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Most Rev. Stefan Soroka, 
Archbishop-emeritus

Most Rev. Andriy Rabiy

Statement by Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka

On Monday, April 16th, 2018, the Vatican Information Service 
announced that the Holy Father has accepted the resignation 
for medical reasons of Most Rev. Stefan Soroka, Archbishop of 
Philadelphia for Ukrainians and Metropolitan for the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in USA.  Pope Francis has declared the Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia as “sede vacante”.  Most Rev. Andriy Rabiy has 
been appointed by Pope Francis as the Apostolic Administrator 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia until the 
appointment of the new Archeparch.

Most Rev. Stefan Soroka 
was appointed as 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
by His Holiness, Pope 
John Paul II on November 
29th, 2000 and installed 
on February 27th, 2001.  
Most Rev. Andriy Rabiy 
was appointed by Pope 
Francis as Auxiliary Bishop for the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia on August 8th, 2017.  Bishop Andriy, a priest of 
our Archeparchy, was ordained to the episcopacy by His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav Shevchuk in St. George’s Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 
in Lviv, Ukraine on September 3rd, 2017.  

Our heartfelt appreciation is extended to His Holiness, Pope 
Francis, and to His Eminence Leonardo Cardinal Sandri, Prefect of 
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the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, and to His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk for their understanding 
and compassion.  We are also grateful to the Holy 
Father for the confidence he has shown in the abilities of 
Most Rev. Andriy Rabiy in appointing him as Apostolic 
Administrator for the interim.

I take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt gratitude to 
the clergy, religious, seminarians and laity of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia.  These past 
seventeen years have been filled with many challenges 
and blessings, some unique in the experience of the 
Philadelphia Archeparchy.  Success in responding to the 
varying needs of the Archeparchy and its parishes was 
achieved with the positive and hopeful participation of 
clergy, religious and laity enabled by the Grace of God.  
Most gratifying to me was the personal journey of prayer 
and fraternity experienced with the clergy, religious and 
faithful of the Archeparchy.  The highlight of my ministry 
in leadership was experienced when amidst parishioners 
and their ministers in parish liturgical celebrations, visits, 
pilgrimages, festivals, and in personal sharing.  I was 
inspired by the dedication of the clergy, religious and 
faithful and their love for their Church.

I am also especially grateful for the fraternity and 
cooperation shared with my brother bishops of USA, 
with whom common needs of clergy, religious and 
faithful were addressed in our regular meetings, and in 
gatherings of our Church.  The Grace of God provided 
richly in our many shared endeavors.

The Risen Christ greeted his apostles with the words, “Peace be with you!”  May the peace offered by the 
Risen Christ characterize our continued love and service of our Ukrainian Catholic Church. Let us remember 
one another in prayer as we seek the intercession of the Mother of God in this time of transition being 
experienced within the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia and in our Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in the USA.  

Christ is Risen!
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USCCB News Release

Pope Francis Appoints Auxiliary Bishop Andriy Rabiy as Apostolic 
Administrator of the Ukrainian Archeparchy of Philadelphia; 

Accepts Resignation of Archbishop Stefan Soroka

 April 16, 2018

WASHINGTON—Pope 
Francis has accepted the 
resignation of Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka of the 
Ukrainian Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia and 
appoints Auxiliary Bishop 
Andriy Rabiy of the 
same Archeparchy as 
Apostolic Administrator 
sede vacante of the 
Ukrainian Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia until the 
appointment of the new 
Archeparch. 

The resignation and 
appointment were 
publicized in Washington 
on April 16, 2018, by 
Archbishop Christophe 
Pierre, apostolic nuncio 
to the United States. 

Auxiliary Bishop Andriy 
Rabiy, now Apostolic 
Administrator sede 
vacante, was born 
October 1, 1975 in Lviv, 
Ukraine. He pursued 
seminary studies at St. 
Josaphat Ukrainian 
Catholic Seminary in 
Washington, D.C., and 
was ordained a priest 

in December of 2001 
by Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka at the Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception 
in Philadelphia.

Bishop Rabiy holds a 
bachelor's degree in 
philosophy (1999) and a 
licentiate in Canon Law 
(2008) from Catholic 
University of America; 
and a Master of Divinity 
degree (2002), from the 
Dominican House of 
Studies, in Washington 
D.C.

After ordination, 
Rabiy held pastoral 
assignments at St. 
Michael the Archangel 
parish, Hillsborough, 
New Jersey, and at 
the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, 
New Brunswick, New 
Jersey, 2002-2005. 
Other assignments 
after ordination include: 
pastor of the Nativity of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Ukrainian Catholic Parish 
in Reading, 2008-present; 
coordinator, Sexual 
Abuse Prevention and 

Youth Protection Office, 
2008-2015; member, 
Administrative Board, 
Pennsylvania Catholic 
Conference, 2008-
2017; vicar general, 
2009-present; vice-
chancellor, 2009-present; 
member, Archeparchial 
College of Consultors, 
2009-present; member, 
A r c h e p a r c h i a l 
Presbyteral Council, 
2011-2017.

On August 8, 2017, Pope 
Francis named Father 
Andriy Rabiy as auxiliary 
bishop of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia.

Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka was born on 
November 13, 1951 in 
Winnipeg, Province of 
Manitoba, Canada. He 
received a bachelor's 
degree in Social Work 
(1973) and a Masters 
in Social Work (1978) 
from the University 
of Manitoba.  His 
seminary formation 
was undertaken at St. 
Josaphat Ukrainian 
Catholic Seminary, 

Washington, D.C. At the 
Catholic University of 
America, Washington, 
D.C., he earned a 
Bachelor of Sacred 
Theology (1978) and 
a Doctorate in Social 
Work in 1985.  

He was ordained a 
priest on June 13, 
1982, for the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy 
of Winnipeg at Saints 
Vladimir and Olga 
Cathedral, Winnipeg.

Assignments after priestly 
ordination included: 
assistant priest, Blessed 
Virgin Mary Parish, 
Winnipeg, 1984-1986; 
parish priest, Ukrainian 
Catholic Church of the 
Assumption, Portage la 
Prairie, Canada, 1986-
1987; parish priest, St. 
Anne Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Winnipeg, 
1987-1995; chaplain, 
St. Josaphat Council, 
Knights of Columbus, 
1986-1989; chaplain, 
St Anne Council, 
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Knights of Columbus, 
1987-1995; chaplain, 
National Executive, 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Youth of Canada, 
1989-1992; vocations 
director, Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy 
of Winnipeg, 1985-
2000; state chaplain, 
Knights of Columbus, 
Manitoba State 
Council, 1989-1992; 
judge, Archeparchial 
Marriage Tribunal, 
1984-1993; vice-
chancellor, Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of 
Winnipeg, 1985-1994; 
chancellor, Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of 
Winnipeg, 1994-1996; 
econom, Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of 
Winnipeg, 1994-1998.

On March 29, 1996 he 
was appointed Auxiliary 
Bishop for the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy 
of Winnipeg and 
was ordained to the 
episcopate on June 
13, 1996. He then also 
served as: chairman, 
Asset Protection Group 
Insurance Corporation 
for Western and Northern 

Canada Dioceses/
Eparchies, 1998-2000; 
chaplain, Ukrainian 
Catholic Women's 
League of Canada, 
1998-2000; and editor, 
Progress Ukrainian 
Catholic News, 1996-
2000. 

On November 29, 
2000 he was appointed 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia and was 
installed on February 29, 
2001.

At the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, 
he served as: member 
of the Committee for 
Aid to Home Missions, 
2010-present; member 
of the Ad Hoc Committee 
on Aid to the Church 
in Central and Eastern 
Europe, 2001-present; 
member of the 
Committee on Relations 
between Eastern and 
Latin Catholic Churches, 
November 2003-2010; 
member of Task Force 
on Content and Flow of 
General Meeting, June 
2003; and member of 

the Ad Hoc Committee 
on Sexual Abuse, 2002-
2009. 

The Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia includes 
the District of Columbia, 
Virginia, Maryland, 
Delaware, New Jersey 
and parts of eastern 
Pennsylvania. It has a 
total Catholic population 
of 12,846.
---
Keywords: U.S. 
Conference of Catholic 

Pope Francis Appoints Auxiliary Bishop Andriy Rabiy as Apostolic 
Administrator of the Ukrainian Archeparchy of Philadelphia; 

Accepts Resignation of Archbishop Stefan Soroka

(continued from previous page)

Bishops, USCCB, Pope 
Francis, Archbishop 
Christophe Pierre, 
apostolic nuncio, 
Ukrainian Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia, Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka, Auxiliary 
Bishop Andriy Rabiy

###

Media Contact:
Judy Keane
202-541-3200

http://www.usccb.org/
news/2018/18-064.cfm

Most Rev. Stefan Soroka,
Archbishop-emeritus
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(continued on next page)

Metropolitan Stefan and Fr. Dumenko blessing Paschal Foods

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka celebrates 
Julian Calendar Easter in Maryland

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka celebrated Julian Calendar 
Easter on April 8, 2018 at Holy Trinity 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Silver 
Springs, MD.  

During the Divine Liturgy, the newly 
organized choir under the direction of 
Dr. Daria Nebesh (др. Дарки Небеш) 
joyfully sang prayers for the glory of 
the Risen Christ.

Ulana Bodnar (Уляна Боднар) and 
the children of the parish greeted 
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka.  The children recited verses 
they had learned for the Archbishop. 
It was a touching moment, both for 
the Metropolitan and for everyone Greeting Metropolitan Stefan

Photos by Nadia Pikas and Yuri Moraczewsky
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Photos by Nadia Pikas and Yuri Moraczewsky
present listening to the children’s 
greeting.

During Myrovania the faithful received 
special blessings from Metropolitan 
Stefan.  

After the Divine Liturgy, paschal foods 
were blessed by Father Alexander 
Dumenko and Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka.  During the blessing, 
Fr. Dumenko thanked the choir, all 
the people who were present, and all 
those who helped organize the event.

After the blessing Fr. Dumenko said it 
was possible to meet with Archbishop 

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka celebrates 
Julian Calendar Easter in Maryland

(continued from previous page)

Stefan in the church hall to thank him for coming on the Resurrection of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Christ is Risen!  Indeed He Is Risen!   (Translated into English from an article by Nadia Pikas.)
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Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception - 
Philadelphia, PA  - Julian Calendar Easter April 08, 2018

Fr. Roman Pitula
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St. Michael the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church - 
Jenkintown, PA  - Julian Calendar Easter April 08, 2018

Fr. Volodymyr Kostiuk   (Photos from Parish Facebook page)
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St. Michael the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church - 
Jenkintown, PA  - Julian Calendar Easter April 08, 2018

Chancery 
Sviachene 

(Easter Dinner)
on April 4, 2018 

in the staff 
lunchroom

Philadelphia, PA
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Sviachene at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA on April 15, 2018

Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka, Very Rev 

Roman Pitula, 
Rev. D. George 
Worschak, and 
Deacon Michael 

Waak at the 
10:30 am Divine 
Liturgy  followed 
by the Cathedral 
Sviachene (Easter 

Dinner) in the 
parish hall. 

Prayers blessing
the food

Metropolitan Stefan  shares 
an egg with the faithful

Fr. Pitula blesses food with 
Holy Water
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Archbishop Stefan reads the Gospel (on Saturday, April 7) while surrounded by children during a 
surprise visitation to our newest mission parish, Saints Joachim and Anna in Front Royal, Virginia.  

Metropolitan Stefan visits Front Royal, VA

Youth Survey

Bishop Bryan Bayda, CSsR, the delegate of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Synod of Bishops to the 
2018 Papal Synod with the theme "Youth, Faith 
and Vocational Discernment", invites the youth 
of our Ukrainian Catholic Church worldwide to 
contribute their thoughts, needs and aspirations 

in an on-line questionnaire for youth.

 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NNDBRYR

 The deadline for youth participating in 
this survey is May 30th, 2018.  Youth are 

encouraged to share your thoughts!  Thank you 
for your anticipated participation.

The mission was begun by 
Very Rev. Robert Hitchens 
and Rev. Vasyl Kharuk.  The 
Divine Liturgy is celebrated 
Saturday evenings, the time 
available for use at the 
current Catholic facility.  The 
success of this mission strongly 
suggests beginning to look 
for our own location, which 
will require some assistance 
to begin.  The hope and 
commitment of the present 
parishioners is vibrant, with 
over half of those weekly in 
attendance being children.  
Please pray for this mission 
and its growth.  

+ Stefan Soroka
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Rev. Wasyl Kharuk, 
“Missionaries
of Mercy” 

Representative 
of the Ukrainian 

Catholic 
Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia

“Be merciful, as your Father is merciful” (Lk. 6, 36)

April 22, 2018

Dear friends,
 
On April 4 the Holy Father Francis 
with 550 Missionaries of Mercy 
from the five continents gathered 
in Rome for our second meeting 
which was held from 8 to 11 April, 
2018 by the Pontifical Council for 
promoting New Evangelization.

With the blessing of Metropolitan Stefan Soroka, it was a humbling experience. 
My spiritual journey began at the church of Santo Spirito in Sassia, where 
I along with other Missionaries of Mercy served as confessor. My following 
days were spent in prayer, reflections, attending Eucharistic concelebrations 
with Holy Father, and listening to His addresses. The words of the Holy 
Father made my journey a truly spiritual experience. I departed Rome with 
the feeling of joy of being confirmed in the ministry of Mercy. My most 
memorable experience was having an audience with Holy Father.

I would like to share a part of Holy Father’s reflection on Mercy.

He states that Mercy takes our hand, and infuses with certainty that God’s 
love defeats every form of solitude and abandonment. The Missionaries 
of Mercy are called to be interpreters and witnesses of this experience, 
which is inserted in a community that welcomes everyone, always, without 
discrimination, that sustains anyone in need and in difficulty, that lives in 
communion as a source of life.  Amen
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(continued on next page)

Pope tells Missionaries of Mercy their service is 
precious for the Church

April 10, 2018

During an audience with 
some 550 Missionaries 
of Mercy in the Vatican, 
Pope Francis reaffirmed 
them in their mission 
saying they provide a 
much needed service to 
the Church and warned 
them that the Christian 
path is an ardous one, 
"with stones upon which 
to stumble and banana 
peels on which to slip".

By Sr Bernadette 
Mary Reis, fsp

The Missionaries of Mercy 
are meeting in Rome for 
a few days of prayer and 
reflection organized by 
the Pontifical Council for 

the New Evangelization.
During an audience 
with Pope Francis on 
Tuesday, he told them 
that they are providing a 
much needed service to 
the Church.

Although his initial 
intention was that their 
mandate would cover 
only the Jubilee of Mercy, 
the Pope told them that he 
had decided to prolong 
their service because of 
the many testimonies of 
conversion attributed to 
their service.

He said he intended 
his reflections to be 
supportive of the 
responsibility that he had 
given to them so that 

the expression of the 
“ministry of mercy” that 
they are called to live 
might be improved.

Message of Mercy

Pope Francis told them 
that “the message that 
we bear in Christ’s name 
is that of making peace 
with God…. God needs 
people to bring the 
message of his pardon 
and mercy to the world.” 
This is the mission that 
Jesus entrusted to his 
apostles the evening of 
his resurrection. The lives 
of those who fulfill such 
a mission must be in 
harmony with it, the Pope 
reminded them “To be 
collaborators of mercy, 

therefore, presupposes 
to live the merciful love 
which we ourselves have 
first received.”

St Paul: the mirror for 
the true Missionary 
of Mercy

The Pope reflected 
substantially on the 
experience of St Paul 
who acknowledging his 
past as a “blasphemer 
and persecutor…received 
mercy” (1 Tm 1:13) from 
the Lord. Because of 
his past he became an 
ambassador of God’s 
reconciliation (2 Cor 
5:20), and declared 
that he gave scandal 
to no one so that his 
ministry would not be 
discredited (2 Cor 6:3). 
The key to collaborate 
with God is that one 
always acknowledge 
that “God has treated 
me mercifully,” the Pope 
said.

God makes the first 
move

Some concrete advice 
the Pope gave was that 
priests should remember 
that God makes the 
first move. Thus, when 
a penitent approaches 
the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, they 
need to remember that 

Photo: Rev. Wasyl Kharuk at Holy Mass presided over by 
Pope Francis at Saint Peter’s Square on April 8, 2018.

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/events/event.dir.html/content/
vaticanevents/en/2018/4/8/divina-misericordia.html
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Pope tells Missionaries of Mercy their service is 
precious for the Church

God’s grace is already 
at work. “Our priestly 
heart should perceive 
the miracle of the person 
who has encountered 
God and who has 
already experienced the 
efficacy of his grace,” he 
said.

The priests’ work is 
the second move

The Pope explained that 
the priests’ cooperation 
in God’s grace already 
at work consists in “the 
not rendering vain the 
action of the grace of 
God, but to sustain it, 
and allow it to come 
to perfection.” Like the 
father of the prodigal 
son, confessors need to 
look in the eyes of the 
penitent, listen to them, 
and throw open wide 
their arms to welcome 
them, so that they can 
experience the love of 

Photo: Rev. Wasyl Kharuk (pictured top left) at Holy Mass for the 
meeting of the Missionaries of Mercy with Pope Francis on 

April 10, 2018 at the Vatican Basilica. 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/events/event.dir.html/content/

vaticanevents/en/2018/4/10/missionari-divina-misericordia.html

the Father “who forgives 
no matter what, clothes 
the son with the festal 
garment and the ring 
which is a sign that he 
belongs to his family.”

The path is slippery

Departing from his text, 
Pope Francis told the 
priests to encourage 
penitents and give them 
hope, letting them know 
they don't need to be 
embarassed if they need 
to return to Confession-
-"because the path is 
strewn with rocks and 
banana peels that make 
you slip," he quipped.

In conclusion, Pope 
Francis said “Living 
in communion with 
the Source of Life, 

Missionaries of Mercy 
are called to be 
interpreters of and to 
bear testimony to this 
experience: that everyone 
is always welcome 
without distinction into 
the community that 
sustains those who find 
themselves in a moment 
of need or difficulty.”

h t t p s : / / w w w .
va t i cannews . va/en/
p o p e / n e w s / 2 0 1 8 -
0 4 / p o p e - f r a n c i s -
missionaries-of-mercy-
audience.html
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FIRST CONFESSION AND 
RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL 

PROMISES

On Thomas Sunday, Zakhar Salamakha and Leo DelCorso 
received the Mystery of Confession for the first time. 
Following their first confession they renewed their Baptismal 
Pormises before the congregation at the Divine Liturgy.

Pictured: Zakhar Salamakha, Archpriest Daniel Gurovich, 
Pastor St. Josaphat Church Bethlehem, and Leo DeCorso. 

Blessing of Paschal Foods in 
Olyphant, PA 

Rev. Nestor Iwasiw blesses foods on Holy Saturday.
Photos: Lauren Telep
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The blessing of graves at St. Mary's Cemetery, Fox Chase, PA, took place on Sunday, April 8, 
2018 (St. Thomas Sunday) with Fr. Yaroslav Kurpel, Fr. Ihor Bloshchynsky, and Fr. Roman Pitula. 

Watch a video on our YouTube Channel 
https://www.youtube.com/user/thewayukrainian

St. Thomas Sunday at St. Mary's Cemetery, Fox Chase

“Treasury of Faith 
Museum”

Visitors from Tennessee saw the Easter 
Display sponsored by UNWLA BRANCH 
88 at the “Treasury of Faith Museum” in the 
lower level of the Cathedral in Philadelphia.

TREASURY OF FAITH MUSEUM
(Cathedral Lower Level)
810 North Franklin Street
Philadelphia, PA 19123
(215) 627-3389
tofmuseum@ukrcap.org
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PLEASE HELP US IMPROVE ACCESSIBILITY TO 
OUR CHANCERY

You will recall that our Chancery moved into the former Cathedral 
school building, allowing for leasing out our former building to earn 
revenue for the archeparchy.  The original plan envisioned an addition to 
accommodate an elevator.  The cost was prohibitive – well in excess of 

Thank You

$ 400,000 or more.  We proceeded to adapt the school building and to transfer the Chancery 
without providing for an elevator.  So as to provide for those who need assistance to visit our 
offices, we are installing two chair lifts at a total cost of $ 25,000.  One will provide for access 
to the main floor at the front entrance from the parking lot.  The second will provide access to 
the top floor offices via the wide stairway on the 8th Street side of the building.  This will assist 
in providing for persons who need assistance ascending between the floors.  It is important 
that everyone feels welcome and able to visit our Chancery offices.  We humbly ask your help 
in meeting this cost.  Your contribution will assist in meeting the cost while at the same time, 
indicate your support for ensuring that physically challenged people are welcomed equally in 
the Chancery.  God bless you for your concern, and for your anticipated understanding and 
generous assistance.  Your donation can be sent to the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia, 810 N Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123.  Thank-you!

+ Stefan Soroka, Metropolitan-Archbishop

Bishop Basil Losten 5,000.00
Archbishop Stefan  Soroka 1,000.00
St. Nicholas Church-Passaic 1,000.00
Anonymous Donation 1,000.00
Fylypovych, Anrew & Christine 1,000.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Jersey City 800.00
St. Anne Church-Warrington 500.00
Presentation of Our Lord-Lansdale 500.00
Holy Family Shrine-Washington 500.00
St. Josaphat Church-Trenton 500.00
Anonymous Donation 500.00
St. Michael's Church-Baltimore 300.00
Deychakiwsky, Yuri 250.00
St. Joachim & Anna Front Royal VA 285.00
Stek, Ann Marie 200.00
Pyrih, Lubomyr & Halyna 200.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Curtis Bay 200.00

Giffler, Lydia 100.00
Hewko, Christine 100.00
Hewko, Theodora 100.00
Olunuk, Stephen 100.00
Archbishop Stephen Sulyk 100.00
Samilo, Mr. & Mrs. Russell 100.00
Yavorsky, John 100.00
Holy Cross Monastery 100.00
Hiriak, Nicholas 100.00
Hitchens, Maryellen 50.00
Hilt, David 50.00
Credi, Wagdi & Anna 50.00
Lohr, Robert & Susana 50.00
Talaga, P. Carol 25.00

Total Chair Lift Collection 
14,860.00

Chair Lift Donations as of April 13, 2018
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Scranton’s St. Vladimir Parish Sviachene
On Sunday, April 15, 
2018, a traditional 
Ukrainian Easter Dinner 
- Sviachene -  was held 
immediately following the 
10:30am Divine Liturgy. 
Clergy, parishioners and 
friends of the parish filled 
the parish center - one 
hundred forty persons 
in all. Father Myron 
Myronyuk, host pastor, 
invited everyone to 
their tables and asked 
that they join in by 
singing “Let All Profess - 
Khrystos Voskres: Radist 
Z Neba”.  He  offered 
grace, blessed the foods 
and together everyone 
began their meal with the 
blessed egg. The menu 
consisted of borshch, 
ham, kobasa, red 
horseradish, holubchy,  
potato salad, rye bread, 
dessert and a variety of 
beverages.

Guests included Very Rev. 
Father Nestor Iwasiw, 
Dean and pastor of SS. 
Cyril and Methodius 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church of Olyphant 
and Rev. Father John 

Wysochansky, Retired 
of the Philadelphia 
Archeparchy. In addition, 
the event was graced 
by the attendance of 
Father Philip Harendza, 
Pastor of Scranton’s 
St. Michael Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church, Pani 
Matka and two of their 
children. Ecumenism 
was very evident at the 
Sviachene as attendees 
represented many faith 
traditions including 
Roman Catholic, 
Presbyterian, Baptist, 
Byzantine Catholic, 
C a r p a t h o - R u s y n 
Orthodox, Ukrainian 
Orthodox and Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic.

The highlight of the 
afternoon arrived when 
the students of the newly 
organized Ukrainian 
folkdance class 
performed on stage for 
the crowd. Ranging in 
age from 5 to 16, the 
seven girls and boys 
received a thunderous 
applause in recognition 
of the skill with which 
they danced. Under the 

direction of Dr. Walter 
Dobushak and Ms. Mara 
Beckage, it was obvious 
that the children were 
being instructed by true 
professionals. Everyone 
was informed that the 
Saturday classes are 
open free of charge to 
children of all parishes 
in the Scranton/Wilkes-
Barre area.

The delightful Easter 
event ended with the 
awarding of many 

door prizes and theme 
baskets. Father Myron 
closed out the afternoon 
by thanking everyone 
for coming and paid 
special thanks to the 
numerous volunteers 
who organized the event 
and those who prepared 
the meal. He offered a 
final blessing and wished 
everyone a safe trip 
home.

Ukrainian Dancers – Scranton’s St. Vladimir Church:
Damian Myronyuk, Matthew Myronyuk, Lisa 

Myronyuk, Nadia Dobushak, Valerie Dobushak,  
Sofiya Myronyuk and Antonina Myronyuk
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* 

Ten Commandements 

When:  June 25-29, 2018 (8:30 AM – 3:30 PM) 
Where:   

Basilian Spirituality Center,  
710 Fox Chase Road, Fox Chase Manor, PA 19046 

 

The camp seeks to pass on both aspects of Ukrainian spirituality 
and cultural tradition.  The theme is based on the Ten 
Commandments. The dos and don’ts of God’s 10 Commandments 
show us how to apply love in every aspect of life. 
Jesus Christ summarized all of God’s laws in two great 
commandments. “‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first 
and great commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all 
the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 22:37-40). 
 
The day includes catechesis, songs, crafts, DRAMA CLUB, 
embroidery and fun.  Space is limited to 25 children.  
Reserve your place today! Participation at the camp by Registration 
ONLY!  
For more information contact 215.379.3998 

ESTATE PLANNING:
 Taking Care of the People You Love

6:30-7:00 p.m. Complimentary Drinks  
	 and	Appetizers

7:00-8:30 p.m. Seminar

8:30-9:00 p.m. Complimentary Dessert  
	 and	Coffee 

Basilian Spirituality Center
710 Fox Chase Road
Jenkintown, PA
 

Presented by:

You Are Cordially Invited to Attend a Special Presentation  
Courtesy of the Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great 

Thursday, May 3, 2018
Among the important topics to be covered by a panel of experts are:

Speakers
David J. Winkowski, Esq.,	is	an	attorney	at	Stradley	Ronon	and	concentrates	his	practice	 
on	taxation	and	estate	planning	for	high-net-worth	individuals,	executives	at	publicly	traded	
and	privately	held	companies,	and	owners	of	closely	held	businesses	and	their	families.	
David	has	extensive	experience	designing	and	implementing	sophisticated	estate	plans,	
wills,	inter	vivos	trusts,	prenuptial	agreements	and	family	limited	partnerships.	In	addition,	
he	advises	clients	on	a	variety	of	asset-protection	techniques.	

Eugene A. Luciw, Esq.,	is	Director	of	Life	Insurance	Planning	and	Savings	and	Retirement	
Accounts	and	Counsel	to	Providence	Association,	a	Ukrainian	fraternal	benefit	and	life	
insurance	society	headquartered	in	the	City	of	Philadelphia.	Mr.	Luciw	is	a	graduate	 
of	St.	Joseph’s	University	and	Georgetown	University	Law	Center,	a	frequent	lecturer	and	
writer	on	legal	and	financial	products	topics,	and	a	licensed	life	insurance	and	annuities	
producer-agent.	He	is	also	an	activist	in	the	Ukrainian	American	community,	serving	 
on	the	boards	of	local	and	national	Ukrainian	community	institutions.

Moderators
John F. Kurey, Esq., MBA,	is	a	graduate	of	the	University	of	Michigan	Law	School	and	the	
University	of	Chicago	Graduate	School	of	Business.	He	serves	as	Development	Director	and	
Provincial	Advisor	for	the	Sisters	of	Saint	Basil	the	Great.	He	is	also	an	advisor	to	several	
Catholic	Bishops	and	a	member	of	multiple	boards	of	Catholic	and	charitable	institutions.	

Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM,	is	the	Provincial	Superior	of	the	Sisters	of	the	Order	
of	Saint	Basil	the	Great,	Jesus	Lover	of	Humanity	Province.

Further information is available at www.stbasils.com or by emailing  
development@stbasils.com or calling 215-379-3998, ext. 17.

•	Essential	Components	of	an	Estate	Plan	
 – Wills
	 –	Trusts
	 –	Powers	of	Attorney	
	 –	Advance	Health	Directives

•	Retirement	Accounts	
•	Life	Insurance
•	Guardianships
•	Tax	considerations
•	Charitable	Giving
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Holy Ghost Church in West Easton Prepares for Centennial

Lent brought a spiritual as well as physical renewal to the congregation of Holy Ghost Church in West 
Easton. The church which will celebrate its centennial in 2021. The Bennett Painting Company of Easton 
was contracted to repaint and stencil the interior of the church through the generosity and fundraising of 
the congregation. Under the guidance of artist Christina Dochwat, new colors and stencils now unify and 
highlight the icons within the body of the church, and it radiates new life for this growing community.

A blessing of the new interior is scheduled with Archbishop Stefan Soroka on Pentecost Sunday.  
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Byzantine Church Supplies
Address: 810 North Franklin St.

Philadelphia, PA 19123
Phone: 215 -627-0660

Email: byzsupplies@yahoo.com
website: http://ukrcathedral.com/byzsup/
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.

com/byzantineChurchSupplies/
Store Manager - Mrs. Myroslava Demkiv
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The Providence Association 
Of the Ukrainian Catholics in America 

1-877-857-2284 (ext. 211)                                                                              sales@provassn.com 
 

    СОЮЗ УКРАЇНЦІВ  
                 КАТОЛИКІВ  

ПРОВИДІННЯ 

    www.provassn.com                 1912 
    Fraternity                         

2018
LIFE INSURANCE 

FIXED ANNUITIES (Savings Certificates), IRA’S AND ROTH IRAs
Family Financial Protection

Retirement and Savings: Safe, Secure and Steady Wealth Accumulation
401(k), 457, 403(b), IRA and other pension plan rollovers

CURRENT INTEREST RATE ON SAVINGS: 3.25%
3.00% Lifetime Guaranteed Minimum Interest rate

Call or email for details or a free personal consultation!

Visitors enjoy trip to 
the Ukrainian Catholic 

Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception, Philadelphia

Attendees are asked to bring their catechisms and their lunch.

Register at www.stbasils.com or call 215.780.1227.
Fee: free will offering

 A group from the Philadelphia area visited 
the Treasury of Faith Museum and Cathedral 
on April 17, 2018. Pictured with the group is 

Sr. Evhenia, MSMG.
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Save The Date 2018 
 
APRIL 27-28   ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS, PHILADELPHIA 
 
MAY 13  MOTHER’S DAY.  OFFERING THANKSGIVING FOR YOUR MOTHER IN PRAYER AT CHURCH  
 
MAY 23  SPRING CLERGY CONFERENCE AT THE CHANCERY IN PHILADELPHIA BEGINNING AT 9:30 AM 
 
JUNE 10 JUNE 10TH, 2018; 3:00 PM, UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, 

PHILADELPHIA, PA; MOLEBEN TO THE MOTHER OF GOD WITH PRAISE, GRATITUDE AND 
THANKSGIVING TO GOD FOR BLESSING THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA 
WITH THE MOST REVEREND STEFAN SOROKA ARCHBISHOP EMERITUS AND HIS DEDICATED YEARS OF 
SERVICE IN THE VINEYARD OF THE LORD.  YOU ARE INVITED TO A RECEPTION FOLLOWING THE 
MOLEBEN IN THE CATHEDRAL HALL WITH RELIGIOUS AND FAITHFUL 

 
JULY 29  84TH ANNUAL SEMINARY UKRAINIAN DAY, SOUTH ANTHRACITE DEANERY AT MINERSVILLE, PA  

11:00 AM HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY FOLLOWED BY FESTIVAL FEATURING UKRAINIAN FOLK  
DANCERS, LIVE DANCE MUSIC, UKRAINIAN FOODS, CRAFTS AND VENDORS 

 
AUGUST 12  ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE OF DORMITION OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, SLOATSBURG, NY, HOSTED BY THE 

SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE  
 
AUGUST 26  3RD ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE AT ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

CHURCH, CENTRALIA, PA  
 
SEPT. 17-20   UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CLERGY OF PHILADELPHIA RETREAT, LONG BRANCH, NJ  
 
SEPT. 20-22  CONGRESS OF EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES ON DIACONATE, SCRANTON, PA. 
 
SEPT. 30   100TH ANNIVERSARY ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, BETHLEHEM, PA. 
 
SEPT. 30  ARCHIEPARCHIAL PILGRIMAGE OF FEAST OF PROTECTION OF MOTHER OF GOD, MONASTERY  
  GROUNDS OF THE ORDER OF SISTERS OF ST. BASIL, FOX CHASE, PA.   DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM;  
  MOLEBEN AT 4:00 PM  
 
OCTOBER 28   100TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. VLADIMIR UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, PALMERTON, PA. 
 
NOVEMBER 4 BLESSING OF NEW ICONOSTASIS AT ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH,  
  WHIPPANY, NJ, 11 AM HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY 
 
DECEMBER 9   ANNUAL DIVINE LITURGY OF THANKSGIVING FOR BENEFACTORS OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA, UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION, PHILADELPHIA. 

 
DECEMBER 9   PRAZNYK OR FEAST DAY OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION,  
  PHILADELPHIA. 
 
DECEMBER 25 CHRISTMAS - NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST.   YOUR PRAYERFUL PARTICIPATION  
  IN THE DIVINE LITURGY IS YOUR BEST GIFT TO JESUS, TO YOURSELF AND TO OTHERS! 
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The Icon and Relics of 
Blessed Bishop-Martyr 

Mykola Charnetsky, 
CSs.R will be venerated 

in the parishes of 
the Lehigh-Schuylkill 

Deanery of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia from March 

26, 2018 to June 4, 2018.  
The schedule is listed 

below.
St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church

1343 Newport Avenue
Northampton, Pa.

April 16-23
For more information phone 610-262-4104

St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church
1826 Kenmore Avenue

Bethlehem, Pa.
April 23 – 30

For more information phone 610-865-2521

St. Vladimir Ukrainian Catholic Church
101 Lehigh Avenue

Palmerton, Pa.
April 30 - May 7

For more information phone 610-826-2359

St. Anne Ukrainian Catholic Church
1545 Easton Road
Warrington, Pa.
May 7-May 14

For more information phone 215-343-0779

Presentation of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church
1564 Allentown Road

Lansdale, Pa.
May 14-21 

For more information phone 215-343-0779

St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church
427 West Walnut Street 

Pottstown, Pa.
May 21- May 27 

For more information phone 610-933-5453
 

Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church
472 Emmett Street
Phoenixville, Pa.
May 27- June 4

For more information phone 610-933-5453 

The Replica of the Shroud of Turin will be on 
display in the following locations as listed.

March 23-May 10, 2018
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate 

Conception
830 North Franklin Street
Philadelphia, Pa. 19123

For more information phone 215-922-2845 

May 11-May 28, 2018
Transfiguration of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic 

Church
240 Center Street

Nanticoke, Pa. 18634
For more information phone 570-735-2262

Sunday, September 30, 2018
Annual  Pilgrimage to the Mother of God

Sisters of St. Basil the Great 
710 Fox Chase Road

Fox Chase Manor, Pa. 19046
For more information phone 215-780-1227

Met ropo l i t an -A rchb i shop 
Stefan Soroka procured this 
9th Vatican sanctioned replica 
of the Turin Shroud, which 
measures 14.3 feet by 3.7 feet 
in 2010 for the Philadelphia 
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia.  

The Shroud of Turin is the 
most analyzed artifact in the 
world yet remains a mystery. 
The 14-foot long linen cloth 
that has been in Turin Italy for 
over 400 years and bears the 
faint front and back image of 
a 5’10” bearded, crucified man 
with apparent wounds and 
bloodstains that match the 
crucifixion account as recorded 
in the Bible. 
  
Millions of people over the 
centuries have believed it to be 
the actual burial shroud of Jesus 
of Nazareth. The historical 
trail of the Shroud trails back 
through Italy, France, Asia 
Minor (modern day Turkey) 
and may have originated in 
the Middle East according to 
botanical evidence. 



FASHION SHOW 
of Ukrainian Traditional Folk Costumes 

from the collection of Vera Nakonechny 
In honor of MOTHER'S DAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Under the patronage of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchial Cathedral 

of the Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia 
May 6th 2018 

1:00 pm — Cocktail * 2:00 pm — Luncheon & Fashion Show 
Donation $30.00.  Reservations must be made before May 1st 

For reservations call: Oksana Yakymiv — 267-254-2671 
    Tonia Katruk Mayberry — 215-668-3656 

Cathedral Hall — 814 N. Franklin St., Philadelphia, PA 19123 
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Please make a 
donation during the 
month of April to help 
OUR churches in the 
United States 

  
Your donation may be sent directly to the:  
 
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia 
810 N Franklin Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19123 
  
Thank-you! 
 

 
Right here in the United States, some dioceses and eparchies are unable to provide fundamental 
pastoral care for their faithful. These “home mission” dioceses and epachies cannot support an 
adequate number of priests. They cannot afford funding for youth ministry programs or 
religious education. During the month of April, we take up in our parishes, a collection for the 
Catholic Home Missions Appeal. Help strengthen the Church at home with a generous 
donation. 
What our Ukrainian Catholic Eparchies in the United States have received this year: 

Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia 

$125,000 

Ukrainian Eparchy of St. Josaphat in 
Parma 

$155,000 

Ukrainian Eparchy of St. Nicholas in 
Chicago 

$140,000 

Ukrainian Eparchy of Stamford $125,000 

Total to our 4 Eparchies in the USA $670,000.00 

 



HUMANAE VITAE: 
The Prophetic Voice of Blessed Paul VI 

50 Years Later

Speakers include: 
Dr. Janet Smith, professor of moral theology at the
Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit, Michigan.

Mary Rice Hasson, a Fellow at the Ethics and Public
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.

Fr. Robert McTeigue, S.J., professor of philosophy
and theology, and a member of the National Ethics
Committee of the Catholic Medical Association.

Angela Lanfranchi, M.D. is an American breast
cancer surgeon. She a co-founder and current president
of the Breast Cancer Prevention Institute.

Vicki Thorn is an international speaker and author on
the topics of abortion’s aftermath in women and men,
the Biochemistry of Sex and the Biology of the Theology
of the Body.

The Sisters of Life work to build a new and lasting
culture of life and civilization of love.

REGISTRATION FEE

Individual                        $125.00

Couple                             $200.00

OCTOBER 13, 2018

8:30 AM – 4:30 PM

For more information
Call: Steve Bozza at 215-587-5661

Email: sbozza@archphila.org

SPONSORED BY:

Archdiocese of Philadelphia
Office for Life and Family

The Knights of Columbus

CLICK HERE
TO REGISTER

Blessed Paul VI prophesied to the
world that marriages and the society would suffer if the use
of contraception became widespread. He said that
infidelity, moral decline, loss of respect for women and
abuse of power by governments would increase
exponentially.

Today, the vast majority of women in the western world
use some form of contraception. In developing countries,
the West engages in oppressive financial and political
pressure to comply with abortion on demand,
contraception, sterilization and more.

This conference will highlight the fulfillment of these
prophecies in the world today and offer a reflection as to
how selflessness, love, self – mastery and moral responsibility
can reverse this trend.

50 Years Ago

Attn: Archdiocesan Elementary Teachers & 
Catechists: One elective or annual credit is granted 

to those who attend the entire day.

The Logan Philadelphia Hotel

One Logan Square

Philadelphia, PA 19103

www.Phillycatholiclife.org
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Feast of St George - April 23rd

Philly's Ukrainian Archbishop Points To Health Concerns 
For Planned Departure

Among Ukrainians, Saint 
George is known as 
the Great Martyr.  He 
is honored as a worker 
of miracles and a brave 
conqueror of evil.  Farmers 
of Ukraine pray to St. 
George for the safety and 
health of their flocks.
Saint George is the patron 
of Western Ukraine.  
The Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral in Lviv is named 
in his honor.  St. George 
was born in Cappadocea 
(eastern Asia Minor) 
towards the end of the 

third century to Christian 
parents.  In his youth he 
decided to serve in the 
Roman army and became 
an officer. The Emperor 
Diocletian had noticed the 
young soldier’s bravery 
and ability.

The Emperor 
had later begun 
p e r s e c u t i n g 
those who were 
C h r i s t i a n s .  
Saint George 
did not remain 
silent, but rather 

fearlessly spoke out in 
defense of the Christians. 
As a Christian George 
himself refused to sacrifice 
to the pagan gods. For 
that he was tortured and 
beheaded on April 23rd 
at Nicomedia in Asia 

Minor.
 
Shortly after his 
death people 
followed his 
lead and 
had become 
t h e m s e l v e s 
m o r e 

courageous.   Artists 
would paint George in 
armor, seated on a white 
horse killing the dragon.  
This was to indicate how 
Saint George fought the 
ugliness of evil with the 
brilliance of truth.  In the 
icon George, depicted 
fighting a dragon, 
symbolizing the devil, is 
victorious in his struggle 
with the Evil One (dragon). 
Saint George continues 
to defend and protect 
all Christians through our 
intercessory prayer.

MARK ABRAMS

APRIL 18, 2018 

PHILADELPHIA (KYW 
Newsradio) — The 
metropolitan archbishop 
of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, based in 
Philadelphia, has resigned 
his post.

Stefan Soroka has 
served for 17 years as 

the archbishop of the 
Ukrainian Archeparchy 
that encompasses eastern 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Delaware, Maryland, 
Washington D.C. and 
Virginia.

Soroka, who is 66, 
tendered his resignation 
in a letter to Pope Francis, 
who accepted it this week. 
Soroka says he decided 
to step aside because of 

health considerations.

The pope appointed a 
temporary administrator, 
the recently ordained, 
auxiliary Bishop Andriy 
Rabiy.

Soroka says he is leaving 
the archeparchy in good 
hands.

"There are very capable 
people who are able to 
take on the responsibilities 
here," Soroka said. "I will 
pray for them and help 
them in any way that I can 
to take on the leadership, 
which I feel now with 
my health limitations I 
won't be as vital and 
responsive."

Soroka says he intends 
to reconnect with his 
twin brother and family 
in Winnipeg, Canada, 

and hopes to engage 
in pastoral ministry, 
counseling, publishing, 
and offering retreats.
He adds the synod 
of bishops meeting in 
September in Ukraine 
will pick three candidates 
for the Philadelphia post, 
submit them to the pope, 
and let him select the new 
archbishop.

Listen to a 23 minute 
podcast interview 
between Most Rev. 

Stefan Soroka, 
Archbishop-emeritus 
and Mark Abrams at 
the following link.

h t t p s : / / k y w n e w s .
r a d i o . c om/a r t i c l e s /
news/phillys-ukrainian-
archbishop-points-health-
c o n c e r n s - p l a n n e d -
departure

Podcast interview between Most Rev. 
Stefan Soroka, Archbishop-emeritus and 

Mark Abrams, KYW Newsradio
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My Journey to Ukraine: Holy Week and Easter 2018

by: Rev D. George Worschak

The highlight of my 
journey to Ukraine 
was my visit to our 
main Church for many 
years, for centuries – 
St. George’s Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Cathedral 
in Lviv, Ukraine.  I had 
visited the main Sobor 
(Cathedral) twice – on 
Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday. St. George’s 
is simply magnificent – 
beautiful and majestic 
from the outside and 
decorated inside 
marvelously according 
to the traditions of our 
particular Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic 
Church.  Words cannot 
express adequately the 

experience that was in 
the making for some 
forty years.

Before ordination then 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Joseph Schmondiuk 
spoke of one day visiting 
Ukraine, the land of our 
forefathers. The people 
of Ukraine were at that 
time (@1978) mercilessly 
persecuted by the Soviet 
regime. Somehow, 
some way, when the 
opportunity would arise 
and God would provide 
a way, we would help 
our beloved brethren in 
Ukraine to come out of 
the catacombs and once 
again openly practice 

their Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic faith.  

For one reason or 
another, some personal 
and some schedule-wise, (continued on next page)

I could only be united with 
our brethren spiritually 
through prayer and 

A picture of St. George’s, Lviv, Ukraine as you 
approach the entrance from the public square.

(Good Friday) On the right is pictured The Holy Cross of Our Lord - His Mother Mary and 
the beloved disciple John at the cross to accompany and honor the Lord and Master.  In 
the center, one of the faithful came to honor the crucified Lord depicted in the Holy Shroud 
(plaschanytsya).  The picture on the left is of the crypt where the deceased Hierarchs of our 
Ukrainian Greek Church are buried – Major Archbishop Josyf Cardinal Slipyj, Servant of God 
Metropolitan Andriy Sheptytsky, Major Archbishop Myroslav Cardinal Lubachivsky, Archbishop 
Volodymyr Sterniuk. 
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My Journey to Ukraine: Holy Week and Easter 2018
(continued from previous page)

sacrifice. And we know 
God the Almighty hears 
the prayers of His faithful 
ones.  The omnipotence 
(Almighty power of God) 
is greater than any mere 
human force or power.  
And thanks to His Grace 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka and 
his auxiliary Bishop 
Andriy Rabiy, granting 
me permission to have 
some free time to travel 
to Ukraine this April of 
2018.

My journey to Ukraine 
was everything I 
hoped for and more.  I 
experienced the warmth 
and friendliness of the 
Ukrainian people in 
their native land.  They 

welcomed me and 
graciously assisted me as 
I embarked for the first 
time in their land.  There 
was a certain spirit that 
we are one Ukrainian 
family.  This reminded me 
of my youth, growing up 
in the Eastern European 
neighborhood of Passaic, 
New Jersey. Memories 
returned in particular of 
the Ukrainian community 
in Passaic:  how God 
and Church was integral 
part of their lives.
In Lviv, Ukraine I 
experienced that our 
Church is alive and well.  
People by the hundreds 
had attended liturgical 
services for Holy Week 
and the Resurrection – 
Easter.  In just one of the 

many churches I visited in 
Ukraine there were 400 
or more in attendance for 
Good Friday service for 
the placing of the Holy 
Shroud. The Ukrainian 
soldiers in attendance 
(about 40) were the 
cross-bearer and those 
who carried the Holy 
Shroud in procession. On 
Easter Sunday, midnight 
services of Resurrection 
Matins and Divine Liturgy 
700 or more attended.  

This Easter celebration 
in Ukraine was a 
celebration of Our 
Lord’s Resurrection and 
that of our Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church 
and of our beloved 
nation of Ukraine.  It is 

also a pledge of our 
own Resurrection one 
day, being deemed 
worthy to enter into the 
gates of the Heavenly 
Kingdom, if we but 
remain faithful to Christ 
and His Gospel message 
of love and truth. To me, 
my experience of Easter 
in Ukraine 2018 was a 
bit of Paradise regained, 
living the words we pray 
each day: “Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in 
heaven.”  To me, I had a 
foretaste of the Heavenly 
Kingdom.

Christ is risen!  Indeed 
He is risen!

Rev D. George Worschak

(Easter) St. George’s Sobor:  Lviv, Ukraine: Pictured in the middle is the tetrapod is the Icon 
of the Risen Lord and the blessed Artos (Easter Bread with Icon cover). Thomas Sunday the 
Artos bread is then cut and distributed to the faithful in attendance.  To the left of the 
tetrapod there is a medallion picture of Major Archbishop Josyf Cardinal Slipyj.  To the right 
of the tetrapod is a medallion picture of the Venerable Servant of God Metropolitan Andriy 
Sheptytsky.
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Auxiliary Bishop appointed for Sokal-Zhovkva Eparchy 

April 12, 2018

The Holy Father has granted his assent to the 
canonical election by the Synod of Bishops of the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church of Rev. Fr. Petro 
Loza, C.Ss.R, currently administrator of the parish of 
Saints Peter and Paul in Chernihiv, archieparchy of 
Kyiv, to the office of auxiliary of Sokal-Zhovkva of 
the Ukrainians, assigning him the titular see of Panio.

Rev. Fr. Petro Loza, C.Ss.R.
The Rev. Fr. Petro Loza was born on 3 June 1979 in 
Kolodyantsi, in the Lviv region. In 1997 he entered 
the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, and 
gave his perpetual vows in 2003.

He began his priestly formation in the Seminary of the Redemptorist Fathers in Lviv (1998-2001) and 
completed his theological studies at the University of Innsbruck in Austria (2001-2009).

Following priestly ordination, received on 26 August 2007, he performed his pastoral ministry as vice-priest 
in Vinnytsa and later as parish administrator in Hnizdychiv-Kohavyno. From 2011 to 2014 he was also 
provincial counsellor in his own religious Congregation. Since 2014 he has served as parish administrator 
of Saints Peter and Paul in Chernihiv and, at the same time, chaplain of the two prisons of the same city.

In addition to Ukrainian, he knows Russian, Polish and German.

http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2018/04/12/180412b.html

Heads of Ukrainian Churches greet faithful on Easter

8 April 2018

On the eve of the 
Resurrection of Christ 
according to the Julian 
calendar, the Primates 
and hierarchs of the 
Ukrainian Churches 
turned to believers and 
clergy with messages 
dedicated to this 
lightsome feast.

 “Through His 
Resurrection, Christ gives 

us strength to oppose 
sin. He resurrects our 
souls and inspires us 
to selflessly serve our 
people, our state in the 
name of love for God and 
man. The Resurrection of 
Christ gives us the hope 
that Christ the Savior, 
who overcame death, 
has authority and over 
our miseries, griefs and 
difficulties. He accepts 
crises in human society, 
wars between peoples; 

He stops them, but for 
this purpose, we must 
turn to God with all 
our heart, all our lives. 
He wants all people to 
believe in Him, change 
their unjust way of life, 
and enter into eternal life 
for bliss.

 On these joyous Easter 
days, I warmly greet you, 
esteemed archpastors, 
God-loving shepherds, 
honest monks and nuns, 

beloved brethren and 
sisters, on the feast 
of the Resurrection of 
Christ. I extend my 
Easter greetings to 
President of Ukraine 
Petro Poroshenko, 
the Verkhovna Rada, 
Ukrainian government, 
our glorious defenders 
– the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine who did not 
spare their lives for the 

(continued on next page)
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love of their homeland. I 
greet you on the greatest 
Christian holiday, all 
of Ukrainian people 
and all Ukrainians who 
live outside Ukraine on 
all continents, but love 
Ukraine and help it,” 
said Patriarch Filaret 
(Denisenko) of the 
UOC KP.

Heads of Ukrainian Churches greet faithful on Easter
(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)

“Today, the Lord himself 
is comforting us – he 
changes our sadness 
to joy, as it happened 
to the Myrrh-bearing 
Women. They went to 
the Lord’s tomb, and 
returned full of true 
joy in God. They were 
walking in the darkness 
of hopelessness, but 
they received the light 
of the Risen and told the 
apostles and the whole 
world that Christ was 
truly resurrected. Let this 
“miracle, a miracle of all 
miracles" changes us and 
through us, our society 
and country, wherever 
we lived.

Dear brothers and sisters 
in Christ! Let the victory 
of Jesus Christ over 
death and evil dispel our 

doubts and restore hope 
and joy in our hearts. 
To all of you, in Ukraine 
and in the settlements, 
I send my heartfelt 
greetings with sincere 
prayers. All the soldiers 
and their families, all 
settlers, all those who cry 
in the occupied territories 
and in the Crimea, all 
persons held captive and 
prisoners for the sake of 
their conscience, for their 
own sake and for the 
sake of love for Ukraine, 
for all the sick and the 
suffering, for the fact that 
they are working abroad, 
to each of you I wish first 
of all the joy of God! I 
sincerely wish you the 
blessed Easter holidays, 
delicious sacred eggs 
and light Easter joy!
 
The grace of the 
resurrected Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of 
God the Father and 
the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you 
all!” said Patriarch 
Sviatoslav (Shevchuk) 
of the UGCC in his 
Easter message.

“Today, dear brothers 
and sisters, we live in 
a world that knows 
Christ, knows about His 
glorious Resurrection, 
but unfortunately, not in 
all of us a grain of truth 
about the Resurrection 
of Christ brings salvific 
fruits, because for this 
we have to courageously 
and persistently cultivate 
the ground of our hearts 
and purify it from sin. 
Some of us postpone 
this work for later, or 
are unwilling to do it 
at all, do not want to 
fight against personal 
sin. We do not want to 
bother and force us to 
turn away from untruth, 
from personal pride that 
mercilessly destroys us. 
We foolishly float along 
the course of worldly 
life distorted by human 
pride and try to build 
our happiness not on 
the commandments of 
Christ, but on our earthly 
achievements, successes 
and lucky events, 
forgetting that you will 
not build happiness on 
this grounds.

Should a man rule the 
whole world and take 
possession of all its 
treasures, even than 
he cannot be happy if 
his soul is not cleansed 
of sins. Man cannot be 
happy if he does not 
pray to drink living water 

from the Divine Source 
of Life.

 Let's remember this, dear 
brothers and sisters, and 
be careful about our 
salvation. Let our daily life 
be with us, as the last, in 
our care of our lives with 
God, about our spiritual 
happiness ... Once again, 
I congratulate you all, 
dear brothers and sisters, 
with the joyous feast of 
the glorious Resurrection 
of Christ, with the Great 
Day of Christ's Passover! 
I wish you all health, 
happiness, salvation 
and blessings of God,” 
Primate of the UOC 
(MP), Metropolitan 
Onufriy (Berezovsky) 
writes in his Easter 
greetings.

 
“My dear children 
beloved in Christ! For 
the fourth year at a run 
there is no peace on our 
land, because the war 
lasts. Try our sincere, 
daily prayer to address 
the Risen Lord, changing 
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(continued from previous page)

Heads of Ukrainian Churches greet faithful on Easter

our daily lives. If the Lord 
sees these changes in 
the life of each of us, He 
will grant His blessing to 
win a victory in this war, 
as well as the blessed 
peace. Therefore, devout 
Christians, let us fulfill the 
holy law of our Savior to 
become partakers of His 
blessed peace brought 
to Him on earth: " Much 
peace have they that 
love thy law ..." (Psalms 
118:165). Without a just 
daily life, it is not possible 
to attain this peace. 
Today, many times we 
hear the slogans: “For 
us it is true”, “We will 
win”, but if this truth is 
only in words, and not 
in everyday life of every 
Ukrainian, we will not be 
able to obtain anything 
from the Lord.

Dear brothers and sisters 
in Christ! I urge you to 
have a daily, sincere 
prayer for peace in our 
land, as soon as possible 
for the end of the war and 
for our Ukrainian military, 
so that the Lord may 
help them to continue 
defending our Ukrainian 
land, our Ukraine and all 
Ukrainians.
 
Your Eminences and 
Graces, priests, monks 
and nuns, brothers and 
sisters! I sincerely greet 
you all on the lightsome 
Resurrection of Christ. 

I wish you spiritual joy 
and peace in our long-
suffering war against the 
Ukrainian land. May the 
Risen Christ bless all of 
us, our state, Ukraine, 
our power and all the 
defenders with unity, 
prosperity and our 
heavenly peace.
 
Merry and joyful holidays 
to you!” the head of the 
UAOC, Metropolitan 
Makariy Maletych 
extends his wishes.

 
“I sincerely congratulate 
you on the bright and 
joyful holiday - the 
holiday of Christ's 
Resurrection!
 CHRIST IS RISEN!
 
The Resurrection of 
Christ has shown to all 
mankind and for all 
ages the great force of 
God's Truth – for it is 
eternal, of God’s love – 
because it is immortal, 
of life – because it is 
stronger than death, as 

it is written: “That power 
is the same as the mighty 
strength he exerted when 
he raised Christ from 
the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in 
the heavenly realms” 
(Ephesians 1:20).

 The central theme of the 
sermons of the apostles 
was the theme of the 
resurrection of Christ, 
and as a result of His 
feat, our resurrection 
with Him.

 I wish you to trust the 
Risen, to love, and with 
all my heart to serve 
Him, so that the Word 
of Christ may be fulfilled  
“... to be with me where I 
am ...” (Jn. 17:24).

 CHRIST IS RISEN!

Indeed He is risen – 
greetings of Mykhaylo 
Panochko, the senior 
bishop of the Church 
of Christians of 
Evangelical Faith of 
Ukraine.

h t tp s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
c u l t u r e / r e l i g i o u s _
holidays/70701
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I wish this holiday became a holiday of changing our tears 
to joy! - His Beatitude Sviatoslav on the occasion of Easter

Monday, 09 April 2018
 
The Feast of the 
Resurrection of Christ tells 
us all that our sufferings, 
pain and difficulties 
are not eternal! There 
is eternal life in the 
resurrection. And even 
death is not the end, but 
the transition to eternal 
life with our resurrected 
Savior in the holiday of 
victory! It is a holiday 
when life overcomes 
death - a holiday when 
the Almighty shares with 
us his eternal life in the 
resurrection. 

This was emphasized 
by the Father and the 
Head of the UGCC His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav in 
his Easter greeting to the 
believers.

"We celebrate the 
greatest Christian holiday 
- the Resurrection of our 
Savior, Easter of the 
Lord. This feast for us has 
a life-giving meaning. I 
think that this holiday will 
give us an opportunity to 
answer the fundamental 
question: who are  
Christians? Responding 
to this question, which 
perhaps we are now 
being asked by people 
of other religions, beliefs, 
or even by unbelievers, 
we can confidently say 
that Christians are those 
who became partakers 

of Christ's death and 
resurrection in the 
Sacrament of Baptism. 
Christians are witnesses 
of the risen Christ," said 
the Head of the UGCC.

According to him, 
apostolic preaching was 
reduced to two words: 
"Christ is resurrected!" 
The apostles saw the 
resurrected Savior, 
saw the wounds on His 
glorified Body, heard 
His words, consumed 
the supper after His 
resurrection, and then, 
throughout the world, a 
message was transmitted 
that Christ is Risen and 
death is defeated. The 
Apostles witnessed 
Christ's resurrection.

The Head of the Church 
also added that we, as 
Christians of the third 
millennium, are the heirs 
of those who saw and 
touched the risen Christ. 
So today we can say 
to the modern man the 
words of the Apostle John 
the Theologian: "What 
our eyes have seen, what 
our hands have touched, 
we proclaim the word of 
life, that your joy be full!"

"We know that the 
Christian martyrs of all 
times and nations, when 
they were torturted 
because of the faith of 
Christ, witnessed the 

resurrection. Yes, they 
went to death, allowed 
themselves to be killed, 
but at the time of their 
martyrdom, they testified 
about life, about life after 
death. And they also 
testified that the death, 
with which the tormentors 
threatened them, was 
defeated. After all, that 
death is Easter, and their 
way - is into life! " - said 
the Head of the UGCC.

His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
wished all believers that 
this holiday became a 
holy renewal of our faith, 
hope and love. "I wish 
that each of us in the 
celebration of this Easter 
once again realized who 
we are as Christians. I 
wish that we again felt 
that we are already living 
our eternal life and are 
walking to our Lord, even 
in spite of death. I wish 
that this holiday was a 
holiday of changing our 
tears to joy!" - sincerely 
addressed the faithful the 
spiritual leader of Greek 
Catholics.

"Let the risen Christ 
come to each of us: to 
everyone who lies in his 
locked coffin in his own 
shell, perhaps, fearing to 
go outside and change 
the world around us 
for the better. I want 
the resurrected Christ 
to come today to each 
of our homes, to the 
home of every Christian, 
to every Ukrainian in 
Ukraine and in the 
settlements, to give us 
His life-giving Spirit of the 
resurrected Savior, and 
bring us to life! Christ is 
Risen! He Is Risen Indeed! 
"- greeted the Ukrainians 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav.
 
Department of 
Information of the UGCC

http://news.ugcc.ua/
en/news/i_wish_this_
ho l iday_became_a_
holiday_of_changing_
our_tears_to_joy__his_
beatitude_sviatoslav_
on_the_occasion_of_
easter_82436.html
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German Cardinal to Greek Catholics of Transcarpathia: 
I support you and stand beside you

12 April 2018

Cardinal Rainer Maria 
Woelki was making a 
visit to the Mukachevo 
Greek Catholic Diocese 
from April 4 to April 
7. Exactly 10 years 
ago, his predecessor 
- Cardinal Meisner 
visitied Mukachevo 
Greek Catholic Diocese. 
Cardinal Woelki gifted 
to Bishop Milan (Shashik) 
one of Cardinal Meisner’s 
personal cups featuring 
his cardinal emblem.

Cardinal Woelki 
described the purpose 
of his visit to Ukraine 
as follows: “Probably 
many of you have heard 
about RENOVABIS. This 
is a German charity 
foundation, founded 
many years ago by 
German bishops to be 
closer to the Christians 
of Eastern Europe. Last 
year I launched one of 
these solidarity actions of 
the German Church with 
the Churches of Eastern 
Europe in our Cologne 
Cathedral. Then I 
learned a lot about your 
Church as well as about 
the current political and 
social situation in Eastern 
Europe. It was at that 
time that I realized that 
my own lifestyle in the 
West European country 
was directly related to 

the living situation here 
in Eastern Europe, and 
especially with the life 
situation here in Ukraine. 
That's why I decided to 
visit you personally these 
days to make it easy for 
you and your difficult 
situation to be your own 
eyes, and also to be close 
to you, thereby showing 
you my support and my 
solidarity, as a Christian 
I am also willing to pray 
with you and celebrate 
these important days of 
our faith with you.”

In a speech to the 
faithful at the Liturgy, 
Cardinal Woelki said 
that “although we carry 
different liturgical clothes 
and pray in different 
languages, we all belong 
to the only universal 
Catholic Church.”

During a conversation 
with the seminarians 
and the farewell meeting 
at the Uzhgorod 
Theological Academy 
named after the Blessed 
Theodor Romzha the 
ecclesiastical situation in 
Germany and the current 
challenges facing the 
entire Catholic Church 
today were discussed.

On April 5, Cardinal 
Woelki took part in 
the hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy at the Uzhgorod 

Cathedral. Since this 
was his first Byzantine 
rite Liturgy, Bishop 
Milan presented him a 
miter embroidered with 
Byzantine icons of Jesus 
Christ and the Virgin. 
After the Liturgy, he had 
an informal meeting and 
conversation with the 
clergy and the monastic 
diocese. On the same 
day he visited the youth 
spiritual center in the 
village of Antalovtsi and 
Franciscan Capuchins 
brothers in Uzhgorod.

On April 6, the Cardinal 
visited the diocesan 
Caritas. He became 
acquainted with the great 
field of Caritas labor 
and had a conversation 
with the settlers from 
eastern Ukraine and 
with the families of the 

dead soldiers from 
Transcarpathia.

On April 7, Cardinal 
Woelki took part in 
the festive hierarchical 
Liturgy on the occasion 
of the Annunciation 
in the Annunciation 
Church in Uzhgorod. In 
his words, he thanked 
all the faithful for “your 
testimony of faith and 
your hospitality.” During 
these days I learned 
a lot from you. And I 
will speak about this 
experience in Germany 
and especially in my 
diocese in Cologne.”

h t t p s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
catholics/mukachevo_
gce/70789
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May 2018 - Tðàâíÿ 2018

Happy Birthday!

Ç Äíåì íàðîäæåííÿ!

May 16: Subdeacon Alex Bricki
May 22: Rev. Msgr. Ronald 
Popivchak
May 23: Rev. Alexander Dumenko

May the Good Lord Continue to 
Guide You and Shower You with 
His Great Blessings.  Mnohaya 
Lita!

Íåõàé Äîáðèé Ãîñïîäü Òðèìàº  
Âàñ ó Ñâî¿é  Îï³ö³ òà Ùåäðî 
Áëàãîñëîâèòü Âàñ. Ìíîãàÿ Ë³òà!

Congratulations on your 
Anniversary of Priesthood!

Â³òàºìî ç Ð³÷íèöåþ Ñâÿùåíñòâà!

May 1: Subdeacon Alex Bricki (2nd Anniversary)
May 3: Rev. Mykola Bychok, C.Ss.R. (13th Anniversary)
May 5: Rev. Vasyl Putera (22nd Anniversary)
May 11: Very Rev. Archpr. John M. Fields (32nd Anniversary)
May 12: Very Rev. Archpr. Daniel Gurovich (44th Anniversary)
May 14: Rev. John Ciurpita (29th Anniversary)
May 14: Msgr. James Melnic (40th Anniversary)
May 16: Rev. Paul J. Makar (8th Anniversary)
May 16: Rev. John Seniw (36th Anniversary)
May 16: V. Rev. Archpriest Daniel Troyan (36th Anniversary)
May 20: Very Rev. Archpr. Michael Hutsko (34th Anniversary)
May 22: Rev. Robert Hitchens (24th Anniversary)
May 25: Rev. Msgr. Myron Grabowsky (51st Anniversary)
May 25: Rev. Msgr. Ronald Popivchak (51st Anniversary)

May God Grant You Many Happy and Blessed Years 
of Service in the Vineyard of Our Lord!  

Íåõàé Áîã Îáäàðóº Áàãàòüìà Áëàãîñëîâåííèìè 
Ðîêàìè Ñëóæ³ííÿ â Ãîñïîäíüîìó Âèíîãðàäíèêó!


