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Christmas 2017 at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA with 
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka, Fr. Roman 
Pitula, Deacon Michael Waak and altar servers on 
December 25, 2017. 

Christmas at the Cathedral in Philadelphia

(Photo: Peter Bilyj)
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Christmas at the Cathedral in Philadelphia

(Photo: Teresa Siwak)

(Photo: Teresa Siwak)

(Photo: Peter Bilyj)

Metropolitan Stefan offers the homily on Christmas 
Eve, December 24, 2017 (Photo: Lisa Oprysk)
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Фестиваль Українських Різдвяних Колядок 
 

Неділя, 14-го січня 2018 року Божого 
 

о 3-й годині пополудні 
 

в Українському Католицькому Архикатедральному 
Соборі Непорочного Зачаття 

830 Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 
 

Будемо вам щиро вдячні за ваш щедрий 
добровільний даток на Катедру 

 

Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols 
 

Sunday, January 14, 2018 at 3:00 PM 
 

at the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchial Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception 

830 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 
 

Donations to support the Cathedral 
will be gratefully accepted 
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Old Calendar Christmas at the Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA 
with Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka, Fr. Roman 

Pitula, and altar servers on January 7, 2018. 

Watch videos on our 
YouTube Channel at

https://www.youtube.com/user/
thewayukrainian



JANUARY 14, 2018  5

Come and see the Traditional Ukrainian Christmas 
Display at the Treasury of Faith Museum 

 
Courtesy of the Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America, Inc. 
Branch 88, Philadelphia Regional 

Council 
 

TREASURY OF FAITH MUSEUM 
(Cathedral Lower Level) 

810 North Franklin Street  
Philadelphia, PA 19123 

(215) 627-3389 
tofmuseum@ukrcap.org 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRADITIONAL UKRAINIAN CHRISTMAS DISPLAY SCHEDULE     
 

Sundays after Divine Liturgies until mid-January 2018 
 

and 
 

Sunday, January 14, 2018   (before the “Festival of Carols” concert) 
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Feast of St. Stephen at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception with 
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka, Fr. Roman Pitula, Fr. Evhen Moniuk. The Missionary 
Sisters of the Mother of God led the responses to the Liturgy on December 27, 2017. 

An altar server presents flowers to Metropolitan 
Stefan on his Feast Day

Fr. Evhen Moniuk incenses

Visitors to the 
“Treasury of Faith 
Museum” see the 

“Traditional Ukrainian 
Christmas Display” in 
the lower level of the 

Cathedral on 
December 17, 2017.

Feast of St. Stephen
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Celebrating Archbishop Stefan Soroka’s Feast Day

On December 18, 2017 
the Sisters of the Order 
of Saint Basil the Great 
hosted His Grace, 
Metropolitan Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka for 
dinner at the Basilian 
Motherhouse in Fox 
Chase, Pennsylvania. 
The annual get 
together marked a 
double celebration: 
the anticipation of 
Archbishop Stefan’s feast 
day and the impending 
Feast of the Nativity 
of Jesus Christ. Festive 
decorations, a delicious 
dinner, and an exchange 
of gifts marked the 
evening. 

Provincial Superior, 
Sister Dorothy Ann 
Busowski, welcomed and 
greeted the Archbishop 
on behalf of all the 
Sisters, celebrating and 
emphasizing the virtue 
of hope. Citing Pope 
Francis, she remarked, 
“Hope is the virtue of a 
heart that doesn’t lock 

itself into darkness, that 
doesn’t dwell on the past, 
does not simple get by in 
the present, but is able 
to see a tomorrow.” She 
elaborated on this point 
by underscoring how the 
Archbishop has served 
as a beacon of hope 
for the Sisters and for 
the lay community under 
his care, “which we see 
in what he speaks, what 
he plans and what he 
does.” 

Sister Dorothy Ann 
introduced the 
Archbishop as a 
proactive figure whose 
positive mindset mirrors 
the positive energy of 
Pope Francis, noting that 
both serve the Church 
and humankind by 
preaching and practicing 
in a manner that 
exemplifies a contrastive 
antidote to the naysayers 
who lament the condition 
of the world, our country, 
our church, our political 
system. “We see that in 

the words you speak, 
in what you plan for 
the Archeparchy, in 
what you do. We see 
you always striving to 
move forward, make 
things better. We see 
that in your compassion. 
We see that in your 
willingness to listen. We 
see that in the way you 
share our dreams, our 
desires, our hopes, and 
in your invitation to the 
faithful to Come home 
for Christmas . . . your 
constant striving to 
make things better for 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in America . . .”    

After thanking the 
Archbishop for his 
friendship and leadership, 
Sister Dorothy Ann 
added a blessing for the 
future and a promise of 
solidarity: “May Saint 
Stephen continue to 
guide your words, your 
actions, your love and 
your hope. May the babe 
in the manger lead you 
and give you the grace 
to continue to serve with 
such hope, longing and 
love. We stand beside 
you. . . .”

Metropolitan Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka thanked 
the Provincial Superior 
for her remarks and 
support and responded 
by acknowledging the 
invaluable work of the 
Sisters of St. Basil the 
Great over the decades, 
citing their contributions 
as educators, their 
support for his initiatives, 
and the close bonds of 
friendship between the 
Sisters and His Grace.
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SISTERS SERVANTS CELEBRATE ARCHBISHOP STEFAN’S FEAST DAY

On December 28th, 
the Sisters Servants 
celebrated the feast of St. 
Stephen – protomartyr, 
the patron saint of 
Metropolitan Archbishop 
Stefan at St. Mary’s in 
Sloatsburg.  Archbishop 
Stefan celebrated an 
11:00 Divine Liturgy 
which was followed by a 
festive dinner.  

The sisters presented 
a short program which 
focused on one of the 
Archbishop’s priorities: 
bringing people back to 
the Church and noted 
certain points in the 
DVD “Come Home for 
Christmas,” including 
his heartfelt invitation to 
return to the parishes.  
As part of the program, 
a gift was given after 
each presentation. The 
first gift was a back/seat 
massager for his weary 
bones, as we know the 
Archbishop may become 
exhausted with all of 
the inviting.  The second 
gift was a beautiful 

Christmas ornament to 
remind the Archbishop 
of always inviting the 
faithful to come home.  

The third gift was a 
spiritual book, to assist 
the Archbishop with his 
spiritual renewal as he 
calls all his faithful to 
renewal.  The fourth gift 
was an assortment of 
nuts, food for the body, 
which we gather around 
the Christmas table to 
share a meal, before we 
go to be nourished at 

the table of our Lord.  

Finally, the Sisters sang 
a song entitled “For 
Such a Time As This” 
which speaks about how 
each of us are called 
for certain purpose, at a 
certain time, and we need 
to respond to that call.  
The fifth gift was a cup 
with Jesus surrounded 
by comic strip heroes 
and heroines telling them 
“This is how I saved the 
world.”   The cup was to 
remind the Archbishop 

to continue to following 
in the footsteps of his 
Patron Saint, St. Stephen.    

The entertainment 
continued, as a group of 
students from St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic 
School/Parish in Passaic, 
NJ, accompanied by 
the pastor, Rev. Andriy 
Dudkevych and Mrs. 
Olga Figol came to carol 
for Archbishop Stefan 
and the sisters.
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Bishop Andriy Rabiy

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka

Chancery Staff Christmas Luncheon
The Annual Christmas Luncheon for Chancery Staff of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia 
was held on December 20, 2017 at the residence of Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka.

“The Way” editor played 
Christmas Carols on the 

Baritone Horn

Nativity in the Chapel
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Byzantine Church Supplies, Philadelphia 

 
Byzantine Church Supplies Store

Byzantine Church Supplies
Address: 810 North Franklin St.

Philadelphia, PA 19123
Phone: 215 -627-0660

Email: byzsupplies@yahoo.com
website: http://ukrcathedral.com/byzsup/

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/byzantineChurchSupplies/
Store Manager - Mrs. Myroslava Demkiv

For religious church goods and religious 
gifts, icons and cards, visit Byzantine 
Church Supplies. You will also find gifts, 
cross necklaces, books, icons, crosses, 
Christian incense, Church supplies, 
various linens and priest's vestments.

All profits from our supplies go to 
St. Josaphat Ukrainian Seminary in 
Washington DC. So, by buying items 
in our store, you actually support the 
future spiritual leaders of our Ukrainian 
Catholic Church. Byzantine Church 
Supplies ships your order directly to 
you.



JANUARY 14, 2018  11

Blessing of Holy Water at the Cathedral

The Feast of Theophany, 
which is also known 
as Epiphany, is a 
liturgical event typically 
celebrated every 
year on January 6th 
to commemorate 
Jesus’ baptism in the 
Jordan River by St. 
John the Baptist. On 
Saturday, January 6, 
2018, Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka and Very Rev. 
Roman Pitula blessed 
Holy Water at the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception 
in Philadelphia, PA. 

During the Water 
Blessing Ceremony, 
Metropolitan Stefan 
blessed the water: with 
the “Trikirion” which are 
three branch candles; 
with his breath; and 
with his hand.  Very Rev. 
Roman Pitula blessed 
the water by immersing 
a cross in the water.

Watch videos on our 
YouTube Channel at

https://www.
youtube.com/user/
thewayukrainian

(Photos: Teresa Siwak)



(continued on next page)
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PRAYER IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH

Pastoral Letter of the Synod of Bishops of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic 
Church in 2017 to Clergy, Monastics, and Laity

“Lord, teach us to pray” 
(Luke 11: 1) 

Very Reverend and 
Reverend fathers! 
Venerable brothers and 
sisters in monasticism! 
Dear brothers and sisters 
in Christ! 

Having gathered at 
the Holy Synod in 
Briukhovychi near Lviv 
on 3-12 September 
2017, we, the bishops 
of the Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic Church, focused 
on the central aspect of 
the life of the Church, 
namely, prayer—both 
personal and communal 
prayer. We strive to 
share with you the fruit 
of our common spiritual 
reflections.

Although prayer is the 
natural consequence 
and manifestation of 
a person’s faith in 
God, nevertheless, one 
must learn to pray, 
constantly restoring and 
deepening their ability 
to communicate with 
God. The request of 
the disciples of Jesus, 
“Lord, teach us to pray” 
(Luke 11:1), is always of 
relevance to us, because 
our Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself is the main 
teacher of prayer. And 

today, we as a Church 
humbly approach Him 
and repeat the request 
of the disciples. In the 
modern world—which, 
on the one hand, offers a 
beautiful, unprecedented 
opportunity to humanity, 
and, on the other hand, 
presses on it with an 
avalanche of information 
and confuses with 
pseudo-values and 
ideologies—this request 
becomes of particular 
importance.

From the Gospel, we see 
that Christ teaches prayer 
primarily through His own 
life and example. His 
relation with the Father is 
manifested continuously, 
both in public affairs and 
in personal and intimate 
communication with Him. 
Preaching the Good 
News about the coming 
of the Kingdom of God, 
Jesus often invites His 
disciples to keep vigil 
and pray. The Divine 
Teacher also offers 
them a verbal example 
of prayer, the “Our 
Father,” which Christians 
from the first centuries to 
this day consider to be 
the most important and 
most authoritative. In this 
prayer of Jesus to the 
Father, He reveals all 
truth (cf. Matthew 3:15) 

about God and man, 
because this prayer, 
from the mouth of the 
Lord Himself, reminds 
us that God is a loving 
Father who is close to 
people in all of their 
lives’ states, needs and 
difficulties, and it reminds 
us that a human person 
is a beloved child of 
God, called to fulfil the 
Lord’s plan, namely that 
His name be hallowed, 
that His kingdom come, 
and that His will be done 
(cf. Matthew 6:9-10).

A prerequisite for 
Christian prayer is our 
humility before God, 
the recognition of our 
inability to communicate 
with the Creator. In our 
liturgical services, we 
reveal this weakness to 
our God and humbly 
admit: “Teach us your 
statutes, because we do 
not know how to pray 
as we ought, unless you, 
Lord, guide us by your 
Holy Spirit” (Seventh 
Morning Prayer during 
Matins). And the Lord, 
in His mercy, gives us 
His Holy Spirit, who 
“searches the hearts of 
men,” “helps us in our 
weakness,” prays with 
us, and “intercedes for 
us according to the will 
of God,” as Saint Paul 

teaches us (cf. Romans 
8:26–27). Therefore, 
every liturgical service 
and every conversation 
with God in prayer 
begins with calling upon 
the Holy Spirit.

True Christian prayer 
implicates a meeting 
with the living God and 
establishing a personal 
relationship with Him. 
This may involve silently 
listening to the Word of 
God—which is especially 
needed during this 
time of informational 
noise and consumerist 
tumult—as well as 
praise and gratitude, 
humble supplication and 
repentance. Sincerity 
and authenticity are 
very important elements 
of this relationship. The 
personal prayer of a 
Christian is an encounter 
of a living, real person 
with a living God. Before 
the face of the Creator, 



(continued from previous page)
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a believing person 
does not deceive or 
does not put on masks 
because they do not 
doubt the kindness and 
unconditional love of the 
Lord God.

An intrinsic feature of 
Christian prayer is the 
openness of human 
person to the will of God 
and the willingness to 
accept it: “Teach me to 
do your will, for you are 
my God” (Psalm 142:10). 
Therefore, prayer should 
not be seen as a human 
endeavour to persuade 
God to fulfil our desires. 
Our sensitivity to the 
voice of God is much 
more important than our 
requests, because the 
Lord knows “what each 
needs even before they 
ask or are aware of it” 
(Fifth Evening Prayer 
during Vespers).

A Christian is never 
alone in prayer, they 
are united with their 
brothers and sisters in 
Christ. According to 
the testimony of Christ, 
“where two or three are 
gathered in my name, 
there am I in the midst of 
them” (Matthew 18:20), 
prayer is most complete in 
its communal dimension. 
Therefore, common 
family prayer is very 
important for Christian 
life and the Divine Liturgy 

is its summit and source.

Serving God is a 
dialogical act: the Lord 
blesses those who bless 
Him and sanctifies 
those who trust in Him 
(cf. Ambo Prayer of the 
Divine Liturgy). That is 
why the main liturgical 
service of the Church is 
called the “Eucharist” — 
thanksgiving for all that 
the Lord has done for us 
according to His great 
mercy. The purpose of 
the Eucharist is not only to 
change bread and wine, 
but above all to change 
us, to unite us with 
Christ. The ministry of the 
Eucharist is “for us,” so 
that “all of us, who share 
in this one bread and 
cup, with one another” 
may be united “into the 
communion of the one 
Holy Spirit” (Epiclesis of 
the Liturgy of St. Basil the 
Great). Through the Holy 
Eucharist, “the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God the Father, 
and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit” are present 
in this world. Through 
the Eucharist, the Church 
becomes a sacrament 
of salvation of the world 
and at the same time is 
the forerunner of “life of 
the world to come.”

Prayer is the cooperation 
of man with God, 
and therefore it is 

PRAYER IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH

inextricably linked with 
the responsibility of each 
person for their own life, 
for the life of the Church, 
and for the whole world. 
Every Christian who, with 
an open heart, appeals 
to the Giver of his life 
and the Lord in prayer, is 
called in the same way to 
build the Church with his 
own life, and to spread 
in the world God’s 
salvific action. We must 
remember the words of 
the Apostle James: “Faith 
by itself, if it has no 
works, is dead” (James 
2:17). If our personal 
and communal prayer is 
a manifestation of faith, 
it must, therefore, be 
reflected in good deeds, 
in the ministry of service 
(diakonia) in the Church 
and in society. Then all 
of life will be a lasting 
glorification of God 
through deeds, words, 
thoughts, intentions, and 
efforts.

It should be remembered 
that the cradle and the 
first school of prayer 
is the Christian family, 
which we traditionally 
call the domestic 
Church. Therefore, we 
express our sincere 
gratitude to our parents 
and grandparents from 
whom children and 
grandchildren hear the 
words of prayer for the 
first time in their lives 

and learn to utter these 
words of prayer with due 
attention and awe. Such 
prayer often establishes 
the foundation for the 
Christian upbringing of 
a child, as well as the 
beginning of his or her 
gradual growth in faith 
and virtues. We call upon 
all Christian families to 
continue to diligently 
foster family prayer, both 
in the morning and in the 
evening, and with prayer 
on their lips to begin 
work and thank God for 
their daily bread during 
meals.

At the same time, we 
encourage parents, as 
well as catechists and 
clergy, to pay significant 
attention to educating 
children in prayer, 
using the rich spiritual 
heritage of our liturgical 
tradition when teaching 
the Christian faith in 
catechetical schools, in 
sermons, and during 
retreats, especially 
focusing on the liturgical 
texts in which the Church 
expresses its faith and 
the saints share their 
experience of prayer.
Because priests are 
the leaders of prayer 
for parishioners in the 
parish community, we 
express our recognition 
and appreciation to 

(continued on next page)
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every priest and deacon 
who are for their faithful 
examples and teachers 
of prayer. At the same 
time, we renew the call 
to all clergy and pastors 
about daily perseverance 
in prayer, both personal 
and liturgical. Let us 
remember that the 
church community, which 
does not pray, betrays 
its vocation and deprives 
its members of the many 
gifts of God they need 
in their everyday and 
spiritual affairs. Our 
great desire and wish is 
that, through the zealous 
cultivation of liturgical 
and personal prayer, 
theological educational 
institutions and institutions 
for formation within our 
Church help the Church’s 
future ministers to gain 
authentic experience in 
communicating with the 
living and merciful God.

We express particular 
a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t 
to the consecrated 
communities, whose 
main meaning of life is 
prayer — both personal 
and liturgical. The service 
of prayer of monasteries 
today is more than 
ever important to our 
people. Therefore, we 
urge monks, nuns, and 
religious to duly perform 
their liturgical prayer 
rule in accordance with 
the prescriptions of our 

PRAYER IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
(continued from previous page)

rite. We believe that our 
monasteries will remain 
schools of the Church’s 
prayer for their members 
and all faithful of the 
Church.

We want to emphasize 
that, as shepherds of 
the Church, we sincerely 
respect and appreciate 
the manifestations of 
prayerful piety of our 
laity. In particular, we 
mean prayer fraternities, 
movements, and 
communities, which, 
under the guidance of 
experienced clergymen, 
we encourage all 
faithful to participate 
in. We especially want 
to note the practice 
of pilgrimages to holy 
places, which the Lord 
generously granted to 
Ukraine. Pilgrimage to 
holy places with proper 
spiritual accompaniment 
becomes a very 
important school of 
prayer for the faithful of 
our Church. The prayer 
of God’s journeying 
people reflects the 
mission of the Church — 
to always enter into the 
salvific presence of God. 
The Lord God constantly 
comes for our sake and 
for our salvation, and the 
Church always comes 
to meet her immortal 
Bridegroom. In this 
sense, every Christian is 
a pilgrim, a living witness 

of God’s salvific coming 
to this world.

Over the past few years, 
our people have faced 
difficult challenges. 
These difficult and 
tragic circumstances 
have revealed the 
unprecedented power of 
the spirit of our people, 
a force that derives 
from prayer and trust 
in God. At the most 
difficult times, many of 
the faithful of our Church 
did not cease to pray 
and keep vigil. Thanks 
to the enduring support 
of prayer, sacrifice, and 
dedication of many of 
our priests, monastics, 
and lay people, we 
overcome great difficulty 
every day and move 
forward. Prayer is the 
power of our people and 
the source of salvation; 
therefore, we call upon 
everyone to continue to 
persevere in prayer with 
the words of the Apostle 
Paul: “Never flag in zeal, 
be aglow with the Spirit, 
serve the Lord. Rejoice in 
your hope, be patient in 
tribulation, be constant 
in prayer…Bless those 
who persecute you; bless 
and do not curse them” 
(Romans 12:11–12, 14).

Dear brothers and 
sisters in Christ! The Lord 
blessed our Church with 
the freedom to pray, 

which we did not always 
have. At the same time, 
He gave us life — space 
and time to meet and 
communicate with Him. 
Let us use this gift!

As was said in the 
beginning, the Holy Spirit 
teaches us to pray. Let us 
pray, let us keep vigil, let 
us listen to His Word in 
the silence of our hearts 
and in our communities. 
He speaks and comes 
to us to be with us 
personally in the new 
year, with our families, 
with our communities 
and with our people. Let 
us rejoice in this mystery 
and live in peace!

May the blessing of the 
Lord be upon you!

On behalf of the Synod of 
Bishops of the Ukrainian 
Greek-Catholic Church
 
+ SVIATOSLAV
 
Given in Kyiv at the 
Patriarchal Cathedral 
of the Resurrection 
of Christ, on the day 
of our Holy Hierarch 
and Father Nicholas 
Archbishop of Myra in 
Lycia, Wonderworker,

19 December A.D. 2017
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2018 Ukrainian Catholic Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

You are cordially invited to join St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, Passaic, NJ, on a once-
in-a-lifetime journey following in the footsteps of Jesus with an opportunity to celebrate our Divine 
Liturgy at sacred places along the way.  Trip dates: October 14 – 23, 2018. For a brochure or 
further information contact Annette@select-intl.com, by phone 1-800-842-4842, 973-471-9727 or 
on Facebook, St. Nicholas Ukrainian Passaic.

October 14-23, 2018

For More Information Contact:

Select International Tours at  
800-842-4842     annette@select-intl.com

www.selectinternationaltours.comWe share your faith

10 Days

On the Road to Jesus 

with Rev. Andriy Dudkevych

  Holy Land
Pilgrimage to the

ST. NICHOLAS UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Bethlehem 
Peace Light

Members of PLAST 
organization brought 
the Bethlehem Peace 
Light to the Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, 
Philadelphia, PA on 
December 17, 2017.  
The celebrants of the 
Divine Liturgy included 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka, Fr. Roman 
Pitula and Deacon 
Michael Waak. 

The New Catechism of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Christ Our Pascha, is Now 
Available to Read Online

You can now access and read the online English 
language version of the Catechism of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Christ Our Pascha 
by clicking on the link below:
http://catechism.royaldoors.net/catechism/

Every household 
should use this online 
text as a resource for 
family members to 
grow in knowledge 
and understanding of 
their faith and their 
church. Parents should 
especially use this text 
to share and teach the 
faith with their children.

 

Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 
Presents First Ever 

Zabava”Zapusty” 
 

201820182018   
 

Saturday, February 10th 
 

Live Music by 
 

Band “ZEMLYAKY” 
 

Cathedral Hall of the Immaculate Conception  
GPS: 814 N. Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123 

 
DINNER, MUSIC & DANCING 

 

Doors open at 7:30pm; Music starts at  8:30pm 
 

Cost: $50-Adults ($55 at the door)| $25-Youth (12-18) | $10-Children (6-11) | Free under 6 
 

For tickets call: Oksana Yakymiv (267) 254-2671, Tonia Katruk  (215) 668-3656, 
 

Fr. Roman Pitula (215) 922-2845 
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Open Position

THE PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION 
Your Ukrainian Catholic  

Fraternal Life Insurance and Benefit Society 
 

ATTENTION! 
Parishes, Charities, Societies   
Non-profits & Foundations 

1912 
Deposit Agreement Accounts                 Fraternity                                                                               
Paying           2018 

3.25% Interest Rate 
Guaranteed minimum rate of 3.00% for life of contract 

Rates will increase automatically when economic circumstances warrant 
Principal and interest growth guaranteed 

Providence Association 
Phone: (877) 857-2284    E-mail:  sales@provassn.com 

www.provassn.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in Philadelphia 
has an immediate opening for the position 
of administrative assistant and bookkeeper.

The administrative duties include telephone 
answering, responding to queries, assisting 
in scheduling Cathedral activities, dealing 
with cemetery operations, funerals homes 
and families regarding the administrative 
and record keeping for St. Mary’s Cemetery.

Bookkeeping activities require knowledge 
and application of QuickBooks, the 
Cathedral and Archeparchy software to 
managing church financial accounting 
transactions and reporting.

Qualified candidate should be able to 
communicate in both Ukrainian and English.

Hours and salary are commensurate and 
negotiable.

Please submit resume and references to:

Very Rev. Fr. Roman Pitula
Rector of the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception
819 North 8th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19123
Tel.: 215-922-2845
Fax: 215-922-4635
e-mail: cathedralonfranklin@comcast.net
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Bible study in 
Trenton, NJ

Studite monk Raphael (1st 
left) visits the young adult 
Bible Study on December 
26, 2017 at St. Josaphat 
parish in Trenton, NJ.

Christmas in Hillside, NJ

Hillside, NJ  --- As our Immaculate Conception Ukrainian 
Catholic parish in Hillside, NJ reflects on  Christmas week, 
we cherish the moments of our youth processing with the 
baby Jesus and placing Him lovingly into the manger on 
Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24, 2017. Seeing our 
children "come alive" in their faith and religious studies 
encourages all of us to renew our faith and come closer 
to Our Savior.

On Tuesday, December 26, 2017, our 
parish carolers visited parishioners in 
their homes and the retired Sisters of 
Mercy and clergy at McAuley Hall on 
the campus of Mt. St. Mary Academy 
in Watchung, NJ. Being able to witness 
the joy of the retired sisters and clergy 
join in the English Christmas carols 
and absorb the Ukrainian Christmas 
carols that we sang was a special gift 
to us.

Let us thank God for the blessings we 
have received! Chrystos Razdayetsia, 
Христос Раждається, and Happy 
New Year!

Placing baby Jesus in the manger

Caroling
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Please share the following attachment with 
anyone who would like to have their catechists or 
adults participate in the Catechist Training 
sessions to begin on January 20 and 27, 2018. 

 
PROGRAMS 

What Do We Believe? 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20 AND SATURDAY, 
JANUARY 27 
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

 

FEE: FREE WILL OFFERING/DONATION 

This is the first in a new Basilian series on the life and writings of St. Basil the Great, Father of the Eastern 
Church. 

The first course (12 hours), an introductory course entitled “What Do We Believe?” includes the topics: Holy, 
Tradition, the Bible, Councils, Liturgy, Iconography, Church Fathers and Creeds. Participants are asked to bring 
their catechisms Christ Our Pascha and A Stream of Living Water. Some books will be available for purchase. 
This series of courses on various topics of Eastern Christian Spirituality will enrich adults who want to deepen 
their faith as well as prepare catechists (or potential catechists) who will pass on their faith and tradition to those 
whom they encounter. Students will be introduced to key concepts such as the meaning of faith, the nature of 
revelation, the analogy of faith, and the awareness of Church as a “mystery.” 

This Catechist Formation Program will assist the catechist as the one who receives and responds to the call of 
Jesus Christ to share the light of faith with others. To be effective in this work, the catechist must understand, 
love, live and proclaim the Gospel message with conviction and enthusiasm. 

The formation of the catechist has a three-fold propose: to provide for the catechist’s own spiritual growth; to 
increase the theological knowledge out of which one catechizes; to expand skills in teaching methods through 
study and practice. Since the Trinity is the source and enabler of all catechesis, prayer is an integral part of 
anyone’s formation. 

Presenter(s) 

Sister Ann Laszok, OSBM is a Sister of the Order of St. Basil the Great and a member of the 
community’s General Council. Currently Sister Ann serves as the Director of Religious education for the 
Eparchy of St. Josephat in Parma, OH, a position which she has held since 1988. She holds a Master’s 
Degree in Religious Studies and Pastoral Counseling from Fordham University.

Registration 

The program will be offered in two course meetings over a period of four days, the first two days in January, the 
second two in April. It will be live streamed if there are at least 15 participants. Please bring your own lunch. 

To register go to:  https://stbasils.com/program/what-do-we-believe/ 

Basilian Spirituality Center, 
Fox Chase Manor, PA
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5 PM

Donations received for Special Needs in Ukraine

Bishop Losten 2,000.00

Ngo Tuan & Daniel 1,000.00

Krafczek, Helen & Adam 1,000.00

Assumption B.V.M. Church-Perth Amboy 500.00

Anonymous 500.00

Fylypovych, Andrew & Christine 500.00

Killian, Fr. Anthony 370.00

Hodowanec Michael & Shirley Memory of Little Nick 300.00

Sayres, Edward & Nina 300.00

Misrener, Rev David 250.00

Holowinsky, Mary 250.00

St. Josaphat Trenton NJ 250.00

Koretsky Cynthia 200.00

Ferenchick, Carole & John 200.00

Fernchick, Michael 200.00

Guertler, Vera 200.00

Gregory J. Peda 150.00

Samilo Russel & Linda 100.00

Stek Ann Marie 100.00

Kalagher, Richard & Nadia 100.00

Polyniak, Rebecca & Jeffrey 100.00

Myroslava Jacklitsch 100.00

Makar, Rev. Paul & Anna 100.00

Hewko Christine 75.00

Brenycz, Eugene 50.00

Christine Kiliany 50.00

Manwiller, Donald & Patricia 50.00

Lesyk Lubov 50.00

Billow, Bruce & Renee 40.00

Suchoza David & Maria 25.00

Pagnotti Helen 25.00

Mary Gruzda 25.00

Anonymous 20.00

George & Mary Shade 5.00

9,185.00

9,185.00

9,185.00

"Special Stories of Special People" is 
the name of a photo project organized 
by the Leasure Center for Youth with 
Special Needs, an affiliate of Caritas 
Ukraine in Lviv. On Wednesday, 
January 3, there was a presentation 
of the project to the public at Andrey 
Sheptytsky Center at the Ukrainian 
Catholic University in Lviv. It was 
extremely well received by all.

Metropolitan Stefan Soroka and 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia supports 
fully the Leasure Center spiritually and 
financially. Thanks to many generous 
donations made the faithful of the 
Archeparchy we were able to help 
their annual budget for 2018 with a 
donation of $8,000. This donation is 
not single or short term. Mrs. Mariya 
Chuchman, Mrs. Natalya Zahayko 
and Father Roman Roman Babiy 
are doing a marvelous job with the 
students and help them to feel as full 
members of the Church, community 
and family. We thank them for their 
dedicated and hard work! God bless!

Bishop Rabiy at the presentation
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Northampton, PA during the Christmas Season
On Saturday, December 9, 2017, St 
John’s Northampton held their annual 
St Nicholas Breakfast for the children 
of the parish.  This breakfast is always 
organized by Nadine Harbove and her 
very talented Team of Helpers: Kelsey 
Rimsky, Felicia Dana, Paige Card, 
Nick Ellis, Cory Sterling, Cheyenne 
Tilley, Paulette Williams and Mary 
Hochmiller.  Karen Kucharik organized 
and wrapped gifts for each child and 
St. Nicholas spoke to each and every 
child and presented them with a gift. 
(Peter Krywczuk served as the liaison to 
St. Nicholas.)

On Tuesday, December 5, 2017, Father John 
Seniw gave a lesson to the Religious Education 
Students at St John’s in Northampton PA – 
explaining the story of St Nicholas to them.  The 
children thanked Father John 
by singing “the traditional 
Ukrainian folk song in honor 
of St. Nicholas”
 
Father John gave each of 
the children chocolate coins 
and a prayer book.

On Tuesday, December 
12, 2017, the St John’s 
Northampton Religious 
Education Students 
performed our Annual 
Christmas Play. The 
play was led by Andrea 
Neagle and the Religious 
Education Teachers. 

Parents, Grandparents 
and Siblings attended the 
play at St John’s Church. 
The children sang 
traditional Christmas 

Fr. John Seniw

Songs in English and Ukrainian. After the play everyone was invited for drinks and cookies. It was the 
perfect way to begin the Christmas Holiday.
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Holiday Candlelight Tour in Phoenixville, PA
Ss. Peter & Paul Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Phoenixville 
was invited to be a part of the 
annual Phoenixville Holiday 
Candlelight Tour. As the first 
stop of the tour, luminaries 
paved the way to the 
beautifully decorated church. 
More than 200 people came 
to admire the beauty of the 
icons and the interior of the 
church. Nadine Hilvack- 
Hoepti, a parishioner and 
violinist, played Christmas 
music to the visitors’ 
enjoyment. Parishioners 
who were hosts/hostesses 
provided information about 
the icons, traditions, and 
the liturgy. It was a great 
opportunity to showcase our 
beautiful Ukrainian Church in 
Phoenixville.

Fr. Ihor Royik in Phoenixville, PA (Photo from parish Facebook page)

PRELENTEN PORK AND SAUERKRAUT DINNER - SCRANTON

Father Myron Myronyuk and his parish family of Scranton’s St. Vladimir Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
cordially invite you to join us for our annual Pre-Lenten PORK & SAUERKRAUT/ KAPUSTA DINNER on 
Sunday, February 4, 2018, beginning at 12:15pm at St. Vladimir Parish Center, 428 North Seventh Avenue 
- between West Lackawanna Avenue and West Linden Street. 

Menu: slow roasted pork loin, gravy, Ukrainian kapusta (sweet and sour cabbage), 
mashed potatoes, vegetable, bread and rolls, dessert, coffee, tea, beverages.Adults 
$13.00; Students $8.00 (age 6-12); Age 5 and under free. Advance reservations 
for both sit-down and take-out are required and can be made with Maria B. at 
570 503-1514 no later than Tuesday, January 30th . Take-outs available between 
11:30 a.m. and 12 noon only. 

Door prizes will be awarded along with a 50/50 drawing.
 
Pierogy Sale

Also, Scranton’s St. Vladimir Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church winter homemade pierogy sale will take 
place on Saturday, January 20, 2018 from 2:00pm to 6:00pm at the parish center, 428 North Seventh 
Avenue. Cost is $7.00 per dozen. Advance orders can be placed no later than Tuesday, January 16 by 
calling Leslie I. at 570 342-3749.
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CHRISTMAS PROGRAM AND SAINT NICHOLAS VISIT IN 
READING, PA

On December 16, the 
children of the Nativity 
of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Parish in Reading, 
PA, delighted the faithful 
with a presentation of 
the Twelve Dishes of 
Ukrainian Christmas Eve 
Holy Supper!  They also 
sang three Christmas 
carols beautifully, 
including Boh Predvichni 
in Ukrainian and English!  
In return, the children 
and the entire parish 
were blessed with a 
visit from Saint Nicholas 
himself!  Saint Nicholas 
told the children stories 
about himself and 
brought smiles to their 
faces with gifts and 
goodies that he handed 
out!  The Reading parish 
was especially honored 

Bishop Rabiy, St. Nicholas, and the children of Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Reading, PA

to be in the presence of two bishops since Saint Nicholas joined the church's pastor, Bishop Andriy Rabiy, 
at the Christmas program!  Truly an honor for everyone!

“Food and Clothing Collection for the Needy” - Swarthmore, PA

Holy Myrrh-Bearers Eastern Catholic Church has made our “Food & Clothing Collection for the Needy” 
a permanent ministry of the Parish.  Anyone wishing to donate any canned or boxed, non-perishable 
food items, good cold-weather clothing, unused personal items such as toiletries such as toothpaste, 
tooth brushes, wet wipes liquid hand soap and sanitizer, shampoo, deodorant and the like, should 
bring them to the Church on any Saturday between 4:00 pm. and 6:00 pm. or on Sunday between 
9:00 am and noon or use the convenient drop-off box at the entrance to the Educational Center 
anytime during the week.  We are located at 900 Fairview Road in Swarthmore/Ridley Township.  
Given the harsh economic conditions currently being experienced, we appreciate anyone’s help in this 
worthwhile effort.  Please help us help, if you can!

Pierogie Sale

Also Holy Myrrh-Bearers Church, 900 Fairview Rd, Swarthmore, PA 19081 is selling pierogies for $8 a 
dozen.  Please call 610-544-1215 or e-mail them for more information at HMBCHURCH@Verizon.net



Save The Date 2018 
 
JANUARY 14   ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF UKRAINIAN CHRISTMAS CAROLS, 3:00 PM UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL  
  OF THE IMMACULATE  CONCEPTION, PHILADELPHIA 
 
FEBRUARY 12  GREAT FAST BEGINS (GREGORIAN CALENDAR)    DAY OF STRICT FAST/A GIFT OF RENEWAL OF FAITH IN 

YOUR PARISH  
 
MARCH 25   PALM SUNDAY – DISTRIBUTION OF BLESSED PUSSY WILLOWS IN PARISHES, FAITHFUL ANOINTED.  
 
MARCH 30   GOOD FRIDAY –EXPOSITION OF THE HOLY SHROUD IN PARISHES – A MUST TO  PARTICIPATE AND 

VENERATE 
 
APRIL 1   EASTER SUNDAY (GREGORIAN CALENDAR)    RESURRECTION MATINS AND DIVINE LITURGY –  

YOU DARE NOT MISS!  
 
APRIL 8  EASTER SUNDAY (JULIAN CALENDAR) 
 
APRIL 27-28   ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS, PHILADELPHIA 
 
MAY 13  MOTHER’S DAY.  OFFERING THANKSGIVING FOR YOUR MOTHER IN PRAYER AT CHURCH  
 
JULY 29  84TH ANNUAL SEMINARY UKRAINIAN DAY, SOUTH ANTHRACITE DEANERY AT MINERSVILLE, PA  

11:00 AM HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY FOLLOWED BY FESTIVAL FEATURING UKRAINIAN FOLK  
DANCERS, LIVE DANCE MUSIC, UKRAINIAN FOODS, CRAFTS AND VENDORS 

 
AUGUST 12  ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE OF DORMITION OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, SLOATSBURG, NY, HOSTED BY THE 

SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE  
 
AUGUST 26  3RD ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE AT ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

CHURCH, CENTRALIA, PA  
 
SEPT. 17-20   UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CLERGY OF PHILADELPHIA RETREAT, LONG BRANCH, NJ  
 
SEPT. 20-22  CONGRESS OF EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES ON DIACONATE, SCRANTON, PA. 
 
SEPT. 30   100TH ANNIVERSARY ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, BETHLEHEM, PA. 
 
OCTOBER 7  ARCHIEPARCHIAL PILGRIMAGE OF FEAST OF PROTECTION OF MOTHER OF GOD, MONASTERY  
  GROUNDS OF THE ORDER OF SISTERS OF ST. BASIL, FOX CHASE, PA.   DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM;  
  MOLEBEN AT 4:00 PM  
 
OCTOBER 28   100TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. VLADIMIR UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, PALMERTON, PA. 
 
DECEMBER 9   ANNUAL DIVINE LITURGY OF THANKSGIVING FOR BENEFACTORS OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA, UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION, PHILADELPHIA. 

 
DECEMBER 9   PRAZNYK OR FEAST DAY OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION,  
  PHILADELPHIA. 
 
DECEMBER 25 CHRISTMAS - NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST.   YOUR PRAYERFUL PARTICIPATION  
  IN THE DIVINE LITURGY IS YOUR BEST GIFT TO JESUS, TO YOURSELF AND TO OTHERS! 

JANUARY 14, 2018  24



JANUARY 14, 2018  25

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON HELD
Fr. Paul Wolensky, 
Pastor of St. Vladimir 
Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church in 
Edwardsville, PA, 
enjoyed Christmas 
fellowship with 
the good ladies 
and friends of St 
Vladimir's Women's 
Society, on Tuesday, 
December 19th, at 
Andy Perugino's 
Italian Restaurant in 
Luzerne, PA. Fr. Paul 
commented, "We 
truly appreciate 
our Ladies and all 
they do on behalf 
of our church. They 
are definitely our 
"Myrrh Bearing 
Women!" May God 
bless and repay 

Pictured are (L-R): Back Row - Mary Richelmi, Marie Nelson, Anne 
Bugdonovitch, Jeanne Peters. Front Row - Cathy Orrson, Fr Paul, 
Dorothy Jamula, Christine Schooley.   Absent (but definitely with us 
in spirit) were: Olga Morgenfruh, Rose Szish, Mariya Palashchuk, 
Andrea Umlah, and Mary Kachmarsky.

their love and sacrifices for our church! They are part of the reason that St. Vladimir's is thankful to still 
be a Vibrant Parish, where one can encounter the Living Christ."

A festive luncheon prepared by Perugino's Chef was enjoyed by everyone, after which a business 
meeting took place under the leadership of Women's Society President Dorothy Jamula. Old business 
from 2017 was discussed, including acknowledgement and gratitude 
for the recent successful Christmas Pyrohy Sale, which brought in a 
profit to the parish of over $7,800 to help with monthly expenses.

Fr. Paul discussed his prospectus for a comprehensive parish planning 
schedule for 2018, to include as many spiritual, fellowship, and 
fundraising activities as possible.

The meeting concluded with prayers and blessings for Christmas and 
the New Year. Everyone present received a St. Nicholas gift of a 
newly published booklet of Prayers for Eastern Catholics in English.



Save the Dates for Volunteering in Ukraine

Come and serve with 
the Sisters of St. Basil in 
their ministry to Ukraine's 
needy. This coming 
year’s Basilian Volunteer 
Program will take place 
from May 27 to June 15, 
2018.

This year’s English 
catechetical camps will 
be held in Drohobych 
from May 27, 2018 to 
June 1, in Ivano-Frankivsk 
from  June 3 - June 8, 
visiting orphanages that 
same week June 3 - June 
8 and in Mukachevo 
from June 10 - June 15, 
2018.

Last year the program 
served 150 children 
in three different area 
camps and many other 

children in 8 orphanages, 
psychiatric institutions, 
halfway houses, etc. 
Join the Sisters as they 
continue their annual 
ministry of evangelization 
and bringing support 
and comfort to the needy 
of Ukraine.

Sister Ann Laszok, OSBM 
and Sister Joann Sosler, 
OSBM together with 
the accepted applicants 
will collaborate with 
the Sisters, priests and 
seminarians of Ukraine 
to provide  Berlitz style 
English camps as well 
as continue bringing  
financial support to the 
orphanages. 

Volunteers provide their 
own airfare to Lviv and 

the Sisters provide room, 
board and transportation 
within Ukraine.

For an application and 
additional  information 
for Come and Serve with 
the Sisters in Ukraine 
contact Sr. Ann Laszok 
OSBM at srannl@aol.
com or 412-260-1607. 

Numbers are limited so 
please apply early.

Anyone wishing to help 
the Sisters financially 
please contact Sr. 
Dorothy Ann Busowski, 
OSBM at 710 Fox Chase 
Rd. Jenkintown, PA 
19046 

Bishop Paul Chomnycky, Eparch of 
Stamford, and the Sisters Servants of 
Mary Immaculate, joyfully announce 

that His Beatitude, Patriarch 
Sviatoslav Shevchuk will preside at 

the 64th Holy Dormition Pilgrimage 
in Sloatsburg, NY 

on August 11-12, 2018.  

Details for the upcoming pilgrimage 
will be in future issues of the diocesan 

newspapers.
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Theophany one of the great feasts for Eastern Christian churches

BY JOHN E. USALIS / 
JANUARY 6, 2018

SHENANDOAH — 
Today marks the Feast 
of the Theophany of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and 
Eastern Rite Catholic 
and Orthodox churches 
will celebrate the 
manifestation of God in 
the world, with special 
focus on the Baptism of 
Jesus Christ by St. John 
the Baptist.

For western Christianity, 
today is an important 
day as those churches 
celebrate the Feast of 
the Epiphany when the 
Magi visited Jesus in 
Bethlehem.

Theophany of Our 
Lord is a major feast in 
Eastern Christianity, with 
only Pascha (Easter) and 
Pentecost considered 
greater on the liturgical 
calendar. The importance 
of Christ’s baptism is 
described in the Gospels 
of Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and John and is the 
first manifestation of the 
Holy Trinity to mankind. 
Theophany comes 
from the Greek word, 
“theophania,” which 
means “appearance of 
God” or “manifestation 
of God.” Theophany 
is the first feast in 
the Christian church 
before Christmas was 
introduced as a separate 

Msgr. Grabowsky incenses three containers of  water on 
Theophany.  (Photo: John Usalis)

feast, according to St. 
John Chrysostom.

In addition to Jesus’ 
baptism, Theophany 
traditionally included the 
Nativity, the wedding 
feast at Cana, the visit 
by the Magi and the 
presentation of Jesus in 
the Temple as a child, all 
of which indicate in some 
way the manifestation of 
God on Earth.

St. Michael Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in 
Shenandoah celebrated 
the vigil of the feast on 
Friday evening with the 
Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 
the Great, which is only 
celebrated 10 times per 
year on special days on 
the liturgical calendar. 
The more common 
Divine Liturgy during the 

year is that of St. John 
Chrysostom.

The celebrant was 
Monsignor Myron 
Grabowsky, pastor, who 
spoke on the baptism of 
Jesus in the Jordan River.
“So what do we have 
today? Today we see 
Jesus coming to St. John 
the Baptist, who is his 
cousin, and saying that 
he must be baptized by 
John,” Grabowsky said 
in his homily, explaining 
that John was reluctant 
since he knew who Jesus 
was and should be 
baptized by Jesus.

“Jesus told John that 
he needed to do this, 
and John showed his 
obedience and did what 
he was instructed to do,” 
Grabowsky said. “One of 

beautiful aspects of this 
feast is the manifestation 
of the glory of God. It 
manifests that Jesus is the 
son of God. It manifests 
the voice of the father, 
and it manifests the Holy 
Spirit as a dove. It shows 
there is one God and 
three divine persons.”

An important part of 
the feast is the blessing 
of holy water called 
“Jordan Water,” which 
signifies Jesus’ baptism 
in the Jordan River.

At the end of the 
Divine Liturgy, the 
“Great Blessing of the 
Water on Theophany” 
was conducted by 
Grabowsky. Three large 
containers of water were 

(continued on next page)
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set up near the icon 
wall (iconostasis). After 
they were incensed, the 
blessing rite began. Also 
participating were three 
men who held lighted 
trikiri, which is three 
candles joined together 
at the base.

Grabowsky said the 
prayers and readings, 
and then took each trikiri, 
one at a time, made the 
sign of the cross with 
them over the water 
three times, and then 
immersed the lighted 
ends into the water. The 

extinguished candles 
were handed back to 
the candle bearers. 
After another prayer, 
Grabowski leaned over 
the containers and blew 
upon the water three 
times in the form of a 
cross. He later immersed 
his hand into the water 
and moved it in the sign 
of the cross, after which 
he made the sign of the 
cross with an ornate 
cross, held the cross with 
both hands and then 
plunged it into the water 
three times.

Theophany one of the great feasts for Eastern Christian churches

When the blessing was 
completed, he drank 
some of the Jordan 
Water, then filled small 
cups and handed them to 
the trikiri holders to drink. 
Grabowski then walked 
through the church to 
bless the congregation 
with the holy water, and 
went through the church 
and blessed it.

As the service ended, 
the faithful kissed a cross 
and were anointed with 
holy oil and went to 
the baptismal font with 
containers to take some 

blessed water home. 
In some cases, people 
drank some water as 
they left the church, a 
common tradition, as 
is getting some of the 
floating candle wax in 
their containers to take 
home.

http://republicanherald.
com/news/theophany-
one-of-the-great-feasts-
for-eastern-chr is t ian-
churches-1.2287510

“Be merciful, as your Father is merciful” (Lk. 6, 36)

Rev. Wasyl Kharuk, 
“Missionaries
of Mercy” 

Representative 
of the Ukrainian 

Catholic 
Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia

January 14, 2018  

Dear friends, we now 
put away the joy of 
Christ’s birth and 
Baptism and begin to 
move toward the time 
of repentance.

The first part of this 
journey begins with 
the Sunday of the 
Zacchaeus.  Think 
about Zacchaeus.  
The Gospel tells us – 
he was a little person, 
maybe even peculiar, 
and if that was not 

bad enough - he was 
a tax collector, which 
means that he worked 
for the government that 
was not of his native 
people, but of a foreigner 
conqueror.

Worst of all, he took 
money away from the 
rich and from the poor.

Who would want to call 
this man a friend? Who 
would want to visit his 
home? Who would even 
think of having supper 
with him?

Only one. That One - is 
Jesus Christ.

Friends, Jesus does not 
see a person’s size, color, 
gender or nationality. He 
does not see a sinner or 
saint, or rich person or 
poor person. He only 
sees a brother or sister 
whom he loves.

May we too be blessed 
with eyes full of mercy 
just as Jesus’s eyes are 
full of compassion and 
mercy. Amen.
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Mother of Fr. Taras Lonchyna and Bishop Hlib Lonchyna 
enters eternity

On December 18, 2017, Orysia Lonchyna, aged 94, passed away. Beloved wife of the late Bohdan;
Dearest mother of Maria (Bohdan) Lisowsky, Vassyl (Roksolana), Fr. Taras (Jaroslava), Bishop Hlib, and 
Natalia; and Grandmother of 9 grandchildren & 14 great grandchildren. 

The Funeral took place on Saturday, December 23, 2017at 10:00 am at St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Warren, MI.  

Orysia Chaykovska-Lonchyna (1923-2018)

ETERNAL MEMORY!

Orysia Chaykovska-Lonchyna was born on January 14, 1923 in 
Drohobych, Ukraine. Orysia was the beloved mother of BISHOP 
Hlib Lonchyna, Eparch of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of the Holy 
Family in Great Britain and V. Reverend Taras Lonchyna, pastor of St. 
Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church in Trenton, NJ and Protopresbyter 
of the New Jersey Deanery.

Orysia Chaykovska was born on January 14, 1923 in Drohobych, 
Ukraine. On March 26, 1944 she married her husband Bohdan 
Lonchyna  in the church of St. Nicholas.    A few days later the 
newly-wed couple had a private audience with Metropolitan Andrew 
Sheptytsky who bestowed his blessing upon them.   In November of 
1948 Orysia and her husband Bohdan  travelled to America and 
settled in Stamford, Connecticut.  In 1959 the Lonchyna family moved 
to Detroit, Michigan.

In 1985 her husband Bohdan died.   Orysia then went to live in Sterling Heights until 1999.  Afterwards, 
she went to live with her daughter, Natalia in Raleigh, NC.  The family travelled to Detroit in December of 
2012 to celebrate Orysia’s 90th birthday.  From June of 2013 to June of 2017 she lived with her daughter 
Marusia.

In June of 2017 Orysia moved to a dwelling for senior citizens, Garden of Hope, in Troy, Michigan.  It was 
from there that Orysia entered into eternity on December 18, 2017.

Orysia was a long-time member of Союз Українок Америки, Branch 45 and head of the Detroit Branch.  
She was also a member of the parish Marian organization at the Immaculate Conception Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Hamtramck, Michigan.

She was a devout and beloved mother, grandmother and great grandmother.  She is survived by 5 
children, 9 grandchildren and 14 great grandchildren and members of the family both here in America and 
also in Ukraine.  Orysia loved to pray and would often say:  “God is always looking after us.” And “We 
must always give thanks to God.”  She was buried alongside her husband of 41 years, Bohdan.

Our sympathy goes out to all members of her family, especially, Bishop Hlib and Father Taras.  May her 
memory be eternal!
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Zaccheus' Tree in Jericho

Zaccheus is one of the most famous and colorful characters in the Gospels, even though he only appears 
in Luke’s account (19:1-10).

In that Gospel, we hear of Jesus passing through Jericho. Zaccheus lived there, and he was “a chief tax 
collector and rich.” He was “trying to see who Jesus was” but was short, so he climbed “a sycamore tree” 
to see him as he passed by. Jesus stops and calls him down and invites himself to dinner at Zaccheus’ 
house—to the dismay of the people of Jericho—and the tax collector converts on the spot.

Jericho is the oldest continuously-inhabited city in the world. It sits at the edge of the Dead Sea valley, 846 
feet below sea-level. It is, literally, an oasis in the desert—a large spring there has fed that part of the valley 
for thousands of years, and is the only way people have survived there. 

The spring allowed cultivation of the soil and people grew date palms and other crops. Herod the Great 
enhanced the irrigation around Jericho and used it as a winter palace. It was a significant city in the region, 
politically and economically.

In Jesus’ time, Jericho was one of the only places in the region where balsam was produced. Balsam is a 
fragrant resin that comes from some shrubs—today, balsam is the base of the perfume used in holy Chrism 
oil. It was expensive to make, and a large source of wealth for Jericho.

Zaccheus is noted not only as a tax collector, but as the chief tax collector of this important city. Luke goes 
to great lengths to emphasize his wealth, explaining on top of it all that he was “rich.” The audience should 
have no confusion about this man’s status, in other words. Tax collectors were loathed because they acted 
as agents of the occupying Roman empire, and often over-collected to enrich themselves. If there was one 
man most people in Jericho despised, it was Zaccheus, and for good reason.

Yet of all the people in that city, Jesus chose to stay with Zaccheus. He sensed in the man a readiness 
for a change—what else explains the lengths he went to in order to glimpse Jesus? A man of such stature 
would have been mocked for doing something so childish as climb a tree, but Zaccheus had to see Jesus. 
Despite his past and the labels others placed on him, Jesus could see his desire and answered it. He does 
the same for us.

In Jericho today, there is a large, old sycamore 
tree that stands at a major intersection in town. It 
probably wasn’t alive in Jesus’ time—or if it was, 
it wouldn’t have been sturdy enough to hold a 
man—but local tradition claims it as Zaccheus’ tree. 
If nothing else, it gives visitors a concrete idea of 
what the scene might have looked like on that day 
when Jesus passed through the town and inspired a 
conversion.

h t tp : // fa i t h .nd .edu/s/1210/ fa i t h/ in te r io r .
aspx?sid=1210&gid=609&pgid=33723

This icon of Jesus meeting Zaccheus is 
found on the walls of a Romanian Orthodox 
monastery located in Jericho.
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POPE FRANCIS PRAYS FOR UKRAINE IN HIS 
CHRISTMAS APPEAL

25 December 2017

Pope Francis has prayed for the peace in Ukraine in his "Urbi et Orbi" blessing on Christmas Day.
"We see Jesus in children who, together with their families, suffer from the violence of the conflict in Ukraine 
and its grave humanitarian repercussions. We pray that the Lord may soon grant peace to this dear 
country,” Pope Francis said, the Vatican News reports.

The Pope also prayed specifically for children suffering the ravages of war and the vagaries of political 
and economic turmoil in countries around the world.

“As the winds of war are blowing in our world and an outdated model of development continues to 
produce human, societal and environmental decline, Christmas invites us to focus on the sign of the Child 
and to recognize him in the faces of little children," he said.

https://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/catholics/vatikan/69506

“URBI ET ORBI” MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
CHRISTMAS 2017

Central Loggia of the 
Vatican Basilica

Monday, 25 December 
2017

 
Dear Brothers and 
Sisters, Happy Christmas!

In Bethlehem, Jesus was 
born of the Virgin Mary.  
He was born, not by the 
will of man, but by the gift 
of the love of God our 
Father, who “so loved 
the world that he gave 
his only-begotten Son, 
that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life” (Jn 
3:16).

This event is renewed 

today in the Church, a 
pilgrim in time.  For the 
faith of the Christian 
people relives in the 
Christmas liturgy the 
mystery of the God who 
comes, who assumes our 
mortal human flesh, and 
who becomes lowly and 
poor in order to save 
us.  And this moves us 
deeply, for great is the 
tenderness of our Father.

The first people to see 
the humble glory of 
the Saviour, after Mary 
and Joseph, were the 
shepherds of Bethlehem.  
They recognized the sign 
proclaimed to them by 
the angels and adored 
the Child.  Those humble 
and watchful men are an 

example for believers of 
every age who, before 
the mystery of Jesus, 
are not scandalized by 
his poverty.  Rather, like 
Mary, they trust in God’s 
word and contemplate 
his glory with simple 
eyes.  Before the mystery 
of the Word made flesh, 
Christians in every place 
confess with the words of 
the Evangelist John: “We 
have beheld his glory, 
glory as of the only-
begotten Son from the 
Father, full of grace and 
truth” (Jn 1:14).

Today, as the winds of 
war are blowing in our 
world and an outdated 
model of development 
continues to produce 

human, societal and 
environmental decline, 
Christmas invites us to 
focus on the sign of the 
Child and to recognize 
him in the faces of little 
children, especially those 
for whom, like Jesus, 
“there is no place in the 
inn” (Lk 2:7).

We see Jesus in the 
children of the Middle 
East who continue to 
suffer because of growing 
tensions between Israelis 
and Palestinians.  On 
this festive day, let us ask 
the Lord for peace for 
Jerusalem and for all the 
Holy Land.  Let us pray 

(continued on next page)
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that the will to resume 
dialogue may prevail 
between the parties 
and that a negotiated 
solution can finally be 
reached, one that would 
allow the peaceful 
coexistence of two States 
within mutually agreed 
and internationally 
recognized borders.  
May the Lord also 
sustain the efforts of all 
those in the international 
community inspired by 
good will to help that 
afflicted land to find, 
despite grave obstacles 
the harmony, justice and 
security that it has long 
awaited.

We see Jesus in the faces 
of Syrian children still 
marked by the war that, 
in these years, has caused 
such bloodshed in that 
country.  May beloved 
Syria at last recover 
respect for the dignity 
of every person through 
a shared commitment 
to rebuild the fabric of 
society, without regard 
for ethnic and religious 
membership.  We see 
Jesus in the children 
of Iraq, wounded and 
torn by the conflicts that 
country has experienced 
in the last fifteen years, 
and in the children of 
Yemen, where there is an 
ongoing conflict that has 

been largely forgotten, 
with serious humanitarian 
implications for its 
people, who suffer from 
hunger and the spread 
of diseases.

We see Jesus in the 
children of Africa, 
especially those who are 
suffering in South Sudan, 
Somalia, Burundi, 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Central African 
Republic and Nigeria.
We see Jesus in the 
children worldwide 
wherever peace and 
security are threatened 
by the danger of tensions 
and new conflicts.  Let us 
pray that confrontation 
may be overcome on the 
Korean peninsula and 
that mutual trust may 
increase in the interest 
of the world as a whole.  
To the Baby Jesus we 
entrust Venezuela that 
it may resume a serene 
dialogue among the 
various elements of 
society for the benefit 
of all the beloved 
Venezuelan people.  We 
see Jesus in children 
who, together with their 
families, suffer from 
the violence of the 
conflict in Ukraine and 
its grave humanitarian 
repercussions; we pray 
that the Lord may soon 
grant peace to this dear 

country.

We see Jesus in the 
children of unemployed 
parents who struggle 
to offer their children 
a secure and peaceful 
future.  And in those 
whose childhood has 
been robbed and who, 
from a very young age, 
have been forced to 
work or to be enrolled as 
soldiers by unscrupulous 
mercenaries. 

We see Jesus in the 
many children forced to 
leave their countries to 
travel alone in inhuman 
conditions and who 
become an easy target 
for human traffickers.  
Through their eyes we 
see the drama of all 
those forced to emigrate 
and risk their lives to face 
exhausting journeys that 
end at times in tragedy.  
I see Jesus again in the 
children I met during my 
recent visit to Myanmar 
and Bangladesh, and 
it is my hope that the 
international community 
will not cease to work 
to ensure that the dignity 
of the minority groups 
present in the region is 
adequately protected.  
Jesus knows well the pain 
of not being welcomed 
and how hard it is not 
to have a place to lay 

one’s head.  May our 
hearts not be closed as 
they were in the homes 
of Bethlehem.

Dear Brothers and 
Sisters,

The sign of Christmas 
has also been revealed 
to us: “a baby wrapped 
in swaddling clothes” (Lk 
2:12).  Like the Virgin 
Mary and Saint Joseph, 
like the shepherds of 
Bethlehem, may we 
welcome in the Baby 
Jesus the love of God 
made man for us.  
And may we commit 
ourselves, with the help 
of his grace, to making 
our world more human 
and more worthy for the 
children of today and of 
the future.
_____________________
I offer a warm greeting 
to all of you, dear 
brothers and sisters from 
throughout the world 
gathered here in this 
Square, and to all those 
who in various countries 
are joined to us by radio, 
television and other 
communications media.

May the birth of Christ 
the Saviour renew hearts, 
awaken the desire to 
build a future of greater 
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fraternity and solidarity, 
and bring joy and hope 
to everyone.  Happy 

“URBI ET ORBI” MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
CHRISTMAS 2017

(continued from previous page)

Christmas!
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May this year 2018 be the Year of God’s grace, said 
Patriarch of the UGCC

1 January 2018

May this New Year 
become the year of 
God's grace, God's 
power, so that we 
understand that when 
we do good, this good 
helps us. Therefore, do 
good and avoid evil.

This was stated by 
Patriarch Sviatoslav of 
the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church on the 
air of the interactive 
program “Open 
Church”, which on the 
eve of New Year was 
broadcast by Channel 
5, the Department of 
Information of the UGCC 
reports.

The head of the UGCC 
extended his wishes 
to Ukraine and all the 
citizens of our country: 
“May the Lord bless our 
Ukraine, our citizens, all 
those who are struggling 
today for our future.”

“My thoughts are focused 

today on those who 
suffer in the occupied 
territories, on those who 
are in captivity and still 
expect liberation. My 
thoughts are with our 
warriors, who stand on 
the front and protect our 
New Year and at the 
cost of their own lives 
and health, give us a 

new opportunity to build 
our future,” the Patriarch 
said.

“I wish all of you the 
blissful holiday of the 
Nativity of Christ, to which 
we are approaching and 
the happy and God-
blessed New Year!” the 
Head of the UGCC said. 

h t t p s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
communi ty/re l ig ion_
and_society/69564/

francesco_20171225_
urbi-et-orbi-natale.html



DURING THE FIRST MASS OF 2018 IN THE VATICAN, 
PRAYER INTENTIONS WERE VOICED IN UKRAINIAN

2 January 2018

On the first day of the New Year, 2018, at 10:00 AM Roman time, the Ecumenical Hierarch, Pope Francis 
led the Mass at the Basilica of Holy Apostle Peter, starting the New Year with God's blessing for the whole 
world, and also celebrating the 51st World Peace Day that is devoted to migrants and refugees this year.
During the Holy Mass in Ukrainian, a prayerful intention for the poor and needy was said in Ukrainian: 
“May the Lord, through the intercession of the holy angels, visit them with His consolation and fill them with 
the fullness of His gifts.”

Sister Teresa Bezpalko from the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate read the prayerful intention. It was 
reported by Radio Vatican.

https://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/catholics/vatikan/69567

Photos:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fw8UG2RPi_o

His Beatitude Sviatoslav shared Holy Supper with the 
families of deceased soldiers

Sunday, 07 January 
2018
 
Jan 6, 2018 on the 
Eve of Nativity of Christ 
Our Lord His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav shared a 
meal with families of 
deceased soldiers, who 
arrived from different 
parts of Ukraine to join a 
common Christmas Eve 
at Patriarchal Cathedral 
of Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 

Together with His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav 
the supper was joined 
by bishop-auxiliary 
of Kyiv Archeparchy 
bishop Josef Milyan, 
Andriy Vaskovych, 
president of “Caritas 
Ukraine”, Fr. Roman 
Syrotych, principal of 
“Caritas Kyiv”, head of 
UGCC Department for 
Chaplaincy, Fr. Lyubomyr 
Yavorskyi.

(continued on next page)
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More than 100 people 
took part in this evening. 
It was organized by 
the Department of 
Chaplaincy and “Caritas 
Kyiv”.

Before starting a dinner 
all the present ones 
prayed Panakhyda for 
deceased soldiers.

The Holy Supper started 
with a common prayer 
and greeting word of His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav who 
expressed an enormous 
joy for having an 
opportunity on the Eve 
of Nativity to be present 
there. “This year for the 
first time I wanted to sing 
carols with those, who, 
probably, might have the 
roughest times – families 
of the deceased soldiers, 
who gave their lives for 
freedom of Ukraine. 
These are mothers, 
parents, wives, children 
of those warriors who are 
no longer with us”, said 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav.
After sharing Christmas 
prosphora with everyone, 
Head of Church wished 
all the present happy 
holidays with giving his 
blessings.

As usual, Holy Supper 
consisted of traditional 
dishes: kutia, varenyky, 
borsch, fish and 
holubtsi, mushroom 

meals. Everything was 
accompanied by loud 
and jubilant carols.

Christmas Eve was 
especially elevated by 
band “Ukrayinski Barvy” 
(Ukrainian Colors) and 
choir of Patriarchal 
Cathedral, who, with 
their beautiful carols 
glorified a Newborn 
Christ. Special thanks go 
to Oksana Stebelska, 
who managed the feast 
in an excellent way.

By the meeting was 
finished, His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav presented 
personally everyone a 
rosary and some gifts.

“We would like to thank 
all people of a good 
will who contributed 
to this Holy Supper be 
prepared. We thank the 
volunteers and workers 
of Caritas, Department 
for Military Chaplaincy, 
Knights of Columbus, 
“Ukrainian Colors” band, 
choir of Patriarchal 
Cathedral and everyone 
who helped to execute 
this celebration. Owing 
to this kind of event, 
families of the deceased 
soldiers can feel that 
there is someone who 
is ready to support 
them, who don’t stay 
indifferent to their grief”, 
the organizers point out.

His Beatitude Sviatoslav shared Holy Supper with the 
families of deceased soldiers

(continued from previous page)
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Press service of “Caritas 
Kyiv”

http://news.ugcc.ua/en/
photo/his_beatitude_

s v i a t o s l a v _ s h a r e d _
holy_supper_with_the_
families_of_deceased_
soldiers_81484.html



Pope Francis in the letter to the Head of UGCC: "I sincerely 
ask for peace and mercy for beloved Ukraine"
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Monday, 08 January 
2018

I would like to tell you 
that I am together with 
you, that in my prayers 
and in everything I bring 
to God everyday, you 
have a special place. 
In particular, in serving 
Holy Mysteries of Christ 
and in bringing broken 
Bread and poured-
out Cup, those lives 
which are broken with 
hatred and that blood 
which is constantly 
spilled because of 
hostility among people 
in many parts of the 
world, I sincerely beg 
the resurrected Lord for 
joy and peace for my 
beloved Ukraine. 

This was written by Holy 
Father Francis, the Pope 
of Rome, in a special 
letter to the Father and 
Head of the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
and all the faithful 
Greek Catholics. The 
letter was read  in the 
Patriarchal Cathedral of 
Resurrection of Christ in 
Kyiv on Christmas during 
the Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy. 

In his letter the Pope 
Francis noted first of all 
that he with pleasure had 

received a letter from his 
Beatitude Sviatoslav after 
the Synod of Bishops of 
the UGCC which took 
place in Briukhovychi  
in September last year. 
"Your words reminded me 
about your predecessor, 
of blessed memory 
Cardinal Lubomyr 
(Husar). I believe we all 
have to be grateful to 
God for his life, given 
away till the end, even 
in not less valuable and 
fruitful time of his illness, 
when he went on praying 
for his Church and his 
people. His evidence is 
also an encouragement 
to responsibility so 
that we, with faithful 
generosity responded 
to the example of the 
shepherds, whom Christ 
granted to us and who 
had lived by the desire 
of His Heart," shared in 
his letter the Holy Father.

Pope Francis observed 
in the letter that he was 
moved by the expressions 
of love and care with 
which the Head of the 
UGCC spoke to him 
about the importance of 
the Liturgy and praying. 
"Actually, a pastor can 
not get tired to pray 
daily and give away his 
life, rising to the altar 
and descending from it 
in order to meet God's 

people, be together with 
them, never giving up, 
never sparing efforts to 
help them understand the 
spiritual art to trust God 
in any circumstances, 
Who never disappoints 
the expectations of His 
faithful," writes the Pope.

Writing about Christmas, 
Pope Francis noted 
that it is the holiday of 
light which shines in 
the darkness. "This is a 
mystery of divine light 
which shines through the 
night: it doesn't shorten 
it, nor enlightens it 
completely, but begins a 
new dawn  – a dawn, in 
which God starts dwelling 
in our obscure story. May 
His tenderness warm 
our hearts and enliven 
hope, may His disarming 
simplicity lit the desire 

of reconciliation and 
peace, and His tireless 
love -  brings about a 
desire to start anew and 
forgive,"  wished the 
Holy Father.

The UGCC Department 
for Information  

h t t p : / / n e w s . u g c c .
ua/en/news/pope_
francis_in_the_letter_
t o _ t h e _ h e a d _ o f _
u g c c _ i _ s i n c e r e l y _
ask_for_peace_and_
mercy_for_beloved_
ukraine_81482.html



POPE FRANCIS WILL VISIT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 
ST. SOPHIA CATHEDRAL IN ROME

12 January 2018 

In a sign of his concern 
for one of the world’s 
most chronic, and often 
neglected, conflict zones, 
Pope Francis will travel 
cross-town in Rome on 
Sunday, Jan. 28, to visit 
the Basilica of Santa 
Sofia and meet the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
community which worships 
there, in what served for 
decades as their “Mother 
Church” during the period 
of Soviet domination in 
Ukraine, Crux informs.

The Vatican announced 
the pope’s visit on 
Friday, saying it comes in 
response to an invitation 
by Archbishop Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk, the leader 
of the Greek Catholic 
Church in Ukraine, and an 
old friend of Francis’s from 
the time Shevchuk served 
as Apostolic Administrator 
of a Greek Catholic 
diocese in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. 

While in the basilica, 
Pope Francis will visit the 
crypt of Bishop Stepan 
Chmil, a Salesian Greek 
Catholic who was once a 
missionary in Argentina, 
and a figure to whom 
Shevchuk said Pope 
Francis is “especially 
close.”

Patriarch Shevchuk said 
that the visit is also a sign 

of the pope’s pastoral 
attention to immigrants.
The visit “is a sign 
of solidarity with the 
Ukrainian people, the 
victim of the war in Donbas 
[eastern Ukraine], and a 
manifestation of closeness 
to Ukrainian migrants 
in Italy, for whom the 
Basilica of Santa Sofia 
represents their home and 
a symbol of their native 
land,” he said.

In Italy, Shevchuk said 
there are roughly 17,000 
people who attend 
Greek Catholic services 
each Sunday, with 145 
communities and 62 
priests serving them.
Although Friday’s Vatican 
statement did not provide 
any reason for the timing 
of the pope’s Jan. 28 
visit, it’s well-known 
that the Greek Catholic 
community in Ukraine 
has been deeply affected 
by the long-simmering 
conflict in the eastern 
part of the country that 
pits government forces 
against Russian-backed 
separatists, which over 
the past three years is 
believed to have left 
10,000 people dead and 
sparked a humanitarian 
crisis.

In addition to Greek 
Catholic efforts to 
participate in relief 
efforts for the affected 
populations, the church 

has long identified 
itself with the Ukrainian 
nationalist cause, seeing 
a Ukraine independent 
of Russian domination 
as the best guarantee of 
pluralism and democracy, 
including the rights of 
religious minorities in the 
country.

In the wake of the pope’s 
remark, Shevchuk issued 
a statement saying the 
pope’s description of the 
conflict was “particularly 
painful for all the people 
in Ukraine.”

Francis has reached out 
to Greek Catholics on 
multiple occasions, and 
has also continued to 
voice concern for the 
conflict in Ukraine.

Most recently, Francis 
touched on Ukraine in 
his annual speech to 
diplomats accredited to 
the Vatican on Jan. 8.

“A shared commitment 
to rebuilding bridges is 

also urgent in Ukraine,” 
the pope said. “The year 
that just ended reaped 
new victims in the conflict 
that afflicts the country, 
continuing to bring 
great suffering to the 
population, particularly 
to families who live in 
areas affected by the war 
and have lost their loved 
ones, not infrequently the 
elderly and children.”

Rome’s Basilica of Santa 
Sofia was built in the 
late 1960s at the request 
of Cardinal Josyf Slipyj, 
the then-leader of the 
Greek Catholic Church 
who had spent twenty 
years in a Soviet gulag. 
It served until 1991 as 
the “Mother Church” for 
Greek Catholics while the 
Cathedral of St. George 
in L’viv, their traditional 
center, was under the 
control of the Russian 
Orthodox.

https://risu.org.ua/en/
index/all_news/catholics/
vatikan/69695
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Pope Francis offers advice on how to start 2018

Monday, 1 January 2018

The Pope recommended leaving behind 'all sorts of useless baggage.'

Pope Francis is advising people to jettison life’s “useless baggage” in 2018, avoiding the 
“banality of consumerism” and “empty chatter.”

Francis offered his reflections on how to savor the real meaning of life as he celebrated New 
Year’s Day Mass in St Peter’s Basilica.

His recipe for getting down to the essentials includes setting aside a moment of silence daily 
to be with God.

He said doing so would help “keep our freedom from being corroded by the banality of 
consumerism, the blare of commercials, the stream of empty words and the overpowering 
waves of empty chatter and loud shouting.”

Pope Francis recommended leaving behind “all sorts of useless baggage” to “rediscover what 
really matters” — and start over from that.

http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2018/01/01/pope-francis-offers-advice-on-how-to-
start-2018/


