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CATHEDRAL, PHILADELPHIA. Proclaiming the Gospel in four languages (Ukrainian, 
English, Spanish, and Greek) on Easter at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception in Philadelphia, PA.  Photo (l to r): Very Rev. Roman Pitula, Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan Soroka, Very Rev. Archpriest John Fields, Deacon Michael Waak, Altar 
Servers and the Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God.
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Pascha Sunday around the Archeparchy

Watch videos from Easter on our YouTube Channel at
https://www.youtube.com/user/thewayukrainian

Cathedral, Philadelphia, PA
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St. Nicholas, Passaic, NJ

Pascha Sunday around the Archeparchy

Assumption, Perth Amboy, NJ

Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great, 
Fox Chase Manor, PA

St. Michael’s, Frackville, PA

Holy Ghost, West Easton, PA

(Photos: Facebook/ Web)

Hayivky, St. Josaphat, Trenton, NJ
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Easter celebrates the victory of Christ over sin and death
The Republican Herald 
(Pottsville, Pa. April 1, 
2018 By JOHN E. USALIS

SHENANDOAH, PA 
— The holiest and the 
greatest day for Christians 
is Easter Sunday, and for 
many churches, today 
will be joyous as they 
celebrate the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ almost 
2,000 years ago.

The liturgical celebrations 
in many churches began 
Saturday at vigil services. 
St. Michael Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, 
Shenandoah, held its 
vigil at 3:30 p.m. for 
Holy Pascha, which is the 
name for Easter Sunday 
in Eastern Rite Catholic 
and Eastern Orthodox 
churches. The Orthodox 
faithful will celebrate Holy 
Pascha on April 8.

The traditional greeting 
between the parishioners 
is “Christos Voskres!,” with 
the reply, “Voyeestinu 
Voskres!” (“Christ is risen!” 
“Indeed he is risen!”)

The almost two-hour 
liturgical service includes 
the Resurrection Matins 
of the Great and Holy 
Sunday of Easter, 
followed by the Vigil 
Divine Liturgy.

Before matins began, a 
short prayer service was 
held by Monsignor Myron 
Grabowsky, pastor. The 

prayers before the tomb 
(a table with the Holy 
Shroud that depicts Jesus 
in the tomb) were held in 
front of the icon wall, or 
iconostasis. Grabowsky 
wore dark red vestments 
during those prayers, with 
the symbolism being that 
of a funeral and somber 
in tone.

After the service, the Holy 
Shroud was removed by 
Grabowsky and carried 
over this shoulder and 
on his back. He placed it 
on the altar where it will 
remain for 40 days until 
Ascension Thursday.

As everyone waited, 
Grabowsky removed 
the red vestments and 
donned gold and white 
ones, and then most of the 
congregation processed 
outside, led by Daniel 
Krauson carrying the 
processional cross. Other 
parishioners carried an 
icon of the Mother of 
God, church banners, 
the book with the Holy 
Gospels and an icon of 
the Resurrection. They 
walked out the front door 
and processed clockwise 
around the church with 
the church bells ringing 
continually.

When everyone returned 
to the front of the church, 
the front doors were 
closed. Grabowsky 
stood before the doors 
and began Resurrection 

Matins. Everyone began 
with the singing of the 
Easter Tropar three times: 
“Christ is risen from the 
dead, conquering death 
by death, and to those in 
the tombs, he did grant 
them life.”

After additional prayers, 
Grabowsky blessed the 
doors with a hand cross 
three times, tapping the 
doors in the sign of the 
cross. The doors are 
opened and everyone 
walks inside to see the 
church fully lighted and 
the stand that held the 
Holy Shroud moved to 
the side and the tetrapod 
returned to its traditional 
place near the center 
front of the iconostasis.

As the prayer book 
explained, Resurrection 
Matins begins outside as 
a reminder that the tidings 
of Christ’s Resurrection 
were received before the 
women or the Apostles 
entered the tomb.

The matins continued, 
chanted in English and 
Ukrainian, led by cantor 
John Halupa.

When matins ended, the 
Divine Liturgy immediately 
followed with Grabowsky 
as celebrant.

“Christos Voskres!,” 
Grabowsky started 
his homily, with the 
congregation replying 

with “Voyeestinu Voskres!”

“There is a great silence 
on earth today. A great 
silence and stillness,” 
Grabowsky said. “The 
whole earth keeps silent 
because the king is 
asleep. God has fallen 
asleep in the flesh and 
has raised up all who 
have slept since the world 
began. God is silent in 
the flesh and the world 
trembles. That is what 
Holy Saturday is. Jesus 
searched for our first 
parents (Adam and Eve) 
as for the lost sheep. He 
has gone to free Adam 
and Eve from sorrow and 
captivity with the cross 
that has won him the 
victory.”

http://republicanherald.
c o m / n e w s / e a s t e r -
celebrates-the-victory-
of-christ-over-sin-and-
death-1.2320625

Msgr. Grabowsky 
taps the doors in the 
sign of the cross
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Ss. Peter and Paul, Phoenixville, PA St. Michael, Hillsborough, NJ

St. Josaphat, Trenton

Blessing of Paschal Foods

St. Nicholas, Passaic, NJ

Cathedral, Philadelphia, PASt. Vladimir, Scranton, PA

(Photos: Facebook/Web)



Blessing of Paschal Foods

Bishop Andriy Rabiy
Nativity of the BVM, Reading, PA

Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the 
Holy Family, Washington, DC

(Photos: Facebook)

Foods blessed at area churches
The Republican Herald 
(Pottsville, Pa. April 
1, 2018 By JOHN E. 
USALIS

Many people who will 
celebrate Easter Sunday 
at worship services will 
head home afterward 
for a feast of traditional, 
ethnic foods that 
were blessed on Holy 
Saturday.

People filled baskets 
with the meats, cheeses, 
eggs, bread, wine and 
even chocolate bunnies, 
and brought them to 
their church as part of 
their religious, cultural 

and family traditions.

Before the Divine Liturgy, 
Monsignor Myron 
Grabowsky blessed the 
Easter food at St. Michael 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Shenandoah, 
where he is pastor. 
Everyone gathered in the 
church hall and placed 
their baskets on tables for 
the Ukrainian ceremony 
called Sviachenia.

Many of the baskets 
were covered by 
embroidered linens with 
Ukrainian designs, which 
were placed on the table 
and on which some of 

the basket contents were 
placed. As with Roman 
Catholic and Orthodox 
customs, the foods are 
symbolic, representing 
the foods abstained 
during the Great Fast: 
eggs, meat, butter, rich 
breads and more. They 
are prepared ahead of 
time and are traditionally 
eaten on Holy Pascha 
(Easter), thereby keeping 
cooking on the holy 
day to a minimum. 
Each family lights a 
candle, which symbolizes 
the radiance of the 
Resurrected Christ, prior 
to the prayers, incensing 
and the blessing of the 

foods with holy water.

The foods have the 
following meanings: 

• Paska — A rich, 
decorated bread, it 
represents Christ, the 
true bread of Life 
and the living bread. 
Traditionally, the candle 
is placed in the center 
of the bread, though 
many use a separate 
candleholder.

• Babka — A sweet 
bread, usually with 
raisins, represents the 

(continued on next page)
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Mary, the Mother of 
God.

• Pysanky — Decorated 
eggs with intricate 
designs and colors 
represent hope and are 
likened to Christ, who 
rose from the dead, since 
eggs, which look dead, 
bring forth new life.

• Krashanky — 
Plain, dyed eggs in 
a variety of colors, 
which also symbolize 
life. Traditionally, there 
is a red colored egg 
to represent salvation 
through the blood of 
Christ.

• Salt — A small amount 
represents the Christian’s 
call to be the “salt of the 
earth” and his or her 
duty to others.

• Butter — Usually in 
the form of a lamb, 
representing Christ as 
“The Lamb of God” and 
the “Paschal Lamb.” The 
butter also represents 
the goodness of Christ. 
Cloves are sometimes 
used to outline a cross 
and represent the oils 
and spices used to anoint 
the body of Christ.

• Cheese — Cheese, 
along with all dairy 
products, are related to 
the prophesies that told 
of the prosperity and 

Foods blessed at area churches
(continued from previous page)

peace of the Messianic 
times and are symbolic 
of the special gifts given 
by God.

• Horseradish/beets/
vinegar/sugar — The 
bitterness of horseradish 
is a reminder of Christ’s 
bitter suffering; the red of 
the beets tells of Christ’s 
Passion and the blood 
he shed; the vinegar 
reminds of the gall Jesus 
was offered on the cross; 
the sugar reminds that 
Christ’s sufferings are 
seen in the light of the 
Resurrection.

• Ham, roasted lamb, 
sausage, kielbasi, 
bacon — These rich 
meats are reminders of 
the richness and joy of 
the Resurrection. They 

also are symbols of 
God’s overabundance 
and limitless mercy and 
generosity.

The Paschal dinner can 
also include pierogies, 
holubsti, mashed 
potatoes and gravy, 
salads, vegetables, 
head cheese, cakes, 
cheesecakes and tortes. It 
is important not to waste 
any of the blessed food. 
The crumbs and bones 
are buried so that the 
earth receives blessing 
from the Resurrection.

Tricia Monaghan, Exton, 
and her mother, Patricia 
Litwak, Ringtown, had 
two baskets, one filled 
with a large baked ham 
covered in maraschino 
cherries and smoked 

kielbasa, and the other 
with homemade paska 
bread. Other items on 
the table were butter, 
cheese, honey and 
horseradish.

“For Easter Sunday, 
we’ll have the immediate 
family for the dinner, 
which will be about 20 
people,” Monaghan said. 
“It’s a very long family 
tradition. My father is 93 
years old and grew up in 
Shenandoah, so he will 
be there tomorrow. He’s 
been doing it the longest 
of all of us.”

Adapted from the 
article on http://
r e p u b l i c a n h e r a l d .
c o m / n e w s / e a s t e r -
foods-blessed-at-area-
churches-1.2320621

St. Michael’s, Shenandoah, PA
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Good Friday around the Archeparchy

Watch a video of Good Friday Service at the Cathedral on our YouTube Channel at
https://www.youtube.com/user/thewayukrainian

Bishop Andriy Rabiy, 
Reading, PA

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka,
Cathedral, Philadelphia, PA
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Good Friday around the Archeparchy

St. Nicholas, Millville, NJ

St. Nicholas, Passaic, NJ

(Photos: Facebook/Web)

Ss. Peter and Paul, Mt. Carmel, PA St. Nicholas, Minersville, PA

St. Vladimir, Edwardsville, PA

Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the 
Holy Family, Washington, DC
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Archbishop conducts Holy Thursday service;
Ukrainian Catholic faithful commemorate 1st day of 

Easter Triduum in Mount Carmel

by John E. UsalisPottsville, 
Pa. Republican-Herald

Friday, March 30, 2018

MOUNT CARMEL, 
PA — The Holy and 
Great Thursday that 
commemorates the 
institution of the Holy 
Eucharist and the 
sacrament of Holy 
Orders was celebrated 
in the borough with 
the spiritual leader of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in the United 
States.

Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka, who 
is the archbishop of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia, came to Ss. 
Peter and Paul Ukrainian 
Catholic Church to 
celebrate the Vesper 
Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 
the Great that included 
the washing of the feet of 
10 priests and two altar 
servers in remembrance 
of the Last Supper when 
Jesus washed the feet of 
the 12 Apostles.

Holy Thursday — which 
is also referred to as 
Maundy Thursday, 
Covenant Thursday, 
Sheer Thursday and 

Metropolitan Stefan and Bishop Rabiy at the conclusion of the 
Holy Thursday Service in Mt. Carmel, PA

Thursday of Mysteries 
— is the first day of the 
Easter Triduum that is 
followed by Good Friday 
and Holy Saturday. The 
three days lead into 
Easter Sunday or Pascha, 
which is the holiest 
and greatest day for 
Christians as they mark 
the day Jesus rose from 
the dead. The Triduum is 
part of Holy Week, also 
called Passion Week 
and Great Week.

Soroka was joined by 
Auxiliary Bishop Andriy 
Rabiy and priests from 
the archeparchy, many 
of whom are pastors 
in the archeparchy’s 
South Anthracite 
P r o t o p r e s b y t e r y 

(deanery), which 
includes Schuylkill, 
N o r t h u m b e r l a n d , 
Columbia and Luzerne 
counties. Attending the 
Divine Liturgy were 
students from St. Nicholas 
School in Minersville.

Since he became 
metropolitan-archbishop, 
Soroka has conducted 
Holy Thursday services in 
various deaneries of the 
expansive Philadelphia 
Ukrainian Archeparchy, 
which includes eastern 
Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Maryland, 
Virginia, Delaware and 
the District of Columbia.

The host pastor of 
Soroka’s visit was the 

Very Rev. Archpriest 
Michael Hutsko, who is 
also the protopresbyter 
(dean) and pastor of 
Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Church in Centralia.

After the procession 
into the church, Soroka, 
assisted by the Rev. 
Deacon Paul Spotts of 
St. Michael and St. John 
the Baptist parishes in 
Frackville and Maizeville, 
respectively, prayed 
vespers, with Soroka 
blessing the congregation 
while holding liturgical 
candlesticks called trikiri 
and dikiri.

(continued on next page)
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Washing of the Feet Ceremony with Bishop Andiy Rabiy

(continued on next page)

After the reading of the 
Gospel according to St. 
Matthew, Soroka gave 
his homily.

“In the last 17 years, 
we’ve gone to 17 
different parishes in 
our archeparchy to 
celebrate the institution 
of the priesthood and the 
Holy Eucharist by Jesus 
before the crucifixion,” 
Soroka said to everyone 
in the standingroom 
only church. “What a 
tremendous, awesome 
mystery that is that we 
share in Jesus Christ.”

Soroka directed 
comments to the children 

Ukrainian Catholic faithful commemorate 1st day of 
Easter Triduum in Mount Carmel

(continued from previous page)

about having a feeling to 
enter religious life as a 
vocation.

“And perhaps there are 

some among you, boys 
and girls, that have 
something in your heart 
to serve God in a special 
way as a priest, deacon, 

subdeacon, as a religious 
brother or sister, in the 
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(continued from previous page)

mysteries of the church 
that you can serve 
God in a special way. 
I encourage you that if 
you feel something, act 
on it,” Soroka said. “Go 
to Mary. Find out about 
it in the spiritual life.” 

Soroka referred to the 
Gospel message that 
included thinking about 
what is important to 
each person.

“Jesus was asking the 
Apostles, ‘What is really 
important to you?’ Put 
yourself in the shoes of 
the Apostles, especially 
that of Peter,” Soroka 
said. “He followed Jesus 
for three years. He saw 
a strong leader who 
performed miracles. 
He healed the sick. He 

Ukrainian Catholic faithful commemorate 1st day of 
Easter Triduum in Mount Carmel

raised Lazarus from the 
dead. Jesus performed 
them in front of Peter. 
He spoke with authority 
to the scribes and 
the Pharisees. Peter 
believed the Jesus was 
the Messiah. It was not 
hard to leave everything 
in life and follow Jesus. 
And now what does 
Jesus do? He kneels 
before them with great 
humility to wash their 
feet. He wanted to wash 
Peter’s feet. Peter never 
imagined a messiah 
to kneel and wash the 
feet. Jesus asked what is 
important to you.”

The washing of the feet 
was done by Rabiy, 
who knelt before the 10 
priests and washed one 
of their feet by pouring 

water over it, drying the 
foot with a towel and 
kissing it. Assisting the 
bishop was the Rev. Paul 
Makar, who was master 
of ceremonies and is 
pastor of St. Nicholas 
Church in Minersville 
and Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary in 
Middleport.

In addition to Hutsko, the 
priests who participated 
in the foot washing were 
the Rev. Mykola Ivanov, 
Transfiguration of Our 
Lord Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Shamokin, and 
Protection of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, Marion 
Heights; the Rev. Mark 
Fesniak, former pastor 
of St. Nicholas Church, 
Minersville; Monsignor 

James T. Melnic, 
Patronage of the Mother 
of God Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, McAdoo, and 
St. Michael’s Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, 
Hazleton; the Rev. 
Monsignor Myron J. 
Grabowsky, St. Michael 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Shenandoah, 
and St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Saint Clair; 
the Very Rev. Roman 
Pitula, rector, Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, 
Philadelphia; the Very 
Rev. Nestor Iwasiw, Ss. 
Cyril and Methodius 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Olyphant; the 
Rev. Roman Petryshak, 
Ss. Cyril and Methodius 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Berwick, and 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, Glen 
Lyon; the Rev. Roman 
Sverdan, St. Michael 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Cherry Hill, New 
Jersey, and St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Millville, New 
Jersey; and the Rev. Petro 
Zvarych, St. Michael 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Frackville, and 
St. John the Baptist 

(continued on next page)Bishop Rabiy washing Fr. Mark Fesniak’s feet



Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Maizeville.

Zvarych portrayed St. 
Peter, and when Rabiy 
got to Zvarych as the last 
Apostle, he spoke as St. 
Peter about not wanting 
Jesus to wash his feet, 
but was taught about the 
need for Jesus to do so 
to show how everyone 
must serve others in 
humility.

The Rev. Paul Wolensky, 

Ukrainian Catholic faithful commemorate 1st day of 
Easter Triduum in Mount Carmel

(continued from previous page)

Ss. Peter and Paul 
Church, Wilkes-Barre, 
and St. Vladimir Church, 
Edwardsville, served as 
cantor for the Divine 
Liturgy.

After the Divine Liturgy, 
both bishops, priests, 
religious sisters and 
others went to the parish 
hall for a meatless 
luncheon.

http://republicanherald. Fr. Zvarych portrayed St. Peter

Photos are from the video on YouTube.

Watch the Holy Thursday Service at the following link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NGKMRt0GGwI&feature=share

A Great Blessing; Mount Carmel Ukrainian Church Holds 
Holy Thursday Service

com/news/ukrainian-
c a t h o l i c - f a i t h f u l -
c o m m e m o r a t e -

1 s t - d a y - o f - e a s t e r -
t r i d u u m - i n - m o u n t -
carmel-1.2319842

March 30, 2018 

BY CHRIS J. GREGO
THE NEWS-ITEM, 
Shamokin, Pa.

MOUNT CARMEL, PA— 
Metropolitan Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka, spiritual 
leader of Ukrainian 
Catholics in the United 
States, lead a celebratory 
liturgical service on Holy 
Thursday at SS Peter and 
Paul Ukrainian Catholic 
Church.

Soroka, the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archbishop of 
Philadelphia, said he 
was pleased to be in 
the area for this special 
occasion.

“Today we celebrate the 
Holy Eucharist, which is a 
picture of our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s humility and His 
call for us to serve and 
love one another. I’ve 
enjoyed visiting your 
area and have found 
the people here to be 
very committed and self-

motivated in their walk of 
faith,” he said.

The service 
commemorated the 
institution of the Eucharist 
and priesthood of Jesus 
at the Last Supper, which 
included the traditional 
washing of the feet of 12 
priests by Auxiliary Bishop 
Andriy Rabiy, symbolic 
of Jesus washing he feet 
of His 12 disciples.

The service from 10:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

included congregational 
singing lead by Rev. Paul 
Wolensky, pastor of Ss. 
Peter and Paul Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church 
of Wilkes-Barre.

Approximately 200 
visitors attended from 
surrounding communities 
and throughout the state, 
filling the sanctuary 
and choir loft. Among 
them was a group of 
about 60 students from 

(continued on next page)
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St. Nicholas School 
in Minersville. One of 
their overseers, Sister 
Natalya Stoczanyn, of 
the Sisters Servants of 
Mary Immaculate (SSMI), 
said she was happy the 
school chose to attend.

“This is the highlight of 
our church year and 
having the archbishop 
come here to visit our 
area and lead today’s 
service has been a 
wonderful experience 
and great blessing to 
us,” she said.

A Great Blessing; Mount Carmel Ukrainian Church Holds 
Holy Thursday Service

(continued from previous page)

The Rev. John 
Fields, director of 
communications for the 
archdiocese, concurred 
with Stoczanyn.

“Everyone did a terrific 
job with today’s service 
and it was a wonderful 
experience for all those 
who attended,” he said. 
“The last time a church 
in our area was selected 
was back in 2012 when 
we celebrated Holy 
Thursday at St. Michael’s 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church of Frackville, 

where I was pastor at 
the time.”

The congregation was 
also filled with current 
and former parishioners, 
including Helen 
Danisevich, of Wilburton, 
who said, “I used to 
belong to this church 
and today’s service was 
very inspiring. I enjoyed 
meeting the archbishop 
and deacon.”

Pastor of Ss. Peter and 
Paul, the Rev. Michael 
Hutsko, summed up the 

Holy Thursday service was marked by a large turnout at Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian 
Catholic Church of Mount Carmel. (Photo: CHRIS J. GREGO)

day’s events.

“We were honored to 
have the archbishop 
visit our church today 
and lead us in this 
important celebration 
and remembrance of 
the servanthood and 
sacrificial love of our 
wonderful Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, which 
unites us together.”

https://www.newsitem.
com/articles/a-great-
blessing/
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PASTORAL LETTER OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV TO 
PRIESTS ON HOLY THURSDAY

Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching 

them to observe all that 
I have commanded you 

(Mt 28:19-20).

Dearly Beloved in Christ 
priests

Honorable Brothers-
seminarians!

First of all I wish to greet 
you on the day of Christ’s 
priests! Today, on Holy 
Thursday, we remember 
how our Lord Jesus Christ 
serves His disciples, 
washes their feet, gathers 
them in a chamber to eat 
the Passover, speaks to 
them and guides them, 
leaving them the greatest 
gift for mankind—Himself 
in the Most Holy Eucharist, 
and for its permanent 
celebration He establishes 
the Holy Mystery of the 
Priesthood. We, too, are 
called by our Savior to 
follow Him, to imitate 
Him, to be His servants, 
to give Him generously to 
others, for Christ came in 
order to serve and give 
His life for many (see 
Mt 20:28). The mission, 
which our Lord entrusted 
to us of His goodness, is 
not our privilege or merit, 
but our vocation, a gift of 
God’s love and a great 

responsibility.

This vocation includes a 
mission responsibility—
instruction and education 
in faith of the people of 
God entrusted to us. We 
are to pass on to others 
the salvific teaching, make 
disciples of Christ all to 
whom the holy Church 
sends us, proclaim to 
them the Word of God, 
teaching them the truths 
of the holy faith, and 
guiding the faithful of all 
age categories in spiritual 
growth. I would like to 
direct your attention to 
this task—to catechetical 
ministry, the goal of 
which is primarily to bring 
a person to an encounter 
with Jesus Christ, so that 
he or she, having come 
to know Him, can believe 
in Him and live in unity 
with Him.

Catechetical ministry to 
the faithful of our Church 
is a primary duty of every 
priest-minister, and a 
duty which no one has 
the right to refuse or 
perform carelessly. The 
life and development of 
our Church, parish, and 
society depend on the 
conscientious fulfillment 
of this duty. 
Today, not all of us 
fully comprehend out 
personal responsibility 
for catechetical ministry. 
However, it is precisely 

the priest-minister, the one 
whom Christ has called 
to be the visible and 
active image of Himself—
the Good Shepherd—that 
should care for the growth 
and maturation in faith of 
every person entrusted 
to his care by Him. With 
great trepidation we 
observe today that even 
those who frequently 
come to our churches 
know very little about 
the God in Whom they 
believe. The obligation to 
bring a person of today 
closer to God, to help 
them know and love Him, 
to understand the basic 
truths of our faith better 
and better, to live by these 
truths and proclaim them 
in the world of today—
that is the meaning of 
pastoral ministry, of 
safeguarding the souls of 
the flock entrusted to us 
by Christ. We are called 
to open up and help 
our faithful understand 
the Word of the Divine 
Gospel, so that they 
might know Jesus, believe 
in Him, and become His 
authentic and convinced 
disciples and followers, 
and build a relationship 
with our Savior. That is 
why the teaching of the 
faith is at the heart of the 
priestly ministry.

It is necessary to not 
only catechize children 
preparing for their first 

Holy Confession. The 
need for teaching ministry 
is not any lesser for 
youth and adults, those 
who are threatened by 
the danger of a loss of 
faith, as well as those 
who seek answers for 
the difficult questions of 
their life. The priest is the 
one who for our people 
should be a living icon of 
the Divine Teacher, the 
conduit through whose 
ministry the faithful can 
draw upon the heavenly 
wisdom that is being 
passed on to them by the 
Christ’s Church.

In our Church there 
are many trained and 
dedicated lay and 
religious catechists. 
Therefore, the clergy 
should invite them to 
minister in the parishes, 
care for their spiritual 
life and adequate 
preparation, guide them 
and assist them. However, 
I wish to emphasize 
that lay catechists are 
there to assist the priests 
and cannot completely 
replace them. Thus, a 
priest cannot remove 
himself from his personal 
responsibility which has 
been placed on him 
for quality catechetical 
ministry to his parishioners, 
regardless of their age. 
This responsibility foresees 
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not only the ability to 
adequately organize 
catechetical ministry in 
the parish, but also the 
obligation to be the first 
and the model catechist 
for all age groups of 
faithful.

A well-organized 
catechetical school or 
at least a catechetical 
community can help in the 
proper organization of 
catechesis. It is necessary 
to ensure cooperation 
with those responsible for 
catechetical ministry in 
the eparchy or exarchate. 
Standing before the face 
of Christ and calling 
Him our Teacher, we 
should ask ourselves: why 
today—when decades 
have passes since we 
received the gift of 
freedom for our Church 
in Ukraine, and our 
communities abroad can 
freely develop—do we 
have parishes in which 
there is no catechesis? 
How can a parish be 
vibrant without regular, 
well-established, quality 
catechesis or school of 
faith?

I call upon all priests 
to “revive the gift” they 
received from the Lord, 
and their zeal in serving 
Him, so that in our 
parishes there be no one 
who has not come to 

PASTORAL LETTER OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV TO 
PRIESTS ON HOLY THURSDAY

know our Savior and Lord 
or His teaching, who do 
not know the truths of the 
holy faith, and, therefore, 
cannot pass them on to 
others.

The Church calls on us 
to rethink our methods of 
catechetical ministry and 
evangelization. The more 
we reflect and pray on 
the Word of God in the 
Gospel, to more fervently 
we nurture our personal 
and liturgical prayer, the 
more we discover our 
faith. The more we love 
God and neighbor, the 
more we strive to serve, 
demonstrating sensitivity 
to the needs of the people 
of God.

The Christian household 
and family has a special 
place in the fostering 
and transmission of faith. 
We can say without 
exaggeration that parents 
are the first catechists 
of their children. The 
Venerable Andrey 
Sheptytsky reminds us: 
“Having to work on the 
salvation of the people 
entrusted to us by the 
Lord, having to sanctify 
their live through Christ’s 
teaching, we must work 
on the Christian family.”  
Parents need catechesis 
in order to guide their 
children in catechetical 
instruction and create 

for them a quiet family 
environment at home, 
which promotes an 
understanding of Christ’s 
faith and growth in it. 
Thus, the domestic Church 
is the first school of faith, 
prayer, and service, and 
the church community 
assists adults in this task 
and guides them. Saint 
Pope John Paul II assures 
us: “The more the Church, 
whether on the local 
or the universal level, 
gives catechesis priority 
over other works and 
undertakings the results 
of which would be more 
spectacular, the more 
she finds in catechesis 
a strengthening of 
her internal life as a 
community of believers 
and of her external 
activity as a missionary 
Church.” 

Beloved fellow-workers 
in Christ’s priesthood! In 
greeting you on this holy 
and great day, I hope 
to express my sincere 
gratitude to all of you 
who, without expecting 
praise or reward, 
fervently serve God and 
our people. I especially 
thank those among you 
who by their personal 
example bring people 
closer to God, who 
share with them their own 
experience of faith and 
prayer, who safeguard 

their souls and engage 
in active catechetical 
ministry, helping others 
know Christ, who through 
you wants to become the 
Teacher of our people. 
Let us all take to heart 
the words of St. Paul to 
Timothy: “preach the word; 
be ready in season and 
out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, and exhort, with 
complete patience and 
teaching” (2Tim 4:2).

May the Most Holy 
Theotokos, our Mother 
and Protector of priests, 
with her motherly prayer 
and example of faith, in 
her readiness to serve God 
and humanity, intercede 
before the Lord for all the 
priests of our Church, that 
we be granted sensitivity 
to the needs of humanity, 
a readiness and fervor 
to serve according to 
Christ’s example—our sole 
Teacher and Lord.

The blessing of the Lord 
be upon you!

† SVIATOSLAV

Given in Kyiv
at the Patriarchal Cathedral 
of the Resurrection of 
Christ,
on the Day of the Forty 
Martyrs of Sebaste, March 
22, 2018 A.D.

(continued from previous page)
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Palm Sunday Divine Liturgy Celebrated at the golden-
domed Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate 

Conception in Philadelphia, Pa.

Philadelphia, Pa. -- 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka was the 
main celebrant at the 
10:30 AM Ukrainian 
Divine Liturgy on Palm 
Sunday/Feast of the 
Annunciation, March 
25, 2018 in the golden-
domed Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception 
in Philadelphia, Pa. 

The homily was offered by 
Msgr. Martin Canavan, 
who had given a Lenten 
Mission at the Cathedral 
parish. 

Metropolitan Stefan, Fr. Pitula, Deacon Waak, and Altar Servers during the 
blessing of palms and pussy willows

Msgr. Martin Canavan offers the homily
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Watch a video on our 
YouTube Channel at

https://www.youtube.com/user/
thewayukrainian

(continued from previous page)

Msgr. Martin Canavan 
spoke about how we 
are celebrating two 
feasts today, the Feast 
of the Annunciation and 
Palm Sunday.  On Palm 
Sunday Jesus came 
to Jerusalem. Msgr. 
Canavan said how 
God comes to us in the 
sacraments and we need 
to make room for God 
daily.  God is with each 
and every one of us.  He 
comes to us.  God cares 

Palm Sunday Divine Liturgy Celebrated at the golden-
domed Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate 

Conception in Philadelphia, Pa.

for each and every one 
of us.  And like the Feast 
of the Annunciation, we 
are called like Mary to 
welcome God into our 
midst and into our heart.

Fr. Roman Pitula and 
Deacon Michael Waak 
were concelebrants at 
the Ukrainian Divine 
Liturgy. 

Palms and pussy willow 
branches were blessed 

and distributed to the 
faithful at the end of the 
Divine Liturgy.

After the  Divine Liturgy,  
an Easter Egg Hunt was 
held on the cathedral 

Easter Egg Hunt with Fr. Roman Pitula

grounds for the children 
of the cathedral parish.  
Fr. Pitula signaled the 
start of the Egg Hunt by 
ringing the bell located 
in the outside Bell Tower.
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First Confession in 
Northampton, PA

Pictured right: Congratulations to Anthony Brigidi, 
Cathryn Ford and Kolby Miller who received their 
Sacrament of Confession on Saturday-March 24, 
2018; pictured with Father John Seniw.  May God 
bless them and grant them many happy years.  
Mnohaya Lita!

Pictured below: Anthony Brigidi and Kolby Miller 
(pictured front-center) celebrated their Holy 
Communion with the children, Altar Servers, Religious 
Education Teachers and Father John Seniw of St 
John’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in Northampton, 
PA on Sunday-March 25, 2018 after receiving their 
First Confession.
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PLEASE HELP US 
IMPROVE ACCESSIBILITY 

TO OUR CHANCERY

You will recall that our Chancery 
moved into the former Cathedral school 
building, allowing for leasing out our 
former building to earn revenue for the 
archeparchy.  The original plan envisioned 
an addition to accommodate an elevator.  
The cost was prohibitive – well in excess 
of $ 400,000 or more.  We proceeded 
to adapt the school building and to 
transfer the Chancery without providing 
for an elevator.  So as to provide for 
those who need assistance to visit our 
offices, we are installing two chair lifts 
at a total cost of $ 25,000.  One will 
provide for access to the main floor at 
the front entrance from the parking lot.  
The second will provide access to the 
top floor offices via the wide stairway on 
the 8th Street side of the building.  This 
will assist in providing for persons who 
need assistance ascending between the 
floors.  It is important that everyone feels 
welcome and able to visit our Chancery 
offices.  We humbly ask your help in 
meeting this cost.  Your contribution will 
assist in meeting the cost while at the same 
time, indicate your support for ensuring 
that physically challenged people are 
welcomed equally in the Chancery.  God 
bless you for your concern, and for your 
anticipated understanding and generous 
assistance.  Your donation can be sent 
to the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia, 810 N Franklin Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19123.  Thank-you!

+ Stefan Soroka, Metropolitan-
Archbishop

Chair Lift Donations as of  
March 29th, 2018

Thank 
You
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News from Olyphant, PA

The community project 2018 for Saint Cyril’s 
Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church  in 
Olyphant was the donation of clothes and food.  
Food was  donated by Reverend Nestor Iwasiw, 
pastor of Saint Cyril’s Church to the Reverend 
Jack Munley, lead pastor of the “rescue and 
restore “church in Olyphant Pennsylvania. 
Along with Lauren Telep of Saint Cyril’s church.

P h o t o :  
R e v e r e n d 
Nestor Iwasiw, 
Reverend Jack 
Munley and 
Lauren Telep 

------------------------------------------

Assorted Easter decorations and Easter 
baskets  were donated to “the breadbasket “ 
of Lackawanna County in Jessup Pennsylvania. 
Donated by Saint Cyril’s and Methodius 
Ukrainian Catholic Church Olyphant. The 
Easter items were accepted by Beth Lepri 
at the bread basket in Peckville (Queen of 
angels parish building) and helped by Dominic 
Angeloni and Damien Bryla as they did their 
community service as sophomores at Valley 
view high school.  

Photo: Left 
to right; 
D o m i n i c  
A n g e l o n i , 
D a m i e n 
Bryla, Bev 
Lepri, and 
L a u r e n 
Telep.
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Byzantine Church Supplies
Address: 810 North Franklin St.

Philadelphia, PA 19123
Phone: 215 -627-0660

Email: byzsupplies@yahoo.com
website: http://ukrcathedral.com/byzsup/
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.

com/byzantineChurchSupplies/
Store Manager - Mrs. Myroslava Demkiv



 

  

Right here in the United States, some dioceses and eparchies are unable to provide fundamental 
pastoral care for their faithful. These “home mission” dioceses and epachies cannot support an 
adequate number of priests. They cannot afford funding for youth ministry programs or 
religious education. This month we take up a collection for the Catholic Home Missions 
Appeal. Help strengthen the Church at home with a generous donation. 
What our Eparchies have received this year: 

Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia 

$125,000 

Ukrainian Eparchy of St. Josaphat in Parma $155,000 

Ukrainian Eparchy of St. Nicholas in 
Chicago 

$140,000 

Ukrainian Eparchy of Stamford $125,000 

Total to our 4 Eparchies in the USA $670,000.00 

 

Please make a 
donation during 

the month of 
April to help 

OUR churches in 
the United States. 

Your donation can be sent to the 
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia, 810 N Franklin Street, 

Philadelphia, PA 19123.   
Thank-you! 
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THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN

The Myrrh-bearing women were the very first to discover the empty tomb.  When Jesus had breathed His 
last breath, Joseph of Arimathea boldly went to Pilate to ask for the body of the Lord.  Taking Jesus our 
Lord down from the cross, they wrapped Jesus in a fine linen cloth and laid Jesus in the tomb, cut out from 
the rock.  A huge stone was then rolled across the entrance and all departed for it was the preparation 
day for the great Sabbath.  
 
Very early in the morning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to the tomb to continue the ritual of 
Jewish burial for Jesus, to anoint the body of our crucified Lord with myrrh.  Going to the tomb, they heared 
the sound of a great earthquake.  An angel of the Lord descended from heaven, approached, rolled back 
the stone covering the entrance to the tomb and sat upon it.  The angel’s clothing was as white as snow 
and his appearance like lightning.  The guards which Pilate sent to watch over the Lord’s body were shaken 
with fear. The guards became like unto dead men.
 
The Angel then speaks to the myrrh-bearing women: “Do not be afraid! I know you are seeking Jesus the 
crucified.  He is not here, for He has been raised from the dead just as He has said.” (Mt. 28: 5-6) Jesus 
the Christ is risen! What joy must have filled the hearts.
 
The Angel tells the holy Myrrh-bearers:  “Come see the place where He was laid. Then go quickly and 
tell His disciples.”  (Mt. 28:6)  The myrrh-bearing women were the first to witness the empty tomb, hear the 
news: “He is Risen.” They did not keep this joyous new to themselves, but rather share it with the Apostles.  

Our Church remembers these holy women on the second Sunday after Easter. The Icon of the Myrrh-
bearing Women witnesses the Resurrection of Christ as it follows the Gospel account. The cave represents 
the burial place, originally belonging to Joseph of Arimathea. Now there only remains the empty sepulcher 
(tomb) and the linen cloth.  In the Troparion for the Sunday of the Holy Myrrh-bearers, we hear:

The Angel stood by the 
tomb and cried out to the 
women bringing ointment: 
"Ointments are for the dead, 
but Christ has shown Himself 
not subject to corruption; 
so now cry out: 'The Lord 
is risen, bestowing great 
mercy upon the world.' "

May all of us Christians 
have the same great faith 
as Joseph of Arimathea 
and the Myrrh-bearing 
women and be ever ready 
to willingly serve our Risen 
Lord and Master. 

Rev. D. George 
Worschak Icon of the Resurrection and the Replica of the Shroud of Turin 

at the Cathedral, Philadelphia
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Baskets for the Needy

Amarilis and Anali Rodriguez, two Assumption 
Catholic School alumni, saw the need in their 
community of Perth Amboy and wanted to help 
make a difference. They have been hosting 
donation drives to collect nonperishable goods 
throughout the Lenten season. This Monday, the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church of the Assumption  in 
Perth Amboy, NJ  contributed enough donations 
to provide twenty baskets to families in need for 
Easter. Amarilis and Anali are so thankful to the 
parish and their The Alma Mater for the continued  
support and generosity.
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Rev. Wasyl Kharuk, 
“Missionaries
of Mercy” 

Representative 
of the Ukrainian 

Catholic 
Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia

“Be merciful, as your Father is merciful” (Lk. 6, 36)

April 8, 2018

Dear Friends,

Christ is risen!

We continue to 
celebrate the great 
Feast of Pascha.  We 
are happy and full of 
joy because Jesus gives 
us hope. This joy and 
happiness in our hearts 
cannot only be for a 
few days.  We must 
everyday joyfully share 
the Good News of the 
reality of Christ’s victory 
over death and sin.  
This message of hope 
cannot only be shared 
with fellow parishioners, 
friends, and family, 
but with everyone, we 
encounter, strangers 
and even enemies.

During this Paschal 
Season, we hear 
lessons from Saint 

Luke’s Book of the 
Acts of the Apostles.  
After the Resurrection, 
the Apostles fearlessly 
continued the mission 
of Jesus by teaching, 
preaching, healing and 
baptizing. That mission 
that Jesus gave to his 
Apostles, we too must 
continue even today.

The Apostles were 
threatened by 
persecution, and they 
did not waver in their 
mission.  We too must 
not fear or stop doing 
our ministry (by virtue 
of our baptism we are 
all ministers) because of 
our struggles, trials, and 
tribulations.  Nothing 
should stop us, because 
Jesus empowers all of us 
to carry on His mission.

The best advice given 
to us by the Apostle 
Paul, when we might 

be tempted to use 
force, aggression, or 
power to conquer those 
opposed to completing 
our mission, is to do the 
opposite of what we as 
humans might choose 
or find easier to do. 
Instead, we must face 
the challenges and wage 
a war of charity, mercy 
and peace. Saint Paul 
says in his First Epistle 
to the Corinthians, “Love 
is patient, love is kind. It 
is not jealous, [love] is 
not pompous, it is not 
inflated, it is not rude, 
it does not seek its own 
interests, it is not quick-
tempered, it does not 
brood over injury, it 
does not rejoice over 
wrongdoing but rejoices 
with the truth. It bears all 
things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures 
all things. (1 COR 13:4-
7)

My dear Friends, may 
the mercy, love and 
peace of the Risen Lord 
Jesus be with all of us 
during these days of 
Pascha!  Amen!

Saint Basil Academy presents The 
Broadway Musical HAIRSPRAY

Performance Dates:
Friday, April 13, 2018 @ 7pm

Saturday, April 14, 2018 @ 7pm
Sunday, April 15, 2018 @ 2pm 

Saint Basil Academy
711 Fox Chase Road

Jenkintown, PA  19046
(215)885-3771  

Purchase tickets online at: https://www.
stbasilacademy.org/product/hairspray-tickets/    

2018 Ukrainian Catholic 
Pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land

You are cordially invited to join St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Passaic, NJ, on a once-
in-a-lifetime journey following in the footsteps of 
Jesus with an opportunity to celebrate our Divine 
Liturgy at sacred places along the way.  Trip 
dates: October 14 – 23, 2018. For a brochure 
or further information contact Annette@select-intl.
com, by phone 1-800-842-4842, 973-471-9727 
or on Facebook, St. Nicholas Ukrainian Passaic.
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5 PM

 
EASTER DINNER “SVIACHENE” CELEBRATION 

 

                  _ 
 

                              CHRYSTOS VOSKRES! 
 
Father Myron Myronyuk and his Parish Family of Scranton’s Saint Vladimir 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church will conduct their annual Easter Dinner 
“Sviachene” celebration on Sunday, April 15, 2018, beginning at 12:15pm in 
the Parish Center at 428 North Seventh Avenue. Dinner will consist of 
Ukrainian borshch, ham,  kobasa, red horseradish, holubchy, potato salad, 
rye bread, rolls, dessert and  beverages. Takeouts available by advance order - 
must be picked up promptly between 11:30am and 12 noon. 
 
A theme basket and 50/50 raffle will be available. 
 
Admission: $13.00 adults; $8.00 students; age 5 and under free. 
 
Advance reservations only - no tickets at the door. For reservations contact 
Maria Black at 570 503-1514. Deadline is Monday, April 9. 
 
Divine Liturgy is celebrated on Sundays at 10:30am. 
 
Everyone is invited to our welcoming church and at our table! 

Parish activities at St. Stephen UCC in Toms River, NJ 

Honoring Ukraine’s greatest poet and national hero, Taras Shevchenko at St. 
Stephen Ukrainian Catholic Church, Toms River, NJ with Fr. Volodymyr Popyk.

Phone:215-780-1227 

E-mail: basilcenter@stbasils.com 

www.basilcenter@stbasils.com 

710 Fox Chase Road Jenkintown, PA 

For more information contact 
Basilian Spirituality Center 

Organization Second Course in the Catechist Formation 
Program—Eastern Spirituality  (12 Hours) 

How Do We Worship? Is the second course in a series of our Cate-
chist Formation Program in Eastern Spirituality. The course covers 
topics of the liturgical worship, prayer, private prayer, the Liturgical 
Year, liturgical space and time and the Mysteries (Sacraments) . 

Presenter: Anne Laszok, OSBM  

HOW DO WE WORSHIP? 
AND WHAT SHALL WE TEACH 
THEM? 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 
Saturday, April 28, 2018 
9:00 AM — 4:00 PM  
BASILIAN SPIRITUALITY CENTER 

 

Students are asked to bring 
their catechisms and their 
lunch. Fee: free will offering. 

 

Register by  April 18. on line 
or by phone. 
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The Shroud of Turin Exhibit at St. Stephen UCC in
 Toms River, NJ March 15-20, 2018

Parish Ukrainian School at St. Stephen UCC in Toms River, NJ

From Thursday, March 15 to 
Tuesday, March 20 a copy of 
the Shroud of Turin (Plaschanitsia) 
was on display at St. Stephen 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Toms 
River, NJ. Father Volodymyr 
Popyk spoke about the Shroud 
every day during that period.   All 
parishioners and non-parishioners 
were invited to visit this special 
event in our parish. 

Fr. Volodymyr Popyk and parishioners are 
very happy to have a Ukrainian School at 
the parish. The children have  a very good 
opportunity to study Ukrainian language 
and to be educated religiously by the 
pastor of the parish Rev. Volodymyr Popyk. 
We welcome children to our school. We 
are located at 1344 White Oak Bottom 
Rd., Toms River, NJ 08755. For more info 
please call 732-505-6053 
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Save The Date 2018 
 
 
APRIL 8  EASTER SUNDAY (JULIAN CALENDAR) 
 
APRIL 27-28   ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS, PHILADELPHIA 
 
MAY 13  MOTHER’S DAY.  OFFERING THANKSGIVING FOR YOUR MOTHER IN PRAYER AT CHURCH  
 
MAY 23  SPRING CLERGY CONFERENCE AT THE CHANCERY IN PHILADELPHIA BEGINNING AT 9:30 AM 
 
JULY 29  84TH ANNUAL SEMINARY UKRAINIAN DAY, SOUTH ANTHRACITE DEANERY AT MINERSVILLE, PA  

11:00 AM HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY FOLLOWED BY FESTIVAL FEATURING UKRAINIAN FOLK  
DANCERS, LIVE DANCE MUSIC, UKRAINIAN FOODS, CRAFTS AND VENDORS 

 
AUGUST 12  ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE OF DORMITION OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, SLOATSBURG, NY, HOSTED BY THE 

SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE  
 
AUGUST 26  3RD ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE AT ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

CHURCH, CENTRALIA, PA  
 
SEPT. 17-20   UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CLERGY OF PHILADELPHIA RETREAT, LONG BRANCH, NJ  
 
SEPT. 20-22  CONGRESS OF EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES ON DIACONATE, SCRANTON, PA. 
 
SEPT. 30   100TH ANNIVERSARY ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, BETHLEHEM, PA. 
 
SEPT. 30  ARCHIEPARCHIAL PILGRIMAGE OF FEAST OF PROTECTION OF MOTHER OF GOD, MONASTERY  
  GROUNDS OF THE ORDER OF SISTERS OF ST. BASIL, FOX CHASE, PA.   DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM;  
  MOLEBEN AT 4:00 PM  
 
OCTOBER 28   100TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. VLADIMIR UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, PALMERTON, PA. 
 
NOVEMBER 4 BLESSING OF NEW ICONOSTASIS AT ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH,  
  WHIPPANY, NJ, 11 AM HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY 
 
DECEMBER 9   ANNUAL DIVINE LITURGY OF THANKSGIVING FOR BENEFACTORS OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA, UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION, PHILADELPHIA. 

 
DECEMBER 9   PRAZNYK OR FEAST DAY OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION,  
  PHILADELPHIA. 
 
DECEMBER 25 CHRISTMAS - NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST.   YOUR PRAYERFUL PARTICIPATION  
  IN THE DIVINE LITURGY IS YOUR BEST GIFT TO JESUS, TO YOURSELF AND TO OTHERS! 
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Bishop Vasyl Tuchapets, exarch of Kharkiv, visits 
St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church, Trenton, NJ

Bishop Vasyl and Fr. Taras Lonchyna with 
First Confession students

Bishop Vasyl with the Bibly Study group

Bishop Vasyl with the Ukrainian School 
Younger Group

Bishop Vasyl with the teenager group

Bishop Vasyl Tuchapets during the 
retreat at St. Josaphat Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, Trenton, NJ from 

March 16 - 18th.



(continued on next page)
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Bishop Vasyl Tuchapets, exarch of Kharkiv, visits the Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia and the Stamford Eparchy in the United States 

March 22, 2018

Bishop Vasyl of Kharkiv visited the 
United States.

On March 19, 2018, Bishop Vasyl 
met with Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka, of the Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia, and  Bishop 
Andriy Rabiy, Auxillary Bishop of 
the Archeparchy of Philadelphia. 
During the meeting, Bishop Vasyl  
visited the Treasury of Faith 
Museum in the lower level of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception, 
Philadelphia.

(Photo at right:)
Fr. Taras Lonchyna, Bishop 

Vasyl Tuchapets, Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan Soroka, 

Bishop Andriy Rabiy and Fr. 
Alexander Dumenko at the 

Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception, 

Philadelphia, PA

(Photo at left:)
Bishop Vasyl 

Tuchapets visits 
the Treasury of 
Faith Museum in 
the lower level of 

the Cathedral.

Treasury of Faith Museum

(215) 627-3389

tofmuseum@ukrcap.org
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The next day, Bishop 
Vasyl visited the 
Stamford Eparchy.  The 
Exarch of Kharkiv prayed 
the Stations of the Cross 
at Saints Peter and 
Paul Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Spring Valley, 
NY, where the pastor 
is  Rt. Rev. Mitred Msgr. 
John Terlecky. 

On March 21, 2018, 
Bishop Vasyl together with 
Msgr. Terlecky prayed 
at the Provincial House 
of the Sisters Servants 
of Mary Immaculate 
in Sloatsburg, NY. 
After meeting with Sr. 
Kathleen Hutsko, SSMI, 
Provincial Superior and 
the community of sisters, 

Bishop Vasyl Tuchapets, exarch of Kharkiv, visits the Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia and the Stamford Eparchy in the United States 

(continued from previous page)

Bishop Vasyl visits with Sr. Kathleen 
Hutsko, SSMI, Provincial Superior, at 

the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate 
in Sloatsburg, NY with  Rt. Rev. Mitred 

Msgr. John Terlecky

Bishop Vasyl visits St. Basil’s Seminary 
with Bishop Paul Chomnycky, OSBM

Bishop Vasyl of Kharkiv 
visited Bishop Paul 
Chomnycky, OSBM, of 
the Stamford Eparchy.  
There, Bishop Vasyl got 
acquainted with the 
history of the Eparchy in 
the Diocesan Museum, 
and also met with 
Very Reverend Roman 
Malyarchuk, Rector of 
St. Basil’s Seminary, and 
met with the priests and 
Seminary students.

Translated into English 
from an article on 
h t tp : //ugcc . khark i v .
ua/ekzarh-harkivskyj-
v idvidav-f i ladelf i jsku-
a r h y y e p a r h i y u - t a -
stemfordsku-yeparhiyu-
ssha-foto/

Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA



St. Andrew’s Chapel is Renovated in Lehigton, PA

St. Andrew’s Chapel at the 
Ukrainian Homestead of ODWU, 
Inc. in Lehighton, PA has been 
renovated.  

The Chapel was originally built in 
1963.  

Liturgies and weddings are held 
there.  

In 2017 the Chapel was renovated.  

The floor was re-done and they 
put new carpeting runners.  

A new altar was donated by the 
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia and they are grateful 
to Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka for this gift. 

Also, new Ukrainian embroidery 
was a gift from Irene Pastushok 
(Ірині (Орисі) Пастушак) these 
included Ukrainian towels and 
linens.

The Ukrainian Homestead thanks 
all the people who donated and 
helped towards renovating the 
Chapel including the Heritage 
Foundation of Chicago (Фундациї 
«Спадщина» в Чікаго.)

They invite all to come see the 
new renovated chapel.  

Liturgies will be held in the 
summer on Sundays from July 
8 to September 1, 2018 with 
Fr. Volodymyr Baran from St. 
Vladimir’s Ukrainian Catholic 

Church, Palmerton, PA.

Read the entire article in the Ukrainian 
issue of “The Way.”
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Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian 
Catholic Church 
504 Summit Avenue 
Reading, Pa. 
March 26-April 9 
For more information phone 610- 376-0586 
 
St. Andrew Parish Mission 
1834 Lititz Pike 
Lancaster, Pa. 
April 8 
For more information phone 610- 376-0586 
 
Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church 
315 Fourth Street 
West Easton, Pa. 
April 9 – 16 
For more information phone 610-252-4266 
 
St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic 
Church 
1343 Newport Avenue 
Northampton, Pa. 
April 16-23 
For more information phone 610-262-4104 
 
St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church 
1826 Kenmore Avenue 
Bethlehem, Pa. 
April 23 – 30 
For more information phone 610-865-2521 
 

The Icon and Relics of Blessed Bishop-Martyr Mykola 
Charnetsky, CSs.R will be venerated in the parishes of 
the Lehigh-Schuylkill Deanery of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia from March 26, 2018 to 
June 4, 2018.  The schedule is listed below. 
 
Blessed Bishop-Martyr Mykola Charnetsky, C.Ss.R, 
known as “the healer of souls” was beatified by St. John 
Paul II on June 27, 2001 in Lviv, Ukraine, and is 
commemorated by the church on June 27. 
 
He was arrested by the NKVD, the secret police of Josef 
Stalin on April 11, 1945 and sentenced to six years of 
hard labor in Siberia.  Terminally ill, in 1956, he was 
permitted to return to western Ukraine, where he secretly 
continued to fulfill his episcopal obligations in 
underground church of the catacombs. 
 
As a consequence of his sufferings, he died a martyr for 
the faith on April 2, 1959 in Lviv, and is known as “the 
healer of souls’ by the faithful.  
 
 
St. Vladimir Ukrainian Catholic Church 
101 Lehigh Avenue 
Palmerton, Pa. 
April 30 - May 7 
For more information phone 610-826-2359 
 
St. Anne Ukrainian Catholic Church 
1545 Easton Road 
Warrington, Pa. 
May 7-May 14 
For more information phone 215-343-0779 
 
Presentation of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic 
Church 
1564 Allentown Road 
Lansdale, Pa. 
May 14-21  
For more information phone 215-343-0779 
 
St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church 
427 West Walnut Street  
Pottstown, Pa. 
May 21- May 27  
For more information phone 610-933-5453 
  
Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church 
472 Emmett Street 
Phoenixville, Pa. 
May 27- June 4 
For more information phone 610-933-5453  
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The Replica of the Shroud of 
Turin will be on display in the 
following locations as listed. 
 
March 23-May 10, 2018 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception 
830 North Franklin Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19123 
For more information phone 215-922-2845  
 
May 11-May 28, 2018 
Transfiguration of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic 
Church 
240 Center Street 
Nanticoke, Pa. 18634 
For more information phone 570-735-2262 
 
Sunday, September 30, 2018 
Annual  Pilgrimage to the Mother of God 
Sisters of St. Basil the Great  
710 Fox Chase Road 
Fox Chase Manor, Pa. 19046 
For more information phone 215-780-1227 
 
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka procured 
this 9th Vatican sanctioned replica of the Turin 
Shroud, which measures 14.3 feet by 3.7 feet in 2010 
for the Philadelphia Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia.   
 
The Shroud of Turin is the most analyzed artifact in 
the world yet remains a mystery. The 14-foot long 
linen cloth that has been in Turin Italy for over 400 
years and bears the faint front and back image of a 
5’10” bearded, crucified man with apparent 
wounds and bloodstains that match the crucifixion 
account as recorded in the Bible.  
   
Millions of people over the centuries have believed 
it to be the actual burial shroud of Jesus of 
Nazareth. The historical trail of the Shroud trails back 
through Italy, France, Asia Minor (modern day 
Turkey) and may have originated in the Middle East 
according to botanical evidence.  
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URBI ET ORBI MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS  
EASTER 2018

Central loggia of the 
Vatican Basilica 

Easter, 1 April 2018

 
Dear brothers and 
sisters, Happy Easter!

Jesus is risen from the 
dead!

This message resounds 
in the Church the world 
over, along with the 
singing of the Alleluia: 
Jesus is Lord; the Father 
has raised him and he 
lives forever in our midst.
Jesus had foretold his 
death and resurrection 
using the image of the 
grain of wheat. He said: 
“Unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains alone; 
but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit” (Jn 12:24). 
And this is precisely what 
happened: Jesus, the 
grain of wheat sowed 
by God in the furrows 
of the earth, died, killed 
by the sin of the world. 
He remained two days in 
the tomb; but his death 
contained God’s love in 
all its power, released 
and made manifest on 
the third day, the day 
we celebrate today: the 
Easter of Christ the Lord.
We Christians believe 
and know that Christ’s 
resurrection is the true 
hope of the world, the 

hope that does not 
disappoint. It is the 
power of the grain of 
wheat, the power of 
that love which humbles 
itself and gives itself to 
the very end, and thus 
truly renews the world. 
This power continues to 
bear fruit today in the 
furrows of our history, 
marked by so many acts 
of injustice and violence. 
It bears fruits of hope 
and dignity where there 
are deprivation and 
exclusion, hunger and 
unemployment, where 
there are migrants 
and refugees (so often 
rejected by today’s 
culture of waste), and 
victims of the drug trade, 
human trafficking and 
contemporary forms of 
slavery.

Today we implore fruits 
of peace upon the entire 
world, beginning with 
the beloved and long-
suffering land of Syria, 
whose people are worn 
down by an apparently 
endless war. This Easter, 
may the light of the 
risen Christ illumine 
the consciences of all 
political and military 
leaders, so that a swift 
end may be brought to 
the carnage in course, 
that humanitarian law 
may be respected and 
that provisions be made 
to facilitate access to the 

aid so urgently needed by 
our brothers and sisters, 
while also ensuring fitting 
conditions for the return 
of the displaced.

We beseech fruits of 
reconciliation for the Holy 
Land, also experiencing 
in these days the wounds 
of ongoing conflict 
that do not spare the 
defenceless, for Yemen 
and for the entire 
Middle East, so that 
dialogue and mutual 
respect may prevail over 
division and violence. 
May our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, who 
not infrequently put 
up with injustices and 
persecution, be radiant 
witnesses of the risen 
Lord and of the victory 
of good over evil.

We invoke on this day 
fruits of hope for those 
who yearn for a more 
dignified life, above all 
in those areas of the 
African continent deeply 
affected by hunger, 
endemic conflicts and 
terrorism. May the 
peace of the risen Lord 
heal wounds in South 
Sudan and open hearts 
to dialogue and mutual 
understanding. Let us 
not forget the victims of 
that conflict, especially 
the children! May there 
be no lack of solidarity 
with all those forced to 

abandon leave their 
native lands and lacking 
the bare essentials for 
living.

We implore fruits of 
dialogue for the Korean 
peninsula, that the 
discussions under way 
may advance harmony 
and peace within the 
region. May those who 
are directly responsible 
act with wisdom and 
discernment to promote 
the good of the Korean 
people and to build 
relationships of trust 
within the international 
community.

We also beseech fruits 
of peace for Ukraine, 
that the steps taken 
to favour harmony 
may be consolidated, 
and facilitated by the 
humanitarian initiatives 
needed by its people.

We also invoke fruits 
of consolation for the 
Venezuelan people, 
who, as their bishops 
have written, are living in 
a kind of “foreign land” 
within their own country. 
May that nation, by the 
power of the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus, find 
a just, peaceful and 
humane way to surmount 
quickly the political and 
humanitarian crises that 



(continued from previous page)
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grip it. May welcome 
and assistance not be 
wanting to its sons and 
daughters forced to 
abandon their homeland.
May the risen Christ 
bring fruits of new life 
to those children, who 
as a result of wars and 
hunger, grow up without 
hope, lacking education 
and health care; and 
to those elderly persons 
who are cast off by 
a selfish culture that 
ostracizes those who are 
not “productive”.

We also implore fruits 
of wisdom for those 
who have political 
responsibilities in our 
world, that they may 
always respect human 
dignity, devote themselves 
actively to the pursuit of 
the common good, and 
ensure the development 
and security of their own 
citizens.

Dear brothers and 
sisters,

The words heard by the 

URBI ET ORBI MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS  
EASTER 2018

women at the tomb are 
also addressed to us: 
“Why do you seek the 
living among the dead? 
He is not here, but has 
risen” (Lk 24:5-6). Death, 
solitude and fear are not 
the last word. There is 
a word that transcends 
them, a word that only 
God can speak: it is the 
word of the resurrection 
(cf. John Paul II, 
Conclusion of the Way 
of the Cross, 18 April 
2003). By the power of 
God’s love, it “dispels 

wickedness, washes 
faults away, restores 
innocence to the fallen, 
and joy to mourners, 
drives out hatred, fosters 
concord and brings 
down the mighty” (Easter 
Proclamation).

Happy Easter to all!

https://w2.vatican.va/
con t e n t / f r a n ce s co/
en /me s s age s / u r b i /
d o c u m e n t s / p a p a -
francesco_20180401_
urbi-et-orbi-pasqua.html

His Beatitude Sviatoslav on Palm Sunday: "The future of 
Ukraine depends on which king you choose today."

Monday, 02 April 2018

Our strength, the strength 
of our people are not in 
the horses or chariots of 
the modern world. Not 
even in the agreements 
of the powerful of this 
world. For today God 
Himself comes to us. 
He is the One Who 
has the source of life, 
rebirth and resurrection 
of each person, Life and 
Resurrection of Ukraine. 
This was stated by the 
Father and Head of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav during the 
sermon for believers 

on Palm Sunday in the 
Patriarchal Cathedral of 
the Resurrection of Christ 
on April 1, 2018.

As the preacher 
explained, today the 
Church celebrates one 
of the greatest Christian 
holidays - the Feast of 
the Lord's entrance to 
Jerusalem. The entrance 
that directly introduces 
us to Holy Week. In 
a few days, we will 
participate in the Paschal 
Sacrament: crucifixion, 
death, and, hence, the 
Resurrection of the Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.
As we hear in the Word 

of the Holy Gospel, 
Christ solemnly enters 
Jerusalem six days 
before His Passions. He 
first encounters young 
people who came to meet 
Him with palm branches 
and congratulate Him as 
a winner.

“But what is the meaning 
of today's holiday? This 
feast responds to one 
vital question that the 
Israelis asked themselves 
in the days of the Old 
Testament Passover 
when they had left the 
house of bondage and 
had fallen between one 
death - from the hands 

of Pharaoh and the 
second death - from 
hunger and thirst in the 
wilderness. And they 
asked Moses: ‘Is our 
God with us?’ And all 
that we read about the 
Old Testament Pascha is 
like the answer of God 
on this fundamental 
human question. ... And 
if we read attentively 
the books of the Old 
Testament, we will hear 
a clear message that the 
true King of Israel, on 
Whom life, protection, 
salvation, victory over 
the enemies depend, 

(continued on next page)
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is not a man, not an 
earthly prince, but God. 
He is the King of Israel. 
The only God is the One 
Who is the vital force, 
victory, life and future of 
His people,” explained 
the Primate.

That is why, said His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav, the 
word “Osanna,” which 
means “save us,” shows 
us where this salvation 
comes from - only from 
God. “Who is he who 
cometh in the name of 
the Lord? Who is the one 
who brings us this vital 
force? This is the Son of 
God Himself, God, Who 
became a man. And 
today, as a long-awaited 
Messiah, He arrives in His 
capital. That's why today 
everyone is happy,” said 
the Head of the UGCC.

“When we hear about 
these events,” observed 
the preacher, “which 
took place two thousand 
years ago in Jerusalem, 
we feel that this story is 
about us.” “Our nation,” 
said the spiritual leader 
of the Greek Catholics, 
“today, like the Old 
Testament Israel, is 
on its Passover Road. 
We, like once again, 
are in the paws of 
some strange historical 
circumstances between 

His Beatitude Sviatoslav on Palm Sunday: "The future of 
Ukraine depends on which king you choose today."

(continued from previous page)

one death and another. 
Can we get back? Do 
we have to go ahead? 
Where is the power of 
Ukraine, of the Ukrainian 
people? Where should 
the Ukrainian youth 
draw strength today? 
Who to lean on? Who 
is the source of life and 
certainty in the future of 
our people, the Church, 
the country? Today, 
the youth of Jerusalem 
gives us, the young 
Ukraine, the answer to 
this question. For only 
for Christ today befits 
to sing with the sons of 
Jerusalem: Osanna.”

“But it is important,” the 
Primate believes, “that 
we must make our choice 
today!” “For we will see 
how, in a few days, the 
scribes and Pharisees will 
make a different choice 
before Pilate. They will 
renounce the God Who 
is their rock, and they 
will say to Pilate: Crucify 
Him, because we have 
no king except Caesar.”

“Every day, we also 
have the temptation 
rather to rely on a bird 
in the hand than on the 
force that comes from 
Heaven. Some kind of 
earthly logic, human 
transactions, everything 
that makes a person feel 

confident, build our own 
future by ourselves, often 
looks more correct to us. 
But sooner or later, we 
will see that this illusion 
will only cause further 
suffering,” said His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav.

Therefore, the preacher 
called, today, following 
Christ, let us sing to Him: 
Osanna! Let us embrace 
the strength, joy and 
hope that He gives us 
today.

But especially the Head 
of the Church on this 
holiday addressed the 
youth. “Make the right 
choice in life, do not let 
yourselves be deceived 
by any futile human 
hopes. Let us hear the 
very King of David, 
Who says to us: Do 
not rely on the princes 
of men, because there 
is no salvation in them. 
Christ is a challenge for 
you today, because He 
calls you to follow Him. 
He is your vocation, 
which you should not 
hesitate to accept and 
follow Him. Put your 
dreams and wishes 
at His feet, because 
you, young Ukrainians, 
are new branches on 
the Ukrainian nation's 
millennial crown. You 
are the sign that Ukraine 

is alive now and she will 
always be. But her life 
will depend on which 
king you choose today,” 
said the Head of the 
UGCC.

“Accept Christ today,” 
called the spiritual 
leader, “because these 
branches, which we will 
bless today, are signs 
that you want to do this.” 
Not just to bless some 
material thing, but in your 
hands to consecrate the 
symbol of victory over 
death, a sign that you 
welcome Christ, Who 
becomes part of your 
life. "

At the end of the Liturgy, 
the Head of the Church 
sanctified the branches 
that the faithful brought 
with them.
 
Department of 
Information of the UGCC

http://news.ugcc.ua/en/
news/the_head_of_the_
ugcc_on_palm_sunday_
the_future_of_ukraine_
depends_on_wh ich_
k i n g _ y o u _ c h o o s e _
today_82391.html
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The one who sleeps long in the morning, will face trouble, 
misery and poverty, His Beatitude Sviatoslav

Friday, 23 March 2018
 
The Ukrainian language 
has a wonderful proverb 
that accurately describes 
the "gap" between the 
rich and the poor, in 
particular in the Ukrainian 
society: "A fed person is 
not a friend for a hungry 
one!" But indeed, which 
factors make us rich, 
and which - poor? And 
is tireless labor, and not 
laziness, the key to our 
prosperity? 

The Head and Father 
of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church 
responded to these 
questions during the 
program "Open Church" 
on the topic "Poverty 
and Wealth."

"The Holy Scriptures, 
in particular the Book 
of Wisdom, tell us 
a lot about laziness. 
Obviously, laziness is 
a big misfortune! It is 
a peculiar web, which 
binds and paralyzes a 
person, does not enable 
him/her to develop. A 
slothful person will not 
only get nothing material, 
but even the spiritual that 
she he/has, can easily 
lose," said the Head of 
the UGCC.

In his opinion, when we 
talk about the culture 

of labor, one must also 
appreciate diligence! 
Unfortunately, according 
to his observations, 
respect for people of 
work in Ukraine is rapidly 
falling ... Human labor is 
being quickly devalued.

"It's not uncommon for 
people to look for a 
quick and sometimes 
even criminal enrichment, 
bragging about it 
before other citizens, 
or even friends. And 
we very often do not 
understand the value, 
as Andrei Sheptytsky 
said, of this "ant" daily 
work. According to 
the Metropolitan, it is 
thanks to such work that 
the nation is moving 
forward!" emphasized 
the spiritual leader of the 
Greek Catholics.

However, there are other 
challenges facing poverty 
- this is the inability to 
properly use our wealth. 
It is worth mentioning 
here the parable of a 
prodigal son. The father 
gave his son a part of the 
inheritance, and he went 
to a strange land, lived 
in fornication and wasted 
away all the inheritance, 
all the property given to 
him by his father.

"We have got 
accustomed to or often 

want to live at someone 
else's expense. We are 
not able to match our 
expenses with our profits. 
We do not know how 
to be thrifty in our daily 
expenses. That is why 
there are many different 
dangers that await us. If 
we, as a society, live at 
someone's account (i.e. 
always borrow some 
funds from the IMF), we 
will expect that some rich 
countries will support 
us or that they owe us 
something (because we 
are so beautiful, cultural 
and open) - that is just 
an illusion that de facto 
will sooner or later turn 
into a great disaster, 
a great misfortune," 
emphasized the Head of 
the Church the urgency 
of this problem in our 
society.

“As stated in the Book 
of Wisdom, sooner or 

later, one who sleeps 
in the morning for a 
long time, will encounter 
misery, grief and poverty. 
Therefore, let's embrace 
the culture of labor, then 
we will be able not only to 
acquire wealth, not only 
to produce necessary 
goods, but also to use 
them well," said His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav.

Department of 
Information of the UGCC

http://news.ugcc.ua/
e n / n ew s / t h e _ o n e _
who_sleeps_long_in_
the_morning_will_face_
trouble_misery_and_
poverty_his_beatitude_
sviatoslav_82296.html
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OLDEST EASTER EGGS DATING BACK TO KYIVAN RUS 
EXHIBITED IN LVIV

3 April 2018

On April 2, two ancient 
Easter eggs of the Kyivan 
period, approximately 
XI-XIII centuries, which 
are kept in the funds 
of the archaeological 
museum of the Ivan 
Franko Lviv University, 
were presented in Lviv.

According to Radio 
Svoboda, they were 
found in the postwar 
years, in the late 40's of 
the twentieth century, in 
Lviv region, in the territory 
of ancient Plisnensk – 
a Slavonic settlement 
of the IX-X centuries. 
Today, archaeologists 
once again exhibited 
them on the eve of the 

Easter holidays.

“There is another Easter 
egg of this period, the 
third, but it is stored in 
the Krakow Museum. 
In Halychyna, besides 
Plisnensk, such Easter 
eggs are known in 
Zvenihorod, Lviv region. 
This is a typical Kyivan 
Easter egg (pysanka). 
They are, in fact, of the 
same type, not only in 
ornament, but also in 
color – brown-green 
color. It was a heavy 
technological work: a 
pivot was planted in the 
hole, and the artisan 
drew an ornament from 
the line of inclination. The 
eggs are covered with 
ceramic, that is, they were 

originally made of clay, 
then covered with ceramic 
glaze,” archaeologist 
Vitaly Lyaska told the 
Radio Liberty.

Ancient Easter eggs 
clatter – inside there is a 
clay ball. Some scholars 
say that it was also a toy 
for children. According to 

experts, such pysankas 
are unique. Such 
pysankas are found not 
only in the Kyiv region, 
but also in Galicia.

h t tps ://r i su .org.ua/
en/ index/al l_news/
culture/religion_and_
culture/70691/


