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Sunday, June 10 Will be a Memorable Day as the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church Honors Archbishop Emeritus 

Stefan Soroka for His Dedicated Years of Service 
in the Vineyard of the Lord

Philadelphia, Pa.—Sunday afternoon, June 10 will be a memorable 
milestone in the history of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the United States 
as the clergy, religious and faithful gather in prayer to give thanksgiving 
to God for blessing the Philadelphia Metropolitan Archeparchy with The 
Most Reverend Stefan Soroka, Archbishop Emeritus and his dedicated 
years of service in the vineyard of the Lord.

A Moleben to the Mother of God will be celebrated at 3 p.m. in the golden-
domed Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, 830 
North Franklin Street, by Archbishop Stefan and brother bishops, priests 
and deacons.  They will be joined in prayer by religious and faithful from 
throughout the archeparchy and the metropolitan province.

After the prayer service, everyone is invited to attend the social and 
reception honoring Archbishop Stefan in the cathedral social hall, where 

personal greetings and well wishes may be extended to the retiring 
hierarch.

Archbishop Soroka was appointed as Metropolitan-Archbishop of 
the Philadelphia Archeparchy by Pope John Paul II on November 
29, 2000 and installed on February 27, 2001.   On Monday, April 
16, Pope Francis accepted the resignation of Archbishop Stefan 
for medical reasons. The Holy Father declared the Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia as “sede vacante” and appointed Bishop Andriy 
Rabiy as the Apostolic Administrator until the appointment of the 
new Archeparch.

Bishop Andriy extends a cordial invitation and encourages 
everyone to join in this historic celebration honoring Archbishop 
Stefan.
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A Fashion Show of Ukrainian 
Traditional Folk Costumes 
from the collection of Vera 
Nakonechny in honor of 

Mother’s Day  was held at the 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception 

Hall on May 6, 2018

Vera Nakonechny poses for a picture with the participants of the Fashion Show
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UKRAINIAN AMERICAN SPORT CENTER - TRYZUB 
Lower State and County Line Roads ~ Horsham, PA. 19044 

(267) 664–3857 ~ www.tryzub.org 
 

FATHER'S DAY FEST 
 

& 
 

U. S. AMATEUR SOCCER ASSOCIATION 
US Open & Amateur Cup Region I National Championship Finals 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 17 
      

12:00 pm – 7:00 pm – Region I National Cup Final Games  
 

 1:00 pm – Fest  Begins 
  

     2:00 pm- 3:30 pm:  Stage Concert Featuring: 
  THE VOLOSHKY SCHOOL OF DANCE 
     Accordionist: Walt Syzonenko 
     SINGERS:  Maksim Shcherbatyuk, Sofiya Pitula, & more 
    
                                                         Sponsored By: 
            3:30 pm – 6:00 pm – “ZABAVA”  

UKRAINIAN POLKA and BALLROOM DANCE  
Accordionist: Walt Syzonenko 

 

Authentic Ukrainian Foods & Baked Goods ~ Picnic Fare ~ Cool Refreshments 

   FREE ADMISSION (all day, all events, Fest, Dance & Soccer); Free Parking 
 

Reserve the Date 
Sunday, August 26, at 12 o’clock noon 

UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL, ZABAVA DANCE  
&  

“CELEBRATE LIBERTY AND UNITY” 
A Resplendent Outdoor Summer Concert in the Tryzub Park

 

Ukrainian Music, Song and Dance in a dynamic, integrated program 
Collaboratively designed, arranged and choreographed by the performing artists
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Hillside, NJ parish honors Oskar Schindler and 
Victims of The Holocaust

Hillside, NJ -- Oksar Schindler 
saved the lives of 1,200 Jews 
during the Holocaust - including 3 
long time Hillside, NJ residents - Mr. 
Abraham Zuckerman, Mr. Murray 
Pantirer and Mr. Isak Levenstein.  
Mr. Schindler visited Hillside, NJ 
on 3 separate occasions and a 
plaque remains to this day in front 
of the Zuckerman's former Hillside 
residence that reads "Oskar 
Schindler - The humanitarian who 
cheated Hitler".

In honor of Oskar Schindler's 110th 
Anniversary of his birth (which was 

Young parishioner (Julia) 
performs on flute in honor of 
Mr. Schindler and the Victims 

of the Holocaust.

Children recite poem about Holocaust and hold 6 candles 
in memory of the 6 million Jews (including 1.5 million 

children) who were killed in the Holocaust.

on April 28th), Father Vasyl Vladyka and Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic parish in Hillside, NJ, 
offered the Sunday, April 29, 2018 10:45am Liturgy for the intentions of Oskar Schindler and all living and 
deceased Victims of The Holocaust. Additionally, the parish held a special panachyda service (i.e. memorial 
service to pray for the repose of souls of the deceased) for Oskar Schindler and the deceased Victims of 
the Holocaust including reading the individual names of the Zuckerman, Pantirer and Levenstein family 
members who were killed in the Holocaust.

The parish children decided to honor Mr. Schindler and the Victims of the Holocaust by:

1) Playing beautiful flute renditions of the "Schindler's List" movie theme 
song and of the Holocaust song "Moving to the Ghetto October 31 
1940" which commemorates the Nazis forcing the Jews into the Ghetto 
in Warsaw.

2) Reading a poem about the Holocaust written by a 16 year old 
girl who participated in the March of the Living. The children held 6 
candles symbolizing the 6 million Jews who were killed in the Holocaust 
- including 1.5 million children.

Many in church were in tears as the children honored Mr. Schindler 
and the Victims of the Holocaust.

The parish was blessed to have Mr. Abraham Zuckerman's son, Wayne 
Zuckerman, and son-in-law, Steven Katz, speak to the parishioners 
and read a personal letter written specifically to the parish from the 
Zuckerman, Pantirer and Levenstein families.  
 
The parish wished Mr. Oskar Schindler, Mr. Abraham Zuckerman, Mr. 
Murray Pantirer, Mr. Isak Levenstein and all the deceased Victims of 
the Holocaust Vichnaya Pamyat ("Eternal Memory" in Ukrainian.)



MAY 20, 2018  6

May Crowning at 
the Hillside, NJ 

church

Hillside, NJ - On Sunday, 
May 6, 2018, the children 
of Immaculate Conception 
Ukrainian Catholic Church of 
Hillside (Union County), NJ 
honored the Blessed Mother 
by processing with flowers and 
crowning Mary - the Theotokos.

The children also had their last 
class of religious education 
for this season and will begin 
again on Sunday, September 
9, 2018.  Classes are held for 
those age 3 to 18 years old 
and are taught by 7 instructors.

 Providence Association 
Ukrainian Fraternal Benefit Life Insurance Society  

Founded in 1912  
 

sales@provassn.com ~ 1-877-857-2284 
 

FUNERAL AND FINAL EXPENSE LIFE INSURANCE PROTECTION  
 

 Permanent Whole Life Insurance 
 Cash Value  
 Guaranteed Death Benefit for Your Loved Ones 
 Coverage will Never Expire 
 Face Value Death Benefit Will Never Decrease 
 Affordable Premiums that will Never Increase 
 Peace of Mind   
 Do not be a Financial Burden to your Loved Ones 
 Ready Access to Benefit without Probate or Delays 
 Single Pay “One-and-Done” Option Available 
 Face Value Coverage as High as Needed Available  
 Coverage Amounts as Low as $3,000.00 available 

www.provassn.com 
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On May 8, 2018, the 
Religious Leaders Council 
of Greater Philadelphia 
gathered at the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy for 
their spring meeting. While 
together, they engaged in a 
group dialogue, heard stories 
of challenge and triumph 
from several 'Zones of Peace' 
communities, and were led 
on a tour of the beautiful 
Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception.

https://www.facebook.com/
interfaithpa/

Fr. Roman Pitula gives a tour of the Cathedral

Archbishop-emeritus Stefan Soroka and Bishop Andriy 
Rabiy, Apostolic Administrator hosted a "Religious Leaders 
Council of Greater Philadelphia" meeting at our Ukrainian 

Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in 
Philadelphia on Tuesday, May 8, 2018.
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New Appointments

As of May 1, Rev. 
Archpriest John Fields 
is appointed as the 
vice chancellor for 
the Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia

As of May 8, Rev. Taras 
Svirchuk is appointed as 
synchellus for religious 
in the Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia. Father 
Taras is the pastor of 
John the Baptist church 
in Newark, NJ.

As of May 8, Rev. 
Volodymyr Popyk is 
appointed as coordinator 
of Vibrant Parish program 
in the Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia. Father 
Volodymyr is the pastor 
of St. Stephen church in 
Toms River, NJ.

On May  7-11, 2018 there was a  meeting of the 
Patriarchal Commission for Clergy in Germany. 

Bishop Bohdan Danylo attended meeting. The topic of the meeting was 
Seminary education and priestly formation.
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First Holy Confession and Solemn Holy Communion

Sunday May 6th, was a very special and joyous day at the Assumption parish in Perth Amboy, NJ as we 
welcomed twelve of our little parishioners and students of Assumption Catholic School, Perth Amboy, NJ  
who received their First Solemn Confession and a Solemn Holy Communion. We congratulate them on 
this very important step in their religious lives. This is indeed a happy occasion for our parish, the school 
and for the children’s families. A sincere thank you to Sr. Yosaphata, and Mrs. Melanie Lawrence (2nd 
grade teacher) who have served as their catechists. Special thanks go to our school’s FSA for preparing a 
delicious breakfast for our children and their families. We ask all parishioners to continue praying for these 
children, that they remain faithful to God and grow up to be a good members of the community.

Sunday, June 3 Divine Liturgy at Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in 
Philadelphia to Commemorate the One Year Anniversary of the 

Falling Asleep in the Lord of +Patriarch Lubomyr
The beloved spiritual head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, +Patriarch Lubomyr 
Husar, fell asleep in the Lord on May 31, 2017.

To commemorate this one year anniversary, there will be a requiem Divine Liturgy 
celebrated by Archbishop-emeritus Stefan Soroka and clergy  at 10:30 a.m. 
followed by Panakhyda for the repose of the soul of His Beatitude, +Patriarch  
Lubomyr  on Sunday, June 3, 2018 in the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, Pa. 

All the faithful are invited to attend this service remembering the life of +Patriarch 
Husar.

May Our Lord grant him Eternal Memory!
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            YOU ARE INVITED TO  
               AN OPEN HOUSE 
MINISTRY OF THE SISTERS OF THE ORDER OF  
ST. BASIL THE GREAT, JENKINTOWN, PA     
               

           Thursday, May 17th   10:00AM-1:00PM  

           Tuesday, May 29th     5:00PM-7:30PM 

           Sunday, June 3rd        12:00PM-3:00PM                            

         

*Tour the Center 
and conference 
rooms 

*Walk around the 

beautiful serene, grounds. 

*Visit the Holy Trinity 

Chapel 

*Meet the staff! 

*Enjoy some light 

refreshments 

*Visit our Icon Gift Shop 

 

 

   

BASILIAN 
SPIRITUALITY CENTER 

710 Fox Chase Rd. 
Fox Chase Manor, Pa 

19046 
215.780.1227 

www.stbasils.com 

 
 

Part-time Maintenance Position Opening

The Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great are seeking to hire a part time 
maintenance person.  This position involves doing a variety of custodial and 
maintenance projects.  Must have some knowledge of plumbing, heating, carpentry 
and other small jobs done inhouse.  The hours are from 8:00 AM to 1 PM – Monday 
through Friday.  If interested, please send your resume to dabusowski@stbasils.com.
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Perth Amboy’s Easter Dinner "Sviachene" 

Parishioners of 
Assumption parish in 
Perth Amboy, NJ all had 
a great time and they 
enjoyed the Christian 
fellowship at the 
annual Easter Dinner.  
Special thanks to our 
children, parents and all 
volunteers who cooked 
a delicious Easter meal. 
Following the Liturgy, 
parishioners and friends 
enjoyed a beautiful 
concert in the school 
hall prepared by our 
youngest parishioners. 
All in attendance enjoyed 
the singing of the gaivky 
(Ukrainian folk songs) by 
a parish youth group and 
all liked the energetic 
performance of singers 
Ludmila Fesenko & 
Sergey Pobedinsk.
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Women's Evening of Prayer in Perth Amboy, NJ

On Tuesday evening, May 8th, over 120 
women responded to the invitation by the 
St. Ann Society of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church of the Assumption in Perth Amboy 
to attend a Women's Evening of Prayer, 
with a Moleben honoring the Blessed 
Mother of God. Pastor, Rev. Ivan Turyk, 
co-celebrated the service, joined by 
homilist, Rev. Ihor Royik, pastor of Sts. 
Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church 
of Phoenixville, PA, and St. Michael 
Ukrainian Catholic Church of Pottstown, 
PA. Father's homily offered reflections on 
Mary, Our Example. Parishioners joined 
in prayer with other Catholic women from 
the surrounding area, most of whom are 
of the Latin Rite. The Women's Evening of 
Prayer is an outreach effort, now in its fifth 
year, by Assumption parish to introduce 
Latin Rite Catholics to the spiritual 
and cultural richness of the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church. Many guests in 
attendance had never participated in a 
service of this kind and admitted to having 
a very limited knowledge of the Eastern 
Catholic Churches in general. There were 
also a number of Protestant women who 
joined their Catholic sisters in prayer to 
the Blessed Mother of God. Following 
the Moleben, those in attendance were 
welcomed to complete the evening of 
prayer and fellowship by sharing a 
complimentary meal in the church hall. 

Rev. Ivan Turyk and Rev. Ihor Royik
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(continued on next page)
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SAINT BASIL ACADEMY Announces $1 Million Leadership Gift
from Mrs. Helena (Olijnyk) Mazur ‘61

 Principal of Saint 
Basil Academy, Mrs. 
Connie D’Angelo, with 
the SBA community, is 
proud to announce a 
$1 million Leadership 
Gift from Mrs. Helena 
(Olijnyk) Mazur ’61.  This 
generous gift, the largest 
single gift to Saint Basil 
Academy, will allow the 
Academy to promote new 
educational programs, 
to continue facility 
improvements, and to 
establish a Learning 
Commons Area.  The 
Learning Commons Area 
will be a new space 
providing an environment 
for collaboration 
and construction of 
knowledge for 21st 
century learning.  The 
proposed space is 
planned for completion 
August 2018.

  Mr. Leonard and 
Mrs. Helena Mazur were 
welcomed to Saint Basil 
Academy on Friday, May 
11, 2018 by Principal 
Mrs. D’Angelo, and all 
administrators, staff, 
and students, as well as 
numerous parents and 
alumnae.  Distinguished 
participants included 
Provincial Superior 
and President of the 
Advisory Board Sister 
Dorothy Ann Busowski, 
OSBM; Sisters of the 
Order of Saint Basil the 
Great; Most Reverend 

Bishop Andriy Rabiy; 
members of the Saint 
Basil Academy Advisory 
Board; SBA Institutional 
Advancement Consultant 
Rev. Joseph Campallone, 
OSFS; Manor College 
President Jonathan Peri; 
and representatives of 
community organizations.

 The Most Rev. 
Andriy Rabiy, Apostolic 
Administrator for 
the Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia, led the 
opening prayer to start the 
ceremony.  The prayerful 

mood continued into the 
musical performance by 
the SBA Concert Choir, 
under the direction 
of Sister Germaine 
Senita, accompanied by 
Khrystyna Yurchakevych. 
Master of Ceremonies 
Rev. Joseph Campallone, 
who has been invited to 
the Academy by Board 
President Sister Dorothy 
Ann Busowski, shared 
with the audience how his 
designated role, through 
the Office of Institutional 
Advancement, is aimed 
at helping Saint Basil 

Academy grow and 
thrive as a 21st Century 
educational institution.

 Mrs. Connie 
D’Angelo, who is 
completing her first year 
as Principal of Saint 
Basil Academy, returned 
to the Academy into the 
position of principal with 
a definite vision for the 
growth of the school.  
One aspect of this 
vision includes growing 

From left to right: Father Joseph Campallone, Most Rev. Bishop 
Andriy Rabiy, Mrs. Helena (Olijnyk) Mazur '61, Mr. Leonard 
Mazur, Mrs. Connie D'Angelo, Grace Comas (gr. 10), Juliana 
Gura (gr. 12).  (Photo: Joseph Bradley of Bradley Digital)

(continued on next page)
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the school’s ability to 
provide for students the 
opportunities to develop 
leadership skills that will 
position them to face 
the challenges and 
needs of communities 
of the global society in 
this new century. Mrs. 
D’Angelo expressed her 
extreme gratitude to Mrs. 
Mazur, who heard and 
understood her vision 
and responded with the 
extremely generous gift 
to make it possible.  

Mrs. Helena (Olijnyk) 
Mazur, Saint Basil 

SAINT BASIL ACADEMY Announces $1 Million Leadership Gift
from Mrs. Helena (Olijnyk) Mazur ‘61

Academy graduate of 
1961, has her own fond 
memories of her days 
at the Academy, as well 
as the relationships that 
were formed with the 
Sisters of Saint Basil and 
her classmates.  Both she 
and her husband have 
a strong commitment to 
Catholic education, and 
underscore the important 
role that their faith in God 
has played throughout 
their lives, and continues 
to do so.

Mr. Leonard Mazur, 
business entrepreneur, 

also shared his thoughts 
with the student body. 
Mr. Mazur stressed a 
few important truths 
to the girls, the first of 
which was perseverance.  
When you find a dream, 
pursue it, find ways of 
achieving it, and do not 
give up.  As Mr. Mazur 
expressed, “Failure is not 
an option.”  But he also 
stressed, on behalf of 
both his wife and himself, 
that the perseverance 
should be supported 
by consistent prayer, 
something that has been 
a stronghold throughout 

their lives.

 The Saint Basil 
Academy community 
is most grateful to Mr. 
and Mrs. Mazur for 
their generous gift to the 
school.  Their faith in the 
SBA vision for the future 
underscores the position 
that Saint Basil Academy 
holds in the community, 
as a developing beacon 
of 21st century learning.

Submitted by: Lesia 
Penkalskyj

 

Byzantine Church Supplies
Address: 810 North Franklin St.

Philadelphia, PA 19123
Phone: 215 -627-0660

Email: byzsupplies@yahoo.com
website: http://ukrcathedral.com/byzsup/
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.

com/byzantineChurchSupplies/
Store Manager - Mrs. Myroslava Demkiv

Saint Basil Academy is hosting Summer 
Sports Camps in Basketball, Volleyball and 
Soccer.  Registration is online only and the 
deadline is June 21.  For more information and 
to register, visit https://www.stbasilacademy.
org/athletics/summer-sports-camp/
Please contact the Athletic Director (215) 885-
6954 with questions.
Saint Basil Academy
711 Fox Chase Road
Jenkintown, PA  19046
www.stbasilacademy.org 
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PLEASE HELP US IMPROVE ACCESSIBILITY TO 
OUR CHANCERY

Thank You

You will recall that our Chancery moved into the former Cathedral school 
building, allowing for leasing out our former building to earn revenue for the 
archeparchy.  The original plan envisioned an addition to accommodate an 
elevator.  The cost was prohibitive – well in excess of $ 400,000 or more.  We 

Bishop Basil Losten   5,000.00
Archbishop Stefan Soroka  1,000.00
St. Nicholas Church-Passaic  1,000.00
Anonymous Donation  1,000.00
Fylypovych, Anrew & Christine 1,000.00
St. John The Baptist-Northampton 1,000.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Jersey City 800.00
St. Anne Church-Warrington   500.00
Presentation of Our Lord-Lansdale  500.00
Holy Family Shrine-Washington  500.00
St. Josaphat Church-Trenton   500.00
Anonymous Donation   500.00
St. Michael’s Church-Baltimore  300.00
Deychakiwsky, Yuri   250.00
Dochwat, Christina   250.00
Stek, Ann Marie   200.00
Pyrih, Lubomyr & Halyna   200.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Curtis Bay  200.00
Zahalak, Marta   200.00

St. Joachim & Anna,
    Front Royal VA 150.00
Front Royal Mission  135.00
Giffler, Lydia   100.00
Hewko, Christine  100.00
Hewko, Theodora  100.00
Olunuk, Stephen  100.00
Archbishop Stephen Sulyk 100.00
Samilo, Mr. & Mrs. Russell 100.00
Yavorsky, John  100.00
Holy Cross Monastery 100.00
Hiriak, Nicholas  100.00
Chaykowsky, Helen  100.00
Wilson, Michael & Rosaline 100.00
Hitchens, Maryellen   50.00
Hilt, David   50.00
Credi, Wagdi & Anna  50.00
Lohr, Robert & Susana  50.00
Talaga, P. Carol   25.00

Total Chair Lift Collection 
$16,510

Chair Lift Donations as of May 11, 2018

proceeded to adapt the school building and to transfer the Chancery without providing for an elevator.  
So as to provide for those who need assistance to visit our offices, we are installing two chair lifts at 
a total cost of $ 25,000.  One will provide for access to the main floor at the front entrance from the 
parking lot.  The second will provide access to the top floor offices via the wide stairway on the 8th 
Street side of the building.  This will assist in providing for persons who need assistance ascending 
between the floors.  It is important that everyone feels welcome and able to visit our Chancery offices.  
We humbly ask your help in meeting this cost.  Your contribution will assist in meeting the cost while 
at the same time, indicate your support for ensuring that physically challenged people are welcomed 
equally in the Chancery.  God bless you for your concern, and for your anticipated understanding 
and generous assistance.  Your donation can be sent to the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia, 810 N Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123.  Thank-you!

+ Stefan Soroka, Metropolitan-Archbishop
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64th Holy Dormition (Assumption) Pilgrimage 
August 11 – 12, 2018 

Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate 
St. Mary’s Villa / Sloatsburg, New York 

Theme: Mary, our Model of Prayer 
“Do Whatever He Tells You…” 

Saturday, August 11th   
12:00 pm Food Available at Pavilion 
 1:00 pm  Akathist to the Mother of God – Rev. Ihor Vorontsov – St. Mary’s Chapel 
 1:00 pm  Children’s Activity – Sr. Eliane, SSMI – Inside Terrace 
 2:00 pm  Presentation - Very Rev. John S. Custer SSL, STD - Gallery 
 3:30 pm  Blessing of the Sick – Grotto steps and St. Mary’s Chapel 
                 Blessing of Religious Articles – front of St. Joseph’s Home 
 5:00 pm  Divine Liturgy – Most Rev. William Skurla, D.D.- Metropolitan of Pittsburgh-Grotto   
                 Blessing of Holy Water at St. Mary’s fountain 
                 Choir: St. Mary’s Byzantine Catholic Church – Hillsborough, NJ 
 7:30 pm   Panakhyda – Blessed Mother’s Circle in front of St. Mary’s Villa 
 8:00 pm   Moleben to the Mother of God with candlelight procession - Grotto 
                 Most Rev. Kurt Burnette – Bishop of Passaic Eparchy -  main celebrant / homilist                                                      

Sunday, August 12th   
       *Confessions will be available through the day beginning at 8:00 am 
  8:30 am    Materi Molitvy / Mothers in Prayer – Rosary / Singing – St. Mary’s Chapel 
10:30 am   Pontifical Divine Liturgy with procession to the Grotto - blessing of flowers 
                   His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk – Celebrant and Homilist 
                   His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan – Archbishop of New York   
                   Most Rev. Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, Bishop of the Eparchy of Stamford  
                   Most Rev. Bohdan Danylo – Bishop of the Eparchy of Parma  
                   Most Rev. Benedict Aleksiychuk – Bishop of the Eparchy of Chicago 
                   Most Rev. Andriy Rabiy – Apostolic Administrator -  Archeparchy of Philadelphia                 
                   Most Rev. John Bura – Auxiliary Bishop of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia  
                   Most Rev. Stefan Soroka, Metropolitan Archbishop Emeritus - Philadelphia 
                   Most Rev. Basil Losten, Bishop Emeritus of the Eparchy of Stamford 
                   Master of Ceremonies – Fr. Taras Chaparin 
                  Choir: St. George – New York City, NY  
1:30 pm     Blessing of the Sick – Grotto steps 
                  Blessing of Religious Articles  - front of St. Joseph’s Home 
2:00 pm    Presentation – V. Rev. Archpriest Ivan Kaszczak – Inside Terrace 
2:30 pm    Stations of the Cross – Basilian Father 
2:45 pm    Activity  for Children  - Sr. Eliane - Inside Terrace 
                  Forum with His Beatitude Sviatoslav with the youth and young adults - Gallery 
3:30 pm    Moleben to the Mother of God – Grotto altar – Bishop Andriy Rabiy 
                  Blessing of cars and buses – Fr. Ivan Tyhovyc 
Exhibit: Cardinal Josyf Slipyi-50th Anniversary of his first pastoral visit to the United States 

Rt. Rev. Mitred Msgr. John Terlecky - Pilgrimage Spiritual Moderator 
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Save The Date 2018 
 
 
MAY 23  SPRING CLERGY CONFERENCE AT THE CHANCERY IN PHILADELPHIA BEGINNING AT 9:30 AM 
 
JUNE 10 JUNE 10TH, 2018; 3:00 PM, UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, 

PHILADELPHIA, PA; MOLEBEN TO THE MOTHER OF GOD WITH PRAISE, GRATITUDE AND 
THANKSGIVING TO GOD FOR BLESSING THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA 
WITH THE MOST REVEREND STEFAN SOROKA ARCHBISHOP EMERITUS AND HIS DEDICATED YEARS OF 
SERVICE IN THE VINEYARD OF THE LORD.  YOU ARE INVITED TO A RECEPTION FOLLOWING THE 
MOLEBEN IN THE CATHEDRAL HALL WITH RELIGIOUS AND FAITHFUL 

 
JULY 29  84TH ANNUAL SEMINARY UKRAINIAN DAY, SOUTH ANTHRACITE DEANERY AT MINERSVILLE, PA  

11:00 AM HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY FOLLOWED BY FESTIVAL FEATURING UKRAINIAN FOLK  
DANCERS, LIVE DANCE MUSIC, UKRAINIAN FOODS, CRAFTS AND VENDORS 

 
AUGUST 12  ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE OF DORMITION OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, SLOATSBURG, NY, HOSTED BY THE 

SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE  
 

AUGUST 18, 19 UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL AT UKRAINIAN HOMESTEAD, LEHIGHTON, PA 

AUGUST 26  3RD ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE AT ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, CENTRALIA, PA  

 
SEPT. 17-20   UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CLERGY OF PHILADELPHIA RETREAT, LONG BRANCH, NJ  
 
SEPT. 20-22  CONGRESS OF EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES ON DIACONATE, SCRANTON, PA. 
 
SEPT. 30   100TH ANNIVERSARY ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, BETHLEHEM, PA. 
 
SEPT. 30  ARCHIEPARCHIAL PILGRIMAGE OF FEAST OF PROTECTION OF MOTHER OF GOD, MONASTERY  
  GROUNDS OF THE ORDER OF SISTERS OF ST. BASIL, FOX CHASE, PA.   DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM;  
  MOLEBEN AT 4:00 PM  
 
OCTOBER 28   100TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. VLADIMIR UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, PALMERTON, PA. 
 
NOVEMBER 4 BLESSING OF NEW ICONOSTASIS AT ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH,  
  WHIPPANY, NJ, 11 AM HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY 
 
DECEMBER 9   ANNUAL DIVINE LITURGY OF THANKSGIVING FOR BENEFACTORS OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA, UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION, PHILADELPHIA. 

 
DECEMBER 9   PRAZNYK OR FEAST DAY OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION,  
  PHILADELPHIA. 
 
DECEMBER 25 CHRISTMAS - NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST.   YOUR PRAYERFUL PARTICIPATION  
  IN THE DIVINE LITURGY IS YOUR BEST GIFT TO JESUS, TO YOURSELF AND TO OTHERS! 
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The Icon and Relics of 
Blessed Bishop-Martyr 

Mykola Charnetsky, 
CSs.R will be venerated 

in the parishes of 
the Lehigh-Schuylkill 

Deanery of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia from March 

26, 2018 to June 4, 2018.  
The schedule is listed 

below.
May 14-21

Presentation of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church
1564 Allentown Road

Lansdale, Pa.
For more information phone 215-343-0779

May 21- May 27
St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church

427 West Walnut Street 
Pottstown, Pa.

For more information phone 610-933-5453
 

May 27- June 4
Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church

472 Emmett Street
Phoenixville, Pa.

For more information phone 610-933-5453 

The Replica of the 
Shroud of Turin will 
be on display in the 
following locations 

as listed.

May 11-May 28, 2018
Transfiguration of Our 
Lord Ukrainian Catholic 

Church
240 Center Street

Nanticoke, Pa. 18634
For more information 
phone 570-735-2262

Sunday, September 
30, 2018

Annual  Pilgrimage to the 
Mother of God

Sisters of St. Basil the 
Great 

710 Fox Chase Road
Fox Chase Manor, Pa. 

19046
For more information 
phone 215-780-1227

Transfiguration of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church, Nanticoke, PA

 A full-sized replica of the Shroud of Turin will be on 
display for two weeks at Transfiguration of Our Lord Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, in the Hanover Section of Nanticoke, from 
May 14 through May 28, 2018.  

 The public is welcome for visitation and prayer at the 
church during open times over the course of the shroud’s 
display.  Information about the history and the scientific 
study of the Shroud of Turin will be shared with visitors.  The 
detailed daily schedule for The Shroud of Turin visitation is at 
the church’s website, www.transfigurationucc.org.  

Classes or groups that are interested in a private presentation 
on the Shroud are welcome to call Father Walter, at 570-735-
2262 to schedule a visit. Transfiguration Church is located at 
240 Center Street, Hanover Section, Nanticoke.



TWENTY-NINETH ANNUAL UKRAINIAN AMERICAN HERITAGE 
FOUNDATION FOLK DANCE WORKSHOP IN LEHIGHTON

 The 29th annual Ukrainian Folk Dance 
Workshop, sponsored by the Ukrainian American 
Heritage Foundation of the Lower Anthracite Region 
(UAHF) will be held at the Ukrainian Homestead 
of CEC, ODWU, Inc.,1230 Beaver Run Drive in 
Lehighton, PA from Monday, July 2 through Friday, 
July 6, 2018.  The camp runs daily from 10 AM to 
4 PM and includes dance instruction, folk singing, 
sports, crafts and swimming.  Beginner instruction is 
offered to children ages 5 and up and advanced 
workshop instruction is available for experienced 
dancers ages eleven through adult.  The workshop 
is under the artistic direction of Pennsylvania Master 

Byzantine Liturgy at 
St. Jude The Apostle  

Roman Catholic Church 
in Lewes, DE

Rev. Volodymyr Klanichka pastor 
of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic 
Church will celebrate Divine 
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 
at St. Jude The Apostle Roman 
Catholic Church, Lewes, DE at 
4:30 PM on Sundays: June 24, 
July 29 and August 26, 2018. 
(Last Sunday of the month during 
June, July, and August.) 

St. Jude The Apostle Roman 
Catholic Church is located at 152 
Tulip Drive, Lewes, DE 19958. For 
more information, please call at 
302 7625511.

Artist Andrij Dobriansky.  Roman Mykyta formerly of the Maryland Ballet will serve as assistant instructor.

 The camp will conclude with a performance on Saturday, July 7 at 7 PM.  The performance is open 
to the public free of charge.  For more information on the camp, contact Paula Holoviak at (570) 708-1992 
or Sandra Duda at (610) 377-7750 or email holoviak@kutztown.edu.  Forms and information are also 
available on-line at www.kazkaensemble.org.

Photo: Hopak from the Camp Finale Performance
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Basilian Spirituality 
Center hosts fourth class
“What Shall We Teach 

Them?” Catechist 
Formation Program

“What Shall We Teach Them - Life and 
Worship” was the fourth class in a series 
held at the Basilian Spiritual Center, 
Jenkintown, PA with Sr. Ann Laszok, 
OSBM on April 28, 2018. The first three 
classes of the series were held on January 
20, January 27, and April 21, 2018. 
There were a variety of topics addressed 
during the class. Two of the topics that 
were interesting to the class was learning 
about the names of the sections of the 
church (like the “Nave” is where the faithful 
gather) and learning about the Iconostas.  
Sr. Ann Laszok hopes to continue the 
Catechism Class series in the Fall 2018.  
(Photos: Teresa Siwak)
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Pentecost

“We have seen the true light, we have 
received the Heavenly Spirit, we have found 

the true faith, we worship the undivided 
Trinity, for It has saved us.”

(Stichera of Solemn Vespers of the Feast of 
the Pentecost)

One of the great Feasts in the Eastern 
Churches is Pentecost - The Descent of the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus the Son of God asks the 
Father to send the Spirit.  The sending of 
the  Holy Spirit is the seal on the work of the 
salvation of the human race accomplished 
by the Son of God. On that day of Pentecost 
the Holy Spirit Himself anoints the Apostles 
to be preachers of the Good News of Christ. On this very day the Church was born, came into being and 
Christ’s mission of salvation continues to the end time.. The Holy Spirit ever guides, enlightens, sanctifies and 
preserves the Church on the path of truth.

The Second Vatican Council speaks about the significance of this Feast:  “The Spirit dwells in the Church 
and in the hearts of the faithful, as in a temple. In them, He prays on their behalf and bears witness to the 
fact that they are adopted sons … By the power of the Gospel He makes the Church keep the freshness 
of youth. Uninterruptedly, He renews it and leads it to perfect union with its Spouse(Christ)” (Constitution on 
the Church,§4).” 

``Pentecost in the early Church was to commemorate the event of the Descent of the Holy Spirit upon the 
Apostles.  The Feast was  such a joyous, solemn and significant occasion, that they Pentecost on the same 
level with the Feasts of the Resurrection and the Nativity of Our Lord. 

The liturgy of this day is full of joy and praise of the Holy Spirit and the Holy Trinity. “Come all you nations,” 
we sing in the stichera from the Vespers service of this feast, “let us worship the Divinity in Three Persons, 
the Son in the Father with the Holy Spirit. The Father from eternity had begotten the Son, co-eternal and 
co-reigning with him; and the Holy spirit was in the Father, glorified with the Son – one Power, one Being, 
one Substance, one Godhead, which we all worship, saying: ‘Holy God – who created everything through 
the Son with help of the Holy Spirit; Holy Mighty One – through whom we knew the Father, and through 
whom the Holy Spirit came to the world; Holy Immortal One – Spirit, Comforter, who proceeds from the 
Father and rests in the Son, O Holy Trinity, glory be to you.’”

Adapted from 
 A Byzantine Rite Liturgical Year (Fr. Julian Katrij, OSBM)

“Parishes only grow when people are welcomed and heard.” – Pope Francis
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His Beatitude Sviatoslav blesses the Patriarchal 
administrative center of the UGCC in Kyiv

Monday, 07 May 2018

His Beatitude Sviatoslav, 
the Father and Head 
of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church, 
sanctified and opened 
the premises of the 
Patriarchal Administrative 
Center of the UGCC in 
Kyiv on May 7, 2018. 

At the consecration 
were: Bishop Volodymyr 
(Vitjyshyn), Metropolitan 
of Ivano-Frankivsk, 
patriarchal economist 
of the UGCC; Bishop 
Bohdan (Dzyurakh), 
secretary of the Synod 
of Bishops of the UGCC; 
Bishop Josyph (Milian), 
Assistant Bishop of the 
Kyiv Archdiocese of 
the UGCC; Mr. Roman 
Vashchuk, Ambassador 
Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of 
Canada to Ukraine; 
philanthropists and 
donors; members of 
Parliament; all clergy of 
the Kyiv Archeparchy 
and employees of the 
Patriarchal Curia.

"Today we are 
experiencing without 
exaggeration a historic 
moment. This moment 
can be compared 
only with the event of 
consecration of the 
Patriarchal Cathedral 
of Christ's Resurrection 

in Kyiv five years ago," 
stressed the Head of the 
UGCC.

His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
recalled what a strange 
God's plan was. "Five 
years ago we celebrated 
the 1025th anniversary 
of the Baptism of 
Rus’-Ukraine. And the 
Patriarchal Cathedral 
was consecrated. This 
year we celebrate 1030 
years of Rus’-Ukraine. 
And here, on the banks of 
the old Dnieper, we are 
sanctifying the Patriarchal 
administrative center, 
which truly becomes 
the heart of the entire 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church in Ukraine and 
in settlements. People 
see a coincidence of 
circumstances, and 

believers - God's 
Providenсe. And 
through these events, 
the circumstances, the 
people, whom the Lord 
gathered here, He 
is trying to reveal, to 
explain to us His plan, "- 
added the Primate.

According to the Head 
of the Church, the plan 
of the great builder of 
this Patriarchal Center - 
His Beatitude Lubomyr 
- is also embodied in 
life. For he saw the 
Patriarchal Cathedral 
and the Administrative 
Center as a whole.

The Primate said that 
the Church issues many 
letters, decrees, and 
epistles, which are 
signed: it was given in 

Kyiv, at the Patriarchal 
Cathedral of the 
Resurrection of Christ. 
"Many people who read 
this, ask themselves, 
“where is it given, where 
is the place near the 
Patriarchal Cathedral, 
where it is all born? 
And today we can say 
it's right here, " said His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav.

"Today, without 
exaggeration, we open 
the doors of the parental 
home - the door of the 
Father and Head of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church. Today, we thank 
God first of all for giving 
us this gift today. We 
will hug each son and 
daughter of our Church 

(continued on next page)
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here, who will come to 
the father's house ", - 
said the spiritual leader 
of the Greek Catholics.
In his opinion, this house 
should become a place 
not only where decisions 
are made. "This should 
not only be the place," 
said the Head of the 
Church, "where, in fact, 
our Church is going to 
be administered. This 
is not only the place 
where all the executive 
structures of our Church 
will be located, including 
the central ones here, in 
Kyiv. First of all, this is a 
space for communication 
and meeting."

"I would very much want 
everyone who crosses 
the threshold of this 
house to come here with 
hope. Let people come 
with hope that gives them 
an opportunity to see the 
future, build prospects 
and build our lives in 
the hope of the Lord our 
God, Who, through our 
common work, will speak 

to us," said His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav.

The Head of the Church 
expressed the joy that 
now all the employees of 
the Patriarchal Curia and 
the Kyiv Archeparchy will 
work together, and will 
not be scattered around 
different parts of Kyiv. 
Also, the Head of the 
UGCC will be under the 
same roof on day and 
night.

The Primate made a word 
of great gratitude to all 
those who gave us this 
house, which we sanctify 
today. "Today I go with 
prayer to different parts 
of the globe. Because we 
know that this Patriarchal 
Cathedral and this house 
were built by our people 
who live in different 
parts of the world. I 
think that the presence 
of H.E. Аmbassador of 
Canada  today between 
us is a sign of great 
collaboration not only of 
Ukrainians in Canada, 

but of the whole world, 
so that we сould have 
this house," said the 
Bishop.

He also thanked all 
those who tirelessly 
biult the house. In 
particular, the Primate 
thanked Fr. Peter Fedіuk, 
who represents the 
construction directorate 
that built this building.
Especially he thanked 
the Lviv company 
"Riel", which, de 
facto, completed the 
construction.

Also, the Primate 
remembered with 
gratitude all those who, 
by labor, prayer, advice, 
and contacts with various 
local authorities helped 
to advance this day.
He also thanked the 
Metropolitan Volodymyr, 
who made a lot of effort 
to bring forward this day. 
In addition, the Head 
of the Church thanked 
the Bishop Josyph and 
Bishop Bohdan, who, 

His Beatitude Sviatoslav blesses the Patriarchal 
administrative center of the UGCC in Kyiv

(continued from previous page)

not only with their own 
hands, but also with their 
heart, handed in the 
erection of this house.

"May the Lord our God 
reward all of you. And 
those who enter these 
premises, remember 
that someone gave you 
them with a certain task, 
with a certain mission. 
Every day, we must ask 
God to reveal His plan 
regarding our work 
and fulfil it together 
with our Lord. Let the 
merciful Lord dwell in 
this house today," said 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav.

Department of 
Information of the UGCC

http://news.ugcc.ua/
en/news/ the_head_
of_the_ugcc_blessed_
t h e _ p a t r i a r c h a l _
administrative_center_
o f _ t h e _ u g c c _ i n _
kyiv_82712.html

On Sunday, May 6th, the whole church community 
congratulated His Beatitude Sviatoslav on his birthday

Sunday, 06 May 2018
 
On May 5, 2018, the 
Father and Head of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, His Beatitude 

Sviatoslav celebrated his 
48th birthday. 

"On this occasion, 
we want to warmly 
congratulate you on 

this wonderful day 
of grace for you 
personally, but also for 
our Church and for our 
people," said Bishop 
B o h da n ( D z y u r a k h ) , 

secretary of the Synod 
of Bishops of the UGCC, 
during Liturgy at the 

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

Patriarchal Cathedral 
of the Resurrection of 
Christ.

"With birth," said the 
Bishop, "the word" 
vocation " is associated. 
We say that the Lord our 
God calls for life. And 
He called you through 
your parents. And then 
there are new vocations. 
To the priesthood call, 
in your case, to the 
episcopal ministry, and 
later – to the patriarchal 
ministry. "

"These vocations are very 
important because they 
have a great influence 
on the life of people 

On Sunday, May 6th, the whole church community 
congratulated His Beatitude Sviatoslav on his birthday

and on the life of the 
Church. Sometimes even 
on a global scale," said 
Bishop Bohdan.

In Wikipedia, the Bishop 
said, it is written that 
His Beatitude Svyatoslav 
was born 48 years ago 
in the city of Stryi. "The 
Beatitude was born. 
A Little child, and yet - 
the Beatitude was born. 
On this child, God had 
already bestowed great 
gifts, great vocations, 
great graces. And you, 
step by step, really use 
these gifts for the glory 
and goodness of our 
people and the Church 
", - says Bishop Bohdan. 

"Thank you sincerely, 
that you so wisely and 
with God’s fear affirm 
in our people the truth 
of God and the love of 
God", - the secretary of 
the Synod thanked the 
Head of the UGCC.

But, in his opinion, there 
is still the most important 
vocation - a call to 
holiness. "We carry it 
out every day. And we 
sincerely wish that you 
could fulfil this most 
important vocation in 
your life during the time 
given to you by God. 
Let us assure you of our 
support, our sincerity 
and our love. God's 

blessing, good health, 
peace, joy, strength and 
grace of the Holy Spirit, 
Your Beatitude, for many 
years to come! "- wished 
Bishop Bohdan to His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav.
 
Department of 
Information of the UGCC

h t t p : / / n e w s . u g c c .
u a / e n / n e w s / o n _
sunday_ t he_who l e_
chu r c h_ commun i t y _
cong r a t u l a t e d _ h i s _
beatitude_svyatoslav_
on_his_birthday_82711.
html

Relic claimed to be bone from St Clement rescued from 
rubbish collection bin

3 May 2018

Fragment linked to 
pope martyred almost 
2,000 years ago found 
after rubbish collection 
run in central London, 
“The Guardian” 
informs. (https://www.
theguardian.com/uk-
news/2018/may/01/
re l i c - c la imed- to -be -
bone-from-st-clement-
rescued-from-the-bin)

A small leather case 
containing a fragment 

of bone claimed to be 
a relic of St Clement, a 
pope who was martyred 
almost 2,000 years 
ago, has been found in 
rubbish collected from 
central London.

The waste disposal firm 
is now appealing for 
suggestions from the 
public for a more suitable 
final resting place for a 
saint than a bin.

The box, originally 
sealed with red wax 

and tied with crimson 
cords, contained a scrap 
of bone under a glass 
dome, with a faded 
strip of paper labelling 

it “Oss. S Clementis” – 
bone of St Clement.
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St Clement is a somewhat 
obscure figure, and 
details of his life are 
hazy and contradictory. 
However, he is said to 
have been martyred 
around the year 100 
– just short of his own 
centenary – by the 
Roman emperor Trajan, 
by being tied to an 
anchor and thrown into 
the sea off the Crimea: 
his fate made him a 
patron saint of mariners.

The little box ended 
up in the hands of the 
Enviro Waste firm, which 
collects both commercial 
and domestic waste. 
The case was found 
after a run that included 

Relic claimed to be bone from St Clement rescued from 
rubbish collection bin

(continued from previous page)

several different sites in 
central London, and so 
the firm cannot pinpoint 
where the relic came 
from. It was spotted 
when employees were 
sorting through the load 
to separate out anything 
that could be recycled.

The firm has now created 
a form on its blog, which 
is usually concerned with 
vital topics including the 
handling of hazardous 
waste and the proposal 
for a deposit return 
scheme for plastic 
bottles, inviting the public 
to suggest where the 
relic should go next.

James Rubin, the 

firm’s owner and chief 
executive, described the 
relic as “an important 
piece of history” which 
deserves an appropriate 
home.
“You can imagine our 
amazement when we 
realised our clearance 
teams had found bone 
belonging to a pope – 
it’s not something you 
expect to see, even in our 
line of work. We often 
come across some weird 
and wonderful things on 
clearances,” he said.

The cult of relics, and 
the flourishing medieval 
trade in fakes, was one 
of the abuses which led 
to the Reformation, but 

genuine relics, often 
believed by the faithful 
to be miracle working, 
were cherished and 
passed on for centuries.

The church of San 
Clemente in Rome is 
said to have been built 
over the foundations of 
the saint’s house, and 
an abbey at Abruzzo, in 
central Italy, still claims to 
hold most of Clement’s 
remains in a marble 
chest.

Adapted from an article 
on: https://risu.org.ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
world_news/71019

The State Of New York Recognized The Holodomor As 
Genocide Of The Ukrainian People

4 May 2018

One more state of the USA joined in the recognition of the Holodomor as genocide of Ukrainians
The Senate and Assembly of the U.S. state of new York recognized the Holodomor 1932-1933 genocide 
against the Ukrainian people.

This is stated in the joint resolution to the 85-th anniversary of the tragedy, reported in the Embassy of 
Ukraine in the United States.

For today the famine in Ukraine is recognized as genocide in nine States: Washington, Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Oregon and Pennsylvania.

https://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/ukraine_and_world/international_relations/71037/4
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Authorities and heads of Ukrainian Churches participate in 
“First Minutes of Peace” action

9 May 2018

On May 8, 23:00, 
the memorial complex 
“National Museum of 
Ukrainian History in the 
Second World War”, 
hosted the event "First 
Minute of Peace.”

Together with the Head 
of State, representatives 
of the All-Ukrainian 
Council of Churches and 
Religious Organizations, 
families of the Heroes 
of Heaven’s Hundred, 
the heroes of the 
present - Ukrainian 
soldiers who defended 
Ukraine against Russian 
aggression, government 
officials, representatives 
of the Presidential 
Administration, and the 
public participated in the 
action.
 
Petro Poroshenko noted 
that "today, Ukraine, 
along with other 
democratic states and 
peoples, commemorates 
all those deceased 
during the Second World 
War.
 
Russia celebrates the 
Victory Day in a militaristic 
frenzy, aggressively 
opposing the whole 
world, while we, on 
these days, together 
with all of Europe, 
honor the memory of 

the deceased.” “For 
them this war was won 
by Stalin. We think 
this war was won by 
people. As all post-war 
decades have proved, 
they need the victory 
over Hitler to conquer 
other countries. And the 
“liberators” either forgot 
to leave the liberated 
territories, or from time 
to time they broke in 
there on the tanks, as 
in Hungary at fifty-six, 
as in Czechoslovakia 
in the sixty-eighth. And 
we needed only our 
own freedom, our own 
independence, which 
we eventually got 46 
years after the victory,” 
he said. He added that 
“they are celebrating 
in a militaristic frenzy, 
aggressively opposing 
the whole world, while 
we celebrate together 
with all of Europe.”
 
We say: “Never again.” 
They say: “We can 
repeat”. And this is not 

vain rhetoric, but a real 
cluttering of weapons, 
including the intimidation 
of Western countries by 
a nuclear strike,” said 
the President.
 
"The perpetual human 
memory of the enormous 
victims of the Second 
World War, of thousands 
of damaged cities and 
tens of thousands of 
burnt villages once again 
warns the world against 
the danger of repeating 
such a catastrophe,” the 
President said, adding 
that "every year, real 
witnesses of that war 
are getting everything 
less, and the youngest 
participants in those 
hostilities are in their 
nineties.”
 
“Today we proudly 
honor our most 
respected citizens - the 
people of this older, 
legendary generation ... 
The soldiers of all the 
armies who defeated 

Nazis, members of the 
Ukrainian liberation 
movement, rear workers, 
war children and martyrs 
of the Nazi persecution, 
all who survived the 
inhuman war of war,” 
said the President 
and congratulated 
everyone on the Day 
of Remembrance and 
Reconciliation and the 
Day of Victory over 
Nazism in the Second 
World War.

The Head of State wished 
the whole world. “It is 
precisely on these days 
when it becomes very 
clear that for the country 
the wishes of peace 
are essential - as well 
as the wishes of health 
for a person,” Petro 
Poroshenko summed up.

https://risu.org.ua/en/
index/all_news/state/
na t i o na l _ r e l i g i o u s _
question/71083
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(continued on next page)

His Beatitude Sviatoslav for Mother's Day in Athens: 
The Church is your mother who loves you, cares for you, 

prays and never forgets you

Tuesday, 15 May 2018
 
On Mother’s Day, the 
Head of the UGCC, 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav, 
led the Liturgy in the 
Temple of the Holy 
Trinity of the Greek 
Catholic Exarchate in 
Greece on the occasion 
of celebrating the 20th 
anniversary of setting 
up the Ukrainian church 
community in Athens. 

Together with His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav, the 
Liturgy celebrated: Exarch 
for Greek Catholics in 
Greece Bishop Manuel 
Nin, Apostolic Nuncio 
in Greece Archbishop 
Savio Hon Thai Fay, 
Exarch Emeritus for 
Catholics of the 
Byzantine Rite in Greece 
Dimitrios Salahas, Head 
of Pastoral-Migration 
Department (PMD) 
Bishop Josyph (Milian), 
pastor for Ukrainian 
Greek Catholics of 
Greece Fr. Andriy 
Tverdokhlib, secretary of 
the PMD Andy Gah and 
others.

After the Liturgy, His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav 
spoke to the Ukrainians 
of Athens and 
congratulated all those 
present on the Mother's 
Day.

"I am thinking about 
the words of one of 
the Fathers of Church, 
who, in the long days of 
persecution of Christians 
in the Roman Empire, said 
the following phrase:" 
No one can have God 
for his Father if he does 
not have a Church for his 
mother. " I think the early 
Christians who were 
persecuted for their faith 
felt that the Church was 
their beloved mother, 
who rescues them, hugs 
them, returns them hope, 
and gives them light in 
the earthly life. Today we 
celebrate Mother's Day. 
First of all, I would like us 

to celebrate the feast of 
our mother, the Church 
of the UGCC. She is 
your mother who loves 
you, who cares for you, 
prays and never forgets 
you!" said the Father and 
the Head of the UGCC.

"I want to greet all the 
women with this day and 
sincerely bow to you. Let 
each of us now remember 
the face of our Mother. If 
she is already in heaven, 
with God, recall her face 
and thank her for giving 
her life. If Mom is near 
you - hug her and let her 
feel that her child loves 
her and respects her 

motherhood. If Mom is in 
Ukraine - call her and say 
the words of gratitude 
on this day. And if you 
are the Mother who 
went abroad to make 
money for the sake of 
the future of her children, 
I want to be the voice 
of your children and 
say: "Mummy, I thank 
you sincerely," said His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav to 
the women present.

The Head of the UGCC 
noted that Mother gave 
life to each of us and 
opened the whole world. 
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"St. John Chrysostom, 
the Golden Mouth, says: 
parents - dad and mom 
- must open  the doors 
of eternal life for their 
children, to give them 
not only the earth, but 
also heavens. Therefore, 
the mother is usually 
the person who taught 
us to believe in God. 
Mom or grandmother 
are those who showed 
us how to make а sign 
of the cross. From them 
we learned to pray. 
And I want to thank the 
Ukrainian Mother, who is 

His Beatitude Sviatoslav for Mother's Day in Athens: 
The Church is your mother who loves you, cares for you, 

prays and never forgets you

a teacher of faith for her 
children. Thank you for 
teaching your children 
and grandchildren to 
believe in God and for 
passing down your faith 
to the next generations! 
"- said the Head of the 
UGCC.

The Head of the UGCC 
added that we use the 
term "mother tongue". 
This is the language our 
mother spoke to each 
of us. His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav thanked those 
mothers who, even far 

from Ukraine, are doing 
everything to ensure that 
the Ukrainian language 
will always be the 
mother tongue of their 
children. "Through your 
word to your children, 
you do everything 
that even beyond the 
boundaries of our native 
land, Ukraine becomes a 
mother for our children 
and grandchildren 
all over the world!" - 
addressed the mothers, 
who were present there, 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav.

After the speech of the 
Head of the UGCC in 
Athens, a festive concert 
with the participation of 
the People’s  Artist of 
Ukraine Oksana Bilozir 
and local bands began.

http://news.ugcc.ua/en/
photo/the_head_of_the_
ugcc_for_mothers_day_
in_athens_the_church_
is_your_mother_who_
loves_you_cares_for_
you_prays_and_never_
forgets_you_82789.html

Bishop Borys Gudziak awarded 
with a honorary doctorate of 

Syracuse University
14 May 2018

On Sunday, May 13th, Syracuse University awarded its 
honorary doctorate (Honoris Causa) to His Excellency 
Bishop Borys Gudziak, the President of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University and Bishop of the Eparchy of St. 
Volodymyr the Great in Paris, in recognition for his 
“vision of freedom and love of humanity” and for his 
courageous leadership in defying tyranny and standing 
with his students during the Revolution of Dignity in 
2014.  Bishop Gudziak received his undergraduate 
degree from Syracuse University in 1980.  The 
honorary doctorate was awarded by the Chancellor of 
Syracuse University, Dr. Kent Syverud during the 2018 
Commencement exercises at Syracuse University. 

(continued on next page)
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Bishop Borys Gudziak awarded with a honorary doctorate 
of Syracuse University

The citation read as 
follows:

Bishop Borys Gudziak
Doctor of Humane 
Letters, honoris causa

Bishop Borys Gudziak, 
higher education leader, 
teacher-scholar, social 
visionary. Your vision of 
freedom and love for 
humanity has helped 
uplift a university, a 
church, a country, and 
its people—and set an 

inspiring example for the 
world.

You have worked 
tirelessly to revive a 
suppressed university 
in Ukraine after the fall 
of the Soviet Union. As 
president of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University, you 
have helped create a 
contemporary, innovative 
institution known for its 
international reach and 
social responsibility, and 
centered its identity on 

those marginalized by 
society and the martyrs 
who suffered under 
tyranny.

In support of human 
dignity and freedom, you 
have championed and 
stood with your students 
and with all Ukrainians 
in the revolution to 
overthrow the country’s 
corrupt leadership in 
2014—and continue to 
stand with them in the 
ongoing turmoil.

We are pleased to honor 
you for your tremendous 
courage and leadership, 
helping to reinvigorate 
a university and faith 
community and providing 
a moral center for a 
country as you work for 
peace, reconciliation, 
and healing.

https://risu.org.ua/en/
index/all_news/culture/
theology/71140/

We count on you, Ukrainians, Secretary General of (CCEE) 
during his visit to Kyiv

14 May 2018

The visit of the Secretary 
General of the Council of 
the Bishops' Conferences 
of Europe (CCEE) to 
Ukraine, Monsignor 
Duarte da Cunha, is 
underway. The visit takes 
place on the initiative 
of Monsignor Duarte at 
the invitation of Bishop 
Bohdan (Dzurakh), 
Secretary of the Synod 
of Bishops of the UGCC.

According to the 
Department of 
Information of the 
UGCC, on May 12, the 
guest had a working 
meeting with Hanna 

Hopko, Chairman of 
the Verkhovna Rada 
Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. They spoke 
about the socio-political 
situation in Ukraine, in 
particular the challenges 
associated with military 
aggression in eastern 
Ukraine and the role 
of the Churches in 
solving humanitarian 
issues caused by the 
war. The Secretary 
General of the CCEE 
assured of the continued 
solidarity of the Catholic 
Bishops' Conferences 
of Europe with the 
people of Ukraine and 
expressed admiration 
for the sacrifices and 

determination to 
protect the Christian 
and universal human 
values that found their 
manifestation in the 
Revolution of Dignity.
 
Hanna Hopko 
emphasized the 
important role of the 
"Pope for Ukraine" 
Initiative, which involved 
Catholic parishes 
throughout Europe and 
which provides real 
aid to people affected 
by war in Ukraine. She 
called for further support 
in the liberation of 
Ukrainian prisoners, the 
observance of the rights 
of religious communities 

in the occupied territories, 
as well as the reporting 
of the truth about the 
events in Ukraine to 
Western politicians and 
societies.
 
The parties devoted 
an important part of 
the meeting to the 
issues of protecting 
traditional values, 
promoting the family and 
reconciliation process, 
and overcoming the 
consequences of severe 
injuries experienced 
by combatants and 
residents of the territories 
adjacent to the hostilities 
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zone. Remembering 
the 85th anniversary of 
the Holodomor, Hanna 
Hopko mentioned 
Portugal's gesture 
of appreciation and 
gratitude, which, last 
year, recognized 
the Holodomor as a 
genocide against the 
Ukrainian people. For 
his part, the Secretary 
General of the CCEE, 
a Portuguese national, 

We count on you, Ukrainians, Secretary General of (CCEE) 
during his visit to Kyiv

(continued from previous page)

noted that despite this 
act, Europe still faces a 
great lack of objective 
knowledge of this 
tragedy of the Ukrainian 
people.
 
At the end of the meeting 
Fr. Duarte da Cunha 
expressed his belief that 
Ukraine should not be 
allowed to become a 
victim of the cynicism and 
selfishness of the rich and 

powerful of this world, 
while at the price of such 
incredible sacrifices it 
protects values that are 
important for the whole 
European community. 
"We are counting on you, 
Ukrainians,” - Fr. Duarte 
da Cunha said at the end 
of the meeting – “that 
you not only defend, but 
also distribute the values 
in Europe.”
 

On the same day, a 
guest from the Council of 
the Bishops’ Conferences 
of Europe met with 
Bishop Vitaliy Krivitsky, 
Ordinary of the Kyiv-
Zhytomyr Diocese of the 
Roman Catholic Church 
in Ukraine

h t tp s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
catholics/ugcc/71144

Regina Coeli: Looking to heaven with our feet on the ground
13 May 2018

Forty days after the 
Resurrection, Jesus 
ascended into heaven, 
where He sits at the right 
hand of God the Father. 
The mystery of the 
Ascension was the focus 
of Pope Francis remarks 
at the Regina Coeli on 
Sunday

By Christopher Wells

At the Regina Coeli, 
Pope Francis focused his 
reflection on the Solemnity 
of the Ascension, which 
is observed on Sunday in 
Italy and other parts of 
the world.

The feast of the 
Ascension, he said, has 
two main elements. “On 
the one hand, it directs 

our gaze to heaven, 
where Jesus, glorified, 
sits at the right hand 
of God. On the other, 
it reminds us of the 
beginning of the mission 
of the Church.”

The mission to spread 
the Gospel, which Jesus 
commits to the Church, 
is literally unlimited, the 
Pope said. This seems 
particularly audacious 
when we look at the 
small band of disciples 
to whom Jesus entrusted 
that mission. But this helps 
us realize that the Church 
can fulfill her mission 
only with the strength 
that God Himself gives. 
In the Gospel, Jesus tells 
the disciples, “you will 
receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes upon 
you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.” This mission, 
begun by the Apostles, 
has been carried on by 
their successors through 
the ages, and continues 
even today. “It requires 
the collaboration of all 
of us,” the Pope said.

The Ascension also 
reminds us that we must 
be ready to meet Jesus 
and serve Him, and to 
be His witnesses to our 
fellow women and men. 
We must seek after Christ 
in our own day, and bring 
His “words of salvation 
even to the ends of the 
earth.” In this journey, 
Pope Francis said, 
we encounter “Christ 
Himself in our brothers 
and sisters,” especially 

the poorest among us. 
From the very beginning 
of the Church, the Risen 
Christ called disciples to 
offer concrete and visible 
signs of hope to others – 
and we are called to do 
the same today.

Pope Francis concluded 
his reflection with the 
prayer that the Blessed 
Virgin Mary might help 
us to “lift up our hearts” 
to Jesus, and at the 
same time, to have “our 
feet on the ground” in 
order to courageously 
proclaim the Gospel in 
our own lives.

h t t p s : / / w w w .
va t i cannews . va/en/
pope/news/2018-05/
pope- f ranc is - regina-
coe l i - 13 -may -2018 -
reflection-ascension.html
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The President of Ukraine prayed in the Church of the 
UGCC in Vyshgorod

Tuesday, 15 May 2018
 
Today, the Moleben' 
service for Peace and 
Concord in Ukraine 
took place in the 
UGCC Cathedral 
of the Vyshhorod 
Mother of God, in 
which participated the 
President of Ukraine 
Petro Poroshenko, 
Bishops and clergy of 

the UGCC, UOC-KP, 
UAOC, and UOC (MP). 
It should be noted that 
the prayer was held as 
part of a presidential 
visit to Vyshhorod region. 
With the blessing of His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav, 
the Moleben' was 
headed by Bishop Vasyl' 
(Tuchapets'), the UGCC 
Exarch of Kharkiv. 

At first, the archpriest 
Taras Valah, the pastor 
of the UGCC community 
in Vyshhorod, met the 
honorable guests in the 
yard of the Cathedral. 
He congratulated all 
those who had come 
and wished them 
special care from the 
Vyshhorod Virgin Mary: 
"May the Lord, through 
the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin, glorified 
in the Vyshhorod icon of 
Our Lady, bless you with 
all the necessary graces 
for all the undertakings 
in consolidating the unity 
and prosperity of our 
state."

In his welcoming speech, 
Bishop Vasyl' noted that 
the great princes of Kyiv 
were praying before 

the icon of Vyshhorod 
Mother of God. And 
today the prayer of 
the Head of  State is a 
symbol of the Christian 
vector of development of 
our Motherland.

In memory of the prayer, 
the President of Ukraine 
was presented with an 
icon replica of Vyshhorod 
Virgin Mary.

Press service of the Kyiv 
Archeparchy

http://news.ugcc.ua/en/
photo/the_president_of_
ukraine_prayed_in_the_
temple_of_the_ugcc_in_
vyshgorod_82798.html

Remembering when... 
Metropolitan Stefan’s 35th Anniversary of Priesthood Celebration 

was held last year on June 14, 2017 at the Cathedral
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Happy Birthday!

Ç Äíåì íàðîäæåííÿ!

June 6: Rev. Mark Fesniak
June 9: Rev. Volodymyr Klanichka

June 12: Bishop John Bura
June 30: Rev. Yaroslav Kurpel

May the Good Lord Continue to 
Guide You and Shower You with 
His Great Blessings.  
Mnohaya Lita!

Íåõàé Äîáðèé Ãîñïîäü Òðèìàº  
Âàñ ó Ñâî¿é  Îï³ö³ òà Ùåäðî 
Áëàãîñëîâèòü Âàñ. Ìíîãàÿ Ë³òà!

Congratulations on your 
Anniversary of Priesthood!

Â³òàºìî ç Ð³÷íèöåþ Ñâÿùåíñòâà!

June 2: Rev. Roman Petryshak (16th Anniversary)
June 6: Rev. Nestor Iwasiw (25th Anniversary)

June 13: Most Rev. Stefan Soroka, Archbishop-emeritus
(36th Anniversary of being Ordained a Priest) &
(22nd Anniversary of being Ordained a Bishop)
June 14: Rev. Stepan Bilyk (17th Anniversary)

June 14: Most Rev. Stephen Sulyk, Archbishop-emeritus
(66th Anniversary of being Ordained a Priest)

June 17: Rev. Leonid Malkov, C.S.s.R. (28th Anniversary)
June 22: Rev. Walter Pasicznyk (4th Anniversary)
June 23: Rev. Roman Sverdan (5th Anniversary)

June 24: Rev. Deacon Michael Waak (29th Anniversary)
June 29: Rev. Msgr. Peter Waslo (32nd Anniversary)

June 30: Rev. Volodymyr Baran, C.S.s.R (33rd Anniversary)

May God Grant You Many Happy and Blessed Years 
of Service in the Vineyard of Our Lord!  

Íåõàé Áîã Îáäàðóº Áàãàòüìà Áëàãîñëîâåííèìè 
Ðîêàìè Ñëóæ³ííÿ â Ãîñïîäíüîìó Âèíîãðàäíèêó!

June 2018 - ×åðâíÿ 2018


