provide a reflection 
at the conclusion of the 
Rosary.

At 3 pm the traditional 
Akathist hymn to the 
Mother of God will be 
sung with a reflection by 
Bishop John Bura.
At 4:30 pm there 
will be a candlelight 
procession to the church 
for the celebration of a 
Moleben to the Mother 
of God. Bishop Burnette 
will be the celebrant and 
homilist.

Confessions will be 
available throughout the 
day at various locations 
on the church grounds.
There will also be 

religious goods for sale, 
which will be blessed 
at the conclusion of 
the Living Rosary in the 
outdoor chapel. 
Food service will be 
provided from 1:00 pm 
until 4:00 pm. 
Handicap parking will be 
provided on the church 
grounds. Off-site parking 
and shuttle van service 
will be provided from 
specially designated 
areas near the church. 
This is a rain or shine 
event. 

Centralia is an 
abandoned, desolate 
place in Columbia 
County, Pennsylvania, 
destroyed by an 
underground mine fire, 
which resulted in the 
relocation of all but a 
handful of residents and 
the demolition of all but 
a few buildings.

Situated on a hilltop 
overlooking the once-
thriving town, a white 
church capped by 
three onion-shaped 
blue domes, the stately 
Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church towers over 
Centralia as it has since 
the first services were 
held there in 1912, after 
the parish was founded 

on August 15, 1911, the 
feast of the Assumption 
of the blessed Virgin 
Mary.

Today, while the town is 
a memory, the church still 
serves a thriving parish 
family, with congregants 
driving to the hilltop 
on Sundays and Holy 
Days from communities 
throughout the area. 
The Very Rev. Archpriest 
Michael Hutsko is the 
pastor of the parish.

During his historic 
visit in November 
2015, His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav Shevchuk, 
Primate of the world-
wide Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, marveled at the 
continuing presence of 
the church in Centralia. 
He also noted how 
this coal region parish 
fostered four priestly 
vocations and three 
sisters to the religious life.
Patriarch Sviatoslav felt 
a sense of true holiness 
which pervades the 
entire church property 
and designated the 
church a site of holy 
pilgrimage. His desire 
is for all people of faith 
to come and experience 
this holiness, sanctity and 
serenity as pilgrims to 
this holy place on the 
mountain.

When the Centrailia 
church celebrated the 
centennial of its founding 
on August 28, 2011, 
Archb ishop-emer i tus 
Stefan Soroka, during 
his homily observed "This 
church is standing after 
100 years, despite the 
mine fire and the town 
leaving, to deliver a 
message to the world: 
'We are to be like your 
namesake, the Mother of 
God, to be servants to 
others.'" 

The church is located 
2 Blocks North of 
Route 42 in Centralia, 
Pennsylvania, at the 
following mailing address 
1130 Summit Hill Rd. 
Aristes, PA 17920.
For more information 
contact the church 
rectory at 570-339-
0650.

Four Bishops to Lead A Call to Prayer Marian Pilgrimage on 
Sunday, August 26 to Assumption BVM Church, Centralia

(continued from previous page)



AUGUST 26, 2018  16

ASSISTANCE TO THOSE WHO AFFECTED BY FLOODS IN PA
Recently, many parishes in the central and northern 
part of Pennsylvania are affected by floods caused by 
downpours. Many people have lost properties and personal 
valuables... Our Archeparchy is asking for your help and 
consider making donations, which will be given directly to 
the parishioners and non-parishioners in the North and 
South Anthracite deaneries - Shenandoah, St. Clair, Mount 
Carmel, Centralia, Shamokin, Marion Heights, Olyphant, 
Minersville, Middleport, McAdoo, Hazleton, Scranton, 
Simpson, Nanticoke, Plymouth, Berwick, Glen Lyon, Wilkes 
Barre, Edwardsville, Frackville, Maizeville) who are in need, 
help them to rebuild and restore what was lost.

In your kindness, please consider making a donation and 
send it to our Archeparchy - Archbishop's Chancery, 810 
North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123. Attention: 
US Disaster Recovery Fund. Please make your check out 
to: Archeparchy of Philadelphia.

You may also donate via PAYPAL: http://ukrarcheparchy.
us/donate-via-paypal-2/

Thank you for your generosity and consideration!

Most Rev. Andriy Rabiy

Funds are available to those who lost or have 
damaged property in the floods. Call the Chancery 
at 215-627-0143 to provide information on your loss.  

Some of the money has been distributed already. 

Holy Family Shrine-Washington 4,378.00
Holy Myrrh Bearers 2,037.00
St. John The Baptist-Whippany 800.00
St. Michael's Church-Shenandoah 620.00
St. Nicholas Church-St. Clair 605.00
St. John The Baptist-Northampton 589.00
SS. Cyril & Methodius-Berwick 560.00
Assumption B.V.M. Church-Perth Amboy 550.00
St. Josaphat Church-Trenton 500.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Mt. Carmel 500.00
St. Vladimir Church-Scranton 420.00
St. Vladimir Church-Elizabeth 400.00
St. Nicholas Church-Glen Lyon 335.00
St. Michael Church-Cherry Hill 305.00
Deyneka Lyubomyr & Nadia 300.00
St. Nicholas Church-Wilmington 266.00
Front Royal Mission 257.00
St. Josaphat Church-Bethlehem 255.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Phoenixville 255.00
Assumption B.V.M. Church-Centralia 250.00
SS. Cyril & Methodius-Olyphant 250.00
St. Anne Church-Warrington 250.00
Smolney, Nicholas 250.00
Zyblikewycz, Eugene & Stephania 250.00

St. Mary's Church - Carteret NJ 233.00
Laskowski, Marlene & Christipher 200.00
Lefchick, Joanne 200.00
Immaculate Conception-Hillside 160.00
Presentation of Our Lord-Lansdale 150.00
Christ The King Church-Phila. 145.00
St. Michael's Church-Pottstown 138.00
Nativity of B.V.M. Church-New Brunswi 130.00
St. Michael's Church-Manville 120.00
Ascension of Our Lord-Sayre 120.00
Hewko, Christina 120.00
St. Nicholas Church-Phila 113.00
St. Vladimir Church-Palmerton 100.00
Augustine, Andrew M 100.00
Buska, Michael & Lynda 100.00
Car Sr, William 100.00
Chudoba, Michael J. 100.00
Czban, Rozalia 100.00
Glancey, William 100.00
Hanson Alfred & Carol 100.00
Hiriak, Nicholas 100.00
Palko Theodore & Patricia 100.00
Paslawsky, Helen 100.00
Ratkovsky, Michael & Paula 100.00
Rocus, Maryanne 100.00
Strayves, Richard 100.00
Walker, Carol 100.00
Yatison, John 100.00
Yeck, Robert & Joan 100.00
Yurechko, Olga M. 100.00
Nativity B.V.M. Church-Middleport 70.00
Adamchick, Joyce 50.00
Bardys, Irene 50.00
Bartkovsky Michael & Paula 50.00
Hodge, Jeffrey & Joanne 50.00
Kulish, Rose Marie 50.00
Merchlinsky, John & Dorothy 50.00
Pylypec, Patricia 50.00
Rev. Pavlo Myts & Family 50.00
Rydel, Eugene & Ann 50.00
Yarymovych, Marta 50.00
Holy Ghost Church-West Easton 44.00
Bardys, Maryann 30.00
Beretsky Elias 25.00
Chornopyska, Sofiya 25.00
Garland, Daniel & Laura 25.00
Kulynych, Mykhaylo & Pauline 25.00
Matuszewski, Cheryl & James 25.00
Moczul Michael & Olga 25.00
Sereditch John 25.00
St. Vladimir Church-Edwardsville 20.00
Johnson, Dorthy 20.00
Nancy A. Waligun 20.00
Worobij, Nadia 20.00
Powell, Irma 10.00
 

 US DISASTER RECOVERY TOTAL  $19,720.00
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Bishop Basil Losten  5,000.00
Holy Ghost Church-West Easton  1,605.00
Archbishop Stefan Soroka  1,000.00
St. Nicholas Church-Passaic  1,000.00
Anonymous Donation  1,000.00
Fylypovych, Anrew & Christine  1,000.00
St. John The Baptist-Northampton  1,000.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Jersey City  800.00
St. Anne Church-Warrington  500.00
Presentation of Our Lord-Lansdale  500.00
Holy Family Shrine-Washington  500.00
St. Josaphat Church-Trenton  500.00
Anonymous Donation  500.00
St. Michael's Church-Baltimore  300.00
Deychakiwsky, Yuri  250.00
Dochwat, Christina  250.00
Knights of Columbus, 7530  250.00
Stek, Ann Marie  200.00
Pyrih, Lubomyr & Halyna  200.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Curtis Bay  200.00
Zahalak, Marta  200.00
Giffler, Lydia  200.00
Lingor, Earl & Margaret  200.00
St. Joachim & Anna Front Royal VA  150.00
Front Royal Mission  135.00
Peda, Gregory  125.00
Giffler, Lydia  100.00
Hewko, Christine  100.00
Hewko, Theodora  100.00
Olunuk, Stephen  100.00
Archbishop Stephen Sulyk  100.00
Samilo, Mr. & Mrs. Russell  100.00
Yavorsky, John  100.00
Holy Cross Monastery  100.00
Hiriak, Nicholas  100.00
Chaykowsky, Helen  100.00
Wilson, Michael & Rosaline  100.00
Stoken, Craig & Barbara  100.00
Hitchens, Maryellen  50.00
Hilt, David  50.00
Credi, Wagdi & Anna  50.00
Lohr, Robert & Susana  50.00
Talaga, P. Carol  25.00

  CHAIR LIFT TOTAL $18,990.00

CHAIR LIFT DONATIONS FOR THE CHANCERY
Thank you to all those who donated to the two chair lifts 
for the Chancery in Philadelphia.  The chair lifts were 
installed on August 2-3, 2018. The total cost for the 
chair lifts is $25,000. One will provide for access to the 
main floor at the front entrance from the parking lot. The 
second will provide access to the top floor offices via the 
wide stairway on the 8th Street side of the building. This 
will assist in providing for persons who need assistance 
ascending between the floors.  

Photo during installation of 
one of the chairs

Chair to the top floor

Chair to the main floor
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Rev. Volodymyr Baran plays the button 
accordion during the Ukrainian Festival 

(Photo: Kathy Park Photography) 

On Sunday, August 19, 2018  at 11am, Bishop Andriy Rabiy and Father 
Volodymyr Baran celebrated a Divine Liturgy at the Ukrainian Festival at the 

Ukrainian Homestead of CEC ODWU, Inc. in Lehighton, PA.  At 2pm there was a 
Stage Show concert at the Festival. (Photo: Dr. Nadia Worobij)

Ukrainian Festival in Lehighton, PA 

Bishop Andriy Rabiy 
during the Divine Liturgy 

(Photo: Dr. Nadia Worobij)



AUGUST 26, 2018  19

(continued from previous page)

2018 Ukrainian Festival at the Ukrainian Homestead main stage performers: Kalyna 
Performing Arts Company, Innesa Tymochko Dekajlo, Rev. Volodymyr Baran and 

the Kazka Ukrainian Folk Ensemble (Photo: Kathy Park Photography) 

Photo: Kathy Park 
Photography 

Ukrainian Festival in Lehighton, PA 
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On August 16, 2018 Bishop 
Andriy Rabiy and priests of the 
Philadelphia Deanery offered 
a Panakhyda at the grave of 
+Bishop Walter Paska who is 
buried at Our Lady of Sorrows 
Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery 
in Langhorne, PA on the 10th 
Anniversary of + Bishop Walter 
Paska's Falling Asleep in the 
Lord. Eternal Memory.

Remembering +Bishop Walter Paska

THE DIVINE 
LITURGY RECORDED 

DURING THE 
CENTRALIA CALL TO 

PRAYER MARIAN 
PILGRIMAGE WILL 
BE BROADCAST ON 

EWTN TUESDAY, 
AUGUST 28, 2018 
AT 3:30 PM ET.

On Tuesday, August 
28 at 3:30 PM ET, 

EWTN will telecast the 
Hierarchical Divine 

Liturgy celebrated by 
Bishop Andriy Rabiy, 
Bishop John Bura, 

Bishop Ronald Gainer 
and Bishop Kurt 

Burnette, which was 
recorded during the 

Call to Prayer Marian 
Pilgrimage in Centralia, 

Pa.   
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West Easton parish hosts Summer Church Camp

The campers go on a day trip to Washington, DC and visit Bishop John Bura, our 
seminary, and our parish in Washington, DC

Holy Ghost Church in 
West Easton hosted it's 
annual Summer Church 
camp July 16-20, 2018. 
Sixteen happy campers 
joined with the pastor, 
seminarian Bohdan 
Vasyliv, and Sherry Bellfy 
for a chance to make 
memories.  The Theme 
for this year's camp was 
"The Law of God : Love 
one another as I have 
loved you." The children 
ranging from 5 years old 
to 14 enjoyed exercise, 
instructions on how 
to live by God's laws, 
prayer and meditation, 
arts and crafts and 
delicious lunches served  
by JoAnn Fulmer and 
Judy Palinkas. 

The campers exercise with Timmy the dog

A day trip to visit our 
seminary of St Josaphat 
in Washington DC, 
our Ukrainian Catholic 

National Shrine of 
the Holy Family, and 
a wonderful visit with 
Bishop John Bura and Fr 

Robert Hitchens was the 
beginning of a great day 

(continued on next page)
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in our nations capital.  
We proceeded to the 
National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception 
and then downtown to 
visit the Smithsonian and 
the national monuments 
along the Mall area.  
The children learned in 
the process, that law's 
aren't made to bind us 
but to help us live in 
freedom, with love and 
respect for one another, 
and in safety. 

The week concluded 
with the infamous "Water 
Day" where, on a hot 
summer's day, water 
slides, water balloon and 
egg tosses make for a 
very wet and fun festival 
to end the week. 

West Easton parish hosts Summer Church Camp

If you are interested in hosting a summer camp for the 
children in the parish, please contact Fr Dan Troyan at 
holyghostukr@outlook.com.

He'll be glad to provide you with a step by step guide to get 
one started in your own parish.

Fr. Robert Hitchens talks to the campers during their trip 
to Washington, DC

Visiting national monuments Seminarian Bohdan Vasyliv helps with an activity
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Let us support strengthening of our Church in Dubno (Volyn)

Our Archeparchy supports building and completion of the Youth Center in the city of Dubno (Volyn'). A 
Ukrainian Catholic parish there is very young but very active. The youth center will benefit kids, young adults 
and families. They are doing a lot of outreach and provide assistance to the poor, elderly and refugees 
from Easter Ukraine. 

We would like to raise $6,000 to complete all the works and the center. The money is just for supplies and 
building materials. Labor is offered by parish volunteers. So far, we received $1,170.00.

Here is the list of benefactors, to whom we are very GRATEFUL:

 $250.00...Worschak, Rev. George
 $200.00...Anonymous
 $200.00...Peda, Gregory  
 $200.00...Stek, Ann Marie 
 $100.00...Andrushko, Svetlana
 $100.00...Drabic, John & Doris 
 $100.00...Samilo, Russel
 $20.00...Dr. Worobij, Nadia

       Total Collection for Dubno $1,170.00

If you would like to contribute, please forward your donation to 
Archbishop's Chancery, 810 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 
19123. Checks are made to SPECIAL NEEDS IN UKRAINE, marked 
DUBNO. THANK YOU! MAY GOD BLESS YOUR GENEROSITY!

Funds for 
Dubno were 
wired to 

them and the 
campaign is 

still going on.
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Our Archeparchy supports a Leisure Center for Youth with 
Special Needs at Caritas-Lviv

We would like to raise $8,000 for salaries for coordinators and supplies in 2019. So far, we received 
$4,752.28. 

The staff of the Center, Mrs. Mariya Chuchman, Mrs. Natalia Zahayko and Fr. Roman Babiy, and students 
of the Center want to express their utmost gratitude to every benefactor for their most generous donations. 
Your kindness, understanding and willingness to help out especially those who need assistance are most 
admirable! 

Here is the list of benefactors, to whom we are very GRATEFUL:

$1,000.00...Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Perth Amboy NJ
$1,000.00...Power, David & Helene
$782.28...Nativity of BVM Ukrainian Catholic Church, Reading PA
$500.00...Fylypowych, Andrew & Christine
$300.00...Sayres, Edward & Nina
$250.00...St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church, Trenton NJ
$250.00...Hill, John & Myra
$200.00...Dr. Guertler, Vera
$100.00...Hiriak, Nicholas
$100.00...Kalagher, Richard & Nadia
$50.00...Iwaskiw, Walter & Neonila
$50.00...Lesyk, Lubov
$50.00...Manwiller, Donald & Patricia
$50.00...Sisters of St. Basil the Great
$50.00...Battista Michael & Kathleen
$20.00...Anonymous

Total Special Needs In Ukraine (Lviv) $4,752.28

If you would like to 
contribute, please 
forward your donation to 
Archbishop's Chancery, 
810 North Franklin 
Street, Philadelphia, PA 
19123. Checks are made 
to SPECIAL NEEDS IN 
UKRAINE, marked LVIV.
THANK YOU! MAY 
GOD BLESS YOUR 
GENEROSITY!
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Sisters of St. Basil the Great Honor Eight Jubilarians 

Photo (left to right) - Sr. Francis Bukaczyk, Sr. Olga 
Marie Faryna, Sr. Rose Anna Bukaczyk, Sr. Marie Francis 
Walchonsky, Sr. Joann Sosler, Sr. Genevieve Kotyk, Sr. Maria 
Gerard Jessup, Sitting - Sr. Elizabeth Bertoldi

On Saturday, June 30, 
2018, the Sisters of St. 
Basil the Great gathered 
to honor eight of their 
own, a celebratory event 
recognizing 55, 60, and 
65 year anniversaries of 
monastic life:  

Sister Olga Marie Faryna 
(55 years)

Sister Francis Bukaczyk 
(55 years)

Sister Rose Anna 
Bukaczyk (55 years)

Sister Joann Sosler 
(60 years)

Sister Genevieve Kotyk 
(60 years)

Sister Maria Gerard 
Jessup (60 years)

Sister Marie Francis 
Walchonsky (65 years)

Sister Elizabeth Bertoldi 
(65 years)

The celebration began at 
the Holy Trinity Chapel 
with Msgr. Peter Waslo, 
the Sisters’ chaplain, and 
Father Edward Higgins 
con-celebrating a Divine 
Liturgy of Thanksgiving. 
Following the Liturgy, 
the jubilarians were 
feted at a festive dinner 
during which Provincial 
Superior Sister Dorothy 
Ann Busowski thanked 
all of them for their 
decades of dedicated 
service to the Church, 

the community, and the 
People of God. She cited 
Christ’s invitation to the 
apostles: “Come follow 
me, and I will make 
you fishers of people,” 
elaborating on this theme 
by personalizing it as it 
applied to each jubilarian, 
thanking them collectively 
and individually, citing 
personal moments from 
their respective life 
journey. Sister went on 
to say that “Sixty-five, 
Sixty, and fifty-five years 
ago Sisters Olga Marie, 
Francis, Rose Anna, 
Genevieve, Joann, Maria 

Gerard, Marie Francis, 
Elizabeth, you heeded 
that call, pulled anchor 
and set sail.”

Sister Olga Marie, a 
native of Philadelphia, 
PA entered fifty-five years 
ago.  Sister served in 
parishes in Auburn, NY, 
Parma, OH, Chicago, 
ILL and Philadelphia PA.  
In each instance she laid 
a foundation in Basilian 
and Ukrainian Catholic 
spirituality whether as 
teacher, prefect, catechist, 
mentor to Associates, or 
outreach to the elderly 

and the immigrant.  In all 
instances she is a reminder 
of God’s presence 
among us.  Sister is 
currently missioned to the 
Pastoral Ministry Office 
of the Parma Eparchy 
and resides in Ambridge, 
PA.

Sister Francis 
Bukaczyk, leaving 
home and family, joined 
with the Sisters of Saint 
Basil the Great in Christ 
the King Province in 

(continued on next page)
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Argentina fifty-five years 
ago.  Transferring to 
Jesus, Lover of Humanity 
Province in Philadelphia 
in 1985 Sister Francis has 
served in diverse places 
as a religion teacher.  
Sister’s assignments in 
Pennsylvania included 
Northhampton, Chester 
and  Olyphant.  She 
also taught in Parma, 
OH, Newark, NJ, and 
Chicago, IL.  Sister truly 
loves the children she 
teaches and the feelings 
are returned by each 
child.

Sister Rose Anna 
Bukaczyk, responded 
to Christ’s call to follow 
Him first in Argentina, 
where she was born, 
and then in the United 
States of America. Since 
her transfer from Christ 
the King Province, her 
teaching career led her to 
Syracuse, NY, Parma, OH, 
Chester, PA,  Olyphant, 
PA, Northampton, 
PA, Chicago, IL, New 
York and currently to 
Hamtramck, MI.  In 
Michigan sister teaches at 
Immaculate Conception 
School in Warren, MI, 
and prepares children 
in the parish for first 
confession.  Faithfully, 
Sister Rose Anna has 
carried out the mission of 
the Sisters of Saint Basil 
the Great in each of her 
assignments. 

Sister Genevieve, left 
Iowa and ventured to 
Fox Chase to enter the 
postulancy in 1958.  In 
her sixty years as a 
religious, her ministries 
have been diverse.  She 
has served as a teacher, 
as a companion to 
sisters in Chesapeake, 
and for the orphans at 
Saint Basil Orphanage 
in Philadelphia.  Sister 
has the wonderful ability 
of remembering others 
with cards, wishes and 
gifts.  Her kindness and 
generosity is extended 
in a quiet, unobtrusive 
way as she extends a 
praying, healing life-
giving presence.  Sister 
now resides at the 
Motherhouse in Fox 
Chase extending a true 
Basilian hospitality as a 
receptionist.

Sister Joann left 
Hamtramck, MI sixty year 
ago to take up residence 
with the Sisters of the 
Order of Saint Basil the 
Great in Fox Chase. Sister 
is never afraid to pull up 
anchor and travel through 
unchartered waters.  Her 
service has been in so 
many spheres. Not only 
knowledgeable about 
finances . . . but most 
admirably her curiosity 
and love of the Order 
has led her into service 
in all levels of formation: 
vocation, pre-entrance, 
initial and on-going. 

Sisters of St. Basil the Great Honor Eight Jubilarians 
(continued from previous page)

Photo (left to right) - Sr. Genevieve Kotyk, 
Sr. Joann Sosler, Sr. Maria Gerard Jessup

Prior to her assignment 
to Fox Chase Sister was 
principal and taught at 
St. George Academy in 
New York City.  Prior 
to that assignment Sister 
served in Newark, 
Northampton and 
Chester.  Sister has also 
completed the Clinical 
Pastoral Education (CPE) 
Program.

Sister Maria Gerard, 
a native of Troy, New 
York, joined the sisters in 
Philadelphia in 1958. Her 
sixty years of dedicated 
service included parishes 
in New York City, Parma, 
and Chicago. In each 
place she exemplified a 

ministry of compassion 
and love teaching the 
little ones about the love 
of God. The students and 
others she has touched 
are richer for her loving 
dedication, prayers and 
love.  Sister currently 
prepares children for first 
confession at St. Nicholas 
Cathedral in Chicago 
and is the moderator 
of St. Nicholas School 
Sodality.

Sister Marie Francis 
departed from Centralia, 
PA leaving her mom and 
sister to begin a new life 
as a Basilian Religious. 

(continued on next page)
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Sister has served in many 
capacities as teacher and 
principal at parishes in 
Cleveland, Philadelphia, 
Auburn and Hamtramck. 
Upon being assigned 
to Manor College in 
1985 she took on the 
responsibilities as Dean 
of Students and Director 
of Security.  Sister has 
also served in Province 
administration as a 
Provincial Councilor.  Sister 
conscientiously carried 
out her responsibilities 
teacher, principal, 
provincial councilor.  
She brings inspiration 
and affirmation to her 
new responsibilities as 
part of the Motherhouse 
Administration Team.  

Sister Elizabeth slowly 
winded her way from Mt. 
Carmel to Fox Chase to 
begin her service to the 
Lord.  She has served 
in community positions 

as provincial councilor, 
coordinator of the 
Motherhouse, Associate 
Director and Treasurer. 
Sister served on the 
diocesan level in three 
eparchies (Philadelphia, 
Stamford and Parma) as 
teacher, principal and as 
pastoral minister. Sister 
was a  trailblazer in the 
beginnings of the Basilian 
Pastoral Ministry Team in 
Pittsburgh. For six years 
Sister served as General 
Treasurer and House 
Superior in Rome.  Sister 
is a person with a mission 
that includes witness 
and proclamation, 
worship, prayer and 
contemplation. 

Each Sister’s life has 
been one continuous 
call to follow Jesus as 
a praying, healing, life-
giving presence. So many 
have been enriched by 
their presence as one in 

Photo (first row, left to right) - Sr. Olga Marie 
Faryna, Sr. Francis Bukaczyk, Sr. Rose Ann 
Bukaczyk (back row, left to right) - Provincial 
Superior Sr. Dorothy Ann Busowski, Sr. 
Miriam Claire Kowal, Sr. Joann Sosler, Sr. 
Ann Laszok 

Sisters of St. Basil the Great Honor Eight Jubilarians 
(continued from previous page)

community, one in service 
and one in love.  We pray 
that God will continue the 
work He has begun in 

each of them.  God bless 
our sisters with many 
happy years.  Mnohaya I 
blahaya Lita!

“Holy Myrrh-Bearers Church Presents a Ukrainian Food 
Festival with Ukrainian Folk Ensemble and Dancers”

 
On Saturday, September 29th from noon to 5:00 pm., Holy 
Myrrh-Bearers Church invites everyone to a UKRAINIAN 
FOOD FESTIVAL featuring performances by the Kazka 
Ukrainian Folk Ensemble and Kazka Dancers.  Pierogies, 
Holupchi (Stuffed Cabbage), Halushi (Cabbage with Noodles), 
Kielbasi, Potato Pancakes, and more will be available 
throughout the day and the Kazka Ukrainian Folk Ensemble 
will perform at 1:00 pm. followed by the Kazka Ukrainian 
Dancers at 3:00 pm.  Admission is FREE and the event will be 
held rain or shine at Holy Myrrh-Bearers Church,900 Fairview 
Road in Swarthmore, PA.
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THE PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION
Your Ukrainian Catholic

Fraternal Life Insurance and Benefit Society

ATTENTION!
Parishes, Charities, Societies
Non-profits & Foundations

1912
Deposit Agreement Accounts                Fraternity                                                                               
Paying 2018

3.25% Interest Rate
Guaranteed minimum rate of 3.00% for life of contract

Rates will increase automatically when economic circumstances warrant
Principal and interest growth guaranteed

Providence Association
Phone: (877) 857-2284  E-mail:  sales@provassn.com

www.provassn.com
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HUMANAE VITAE: 
The Prophetic Voice of Blessed Paul VI 

50 Years Later

Speakers include: 
Dr. Janet Smith, professor of moral theology at the
Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit, Michigan.

Mary Rice Hasson, a Fellow at the Ethics and Public
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.

Fr. Robert McTeigue, S.J., professor of philosophy
and theology, and a member of the National Ethics
Committee of the Catholic Medical Association.

Angela Lanfranchi, M.D. is an American breast
cancer surgeon. She a co-founder and current president
of the Breast Cancer Prevention Institute.

Vicki Thorn is an international speaker and author on
the topics of abortion’s aftermath in women and men,
the Biochemistry of Sex and the Biology of the Theology
of the Body.

The Sisters of Life work to build a new and lasting
culture of life and civilization of love.

REGISTRATION FEE

Individual                        $125.00

Couple                             $200.00

OCTOBER 13, 2018

8:30 AM – 4:30 PM

For more information
Call: Steve Bozza at 215-587-5661

Email: sbozza@archphila.org

SPONSORED BY:

Archdiocese of Philadelphia
Office for Life and Family

The Knights of Columbus

CLICK HERE
TO REGISTER

Blessed Paul VI prophesied to the
world that marriages and the society would suffer if the use
of contraception became widespread. He said that
infidelity, moral decline, loss of respect for women and
abuse of power by governments would increase
exponentially.

Today, the vast majority of women in the western world
use some form of contraception. In developing countries,
the West engages in oppressive financial and political
pressure to comply with abortion on demand,
contraception, sterilization and more.

This conference will highlight the fulfillment of these
prophecies in the world today and offer a reflection as to
how selflessness, love, self – mastery and moral responsibility
can reverse this trend.

50 Years Ago

Attn: Archdiocesan Elementary Teachers & 
Catechists: One elective or annual credit is granted 

to those who attend the entire day.

The Logan Philadelphia Hotel

One Logan Square

Philadelphia, PA 19103

www.Phillycatholiclife.org

 

Byzantine Church Supplies
Address: 810 North Franklin St.

Philadelphia, PA 19123
Phone: 215 -627-0660

Email: byzsupplies@yahoo.com
website: http://ukrcathedral.com/byzsup/

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
byzantineChurchSupplies/

Store Manager - Mrs. Myroslava Demkiv
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League of Ukrainian Catholic Convention will be 
held in Buffalo, NY 

The 79th  Annual Convention will be held October 5-7, 2018. Friday will include 
registration, annual meeting and a Welcome Party. Saturday will begin with a 
Panachyda service for deceased LUC members followed by a workshop by Sophia 
Schurr. The afternoon will include a Buffalo History Tour boat ride and lunch at 
Dnipro Ukrainian Cultural Center. A banquet will be held in the evening at the Hyatt 
Place. Sunday Liturgy at St. Nicholas will be followed by a Brunch sponsored by the 
St. Nicholas Kitchen Ladies.

Any questions may be directed to Michelle Michalow at mjmichalow@gmail.com.

Ninth Annual 
Ukrainian Festival

Saturday, 
September 22

Ukrainian 
American Cultural 
Center of New 

Jersey

60 North Jefferson 
Road

Whippany, NJ

(same campus as 
St. John the Baptist 
Ukrainian Catholic 

Church) 
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LEAGUE OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS CELEBRATE 
SR. CECELIA SWORIN, SSMI

Front row:  Olga Bell, Sr. Cecelia, Marion Hrubec, Stephen 
Retkwa; Back Row: Helen Fedoriw, Carol Loden, Linda 
Mykietyn, Lori Retkwa, Jerome Mykietyn

On Saturday, August 4, 2018 the 
Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate 
gathered to celebrate the Jubilees of 
six Sisters Servants.  Sr. Cecelia, one of 
the Jubilarians, celebrating 50 years of 
Religious life, was greeted by members 
of the local Chapter of the League of 
Ukrainian Catholics from St. Nicholas 
parish, Passaic, NJ along with Marion 
C. Hrubec, National President who 
presented Sr. Cecelia with a gift from 
the National Board of Directors and the 
entire membership. Sr. Cecelia holds the 
office of Corresponding Secretary on 
the National Board.  Congratulations 
Sr. Cecelia, God Bless you as you 
continue to serve the Lord and the entire 
community.  Mnohaya Lita!

75 yrs. – Sister Tharasia 
Hladio

65 yrs. – Sisters: Consolata 
Trudick, Stephanie Sema, and 

Bernitta Dub

60 yrs. – Sister Jonathan 
Duchensky

50 yrs. – Sister Cecelia Sworin
 

The Divine Liturgy was 
celebrated by Bishop Paul 

Chomnycky, and con-
celebrated by Bishop Basil 

Losten, Rt. Rev. Mitred Msgr. 
John Terlecky, Rt. Rev. Mitred 
Archpriest Philip Weiner and 

Rev. Andriy Dudkevych. 

Six Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate had their Jubilee on 
August 4, 2018 at Saint Mary’s Villa, Sloatsburg.

Photo: Walter Fedorin
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Mount 
Carmel, PA

On August 15th 
the Reverend 
Michael Hutsko, 
of SS. Peter & 
Paul Ukrainian 
Catholic Church 
in Mount Carmel, 
blesses flowers 
to celebrate 
the feast of the 
A s s u m p t i o n 
of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.

UKRAINIAN DAY FESTIVAL
Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church

Phoenixville, PA

SUNDAY  SEPTEMBER 23rd 2018
11:00 AM - 5:00 PM
FREE ADMISSION

20 Cash Prizes Raffle Tickets
Ukrainian and American Food

Stage show at 2 pm
Gift Baskets Raffle

Exhibit
Church Tour

Children’s Corner
Live Music

Art and Craft Vendors (tables available @ $20)
Indoor Flea Market

Church Address: 301 Fairview St. Phoenixville, PA 19460
Website: WWW.SSPETERANDPAULUKR.COM 

Telephone: 610-933-7801

To order raffle tickets, at $5 per ticket, please send a check 
payable to Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church, 

with a self-addressed, stamped return envelope, and the 
tickets will be mailed to you. Mailing address: 472 Emmett St., 

Phoenixville, PA 19460
You don’t need to be present to win. Good luck!!

Scranton, 
PA

Feast of the 
Assumption of 

the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.



AUGUST 26, 2018  34

Cathedral, Philadelphia

Bishop Andriy Rabiy blesses flowers on the 
Feast of the Dormition at the Cathedral

Perth Amboy, NJ

The traditional blessing of flowers and 
distribution of Myrovannya to the faithful at 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, Middleport, PA, on August 

15th, 2018 with Fr. Paul Makar.

Middleport, PA
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Save The Date 2018 
 
 
AUGUST 26  3RD ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE AT ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

CHURCH, CENTRALIA, PA  
 
SEPT. 17-20   UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CLERGY OF PHILADELPHIA RETREAT, LONG BRANCH, NJ  
 
SEPT. 20-22  CONGRESS OF EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES ON DIACONATE, SCRANTON, PA. 
 
SEPT. 30   100TH ANNIVERSARY ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, BETHLEHEM, PA. 
 
SEPT. 30  ARCHIEPARCHIAL PILGRIMAGE OF FEAST OF PROTECTION OF MOTHER OF GOD, MONASTERY  
  GROUNDS OF THE ORDER OF SISTERS OF ST. BASIL, FOX CHASE, PA.   DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM;  
  MOLEBEN AT 4:00 PM  
 
OCTOBER 28   100TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. VLADIMIR UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, PALMERTON, PA. 
 
NOVEMBER 4 BLESSING OF NEW ICONOSTASIS AT ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH,  
  WHIPPANY, NJ, 11 AM HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY 
 
DECEMBER 9   ANNUAL DIVINE LITURGY OF THANKSGIVING FOR BENEFACTORS OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA, UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION, PHILADELPHIA. 

 
DECEMBER 9   PRAZNYK OR FEAST DAY OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION,  
  PHILADELPHIA. 
 
DECEMBER 25 CHRISTMAS - NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST.   YOUR PRAYERFUL PARTICIPATION  
  IN THE DIVINE LITURGY IS YOUR BEST GIFT TO JESUS, TO YOURSELF AND TO OTHERS! 

St Vladimir's in Edwardsville, PA, August 15, 2018:
Feast of the Dormition (falling asleep) of The Most Holy Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary.

Edwardsville, PA
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On August 24, simultaneous worldwide prayer held for Ukraine

Commemorative Booklets for Sale

We have copies of booklets of two expanded editions of THE WAY with pictures and 
articles (92 pages, color) highlighting 17 years of service of Metropolitan Stefan Soroka 
in the Archeparchy of Philadelphia. They are in English and Ukrainian. If interested to 
purchase, please call our Byzantine Supplies store at 215.627.0660 (9:30 - 4PM). 

24 August 2018

On the Independence 
Day of Ukraine, 
the Simultaneous 
International Prayer for 
Ukraine took place. 
Thousands of Ukrainians 
in hundreds of churches 
around the world 
simultaneously sung 
prayers for their nation.

It was reported to VIDIA 
by the organizers.

On August 24, 2018 at 
exactly 6:00 PM Kyiv 
time, Ukrainians from 
all over Ukraine and 
throughout the world 
united, simultaneously 

performing the spiritual 
anthem of Ukraine “God, 
the Great and the One” 
by composer Mykola 
Lysenko.

“A prayer that goes 
from the heart, from 
time immemorial was 
originally directed to 
God in the hope of 
a better life for our 
families, our country and 
the people in general. 
Ukrainian communities 
are scattered in almost 
all countries of the 
globe. Such a large-
scale and powerful 
prayer for Ukraine right 
now, celebrating the 
100th anniversary of 

the Ukrainian National 
Republic, will demonstrate 
the incredible unity of 
Ukrainians around the 
world, their faith in 
God and Ukraine,” the 
organizers emphasized.

In Ukraine, participating in 
the initiative were church 
choirs, professional and 
amateur groups, students 
and others. Outside 
Ukraine, members of 
Ukrainian communities 
and communities around 
the world participated, as 
well as choirs (including 
church ones), whose 
repertoire included this 
piece by Lysenko. In 
order to fully synchronize 

the melody, rhythm, and 
tonality, it was proposed 
to perform a version 
available in the Ukrainian 
Wikipedia…

The prayer was held 
with the blessing of the 
Patriarch Svyatoslav 
(Shevchuk) of the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic 
Church and Archbishop 
Vasily (Semenyuk), 
Metropolitan of Ternopil-
Zboriv of the UGCC.

https://risu.org.ua/en/
index/all_news/state/
na t i o na l _ r e l i g i o u s _
question/72301/
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THE NATIVITY OF THE MOTHER OF GOD 
September 8, 2018 

ORIGIN OF THE FEAST 
Sacred Scripture speaks very little about the life of the Mother of God. Nothing is spoken of Her birth, 
Her youth, nor Her holy Dormition. Also no mention is made of the names of Her parents. How do we 
know these things about Her? From the Apocrypha, books that the early Church regarded as providing 
important facts about the life of Christ and His Holy Mother Mary. Although these books are not part of 
Sacred Scripture, they are honored within the sacred tradition of the early Christian Church. In one such 
book called the Protoevangelium of James (written between 170-180A.D.) is provided the basis for the 
foundation of the Feasts, such as the Conception of St. Anne, the Nativity of the Theotokos, the Entrance 
into the Temple and the Holy Day honoring Joachim and Anna, the parents of Mary, the Mother of God. 

The Nativity of the Mary, the Mother of God, brought great joy to Her parents, Joachim and Anna. For to 
bear a child was a blessing from the Almighty God. The many prayers of the parents were answered. Their 
sorrow of childlessness was turned to jubilation. 

Beyond this intial joy is the jubilation of the entire People of God, for the source of our salvation is born. 
Mary who is born would one day give birth to the Messiah long foretold by the holy Prophets of the Old 
Testament. From Mary would rise the Son of Justice, Christ our God. He took away the curse, and imparted 
the blessing. Christ abolished death, giving us everlasting life. 

THE ICON 
The Icon of the Nativity of the Mother of God shows St. Anne reclining on a bed with an attendant at her 
side. The Virgin is generally represented in swaddling clothes, and in the arms of a midwife who is seated 
on a stool. St. Joachim is presented speaking with his wife. The midwife is reduced in size to focus attention 
on the holy parents and infant. In icons, the importance of a person is indicated by size. Size is not a 
physical feature of a person, but a qualitative element relating to importance. St. Anne gazes downward 
upon her new-born daughter. The servant in the middle stands ready to assist the mother. 

The liturgy rejoices in the Nativity of the Mother of God with hymns and chants of deeply spiritual and 
poetic character. The chant sung at Vespers of this Feast summarizes the Church's thinking about this event. 
"Indeed, some famous barren women have given birth by the will of God. But the birth of Mary surpasses 
all births in honor and splendor, as is worthy of the majesty of God. She was born of a barren mother in 
a miraculous way. Mary herself gave birth in the flesh to the God of All, incarnate in her womb without 
human seed, against the laws of nature..." The liturgy and icon call us to 
praise and worship God in His wondrous presence in our lives. 

TROPARION — Your birth, O Virgin Mother of God, heralded joy to 
the universe, for from you rose the Son of Justice, Christ our God. He 
took away the curse, He imparted the blessing, and by abolishing death 
He gave us everlasting life. 

GOD-WITH-US SERIES
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Pope on Assumption: God saves the whole person, body and soul

At the Angelus for 
the Solemnity of the 
Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Pope Francis focused on 
the truth that God wills 
to save the whole human 
person, body and soul.

By Christopher Wells

“The Church today invites 
us to contemplate” the 
mystery of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary’s bodily 
Assumption into heaven. 
That was the message 
of Pope Francis at the 
Angelus on Wednesday. 
This mystery, he said, 
“shows us that God wills 
to save the whole human 
person: body and soul.”

For the Solemnity of the 
Assumption, the Holy 

Father explained that, 
at the end of her life, 
Mary was taken “body 
and soul” into heaven; 
her body “did not know 
the corruption of the 
grave.” This, he said, 
was a special privilege 
granted to the Mother 
of God on account of 
her unique corporal and 
spiritual union with her 
Son, Jesus.

This privilege, he 
continued, “gives us the 
confirmation of our own 
glorious destiny.” In the 
past, philosophers had 
understood the value 
of the human soul, and 
that it was destined to 
happiness. But they could 
not conceive that the 
body, too was destined 

for heavenly beatitude in 
union with the soul. This 
is the Christian doctrine 
of the “resurrection of 
the body,” which Pope 
Francis described as 
“an element proper 
to Christian revelation 
[and] a pivotal element 
of our faith.”

But the Assumption, while 
reminding us of the unity 
of the human person, 
also reminds us “that 
we are called to serve 
and glorify God with our 
whole being,” body and 
soul. “Serving God only 
with the body would be 
an act of a slave,” the 
Pope said; while “serving 
Him only with the soul 
would be in contrast with 
our human nature.”

Pope Francis concluded 
his reflection with words 
of encouragement: “If we 
have lived in this way, in 
the joyful service of God, 
which is expressed also 
in generous service to 
our brothers and sisters, 
our destiny, on the day of 
the resurrection, will be 
like that of our heavenly 
Mother. It will be given 
to us, then, to realize 
fully the exhortation of 
Saint Paul: ‘Glorify God 
in your body!’ and we 
will glorify him forever in 
heaven.”

h t t p s : / / w w w .
va t i cannews . va/en/
pope/news/2018-08/
pope-francis-angelus-
1 5 - a u g u s t - 2 0 1 8 -
assumption-mary-body-
soul.html

UGCC faithful celebrate 1,030th anniversary of Baptism of 
Rus-Ukraine by renewed vows and liturgies

15 August 2018

The 1,030th anniversary 
of the Baptism of Rus-
Ukraine was celebrated 
in the main cathedral 
of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church - the 
Patriarchal Cathedral 
of the Resurrection of 
Christ in Kyiv, by the 
Hierarchical Liturgy, 
renewal of ceremonial 
vows and water 
blessing on the Dnieper 
River. It is reported 
by the Department 

of Information of the 
UGCC.

According to the ancient 
tradition of the Kyivan 
Church, the Baptism of 
Rus-Ukraine in the Kyivan 
Metropolis is celebrated 
on August 14. Therefore, 
the UGCC celebrated 
this event on the Day 
of the Procession of the 
Venerable Wood of the 
Life-Creating Cross of 
the Lord and the memory 
of the Holy Maccabean 
martyrs.

Bishop Joseph (Milian), 
Assistant Bishop of the 
Kyiv Archeparchy, led the 
Hierarchical Liturgy, as 
the Head of the UGCC 
Patriarch Sviatoslav is 
currently on a pastoral 
visit to the United States.

“As a nation,” said 
Bishop Joseph, “we 
always wanted unity with 
all good people. And in 
order to restore this unity 
with the Apostolic See, 
in 1596 we restored this 
unity with the Successor 

of the Apostle Peter. 
And perhaps this is also 
a great grace that, after 
the change in Ukraine, 
the representative of 
Successor Peter today 
represents his personality 
in our country.”

The Apostolic Nuncio 
in Ukraine, Archbishop 
Claudio Gugerotti, 
emphasized in the speech 
that Pope Francis was 
rejoicing at this jubilee 

(continued on next page)
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and expressed gratitude 
to the Greek Catholics 
for their firmness in faith.
“The baptism of the 
nations,” said the 
preacher, “is never 
an ordinary event. 
This act is an event of 
extraordinary courage, 
it is also the distancing 
from everything that 
was in the past. And in 
this, we recognize the 
constituent part of the 
new people. In Baptism, 
we see the beginning 
of a new history of the 
people, the beginning of 
a new culture” 

“Dear Greek Catholic 
brothers,”  the Pope's 
legate addressed the 
faithful of the UGCC, 
“you resisted all the 
intentions that tried to 
bring your people back 

UGCC faithful celebrate 1,030th anniversary of Baptism of 
Rus-Ukraine by renewed vows and liturgies

to paganism, especially 
during the Soviet Union. 
We thank you today for 
this. And the Ecumenical 
Church stands on its 
knees in front of you for 
this gesture and in front 
of those people who 
have been struggling 
that that water from 

holy baptism would not 
remain just an external 
sign,” said Nuncio 
Claudio Gugerotti.

Traditionally, on this day, 
the faithful, led by the 
clergymen, renew their 
vows given in the holy 
baptism.

After the Liturgy, a water 
blessing ceremony took 
place on the banks of 
the Dnieper.

h t t p s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
catholics/ugcc/72225/

Pope Francis calls on Ukrainian youth to be active peacemakers

20 August 2018

Among the participants of the Sunday Angelus, there were Ukrainian youth whom the Pope addressed with 
a special greeting.

“I sincerely congratulate you all, Italian pilgrims and those who came from different countries. I especially 
congratulate the youth from Ukraine, whom I encourage to be leaders in favor of peace and reconciliation,” 
said Pope Francis after saying “Angel of the Lord” prayer on Sunday, August 19, 2018.
This was reported by Vatican Radio.

https://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/catholics/vatikan/72300

Photo: http://ugcc.tv/ua/media/83540.html
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Happy Birthday!

Ç Äíåì íàðîäæåííÿ!

September 11: Rev. Volodymyr Kostyuk
September 12: Rev. Gregory Maslak
September 13: Very Rev. Archpr. Mitrat
                   Roman Mirchuk
September 15: Rev. Msgr. Myron Grabowsky
September 25: Rev. Vasyl Putera
September 29: Rev. Wasyl Kharuk

May the Good Lord Continue to 
Guide You and Shower You with 
His Great Blessings.  Mnohaya 
Lita!

Íåõàé Äîáðèé Ãîñïîäü Òðèìàº  
Âàñ ó Ñâî¿é  Îï³ö³ òà Ùåäðî 
Áëàãîñëîâèòü Âàñ. Ìíîãàÿ Ë³òà!

September 2018 - Âåðåñíÿ 2018

Congratulations on your 
Anniversary of Priesthood!

Â³òàºìî ç Ð³÷íèöåþ Ñâÿùåíñòâà!

September 3:  Bishop Andriy Rabiy ordained  
           a  Bishop (1st Anniversary)
September 20: Rev. Ruslan Romanyuk
                   (9th Anniversary)
September 21: Rev. Andriy Dudkevych
                   (23rd Anniversary)
September 23: Rev. Petro Zvarych
                   (18th Anniversary)

May God Grant You Many Happy 
and Blessed Years of Service in 
the Vineyard of Our Lord!  

Íåõàé Áîã Îáäàðóº Áàãàòüìà 
Áëàãîñëîâåííèìè Ðîêàìè 
Ñëóæ³ííÿ â Ãîñïîäíüîìó 
Âèíîãðàäíèêó!


