
VOL. 79 - No. 03 ENGLISH VERSIONFEBRUARY 11, 2018

Official Publication of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia

(continued on next page)

Pope Francis in the Ukrainian Cathedral of 
St Sophia: Every time before sleep and in 

the morning I meet with Ukrainians

Monday, 29 January 
2018
 
I want to tell you one 
secret. Before I go to 
bed at night or get up 
in the morning, I meet 
with Ukrainians… Your 
Beatitude Sviatoslav 
presented me in 
Argentina with an icon 
of Most Holy Mother of 
God. I took it with me to 
Rome. He returned to his 
country from Argentina, 
and I had to go to Rome... 
I pray each time before 
this icon in the morning 
and evening and finish 
my prayer in Ukrainian. 
This was shared by Holy 
Father Pope Francis 
during the meeting with 
Ukrainian migrants in 
the Greek Catholic 
Cathedral of St Sophia 
in Rome on January 
28, 2018 AD, where he 
arrived at the invitation 
of the Father and Head 
of the Ukrainian Greek 

Catholic Church His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav. 

"I warmly greet you all 
and I am happy to be 
with you today. Thank 
you for your hospitality 
and for   eternal loyalty 
— loyalty to God  and 

the successor of St 
Peter," said pope Francis 
to the Ukrainians and 
clergy, who arrived at 
the meeting with him.

Apostle Peter's successor 
told that while entering 
this holy site  – the Pro-

cathedral, he observed 
with joy the faces of the 
Ukrainians. "The fact that 
we have gathered here 
in brotherly conversation, 
causes is to thank those 
numerous ones, who are 

Photo: Папа Франциск в Соборі Святої Софії, Рим, 28 січня 2018
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not with us today, but 
who became the image 
of God's loving gaze 
turned upon us," said 
Holy Father and recalled 
three personalities.

"The first one – Cardinal 
Josyph Slipyj, whose 
125-th anniversary you 
have celebrated. He 
built this lit with light 
basilica, so it became a 
bright prophetic symbol 
of freedom in the times, 
when you didn't have 
access to any shrines. 
But thanks to the 
sufferings, endured and 
sacrificed to the Lord, he 
partook in the building 
of another temple, even 
more magnificent and 
beautiful – temple from 
living stones, which 
you are», believes  the 
spiritual leader of the 
Christians. 

The second person, 
mentioned by the Pope, 
is the Bishop Chmil', 
who passed away  40 
years ago and is buried 
here. "This man did a lot 
of good things to me. 
I have a vivid memory 
of the time when as a 
young boy I helped him 
during the Divine Liturgy. 
From him I learned 
about the beauty of your 
Liturgy, from his stories 

Pope Francis in the Ukrainian Cathedral of St Sophia: Every 
time before sleep and in the morning I meet with Ukrainians
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I learned about the 
living  testimony of faith, 
forged in the horrible 
persecutions of the 
past century. I am very 
grateful to him and your 
numerous heroes of faith  
— those, who, like Jesus, 
fell like seeds on the way 
of sorrows, yielding an 
abundant harvest. For a 
true Christian victory  — 
is a sign of the Cross, 
our banner of hope."

The third person, 
mentioned by the Roman 
Hierarch, – Cardinal 
Lubomyr Husar. "You, 
dear Beatitude, are 
bearing his personality 

in your heart, and 
many other people will 
always remember his 
kindness, tirelessness, 
and prayerful presence," 
said Holy Father.

These witnesses of the 
past, believes Pope 
Francis, were open to 
the God's future, that is 
why they give us hope 
in the present. "Perhaps 
many of you were 
privileged to know them 
personally. When you 
enter this temple, please 
remember fathers and 
mothers in faith. For they 
are the foundation on 
which we are standing, 

those who taught us the 
Gospel by their lives and 
go on accompanying 
and directing us on the 
way," asked the Pope.
The Hierarch noted, that 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
spoke about mothers 
and grandmothers, who 
pass down faith to their 
children. "Be courageous 
in doing so! Thank the 
Lord for those women!" 
called Pope Francis.

He observed that on 
the way of our Roman 
community there is the 
rectorium as a stable 
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landmark. "Together 
with the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic communities 
in the whole world you 
aptly formulated your 
pastoral program with 
one sentence: "Vibrant 
parish – place of 
meeting the living Christ." 
I would like to underline 
two words. The first one 
is  – "meeting." The 
church – is a meeting, 
a place, where we 
can heal loneliness, 
overcome the temptation 
to separate and close in 
ourselves, where we can 
find energy to overcome 
self-absorption. So a 
community – is a place 
where we share our joys 
and hardships. Here we 
bring burdens of our 
hearts, dissatisfaction and 
nostalgia for our home. 
Here God is awaiting 
you in order to make 
your hope stronger. For 
when we meet the Lord, 
everything is permeated 
with His hope. I wish that 
you could find bread for 
daily living, and healing 
of your," wished the Holy 
Father.

The other word is – 
"living." "Jesus is living. 
He resurrected and He is 
alive. And this is how we 
meet Him at the Liturgy, 
in the Word… So each 
of His communities bears 

Pope Francis in the Ukrainian Cathedral of St Sophia: Every 
time before sleep and in the morning I meet with Ukrainians

(continued from previous page)

a fragrance of life. A 
parish — is not a museum 
of memoirs or a symbol 
of presence on some 
territory, a parish — is 
the heart of the mission 
of the Church, where 
we receive and share 
the new life, – life which 
overcomes sin, death, 
sorrow, and keeps each 
heart young," convinces 
the Pope.

On his opinion, if faith is 
born from the meeting 
and is speaking to the 
life, then the treasure, 
which we received from 
parents, will be well kept. 
In this way we can offer 
invaluable assets of our 

tradition to the young 
generations, who accept 
faith primarily when they 
feel the Church as close 
and alive.

"The Church is not a 
museum. God is not 
Someone Who looks 
at us only from above. 
God is Jesus Christ, 
Who is living among us," 
emphasized the Pope.

Pope Francis mentioned 
with gratitude many 
women, who are apostles 
of merciful love and faith. 
"You are a valuable gift 
because you are the 
best witnesses of faith 
for many Italian families, 

when by means of 
caring and non-intrusive 
presence look after 
people. I ask you to view 
your tiresome and not 
always grateful work as a 
mission: you are support 
for many elderly people, 
you are sisters, who help 
them not to feel lonely. 
Reveal God's solace 
and tenderness to those 
who are getting ready to 
meet with Him in eternity. 
This is a great ministry to 
our neighbor, pleasant 
to God, for which I am 
grateful to you," called 
the Holy Father. "Today 
you take care of them 

(continued on next page)
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but in the future it will be 
them who will open the 
doors of the heavenly 
kingdom for you," he 
believes.
 
"I came here to tell you 
that I am with you, when 
I am performing the 
Sacrament of Eucharist. 
Then I ask the Prince 
of peace to silence 
weapons. I also ask Him 
that you don't have to 
make such big sacrifices 
in order to ensure a 
dignified life for your 
families. I pray that you 
always have courage to 
move forward, courage 
to start anew." 

"Thank you on behalf of 
the whole Church and 
grant you my blessing. 
Please, pray for me," 
finally said the successor 
of Apostle Peter.

The UGCC Department 
for Information 
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The Head of the UGCC: We hope that this visit is only the 
first step, a good sign of your future visitation to Ukraine

Sunday, 28 January 
2018

Confirmation of the 
Pope's visit became 
wonderful news for us. 
Our people regard you 
as a true messenger 
and builder of peace, 
peace which is real and 
fair. Peace, which is 
longed for so much in 
our country, which has 
been suffering from the 
Russian aggression for 
four years already and 
has been going through 
the biggest humanitarian 
crisis in Europe after the 
Second World War. 

This was said by the 
Father and Head of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav to the Holy 
Father Pope Francis on 
January 28, 2018 AD at 
the Pro-cathedral  of St 
Sophia in Rome, where 
the Holy Father arrived 
in order to meet with 
the Ukrainian migrants in 
Italy.

"This is a real war," 
said the Primate to the 
Holy Father, "which 
has claimed lives of 
thousands of killed and 
wounded and forced 
millions of people out of 
their homes. This is the 
war, which is forgotten 

by the international 
community, however it 
brings new  losses every 
day, caused by military 
battles, hunger and 
cold, as well as cruel 
indifference on the part 
of the powers that be."

The Pope paid a visit 
to the Cathedral of St 
Sophia on the invitation 
of His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav. "With great 
pleasure on behalf of the 
Ukrainian  community in 
Italy, Ukraine and the 
whole world, I heartily 
greet You at this symbolic 
Ukrainian basilica of 
St Sophia in Rome. We 
greet You with open 
heart, and feel warmed 
by the fatherly love of 
our father, Holy Father, 
the Apostolic Successor  
to St Peter,"with such 
words the Head of the 
UGCC welcomed Pope 
Francis.

His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
told the spiritual leader 
of Catholics that officially 
today in Italy there are 
about 200 thousand 
Ukrainian citizens, a third 
of whom – younger than 
thirty years old. In fact, 
if to take into account 
unregistered people, this 
number will be twice as 
large. Our faithful in Italy 
make 145 communities, 

they are spread all over 
the country, and every 
Sunday around 17 
thousand people gather 
for the Divine Liturgy; on 
big holidays this number 
exceeds 70 thousand 
people. Pastoral ministry 
under the lead of Bishop 
Dionisij  (Liakhovych), 
Apostolic Visitor for 
Ukrainian Greek 
Catholics in Italy, is 
performed by 65 priests, 
who were accepted by 
various dioceses of Latin 
rite. However, today not 
all Ukrainian migrants 
are under the pastoral 
care.

"Our Pastoral Center," 
went on the Head of 
the UGCC, "which is 
located at the rectorium 
of the pro-cathedral  
and subjected to 
the Roman vicariate, 
provides pastoral care 

for the faithful from 
Rome and its suburbs. 
The community primarily 
consists of single women, 
mothers, grandmothers, 
who work in Italian 
families, looking after the 
sick or elderly. There are 
many young families with 
children, who settled in 
Italy for permanent living 
or are going through the 
stabilization process, and 
also there are families 
who came from Ukraine 
to treat children. There 
are many young people 
who study and work at 
various universities in 
Rome.

At the Cathedral there 
is a catechetic school 
for children, youth and 
adults, as well as various 
societies of laymen, 
among which: religious 

(continued on next page)
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society "Saint Sophia", 
a praying community 
"Mothers in Prayer" and 
others. They all perform 
an important mission of 
social ministry, providing 
humanitarian aid to 
immigrants in Italy (e.g. 
regularly collect money 
for children's treatment, 
help overcome the 
catastrophe in the 
Motherland, long to 
alleviate the sufferings 
of victims of the war 
in Ukraine, etc.) At the 
cathedral there is also 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
University, which 
performs important 
academic and research 
work.

"Cathedral of St Sophia 
in Rome   is special 
and symbolic for all our 
Church. At the end of 
the sixties it was built 
by the Cardinal Josyph 
Slipyj, our  Patriarch and 
confessor of faith. During 
18 years he was in the 
Soviet concentration 
camps. After release 
in 1963, he showed 
a desire to build this 
sanctuary, which is not 
only the cathedral of 
our Church in Rome, but 
first of all a memorial, 
which doesn't allow to 
forget about numerous 
Christian churches, 

destroyed in the Soviet 
Union, about millions 
of victims of nazi and  
communist persecutions," 
emphasized the Primate .
 The hierarch told that for 
many years the crypt of 
this basilica  was the only 
place, where families 
could commemorate and 
pray for their perished 
relatives, not knowing, 
where the  latter had 
been buried.

Among them   blessed 
martyr  Omelian Kovch, a 
married priest, who was 
executed by nazists at 
the concentration camp  
Majdanek (Poland), for 
having saved numerous 
Jews  persecuted during 
the Holocaust. In 2001, 
he was beatified by the 
holy Pope John Paul II 
during his historical visit 
to Ukraine, аnd later 
proclaimed the patron of 
the priests of our Church 
as   her authentic image.
"In memory of this witness 
of faith, my predecessor 
Cardinal  Lubomyr 
(Husar) established a 
high award, given to 
those people who, in 
the contemporary world 
torn apart by  inhuman 
ideologies and wars, 
are building bridges 
for  rapprochement   
of different churches, 

religions and nations. It 
is here, in Italy, that we 
want our Church, through 
her faithful and pastors, 
to continue  what Blessed 
Omelian Kovch had 
been doing. Yesterday at 
this cathedral took place 
a solemn  awarding 
ceremony. The members 
of the committee and 
persons who had the 
honor of receiving the 
awards, are here with 
us today," said His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav.

"The fact," noted the 
Head of the UGCC, 
"that here, in the crypt  of 
the Cathedral, You, Holy 
Father, commemorate the 
memory of Your teacher 
in Argentina, a Salesian, 
Bishop Stepan Chmil', 
who reposed in the 
opinion of holiness, is a 
gift of Divine Providence 
for us. According to your 
evidence, Holy Father, it 
is through the personality 
of  Bishop Stepan 
Chmil' You learned 
about the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church, 
about the persecutions 
which she endured but, 
nevertheless, remained 
faithful to the Bishop of 
Rome, and resurrected 
in God's grace on the 
native land  25 years 
ago."

"We thank You for 
remembering about our 
people in your prayers, 
for the humanitarian 
action "Pope for Ukraine." 
Thank You for awakening 
the conscience of the 
European continent, 
making it more sensitive 
to the poor, those who 
suffer, migrants and 
victims of injustice. Thank 
You for becoming a 
messenger of Christ's 
Good News for us,  for 
proclaiming salvation to 
those in despair. Thank 
You for having visited us 
here, in Rome. We hope 
that this visit is only the 
first step, a good  sign 
for Your future visitation 
to Ukraine," expressed 
gratitude His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav to Pope 
Francis.

The UGCC Department 
for Information  
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How about a mini-Lenten Pilgrimage to Washington, DC?
Washington -- Are you 
looking for something 
special to do for this 
Great Fast of 2018?

Why not make a 
mini-pilgrimage to 
Washington, DC?

Join the seminarians of 
St. Josaphat Seminary as 
they begin their annual 
project of Evangelization 
and being a "Vibrant 
Seminary" by offering 
the Lenten Liturgy of the 
Presanctified Gifts at the 
Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception.

This project of the 
seminarians has been 
happening for over 10 
years.  The seminarians 
along with the seminary 
fathers gather in the 
Byzantine Chapel on the 
crypt level of the Basilica.   
Local parishioners, 
students, seminarians, 
faculty and priests of 
the Catholic University 
of America, as well as 
the daily visitors to the 
Basilica, who happen to 
come by and hear singing 
of the congregation and 
smell the aroma of the 
incense, join them.

An opportunity exists 
for you to visit the 
Basilica and see the 
new Trinity Dome at 
America's Catholic 
Church, go to confession 

in the Basilica's special 
confession chapel, and 
attend this very spiritual 
5:00 p.m. Lenten Service 
and receive Holy 
Communion.  A day 
full of spiritual graces is 
available to those who 
make the special effort 
to make the Great Fast a 
time of increased prayer, 
spiritual growth, and 
sacrifice.

This year the Presanctified 
Liturgy is celebrated on 
Wednesdays at 5:00 

February 14, 21, 28, 
and March 14 and 21

In the Byzantine Chapel (crypt level)
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception

400 Michigan Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20017

Sponsored by St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic SeminarySponsored by St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary

Wednesdays
5:00 PM

During the season of the Great 
Lent, the ancient discipline did not 
permit joyous and triumphant 
celebrations, such as the Divine 
Liturgy, and so the Liturgy of the 
Presanctified Gifts was introduced. 
It is a special service, a combination 
ofof Vespers and Communion and is 
traditionally celebrated on 
Wednesdays and Fridays of the six 
weeks of the Great Lent, and during 
the beginning of Holy Week.
Please join us in prayer this Lent!

p.m. on February 14, 21, 
28, March 14, and 21.
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PASTORAL OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC HIERARCHY OF 
THE U.S.A. “CALL TO PRAYER IN OUR FAMILIES” TO OUR 

CLERGY, HIEROMONKS AND BROTHERS, RELIGIOUS SISTERS, 
SEMINARIANS AND BELOVED FAITHFUL

The Lord, who loves 
every human being in the 
world, gifted each one 
of us with a unique and 
unrepeatable life. When 
we contemplate our life, 
then we see how much 
effort we expend in order 
to feel happy.  In this 
materialistic world, each 
one of us associates his/
her happiness with one 
thing or another.  All of 
us achieve something, 
however nothing satisfies 
us, and again, we 
apply immense effort 
to obtain and achieve 
the next perception of 
“happiness”.  

This is the way the rest of 
our entire life could pass 
us by.  The problem is 
that we identify ourselves 
with our body and aspire 
to attain happiness 
on the physical level.  
However, the human 
being is comprised 
not only of a body, 
because there is also a 
soul. That is why, Saint 
Augustine, reflecting on 
this understanding of our 
nature, says: “My heart 
is restless until it finds 
its rest in the Lord”. Our 
dwelling with the Lord, 
our prayer, fills us with 
the understanding as to 
how and what we should 

do, what to avoid, and 
how to build relationships 
with people. In this 
manner, we begin to be 
ever more aware of what 
God really wants of us in 
this case or in a different 
situation. The quality of 
our prayer may be seen 
from the way we are 
afterwards. Our prayer 
puts an imprint on our 
entire life!

We can frequently think 
that conversation with 
God, which is prayer, is 
a useless waste of time. 
The reason might also be 
that we ourselves do not 
completely understand 
how important it is 
for us to abide with 
our Creator. We are 
materialistic because we 
live in this materialistic 
world. Throughout life, 
we devote much time 
to everyday matters or 
concerns, although we 
see how little time we 
spend in prayer. Very 
often, owing to a lack of 
prayer, we stumble upon 
a mistaken conviction 
and make the incorrect 
choice. We can be 
certain that the root of all 
our negative conditions, 
problems, and crisis is 
the same  neglect of 
prayer.  From personal 

experience, each one 
of us knows that, when 
we are “watchful” about 
prayer, then everything 
else also goes well, in 
harmony and uniformity 
with God.  

Exactly for this reason 
we call upon all Christian 
families to nurture shared 
morning and evening 
prayer in the family 
circle. Especially we 
encourage you to gather 
together and pray as 
a family in your homes 
at 9:00 o’clock in the 
evening (regardless of 
time zones). We should 
pray, each one for their 
needs: for the family as 
well as the parish, for 
the eparchy and the 
entire Church, for peace 
in Ukraine and USA, 
for vocations and other 

intentions. Therefore, 
let us begin this year 
with prayer together, 
with reflection on God’s 
Word, in selfless service 
to one another and with 
trust in God!

As a basis for our 
prayer we can use the 
“Introductory Prayers” 
starting with “Heavenly 
King”, through the “Our 
Father” and adding the 
“Hail Mary”.

Introductory Prayers

In the name of the Father 
and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
(Three times.)

Glory be to You, our 

(continued on next page)
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God; glory be to You!

O Heavenly King, 
Comforter, Spirit of Truth! 
You are everywhere 
present and fill all things. 
Treasury of Blessings and 
Giver of Life, come and 
dwell within us, cleanse 
us of all stain, and save 
our souls, O gracious 
Lord.

Holy God, holy and 
mighty, holy and 
immortal, have mercy on 
us (Three times.)

Glory be to the Father 
+and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Spirit, now and 
ever, and forever. Amen.

O Most Holy Trinity, 
have mercy on us; O 
Lord, cleanse us of our 
sins; O Master forgive 
our transgressions; O 
Holy One, come to us 
and heal our infirmities 
for your Name's sake.

Lord, have mercy! (Three 
times.)

Glory be to the Father + 
and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Spirit, now and 
ever, and forever. Amen.

Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be 
thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this 

day our daily b r e a d , 
and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass 
against us, and lead us 
not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil.

Hail Virgin Mary, Mother 
of God, the Lord is 
with you. Blessed are 
you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb; for you 
gave birth to Christ, the 
Savior and Redeemer of 
our souls.

We also encourage 
our pastors to facilitate 
weekly or periodic 
prayer meetings with 
the faithful.  It can be 
an opportunity to share 
experiences about 
prayer and to grow in 
our faith.  The Catechism 
of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church can serve as 
an excellent source for 
learning and reflection 
on our faith.  Excerpts 
read during the prayer 
meetings and before 
or after our worship 
gatherings may facilitate 
greater insight into the 
power of faith in our 
daily life.

Your hierarchy of the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church join in solidarity 
with you with our fervent 
and steadfast prayers 

offered for all.  Let us 
gather in our families at 
home, and in our parish 
and eparchial families 
for shared prayer.  We 
love you and we pray 
for you.

+Stefan Soroka
Archbishop of 
Philadelphia for 
Ukrainians
Metropolitan of 
Ukrainian Catholics in 
the United States

+Paul Chomnycky, 
OSBM
Eparch of Stamford

+Benedict Aleksiychuk  
(author)
Eparch of St. Nicholas in 
Chicago

+ Bohdan J. Danylo 
Eparch of St. Josaphat in 
Parma

+John Bura 
Auxiliary Bishop of 
Philadelphia

+Andriy Rabiy
Auxiliary Bishop of 
Philadelphia

January 2018

“CALL TO PRAYER IN OUR FAMILIES”

 
Byzantine Church 

Supplies Store

Byzantine Church Supplies
Address: 810 North Franklin St.

Philadelphia, PA 19123
Phone: 215 -627-0660

Email: byzsupplies@yahoo.com
website: http://ukrcathedral.com/byzsup/

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
byzantineChurchSupplies/

Store Manager - Mrs. Myroslava Demkiv
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The church provides 
special norms and 
guidelines to assist 
the faithful during 
their spiritual journey 
throughout the Great 
Fast. These spiritual 
aids are to be 
considered helpful 
practices for spiritual 
enrichment that 
the faithful should 
warmly embrace 
during Great Lent 
and Holy Week, 
which precede the 
glorious Feast of the 
Resurrection of Our 
Lord, Pascha. May 
our Lord bestow His 
grace and blessing 
upon you during this 
holy season as you 
journey through the 
Great Fast.

S p i r i t u a l 
Regulations for 
the Great Fast
Although our 
Church traditionally 
p r e s c r i b e d 
abstention from meat 
and dairy products 
in days gone by for 
the entire duration 
of the Great Fast, 

the following are 
the minimal Lenten 
regulations today:

Abstinence from meat 
and all dairy products 
on the First Day of 
the Great Fast and on 
Good Friday.

Abstinence from meat 
only on all Fridays of 
the Great Fast as well 
as Holy Saturday.  It 
is also traditional to 
abstain from meat on 
Wednesdays during the 
Great Fast.

Everyone should receive 
the Holy Mysteries 
of Reconciliation and 
Holy Eucharist during 
the period from the 
onset of Great Fast to 
the Wednesday before 
Ascension Thursday.

The Fasting and 
Abstinence regulations 
are not binding on 
persons 60 or older, the 
very poor, sick, nursing 
or pregnant women, 
children below the age 
of 14, and those who 
engage in physically very 

hard labor.  However, 
all are urged, if able to 
do so, to observe the 
fasting and abstinence 
regulations.

All the faithful are urged 
to attend the Lenten 
services such as the 
Presanctified Liturgy, 
Stations of the Cross, 
Akafist of the Passion 
and the Commemoration 
of the Deceased 
(Sorokousty).

Such good deeds as 
almsgiving, visitation of 
the sick, Bible reading 
and praying for vocations 
to the priesthood and 
religious life are most 
earnestly recommended 
to all the Faithful.  This 
year, families are 
especially urged to pray 
together in the mornings 
and evenings.

Great Fast Liturgical 
Guidelines
The weekdays of 
the Great Fast are 
aliturgical.  No Divine 
Liturgy, even for funerals, 
should be celebrated.  
Funeral Divine Liturgies 
are permitted on the 
liturgical day of Saturday.  
On Wednesdays and 
Fridays of the Great 
Fast, the Liturgy of the 
Presanctified Gifts is to 
be celebrated. Typika 
may be used the other 

days. The Divine Liturgy 
of St. Basil the Great 
is to be celebrated for 
Sunday Liturgies during 
this time. 

Flowery (Palm) 
Sunday, March 25 
is also the Feast of 
the Annunciation this 
year and the liturgical 
propers and scriptural 
readings for both 
feasts are to be taken 
at the Divine Liturgies.

During Holy Week, 
the Liturgy of the 
Presanctified Gifts 
is to be celebrated 
Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday. There 
is no Divine Liturgy 
celebrated on Good 
Friday and Holy 
Saturday. On Holy 
Thursday evening, 
Vespers with Divine 
Liturgy of St. Basil 
the Great should be 
celebrated. On Holy 
Saturday evening, 
Vespers with the Divine 
Liturgy of St. Basil 
the Great is to be 
celebrated.
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Great Fast 2018 Forgiveness Sunday
Metropolitan Stefan Soroka

We celebrate ‘Forgiveness Sunday’ as we prepare to enter the journey of Great Fast beginning on 
Monday, February 12th.  Our first step in any journey is often the most important.  You and I are 
called to celebrate forgiveness in our life.  Ask yourself if you covet any anger or malice against 
anyone in your heart and mind.  Are there some prevailing negative thoughts or feelings which 
need to be cast aside to free yourself of unneeded baggage for your journey of coming closer 
to the Lord?  Our best efforts are minimized if we fail to forgive and to seek forgiveness.  Recall 
Jesus’ own words, “leave your gift at the altar and go first and be reconciled with your brother 
and then come and offer your gift” (Mt 5:24).  Jesus told the people that “if you forgive others their 
transgressions, your heavenly Father will forgive you.  But if you do not forgive others, neither will 
your Father in heaven forgive your transgressions” (Mt 6:14-15).  Today, and always, as you and I 
enter the holy journey of Great Fast, let us enter with a reconciled heart filled with forgiveness given 
and forgiveness received!

Forgiveness Service on Cheesefare Sunday

Why is it that the Church wants us to begin the Lenten season with forgiveness and reconciliation? These 
questions are in order because for too many people Lent means primarily, and almost exclusively, a 
change of diet, the compliance with ecclesiastical regulations concerning fasting. They understand fasting 
as an end in itself, as a "good deed" required by God and carrying in itself its merit and its reward. But, the 
Church spares no effort in revealing to us that fasting is but a means, one among many, towards a higher 
goal: the spiritual renewal of man, his return to God, true repentance and, therefore, true reconciliation. 
The Church spares no effort in warning us against a hypocritical and pharisaic fasting, against the reduction 
of religion to mere external obligations. As a Lenten hymn says:

In vain do you rejoice in no eating, O soul!
For you abstain from food,
But from passions you are not purified.
If you persevere in sin, you will perform a useless fast.

Now, forgiveness stands at the very center of Christian faith and of Christian life because Christianity itself 
is, above all, the religion of forgiveness. God forgives us, and His forgiveness is in Christ, His Son, Whom 
He sends to us, so that by sharing in His humanity we may share in His love and be truly reconciled with 
God. Indeed, Christianity has no other content but love. And it is primarily the renewal of that love, a 
return to it, a growth in it, that we seek in Great Lent, in fasting and prayer, in the entire spirit and the 
entire effort of that season. Thus, truly forgiveness is both the beginning of, and the proper condition for 
the Lenten season.



Chancery
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Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Most Reverend John Bura, Auxiliary Bishop for the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, delivered 
the homily at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia on Sunday, 
February 28, 2018.  Bishop John noted that we have recently celebrated Christmas, New Year’s and the 
Epiphany-Theophany and are preparing to begin the holy season of the Great Fast, which begins this year 
on Monday, February 12th.   The Sunday’s Gospel was that of the Prodigal Son and that of God’s great 
mercy and compassion.  God is willingly to patiently wait for the sinner to return.  For the Lord said: I have 
come not to call the righteous, but the sinner.”   

The younger son who is ungrateful 
leaves his father who was so generous 
to him.  Having squandered his 
inheritance and experiencing hunger 
during a famine, the prodigal son 
comes to his senses and returns 
home.  The Father graciously 
receives him back home, embraces 
him and asks that the servant to bring 
his returned son a ring as a sign of 
his restored sonship, a robe as a 
sign that it is forgiven and forgotten 
that he lost his share of the property 
(inheritance) and sandals as a sign 
that he is not to be regarded as one 
of the servants, but a his son.

Before God we all are sinners like 
the prodigal son in need of God’s 
mercy and compassion.  God loves 
all who repent of their sin and return 
home to Him.  

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, I shall 
not forget all His benefits.” Psalm 
103:2

Bishop John Bura offers the homily on the Sunday of 
the Prodigal Son at the Cathedral in Philadelphia

 Watch a video of the homily on our YouTube Channel 
https://www.youtube.com/user/thewayukrainian
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Apostolic Nunciature in Ukraine
Kyiv, February 2, 2018

Your Beatitude,
 
On November 23rd of last year, His Holiness 
celebrated Vespers at the Vatican Basilica 
for peace in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo and in South Sudan.  Having 
been informed of the deterioration of the 
social and political situation and the effects 
of violence in both countries, Pope  Francis 
has designated February 23rd of this year as 
the Day of Prayer and Fasting for peace in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo and 
in South Sudan and throughout the world.  
The official announcement of this was done 
following the “Angelus” Prayer on Sunday, 
February 4, 2018.
 
It is a great desire of the Holy Father that the 
entire Church unite in offering this request on 
this Day of Prayer and to pray to God the 
Father, whose mercy is beyond measure, for 
the conversion of hearts, especially of those in 
whose hands are the destiny of those countries 
or of those involved in some way with the 
resolution of the situation. 
 
Therefore I graciously ask the Bishops 
individually to invite the faithful to promote 
its participation in the respective particular 
Churches.
 
With sincere words of gratitude for Your 
valuable co-operation and taking this 
opportunity to express my profound esteem for 
Your Beatitude.
 
       
 +Claudio Gugerotti
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LEAGUE OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS OF AMERICA 

 ANNUAL LENTEN RETREAT 
March 16, 17, 18, 2018 

ST. MARY’S VILLA RETREAT CENTER, SLOATSBURG, NY 
 

On January 1, 2018 Pope Francis recommended leaving behind “all sorts of 
useless baggage”. His recipe for getting down to the essentials includes 
setting aside a moment of silence daily to be with God in order to help “keep 
our freedom from being corroded by the banality of consumerism, the blare 
of commercials, the stream of empty words and the overpowering waves of 
empty chatter and loud shouting.”  Pope Francis recommended leaving 
behind “all sorts of useless baggage” to “rediscover what really matters” - 
and start over from that. And in one sense that is repentance. According to 
“Mr. Webster”, repentance means to regret for some wrong doing in the past. 
Christ message is “repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  

 Repentance is an ongoing part of life. Christ Our Pascha, the catechism of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church states that “On-going repentance is not about 
focusing on one’s faults and offenses. It is first of all, in discovering God’s 
love. In the light of God’s love we realize to what extent sin separates us 
from Him and prevents us from abiding in God’s love.” (# 454) The purpose 
of this retreat is for us to put aside time to be with God and rediscover what 
really matters, to become aware of God’s unconditional love and limitless  
mercy which enables us to lead a life of repentance and  transformation.   

His Excellency Bishop John Bura, who will conduct the retreat, was ordained  
by Metropolitan Ambrose Senyshyn, served in many parishes, was Rector of 
St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary in Washington, D.C.  He was 
Apostolic Administrator of St. Josaphat Eparchy in Parma, Ohio and 
presently is Auxiliary Bishop of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia serving as 
Ambassador of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in Washington, DC. 
 
 

REGISTRATION  FORM  FOR  LUC  LENTEN  RETREAT  2018 
Retreat begins on Friday at 7:30 pm (arrivals by 7:00pm)  

 
 

     NAME:    _____________________________________________________________   
 
   ADDRESS:  ____________________________________________________________   
 
    CITY:   ____________________________                   STATE: _______  ZIP:________   

 

    I WILL ARRIVE ON: ___________________   AT APPROXIMATELY: ________P.M. 
   
Please note that there will be no meal served Friday evening. Be sure to have your supper before you arrive.  
As always, there will be hot and cold beverages, snacks and fruits available at all times.  
  

RETREAT COST:   $ 175. 00  Per Person  DEADLINE:   MARCH 2, 2018 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  LEAGUE OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS 

Complete and Mail to: Marion C. Hrubec 400 Dewey Avenue, Saddle Brook, NJ 07663 
 

                                                                               [ Paid  ___    Check # _________ ] 
 



FEBRUARY 11, 2018  15

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP POSITION AVAILABLE
PENNSYLVANIA CATHOLIC CONFERENCE

Saint Basil Academy News 

On Saturday, March 3, Saint Basil Academy 
will offer the 7th grade practice test from 
8-11:45 am and host a Meet & Greet for 
6th & 7th grade parents from 9-11:45 am.  
Faculty, staff, and administration will be on 
hand at the Meet & Greet to answer questions 
and discuss pertinent information regarding 
our mission, academics, and the admissions 
process.  Following the program, brief tours 
will be provided.  

Register online at https://www.stbasilacademy.
org/admissions/

Contact the Admissions Office at 215-
649-9083 for more information Saint Basil 
Academy is located at 711 Fox Chase Road 
in Jenkintown.

The Pennsylvania 
Catholic Conference 
(PCC) is the public 
affairs agency of 
the eight Latin Rite 
and two Eastern Rite 
Catholic dioceses in 
the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. Located 
in Harrisburg, PA, 

PCC currently employs 
a professional staff of 
eight individuals who 
are under the leadership 
and supervision of an 
Executive Director. 

Due to the impending 
retirement of its present 
Executive Director, 
PCC is seeking a 
highly-qualified and 
experienced individual to 
assume that position.

Minimum qualifications 
include a bachelor’s 
degree in theology, 
political science, public 

policy or a closely 
related field. A graduate 
level or law degree is 
preferred. Experience 
working as a lobbyist 
or equivalent legislative 
and public policy 
experience is essential. 
The successful candidate 
must demonstrate a 
knowledge of and fidelity 

to the mission of the 
Catholic Church and its 
public policy positions.

Applicants may present 
their qualifications 
by transmitting a 
curriculum vitae along 
with a letter of interest, 
in confidence, to:

PCC Executive Director Search Committee
c/o Most Rev. Ronald W. Gainer
Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg
4800 Union Deposit Road 
Harrisburg, PA 17111-3710
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(continued on next page)

Bishop Andriy visits Assumption School in Perth Amboy, NJ

A visit from Most. Rev. 
Andriy Rabiy, auxiliary 
bishop for the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia, during 
Catholic Schools Week 
was a special treat for 
students at Assumption 
Catholic School in Perth 
Amboy, NJ.  It’s not every 
day that a school gets a 
visit from a bishop on 
Catholic Schools Week, 
but Assumption Catholic 
School  was fortunate to 
have him with our school 
community the entire 
day.  Upon his arrival, His 
Excellency was greeted 
in the church vestibule 
by ACS students with 
traditional gifts of bread, 
salt and flowers.

His visit fell on the Feast 

Bishop Rabiy and Rev. Ivan Turyk on the Feast of the Presentation 
of Our Lord in the Temple on February 2, 2018

of the Presentation of 
Jesus at the Temple, also 
known as Candlemas 
and the Feast of the 
Purification. During the 
morning Divine Liturgy 
that he celebrated for 
the ACS community, 
Bishop Andriy blessed 
candles and reminded 
all students that these 
candles symbolize that 
they are called to be 
light, just as Jesus is 
the Light of the World. 
He also presented five 
distinguished parishioner-
students with  generous 
Scholarships for their 
continuing education.

Following the Divine 
Liturgy service, the 
school presented a short 
concert and a festive 

breakfast in honor of 
His Excellency and his 
historic visit to ACS. 
During breakfast the 
students, faculty and staff 
also honored the hard 
work and sacrifices that 
police officers have to 
make every day in order 
to safeguard our country 
and our community. 
The bishop was warmly 
greeted by the principal, 
Mrs. Lissette Shumny who 
thanked him for taking 
the time to visit with the 
students and then Rev. 
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(continued from previous page)

Ivan Turyk, pastor and 
the school administrator, 
escorted him through the 
school. As he moved from 
classroom to classroom 
the Bishop answered a 
variety of questions from 
the enthusiastic students, 
ranging from when he 
decided to become a 
priest (17 years old), to 
what he would have been 
if he wasn’t a Bishop (a 
teacher), to what is his 
favorite Old Testament 
book (Exodus), to what 
sport does he like the 
most (soccer), if he has 
met Pope Francis (not 
yet) and if it is fun being 
a bishop (Yes). 
             
In addition to visiting 
with the students 
and answering their 
questions, the bishop 
was presented with a 
handmade "heart" of 

Bishop Andriy visits Assumption School in Perth Amboy, NJ

thank-you and good 
wishes cards from the 
students. During the 
bishop’s visit from grade 
to grade, you could just 
see and feel the energy 
and love that he has for 
the students and that 
they feel for him. Bishop 
Andriy’s first visit to ACS 
demonstrated his great 
support of Catholic 
Education and of the 
parents who make the 
sacrifice to send their 
children to Assumption 
Catholic school. Prior to 
departing, Bishop Andriy 
had lunch with teachers 
and staff members.  
Everyone agreed it was 
a truly memorable day 
for our school and it was 
definitely a wonderful 
way to end Catholic 
Schools Week at ACS.
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Save The Date 2018 
 
 
FEBRUARY 12  GREAT FAST BEGINS (GREGORIAN CALENDAR)    DAY OF STRICT FAST/A GIFT OF RENEWAL OF FAITH IN 

YOUR PARISH  
 
MARCH 25   PALM SUNDAY – DISTRIBUTION OF BLESSED PUSSY WILLOWS IN PARISHES, FAITHFUL ANOINTED.  
 
MARCH 30   GOOD FRIDAY –EXPOSITION OF THE HOLY SHROUD IN PARISHES – A MUST TO  PARTICIPATE AND 

VENERATE 
 
APRIL 1   EASTER SUNDAY (GREGORIAN CALENDAR)    RESURRECTION MATINS AND DIVINE LITURGY –  

YOU DARE NOT MISS!  
 
APRIL 8  EASTER SUNDAY (JULIAN CALENDAR) 
 
APRIL 27-28   ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS, PHILADELPHIA 
 
MAY 13  MOTHER’S DAY.  OFFERING THANKSGIVING FOR YOUR MOTHER IN PRAYER AT CHURCH  
 
JULY 29  84TH ANNUAL SEMINARY UKRAINIAN DAY, SOUTH ANTHRACITE DEANERY AT MINERSVILLE, PA  

11:00 AM HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY FOLLOWED BY FESTIVAL FEATURING UKRAINIAN FOLK  
DANCERS, LIVE DANCE MUSIC, UKRAINIAN FOODS, CRAFTS AND VENDORS 

 
AUGUST 12  ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE OF DORMITION OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, SLOATSBURG, NY, HOSTED BY THE 

SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE  
 
AUGUST 26  3RD ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE AT ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

CHURCH, CENTRALIA, PA  
 
SEPT. 17-20   UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CLERGY OF PHILADELPHIA RETREAT, LONG BRANCH, NJ  
 
SEPT. 20-22  CONGRESS OF EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES ON DIACONATE, SCRANTON, PA. 
 
SEPT. 30   100TH ANNIVERSARY ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, BETHLEHEM, PA. 
 
SEPT. 30  ARCHIEPARCHIAL PILGRIMAGE OF FEAST OF PROTECTION OF MOTHER OF GOD, MONASTERY  
  GROUNDS OF THE ORDER OF SISTERS OF ST. BASIL, FOX CHASE, PA.   DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM;  
  MOLEBEN AT 4:00 PM  
 
OCTOBER 28   100TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. VLADIMIR UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, PALMERTON, PA. 
 
NOVEMBER 4 BLESSING OF NEW ICONOSTASIS AT ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH,  
  WHIPPANY, NJ, 11 AM HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY 
 
DECEMBER 9   ANNUAL DIVINE LITURGY OF THANKSGIVING FOR BENEFACTORS OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA, UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION, PHILADELPHIA. 

 
DECEMBER 9   PRAZNYK OR FEAST DAY OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION,  
  PHILADELPHIA. 
 
DECEMBER 25 CHRISTMAS - NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST.   YOUR PRAYERFUL PARTICIPATION  
  IN THE DIVINE LITURGY IS YOUR BEST GIFT TO JESUS, TO YOURSELF AND TO OTHERS! 
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Assumption Catholic School Celebrates 
World Day for Consecrated Life

The vocation and 
contributions of men and 
women of the Assumption 
parish and school in 
Perth Amboy, NJ who 
are consecrated to God 
by vows of chastity, 
poverty and obedience 
was recognized at the 
parish school on Friday, 
January 26, 2018 when 
the annual World Day 
for Consecrated Life was 
observed.

To commemorate the day,  
the students participated 
at the Divine Liturgy 
and after the service,  
Fr. Ivan, Deacon Paul, 
Sister Yosaphata, Sister 
Thomas and Mother 
Maria the Superior of 
the  (MSMG ) Missionary 
Sisters of the Mother of 
God were recognized 
for their service to God.  
Mrs. Shumny the school’s 
Principle presented those 
in consecrated life with 
special gifts prepared 
by ACS students and in 
her beautiful remarks 
highlighted the gift of 
consecrated persons 
for the whole Church 
and Assumption 
community. To conclude 
the celebration, the 
jubilarians were treated 
to a breakfast served 
by the ACS 8th grade 
students.

Deacon Paul Makar, Mrs. Shumny, Sr. Thomas, MSMG, Mother 
Maria, MSMG, Sr. Yosaphata, MSMG and Rev. Ivan Turyk 

For information on Vocations please visit 
https://www.ukrainiancatholicvocations.com/
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5 PM

Rev. Wasyl Kharuk, 
“Missionaries
of Mercy” 

Representative 
of the Ukrainian 

Catholic 
Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia

“Be merciful, as your Father is merciful” (Lk. 6, 36)

Class of 2018 vs Parents/Teachers Basketball Game
Assumption Catholic School, Perth Amboy, NJ

Parents, teachers and 
students at ACS took 
some time to promote 
school spirit during 
Catholic Schools Week. 
The school held a special 
student versus parents/
staff basketball game 
on Tuesday, January 
30. During the game the 
ACS students watching 
cheered and waved 
their flags in support of 
each team. They were 
so proud of their fellow 
students and teachers 
and it was wonderful to 
see them get so excited 

about the sport! We 
thank our basketball 
teams, the referee, a 
photographer and the 

staff members who 
played in the match. The 
parents/teachers won 
with a score of 39-28! 

Great job and thank you 
to all who took part.

February 11, 2018

Dear Friends,

Each of us is about to 
begin a journey. When 
we think about a journey, 
it could be a vacation 
trip or a business trip. I 
am going to ask you to 
consider a spiritual trip.

This spiritual trip that 
we must make is the 
pilgrimage of the Great 
Fast.

This Sunday before the 
Fast begins is called 
Forgiveness Sunday.  The 
Gospel of this Sunday 
once again reminds us 
about Forgiveness.  For 
if we hope to be forgiven 
for our mistakes, of 

which we all have many – 
we must forgive everyone 
(parents, children, friends, 
coworkers, neighbors 
and enemies) who has 
wronged us in anyway.  
This act of forgiving is 
mercy in action.

For if we wish to live 
in a world of peaceful 
harmony full of mercy; we 
must practice forgiving 
everyday.

During this pilgrimage 
that we are about to 
begin, start right, from the 
very first day, by calling 
someone on the phone 
or even visiting someone 
and forgiving that person.

Who might that person be 
in your life?

Do you have the courage 
and strength to forgive 
that person?

Do you need help to find 
the power to forgive?

Ask Jesus for help.  Spend 
sometime in prayer.  Jesus 
will give you the courage 
and the strength to forgive.

When we forgive, most 
importantly, we are 
forgiven.

This Great Fast is an 
opportunity for everyone 
of us to begin a 
pilgrimage of repentance 
and forgiveness.  Let us all 
take the first step together 
with Jesus.

Amen.
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The Providence Association 
Of the Ukrainian Catholics in America 

1-877-857-2284 (ext. 211)                                                                              sales@provassn.com 
 

    СОЮЗ УКРАЇНЦІВ  
                 КАТОЛИКІВ  

ПРОВИДІННЯ 

    www.provassn.com                 1912 
    Fraternity                         

2018
LIFE INSURANCE 

FIXED ANNUITIES (Savings Certificates), IRA’S AND ROTH IRAs
Family Financial Protection

Retirement and Savings: Safe, Secure and Steady Wealth Accumulation
401(k), 457, 403(b), IRA and other pension plan rollovers

CURRENT INTEREST RATE ON SAVINGS: 3.25%
3.00% Lifetime Guaranteed Minimum Interest rate

Call or email for details or a free personal consultation!

Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate 

64th HOLY DORMITION PILGRIMAGE 
August 11-12, 2018 

His Beatitude Sviatoslav presiding 

MARY, OUR MODEL OF PRAYER 
“Do Whatever He Tells You…” 

                                             WORKSHOP PRESENTERS 
August 11th - “Mary, Mother of the Word of God”  (English) 
Fr. Jack Custer is Rector of the Cathedral of St Michael the Archangel, Passaic NJ and Syn-
cellus for the State of New Jersey.  He is a native of Jersey City, NJ and a Greek Catholic by 
choice.  He holds degrees in Sacred Scripture and Theology from the Pontifical Biblical Insti-
tute and the Gregorian University in Rome.  He served for thirteen years as Dean and Profes-
sor of Scripture at the Byzantine Catholic Seminary, Pittsburgh PA. He has 
authored four books and numerous articles, and his column, "Searching the 
Scriptures" appears monthly in the Eastern Catholic Life (newspaper of the 
Eparchy of Passaic).  
 

August 12th - “Her Choice Made Us Free”  (Ukrainian)  
V.  Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak is a Church Historian who enjoys sharing his extensive knowledge of 
the history of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the United States. He has served as a military 
chaplain, Director of Religious Education, Vocations Director, and Vice-Rector of the minor semi-
nary for four years.   Fr. Ivan is the author of several books and his latest book is entitled Metro-
politan Andrei Sheptytsky and the Establishment of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the United 
States.  Fr. Ivan is pastor of Holy Trinity Parish in Kerhonkson and Hunter, NY. 
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Open Position - Administrative Assistant
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in Philadelphia 
has an immediate opening for the position of 
administrative assistant and bookkeeper.

The administrative duties include telephone 
answering, responding to queries, assisting in 
scheduling Cathedral activities, dealing with 
cemetery operations, funerals homes and 
families regarding the administrative and 
record keeping for St. Mary’s Cemetery.

Bookkeeping activities require knowledge 
and application of QuickBooks, the Cathedral 
and Archeparchy software to managing 
church financial accounting transactions and 
reporting.

Qualified candidate should be able to 
communicate in both Ukrainian and English.

Hours and salary are commensurate and 
negotiable.

Please submit resume and references to:

Very Rev. Fr. Roman Pitula
Rector of the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception
819 North 8th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19123
Tel.: 215-922-2845
Fax: 215-922-4635
e-mail: cathedralonfranklin@comcast.net

 

WOMEN AS CAREGIVERS: 
SPIRITUAL, PASTORAL AND PRACTICAL 
MATTERS 
 
 SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 2018 
10:00AM-1:00PM  
REGISTER REQUIRED                 FEE: $30 

BASILIAN SPIRITUALITY CENTER 
710 FOX CHASE RD.  FOX CHASE MANOR, PA 19046 

Everyone in her lifetime will be a caregiver, need a caregiver or know a 
caregiver. It is a position we seldom prepare for physically, financially, 
emotionally or spiritually. This presentation identifies and acknowledges 
the complexities and challenges of caregiving. Using the scriptural model 
for giving and receiving care we explore the deeper spiritual aspects of 
caregiving thus gaining valuable insight to understand, strengthen and 
protect us. The presentation will help you approach caregiving with new 
awareness and sensitivity, equip you with new resources, and help you 
find strength and techniques for coping.  
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: REFER TO WWW.STBASILS.COM TO REGISTER OR 
CALL 215-780-1227.  PRESENTER: SISTER JOANN SOSLER, OSBM Phone:215-780-1227 

E-mail: basilcenter@stbasils.com 

www.basilcenter@stbasils.com 

710 Fox Chase Road 

Jenkintown, PA 

For more information 
contact Basilian 
Spirituality Center 

Organization 
Consider the possibility of writing/praying an icon 
into being during a few days of the Lenten season. 

Peter Pearson, celebrated iconographer, will guide students through 
a process which is both ancient and accessible. No prior experience  
is necessary and no drawing ability is necessary. One need only be 
open, willing and teachable. The students will work in acrylic paint 
and all supplies for the icon will be provided and included in the 
workshop fee. 

ICON WRITING 
WORKSHOP with Peter Pearson 

Friday to Sunday,   March  9 – 11,  2018 

Basilian Spirituality Center 

Students will 
work to create 
an image of 
Christ similar to 
the one shown 
here. 

Fee: $450.00 

Register by 2-1-18 
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2018 Ukrainian Catholic 
Pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land

You are cordially invited to join St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Passaic, NJ, 
on a once-in-a-lifetime journey following in 
the footsteps of Jesus with an opportunity 
to celebrate our Divine Liturgy at sacred 
places along the way.  Trip dates: October 
14 – 23, 2018. For a brochure or further 
information contact Annette@select-intl.
com, by phone 1-800-842-4842, 973-
471-9727 or on Facebook, St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Passaic.

October 14-23, 2018

For More Information Contact:

Select International Tours at  
800-842-4842     annette@select-intl.com

www.selectinternationaltours.comWe share your faith

10 Days

On the Road to Jesus 

with Rev. Andriy Dudkevych

  Holy Land
Pilgrimage to the

ST. NICHOLAS UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Ten Commandements 

When:  June 25-29, 2018 (8:30 AM – 3:30 PM) 
Where:   

Basilian Spirituality Center,  
710 Fox Chase Road, Fox Chase Manor, PA 19046 

 

The camp seeks to pass on both aspects of Ukrainian spirituality 
and cultural tradition.  The theme is based on the Ten 
Commandments. The dos and don’ts of God’s 10 Commandments 
show us how to apply love in every aspect of life. 
Jesus Christ summarized all of God’s laws in two great 
commandments. “‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first 
and great commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all 
the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 22:37-40). 
 
The day includes catechesis, songs, crafts, DRAMA CLUB, 
embroidery and fun.  Space is limited to 25 children.  
Reserve your place today! Participation at the camp by Registration 
ONLY!  
For more information contact 215.379.3998 
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The Great Fast

The Holy Season 
of the Great Fast 
begins for us 
Ukrainian Catholics 
who celebrate 
according to the 
Gregorian calendar 
on Monday, 
February 12th.  It is a 
time of extra prayer 
and fasting so that 
we may spiritually 
prepare ourselves to 
celebrate the Feast of 
Feasts, Easter – the 
Resurrection of Our 
Lord.  The Great Fast 
is a 40-day journey 
whereby we look at 
our spiritual relation 
with Our Lord God 
and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, and grow and 
develop into that 
unique child of God 
that the Amighty has 
called into being by 
name.

In the eyes of the 
Almighty God, we 
are all precious, 
of immeasurable 
worth.  We all have 
been given a unique 
mission to fulfill 
during our earthly 
stay.  For our life here 
and now is a prelude 
to the eternal.  Some 

Christian writers refer 
to it as a Pilgrimage 
to the Heavenly City.  
Our Lord taught us 
in the prayer “Our 
Father” that we are to 
constantly seek to live 
according to the Holy 
Will of God:  “Thy will 
be done on earth as it 
is in heaven.”

Our Lord Jesus Christ 
in His coming to earth, 
His Nativity, has united 
heaven and earth.  
He came down from 
heaven to save us 
from sin and open up 
the gates to heaven. 
His life was one of 
Self-Sacrificial Love  
culminating in His own 
Passion and death on 
the cross.  Our Lord 
willingly suffered for 

our sake.  He freed us 
from the bonds of the 
evil one.  

Our Lord showed 
Himself to be the 
“Suffering Servant 
of Yahweh (God)” 
as expressed in the 
prophetic book of 
Isaiah (Chapter 53).  
He was a “man of 
suffering,” accustomed 
to infirmities. He was 
“harshly treated,” and 
yet He with Extreme 
Humility:  “Like a lamb 
led to the slaughter 
…He was silent and 
opened not His 
mouth.”  All this He 
endured having done 
no wrong nor spoken 
any falsehood.  By His 
Passion, death on the 
Cross and Resurrection 

the Lord took away 
our sins and gained 
pardon for our 
offenses.  

May we walk along 
with Christ this 
earthly life so as 
to live forever with 
Him in heaven.  If 
we live and die with 
and in Christ as St. 
Paul speaks in his 
epistles, we have the 
blessed assurance 
of being deemed 
worthy of entering 
into His Eternal 
Kingdom. May we 
all have a spiritually 
fruitful journey this 
Great Fast so as to 
sing out joyfully and 
with renewed faith:  
“Christ is Risen” on 
Easter Sunday. 
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 CONGRATULATIONS 
METROPOLITAN STEFAN & THE 
SUPER BOWL CHAMPION EAGLES

National Catholic Sisters Week 
March 8-14, 2018

NCSW is an annual celebration that began in 2014 to honor women religious 
with a series of events that instruct, enlighten, and bring greater focus on the 
lives of these women.  It is a chance to recognize all that they do, with the hope 
that as more young women learn about women religious, more will choose to 
follow their example.  

Ukrainian Bishops in Philadelphia and Stamford, Ct. Make 
Culinary Wager on the Outcome of Super Bowl LII

You can check out the NCSW website: nationalcatholicsistersweek.org to learn about the organization, 
and find an event near you and join in  honoring women religious.

THE SSMI’s INVITE ALL
TO: 3Ps = Pray, Play, Pizza with the Sisters Servants

WHEN: MARCH 8th - 6:30 PM  &   MARCH 11th - 2:00 PM 
WHERE: St. Mary’s Villa, 150 Sisters Servants Ln, 

Sloatsburg, NY 10974
RSVP: Call 845-753-2840 or E-mail: srkath25@gmail.com 

Please respond by March 3rd

Philadelphia, Pa.—Metropolitan Stefan Soroka, Ukrainian Catholic Archbishop of Philadelphia and 
Bishop Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, bishop of Stamford, Ct. are rooting for different teams during the NFL 
Super Bowl LII on Sunday, February 4, 2018.  This annual sporting event of the year will feature the 
Philadelphia Eagles, in their first appearance since 2005 and the returning Super Bowl Champion and 
perennial powerhouse New England Patriots.

To show their confidence in their respective home teams, the bishops have placed a friendly wager on 
the ultimate outcome of the game.  The beneficiaries will be either the chancery staff in Philadelphia or 
the chancery staff in Stamford, Ct.

Metropolitan Soroka stated, “If the Eagles do not fly high on Sunday, we will provide a luncheon for 
the Stamford Chancery staff highlighted with Philadelphia cheesesteaks.  However, I do not suspect I 
will have to do so.”

While Bishop Paul and his chancery staff are looking forward to the Philly Cheesesteak luncheon, the 
bishop states, “If the Eagles fly high and the Patriots experience a rare defeat, he will provide the 
Philadelphia Chancery staff with a luncheon with Boston Cream Pie as the dessert.”
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Treasury of Faith Museum receives Centralia Coal Cross
This Magnificent hand-crafted coal cross was made by inspired Anne 
Marie Devine, Mayor of Centralia, Pennsylvania from 1986 to 1993.  She 
crafted 300 such crosses and distributed them to those who were forced 
to leave Centralia due to the fire that has been burning underground 
since 1962, and continues to burn to this day.

(The Buhay Family was one of the recipients of this special coal cross.)

Donated to the Treasury of Faith Museum by the Buhay Family

TREASURY OF FAITH MUSEUM
(Cathedral Lower Level)

810 North Franklin Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19123

(215) 627-3389
tofmuseum@ukrcap.org

Boys and Girls 
Basketball teams 

attend Divine Liturgy 
in Mt. Carmel

The boys and girls 
basketball teams and 

coaches of Our Lady of 
Lourdes Regional Catholic 

School, Shamokin, Pa. 
attended the Divine Liturgy 

at Ss. Peter and Paul 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Mt. Carmel, Pa. on Sunday, 

February 4, 2018.



(continued on next page)
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Basilian Spirituality Center hosts second class 
“What Shall We Teach?” Catechist Formation Program 

"What Shall We Teach" 
was the second class 
in a series held at the 
Basilian Spiritual Center, 
Jenkintown, PA with Sr. 
Ann Laszok, OSBM on 
January 27, 2018.  

The class began with 
a review from the first 
course held on January 
20, 2018 especially 
noting that a Protestant 
Bible has 39 books in 
it, and a Catholic Bible 
has an additional 7 
books to total 46 books.  
The 7 additional books 
are the ones Catholics 
refer to as the Deutero-
Canonical Books which 
were originally written in 
Greek.   

The class also learned 
that the first Gospel 
written in the New 
Testament was written 
by St. Mark.  And that 
the Trinity is mentioned in 
the Holy Scriptures in St. 
Matthew, Chapter 28.

One of the Fathers of 
the Church that Sr. Ann, 
OSBM, spoke about 
in class was Abba 
Dorotheus, a Desert 
Father.  Abba Dorotheus 
used an example of a 
large wagon wheel while 
speaking to brothers 

Sr.  Susanne Matwiyiw, OSBM and Sr. Ann Laszok, OSBM 
were the class speakers
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about growing in love of 
God and the love of each 
other.   Abba Dorotheus 
said when you look at 
a wagon wheel, “Each 
spoke is a path of our 
lives.  Beginning at the 
outer rim, we all journey 
towards the center, the 
hub, which is Christ. 
But, you will notice that 
as each spoke comes 
closer to the hub, it also 
comes closer to the other 
spokes.  There is no other 
way.  If we are coming 
closer to Christ, we will 
necessarily be coming 
closer to each other.” 

Sr. Ann, OSBM also 
spoke about other 
Fathers of the Church 
and the Ecumenical 
Councils during the class.

Towards the conclusion 
of class, Sr.  Susanne 
Matwiyiw, OSBM, spoke 
about Iconography.  Sr. 
Susanne, OSBM said an 
icon is meant to be a 
window into the spiritual 
world.  “It is Scripture in 
color.”  

Sr. Susanne, OSBM, 
explained when someone 
begins to write an icon, 
they usually use dark 
colors in the beginning 
and then put layers of 
lighter colors on top of 
it.  She explained there is 

Basilian Spirituality Center hosts second class 
“What Shall We Teach?” Catechist Formation Program 

(continued from previous page)

Holy Trinity Chapel at the Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the 
Great, Fox Chase Manor, PA (Jenkintown)

a theological meaning of 
it which is that the light is 
brought from darkness.

Sr. Susanne, OSBM 
explained how when 
icons are blessed they 

are forbidden to be 
thrown away and icons 
belong not only in church 
but they belong in homes 
as well.

The class was interested 

in finding out the meaning 
of colors used in icons 
as well.  In particular, 
Sr. Susanne, OSBM, 
explained how the color 

The class listens to Sr. Ann, OSBM

(continued on next page)
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blue represents humanity 
and the color red 
represents divinity.  Sr. 
Susanne explained how 
the Theotokos, Mother 
of God, is usually seen 
wearing blue underneath 
with red on the outside.  
She represents humanity 
covered with divinity.   
Sr. Susanne explained 
how when you look at 
Jesus, He is clothed 
in red covered in blue 
symbolizing divinity 
covered with humanity.

Sr. Susanne, OSBM, 
also talked about facial 
features depicted in 
icons.  Lips are thin and 
gentle; they are not 
open, because lips praise 
the Lord. The eyes and 
ears are large because 
a spiritual person spends 
time listening to God’s 
words and seeking to 
do God’s will.  And wide 
foreheads are meant to 
represent wisdom and 
holiness.

Sr. Susanne, OSBM, 
picked out a few icons 
to talk about to the class.  
She noted how St. John 
the Baptist is shown with 
wings in the icon because 
he is the messenger of 
the Messiah.  The icon 
of the Theophany shows 
the Trinity.  And in the 
icon of the Dormition, 

Basilian Spirituality Center hosts second class 
“What Shall We Teach?” Catechist Formation Program 

(continued from previous page)

the Lord is holding His 
mother’s soul.

At the end of the day, 
the class visited Holy 
Trinity Chapel to see the 
icons and prayed the 
“Our Father.”

Article and photos: 
Teresa Siwak

For more information on the Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the 
Great/ Basilian Spirituality Center visit https://stbasils.com/ 

Watch videos with excerpts from the course on January 27, 2018 
https://www.youtube.com/user/thewayukrainian

Sr.  Susanne, OSBM, talks about the Icon of St. John the Baptist

Icon of the Dormition at Holy Trinity Chapel
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Traditional Ukrainian Christmas Dinner at the Ukrainian 
Homestead of CEC ODWU Inc.

BUS TRIP FROM SCRANTON

Scranton’s St. Vladimir Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church is sponsoring a springtime bus trip to New York 
City on Saturday, May 19, 2018. There will be two stops in Manhattan: the 911 Memorial Museum at 
Ground Zero and the 42nd annual St. George Ukrainian Street Festival on the Lower East Side. Adults 
$70.00; Seniors 65+ $64.00; Youth 7 to 17 yrs. $62.00. Participants can follow the above two-stop itinerary 
or are free to do their own thing for part or all of the day. For those not visiting the Museum, the cost is 
$44.00. Departure from St. Vladimir Church, 428 North Seventh Avenue will be at8:00am and departure 
from New York City for home will be at 8:30pm.  For additional details and to make reservations contact 
Dave Pietryka at 570 954-8517 or Paul Ewasko at 570 563-2275. Due to the large number of visitors, 
Museum staff strongly recommends early confirmation of number of tickets to be ordered, therefore we ask 
that reservations and nonrefundable payment be made preferably before April 1. Check should be made 
out to St. Vladimir Church.

Lehighton, PA. – The annual 
traditional Prosphora-Holy Supper 
was celebrated on Sunday, 
January 21, 2018 at the Ukrainian 
Homestead in Lehighton.  Besides 
members of the Ukrainian 
community, there were also 
individuals from the American 
public who participated. It is an 
opportunity for us to share and 
explain our Ukrainian Christmas 
religious and family traditions.  

 
Rev. Volodymyr Baran, pastor of St. Vladimir’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Palmerton, Pa. opened 
the Prospora with a prayer and blessed the traditional 
dishes. 
 
After the meal the artistic program began, during 
which Father Volodymyr had shared his musical talent 
with those present.  He played the accordion much 
to the delight of those present, receiving extended 
applause.  
 
The ensemble Kazka had sung numerous Christmas 
carols and New Year’s songs.
      
(translated from an article in Ukrainian) Rev. Volodymyr Baran
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Parish Children of Holy Trinity Greet St. Mykolai and 
Perform a Vertep for Christmas

The children of Holy 
Trinity Particular Ukrainian 
Catholic Church parish 
happily welcomed St. 
Mykolai when he visited 
their parish in Silver Spring, 
Maryland, on Sunday, 
December 17.  The children 
beautifully performed 
special St. Mykolaj (St. 
Nicholas) poems and 
songs.  St. Mykolai greeted 
everyone and rewarded 
the children with treats.  

The children performing 
for Mykolai were 
Maryana Dumenko, Marta 
Brannman, Daniel Leskiv, 
Diana Leskiv, Markiyan 
Kosharych, Andrij 
Kryvutsky, Danylko Graves, 
Solomia Kachur, Danylo 
Kachur, Yarema Kachur, 
Markiyan Kachur, Dariya 
Kits. The performance was 
organized and directed by 
Nadiya Leskiv, Sofia Kachur 
and Lesya Brennmen 
and facilitated by Rev. 
Alexander Dumenko, 
the pastor of Holy Tinity 
P.U.C.C.

The children so enjoyed 
performing for the Mykolaj 
event that they were very 
motivated to memorize 
even more poems and 
practice carols for the 
Vertep that was performed 
a few weeks later on 
Christmas Day --January 7, 
2018. Vertep

St. Nicholas visit



St. Paul ‘s Parish in Ramsey, NJ sends birthday 
greetings to Fr. Evhen Moniuk
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UGCC Bishops call on laity to actively participate in 
social-political life of the country 

Thursday, 25 January 
2018
 
The Father and Head 
of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav and 
the Synod of Kyiv-Galician 
Supreme Archbishopric 
of the UGCC, taking 
into consideration 
numerous challenges in 
the social -political life 
of the Ukrainian society, 
addressed the laymen 
and clergy in order to 
represent some actual 
issues regarding the 
participation of the faithful 
in the social-political life 
of the country. This is the 
main topic of the Pastoral 
Advisory "The Call to the 
Laity to Participate in 
Social-Political Life of the 
Country", which is based 
on the social doctrine of 
the Church, other faith-
instructional documents 

and the social tradition of 
the UGCC. 

Resolutions of the Seventy 
seventh session of the 
Synod of the Bishops of 
Kyiv-Galician Supreme 
Archbishopric of the 
UGCC

About the Seventy 
seventh session of the 
Synod of the Bishops of 
Kyiv-Galician Supreme 
Archbishopric of the 
UGCC

In the Advisory, which 
will be published as 
a separate edition 
and spread among 
the faithful, the UGCC 
Bishops address first of 
all those laymen who, 
as responsible citizens, 
are called to implement 
the social doctrine of the 
Church, thus fulfilling the 
mission of evangelization 

in the world.

The UGCC believes that 
the laymen should build 
the independent Ukrainian 
state according to the 
God's law, implementing 
their Christian faith in the 
ministry to our nation.

"By this we mean, using 
the words of his Beatitude 
Lubomyr, 'sincere interest 
in the common good of 
the community and the 
means which lead to it, 
and most importantly – 
respect for all the rights'… 
We, as Christians, must 
be interested in  the 
destiny  of all members 
of the society: if we follow 
the teaching of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, we must 
care about the good of 
the whole society," says 
the document.

"Participation in the 

social-political  life of the 
country is a duty first of 
all for the laity, because it 
is a part of their Christian 
calling. This participation 
should not be limited to 
membership in political 
parties only - it must 
include all spheres of civil 
society," believe spiritual 
leaders.

Special attention, in their 
opinion, should be paid 
to electoral bodies of 
local self-governance - 
this 'talent foundry', where 
under the scrutiny of the 
public eye real statesmen 
are born.

The UGCC Department 
for Information  

ht tp ://news.ugcc.ua/
en/news/ugcc_bishops_
c a l l _ o n _ l a i t y _ t o _
actively_participate_in_
socialpolit ical_life_of_
the_country_81680.html

Pope Francis extended the mandate of the Head of the UGCC to 
the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity

6 February 2018

This was stated by 
Cardinal Kurt Koch, 
President of this dicastery 
of the Vatican Curia, 
in a letter to the Head 
of the UGCC, informs 
Secretariat of the Head 
of the UGCC in Rome.  

The decision of the Holy 
Father, referred to in the 

letter of Cardinal Koch, 
"strengthens our close 
cooperation with you and 
gives us an opportunity 
to further enrich ourselves 
with your competence 
by harmoniously 
combining your duties 
and responsibility 
with those which our 
Father instructed to our 
dicastery."

This is the second five-
year mandate of the 
Beatitude Sviatoslav's 
membership in the 
Pontifical Council for the 
Promotion of Christian 
Unity since his election as 
the Head of the UGCC. 
There are 15 Cardinals 
and other Ecumenical 
Dialogue experts in this 
decasteria. The task of 
the Council is to cultivate 

an authentic ecumenical 
spirit in accordance with 
the decree of the Second 
Vatican Council "Unitatis 
redentigratio" and 
cooperation with other 
Christian churches.

h t t p s : / / r i s u . o r g . ua/
en / i n de x /a l l _ n ew s /
catholics/ugcc/69998
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The Head of the UGCC at a meeting with the G7 Ambassadors: 
We will win in the war with Russia, but the time of victory 

depends on the speed and quality of reforms.

Wednesday, 07 February 
2018
 
Father and Head of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav, along with 
other members of the 
AUCCRO, met with the 
Ambassadors of the G7 
on February 6 in Kyiv to 
discuss issues of freedom 
of religion and state-
religious relations in the 
international dimension 
and participation of 
the united religious 
community of Ukraine as 
part of a structured civil 
society in the process of 
reforms in Ukraine. 

In his speech, the Head 
of the UGCC noted 
that this is an interesting 
moment in the direct 
dialogue between 
diplomats of such a high 
level and representatives 
of ordinary Ukrainians, 
representatives of civil 
society.
The Head of the UGCC 
stressed that the religious 
environment of Ukraine, 
heads of churches, heads 
of different religious 
communities feel social 
responsibility for the 
fate of Ukraine, for the 
fate of the Ukrainian 
people and our state. 
"Today, it's religious 
people, although it may 
be strange to hear, have 

almost the greatest credit 
for the trust of Ukrainian 
citizens. It increases our 
responsibility. For every 
appeal, in particular, 
made by us all together 
as the All-Ukrainian 
Council of Churches, 
has an extremely great 
influence on the destiny 
of our people, " said His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav to 
the G7 Ambassadors.

The Head of the Church 
noted the importance of 
the reforms that today 
need to be experienced 
by Ukraine as a state 
and Ukrainian society. 
"Today we are very 
grateful to you that the 
world community is on 
the side of Ukraine, which 
leads a war against the 
Russian aggressor. We 
are convinced that the 
Ukrainian people will win 
in that war. But the time 
of victory depends also 
on the level and speed 
of internal reforms that 
the Ukrainian state needs 
to go through," said the 
Primate.

According to him, the 
reforms that are facing 
us today are different. 
"Some, - believes His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav, - 
can give quick political 
dividends to our 
politicians, authorities and 
opposition, so they will 

be more likely to speak 
a lot about those topics. 
But often, our politicians 
do not see the future, 
because they all think 
of the timing of the next 
election, which will be 
a year later. Therefore, 
their programs are short-
lived. But the vision we 
have as representatives 
of churches and religious 
organizations is further. 
Because we know that 
politicians come and 
go, and the Ukrainian 
people and Ukrainian 
churches and religious 
communities remain."

There are, the Head of 
the Church has continued, 
other reforms that, in 
the opinion of the world 
community, are vital for 
Ukraine, but they will 
not bring rapid political 
dividends and can be 
painful for ordinary 
Ukrainian people. But 
we know that they 
need to be done today, 
although they will yield 
their results in two, three 
or five years. "Therefore, 
the Church often acts 
as a good mother. 
When in our childhood 
we had a toothache, 
then mom needed to 
persuade us to go to the 
doctor. I believe that our 
social responsibility, as 
churches and religious 
organizations, may be 

similar. We can be such a 
catalyst for reforming our 
society in our ministry as 
a mother and teacher for 
our people. In particular, 
last year, churches and 
religious organizations 
supported two important 
reforms. This is a medical 
and educational reform", 
- said the Head of the 
Church.

In his opinion, it remains 
unclear what urgent 
reforms must be made 
in Ukraine this year. 
"We know that this year 
may be turbulent for our 
society. We can work 
together for peace, 
stability, development of 
genuine democracy in 
Ukraine, so that in the 
run-up to the elections, 
Ukrainian society really 
understands what needs 
to be done and on what 
path it is necessary to 
go, "said His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav.

Department of 
Information of the UGCC

http://news.ugcc.ua/
en/news/ t he_head_
o f _ t h e _ u g c c _ a t _ a _
meeting_with_the_g7_
ambassadors_we_will_
win_in_the_war_with_
russia_but_the_time_of_
victory_depends_on_the_
speed_and_quality_of_
reforms_81816.html
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UGCC opens a geriatric house

2 February 2018 

Lviv Regional Council has granted the premises of a health care center to the Basilian Monastery 
where they plan to equip a modern geriatric boarding house, according to Volodymyr Hirnyak, 
deputy head of the LRC, Zbruch has reported with a reference to Galinfo.
 
“We hope that one of the first private geriatric boarding houses will soon begin functioning in Lviv 
region,” said Volodymyr Hyrniak.
 
“At the last meeting of the Lviv Regional Council, they decided to grant to the Basilian monastery 
the premises in the village of Slolyta, Zolochiv district. Previously, those premises belonged to the 
health sector. This issue is monitored by Bishop Ihor Voznyak and UGCC lawyers.
 
In this area, it is planned to build a monastery, which will run a modern boarding house. Priests 
who were trained abroad, have gained some useful experience they are willing to implement in 
practice,” said Volodymyr Hirnyak.

https://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/community/religion_and_society/69944


