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GREAT FAST PASTORAL OF ТНЕ UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 
HIERARCHY OF ТНЕ U.S.A. ТО OUR CLERGY, 

HIEROMONKS AND BROTHERS, RELIGIOUS SISTERS, 
SEMINARIANS AND BELOVED FAITHFUL

"The light of Your grace 
has shone upon our 
souls, О Lord. Behold, 
this is the favorable time, 
the season of conversion. 
Let us turn away from the 
works of darkness, and 
let us clothe ourselves 
with the armor of light, 
so that crossing the 
ocean of the fast, we 
may come to the harbor 
of the resurrection on 
the third day with our 
Lord Jesus Christ the 
Savior of our souls."

Aposticha, Cheesefare 
Sunday Vespers

During the upcoming 
days of the Great Fast, 
it is an opportune time 
to examine ourselves, 
to see how we are 
progressing spiritually, 
and to beseech our 
Lord Jesus Christ for the 
special graces necessary 
for authentic Christian 
living.

In the Great Fast our 
purpose is to become 
more fully aware of our 
human condition. lt is true 
that we, through Baptism, 
have participated in 
Christ's redemption 
and in spirit are wholly 
purified. Оn the other 
hand, it is also true that 
we are still living within 
the sphere of sinfulness, 
and that even the 
redeemed саn often fall. 
The Great Fast is crucial 
for us because it reminds 
us of the sense of sin 
which our contemporary 
society plays down.

The Great Fast calls for 
repentance. Repentance 
presumes sin, and sin 
requires а forgiving 
God. Our Lord set 
before us the model of 
repentance - the parable 
of the "Prodigal Son" 
(which rightly should 
bе labelled the "Loving 
Father"). Although the 

father in the story was 
always watching and 
waiting for the son's 
return, nevertheless, 

the son had to make 
up his mind to move 

"Prodigal Son" 
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towards the father to bе 
reconciled. Our Church 
recommends prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving 
as practical means for 
our spiritual move in the 
direction of our Father.

Therefore, we constantly 
seek God's grace, but 
we must remember that 
God's grace does not 
abolish the freedom 
of the human will, 
and therefore human 
weakness and sinfulness 
will constantly lead us 
away from God. And we 
саn return to God only 
bу prayer and doing 
penance. These activities 
form а bridge between 
our sinfulness and the 
forgiveness whereby 
God in His mercy comes 
to meet us. God turns His 
countenance towards us 

if we turn ourselves to 
Him. The Great Fast, with 
its discipline of prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving 
саn bе difficult. Our 
repentant return to the 
Father in love саn make 
it а joy. The Great Fast 
should bе а time of 
spiritual joy during which 
we seek God and renew 
our lives.
 
The Great Fast is the 
traditional annual retreat 
of our Church, а holy 
time for reflection on the 
manner of life, on the 
evil of sin, and on the 
salvation granted to us 
bу our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Such is the disposition in 
which we must conduct 
the whole of our life. Let 
us live this way during 
the Great Fast while 
preparing ourselves for 

the festival of Easter - 
the annual celebration 
of our salvation.

We, your bishops, hope 
and pray that you may bе 
able to renew yourselves 
during this holy season. 
Also, let us continue to 
remember in our prayers 
and good works all the 
people of the world 
who need our help. We 
especially remember our 
brothers and sisters of 
Ukraine in their untiring 
struggle against unjust 
aggression.

The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the love of 
God the Father, and the 
fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit Ье with all of you.

+Stefan Soroka
Archbishop of 

GREAT FAST PASTORAL OF ТНЕ UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 
HIERARCHY OF ТНЕ U.S.A. ТО OUR CLERGY, HIEROMONKS 
AND BROTHERS, RELIGIOUS SISTERS, SEMINARIANS AND 

BELOVED FAITHFUL

(continued from previous page)

Philadelphia for 
Ukrainians Metropolitan 
of Ukrainian Catholics in 
the United States

+Paul Chomnycky, 
OSBM Eparch of 
Stamford

+Benedict Aleksiychuk 
Eparch of St. Nicholas in 
Chicago

+ Bohdan J. Danylo 
Eparch of St. Josaphat in 
Parma

+John Bura (author) 
Auxiliary Bishop of 
Philadelphia

+Andriy Rabiy Auxiliary 
Bishop of Philadelphia

Great Fast 2018

The New Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Christ Our Pascha, is Now Available to Read Online

You can now access and read the online English language version of the Catechism 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, Christ Our Pascha by clicking on the link below:
http://catechism.royaldoors.net/catechism/

Every household should use this online text as a resource for family members to 
grow in knowledge and understanding of their faith and their church. Parents should 
especially use this text to share and teach the faith with their children.
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Basilian Spirituality Center hosts “What Do We Believe?”  
Catechist Formation Program 

"What Do We Believe?" 
was the title of a course 
held on January 20, 2018 
at the Basilian Spirituality 
Center, Jenkintown, PA 
with speaker Sr. Ann 
Laszok, OSBM.  This 
is part 1 of a series.  
Some of the topics that 
Sr. Ann, OSBM spoke 
about included: a few 
readings and discussions 
about chapters of the 
book “Catechism of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Christ Our 
Pascha” such as "What 
is the table of the Word 
and table of the Bread" 
during the Liturgy; a 

discussion about Holy 
Tradition vs family 
traditions; Books of 
the Bible including Old 
and New Testament 
books with a focus on 
the books Catholics call 
the Deutero-Canonical 
books which were 
originally written in 
Greek; and Sr. Ann, 
OSBM showed the class 
an example of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls and talked 
about how information 
was preserved over the 
years. 

(continued on next page)

These seven Deutero-Canonical Books 
were originally written in Greek (Catholics 

refer to these books as the Deutero-
Canonical Books.)

Example of the Dead Sea Scrolls

Excerpt from “Christ Our Pascha” on table 
of the Word and table of the Bread

Sr. Ann Laszok, OSBM talks about 
the book “Catechism of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, Christ Our Pascha“

Sr. Ann, OSBM talks about how Christ had 
12 apostles and the replacement for Judas 

was Matthias. (Acts 1:15-26)
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At the conclusion of the 
course, Marie Nester 
was the guest speaker 
for the "God With Us" 
Series.  Ms. Nester 
explained how: there are 
books from Pre-school to 
Grade 8  in the series, 
each book focuses on a 
grade level and teaches 
them at that particular 
age group; there are 
Teachers Manuals with 
answers in them; and 
stressed the importance 
of how each book in 
the series has a different 
focus.  For example, 
for the Feast Day of 
Pascha, Grade 1 Books 
ask the children "Can 
you find" a particular 
thing in the icon; Grade 
2 asks questions about 
the Feast Day; Grade 
3 asks how does the 
church celebrate the 
Feast; Grade 4 focuses 
on scriptural passages; 
Grade 5 focuses on 
Tropars, etc.  

The course was very 
informative for all who 
attended!

This Catechist Formation 
Program assists the 
catechist as the one who 
receives and responds to 
the call of Jesus Christ 
to share the light of faith 
with others. 

Watch a video with excerpts from the 
course on January 20, 2018 at 

https://www.youtube.com/user/thewayukrainian
For more information please visit the following websites:

Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great and programs 
offered at the Basilian Spirituality Center visit https://stbasils.com/

To purchase the book “Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Christ Our Pascha ” visit the Byzantine Church Supplies Store at 

http://ukrcathedral.com/byzsup/

For information on the “God With Us” Series visit 
http://www.godwithusbooks.org/

Basilian Spirituality Center hosts “What Do We Believe?”  
Catechist Formation Program 

(continued from previous page)

Photos of Marie 
Nester during the 

presentation about 
the  “God With Us” 

Series.

Photos and Article by:
Teresa Siwak
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Byzantine Church Supplies, Philadelphia 

 
Byzantine Church Supplies Store

Byzantine Church Supplies
Address: 810 North Franklin St.

Philadelphia, PA 19123
Phone: 215 -627-0660

Email: byzsupplies@yahoo.com
website: http://ukrcathedral.com/byzsup/

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/byzantineChurchSupplies/
Store Manager - Mrs. Myroslava Demkiv

For religious church goods and religious gifts, icons and cards, visit Byzantine Church 
Supplies. You will also find gifts, cross necklaces, books, icons, crosses, Christian 
incense, Church supplies, various linens and priest's vestments.

All profits from our supplies go to St. Josaphat Ukrainian Seminary in Washington 
DC. So, by buying items in our store, you actually support the future spiritual leaders 
of our Ukrainian Catholic Church. Byzantine Church Supplies ships your order directly 
to you.
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Choir of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchial 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, 
Philadelphia, PA; Director: Bohdan Henhalo

"Soloveyky" (younger group) — students of the 
Ukrainian Heritage School, Jenkintown, PA; 
Director: Halyna Bodnar, Piano: Lyubov Shchuyko

St. Basil Academy, Jenkintown, PA; 
Director: Lesia Penkalskyj

Choir "Boyan" of Assumption of BVM Ukrainian 
Catholic Parish, Perth Amboy, NJ; 

Director: Alia Korostil

Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols - January 14, 2018
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchial Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA

"Soloveyky" (older group) — students of the Ukrainian Heritage School, Jenkintown, PA 
Director: Halyna Bodnar, Piano: Lyubov Shchuyko



JANUARY 28, 2018  7

Children's Choir of the Ukrainian Heritage School, Jenkintown, PA; Director: Halyna Bodnar, Piano: Lyubov Shchuyko

Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols - January 14, 2018
(continued from previous page)

Youth Choir "Grace" of the Ukrainian Baptist Church, Philadelphia, PA; Director: Ivan Velenchuk

Bandura Ensemble "Shabli Kobzariv" 
Director: Halyna Bodnar

Male Choir "Dzvin", Philadelphia, PA 
Director: Nestor Kyzymyshyn

Watch Videos from the Festival of Carols at:
https://www.youtube.com/user/thewayukrainian
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Combined choir of all participants of the Festival of Christmas Carols; 
Director: Bohdan Henhalo

Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols - January 14, 2018
(continued from previous page)

Bandura Duet "Berehynia" Halyna Bodnar and 
Yulia Stupen

Vocal Ensemble "Leopolis Consort", Brooklin, NY 
Director: Andriy Lehki

Chamber Choir "Accolade", Philadelphia, PA 
Director: Bohdan Henhalo

Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka’s Greetings

Audience

See more photos on the 
Cathedral Website at 

http://ukrcathedral.com/
Photos.html

Photos by: Teresa Siwak, 
Peter Bilyj and Tatianna
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Members of Sacred Heart Ukrainian Catholic Church choir from Johnson City, NY sang a concert of 
Ukrainian Christmas carols in Ascension Ukrainian Catholic Church in Sayre, PA on Sunday, January 7 
(Christmas on the Julian calendar). The concert was approximately 25 minutes in length. Eugene Czebiniak, 
the choir director, also sang the solo during the Christmas Carol — “Ne plach Rackhyle/Не плач Рахиле” 
(Do Not Cry Rachel), while, brother-in-law, Victor Czumak stepped in to direct the choir.  Almost 50 
parishioners and guests were present and enjoyed the beautiful and moving singing.  Afterwards, a 
reception was held in the former parish hall with coffee and sweets for all present.  Pictured in the center 
are pastor, Fr. Teodor B. Czabala, Jr, choir director Eugene Czebiniak, and Rev Deacon John Hobczuk 
surrounded by the members of the choir who were able to be present. The concert was open to the public. 
(Article by: Fr. Teodor B. Czabala, Jr.)

Sayre, PA parish hosts Christmas Concert

St. Joseph’s Ukrainian 
Catholic Church

Winnipeg, Manitoba

Photo taken
Monday January 15, 2018

10:45 am
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Christmas Concert at Assumption Parish, Perth Amboy, NJ
Thanks to the parish 
youth group “Svitanok” 
for presenting a beautiful 
selection of carols, to 
our younger children for 
putting together  Vertep 
( Christmas Play) and 
to our famous parish 
choir “Boyan” for singing 
popular Christmas 
carols. It was an 
outstanding teamwork 
effort and a successful 
parish event. Rev. Ivan 
Turyk would like to thank 
all those who gave their 
time and talents to make 
that afternoon possible, 
especially  Mrs. Iryna 
Borsa  and Mrs. Olga 
Lytvyn for preparing 
children’s program, 
parents of children 
for bringing  them to 
rehearsals, Mrs. Alla 
Korostil  for leading the 
choir “Boyan”, the choir 
members for sharing 
their talents and voices in 
the Christmas Joy. May 
God bless each and 
every one of you this 
year and forever. 
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Christmas Eve Holy Supper in Perth Amboy, NJ

On Christmas Eve, January 6th, 2018 the Assumption parish in Perth Amboy, NJ sponsored a traditional 
Holy Supper (Sviaty Vechir ) for all parishioners and guests. Many tasty dishes were prepared and shared. 
Filled with the spirit of the carols and poetry, more than one hundred people truly enjoyed a traditional 
Christmas foods in anticipation of Christ’s birth

Classroom Blessings 2018 
at Assumption Catholic 

School, Perth Amboy, NJ

On Friday January 12, the staff and students 
of ACS in Perth Amboy, NJ  celebrated the 
feast of Theophany (Baptism of the Lord ) with 
a special ceremony. After morning Liturgy, Fr. 
Ivan walked around the school and blessed 
every room in the school with a sprinkle of holy 
water. He was accompanied by a small choral 
group led by 8 grade students.
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Assumption Catholic School in 
Perth Amboy Hosts 

Annual Christmas Concert

Students in Pre-K through Grade 8 sang Christmas Carols and 
told the story of the birth of Jesus Christ at ACS Annual Christmas 
concert. The terrific show was directed by music teacher, Miss Anna 
Lawrence and Mrs. Melanie Lawrence. All in attendance agreed the 
performance was a great way to kick off the holiday season and the 
children truly enjoyed entertaining the packed auditorium. The school 
staff did an amazing job, and the Christmas songs, the costumes 
and the true message of Christmas all came through. The show 
concluded with Rev. Ivan Turyk, Pastor and School Administrator of 
Assumption School in Perth Amboy, NJ thanking all of the teachers 
involved and wishing all a blessed and Merry Christmas.

Rev. Ivan Turyk

Nativity
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Saint Basil 
Academy News:

7th GRADE PRACTICE EXAM
Saint Basil Academy will offer 
the 7th grade practice exam on 
Saturday, March 3rd at 8 AM.

Register online at https://www.
stbasilacademy.org/admissions/.

To schedule a Shadow Day, visit 
https://www.stbasilacademy.org/
admissions/visit-us/.

For more information, please 
contact Mrs. Kimberley Clearkin, 
Director of Admissions, at 215-
649-9083.

Grade 8 Ring Ceremony at Perth Amboy School
The Christmas week was 
a very busy week for the 
Assumption School Class 
of 2018. They celebrated 
their last Saint Nicholas 
Day at ACS, followed 
by the day they have 
been waiting for since 
September. After Divine 
Liturgy on Friday they 
received their class ring. 
They were so excited 
on their way to church 
that it almost seemed 
as if they were floating 
on air! When Liturgy 
was finished Father Ivan 
spoke to the class on the 
symbolism of the ring 
and Mrs. Shumny, our 
principal, congratulated 
them on their 
accomplishment. The 

ceremony was followed 
by a celebratory light 
breakfast. After spending 
some time with their 
parents they returned to 
school where they went 
to each class to have the 
teachers and students 
turn their ring for luck. 

As the year continues 
we know that the Class 
of 2018 will continue to 
lead by good example. 
Time will pass all too 
quickly and in the blink 
of an eye it will be time 
to say farewell to this 
outstanding class. Until 

then we look forward 
to watching the Class 
of 2018 continue grow 
reflect Jesus in their daily 
routines, and hope that 
they continue to make 
wonderful memories that 
will follow them into the 
next chapter of their lives.
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      METROPOLITAN ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA 
Ukrainian Catholic 

810 N. Franklin Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19123-2097  

Phone (215) 627-0143 Fax (215) 627-0377  
ukrmet@ukrcap.org 

 
No.  47/2018 O               Office of the Metropolitan 
This Number Should be Prefixed to Your Reply 

 
 
 

National Catholic Schools Week 
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka 

Auxiliary Bishop John Bura 
Auxiliary Bishop Andriy Rabiy 

 
 

National  Catholic  Schools  Week  will be observed from  January 28th to  February 3rd, 2018 at 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic School in Minersville, PA, St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic School in 
Passaic, NJ, Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic School in Perth Amboy, NJ and St. 
Basil Academy in Fox Chase, PA.   
  

This year’s theme “Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve. Lead.  Succeed”  celebrates who every person 
involved in a Catholic School is called to be. Our Schools celebrate with liturgies, open houses and other 
activities for students, families, parishioners and community members.  Through these events, schools 
focus on the value that Catholic Education provides to our young people and its contributions to the 
Church, local communities and the nation.   
 
 Our heartfelt gratitude is offered to all who are part of the family of our four schools.  We 
acknowledge and thank the clergy, religious Sisters, the administrators, teachers, and all of the support 
staff for their sharing of this giftedness in their skills through their person.  This enables each school to 
reflect abundant life in Jesus Christ. 
 
 Special thanks to the parents who seek the best for their children and offer their love and 
support for the school staff and students.  We admire your tremendous personal and financial sacrifices 
to ensure a high standard of education and religious formation for your children. 
 
 Uppermost are our admiration and best wishes for every student in each school family.  The 
highest ideals of a Catholic school can only encourage each student to strive to be their best as they 
grow in their learning, seek to apply their learning in the service of others and provide examples of 
leadership.   We pray for each student as each grows in the skills and understanding of achieving the 
best in your Catholic School family.  May all grow in closeness with Jesus as we strive to be fully who we 
are called to be as a faithful student of a valued Ukrainian Catholic School. 

(continued on next page)
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National Catholic Schools Week 
(continued from previous page)

 
 
 We are particularly grateful for the meaningful example of excellence each school provides for 
the Church and for the community of which they are a part of.  The striving for high standards in Catholic 
education positively encourages others to excel in who they are and in how they live within the 
community.  A Catholic School is fulfilling its mission of inspiring others to excellence, and thereby living 
the abundant life in Jesus Christ. 
 
 Especially helpful are the individual organizations and businesses who offer financial help to our 
Ukrainian Catholic schools.  Donations by persons and groups who desire to support catholic education 
and religious formation in our schools are enablers.  Such valued donors truly breathe Jesus Christ’s call 
to abundant life.  Can there be a better way to share one’s wealth and blessings than with children 
growing in knowledge and faith?  Choose to financially help our Ukrainian Catholic schools to fulfill their 
sacred mission to teach and prepare our children to “Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.”   
 
 All involved in our Ukrainian Catholic schools will be especially remembered in prayers offered 
throughout National Catholic Schools Week.  May your hearts be filled with gratitude and may we all 
continue to grow in our communities through our faith, knowledge and service of God.  
 
 God bless you richly in ways only He can! 
 
 
January, 2018 
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Bishop Andriy Rabiy Leads Ecumenical Water Blessing 
Ceremonies in Lviv Market Square on Theophany

On Friday, January 19, on 
the feast of Theophany, 
on the market square 
in Lviv the traditional 
consecration of holy 
water, led by Bishop 
Andriy Rabiy, auxiliary 
bishop of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia, USA, 
was held with the 
participation of all the 
Christian denominations 
in the city.

The press service of Lviv 
City Council noted: "in 
this year's consecration 
of the water clergy of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church Kiev 
Patriarchate, Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox 
Church, Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church, the 

Armenian Apostolic 
Church, the Roman 
Catholic Church and the 
Protestant churches all 
participated."

Bishop Rabiy said: 
"Our Lviv community, 
our wonderful city, I 
welcome you all. Today, 
we are gathered here to 
sanctify water. This is a 

wonderful, extraordinary 
feast. Twelve days 
ago we celebrated 
the coming of Jesus, 
His nativity. Today we 
welcome, Jesus as a man 
who begins His mission 
is to preach the good 
news about salvation, 
which for us is desired 
and required. This 
extraordinary holiday, 
this holy day which we 
call Theophany, God 
appeared, as the Trinity 
to us to remind us that 
He is with us. "

Bishop Andriy also 
assured: "Understand all 
you people, God is with 
us. Before people only 

(continued on next page)
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knew God as God the 
Father. But no one knew 
the two other persons. It 
is a great joy that God 
reveals himself to us, 
He is one God, three 
persons. Love unites the 
three persons in the Holy 
Trinity for God is love. 
Where there is love, 
there is no infighting, 
there only exists good 
and kindness. We, the 
people, are created 
in the image of God. 
We have not only the 
mind, the soul, but also 
that desire that we are 
united. We are social 
beings, who desire unity, 
to live in harmony. We 
are gathered together 
here, so that we can 
experience the miracle 

Bishop Andriy Rabiy Leads Ecumenical Water Blessing 
Ceremonies in Lviv Market Square on Theophany

that happened two 
thousand years ago in 
the River Jordan.

Bishop Andriy continued: 
"We are gathered here 
together in prayer. Our 
great Ukrainian nation – 

we are all united, we are 
together. It unites us, our 
culture, our land and our 
traditions. We must be 
one. We need unity as 
we cherish each day. We 
all remember Blessed 
Andrey Sheptytsky. The 

native land for him was 
Ukraine. He talks a 
lot about the fact that 
we must cherish unity 
and unity in our nation. 
People are strong when 
the thought and heart 
are one, then we are 
strong, then we can 
accomplish much. Our 
nation has a remarkable 
history. The Jordan holy 
day is valuable and to 
be cherished, because 
we are reminded what 
unites us-- faith in God 
and our motherland."

Translated from an 
article on http://dailylviv.
c om/news / k u l t u r a /
vladyky-khrystyyanskykh-
konfesii-lvova-zdiisnyly-
chyn -osvyachennya-
vody-54171

(continued from previous page)
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Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate 

64th HOLY DORMITION PILGRIMAGE 
August 11-12, 2018 

“MARY, OUR MODEL OF PRAYER 
“Do Whatever He Tells You…” 

             Presided by 
         His Beatitude  
Sviatoslav Shevchuk 

 

children in 8 orphanages, 
psychiatric institutions, 
halfway houses, etc. 
Join the Sisters as they 
continue their annual 
ministry of evangelization 
and bringing support 
and comfort to the needy 
of Ukraine.

Sister Ann Laszok, OSBM 
and Sister Joann Sosler, 
OSBM together with 
the accepted applicants 
will collaborate with 
the Sisters, priests and 
seminarians of Ukraine 
to provide  Berlitz style 
English camps as well 
as continue bringing  
financial support to the 
orphanages. 

Volunteers provide their 
own airfare to Lviv and 

Save the Dates for Volunteering in Ukraine

Come and serve with 
the Sisters of St. Basil in 
their ministry to Ukraine's 
needy. This coming 
year’s Basilian Volunteer 
Program will take place 
from May 27 to June 15, 
2018.

This year’s English 
catechetical camps will 
be held in Drohobych 
from May 27, 2018 to 
June 1, in Ivano-Frankivsk 
from  June 3 - June 8, 
visiting orphanages that 
same week June 3 - June 
8 and in Mukachevo 
from June 10 - June 15, 
2018.

Last year the program 
served 150 children 
in three different area 
camps and many other 

the Sisters provide room, 
board and transportation 
within Ukraine.

For an application and 
additional  information 
for Come and Serve with 
the Sisters in Ukraine 
contact Sr. Ann Laszok 
OSBM at srannl@aol.
com or 412-260-1607. 

Numbers are limited so 
please apply early.

Anyone wishing to help 
the Sisters financially 
please contact Sr. 
Dorothy Ann Busowski, 
OSBM at 710 Fox Chase 
Rd. Jenkintown, PA 
19046 
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Rev. Wasyl Kharuk, 
“Missionaries
of Mercy” 

Representative 
of the Ukrainian 

Catholic 
Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia

“Be merciful, as your Father is merciful” (Lk. 6, 36)

January 28, 2018

Dear Friends, the Gospel for the Sunday of the Prodigal Son is the best 
parable that Jesus uses to speak directly to all of us.  The primary lesson of 
this parable is to teach all of us, children of God, about the unconditional 
mercy of a loving father who never loses hope that one day, every one of us 
will come to realize his never-ending and abundant love.

Perhaps, a better name for this Sunday would be the Sunday of the Merciful 
Father.  For, in this parable, we are reminded that as the father practices 
unconditional mercy, so too must we.

Ask yourself.  Are you patient and tolerant?  Are you hopeful or do you 
despair? Are you willing to assist a brother, sister, son, daughter, friend or 
enemy, in any need?  Are you willing to forgive and most importantly forget 
about others’ transgressions or mistakes?

Friends, always remember that love and mercy are godly.  Should not all 
of us do our best to be godly too? All of us ought to practice forgiving and 
forgetting with a loving embrace just like the merciful father of this parable 
not just on this Sunday of the Prodigal Son, but every day!

Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk of Chicago 
celebrated his 50th birthday at the Holy 
Ghost Seminary in Lviv on January 16th.

 It was a 
fundraising 

event to raise 
money for 
grants for 

seminarians. 

Happy Birthday!  
Mnohaya Lita!
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5 PM

Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk’s 50th Birthday Celebration at 
St. Nicholas Cathedral, Chicago on January 21, 2018

Photos from St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral Facebook Page

“Celebrating a Jubilee of Gratitude and Unity”
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LEAGUE OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS OF AMERICA 

 ANNUAL LENTEN RETREAT 
March 16, 17, 18, 2018 

ST. MARY’S VILLA RETREAT CENTER, SLOATSBURG, NY 
 

On January 1, 2018 Pope Francis recommended leaving behind “all sorts of 
useless baggage”. His recipe for getting down to the essentials includes 
setting aside a moment of silence daily to be with God in order to help “keep 
our freedom from being corroded by the banality of consumerism, the blare 
of commercials, the stream of empty words and the overpowering waves of 
empty chatter and loud shouting.”  Pope Francis recommended leaving 
behind “all sorts of useless baggage” to “rediscover what really matters” - 
and start over from that. And in one sense that is repentance. According to 
“Mr. Webster”, repentance means to regret for some wrong doing in the past. 
Christ message is “repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  

 Repentance is an ongoing part of life. Christ Our Pascha, the catechism of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church states that “On-going repentance is not about 
focusing on one’s faults and offenses. It is first of all, in discovering God’s 
love. In the light of God’s love we realize to what extent sin separates us 
from Him and prevents us from abiding in God’s love.” (# 454) The purpose 
of this retreat is for us to put aside time to be with God and rediscover what 
really matters, to become aware of God’s unconditional love and limitless  
mercy which enables us to lead a life of repentance and  transformation.   

His Excellency Bishop John Bura, who will conduct the retreat, was ordained  
by Metropolitan Ambrose Senyshyn, served in many parishes, was Rector of 
St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary in Washington, D.C.  He was 
Apostolic Administrator of St. Josaphat Eparchy in Parma, Ohio and 
presently is Auxiliary Bishop of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia serving as 
Ambassador of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in Washington, DC. 
 
 

REGISTRATION  FORM  FOR  LUC  LENTEN  RETREAT  2018 
Retreat begins on Friday at 7:30 pm (arrivals by 7:00pm)  

 
 

     NAME:    _____________________________________________________________   
 
   ADDRESS:  ____________________________________________________________   
 
    CITY:   ____________________________                   STATE: _______  ZIP:________   

 

    I WILL ARRIVE ON: ___________________   AT APPROXIMATELY: ________P.M. 
   
Please note that there will be no meal served Friday evening. Be sure to have your supper before you arrive.  
As always, there will be hot and cold beverages, snacks and fruits available at all times.  
  

RETREAT COST:   $ 175. 00  Per Person  DEADLINE:   MARCH 2, 2018 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  LEAGUE OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS 

Complete and Mail to: Marion C. Hrubec 400 Dewey Avenue, Saddle Brook, NJ 07663 
 

                                                                               [ Paid  ___    Check # _________ ] 
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Open Position - Administrative Assistant

Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in 
Philadelphia has an immediate opening 
for the position of administrative assistant 
and bookkeeper.

The administrative duties include telephone 
answering, responding to queries, assisting 
in scheduling Cathedral activities, dealing 
with cemetery operations, funerals homes 
and families regarding the administrative 
and record keeping for St. Mary’s 
Cemetery.

Bookkeeping activities require knowledge 
and application of QuickBooks, the 
Cathedral and Archeparchy software to 
managing church financial accounting 
transactions and reporting.

Qualified candidate should be able to 
communicate in both Ukrainian and 
English.

Hours and salary are commensurate and 
negotiable.

Please submit resume and references to:

Very Rev. Fr. Roman Pitula
Rector of the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception
819 North 8th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19123
Tel.: 215-922-2845
Fax: 215-922-4635
e-mail: cathedralonfranklin@comcast.net

BUS TRIP FROM SCRANTON

Scranton’s St. Vladimir Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church is sponsoring a springtime bus trip to New 
York City on Saturday, May 19, 2018. There will 
be two stops in Manhattan: the 911 Memorial 
Museum at Ground Zero and the 42nd annual St. 
George Ukrainian Street Festival on the Lower East 
Side. Adults $70.00; Seniors 65+ $64.00; Youth 7 
to 17 yrs. $62.00. Participants can follow the above 
two-stop itinerary or are free to do their own thing 
for part or all of the day. For those not visiting the 
Museum, the cost is $44.00. Departure from St. 
Vladimir Church, 428 North Seventh Avenue will 
be at8:00am and departure from New York City 
for home will be at 8:30pm.  For additional details 
and to make reservations contact Dave Pietryka at 
570 954-8517 or Paul Ewasko at 570 563-2275. 
Due to the large number of visitors, Museum 
staff strongly recommends early confirmation of 
number of tickets to be ordered, therefore we ask 
that reservations and nonrefundable payment be 
made preferably before April 1. Check should be 
made out to St. Vladimir Church.

Position Opening

Development Office 
Sisters of the Order 
of St. Basil the Great, 
Fox Chase, Manor, PA

The Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the 
Great are seeking to hire an assistant for 
their Development Office.  This position 
involves doing various administrative 
projects (processing of donations, data 
entry, letter writing, answering the 
telephone, helping with special events, 
etc.), with primary importance on assisting 
the Development Director and keeping 
the Development Office organized.  Must 
be bilingual in English and Ukrainian.  If 
interested, please send your resume to 
dabusowski@stbasils.com



2018 Ukrainian Catholic Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

You are cordially invited to join St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, Passaic, NJ, on a once-
in-a-lifetime journey following in the footsteps of Jesus with an opportunity to celebrate our Divine 
Liturgy at sacred places along the way.  Trip dates: October 14 – 23, 2018. For a brochure or 
further information contact Annette@select-intl.com, by phone 1-800-842-4842, 973-471-9727 or 
on Facebook, St. Nicholas Ukrainian Passaic.

October 14-23, 2018

For More Information Contact:

Select International Tours at  
800-842-4842     annette@select-intl.com

www.selectinternationaltours.comWe share your faith

10 Days

On the Road to Jesus 

with Rev. Andriy Dudkevych

  Holy Land
Pilgrimage to the

ST. NICHOLAS UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 
Presents First Ever 

Zabava”Zapusty” 
 

201820182018   
 

Saturday, February 10th 
 

Live Music by 
 

Band “ZEMLYAKY” 
 

Cathedral Hall of the Immaculate Conception  
GPS: 814 N. Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123 

 
DINNER, MUSIC & DANCING 

 

Doors open at 7:30pm; Music starts at  8:30pm 
 

Cost: $50-Adults ($55 at the door)| $25-Youth (12-18) | $10-Children (6-11) | Free under 6 
 

For tickets call: Oksana Yakymiv (267) 254-2671, Tonia Katruk  (215) 668-3656, 
 

Fr. Roman Pitula (215) 922-2845 

The Providence Association 
Of the Ukrainian Catholics in America 

1-877-857-2284 (ext. 211)                                                                              sales@provassn.com 
 

    СОЮЗ УКРАЇНЦІВ  
                 КАТОЛИКІВ  

   ПРОВИДІННЯ 

    www.provassn.com                 1912 
    Fraternity                         

 2018 
 

LIFE INSURANCE  
FIXED ANNUITIES (Savings Certificates), IRA’S AND ROTH IRAs 

Family Financial Protection 
Retirement and Savings: Safe, Secure and Steady Wealth Accumulation 

401(k), 457, 403(b), IRA and other pension plan rollovers 
 

Lifetime GUARANTEEED MINIMUM INTEREST RATE on Savings is 

3.25% - Call or email for details or a free personal consultation! 

* 

Ten Commandements 

When:  June 25-29, 2018 (8:30 AM – 3:30 PM) 
Where:   

Basilian Spirituality Center,  
710 Fox Chase Road, Fox Chase Manor, PA 19046 

 

The camp seeks to pass on both aspects of Ukrainian spirituality 
and cultural tradition.  The theme is based on the Ten 
Commandments. The dos and don’ts of God’s 10 Commandments 
show us how to apply love in every aspect of life. 
Jesus Christ summarized all of God’s laws in two great 
commandments. “‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first 
and great commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all 
the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 22:37-40). 
 
The day includes catechesis, songs, crafts, DRAMA CLUB, 
embroidery and fun.  Space is limited to 25 children.  
Reserve your place today! Participation at the camp by Registration 
ONLY!  
For more information contact 215.379.3998 

JANUARY 28, 2018  24



JANUARY 28, 2018  25

The church that thrives in a ghost town

By Owen Amos BBC News, Centralia, Pennsylvania 

The town of Centralia 
has been left to die - but 
its last remaining church 
is thriving.
In Pennsylvania's coal-
mining mountains, there's 
an empty grid where a 
town once lived.
Once, there were homes 
and gardens. Now there 
are weeds.

Before Centralia started 
burning from below, 
more than a thousand 
people lived here. At the 
last count, there were six.

The roads remain - on 
Google Maps, they 
have names like Railway 
Avenue and Apple Alley 
- but on the ground, they 
are ghost streets. 

Nameless. Silent. Stripped 

bare. Anonymous in 
every sense.

On the horizon, though, 
a piece of Centralia 
survives.

A white church rises 
between black trees. A 
blue dome shines against 
the snow.

Its congregation has left 
town, but Centralia's 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church isn't going 
anywhere.

John Mayernick Sr 
was born and raised in 
Centralia, back when it 
was a living, breathing, 
coal-mining town.

"Everybody watched out 
for each other," he says.

The church is built on the steep hillside 
above Centralia 

The church (top left, with blue dome) overlooks what was 
Centralia's main road

"If you did something 
wrong, and someone 
didn't like it, they'd say 
'I'm going to call your 
dad', and that was the 
end of it. 

"And buddy - you better 
get home quick, because 
you didn't want that to 
happen."

But, on 27 May 1962, 
Centralia changed. A fire 
spread from a surface 
mine to underground 
seams, and kept burning.

(It's not known how the 
fire started, but "the 
most widely accepted" 
explanation - according 
to the state - is that 
workers set fire to a 
nearby rubbish dump.)

More than $7m was 
spent trying to stop the 
fire, but it didn't work. In 
1983, the US Congress 
approved a $42m 
package to relocate the 
residents.

By then, John had already 
moved to Numidia, 
eight miles north. But, 
although Centralia was 
disappearing, he kept 
coming to the blue-

(continued on next page)



domed church where he 
was baptised.

More than 40 years 
later, he's still here. 

"This was our church," 
he says, looking at the 
stained-glass windows.

"Everybody in my family - 
they were baptised here, 
went to communion here. 
Even buried here, some 
of them.

"I could have gone to 
[churches in] Berwick, 
or Mount Carmel, or 
Marion Heights. But as 
long as it's going, I'll 
keep coming."

A church in a place with 
no people needs deep, 
strong foundations, or 
it crumbles. Joanne 
Panko's family is one of 
those foundations.

Joanne, 67, was baptised 

The church that thrives in a ghost town
(continued from previous page)

here, as was her mother. 
Her grandmother also 
worshipped here, after 
arriving from Europe in 
her 20s.

In 1987, with the 
fire burning, Joanne 
left Centralia for 
Bloomsburg, a 19-mile 
drive away. Did she think 
of finding a new church?

"Never," she says, sitting 
on a pew with her 
grandson. "Never."

Mary Anne Mekosh's 
family is another 
foundation. Like Joanne, 
Mary's parents and 
grandparents came here.

She left Centralia after 
high school, moving 
to the Washington DC 
area, but now lives five 
miles south of the town.

Mary, 68, is proud of 
her church - "We're 

stable, and we want it 
to continue" - but is sad 
that Centralia was left to 
die.

"I'm not someone who 
hates our government, or 
thinks it's incompetent," 
she says. 

"I just don't understand 
how this was allowed to 
happen. I really believe 
the fire could have been 
put out in the early days."

By the 1980s, Centralia 
was fading from the map, 
like a photo developing 
in reverse. 

When the fire started, 
there were five churches 
in the town. One by 
one, they disappeared. 
In 1986, the Ukrainian 
church - built in 1911 - 
almost followed.

"It was on its last breath," 
says Father Michael 
Hutsko, the pastor.

"The church would have 
been knocked down, 
and all that would 
have remained was the 
cemetery."

But, as the state 
oversaw the clearance 
of Centralia, Archbishop 
Stephen Sulyk ordered a 
survey under the hillside 
church.

"So they drilled, and they 
found solid rock [rather 
than coal]," says Father 
Hutsko.

"That's so scriptural. 
'You are Peter and upon 
this rock I will build my 
church.'"

The building was 
saved, and - with the 
help of families like the 
Mayernicks, the Pankos, 
and Mekoshes - the 
church kept watching 
over Centralia.

In November 2015, the 
head of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, Major 
Archbishop Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk, visited 
Centralia during a tour 
of the US.

He was so impressed 
by the church, it was 
made a pilgrimage site. 
A framed letter on the 
church wall, complete 
with the patriarch's 
golden seal, confirms the 
honour.

The first pilgrimage took 
place in August 2016, 
with 500 - 600 visitors 
from across the US. 

Another took place in 
2017, and the next is 
planned for the last Father Michael Hutsko outside the Assumption 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Centralia (continued on next page)
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Sunday in August 2018.

"We invite people 
worldwide to join us," 
says Father Hutsko. "We 
really want to extend it - 
it's not just for Ukrainian 
Catholics."

Father Hutsko became 
pastor in Centralia in 
August 2010, but knew 
the town as a boy.

"I went to seminary in 
1976 with someone from 
the parish," he says.

"I would come to visit 
him - his family had a 
little grocery store in 
their home - and it was 
always a special place."

After their Sunday 
morning service, 
Father Hutsko and his 
congregation stay for 
drinks and doughnuts at 
the back of the church. 

"There's nowhere else 
in town to go," he says, 
smiling.

As the smell of incense 
lingers, old neighbours 
catch up over coffee, 
while younger 
parishioners race 
between the pews.

"We lost the town, but we 
didn't lose the church," 
says Father Hutsko.

"As a priest, that gives 
me great uplift, great 
feeling, both spiritually 
and socially."

Father Hutsko - who has 
another parish in Mount 
Carmel, four miles west 
- is confident the church 
will survive "longer than 
I'm going to be alive".

"When you look back, it 
was saved in 1986 for 
something greater," he 
says.

"I think the history is 
unfolding before our 
eyes. The final chapter 
hasn't been written yet.

"We don't know what it's 
going to be, but when I 
look back I see the hand 
of God, really, in all of 
these things.

The church that thrives in a ghost town
(continued from previous page)

The church has around 50 regular parishioners 
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BBC News Centralia, Pa. Church 
Story Read by 1.4 million Viewers 
Worldwide within 24 hours

Owen Amos, the BBC News writer who 
wrote the story “The Church That Thrives in a 
Ghost Town,” about the thriving Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Centralia, Pa. notes that 
after appearing on the BBC News website, 
within the first 24 hours, the story was seen 
worldwide by “almost 1.4 million readers so 
far, with an average ‘engaged time’ of 73 
seconds (meaning most people read it all)."
 
The original story can be read at the following 
BBC News link:  http://www.bbc.com/news/
world-us-canada-42781736

"I can't help believe 
that something truly 
spectacular is going 
to happen here. Truly 
spectacular."

h t t p : / / w w w . b b c .
com/news/wor ld-us-
canada-42781736



Save The Date 2018 
 
 
FEBRUARY 12  GREAT FAST BEGINS (GREGORIAN CALENDAR)    DAY OF STRICT FAST/A GIFT OF RENEWAL OF FAITH IN 

YOUR PARISH  
 
MARCH 25   PALM SUNDAY – DISTRIBUTION OF BLESSED PUSSY WILLOWS IN PARISHES, FAITHFUL ANOINTED.  
 
MARCH 30   GOOD FRIDAY –EXPOSITION OF THE HOLY SHROUD IN PARISHES – A MUST TO  PARTICIPATE AND 

VENERATE 
 
APRIL 1   EASTER SUNDAY (GREGORIAN CALENDAR)    RESURRECTION MATINS AND DIVINE LITURGY –  

YOU DARE NOT MISS!  
 
APRIL 8  EASTER SUNDAY (JULIAN CALENDAR) 
 
APRIL 27-28   ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS, PHILADELPHIA 
 
MAY 13  MOTHER’S DAY.  OFFERING THANKSGIVING FOR YOUR MOTHER IN PRAYER AT CHURCH  
 
JULY 29  84TH ANNUAL SEMINARY UKRAINIAN DAY, SOUTH ANTHRACITE DEANERY AT MINERSVILLE, PA  

11:00 AM HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY FOLLOWED BY FESTIVAL FEATURING UKRAINIAN FOLK  
DANCERS, LIVE DANCE MUSIC, UKRAINIAN FOODS, CRAFTS AND VENDORS 

 
AUGUST 12  ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE OF DORMITION OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, SLOATSBURG, NY, HOSTED BY THE 

SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE  
 
AUGUST 26  3RD ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE AT ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

CHURCH, CENTRALIA, PA  
 
SEPT. 17-20   UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CLERGY OF PHILADELPHIA RETREAT, LONG BRANCH, NJ  
 
SEPT. 20-22  CONGRESS OF EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES ON DIACONATE, SCRANTON, PA. 
 
SEPT. 30   100TH ANNIVERSARY ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, BETHLEHEM, PA. 
 
SEPT. 30  ARCHIEPARCHIAL PILGRIMAGE OF FEAST OF PROTECTION OF MOTHER OF GOD, MONASTERY  
  GROUNDS OF THE ORDER OF SISTERS OF ST. BASIL, FOX CHASE, PA.   DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM;  
  MOLEBEN AT 4:00 PM  
 
OCTOBER 28   100TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. VLADIMIR UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, PALMERTON, PA. 
 
NOVEMBER 4 BLESSING OF NEW ICONOSTASIS AT ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH,  
  WHIPPANY, NJ, 11 AM HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY 
 
DECEMBER 9   ANNUAL DIVINE LITURGY OF THANKSGIVING FOR BENEFACTORS OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA, UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION, PHILADELPHIA. 

 
DECEMBER 9   PRAZNYK OR FEAST DAY OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION,  
  PHILADELPHIA. 
 
DECEMBER 25 CHRISTMAS - NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST.   YOUR PRAYERFUL PARTICIPATION  
  IN THE DIVINE LITURGY IS YOUR BEST GIFT TO JESUS, TO YOURSELF AND TO OTHERS! 
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FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD IN THE TEMPLE
FEBRUARY 2

We celebrate the Feast 
of the Encounter of Our 
Lord God and Savior 
Jesus Christ with His 
people, Israel.  Joseph 
and Mary, the holy 
parents of our Lord 
Jesus, brought Him as 
a child to the Temple in 
Jerusalem, as was the 
custom according to 
the Old Testament law 
and tradition.  “Every 
first-born male is to 
be consecrated to the 
Lord.” (Luke 2:23)  And 
an offering was to be 
made:  “a pair of doves 
or two young pigeons.”  
(Luke 2:24)

Awaiting the Coming 
of the Messiah, the just 
Simeon recognized Jesus 
as the long-awaited 
Messiah foretold by the 
Prophets.  Simeon took 
Jesus into his arms, 
praising God:  “Now You 
may dismiss Your servant, 
O Lord, according to 
Your word in peace.  For 
my eyes have seen Your 
salvation, which You have 
prepared before the 
face of all the people, a 
Light of revelation to the 
Gentiles and the glory 
of Your people, Israel.”  
This prayer is said at 
the Vesper service in 
our Ukrainian Catholic 
Church.

Simeon blessed the child 

Jesus and then turned to 
Mary His Mother, saying:  
“This child is to be the 
rise and fall of many in 
Israel.”  Also through 
Jesus the thoughts of 
many a heart would be 
revealed.  Mary, the 
Mother of the Messiah, 
would suffer much.  She 
would always stay on the 
side of the Lord, Her Son, 
throughout all His trials 
and tribulations.  Simeon 
foretold that “A sword 
would pierce the heart of 
Mary.”  Our Most Holy 
Mother of God would 
suffer alongside Her 
Son.  She stood beneath 
the cross and endured 
the Passion.

Mary the Mother of 
God was the perfect 
disciple of Christ.  She 
is an example of patient 
endurance, remaining 
ever faithful to the Word 
of God and the Holy 
Will of the Almighty 
Father.  We are to seek 
to follow in the footsteps 
of the Lord, our God 
and Master.  

The purpose of our 
earthly life is to 
encounter the Lord  in 
the Word and Mystery 
(Sacrament).  This life is 
but a preparation for the 
eternal.  It is to be viewed 
as a pilgrimage to the 
Heavenly Kingdom.  

For if we have 
already begun 
to live in and 
with Christ here 
on earth, we 
have the blessed 
assurance, the 
hope, that the 
Lord God will 
not forget our 
every good deed 
and desire to do 
good, to avoid 
evil and to help 
one another.

On this Feast of the 
Presentation of Our 
Lord into the Temple, 
our Ukrainian Catholic 
Church blesses candles, 
affirming that Christ is the 
Light of the world and 
we too are lights and 
should let our light shine 
before men through the 
goodness of our deeds.
 

A Prayer for the 
blessing of candles:

O Lord Jesus Christ, 
the True Light, Who 
enlightens everyone born 
in this world, pour out 
Your blessing on these 
candles and sanctify 
them by the light of Your 
Grace.  Grant also, O 
Merciful One, that as 
these lights, kindled with 
a visible flame, scatter the 
darkness of night, so may 
our hearts by an invisible 

fire – that is, enlightened 
by the glowing of the 
Holy Spirit – avoid the 
blindness caused by 
every sin.  May we see 
with the cleansed eye 
of our soul those things 
that are pleasing to 
You and necessary for 
our salvation.  Having 
overcome the darkness 
of this world, grant us 
to attain to the light that 
never fades: For You 
are our Savior, and to 
You we send up glory, 
with Your consubstantial 
Father, and Your all-holy, 
good, and life-creating 
Spirit, now and forever 
and ever.   Amen.

Source of prayer      
https://frted.wordpress.
c om / 2 0 1 4 / 0 1 / 3 1 /
blessing-of-candles/
   

Rev. D. George 
Worschak



(continued on next page)
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Heads of Christian Churches greet Ukrainians on the 
Feast of the Nativity of Christ

3 January 2018
 
In his message, 
Patriarch Filaret 
(Denysenko) of Kyiv 
and All Russia-Ukraine 
(UOC-KP) wishes the 
Ukrainian people peace 
and unity and asks the 
Lord to “grant us victory 
over the visible and 
invisible enemies.”
 
"On this joyous holiday, 
I wish you, dear 
brothers and sisters, 
Merry Christmas and 
a happy New Year. I 
extend my greetings to 
President of Ukraine 
Petro Poroshenko, the 
Verkhovna Rada, the 
Ukrainian government, 
our Armed Forces, the 
faithful and courageous 
defenders of our 
Motherland, who do 
not spare even their 
own lives. I greet all our 
Ukrainian compatriots 
dispersed all over the 
world: in America and 
Canada, in Europe and 
in Australia, who love 
and help her homeland.
 
On these joyous 
holidays, let us thank 
our Lord Jesus Christ for 
His unlimited love for us, 
the sinners, and ask Him 
to grant us victory over 
the visible and invisible 
enemies, peace, the unity 

of the Ukrainian people 
and prosperity. We will 
be guided in our lives by 
truth and love, which can 
lead us to eternal blissful 
life. Let the bright light 
of the Bethlehem star 
illuminate our souls and 
hearts with the light of 
peace, love, and truth,” 
the Primate of the Kyivan 
Patriarchate says.
 
In his Christmas message, 
Patriarch Sviatoslav 
(Shevchuk) of the 
UGCC calls to turn his 
attention to the deprived 
people:
 
“My beloved in Christ! 
To celebrate Christmas 
appropriately, let us 
share with the poor 
people of every kind 
of poverty all the riches 
that we, believers, hold 
first of all spiritual gifts, 
and therefore material 
goods. Let the great-
grandfathers’ Carol, 
which praises the King in 
a poor den, will be God's 
will for us to approach 
the poor and enrich them 
with the treasures of our 
holy faith. We bow unto 
Christ, present in our 
destitute brothers and 
sisters, letting them feel 
the closeness of God, 
which envelops each 
with His infinite mercy 
and His unconditional 
love. Let us come and 

sing carols to our soldiers 
at their places of stay, 
either in their homes 
where they returned 
after fulfilling the sacred 
duty of protecting the 
Motherland or in military 
units or at the frontline. 
Let us go to the victims of 
the fighting, take the pain 
of the poor and needy 
into our hearts – thus we 
will receive Christ with 
the Holy Family, enrich 
our home, family, and 
society with inexhaustible 
divine treasures, “where 
moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break 
in and steal” (Matt. 6, 19-
20). To this we are called 
by the Holy Church, 
when it sings: “Get ready 
now in spirit and hurry 
to meet with pure eyes 
and good deeds the 
One who chose to come 
to His people through 
His wonderful birth. He 
is born in Bethlehem, 
so that we, deprived 
of paradise, may enter 
it again by His mercy” 
(Sticheron from Vespers 
the Sunday before 
Christmas).
 
The head of the UOC 
(MP), Metropolitan 
Onufriy (Berezovsky) 
wished the clergy and 
laymen health, salvation 
and happiness:
 
“Let each of us bring 

to the Blessed Savior a 
humble gratitude for His 
love for us, the fallen, for 
the self-humiliation that 
the Savior has endured 
to raise us, to return us 
the lost eternal life and 
to give us the joy that 
makes our life happy 
and enjoyable even 
here, on earth.
 
Once again, I 
congratulate all of you, 
dear brothers and sisters, 
on the occasion of the 
Nativity of Christ. I wish 
you all health, salvation 
and happiness. May the 
grace of joy brought to 
the earth by the Son of 
God, rest in our humble 
hearts, as He himself, 
our Savior and Lord, 
once rested in the hands 
of His Mother, the Most 
Blessed Virgin Mary.
 
May the joy, God's 
peace and goodwill 
fill our families, our 
Ukrainian state, and the 
whole of God's world. 
Amen.”
  
Today, when the angels 
rejoice in the heavens, 
and the nightly darkness 
of the earth is filled 
with the light of the 
Bethlehem star, let us lift 
our hearts and prayers 
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to the Bethlehem Cave 
to receive the blessing 
from the newborn Christ 
the Savior,” goes the 
Christmas address of the 
Permanent Conference of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Bishops outside Ukraine. 
Let’s open our hearts to 
the Newborn, so that 
they become the place 
in which He will be born 
and will stay. Let the 
little Jesus bless you, fill 
with grace, quietude, 
hope and spiritual joy, 
strengthen you spiritually 
and physically, and grant 
your gracious help to 
bear your earthly cross. 
Let each of us understand 
that from today, we are 
not alone, we are not 
abandoned, we are not 
orphans. God is with us!
 
Once again, we 
congratulate you on the 
great feast of the Nativity 
of Christ and pray that 
the New 2018 to be 
peaceful and blessed in 
the Lord.”
 
Metropolitan of 
Lviv Archbishop 
M i e c z y s l a w 
Mokszycki of the RCC 
wished everyone at the 
time of Christmas to 
open the door of their 
hearts to Christ.
 

“Christmas is the time 
of good words, family 
meetings, gifts, festive 
mood ... Christ is in the 
middle of us! He strives 
to enter and settle in 
every human being, 
in every human heart. 
In the light of this truth 
about God's presence 
I wish to all of you: 
open the door of your 
hearts to Christ! With 
Him will come peace, 
clarity, joy, hope, mutual 
forgiveness, salvation 
and life,” says the Head 
of the Conference of the 
Roman Catholic Bishops 
of Ukraine.
 
In his Christmas 
message, Patriarch 
Bartholomew of 
Constantinople recalled 
that the 70th anniversary 
of the universal 
proclamation of human 
rights will be celebrated 
in 2018, however, this 
Declaration, which 
highlights general high 
ideals, is now ignored 
and interpreted in 
different ways.
 
“The Church cannot 
ignore these threats for 
the human person,” the 
Patriarch claims. “There 
is nothing more sacred 
than a man whose 
nature God has taken. 

We are standing for 
human dignity to protect 
human freedom and 
justice, knowing well 
that “the true peace 
comes from God”, 
that the transcendental 
mystery of the Word of 
God's embodiment and 
the deification of man 
through grace reveals 
the truth about freedom 
and the divine destiny of 
man ...
 
Brothers and children in 
the Lord!
 
Let’s celebrate Christmas 
together with the grace 
of the Word of God 
that has settled in us, 
with the pleasure and 
fullness of joy. At the 
Phanar, we pray that 
our Lord and Savior, 
who got incarnated and 
descended to the human 
race, gave each physical 
and spiritual health in 
this new year, together 
with peace and love 
to each other. May He 
protect His Holy Church 
and bless the deeds of 
her ministry for the glory 
of His Holy and glorified 
Name.”
 
“The Lord has descended 
on earth, so that man 
will rise to heaven," the 
head of the UAOC, 

Metropolitan Macariy 
(Maletych) emphasized 
in his message. Let 
me greet you on the 
occasion of the Nativity 
of Christ and the 
New Year 2018, dear 
hierarchs, monks, faithful 
fathers and their families 
and all the faithful of the 
UAOC, I wish all of you 
in this Christmastide to 
have spiritual joy and 
church celebrations, 
good health and all 
welfare. May the peace 
of God, so much needed 
by our Ukraine and all 
those who live on our 
Ukrainian land, as well 
as God's blessing, rest 
with you, your families, 
with every person who 
does good, and with our 
glorious Ukraine.

h t t p s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
c u l t u r e / r e l i g i o u s _
holidays/69542

(continued from previous page)

Heads of Christian Churches greet Ukrainians on the 
Feast of the Nativity of Christ
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"I wish we all became renewed and better in this year!" -
the Head of the UGCC

Monday, 15 January 
2018

Today Basil the Great is 
an example of a person 
who is baptized with the 
Holy Spirit. Hence He 
always helps everyone 
to smooth his/her paths 
in order to accept saving 
and release brought to 
us in all their fullness by 
Jesus Christ.

This was said by the 
Father and Head of 
the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav in 
his homily to the faithful 
during the Hierarchical 
Divine Liturgy at the 
Cathedral of St. Basil 
the Great in Kyiv. On 
this day, January 14, our 
Church celebrates the 
Feast of Circumcision of 
Our Lord and the Feast 
of St. Basil the Great, 
Archbishop of Caesarea 
in Cappadocia.

In the joint prayer took 
part: Bishop Bohdan 
(Dziurakh), the Secretary 
of the Synod of 
Bishops of the UGCC, 
as well as priests, 
brothers and sisters in 
monastics, children, and 
parishioners.

According to the Primate, 
during these holidays, 

we feel an astonishing, 
but also tireless and 
incessant, approaching 
of God towards the 
man. For when we 
celebrated Christmas, 
we all rejoiced that God 
came down from the 
Heaven in order to save 
all the people.

"When we open the Holy 
Scripture, we hear God's 
voice, which speaks to 
us. Then we feel that 
God's Word  announces 
our Lord. And He is God 
Who is coming because 
He didn't remain in 
Himself, in His eternal 
happiness. Moreover, 
He didn't want to 
separate or reject a 
man because of his sin. 
Our Lord is God Who 
constantly comes to the 
man, wants to be close 
and even wants to be in 
us! And the purpose of 
this approaching — to 
reach the fullness of life 
so that we could be in 
Him!" with such words 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
addressed the faithful 
at the beginning of his 
homily.

According to the 
preacher, when we look 
at the Baby Jesus in a 
manger, we see how 
eternal God embodied 
and took on Himself the 

fullness of human nature. 
In particular, Apostle 
Paul said that in Him 
also rests  all the fullness 
of God  — everything 
that is complete, perfect, 
what a man can only 
dream of. Everything 
dwells in this Baby, Who 
is today, on the eighth 
day, circumcised. The 
figure "eight" means 
fullness of God's and 
human nature in the Son 
of God  — our newborn 
Savior.

What do we need in 
order to attain the goal 
for which Christ was born 
to us? Another Saint — 
Basil the Great, whose 
day we observe today 
answers that question.

"Basil the Great was a 
voice calling out in the 
wilderness of the culture 
and society of that time. 
The roads which he 
straightened out for the 
Lord, were the roads of 
human hearts. He taught 
that the means for this 
is repentance, when 
a person opens the 
depth of his heart to the 
Almighty!" stressed the 
importance of the figure 
of St Basil the Great the 
Head of the Church.

During the Hierarchical 
Divine Liturgy the present 

became witnesses of 
ordaining new priests: 
Roman Slavych, Ivan 
Stepanyshyn, Yuriy 
Kosach and Vitaliy 
Herasymiv. The Primate 
wished that daily Liturgy, 
prayer and reading of the 
Holy Scripture became 
those three principles on 
which their spiritual life 
will be based.

"I would like to wish you 
all a happy new year. We 
must become new, better 
people in this year! And 
then, with all the means 
for consecration which 
the Church gives us, we 
could renew the face of 
our Ukraine!" addressed 
the faithful the Head of 
the Church.

It is worth mentioning that 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
greeted all  whose 
name-day was on that 
day, and paid a special 
attention to the Basilian 
community, which ought 
to be a teacher of true 
penance for everyone!

The UGCC Department 
for Information

http://news.ugcc.ua/
en/news/i_wish_we_
all_became_renewed_
and_be t t e r _ i n_ t h i s _
year_the_head_of_the_
ugcc_81564.html
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Pope Francis to visit Ukrainian Cathedral of 
St. Sophia in Rome

Sunday, 28 January 2018

January 28, 2018 His Holiness Pope Francis is visiting 
St. Sophia’s Pro-cathedral in Rome and meeting 
Ukrainian migrants in Italy. This visit of Pope Francis is 
held on the invitation of His Beatitude Sviatoslav, Head 
and Father of UGCC.

Pope arrives at the Cathedral at 4pm where he is 
met by Head of our Church and the parishioners with 
singing carols. Shortly, Pope Francis will pray in the 
crypt at the tomb of bishop Stepan Chmil, his teacher 
at an elementary school in Buenos Aires (Argentina).

“The visit of Pope Francis has a historical significance: 
for few decades this church has been the main cathedral 
of our Church and became a symbol of its rebirth. 
Meeting of Pope Francis with Ukrainian migrants is a 
sign of his pastoral care and manifestation of solidarity 
with Ukrainian people, who have been suffering from 
the war in Donbas for few years”, His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav assumes.

By adding to this we’d like to say that St. Sophia’s 
Cathedral was built in 1969 according to the will of 
patriarch Josef Slipyi, and in 1985 Pope John Paul II 
gave it a title of a titular church. In the crypt, besides 
different burials there is a tomb of bishop Stepan Chmil, one of the closest assistants of patriarch Josef 
Slipyi, as well as a person close to Pope Francis. Fr. Stepan arrived in Argentina in 1948 as the first 
Ukrainian Salesian priest of Eastern rite. Among students who were studying there was a little boy called 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio (Pope Francis). His Holiness mentioned reputedly that this Ukrainian priest in a due 
time influenced him greatly, precisely teaching to pray a “different Liturgy” and telling much about Ukraine 
and persecution of UGCC in Soviet times.

St. Sophia’s Cathedral is an important spiritual and cultural cell for Ukrainians. Ukrainians in Italy is the fifth 
ethnic community. In different regions of Italy there are nearly 145 Greek Catholic chaplain’s bases with 62 
priests.    
 
Secretariat of Head of UGCC in Rome

http://news.ugcc.ua/en/announces/pope_francis_visits_ukrainian_cathedral_of_st_sophia_in_rome_81551.
html
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Happy Birthday!

Ç Äíåì íàðîäæåííÿ!

February 1: Rev. Roman Pitula
February 3: Rev. Evhen Moniuk
February 6: Rev. Robert Hitchens

February 16: Rev. Mr. Donald Latrick
February 19: Very Rev. Archpr. John M. Fields

February 22: Rev. Uriy Markewych
February 26: Rev. T. Frank Patrylak
February 26: Rev. Myron Myronyuk

February 28: Rev. Ivan Turyk

May the Good Lord Continue to 
Guide You and Shower You with 
His Great Blessings.  
Mnohaya Lita!

Нåõàé Äîáðèé Ãîñïîäü Тðèìàº  
Âàñ ó Ñâî¿é  Оï³ö³ òà Ùåäðî 
Áëàãîñëîâèòü Âàñ. Ìíîãàÿ Ë³òà!

Congratulations on your 
Anniversary of Priesthood!

Â³òàºìî ç Ð³÷íèöåþ Ñâÿùåíñòâà!

February 12: Rev. Ivan Demkiv
(26th Anniversary)

February 14: Bishop John Bura ordained a 
Priest  (47th Anniversary)

February 21: Bishop John Bura ordained a 
Bishop (12th Anniversary)

February 27: Rev. Mr. Theodore Spotts
(18th Anniversary)

February 27: Most Rev. Stefan Soroka 
Enthroned as Metropolitan-Archbishop 

(17th Anniversary)

May God Grant You Many Happy 
and Blessed Years of Service in the 
Vineyard of Our Lord!  

Нåõàé Áîã Оáäàðóº Áàãàòüìà 
Áëàãîñëîâåííèìè Ðîêàìè Ñëóæ³ííÿ 
â Ãîñïîäíüîìó Âèíîãðàäíèêó!

February 2018 - Ëþòèé 2018


