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Official Publication of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia

Eastern Catholic Bishops of the 
United States Meet in St. Louis

Eastern Catholic Bishops met on March 6th and 7th, 2018 in the Chancery offices of the Maronite Church 
in St. Louis for their annual meeting. There are 18 Eastern Catholic Churches in USA, which is unique in 
the world.  Bishop Andriy Rabiy, Auxiliary for the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia  joined 
Bishop Paul Chomnycky, OSBM of the Stamford Eparchy, Bishop Bohdan Danylo of St. Josaphat Eparcyh 
in Parma, Bishop Venedykt Aleksiychuk of St. Nicholas Eparchy of Chicago, and Bishop-Emeritus Basil 
Losten in the discussions on topics and needs common to all the Eastern Catholic Churches in USA.   The 
Ukrainian Catholic Bishops also met for a separate meeting on the Monday evening before the meeting.  
Archbishop Stefan Soroka and Bishop John Bura of our Archeparchy were unable to attend for medical 
reasons.
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Spiritual Leader of Ukrainian Catholics in the United States 
to Celebrate Holy Thursday Service in Mt. Carmel Church; 
Liturgical Rites Commemorate the Institution of the Eucharist 
and the Priesthood at the Last Supper and Will Include the 

Traditional Washing of the Feet of Twelve Priests

 
All are Invited to attend the 

Holy Thursday Divine Liturgy Celebrated 
by Metropolitan Stefan Soroka 

 

 
 

 
Thursday, March 29, 2018  10:30 AM 

 
Ss. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church 

131 North Beech Street 
Mount Carmel, Pa. 

 
 

This Service Commemorates the Institution of the 
Most Holy Eucharist, the Holy Priesthood and the 

Washing of the Disciples’ Feet by Our Lord 
 

MT. CARMEL,  PA—
On Holy Thursday, 
March 29, the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archbishop 
of Philadelphia, who is 
the spiritual leader of 
Ukrainian Catholics in the 
United States, Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka will be the 
main celebrant during 
religious services at Ss. 
Peter and Paul Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, 131 
North Beech Street, Mt. 
Carmel (Northumberland 
County), Pa.  

Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka will 
celebrate the Vesperal 
Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 
the Great together with 
Auxiliary Bishop John 
Bura, Auxiliary Bishop 
Andriy Rabiy and clergy 
of the Philadelphia 
Archeparchy.  The 
services begin at 10:30 
a.m. and all the faithful 
from throughout the 
archeparchy are invited 
to attend.

The Holy Thursday 
service commemorates 
the institution of the 
Holy Eucharist and the 
priesthood of Jesus 
Christ at the Last Supper.  
During the service, 
there will also be the 

traditional Washing of 
the Feet of 12 priests by 
auxiliary Bishop Andriy 
Rabiy,  reenacting the 
washing of the feet of 
His apostles by Jesus as 
recounted in the Gospel 
of John. 

The deacon for the 
services will be Rev. 
Deacon Paul Spotts, 

St. Michael Church, 
Frackville and St. John 
the Baptist Church, 
Maizeville.  During the 
washing of the feet 
commemoration Very 
Rev. Archpriest Michael 
Hutsko, host pastor will 
be the narrator and Rev. 
Petro Zvarych, pastor 
of St. Michael Church, 
Frackville and St. John 

the Baptist Church, 
Maizeville will portray 
St. Peter.  Rev.  Paul 
Wolensky, Ss. Peter and 
Paul Church, Wilkes-
Barre and St. Vladimir 
Church, Edwardsville 
will serve as cantor 
for the Divine Liturgy.  
Rev. Paul Makar, 
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pastor of St. Nicholas 
Church, Minersville and 
Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Church, 
Middleport, will serve as 
Master of Ceremonies, 
assisted by Rev. Walter 
Pasicznyk, pastor of 
Transfiguration of Our 
Lord Church, Nanticoke 
and Ss. Peter and Paul 

Church, Plymouth.   
 
Since he became 
M e t r o p o l i t a n -
Archbishop, Archbishop 
Stefan has conducted 
these Holy Thursday 
services in various 
deaneries of the 
expansive Philadelphia 
Ukrainian Archeparchy, 

Spiritual Leader of Ukrainian Catholics in the United States 
to Celebrate Holy Thursday Service in Mt. Carmel Church...

which includes eastern 
Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Maryland, 
Virginia, Delaware, and 
the District of Columbia.  

The present pastor of 
the church, Very Rev. 
Archpriest Michael 
Hutsko, has served 
the faithful of Ss. Peter 

and Paul’s parish since 
2010.  He also serves 
the faithful of Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary parish in Centralia, 
Pa. and serves as 
Protopresbyter of 
the South Anthracite 
Deanery.

THE THEMES OF THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. BASIL THE 
GREAT WITH VESPERS ON HOLY THURSDAY

Introduction
The Divine Liturgy of 
Saint Basil the Great 
with Vespers on Holy 
Thursday is one of the 
most significant liturgies 
celebrated during the 
liturgical year. Four events 
from the life of Jesus 
Christ are recalled: the 
washing of the disciples' 
feet, the institution of the 
Sacrament of the Holy 
Eucharist and the Holy 
Priesthood at the Last 
Supper, the agony of 
Jesus in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, and the 
betrayal of Christ by 
Judas.  

The Institution of the 
Eucharist
At the Last Supper in the 
Upper Room Jesus gave 
a radically new meaning 
to the food and drink of 
the sacred meal. He gave 
us His Body and Blood 
as the Holy Eucharist. 
"Take, eat; this is my 

Body. Drink of it all of 
you; for this is my Blood 
of the New Covenant" 
(Matthew 26:26-28).   In 
the Eucharist we receive 
and partake of the 
resurrected Christ. We 
share in His sacrificed, 
risen and deified Body, 
"for the forgiveness of 
sins and life everlasting." 
The Eucharist is the pre-
eminent sacrament. It 
completes all the others 
and is the entire economy 
of salvation. 

The Washing of the 
Feet
By washing the feet 
of His disciples, Jesus 
summarized the meaning 
of His ministry, manifested 
His perfect love and 
revealed His profound 
humility. The act of the 
washing of the feet (John 
13:2-17) is closely related 
to the sacrifice of the 
Cross. While the Cross 
constitutes the ultimate 

manifestation of Christ's 
perfect obedience to His 
Father (Philippians 2:5-8), 
the washing of the feet 
signifies His intense love 
and the giving of Himself 
to each person according 
to that person's ability to 
receive Him (John 13:6-9).  
During this Divine Liturgy, 
the hierarch will wash 
the feet of twelve priests, 
reenacting the washing 
of the feet by Jesus of 
His disciples at the Last 
Supper.

Prayer in the Garden
The moving events in the 
Garden of Gethsemane 
(Matthew 26:36-46; Mark 
14:32-42; Luke 22:39-
46). dramatically and 
poignantly disclosed the 
human nature of Christ. 
The sacrifice He was to 
endure for the salvation of 
the world was imminent. 
In His agony He prayed 
to His Father, "Abba, 
Father, all things are 

possible to thee; remove 
this cup from me; yet not 
what I will, but what thou 
wilt" (Mark 14:36). Jesus 
offered His unconditional 
love and trust to the 
Father. He reached the 
extreme limits of self-
denial "not what I will" 
- in order to accomplish 
His Father's will. 

The Betrayal
Judas betrayed Christ 
with a kiss, the sign of 
friendship and love. The 
betrayal and crucifixion 
of Christ carried the 
ancestral sin to its 
extreme limits. In these 
two acts the rebellion 
against God reached its 
maximum capacity. The 
fall of Adam in paradise 
culminated in the death 
of God in the flesh. The 
death and resurrection 
of Christ rendered evil 
powerless.
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THIRD SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST 2018
Metropolitan Stefan Soroka

Daily we are bombarded with messages which reveal the steadfast 
rivalry between various political and social groups.  Each contends 
that they are acting in the interests of all in society. Panels of media 
“experts” debate the merits of what people in power say and do. Yet, 
there is a reluctance to surrender to some common ground. Where is 
the gift of sacrifice in the interests of the other, the common good?  St. 
Paul, in his Epistle to the Philippians, exhorts us to “do nothing out of 
selfishness or out of vainglory; rather, humbly regard others as more 
important than yourselves, each looking out not for his own interests, 
but also everyone for those of others. Have among yourselves the 
same attitude that is also yours in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:3-5).  

The veneration of the Holy Cross on the third Sunday of Great Fast 
reminds us of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for you and for me.  Jesus 
died voluntarily for our salvation.  As you venerate the Holy Cross, 
resolve to live with greater humility.  Let go of rigid attitudes and 
perceptions.  Resolve to show greater understanding for the benefit of 
the common good. Participate in the special Lenten services, being a 
part of a community of faith.  A Blessed Journey in Great Fast!

FOURTH SUNDAY OF GREAT FAST 2018
Metropolitan Stefan Soroka

Jesus cures a sick boy telling his father, “Everything is possible to one who has faith” (Mk 9 23).   
Jesus observed that this type of cure could only come about through prayer.  The disciples were men 
of faith but could not cure the boy.  Jesus seems to become 
impatient with them when he says, “How long will I endure you” 
(Mk 9:19).  Even Jesus’ closest apostles needed to be reminded 
of the power of prayer, and the need to nurture it.  Great Fast 
invites you and me to nurture the power of faith with steadfast 
and honest prayer with Jesus.  It involves our reflecting on our 
priorities in life as we stand before Jesus.  Recall the parables 
which speak of the Kingdom of God as a treasure found in a 
field, or as a pearl of great value.  Those who find it sell all that 
they have in order to possess it.  Are we zealous in nurturing 
the value of our precious faith?  Do we do and give what we 
can to see that the faith is valued, taught and shared?  The 
journey of Great Fast leads you and me to nurture our faith 
in steadfast prayer and with acts of charity with the hope that 
Jesus Christ will not ask “How long must I endure you”, but 
rather rejoice in the powerfully living of our faith.  Join with 
others in the parish to nurture your faith as a family of God.
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COMMEMORATING THE FOURTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
UKRAINE’S REVOLUTION OF DIGNITY

Feb 20, 2018

Scores of Ukrainian-
Americans and other 
supporters of Ukraine 
gathered in front of 
the Lincoln Memorial in 
Washington, DC for a 
remembrance ceremony 
marking the fourth 
anniversary of the killing 
of some 100 protesters 
on the Maidan during 
the Revolution of Dignity 
in Ukraine, as well as 
the subsequent 10,000 
deaths attributed to 
Russia’s ongoing war 
against Ukraine.  The 
Vigil to Remember 
Ukraine’s Heavenly 
Hundred was held on 
Sunday, February 18th.  
The event was organized 
by United Help Ukraine 
and the Embassy of 
Ukraine in the USA.  
Speakers included 
Ukrainian Ambassador 
Valeriy Chaly,  local 
Ukrainian clergy and 
representatives of United 
Help Ukraine, the U.S.-
Ukraine Foundation, 
Razom for Ukraine and 
US Ukrainian Activists.

Meanwhile, Heather 
Nauert, the U.S. 
State Department 
Spokesperson, released 
the following press 
statement on the 
Fourth Anniversary of 
Ukraine’s Revolution 
of Dignity: “Four years 

ago, Ukrainians from 
all walks of life and all 
regions of the country 
came together on the 
Maidan, Kyiv’s central 
square, to demand their 
government recognize 
the choice of the citizens 
of Ukraine to join Europe. 
Scores of Ukrainians—the 
“Heavenly Hundred”—
gave their lives on the 
Maidan for the dream 
of a better Ukraine. The 
United States will continue 
to stand by Ukraine as 
it faces ongoing Russian 
aggression, which has 
claimed over 10,000 lives 
and displaced more than 

1.6 million Ukrainians.

Ukraine has taken 
important steps over 
the past four years, yet 
there is still more work 
needed to fulfill the 
promise of the Maydan 
and unlock Ukraine’s 
potential. The United 
States calls on Ukraine’s 
leaders to redouble their 
efforts to implement the 
deep, comprehensive 
and timely reforms that 
are necessary to build 
the stable, democratic, 
prosperous, and free 
country Ukrainians 
deserve. We are proud 

to work with the people 
of Ukraine to honor the 
sacrifices made four 
years ago for Ukraine’s 
European choice.”

Photos by Yuliya 
Murashko

http://www.usukraine.
org/commemorating-
f o u r t h - a n n i v e r s a r y -
uk ra ines - revo lu t ion -
dignity/

Photo: The Reverend Priests of the Washington area attended 
the Annual Heavenly Hundred commemoration at the Lincoln 
Memorial.  This ceremony marks the 4th anniversary of the 
massacre at the Maidan in Kyiv. Fathers Alexander Dumenko, 
Robert Hitchens (dean) and Wasyl Kharuk offered prayer at the 
4:00 p.m. prayer vigil on Sunday, February 18 at 4:00 p.m.
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The Akathist of the Mother of God 
Akathistos Saturday 

March 17, 2018 4:00 p.m. 

T he Akathist Hymn is a profound poem           
which  sings  the praises of the Holy 

Mother and Ever-Virgin Mary. It is one of the 
most beloved services in the Eastern Church.  
It was composed in the imperial city of       
Constantine, “the city of the Virgin,” by St. 
Romanos the Melodist, who reposed in the 
year 556. 
 
   “We are all pervaded with an inward joy, the 
joy of rendering praise to Mary with the 
Akathist Hymn, so dear to the Eastern          
tradition.  It is a canticle totally centered on 
Christ, contemplated in the light of His    
Mother.  For a full 144 times, this hymn invites 
us to renew to Mary the greeting of the     
Archangel Gabriel “Ave Maria!”  Mother of 
the risen Lord and Mother of the Church, Mary 
precedes us and leads us to the authentic 
knowledge of God and to the encounter with 
the Redeemer.  She points out to us the way 
and shows us her Son.  In celebrating her with 
joy and gratitude, we honor the holiness of 
God, Whose mercy has done marvels in His 
humble handmaid.  We salute her with the title 
of “Full of grace” and implore her intercession 
for all the children of the Church who with this 
Akathist Hymn celebrate her glory.”   

Saint John Paul    
 

“Rejoice, unfading rose. 
Rejoice, the only one who budded 
forth the unfading apple. Rejoice, 
birth-giver of the aromatic balm of 

the King of all.  
Rejoice, O Bride unwedded, 

the world's salvation.”  

The Byzantine Chapel (crypt level) 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 

400 Michigan Avenue NE 
Washington, DC 20017 

Sponsored by 
St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary 

Washington, DC 
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Rev. Wasyl Kharuk, 
“Missionaries
of Mercy” 

Representative 
of the Ukrainian 

Catholic 
Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia

“Be merciful, as your Father is merciful” (Lk. 6, 36)

March 11, 2018

Dear Friends, we have 
been on a spiritual 
journey during this 
time of the Great Fast.  
Now, we are almost at 
our destination as we 
have already passed 
the midpoint.

On this Fourth Sunday 
of the Fast, we 
remember St. John 
Climacus or as he is 
also known, St. John of 
the Ladder.  He was a 
monk who died in the 
7th Century.  He is best 
known for a spiritual 
book he authored 
known as The Ladder 
of Divine Ascent.  
This is a spiritual 
guide for one to reach 
perfection based upon 
30 steps like the steps 
of a ladder that lead 
from earthly things to 

the top of the ladder 
and an encounter with 
the Divine.

The 28th step of the 
ladder is “on holy 
and blessed prayer.” 
St. John taught about 
prayer in this step as a 
conversation that ought 
to be completely simple 
much like the prayer 
of the publican or the 
prodigal son. “God be 
merciful to me a sinner” 
(Lk 18:13). “Father, I 
have sinned against 
heaven and against you. 
I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son.” (Lk 
15:21).

Our prayer need not 
be long or complicated.  
But, it ought rather to be 
a heartfelt conversation 
between the creature 
(you and I) and our 
Creator (God).

Recently, the world lost a 
preacher of the Gospel, 
Billy Graham.  Many 
people came to the faith 
because he preached 
the Good News of Jesus 
to millions during the 
course of his life.  He 
was not a Catholic, but 
he did the Lord’s work.

I heard a commentator 
share a story about 

Billy Graham about his 
reaction to the Time 
Magazine cover from 
April 8, 1966, that asked, 
“Is God Dead?”

The story is recounted 
along these lines.  

A veteran reporter asked 
Billy Graham, “Is God 
Dead?”

Billy Graham replied, 
“Of course not.”

The reporter asked, 
“How do you know?”

Billy Graham looked 
at him and said, “I 
just talked to him this 
morning.”

It is simple and honest 
conversation that St. John 
Climacus advocated over 
a thousand years ago, 
and that Billy Graham 
spoke about in 1966.  
Prayer is a conversation 
with God that leads us 
to perfection.  It does not 
need to be lengthy or 
elaborate but just a “from 
the heart” conversation 
between us and God.  
The point is that we need 
to converse with God, to 
pray.

As we near the conclusion 
of the Great Fast, our 

churches provide us with 
many opportunities to 
join together in prayer 
at church.  And, there is 
nothing keeping us from 
praying at home, in the 
car, before a meal, 
with a few friends, or 
in a moment of solitary 
peace with God. 

Just pray, talk with the 
Lord!  By praying with 
the Lord, we discover 
His mercy and learn to 
be merciful. Amen.

 The Ladder of 
Divine Ascent
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Byzantine Church Supplies
Address: 810 North Franklin St.

Philadelphia, PA 19123
Phone: 215 -627-0660

Email: byzsupplies@yahoo.com
website: http://ukrcathedral.com/byzsup/
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.

com/byzantineChurchSupplies/
Store Manager - Mrs. Myroslava Demkiv
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Manor College Encourages Students to Soar in 4

Manor College Adds Bachelor degree programs to academic offerings, Freezes Tuition and
                       offers a 20% Tuition Discount for New Students!

JENKINTOWN, PA - 
Furthering the dynamic 
developments that have 
occured at Manor 
College over the past 
two years, where the 
college fully rebranded 
adopting the tagline You 
Belong Here; welcomed 
the largest New Student 
Orientation in college 
history; undertook major 
renovations including the 
library, outdoor learning 
spaces, classrooms, 
offices and most recently, 
the Ukrainian Heritage 
Museum - Manor 
College is at it again with 
their most anticipated 
announcement yet. 
Starting in Fall 2018 
Manor College will be 
offering a Bachelor of 
Science in Veterinary 
Technology and 
Practice Management 
and a Bachelor of 
Arts in Liberal Studies 
with concentrations 
in Pre-Law, Social 
Sciences, History, 
Entrepreneurship, and 
Interdisciplinary Studies*. 

For many years, Manor 
students have asked 
for four-year degree 
programs to be added 
to Manor’s already 
robust Associate degree 
program offerings.  With 
the majority of Manor 
graduates continuing 

their education to obtain 
a Bachelor’s degree and 
having to transfer to 
other institutions, students 
have been continually 
wanting to pursue their 
degrees at Manor - and 
now they can!

Not only is Manor 
College expanding their 
academic offerings to 
accommodate more 
students, but they also 
are taking action to make 
sure that students can 
afford their education. 
Manor College is 
committed to creating an 
environment on campus 
where students can 
thrive academically and 
financially. 

 While Manor College is 
already the best priced 

private Catholic college 
in Pennsylvania, Manor 
has just announced a 
tuition freeze for the 
2018/2019 academic 
year.  With this tuition 
freeze, Manor is holding 
its ground as one of 
the most affordable 
associate and bachelor 
degree colleges in the 
state. 

When the college froze 
tuition for 2016/2017 
Manor saw an increase 
in enrollment for new 
students and returning 
students and received 
much positive feedback 
from students and 
families about Manor’s 
reasonable price point. 
Manor is looking for even 
better results from this 
tuition freeze because 

now students can earn a 
four-year degree for the 
same affordable cost.  

The college officially 
announced these two new 
programs in late January 
during an on-campus 
event titled “Soar in 4” 
where attendees created 
their own ice cream 
sundaes and heard 
announcements from Dr. 
Jonathan Peri, President; 
Joanna Bassert, VMD, 
Director and Professor of 
Veterinary Technology; 
Jody Weaver CVT, 
Alumni and Practice 
Manager at the Rau 
Animal Hospital and Mike 
Landis, Liberal Studies 
Program Director about 
each new programs, 

Panel during Soar in 4 Launch Event (Photo: Kelly Peiffer)
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careers offered with the 
degree and learned 
about a special 20% 
tuition discount! 

The B.S in Veterinary 
Technology and Practice 
Management degree 
prepares students for 
leadership positions 
in a variety of animal-
and-veterinary-related 
businesses.  This 
program builds upon 
Manor College’s 
A V M A - a c c r e d i t e d 
Program of Veterinary 
Technology.  Students 
in this program will be 
equipped for positions 
in organizations such 
as veterinary practices, 
pet sitting and grooming 
businesses, biomedical 
research facilities, 
diagnostic laboratories, 
animal shelters, mobile 
veterinary clinics, zoo 
or wildlife management 
and USDA or other 
public sector positions. 
“This program is an 
exciting and cost 
effective way to continue 
your education towards 
a bachelor’s degree, 
gain business know-how 
and expand employment 
opportunities beyond 
clinical practice,” said 
Dr. Bassert. 

The B.A in Liberal Studies 
exposes students to 
liberal arts curriculum with 

several areas to choose 
from including: Pre-Law, 
Social Sciences, History, 
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p , 
and Interdisciplinary 
concentrations.  Critical 
thinking, Problem-
solving and the ability 
to research and analyze 
information are just a 
few of skills students will 
learn in this program.  
Professor Landis 
added, “The Liberal 
Studies Baccalaureate/
Bachelor's program at 
Manor provides students 
with an academic 
curriculum through 
which they can realize 
and optimize their deep 
intellectual and creative 
visions--their native 
passions for inquiry 
and learning.  The 
program, with its five 
distinct concentration 
or learning-path 
options, is intrinsically 
interdisciplinary and 
exploratory - giving each 
student the capacity and 
flexibility to customize 
her/his learning 
path in a manner 
conducive to realizing 
unique academic and 
voca t i ona l - o r i en t ed 
purposes and visions.”
In tandem with these 
new programs, Manor 
College has initiated 
The Basil Guarantee, 
a tuition discount for 
all students enrolling in 

either Bachelor degree 
program.  With this 
guarantee, students are 
eligible to receive a 
20% discount off tuition 
for the final two years 
(junior/senior years) 
of the program.  This 
tuition discount cannot 
be combined with other 
tuition discounts, but 
it can be used with 
scholarships and financial 
aid. This is a limited time 
offer that is available 
for all students who 
enroll in the programs 
between Fall 2018 and 
Spring 2020.  Manor 
is currently accepting 
applications for these 
new programs and more 
program information 
can be found at https://
manor.edu/academics/
bachelordegree/. 

*Pending Middle States 
Commission on Higher 
Education approval.

About Manor College:
Located in suburban 
Philadelphia, Manor 
College is America’s 
only institution of 
higher education with 
a Ukrainian heritage.  
Manor is a private two-
year college offering 
more than 30 associate 
degree programs in 
Allied Health, Science 
and Math; Business 
Technology and Legal 
Studies; and the Liberal 
Arts to traditional age 
and adult students. We 
are a small college that 
offers big opportunities 
and a stellar education–
one with small classes 
full of big thinkers, and 
a big-hearted community 
ready to challenge all of 
our students to reach 
and grow. Learn more at 
www.manor.edu

Manor College Encourages Students to Soar in 4
(continued from previous page)

Dr. Jonathan Peri (Photo : Kelly Peiffer) 
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7th annual Meatless Meal for Lent by St. Cyril's, Olyphant

The 7th annual Meatless Meal for LENT “BAKED 
HADDOCK” FISH DINNER" Sponsored by Ss. 
Cyril & Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Olyphant, Pa. will be held on  FRIDAY MARCH 23, 
2018 from 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. At the REGAL 
ROOM (Ballroom/side entrance) 216 Lackawanna 
Avenue, Olyphant, PA.

Tickets are $13.00 per dinner.   Sit Down or Take 
Out!! Baked haddock, potato, vegetable,roll and 
dessert.

Call 570-383-9487 for Reservations. 

*Deadline for pre-sold Tickets at $13.00 is Monday, 
MARCH 19, 2018

*LIMITED amount of Dinners will be available at 
the Door $15.00

Photo: A meeting was held to discuss the up and 
coming “Meatless Meal” being held on Friday, 
March 23, 2018.  Photo:  Left to right Front 
row;Left to right  Marie Martin, Dorothy Zinsky, 
Marlene Zelno, Patrick Marcinko, Rosemary 
Martynuck,  2nd Row:  Lauren Telep, Tom 
Matkosky,Cathy Marcinko, Patrick Marcinko lll.  

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP POSITION AVAILABLE
PENNSYLVANIA CATHOLIC CONFERENCE

The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference (PCC) 
is the public affairs agency of the eight Latin 
Rite and two Eastern Rite Catholic dioceses in 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Located 
in Harrisburg, PA, PCC currently employs a 
professional staff of eight individuals who are 
under the leadership and supervision of an 
Executive Director. 

Due to the impending retirement of its present 
Executive Director, PCC is seeking a highly-
qualified and experienced individual to assume 
that position.

Minimum qualifications include a bachelor’s 
degree in theology, political science, public policy 
or a closely related field. A graduate level or 
law degree is preferred. Experience working as 

a lobbyist or equivalent legislative and public 
policy experience is essential. The successful 
candidate must demonstrate a knowledge 
of and fidelity to the mission of the Catholic 
Church and its public policy positions.

Applicants may present their qualifications by 
transmitting a curriculum vitae along with a 
letter of interest, in confidence, to:

PCC Executive Director Search Committee
c/o Most Rev. Ronald W. Gainer
Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg
4800 Union Deposit Road 
Harrisburg, PA 17111-3710
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News from Swarthmore, PA
“Giant Community Flea 
Market & Craft Fair” – 
Saturday, April 28th

 
Spring is right around the corner 
and now is a good time to get 
that “extra stuff” out of or for your 
living area.  To help you, everyone 
is invited to Holy Myrrh-Bearers 
Church, 900 Fairview Road, in 
Swarthmore (Ridley Township) to 
a community-wide Flea Market & 
Craft Fair on Saturday April 28th 
beginning at 9:00 am.  If you or 
your family have non-food items to 
sell or if you are a non-food vendor, 
spaces are now being offered for 
only $20.00.   Call (610) 544-1215 
to reserve  your space by April 21st.  
Event is rain or shine. 

“Super Easter Kielbasa and Paska Bread Sale” – Order 
Now thru Sunday, March 18th! 
 
We are back with offering two traditional Easter-favorite foods 
– Kielbasa and Paska bread.  Holy Myrrh-Bearers Church in 
Swarthmore/Ridley Township, in conjunction with one of the 
area’s well-known kielbasa makers, proudly announces the 2018 
“Super Easter Kielbasa and Paska Bread Sale”. We are offering 
mouth-watering, high quality kielbasa for the unbelievably low 
price of only $12.00 per ring or 4 links for $10.00.  As a special 
treat, we are also baking the traditional Paska Easter Bread 
for only $12.00.  To place your Paska Bread and/or kielbasa 
orders, please email us at HMBChurch@verizon.net or call us at 
(610) 544-1215 by Sunday, March 18th.  Pickup will be atnoon 
on Saturday, March 24th, at our Church which is located at 
900 Fairview Road in Swarthmore/Ridley Township, PA.  Please 
place your orders early since high demand and our desire to 
fully satisfy all orders may require us to limit quantities and stop 
taking orders.

 Providence Association 
Ukrainian Fraternal Benefit Life Insurance Society  

Founded in 1912  
 

sales@provassn.com ~ 1-877-857-2284 
 

FUNERAL AND FINAL EXPENSE LIFE INSURANCE PROTECTION  
 

 Permanent Whole Life Insurance 
 Cash Value  
 Guaranteed Death Benefit for Your Loved Ones 
 Coverage will Never Expire 
 Face Value Death Benefit Will Never Decrease 
 Affordable Premiums that will Never Increase 
 Peace of Mind   
 Do not be a Financial Burden to your Loved Ones 
 Ready Access to Benefit without Probate or Delays 
 Single Pay “One-and-Done” Option Available 
 Face Value Coverage as High as Needed Available  
 Coverage Amounts as Low as $3,000.00 available 

www.provassn.com 
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Plast “Svichka” at the Ukrainian Educational and 
Cultural Center Philadelphia

On Saturday, 
January 14, 2018, 
at the Ukrainian 
Educational and 
Cultural Center in 
Jenkintown, PA, His 
Grace, Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka, spiritual 
Head of Ukrainian 
Catholics in 
America and Rev. 
Volodymyr. Kostiuk 
from St. Michael the 
Archangel Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in 
Jenkintown attended 
the Plast “Svichka” 
Candle Ceremony, lit 
from the Bethlehem 
Peace Light. Both 
Metropolitan Stefan 
and Fr. Kostiuk 
briefly addressed 
those in attendance 
and blessed the 
Prosphora, followed 
by the singing of 
carols as well as 
New Year wishes 
extended to all. 
The Ceremony 
concluded with a 
prayer.

Read entire article in 
the Ukrainian issue 
of “The Way”
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Bishop Paul Chomnycky, 
OSBM, incenses the replica of 
the Shroud of Turin (from the 
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia) that was on 
display at St. George Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, New York, NY 
from February 17-26, 2018. 
The picture is from the Liturgy of 
Presanctified Gifts on February 
21, 2018.

After New York, the replica of 
the Shroud of Turin traveled 
to St. Nicholas Church in 
Wilmington, DE from March 
1-13, 2018.

Replica of the Shroud of Turin travels to New York

Bishop Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, during the Liturgy of Presanctifed 
Gifts at St. George Ukrainian Catholic Church, New York, NY 

Photo from a video on St. George’s Facebook page

Maintenance Person 
Job Opening - St. Basil Academy

Maintenance Person – (part-time, year-round)
Saint Basil Academy, a private, Ukrainian 
Catholic, all-girls high school located in 
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania, is looking for a part-
time, year-round maintenance person. Additional 
working hours are needed in the summer.
Applicants must be able to work Monday through 
Friday from 2:00-6:30 PM and fulfill the following 
job responsibilities: 
•Daily trash removal
•Event set up and break down
•Painting
•Lifting and moving of furniture, desks, boxes, etc.
•Assemble and fix furniture and equipment as 
needed
•Assist facilities manager and cleaning staff
•Line sports fields
•Replace light bulbs
•Maintain security inside and outside the building
•Assist with snow and ice removal

Interested applicants should contact Glen Angus, 
Facilities Manager at #215-778-9664. Salary 
based on experience.

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
“CYM Philly” invites you, your family, and your friends to its annual Lenten 

 

 

FISH 
FRY 

DINNER 
 

$ 15 platter includes: 
 

fried fish, two sides (fries, mac n cheese, coleslaw, or corn), 
roll, tea/coffee, and dessert! 

 

Dine-in and take-out available ● Pre-ordering is encouraged 
 

For more information and to pre-order, e-mail PhillyFishFry@cym.org 

 

FRIDAY, MARCH 16 
Ukrainian Educational & Cultural Center 

700 N Cedar Road, Jenkintown, PA 19046 
 

5:00 PM – 9:00 PM 
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Save The Date 2018 
 
MARCH 25   PALM SUNDAY – DISTRIBUTION OF BLESSED PUSSY WILLOWS IN PARISHES, FAITHFUL ANOINTED.  
 
MARCH 29 ON HOLY THURSDAY MARCH 29, THE TRADITIONAL FOOT WASHING OF TWELVE PRIESTS BY THE 

BISHOP WILL BE PART OF THE HOLY THURSDAY SERVICES THAT WILL BE HELD BEGINNING AT 10:30 
A.M. IN SS. PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, 131 NORTH BEECH STREET, MT. CARMEL 
(NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY) PA. 

 
MARCH 30   GOOD FRIDAY –EXPOSITION OF THE HOLY SHROUD IN PARISHES – A MUST TO  PARTICIPATE AND 

VENERATE 
 
APRIL 1   EASTER SUNDAY (GREGORIAN CALENDAR)    RESURRECTION MATINS AND DIVINE LITURGY –  

YOU DARE NOT MISS!  
 
APRIL 8  EASTER SUNDAY (JULIAN CALENDAR) 
 
APRIL 27-28   ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS, PHILADELPHIA 
 
MAY 13  MOTHER’S DAY.  OFFERING THANKSGIVING FOR YOUR MOTHER IN PRAYER AT CHURCH  
 
JULY 29  84TH ANNUAL SEMINARY UKRAINIAN DAY, SOUTH ANTHRACITE DEANERY AT MINERSVILLE, PA  

11:00 AM HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY FOLLOWED BY FESTIVAL FEATURING UKRAINIAN FOLK  
DANCERS, LIVE DANCE MUSIC, UKRAINIAN FOODS, CRAFTS AND VENDORS 

 
AUGUST 12  ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE OF DORMITION OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, SLOATSBURG, NY, HOSTED BY THE 

SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE  
 
AUGUST 26  3RD ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE AT ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

CHURCH, CENTRALIA, PA  
 
SEPT. 17-20   UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CLERGY OF PHILADELPHIA RETREAT, LONG BRANCH, NJ  
 
SEPT. 20-22  CONGRESS OF EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES ON DIACONATE, SCRANTON, PA. 
 
SEPT. 30   100TH ANNIVERSARY ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, BETHLEHEM, PA. 
 
SEPT. 30  ARCHIEPARCHIAL PILGRIMAGE OF FEAST OF PROTECTION OF MOTHER OF GOD, MONASTERY  
  GROUNDS OF THE ORDER OF SISTERS OF ST. BASIL, FOX CHASE, PA.   DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM;  
  MOLEBEN AT 4:00 PM  
 
OCTOBER 28   100TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. VLADIMIR UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, PALMERTON, PA. 
 
NOVEMBER 4 BLESSING OF NEW ICONOSTASIS AT ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH,  
  WHIPPANY, NJ, 11 AM HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY 
 
DECEMBER 9   ANNUAL DIVINE LITURGY OF THANKSGIVING FOR BENEFACTORS OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA, UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION, PHILADELPHIA. 

 
DECEMBER 9   PRAZNYK OR FEAST DAY OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION,  
  PHILADELPHIA. 
 
DECEMBER 25 CHRISTMAS - NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST.   YOUR PRAYERFUL PARTICIPATION  
  IN THE DIVINE LITURGY IS YOUR BEST GIFT TO JESUS, TO YOURSELF AND TO OTHERS! 
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March, 2018

Dear Friend,

This May 26, 2018, Sr. Joann, some 14 volunteers 
and I will be going again on a mission trip to Ukraine. 
The trip is sponsored by the Sisters of St. Basil. 

For pictures, videos and statements of witness of 
previous mission trips visit 
https://stbasils.com/basilan-volunteer-mission-
trip-to-ukrainian-2017/ and https://stbasils.com/
basilian-volunteer-report-2017/ and other events.

Christ tells us “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to 
one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to 

Mission Trip to Ukraine

me...for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger 
and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit 
me.”  The children of Ukraine, whose fathers, brothers, uncles and friends are fighting for their freedom and 
dignity are truly the brethren of which Christ speaks, the least, the most in need.  

While there, the mission team will be teaching and playing with the children, bringing gifts of clothing, 
medicine and fresh fruit as well as much needed funds. We could not accomplish this without our volunteers 
and your generous help in the past.

Please consider how you may possibly support us in this humble attempt to serve our Lord and His children. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this request and considering how you can support us in this mission 
trip.

Blessings and Gratitude,

Sr. Ann Laszok, OSBM
Mission Team Leader
542 Melrose Ave
Ambridge, PA 15003
412-260-1607
srannl@aol.com

www.stbasils.com
http://stjosaphateparchy.com/pastoral-office/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sisters-of-the-Order-of-St-
Basil-the-Great-Jenkintown-PA

Please contact Sr. Ann Laszok, OSBM, on how to support the mission trip.

Sr. Joann

Sr. Ann
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UCU Has Ukraine’s Smartest Students, 
Rated among Top 3 Universities

By Matthew Matuszak

According to the 
analytical group of the 
website texty.org.ua, 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
University (UCU) has 
the smartest group of 
incoming students in 
Ukraine. According to 
the same research, UCU 
is in general now among 
Ukraine’s three top-
rated universities, joined 
by Taras Shevchenko 
National University and 
National University of 
“Kyiv-Mohyla Academy.”

The analytical group of 
the portal http://texty.
org.ua/ has for the 
second time conducted 
research to determine 
Ukraine’s best universities. 
In the authors’ opinion, 
the best criterion for this 
is rating the indicators 
of incoming students 
on the basis of External 
Independent Testing 
(ETI), and also indicators 
of the cost of education 
and the professionalism 
of the teachers. 

According to the 

results of the research, 
UCU has gone up 34 
places in the rating (in 
comparison with 2011) 
and is now among the 
three national leaders. 
The average indicator 
of the EIT results of 
UCU’s incoming students 
is the highest in the 
country, at 182.5 points. 
The contract price of 
education is also a very 
important criterion, as the 
research demonstrated 
that, the higher the cost 
of education, the higher 
the quality of educational 

services the university 
offers.

“We decided to rate 
universities according 
to the EIT level of their 
students. We proceeded 
from the simple idea 
that the higher the 
students’ EIT rating, the 
higher the university’s 
level… The group in first 
place is the Ukrainian 
Catholic University, Taras 
Shevchenko National 
University, and National 

(continued on next page)
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University of ‘Kyiv-Mohyla 
Academy.’ The second 
group of universities is 
Bogomolets University, 
Lviv Medical University, 
Kyiv Polytechnic 
University, and Kharkiv 
University. The three main 
centers of education, 
which was evident also 
in 2011, are Kyiv, Lviv, 
and Kharkiv,” so stated 
Anatoliy Bondarenko, 
head of the journalistic 
data department of the 
site texty.org.ua

An interactive table of 
the rating of universities is 

available at https://www.
radiosvoboda.org/a/
vnz-rate/29012005.html

In 2017, the Ukrainian 
Catholic University 
admitted 327 first-year 
students, who entered 10 
bachelors’ programs at 
UCU. Throughout the last 
year, on the one hand 
the university continued 
actively to grow and 
develop and, on the 
other hand, its team 
made efforts to review, 
improve, and provide 
new content and quality 
of processes at the level 

UCU Has Ukraine’s Smartest Students, 
Rated among Top 3 Universities

(continued from previous page)

of management and 
also program content.  
The university’s first 
campaign and its results 
fairly well demonstrated 
the importance of 
such an approach: a 
number of absolutely 
new interdisciplinary 
programs like Ethics-
P o l i t i c s - E c o n om i c s 
(Faculty of Social 
Sciences) and Business 
Analysis (Faculty of 
Applied Sciences) 
were able to recruit 
outstanding entering 
students. 

In general, 41% of 
first-year students in 
bachelors’ programs 
in 2017 were in the 
top 5% of the country’s 
high school graduates 
according to the IET 
profile exam.  For the 
programs of the Faculty 
of Applied Sciences this 
figure is at 57%.

Sources: texty.org.
ua, https://www.
radiosvoboda.org/a/
vnz-rate/29012005.html

2018 Ukrainian Catholic 
Pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land

You are cordially invited to join St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Passaic, NJ, 
on a once-in-a-lifetime journey following in 
the footsteps of Jesus with an opportunity 
to celebrate our Divine Liturgy at sacred 
places along the way.  Trip dates: October 
14 – 23, 2018. For a brochure or further 
information contact Annette@select-intl.
com, by phone 1-800-842-4842, 973-
471-9727 or on Facebook, St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Passaic.

October 14-23, 2018

For More Information Contact:

Select International Tours at  
800-842-4842     annette@select-intl.com

www.selectinternationaltours.comWe share your faith

10 Days

On the Road to Jesus 

with Rev. Andriy Dudkevych

  Holy Land
Pilgrimage to the

ST. NICHOLAS UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Proposed Chair Lift

Chancery Stairway - 8th St.

PLEASE HELP US IMPROVE 
ACCESSIBILITY TO OUR CHANCERY

You will recall that our Chancery moved into the former 
Cathedral school building, allowing for leasing out our 
former building to earn revenue for the archeparchy.  The 
original plan envisioned an addition to accommodate an 
elevator.  The cost was prohibitive – well in excess of $ 
400,000 or more.  We proceeded to adapt the school 
building and to transfer the Chancery without providing 
for an elevator.  So as to provide for those who need 
assistance to visit our offices, we are installing two chair lifts 
at a total cost of $ 25,000.  One will provide for access 
to the main floor at the front entrance from the parking 
lot.  The second will provide access to the top floor offices 
via the wide stairway on the 8th Street side of the building.  
This will assist in providing for persons who need assistance 
ascending between the floors.  It is important that everyone 
feels welcome and able to visit our Chancery offices.  We 
humbly ask your help in meeting this cost.  Your contribution 
will assist in meeting the cost while at the same time, indicate 
your support for ensuring that physically challenged people 
are welcomed equally in the Chancery.  God bless you 
for your concern, and for your anticipated understanding 
and generous assistance.  Your donation can be sent to 
the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, 810 N 
Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123.  Thank-you!

+ Stefan Soroka, Metropolitan-Archbishop

Chancery
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5 PM

Congratulations to our 8th 
graders at St. Nicholas in 
Passaic,  who scored in the 
90th percentile nationally on 
the High School Placement Test 
(HSPT) in November. Pictured 
are (seating) Stefan Andruch 
(left to right) Khrystyna Kovtun, 
Victoria Skala and Christina 
Banya. Seated are ELA and 
Math teachers Mrs. Mrs. Sonia 

Lechicky and Tetyana Fedak.

Passaic students score in the 90th percentile nationally

 

WOMEN AS CAREGIVERS: 
SPIRITUAL, PASTORAL AND PRACTICAL 
MATTERS 
 
 SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 2018 
10:00AM-1:00PM  
REGISTER REQUIRED                 FEE: $30 

BASILIAN SPIRITUALITY CENTER 
710 FOX CHASE RD.  FOX CHASE MANOR, PA 19046 

Everyone in her lifetime will be a caregiver, need a caregiver or know a 
caregiver. It is a position we seldom prepare for physically, financially, 
emotionally or spiritually. This presentation identifies and acknowledges 
the complexities and challenges of caregiving. Using the scriptural model 
for giving and receiving care we explore the deeper spiritual aspects of 
caregiving thus gaining valuable insight to understand, strengthen and 
protect us. The presentation will help you approach caregiving with new 
awareness and sensitivity, equip you with new resources, and help you 
find strength and techniques for coping.  
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: REFER TO WWW.STBASILS.COM TO REGISTER OR 
CALL 215-780-1227.  PRESENTER: SISTER JOANN SOSLER, OSBM 

“JESUS, MY GOD, REMEMBER ME IN YOUR KINGDOM.” 

 
 

A Lenten Mission for College Students & Young Adults age 18-30 
 

Tuesday, March 20, 2017 from 7:00 to 9:00 PM 
 

Come and experience the Eastern Catholic Rite 

+ (Akathist) Devotion in Honor of the Passion of Christ 
 

+ Spiritual Reflection by Redemptorist Fr. Ihor Kolisnyk, C.Ss.R. 
 

+ Followed by Light Refreshments and Fellowship 
 

Location:  Chapel of the Missionary Sisters of Mother of God 
                  711 North Franklin St. Philadelphia PA 19123 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Contact Info:   (215) 627-7808 or MSMGNUNS@gmail.com 
Parking lot entrances on Brown St. and 7th Street 
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PASTORAL LETTER OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS OF THE MAJOR 
ARCHIEPISCOPATE OF KYIV-HALYCH OF THE UKRAINIAN GREEK-

CATHOLIC CHURCH ON THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UKRAINIAN STATE

Very Reverend and 
Reverend Fathers, 
Venerable Brothers and 
Sisters in the monastic 
life,

Dear Brothers and Sisters 
in Christ!

One hundred years ago, 
on January 22, 1918, 
Ukrainian statehood 
was re-established by 
virtue of the Fourth 
Universal Declaration of 
the Central Council of 
the Ukrainian People’s 
Republic (UPR). That 
same year, on October 
19, by a “Proclamation 
of the Ukrainian Central 
Council,” Ukrainian 
lands, which till the end 
of the First World War 
were part of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, were 
declared independent, 
to form what came to 
be known in our history 
as the West Ukrainian 
People’s Republic 
(WUPR). Next year we 
will commemorate the 
unification of these 
two entities into one 
state. Together with 
Carpathian Ukraine, 
declared in 1938, the 
UPR and WUPR form the 
foundation upon which 
our country, once again 
independent, was re-
established in 1991.

 
On this occasion we, 
the bishops of the Major 
Archiepiscopate of Kyiv-
Halych of the Ukrainian 
Greek-Catholic Church, 
call upon you to join 
us in offering prayers 
of thanksgiving to the 
Lord. It is by His grace 
that the statehood of 
our people was restored 
and preserved even 
though the powers of the 
world more than once 
undermined it and placed 
it in doubt, seeking to 
doom our independent 
state to oblivion and non-
existence. We prayerfully 
honour all the men and 
women, too numerous 
to count, who through 
their tireless labour and 
struggles contributed 
towards the present 
reality in which we enjoy 
national freedom. We 
offer special prayers 
for the souls of those, 
who in the struggles for 
independence gave up 
their lives out of love for 
their Fatherland and their 
neighbours, achieving 
the right to build a life in 
our own “Native House.” 
May their memory never 
be forgotten among our 
people!

The Church of Christ 
has proven to be a 
foundational element 

of nation-building for 
the Ukrainian people. 
Christianity provided 
the main impulse for 
the development of 
our culture, formed 
our identity, signs of 
which we continuously 
rediscover throughout 
our history. And in times 
when our people had no 
other social structures, 
it was the Ukrainian 
Church that became the 
principal environment 
and centre of community 
life in the homeland 
and abroad. Having 
undergone together with 
the Ukrainian people 
diverse and numerous 
challenges, our Church 
gained extraordinary 
experience in being the 
voice for a stateless nation 
before the powerful 
of this world. It is not 
surprising that the head 
of our Church, Venerable 
Andrey Sheptytsky, was 
informally regarded 

as the ethnarch of our 
people, while Patriarch 
Josyf Slipyj was received 
by world leaders as 
the rightful and official 
representative of the 
Ukrainian people, 
deprived of the right to 
“be itself.” Indeed, these 
two great men of our 
Church in the difficult 
historical circumstances 
of the past century did 
everything in order 
to foster among the 
Ukrainian people a 
Christian attitude towards 
nation building. Today, 
as foreign aggression 
and internal reforms 
present new challenges, 
we seek to share with you 
a few thoughts on this 
most important spiritual 
element of state-building. 
Our reflections are 
pastoral and founded on 
the Gospel, the teaching 
of the Church, and the 

(continued on next page)
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experience of our great 
predecessors.

“Called to freedom” 
(Gal 5:13)

The perennial struggle of 
our people for national 
independence was 
necessarily guided by a 
profound desire to be 
free from various forms 
of foreign captivity and 
to obtain the right to 
freely decide the fate 
of our own country, 
our own people and 
our own family. This is 
turn brings to fruition in 
our own lives the gift of 
freedom, which a person 
and nations receive 
from their Creator. As 
we see, the concept of 
freedom consists of two 
elements: freedom from 
oppression—captivity, 
subjugation, exploitation 
and deprivation of rights; 
as well as freedom for 
self-determination—the 
choice of one’s path 
of development, the 
unobstructed fulfilment 
of the gifts and talents of 
individual persons and of 
all society.

However, freedom 
must not in any way 
be confused with 
arbitrariness or 
lawlessness. Authentic 
freedom involves 
responsibility, especially 
before God, and then, 

before one’s own 
conscience and the 
people that brought us 
forth and to whom we 
have a right to belong. 
We, people of faith, 
understand and believe 
that true freedom springs 
forth from Divine will 
and is built upon the 
keeping of Divine law. 
His Beatitude Lubomyr 
once justly observed: 
“The Lord made us free. 
No one respects our 
freedom more than God. 
But we do not have the 
courage to be free, for 
to be free means to be 
responsible.” Therefore, 
freedom must be learned, 
it must be established in 
us each and every day 
in order that we might 
not fall into the captivity 
of sin and passion, 
which blinds, limits, and 
imprisons both person 
and nation. Authentic 
freedom guarantees the 
victory and irrepressibility 
of both person and nation 
in the face of tyranny 
and enslavement. Of 
this again His Beatitude 
Lubomyr rightly noted: 
“Government fears the 
freedom that lies in the 
heart much more than a 
hungry revolt. You can 
pay off someone who is 
hungry, but a free person 
can only be killed.”

The twentieth-century 
with its two world wars 

which passed through 
our land like a deadly 
tornado, and with its 
two tyrannies—Nazi and 
communist—took millions 
of lives of our fellow 
citizens. At the same time 
it became a century of 
unprecedented heroism, 
of bearing witness to faith 
and to love towards our 
beloved homeland on the 
part of the best sons and 
daughters of our people, 
sacrificing even their very 
lives—not as invaders, 
but as protectors, not 
as occupiers, but as 
defenders of their native 
land, of the rights and 
freedoms of their people.

Once again today our 
people defend their 
liberty and dignity 
with great personal 
sacrifice. However, we 
should remember that 
the first battlefield on 
which we must fight for 
and establish authentic 
freedom, is the expanse 
of the human spirit, open 
to divine truth and ready 
to submit to the salvific 
will of God. For the 
person of faith, the path 
to authentic freedom is 
the path of the Divine 
Commandments. For this 
reason, we call out with 
the Psalmist: “I delight to 
do your will, O my God; 
your law is within my 
heart” (Ps 40:8). In one’s 
daily readiness to do the 

will of God and keep 
His law in our personal, 
family, and professional 
lives we find a guarantee 
of victory in today’s 
struggles and of hope in 
sustained prosperity for 
our nation. 

“Brought to 
perfection as one” 
(Jn 17:23)

Throughout the history 
of establishing its 
statehood, our people 
experienced not only 
the consequences of a 
disastrous deprivation 
of freedom and loss of 
independence, but also 
the drama of internal 
discord. These afflictions 
were often brought about 
by external circumstances 
beyond our control, 
when the world powers 
decided our fate without 
us, behind our backs, 
violently dividing our 
lands among themselves.

Over the last 150 years 
we endured a number 
of massive waves of 
emigration of our people, 
dispersed throughout 
the world, driven by 
adversity or threatening 
political and economic 
situations in our native 
lands. This is how 
Ukrainian settlements 
were established in the 

PASTORAL LETTER OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS 
(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)
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various corners of the 
world: Canada, the 
United States, Australia, 
the countries of Western 
and Eastern Europe, and 
South America. Today, 
many of our countrymen 
also live in Asia and 
Africa. Maybe this 
experience of Ukrainians 
dispersed throughout the 
world is at the root of that 
well-known expression: 
nashoho tsvitu—po 
vs’omu svitu (of our 
blossoms the world over). 
Although these migratory 
processes frequently 
brought incredibly great 
challenges, difficulties, 
and tragedies for the 
Ukrainian people, we 
cannot ignore also 
the positive moments: 
our people, finding 
themselves on foreign 
soil, experienced a 
particularly acute longing 
for their native land, a 
longing which found 
expression in concern 
for the preservation of 
spiritual, national, and 
cultural traditions; in 
the development of the 
Church of their birth 
and the fostering of 
language; in the building 
of churches and the 
creation of Ukrainian 
organizations; in 
proclaiming before the 
entire free world the 
truth about oppression 
and persecution in the 
homeland and ongoing 

efforts towards the 
restoration of Ukrainian 
statehood. It is not by 
chance that the first 
countries to recognize 
Ukrainian independence 
in more recent times 
were, in fact, those 
countries where the 
influence of the Ukrainian 
community and Church 
remains influential to this 
day.

However, our people 
also experienced the 
tragic consequences of 
those divisions, which we 
ourselves brought about 
through internal discord, 
confrontation on various 
levels, unjust actions, 
instigation of one against 
another, giving one’s own 
(frequently ultra-partisan) 
interests priority over 
the needs of the nation 
as a whole. Already the 
Venerable Metropolitan 
Andrey Sheptytsky with 
pain in his heart noted:
Unfortunately, even from 
superficial observations 
of our national life 
one can arrive at the 
undeniable conclusion 
that in the spirit of every 
Ukrainian there exists a 
profound and powerful 
desire for one’s own 
state; yet, along with 
this desire one can find, 
possibly, an equally 
powerful and deep 
desire that this state be 
necessarily the kind that 

is wanted by a particular 
party, clique, group, or 
even individual. How else 
does one explain that 
fatal division among us, 
disputes, rifts, quarrels, 
that partisanship which 
destroys every national 
initiative?! How else does 
one explain the mind of 
many such impetuous 
patriots, whose work 
has such a profoundly 
ruinous character?! 

To our great misfortune, 
these words of 
Metropolitan Andrey, 
spoken in the distant 
year of 1941, have lost 
none of their relevance, 
for gazing at the 
situation today, even the 
untrained eye can see 
in the actions of many 
politician and political 
forces their “ruinous 
character.”

The lessons of the past 
centuries should teach us 
to cherish and preserve 
the unity of our people, 
and not speculate on the 
natural manifestations 
of regional, cultural, 
denominational, or ethnic 
diversity, which in reality 
enrich us rather than 
threaten nation-building. 
The enemies of Ukrainian 
statehood seek to divide 
our people, setting one 
group against another, 
while responsible 
politicians and true 

patriots should make 
every effort to ensure 
cohesion, mutual support, 
and effective solidarity 
among all sectors of 
Ukrainian society. Such 
efforts to unity flow not 
only from the national 
interests of our people. 
It is inscribed in the very 
nature of human society, 
encoded as it is with 
the desire for integrality, 
for cohesiveness. Our 
perennial national ideal 
of unity-sobornist is 
reflected in such simple 
slogans, which are even 
repeated by our children: 
“Ukraine is one!”, “East 
and West together!”

Recalling the precious, 
largely bitter, centuries-
old experience of the 
past, today we direct 
our appeal not only 
to our politicians and 
community activists, but 
also to every Ukrainian 
man and woman, 
wherever they may be: 
let us cherish the unity-
sobornist of the Ukrainian 
State, let us foster unity 
and solidarity among 
ourselves, not led on a 
leash by those pseudo-
patriots, who sow 
mistrust, discord, strife, 
and division among our 
people. Such “efforts” 
of theirs inevitably will 
lead to a weakening of 
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national strength, and, 
ultimately, to the loss 
of Ukrainian statehood, 
acquired and defended 
today at a great price. 
We, the Pastors of this 
people, raise up to 
the Lord our ancient 
prayer-supplication: “The 
strength of the people is 
in unity. God, grant us 
unity!”

“Rooted and 
grounded in love” 
(Eph 3:17)

Saint Paul exhorts us: “Let 
all that you do be done 
in love” (1 Cor 16:14). 
Indeed, love permeates 
all actions of an authentic 
Christian. From love as 
a primary source come 
forth all noble intentions 
of a person and people. 
From love we draw the 
strength to overcome 
obstacles and conflicts. 
Love is the internal 
impetus that grants us 
the capacity to labour 
daily with endurance 
and sacrifice.

Love is also at the heart 
of that noble emotion 
which we call patriotism. 
Authentic Christians are 
called to be patriots, 
that is, to love their 
Fatherland, their people, 
their language and 
culture with the same 
loving sacrifice that is 
applied to the Divine 

commandment of loving 
our father and mother. 
In the light of the New 
Testament we can also 
affirm that love of the 
Fatherland is inscribed in 
human nature and comes 
from the commandment 
to love our neighbour. 
Thus, “…the natural 
law enjoins us to love 
devotedly and to defend 
the country in which we 
had birth, and in which 
we were brought up …” .
 
For every nation, true 
wealth and glory 
are found in its sons 
and daughters, who 
demonstrate respect 
and love for the land of 
their ancestors, who not 
only defend its borders 
from invasions by 
uninvited and insatiable 
“liberators,” but also 
preserve its values, 
who through the ages 
embody and express the 
unique spiritual code of 
a people: its faith and 
language, its freedom-
loving spirit and own 
sense of dignity, its 
aspiration for justice and 
truth in interpersonal and 
social relations. Such 
individuals show their 
love not through empty 
words, but through their 
own good works, and, 
therefore, are the bearers 
and models of authentic 
patriotism. Indeed, love 
of the Fatherland, in the 

words of the righteous 
Metropolitan Andrey, 
“depends on action, 
and not on words. 
Those who in their own 
situation, conscientiously 
performing their duties, 
work for the good of 
their people, are better 
patriots that those who 
speak much, but do 
little.”  

We are proud of and 
thank God for the 
numerous ways in 
which our compatriots 
demonstrate their love 
for their native land, 
for their concern, 
their compassions 
and solidarity, for 
their wisdom in the 
circumstances of this 
insidious hybrid war. We 
refer to those who on the 
Maidan defended their 
dignity and freedom, 
those who went to the 
front and at the cost 
of their health and life 
defended or continue 
to defend not merely 
the territorial integrity 
of the country, but also 
a place of freedom 
and spirit, who rescue 
refugees and support 
displaced persons, 
who share their modest 
means and savings with 
the needy; and finally, 
we speak of all, who 
conscientiously and 
responsibly perform their 
professional and public 

duties. They all embody 
the fulfilment of the 
greatest commandment 
that Christ our Lord left 
us as a signpost and 
testament: “This is my 
commandment, that you 
love one another as I 
have loved you. Greater 
love has no one than 
this, to lay down one’s 
for his friends” (Jn 15:12-
13).

The nature of human 
love is to expand—
beginning in the home 
and family, embracing 
one’s village-town-city 
(one’s “small fatherland”), 
on to one’s entire native 
land, and then all 
people and all nations. 
Authentic Christian 
love is recognized in its 
universal and inclusive 
character. If genuine 
love abides in a human 
heart then such a heart 
excludes no one: neither 
those who are near, nor 
those who are distant; 
neither those who are 
gracious, nor those who 
stand in aggression. 
Such a person strives to 
embrace all with his or 
her benevolence, desires 
the fullness of life for 
all, is ready to show 
compassion and mercy 
to all.

We Ukrainians sense, 
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especially in these last 
years, the friendship 
and solidarity of many 
countries, of millions 
of people of good will 
throughout the world, of 
many nationalities and 
religious beliefs. They 
sympathize with us in our 
trials, support us in our 
need, protect us before 
the hate of the aggressor 
and demonstrate their 
readiness to stand with 
us as time passes. Such 
solidarity is a great gift, 
but also a duty. It obliges 
us to open and expand 
our heart to the needs 
of those nations that 
today endure injustice, 
aggression, trials, and 
various forms of suffering.

“Watch and pray!” 
(Mt 26:41)

Reflecting of the virtue of 
authentic love towards 
one’s native land, we 
cannot ignore a number 
of false attitudes towards 
patriotism, which 
undermine this noble 
sentiment and can be 
a cause of shame for a 
people or even pose a 
grave danger for our still 
young statehood.

We are convinced that 
a person who does not 
engage his or her own 
people in truth, but feeds 
them passionate slogans 
and deceitful promises, is 

not a sincere patriot. We 
especially wish to caution 
against cheap political 
populism, which does 
not have the good of the 
people as its objective, 
but rather one’s own 
comfort and victory in 
the next elections. How 
can we not bring to mind 
the words of Ivan Franko, 
who cautioned against 
such false patriotism, 
which appears in “festive 
garments,” but finds hard 
work “an unstoppable 
fever”—unfamiliar and 
repulsive.

Authentic patriotism 
has nothing in common 
with an ideology that 
places the nation 
“above everything,” 
including the Lord our 
God. Such a view of 
nation and state, in the 
words of Metropolitan 
Andrey Sheptytsky, is 
not founded on love, 
but rather, on egoism or 
even idolatry.  . We, as 
disciples of Christ, cannot 
condone or accept 
such forms of extreme 
or integral nationalism, 
racism or chauvinism, 
which make everything, 
especially the Church 
and the state itself, 
subservient to the idea of 
nation, deny the freedom 
and rights of individuals, 
but most importantly, 
their personal dignity, 
which comes from God, 

treat representatives 
of other nationalities, 
races and religions with 
disdain, promote hate 
and animosity, inspire 
blind and crude violence 
in the pursuit of political 
goals.

Saint Pope John Paul 
II, speaking to his co-
nationals in 1978, 
emphasized: “Love of 
our country unites us 
and must unite us above 
all divergences. It has 
nothing in common with 
narrow nationalism or 
chauvinism, but springs 
from the law of the human 
heart. It is a measure 
of man's nobility.”  . In 
a similar spirit our own 
Soviet camp prisoner 
Patriarch Josyf, who laid 
his whole life upon the 
altar of service to his 
own people, expressed 
the following: “Let our 
patriotism be a love for 
our people, ready for any 
sacrifice, however, let it 
not be falsely understood 
as a nationalism that 
bases love of Fatherland 
on hatred.” . Written in 
complex times at the 
start of the second Soviet 
occupation, this letter 
of a confessor of faith 
has not lost its pastoral 
intuition and once again 
brings us back to the 
priority of love.

In our beloved prayer 

for Ukraine we sing: “In 
a pure love for the land, 
You, O God, nurture 
us.” Love must become 
a litmus test for all our 
personal aspirations, 
for all national plans 
and projects. The ability 
to distinguish between 
love and its false forms 
requires a mature mind, 
a pure heart, and a 
sensitive conscience.

The Lord God today 
calls us to watch 
over our conscience, 
over the future of our 
people and state. Let 
us ask ourselves: are 
our attitudes, opinions, 
judgments, and actions 
guided by a pure love 
for our people? Are we 
ourselves, as architects 
of our country, guided 
by it? Does it guide our 
political and community 
leaders? Responding 
honestly to these 
questions will help us 
rediscover the path to a 
successful development 
of our nation and the 
ongoing building of the 
state.

Finally we invite all 
to fervent prayer: in 
thanksgiving—for the gift 
of liberty and statehood; 
in repentance—for the 
sins by which each one 
of us and our entire 
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people throughout 
its history may have 
offended God and His 
holy law; in petition—for 
divine blessings upon our 
people, for wisdom to 
our leaders, for courage 
and health to the faithful 
builders of our nation, 
and especially for her 
dedicated defenders on 
the front lines. Prayer 
is, from the perspective 
of faith, the greatest 
expression of love for 
one’s neighbour and 
country, for through it we 
express our conviction 
that “unless the Lord 
builds the house, those 
who build it labour in 

vain. Unless the Lord 
watches over the city, the 
watchman stays awake 
in vain” (Ps 127:1).

Therefore, surveying the 
last century in thought 
and prayer, let us face 
the coming day with faith 
in our heart, placing our 
hopes and expectation 
in the hands of the Lord 
and Master of heaven 
and earth. We do not 
fear the darkness that 
may appear before our 
eyes, for the light of 
faith dispels the nightfall 
of anxiety and fear, 
and grants us certainty 
that “the Lord will give 

strength to his people, 
the Lord will bless his 
people with peace” (Ps 
29:11).

May the eternal mercy 
and powerful grace of 
the Almighty spread 
out over our entire 
people, may they heal 
the spiritual and bodily 
wounds of its sons and 
daughters, may God’s 
wisdom guide all of us 
on the path of truth, and 
may God’s love inspire all 
to genuine daily labour 
towards the continuous 
confirmation of a united 
Ukrainian State—for the 
glory of God and for 

the temporal and eternal 
good of our nation

The blessing of the Lord 
be upon you!

On behalf of the Synod 
of Bishops of the 
Kyivan-Halych Major 
Archepiscopate

+ SVIATOSLAV

Given in Kyiv at the 
Patriarchal Cathedral 
of the Resurrection of 
Christ, on the day of 
the Venerable Saint 
Martinian, the 26th of 
February in the 2018th 
Year of our Lord

The Great Canon of St Andrew of Crete 

March 15, 2018

The Great Canon of 
St. Andrew of Crete 
(also known as the 
Canon of Repentance) 
is a lengthy penitential 
canon composed in 
the seventh century, 
which is sung during 
the Great Fast (Lent). 
The Canon is chanted 
in the church Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday evenings 
of the First Week, and 
also on Thursday of the 
Fifth Week together with 
the Life of St Mary of 
Egypt. 

The Great Canon 
consists of four parts, 
each divided into nine 
odes like a regular 
canon. However, there 
are slight differences 
between the odes of 
the two compositions. In 
the Great Canon, there 
is a greater number of 
troparia. At the refrain 
"Have mercy on me, O 
God, have mercy on 
me," a full prostration is 
performed. Also, some of 
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the odes have additional 
refrains and troparia to 
the author of the canon, 
St. Andrew of Crete, or 
St. Mary of Egypt, one 
of the greatest models of 
repentance in Christian 
history. 

A basic distinguishing 
feature of the Great 
Canon is its extremely 
broad use of images 
and subjects taken 
both from the Old and 
New Testaments. As the 
Canon progresses, the 
congregation encounters 
many biblical examples 
of sin and repentance. 
The Canon prayers 
derived from Sacred 
Scripture speaks of 
some individuals in a 
positive light and others 
in a negative one. The 
penitent is expected to 
emulate the positive 
examples of sanctity 
and repentance, and to 
learn from and avoid the 
negative examples of sin, 
fallen nature and pride. 
The Canon attempts to 
potray Biblical images in 
a very personal way to 
every penitent.  It is written 
such that the faithful 
can identify themselves 
with the many people 
and events found in the 
Sacred Scripture. There 
is a spirit of mournful 
humility, hope in God, 
and beautiful Doxologies 

to the Blessed Trinity and 
hymns to the Theotokos 
in each Ode. 

In the Canon there is 
an ongoing dialogue 
between St. Andrew and 
his soul. He has an urgent 
desire to change his life, 
a call to metanoia and 
repentence.  While one 
is always aware of one’s 
sinfulness, there is the 
great mercy of Almighty 
God.  Examples from the 
Old and New Testaments 
help in his decision to 
repent.
Format of the Canon
A canon is an ancient 
liturgical hymn, consisting 
of a variable number of 
parts called an “odes”. 
Most common canons 
have eight Odes, 
numbered from one to 
nine. Ode 2 is omitted. 
Most penitential canons 
have nine odes. Those 
that have only three Odes 
are called “Triodion.”

        All Odes have the 
same basic format:  Irmos, 
Troporion, Refrain and 
Katavasia.  An “Irmos” 
begins each Ode. Each 
Irmos has a reference to 
one of the nine biblical 
canticles, selections 
from the Old and New 
Testament.  Short hymns 
called “Troparia” are 
then chanted. After each 
troparion a “refrain” 

follows. At the end of 
each Ode, another hymn, 
called the “Katavasia”, is 
sung. (Either the Irmos 
is repeated or a similar 
hymn.
Bows and prostrations 
are made throughout the 
service. 
General Themes of the 
Great Canon

1- Lament over past 
misdeeds and asking 
the Lord in His great 
compassion to grant 
release from previous 
sins (Monday:1.1).
2- Desire for metanoia 
– conversion and 
repentence offering to 
God tears of repentance 
(Monday:1.2).
3- Recognizing Reality 
and preparing for 
Eternity: the soul needs 
to care and prepare 
for the coming of the 
Just Judge (second and 
glorious coming of the 
Lord (Monday:4.2)
4-  Laments and beseech 
the  Good Shepherd 
to  seek out the sinner 
who has gone astray. 
(Monday:3.5).

5- Old and New 
Testament examples 
of righteousness and 
unrighteousness, for the 
purpose of emulation 
or avoidance. We are 
called to imitate  the 
God-loving deeds of 

The Great Canon of St Andrew of Crete

the righteous and shun 
the sins of the wicked 
(Tuesday: Ode 8) – to 
not be a pillar of salt 
by turning back.   “Let 
the example of the 
Sodomites frighten you, 
and take refuge up in 
Zoar.” (Genesis 19:26, 
Thursday: Ode 3:5)

It is most important to 
understand that the Great 
Canon was written by a 
holy man who desired 
to teach himself the right 
way to live. May we 
benefit from praying this 
Canon and amending 
our lives spiritually so 
as to better prepare 
for the celebration of 
the Resurrection of our 
Lord and hopefully our 
own resurrection – to 
be deemed worthy of 
entering the Eternal 
Kingdom of Heaven.

Prepared by Rev. D. 
George Worschak
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Cardinal Parolin: palliative care helps medicine 
rediscover its vocation

The Vatican Secretary 
of State, Cardinal Pietro 
Parolin, writes a letter 
to the President of the 
Pontifical Academy for 
Life, Archbishop Vincenzo 
Paglia, on the occasion 
of the Palliative Care 
Congress set for 28 
February – 1 March 
2018.

By Sr Bernadette Mary 
Reis, fsp

Pope Francis sends 
cordial greetings through 
Cardinal Parolin to 
the organizers and 
participants of the 
Palliative Care Congress 
organized by the 
Pontifical Academy for 
Life. Cardinal Parolin 
writes that this conference 
will be treating themes 
touching “the final 
moments of our earthly 
life which force the 
human person to face a 
limit which seems to be 
insurmountable for free 
will, thus at times arousing 
rebellion and anguish.” As 
a consequence, there is a 
movement in society to 
avoid these realities at all 
costs. Instead of heeding 
the inspiration of Psalm 
89 “Teach us the number 
of our days that we might 
gain wisdom of heart,” 
we lose the riches hidden 
in our very finiteness: the 
occasion to mature in a 
way that makes us more 
sensitive to life. A member of the Brothers Hospitallers of Saint 

John of God cares for a patient  - VATICAN

Palliative care 
accompanies us 
where medicine can’t

Cardinal Parolin explains 
that palliative care does 
not make this mistake 
and this is why the topic 
is so important. Palliative 
care “in fact indicates a 
rediscovery of the most 
profound vocation of 
medicine, which primarily 
consists in providing care: 
its work is always to heal, 
even if it is not always 
possible to cure.” When 
medicine reaches the 
limits of what it can do, 
palliative care recognizes 
and accepts these limits, 
staying near those who 
are ill, “accompanying 
them in the difficult 
trial that makes itself 
present at the end of 
life,” Cardinal Parolin 
continues. In the end, 
the limitation changes 
meaning. It no longer 
means separation and 
solitude, but becomes “an 
occasion of encounter 
and communion.”

The fact that we are 
all children of God 
encompasses our entire 
lives. This truth is in no 
way diminished with the 
“loss of health, one’s 
role in society, or control 
over one’s own body,” 
Cardinal Parolin writes. 
Once again, it is palliative 
care that helps maintain 
this vision.

C o m p e t e n c i e s 
involved in palliative 
care

Turning to the conference 
itself, Cardinal Parolin 
writes that the schedule 
“highlights the manifold 
dimensions which enter 
into play in the practice 
of palliative care,” 
and mobilizes many 
competencies—scientific, 
organizational, relational, 
communicative, and 
spiritual. “Beyond the 
professional aspect, the 
importance of the family 
needs to be underlined,” 
he says.

Pain therapies

Pain therapies concern 
palliative care very closely. 
There are ethical criteria 
which do not change 
and which “require an 
attentive discernment 
and prudence” because 
when used over a 
period of time, sedatives 
“depress the relational 
and communicative 
dimension which we 

have seen is so critical in 
the accompaniment of the 
person during palliative 
care,” Cardinal Parolin 
reminds us.

Palliative care involves 
all people of good will

Finally, the Cardinal 
observes that the 
complexity and delicacy 
of the issue of palliative 
care requires continued 
reflection. He also says 
that making palliative 
care more accessible is 
something that believers 
will find in common with 
many other persons of 
good will. “It is significant 
that from this perspective 
there are representatives 
from various religious 
persuasions and cultures 
present at your meeting” 
exploring together the 
issues of a common 
commitment.

http://www.vaticannews.
v a / e n / v a t i c a n - c i t y /
news/2018-02/cardinal-
parolin-paglia-palliative-
care-congress.html
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True freedom implies responsibility, first of all – before God, 
and, hence – to one’s own nation, Bishops of the UGCC

27 February 2018

The concept of 
freedom includes two 
components: freedom 
from oppression, 
enslavement, exile and 
deprivation of liberty, 
as well as freedom to 
self-determination, the 
free choice of one's own 
path of development, 
the unimpeded 
implementation of 
the gifts and talents 
of individuals and of 
society as a whole, 
UGCC Information 
Department informs.

This is stated in the 
Epistle of the Synod of 
Bishops of Kyiv-Halych 
Major Archbishopric 
of the UGCC on 
the occasion of 
the Centenary of 
Restoration of the 
Ukrainian Statehood. 
In the Epistle, its 
authors state that their 
"considerations are 
pastoral and come 
from the Gospel, the 
doctrine of the Church, 
and the experience of 

our great predecessors."

"The long national-
liberating struggles of our 
people were invariably 
accompanied by great 
desire to free themselves 
from all kinds of foreign-
made enslavements and 
gain the right to freely 
decide the fate of their 
own country, their own 
nation and their own 
families, and thus realize 
in their lives the gift of 
freedom that man and 
people receive from their 
Creator ", explain the 
Bishops of the UGCC.

However, freedom 
should not, in any 
case, be confused 
with arbitrariness or 
lawlessness. True 
freedom, believe 
the Bishops, implies 
responsibility, first of 
all - before God, and 
therefore - before our 
own conscience and the 
nation to which we have 
the privilege to belong.

"We, believers, 
understand and believe 

that true freedom 
grows out of God's will 
and builds upon the 
observance of God's Law. 
His Beatitude Lyubomyr 
once observed: "The Lord 
made us free." Nobody 
honors our freedom like 
God. But we do not 
have the courage to be 
free. To be free - means 
to be responsible." That 
is why freedom should 
be learned, it must be 
affirmed every day so 
that we may not fall 
into the trap of sin and 
passions, which blind, 
restrict and enslave man 
and people!" emphasize 
the authors of the Epistle.
They note that true 
freedom guarantees 
victory and invincibility 
of man and people 
in the face of tyranny 
and enslavement. His 
Beatitude Lubomyr also 
spoke about this: "The 
authorities are afraid of 
freedom in our hearts 
much more than a hungry 
rebellion because they 
can buy a hungry one, 
but they can only kill a 
free one."

"Today our people 
with great self-
sacrifice defend their 
own freedom and 
dignity. However, 
we must remember 
that the first field on 
which to fight and 
establish true freedom 
is the space of the 
human spirit, open to 
the Divine Truth and 
ready to align our 
will with God's saving 
will with confidence. 
For a believer, the 
road to true freedom 
is the way of the 
Commandments of 
God," says the Epistle 
of the Synod of 
Bishops of Kyiv-Halych 
Major Archbishopric 
of the UGCC on 
the occasion of 
the Centenary of 
Restoration of the 
Ukrainian Statehood.

h t t p s : / / r i s u . o r g .
u a / e n / i n d e x /
a l l _ n e w s / s t a t e /
national_rel igious_
question/70243/

Unique exhibition of ancient shrouds opens in Halych
22 February 2018

On February 20, the 
picture gallery “Ancient 
Halych” of the National 
Reserve hosted an 

exhibition of ancient 
Galician shrouds of 
the ХVІІІ - beginning 
of the XXI century from 
the Ivano-Frankivsk 
Archbishopric and 

Metropolitan Cathedral 
of the Resurrection of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ.

A total of 33 shrouds 
and 3 antimensions are 

demonstrated. In addition 
to the researchers of 
the National Reserve 
“Ancient Halych”, 
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Unique exhibition of ancient shrouds opens in Halych

present at the opening 
of the exhibition were: 
the Galician dean of 
the UGCC, Fr. Igor 
Bronovsky, Galician 
protopresbyters, fathers-
rectors and students 
of the Ivano-Frankivsk 
theological seminary, as 
well as representatives of 
the Galician secondary 
school, GALKA.IF.UA 
reports.

“We have a unique 
opportunity to see our 
faith embodied in art,” 
said Andriy Stasiuk, a 
candidate of historical 
sciences and a leading 
researcher at the 
scientific and educational 
department, at the 
opening ceremony.

Dean of Halych of 
the UGCC, Fr. Igor 
Bronovsky thanked the 

audience and warmly 
remembered the initiator 
and organizer of the 
exhibition, Yaroslav 
Potashnik, whose heart 
had stopped the day 
before.

“This is a man gifted by 
God,” said Volodymyr 
Kostyshyn, the general 

director of the Ancient 
Halych National Reserve, 
remembering the 
deceased. “He worked 
hard, had no days off, 
he lived his job. Everyone 
who communicated with 
Yaroslav knows this. He 
was a creative person, 
an artist, a director, a 
poet. Yaroslav closely 

cooperated with the 
church, was a good 
mentor for the young. 
It is a pity that he is not 
with us, but we have to 
pursue his cause.

Fr. Igor Bronovsky 
further told about the 
origin, the symbolism 
of the shroud: “Faith is 
the greatest wealth that 
man has.” The Shroud is 
an extremely important 
part of our faith, it is 
in the sanctuary and is 
placed on Good Friday 
for worship. It symbolizes 
sorrow, grief and at the 
same time redemption 
from our sins. The Shroud 
is an image in which we 
see the patience of our 
Lord.”

An employee of the 
scientific and educational 
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department, Andriy 
Stasiuk, noted that 
the Shroud is a great 
Christian shrine, but also 
is a historical source – 
for many contain dates 
when a person or a whole 
family gifted a relic to the 
church. He remembered 
how Yaroslav Potashnyk 
selected the shrouds, 
how he was concerned 
to make the exhibition 
successful.

Then brothers-
seminarians performed 
the prayer “Our Father”, 
chanting in Greek, the 
psalms “Bless, my soul, 
the Lord”, “Virgin Virgin, 
rejoice.” Volodymyr 
Kostyshin, General 
Director of the Ancient 

Unique exhibition of ancient shrouds opens in Halych
(continued from previous page)

Halych National Reserve, 
thanked the performers, 
offering them booklets 
and other publications 
about Halych.

The exhibition of shrouds 

will last until April 3, 
2018.

Adapted from the article 
on: https://risu.org.ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
culture/religion_and_

culture/70185

Photos: http://
www.galka. i f .ua/
p r i k a r p a t t s i v -
klichut-na-vistavku-
davn ih-ga l i t sk ih-
plashhanits-foto/

Visit the “Treasury of Faith” Museum in Philadelphia

TREASURY OF FAITH MUSEUM
(Cathedral Lower Level)

810 North Franklin Street
Philadelphia, PA 19123

(215) 627-3389
tofmuseum@ukrcap.org

Photo: Shrouds on display at the 
“Treasury of Faith” Museum 

(Photo: Teresa Siwak)



 

Editorial and Business Office:
810 N. Franklin St.
Philadelphia, PA 19123
Telephone: (215) 627-0143
E-mail: theway@ukrcap.org
    
Online: http://www.ukrarcheparchy.us
Blog: http://www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Archeparchy-of-Philadelphia/197564070297001
YouTube Channel: http://www.youtube.com/user/thewayukrainian

THE WAY Staff
Ms. Teresa Siwak, Editor; 

Rev. D. George Worschak, Assistant Editor; 
Very Rev. Archpriest John Fields, Director of Communication

Articles and photos proposed for publication should be in the Editor’s office at least two weeks before 
requested date of publication. For advance notice of the upcoming  events, kindly send one month in 
advance. All articles must be submitted in both English and Ukrainian languages, THE WAY will not 
translate proposed articles.  All materials submitted to THE WAY become the property of THE WAY.   

Established 1939

MARCH 11, 2018  32

Ukraine pays tribute to Heavenly Hundred

18 February 2018

From 18 to 20 February, 
a series of memorable 
events, dedicated for 
this date, are to be held 
at Kyivan Maidan - the 
Independence Square.

On February 18, 
commemorative events 
were held in Kyiv in 
honor of the Heavenly 
Hundred, as it was 
on February 18 that 
the shooting of the 
participants of Maidan 
began.

Near the Memorial 
Complex of the 
Heavenly Hundred, 
hundreds of prayers 

were continuing, with 
the participation of the 
families of those who 
perished on the Maidan.

The families of the 
deceased, of the 
participants of the 
developments on 
Maidan, the sympathizing 
Kyivites came to pay 
tribute to the heroes.

According to Ukrinform, 
the order near the 
Memorial was secured 
by dozens of police 
officers.

On Independence 
Square there was also 
a thematic installation 
on the occasion of the 

Day of Remembrance 
of Heavenly Hundred’s 
Heroes.

People were going 
to Khreshchatyk to 
participate in the march 
to the place of the most 
massive shootings - 
the Heavenly Hundred 
Alley. In the center of 
the capital, for security 
reasons, metal-detector 
frames were installed, the 
ambulance was on call, 
and law-enforcement 
officers ensured public 
order. On several streets 
in the center of Kyiv the 
traffic was blocked.

The Heavenly Hundred 
Remembrance Day is 

celebrated in Ukraine 
every year on February 
20th. According to 
Decree No. 69/2015 
of the President 
of Ukraine dated 
February 11, 2015, 
“On honoring the feat 
of the participants in the 
Revolution of dignity 
and perpetuating the 
memory of the Heroes 
of the Heavenly 
Hundred” and the 
order of the Cabinet 
of Ministers of Ukraine 
dated August 23, 2017 
No. 574-p.
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