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Bishops meet in Baltimore, MD

One of the special 
treats for the Ukrainian 
Catholic Bishops of 
USA during the annual 
United States Catholic 
Conference meetings 
held in Baltimore in 
mid-November is the 
opportunity to enjoy a 
wonderful visit with Rev. 
Vasyl and Mrs. Halyna 
Sivinskyi in the parish 
rectory of St. Michael's 
Ukrainian Catholic 

Photo: Eastern Catholic Bishops of USA pose for group picture during their Regional 
Meeting at the meeting of the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops in 

Baltimore, MD on November 15th, 2017.  
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Church, located 10 
minutes from where the 
conference is held.  The 
bishops, Metropolitan 
Stefan Soroka of 
Philadelphia, Bishop Paul 
Chomnycky, OSBM of 
Stamford, Bishop Bohdan 
Danylo of Parma, Bishop 
Benedict Aleksychuk of 
Chicago, Bishop John 
Bura of Philadelphia, 
and Bishop Andriy Rabiy 
of Philadelphia enjoyed 
a bountiful and delicious 
dinner in a joyful and 
relaxing atmosphere.  
True Ukrainian hospitality 
is shown by our gracious 
hosts for which we are 
grateful! Mnohaya Lita!

Bishops meet in Baltimore, MD

HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY CELEBRATING 400TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF FOUNDING OF THE ORDER OF BASILIAN 

FATHERS OF ST. JOSAPHAT  – WARREN, MI.

The Celebration of 400 
years of the Basilian 
Order, 55 years of 
the Basilian Order in 
Detroit, and the Feast 
of St Josaphat was 
held on November 
12, 2017 in Warren, 
MI. The Concelebrants 
of the Hierarchical 
Divine Liturgy were: 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka, Bishop 
Benedict Aleksiychuk, Fr. 
Varcilio Basil Salkovski- 
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400TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF ORDER OF 
BASILIAN FATHERS OF ST. JOSAPHAT

the Provincial, numerous 
priests and altar servers.  

The choir was directed 
by Volodymyr Shesiuk.   (Photos: Marko Farion Facebook Page) 

Metropolitan Stefan Soroka’s Homily at the 
400th Anniversary Celebration in Warren, MI

Слава Ісусу Христу!

Our heartfelt welcome 
to our concelebrating 
Bishop Benedict 
Aleksiychuk, to the 
clergy and religious, 
to our religious Sisters 
praying with us today, to 
our faithful of this parish 
and to our many guests!  
A most special welcome 
to the Provincial of the 
Fathers of the Order of 

Saint Basil the Great, 
Very Rev. Basil Salkovski, 
OSBM and to his fellow 
Basilian Fathers in USA.  
We have gathered to 
joyously celebrate the 
400th anniversary of 
the episcopal ordination 
of the holy Martyr and 
Basilian Bishop Josaphat 
Kuntsevych as Eparch 
of Polotsk in Ukraine, 
the 100th anniversary of 
dedicated ministry of the 

Basilian Fathers in the 
United States of America, 
and fifty-five years of 
ministry by the Basilian 
Fathers in the Detroit 
Metropolitan area. These 
anniversaries inspire and 
challenge us in our faith 
journey.

In the Gospel reading, 
we hear Jesus speaking 
of himself as the Good 
Shepherd.  “The good 

shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep” (Jn 
10:11).  Bishop Josaphat 
died the death of a 
martyr in the footsteps 
of Jesus Christ whom 
he loved and served 
unconditionally.  He died 
trying to protect the life 
of his servants who were 
being beaten by an 
angry mob in Vitebsk.  

(continued on next page)

Photo: Hierarchical Divine Liturgy on November 12, 2017 - Warren, MI
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They were protesting 
Bishop Josaphat’s efforts 
to unite the faithful with 
the universal Catholic 
Church.  The mob 
then turned on Bishop 
Josaphat and killed 
him brutally.  Bishop 
Josaphat laid down his 
life for his faithful.
Later in the same Gospel 
passage, we heard 
Jesus saying:   “I have 
other sheep that do not 
belong to this fold.  I 
must lead them too, and 
they shall hear my voice.  
There shall be one flock 
then, one shepherd” 
(Jn 10:16).  Bishop 
Josaphat’s brutal death 
led to a conversion of 
the faithful in favor of 
union with the Catholic 
Church.  Even some 
of his adversaries later 
were reconciled with 
Rome.  Bishop Josaphat 
became the first saint of 
the Eastern Church to be 
canonized in Rome.  His 
body lies in St. Peter’s 
Basilica.  You and I today 
live in joyful union with 
the Holy Catholic Church 
because of the sacrifice 
of such holy martyrs as 
Saint Josaphat., and the 
many Basilian Fathers 
and others who have 
followed in the footsteps 
of the Good Shepherd 
who lays down his life 

Metropolitan Stefan Soroka’s Homily at the 
400th Anniversary Celebration in Warren, MI

for his sheep.

Who are these Basilian 
Fathers?  What have 
they imparted to us?  
What does their charism 
offer you and for me in 
our Ukrainian Catholic 
Church today?

The emblem of the 
Basilian Fathers is 
especially inspiring for 
me.  

At the center is a pillar 
of fire calling the Basilian 
Fathers and all whom 
they endeavor to serve 
to be ablaze with ardent 
love of God and his 
people.  The monastic 
life of the Basilian 
Fathers calls each to 
a life of humility and 
sacrifice for God and for 
His people.  It is a very 
special calling to choose 
to live and serve God in 
a monastic community.  
One must sacrifice 
personal preferences in 
the interests of a larger 
good.  And the monk is 
asked to do it with joy 
and with ardent love 
of God and for others.  
That love is reflected in 
the life giving ministry of 
the Basilian Fathers in 
Ukraine, here in USA and 
throughout the world.  
Their parishes and 

monasteries are inviting 
and endeavor to offer 
ministry with passion!

Surrounding the pillar of 
fire in the crest are an 
oak and an olive branch.  
The oak represents 
courage, fortitude and 
perseverance.  Monastic 
began to develop in 
Ukraine in the times of 
St. Vladimir the Great.  
The monks had to flee 
the Mongol invasion 

to the western lands of 
Halych-Volhynia in the 
13th century.  There, 
some monasteries began 
to live according to the 
rules of St. Basil the 
Great.   History tells 
us that the monasteries 
suffered from laxity 
and decline.  Bishop 
Josaphat instituted major 
reforms into monastic 
life.  He revived the pillar 

(continued on next page)

(continued from previous page)

Crest of the Basilian Fathers
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of fire within the Order 
in the face of much 
opposition from within.   
Courage, fortitude 
and perseverance are 
characteristic of the 
Basilian Fathers whose 
significant anniversaries 
we celebrate!

The olive branch in the 
emblem symbolizes the 
peace of Christ and 
love of knowledge and 
wisdom.  At the center of 
the Basilian way of life 
is a love of Christ lived 
personally and shared 
with their brother Basilian 
Fathers, and with the 
people they are called 
to serve by God.  The 
Basilian Fathers reflect 
a peaceful temperament 
grounded in their journey 
of coming to know Jesus 
Christ.  Their daily prayer 
life with Jesus Christ 
nurtures them.  Prayer 
enables their revealing 
and sharing the peace 
of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  Love of 
knowledge and wisdom 
is reflected in the rich 
history of the Basilian 
Fathers’ preparation and 
publication of liturgical 
texts over a number of 
centuries.  The liturgical 
life of our Ukrainian 
Catholic Church has 
revolved and benefitted 

from the huge investment 
of time, energy and 
resources of the Basilian 
fathers in preparing the 
liturgical texts.

The Basilian Fathers’ 
love of knowledge and 
wisdom is also richly 
reflected in their pivotal 
role in the development 
and administration of 
schools and higher 
institutions of learning.  
The ministry of many 
of the Basilian Fathers 
has been as teachers 
in schools, professors in 
colleges and universities, 
and as rectors and 
spiritual directors in 
seminaries.  They have 
published many books 
and magazines sharing 
the Gospel news 
and offering spiritual 
reflection.  The Basilian 
Fathers have been at 
the center of formation 
of children, youth and 
young adults in camps, 
schools, and in parishes.  
The olive branch properly 
reflects this ministry of a 
Basilian Father.

A brilliant sun is found 
at the top of the crest.  
It contains the Slavonic 
monogram for Jesus 
Christ, ‘Isus Xpuctoc’.  
The overriding vocation 
of each Basilian Father 

is to reflect Christ as 
the light of the world.  It 
also is your vocation and 
mine.  

The renewal of the 
charism of the Order of 
Saint Basil the Great by 
Bishop Josaphat teaches 
you and me to value 
openness to reform.  He 
showed great courage 
in confronting the laxity 
and abuses which 
were occurring within 
the Church at the time.  
His reforms led to four 
hundred years of growth 
in ministry revealed in a 
multitude of ways.  His 
example invites you and 
me to show courage 
in confronting our own 
poverty of spirit.  It frees 
us to choose ways to re-
enlighten our own pillar 
of fire for God and for 
His people.  Are we 
ablaze with ardent love 
for God and for His 
people?  Do our words 
and actions enlighten 
others with the light of 
Christ?  Does our light 
of faith overcome the 
darkness of the world?

It takes courage, fortitude 
and perseverance to live 
and share the faith in 
these challenging times.  
The Basilian Fathers have 
steadfastly embraced 

different mediums in 
fulfilling their charism 
within our Church here 
in the Metropolitan area 
of Detroit, in the USA, 
in Ukraine and in many 
places throughout the 
world.  Their love for God 
and their commitment to 
sharing the truth, together 
with God’s grace, 
enabled them to touch 
the minds and hearts of 
a multitude of people 
in different lands and 
in different languages.  
Today’s world compels 
them and all of us to 
use modern means to 
enlighten the world with 
the news of Jesus Christ.  
Yet, the ministry of the 
Basilian Fathers within 
each parish, school and 
community reminds us of 
the significance of the 
personal touch they offer.  
This is especially revealed 
in the administration 
of the Holy Mysteries 
by which salvation by 
Jesus Christ is imparted 
through the personhood 
of the Basilian Father.  
This cannot be replaced 
by technology.

Our hearts and minds 
are filled with gratitude 
to almighty God for His 
gift of inspiring young 

Metropolitan Stefan Soroka’s Homily at the 
400th Anniversary Celebration in Warren, MI
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Josaphat to a life of 
rigorous love for God 
and for His people.  His 
gift of leadership, fulfilled 
with great humility and 
dedication, inspired 
other men to follow in 
the footsteps of Jesus 
Christ.  The Basilian 
Fathers together grew in 
their love and passion 
for the truth.  Their 
mission grew to embrace 
the pursuit of knowledge 
and the development of 
liturgical life within our 
Church.  They eagerly 
shared their love for 
God in their ministry 
emphasizing education 
and formation.  

You and I, the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church 
throughout the world, 
particularly these past 
400 years, our Church in 
America these past 100 
years, our Church in the 
Detroit Metropolitan area 
in these past 55 years, 
and the entire universal 
Catholic Church have 
been the beneficiaries 
of the pillar of fire lived 
by the Basilian Fathers.  
Many have been a part 
of that pillar of fire in your 
involvement in parish life 
and in the schools and 
other places offering 
formation and education.  
Bishop Stephen Soter 
Ortynsky, the first Greek 
Catholic Bishop in USA, 

was a Basilian.  One 
of his successors who 
built the magnificent 
golden dome Cathedral 
in Philadelphia was 
Archbishop Ambrose 
Senyshyn, a Basilian. 
The first Bishop of St. 
Nicholas Eparchy was 
Bishop Yaroslav Gabro, 
a Basilian. 

We pray that our hearts 
filled with gratitude and 
enlightenment of the 
charism of the Basilian 
fathers will inspire us 
to greater love and 
service of God.  May 
the Mother of God, in 
her maternal embrace, 
nurture us to seek a 
closer relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  May we 
covet that which is most 
important for us for our 
salvation.  May we be 
inspired to risk ourselves 
in the service of others 
and for their salvation.  
May each of us show 
courage to live our faith 
with passion revealing 
an unconditional love 
for God and His people.  
In this way, you and I 
will give living testimony 
and gratitude to the 
significant anniversaries 
of the ministry of the 
Basilian Fathers we 
celebrate today.

God grant to the 
Basilian Fathers, their 

Metropolitan Stefan Soroka’s Homily at the 
400th Anniversary Celebration in Warren, MI

Provincial Fr. Basil and 
to their members of the 
Council, and to each 
of the Basilian Fathers 
abundance of joy, 
much contentment in 
their holy ministry, life 
giving fraternal love as 
monks, courage and 
perseverance in their 
parish and scholastic 
ministries, good health 

and salvation. 
 
God bless all participating 
in this joyous celebration 
His choicest blessings in 
ways only He can!

Слава Ісусу Христу!
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Bishop Stephen Soter Ortynsky, the 
first Greek Catholic Bishop in USA, 

was a Basilian.
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Chernobyl – Causes, 
Consequences and 

Cover-up 
                   Michael Hariton, Presenter 

Monday, December 4, 2017 
                         7:00 – 8:30 PM 
           Free will offering will be directed to a fund to 
                 support victims of the Chernobyl disaster. 

Call to register: 215.780.1227 
                          Basilian Spirituality Center 

                           710 Fox Chase Rd. Jenkintown, PA 
 

                    The presentation includes a disaster timeline with personal photographs and a 
video that gives a haunting documentation of the disaster site and a rare view of the place 
and people who work and live there.  
 
Hariton is a Pittsburgh based professional specializing in architecture, corporate and 
editorial photography.  On a 2016 trip to Ukraine, he recognized that the forgotten stories  
of the inhabitants of Chernobyl needed to be told. 
 

Evening 
Presentation 

 

The Providence Association 
Of the Ukrainian Catholics in America 

1-877-857-2284 (ext. 211)                                                                              sales@provassn.com 
 

    СОЮЗ УКРАЇНЦІВ  
                 КАТОЛИКІВ  

ПРОВИДІННЯ 

    www.provassn.com                 1912 
    Fraternity                         

2017
LIFE INSURANCE 

FIXED ANNUITIES (Savings Certificates), IRA’S AND ROTH IRAs
Family Financial Protection

Retirement and Savings: Safe, Secure and Steady Wealth Accumulation
401(k), 457, 403(b), IRA and other pension plan rollovers

Lifetime GUARANTEEED MINIMUM INTEREST RATE on Savings is

3.25% - Call or email for details or a free personal consultation!
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Byzantine Church Supplies Store

Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral in Philadelphia 
has an immediate 
opening for the position 
of administrative assistant 
and bookkeeper.

The administrative 
duties include telephone 
answering, responding 
to queries, assisting in 
scheduling Cathedral 
activities, dealing with 
cemetery operations, 
funerals homes and 
families regarding the 

OPEN POSITION

Byzantine Church Supplies
Address: 810 North Franklin St.

Philadelphia, PA 19123
Phone: 215 -627-0660

Email: byzsupplies@yahoo.com
website: http://ukrcathedral.com/byzsup/

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/byzantineChurchSupplies/
Store Manager - Mrs. Myroslava Demkiv

administrative and 
record keeping for St. 
Mary’s Cemetery.

Bookkeeping activities 
require knowledge 
and application 
of QuickBooks, 
the Cathedral and 
Archeparchy software 
to managing church 
financial accounting 
transactions and 
reporting.

Qualified candidate 

should be able to 
communicate in both 
Ukrainian and English.

Hours and salary are 
commensurate and 
negotiable.

Please submit resume 
and references to:

Very Rev. Fr. Roman 
Pitula
Rector of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception

819 North 8th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19123
Tel.: 215-922-2845
Fax: 215-922-4635
e - m a i l : 
cathedralonfranklin@
comcast.net
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Scranton Parish Hosts Moleben and LUC Meeting

On Sunday afternoon, November 19, 2017, Scranton’s St. Vladimir parish hosted a Moleben and invited 
members of the North Anthracite Council - League of Ukrainian Catholics to conduct their autumn meeting 
in the parish center. Members celebrated the Moleben  in honor of Blessed Hieromartyr Mykola Charnetsky 
with host pastor Father Myron Myronyuk as celebrant. Father Myron used the solemn occasion to present 
a most informative homily on the life and sufferings of Blessed Mykola. He encouraged all to pray to him 
and demonstrate our deep appreciation for all he did to keep our Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church alive 
during the years the Russian Communists attempted to destroy the Church.

Members gathered in the attractive parish center for the purpose of reviewing the recent LUC National 
Convention which was organized by the North Anthracite Council and held in Wilkes-Barre and Plymouth 
PA. The session’s agenda also included discussion of upcoming religious events, possible fund raising 
activities and dates of future meetings. Members were informed that Convention 2018 is scheduled for 
October 5 to 7 and will be hosted by the Niagara Frontier Council in Buffalo/Amherst, New York. Prayer 
to Venerable Metropolitan Andrij Sheptytsky closed the meeting.

Members and guests enjoyed a bountiful reception prepared by parishioners of St. Vladimir Church. A 
mini-raffle took place to the delight of five winners, one of whom took home a beautifully crafted Christmas 
pysanka created by the talented Yanka Everett. As darkness arrived, Father Myron thanked all for their 
participation and wished them a safe journey home.

 
Photo - Moleben and LUC Meeting - November 19, 2017

Seated - left to right: Joan Serafin, Recording Secretary; Gerry Adamchak, Michael Trusz, Vice President; 
Dorothy Jamula, President; Janina ‘Yanka” Everett, Membership Officer; Ann Beshada, Treasurer; Paul 
Ewasko, Publicity Officer; Standing - left to right: Maria Black; Dr. Michael Labuda; Sandra Berta; 
Kathleen Izak; Stella Patrick; Helen Lipowski; Dorothy Kowalchick; Hanya Savatteri; Helen Ewasko; Sonya 
Dempsey; Catherine Halloway; Shirley Nidoh; Geri Kolotelo; Maria Szpynda; Mary Ezzyk; Anna Magill; 
John Naradko; Andy Jamula; Father Walter Pasicznyk; Jean Pedley; Stefan Tutka; Father Myron Myronyuk, 
host pastor. Absent when photo was taken: Mara Beckage; Daria McDonnell; Helen Pagnotti; Lisa Placek; 
Dr. Nadia Worobij.  (Photo by Mark Izak)
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Manor College Honors Thanksgiving By Helping Families in Need

Jenkintown, PA- For 
this season of giving, 
Manor College held 
several initiatives during 
the month of November 
to show their thanks 
and to serve those in 
need. Earlier this year, 
the college opened an 
on-campus food pantry, 
Bird Feed, that serves 
as the catalyst for these 
campus-wide giving 
programs. Part of Manor 
College’s mission is to 
provide opportunities 
to serve the community, 
and this holiday season 
offers just that.

Allison Mootz, Dean 
of Students said, “The 
Manor College Student 
Senate brainstormed 
creative and fun ways 
to receive donations 
in honor of Hunger 
and Homelessness 
Awareness Week and 
came up the idea to ‘Fill 
the Foyer’. They were 
inspired by Villanova’s 
campaign to fill their 
bus and they thought 
this would be a visual 
reminder to students, 
staff, and faculty that 
there is a need for food 
both on and off campus.” 
Items collected for Fill 
the Foyer will support 
Bird Feed, as well as 
help provide items to 
fill Thanksgiving baskets 
that our Early Childhood 
Education Club is 

putting together. These 
Thanksgiving baskets will 
be filled with everything 
need to prepare a 
traditional thanksgiving 
meal, and will be given 
to students who has 
expressed interest in 
receiving assistance 
this holiday season. All 
other items collected 
will be donated to The 
Breathing Room.

In addition to these 
food drives and food 
collection initiatives, 
Manor College has 
started a social media 
campaign called 

#ManorThanks which 
highlights what students, 
faculty and staff of 
Manor College are most 
thankful for this year.

About Manor College:
Located in suburban 
Philadelphia, Manor 
College is America’s 
only institution of 
higher education with 
a Ukrainian heritage.  
Manor is a private two-
year college offering 
more than 30 associate 
degree programs in 
Allied Health, Science 
and Math; Business 

Technology and Legal 
Studies; and the Liberal 
Arts to traditional age 
and adult students. We 
are a small college that 
offers big opportunities 
and a stellar education–
one with small classes 
full of big thinkers, and 
a big-hearted community 
ready to challenge all of 
our students to reach 
and grow. Learn more at 
www.manor.edu

Photo:  The Manor College Student Senate President, Kaitlyn Donaghy 
with Dean of Students, Allison Mootz standing in front of the Fill the 
Foyer donations! Over 500 pounds of donations were collected for 
the Manor College food pantry, Bird Feed.
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Thanksgiving at St. Nicholas Church in Great Meadows, NJ 
with Rev. Evhen Moniuk
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PARISH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT
Want to know the latest news and be informed 
of what is happening in our Philadelphia 
Archeparchy? Visit our archieparchial website at: 
http://ukrarcheparchy.us/.  You may also view 
our “Archeparchy of Philadelphia” Facebook 
page at: https://www.facebook.com/Archeparchy-
of-Philadelphia-197564070297001/ and our 
YouTube Channel at: https://www.youtube.com/
user/thewayukrainian

The Way, our archieparchial newspaper is published 
twice a month in both an English language version 
and a Ukrainian language version. The website for 
The Way is:  https://ukrcap.wordpress.com/.  

The Way can be emailed directly to you for FREE 
through the internet.   To receive The Way, simply 
send your email address to:  theway@ukrcap.org.  

Archieparchial website 
http://ukrarcheparchy.us/

Ss. Cyril & Methodius 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Berwick, PA Participate in 

TreeFest
Some parishioners of Ss. Cyril & Methodius 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Berwick, PA 
gathered Monday evening, November 20th to 
decorate a Christmas tree sponsored by their 
parish for TreeFest at the Caldwell Consistory 
in Bloomsburg, PA. The tree, decorations, and 
three gift boxes of Christmas items, Christmas 
dinner foods, and pantry items will be donated 
to a needy family in the area before Christmas. 
The theme for this year's tree is "The animals 
gather to adore Baby Jesus". Pictured from 
left to right is Ellen Jancewicz, Jane Keefer, Fr. 
Roman Petryshak, Debbie Thomas, Marjorie 
Matash, Barbara Nagy, Yanka Everett, Steve 
Matash, and Joseph Roll.

You may also share The Way with family and friends by sending their email addresses to: theway@
ukrcap.org.  All parishioners are encouraged to receive and read The Way, the Catholic newspaper of 
our Philadelphia Archeparchy.
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A VARIETY OF VENDORS  
HOLY SUPPER                       ITEMS 

BEAUTIFULLY CRAFTED GIFT IDEAS 
HOMEMADE BAKED GOODS 

CHRISTMAS MUSIC 
RAFFLE PRIZES 

AND MUCH MORE! 
+ 

UKRAINIAN KITCHEN 
SERVING A VARIETY OF TRADITIONAL 

UKRAINIAN DISHES 
DINE IN OR TAKE OUT!

1206 VALLEY ROAD, MELROSE PARK, PA 19027

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2    10 AM - 7 PM 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3         10 AM - 2 PM

ANNUNCIATION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

(CВЯТ ВЕЧІР)

ST. NICHOLAS WILL BE VISITING OUR PARISH ON SUNDAY 
AFTER 10:30 A.M. LITURGY. PLEASE BRING YOUR CHILDREN 

SO THAT THEY CAN RECEIVE A GIFT!

PRO-LIFE e-mail is prolife@ukrcap.org

There is an e-mail address that our readership can write to with regard to the Pro-
Life movement and the Respect Life program.  If you have any insights, comments, 
or questions from daily life, kindly write and give a name and contact.  Answers will 
be Pro-life all the way and based on Sacred Scriptures, esp. the Gospel message of 
Christ, Sacred Tradition, and Church teaching. All this is in the light of contemporary 
medical and scientific data.

Swarthmore “Food and Clothing Collection for the Needy” 
Now through December 10th 

 
Holy Myrrh-Bearers Eastern Catholic Church, Swarthmore, PA will hold its “Holiday Food & Clothing 
Collection” for the needy in the community from now through Sunday, December 10th.  Anyone wishing 
to donate any canned or boxed, non-perishable food items or good cold-weather clothing, should bring 
them to the Church on any Saturday between 4:00 pm. and 6:00 pm. or on Sunday between 9:00 am 
and noon or use the convenient drop-off box at the entrance to the Educational Center anytime during 
the week.  We are located at 900 Fairview Road in Swarthmore/Ridley Township.   Please help us help, 
if you can.
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5 PM

Scenes from the Cathedral Christmas Bazaar on November 19th

St. Nicholas and Fr. Pitula
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Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka’s Homily at the 
St Michael Parish Center Blessing on November 19, 2017 in 

Jenkintown, PA

(Luke 10:16-21 / Hebrews 2:2-10)

Слава Ісусу Христу!

The Gospel message 
today tells us of the 
joy and excitement 
felt by the disciples as 
they recounted their 
successes.  They were 
happy!  They felt great 
joy at seeing what 
could be accomplished 
because of their great 
faith.

Today, your pastor, Fr. 
Volodymyr Kostyuk, the 
Parish Council Officers, 
and the dedicated 
parishioners of St. 
Michael the Archangel 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Jenkintown 
rejoice because of 
yet another significant 
accomplishment.  A new 
parish center is being 
opened and blessed.  
We are all joyful and 
excited about the 
accomplishment.  We 
share much hope as 
to what this center will 
mean for the parish.

I marvel at the 
accomplishments of this 
parish dedicated to St. 
Michael the Archangel.  
The name ‘Michael’ 
literally means “one 
who is like God”.  St. 

Michael is the leader of 
heavenly angels.  The 
early pioneers of this 
parish some forty-two 
years were like earthly 
angels leading others to 
grow in their faith.  This 
is an identity and mission 
every person who enters 
this Church shares in.  
You are called to be 
“like God”.  Like St. 
Michael, the parish is 
called to provide shelter 
over others, a spiritual 
shelter.  Parishioners 
are to provide direction 
and protection to those 
entrusted to the spiritual 
care of the parish.

No one fulfills such an 
awesome ministry or 
call alone.  The Holy 
Spirit provides for our 
becoming ‘like God’.  
The Holy Spirit inspired 
the early pioneers to 
begin this parish, to 
provide a spiritual 
shelter for the faithful. 
Our beloved Patriarch 
Josyf Slipyj blessed these 
grounds enabling the 
beginnings of a sacred 
community.  A beautiful 
Church dedicated to St. 
Michael the Archangel 
was erected providing 
for a spiritual home for 
the parishioners.  I count 

myself privileged to 
have blessed the church 
in 2003.  Today, we 
bless yet another major 
accomplishment of the 
parish.  A new parish 
center, a place for the 
parish family to gather in 
celebration and learning 
is being opened and 
blessed.

Metropolitan Stefan blessing the new Parish 
Center in Jenkintown.  (Photos Iryna Dorosh 
Facebook Page)

The Archangel Michael 
intercedes for your 
needs as a parish.  He 
has provided for the 
leadership of your pastor, 
Fr. Volodymyr and for 
the Parish Building 
Committee under 
the leadership of Mr. 
Bohdan Flis. The road to 
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this accomplishment was 
long and burdensome.  
There were many 
unexpected burdens and 
challenges.  There were 
many who were skeptics.  
The patience and 
perseverance of your 
earthly angelic leaders 
has been exceptional.  

Today, just like the 
disciples rejoiced 
with Jesus at their 
accomplishments, Fr.   
Volodymyr, Mr. Ihor 
Zhariy, Mr. Bohdan 
Flis, members of the 
Building Committee and 
parish Council, and all 
of the parish rejoice 
with Jesus Christ in this 
Divine Liturgy.  Jesus 
listened to his disciples 
in their rejoicing.  Jesus 
shared in their joy and 
happiness.  Jesus was 
a patient listener both in 
the words they excitedly 
expressed, and what was 
obvious in their hearts.  
Today, we rejoice with 
gratitude.  We rejoice 
with enthusiasm of 
what may be!  This is a 
happy day for our parish 
family of St. Michael the 
Archangel.  Know that 
God is with us in this Holy 
Liturgy.  Jesus Christ is 
present with us, rejoicing 
with us.  Jesus Christ is 

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka’s Homily at the 
St Michael Parish Center Blessing on November 19, 2017 in 

Jenkintown, PA

within us as we receive 
His Body and Blood in 
the Holy Eucharist.

Jesus sums up the 
real reason for our 
celebration in his words 
to the apostles.  Jesus 
tells them and tells you 
and me, “do not rejoice 
so much in the fact that 
the devils are subject to 
you as that your names 
are inscribed in heaven” 
(Lk 10:20).  Evil is 
suppressed by our being 
‘like God’ in our earthly 
life.  Evil is suppressed by 
a living presence of Jesus 
Christ within the faithful 
of the parish which 
occurs with regular and 
active participation in 
church life.  Evil cannot 
grow when faithful are 
empowered with the 
Word of God through 
receiving instruction in 
the parish.  Jesus gives 
the real reason for our 
celebrating.  Our attempt 
to live our faith leads 
to our names being 
inscribed in heaven.  
During the Mystery of 
Baptism, we pray that 
the name of the baptized 
child or adult will be 
inscribed in heaven.  
You and I share a call 
to grow in our faith and 
to teach others.  Our 

names will be inscribed 
in heaven.

At the end of today’s 
Gospel reading, we hear 
Jesus giving thanks and 
praise to his heavenly 
Father.  Jesus so 
beautifully thanks God 
and says, “What you 
have hidden from the 
learned and the clever 
you have revealed to 
the merest children” (Lk 

10:21).   I am reminded 
of the twelve apostles 
selected by Jesus.  They 
were twelve perfectly 
ordinary men in every 
way.  Not one of them 
was renowned for being 
theologians or great 
speakers.  They were 
not outstanding because 
if any natural talents 
or intellectual abilities. 

Fr. Volodymyr Kostyuk and 
Metropolitan Stefan  
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They were weak, made 
mistakes, and were 
subject to failure.  Yet, 
as remarkably ordinary 
as they were, these men 
carried out a ministry 
after Jesus’ ascension 
that left a major impact 
on the whole world.  
Their ministry continues 
to influence us today.  
God empowered these 
men and used them for 
spreading the Gospel 
message throughout the 
world.

Jesus gives gratitude 
to the heavenly Father 
for the gifts shared by 
ordinary people.  Those 
ordinary people are 
the parish priest and 
the building committee 
members and many 
parishioners of the parish.  
We give thanks today 
for God empowering 
ordinary people to use 
their gifts in developing 
a parish family, a 
parish community.  An 
established parish 
stretches itself and 
commits itself to develop 
a parish center to meet 
its community needs.  
People in leadership see 
the increasing need for 
adequate space to offer 
programs for children, 
catechetical instruction 
for people of all 

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka’s Homily at the 
St Michael Parish Center Blessing on November 19, 2017 in 

Jenkintown, PA
(continued from previous page)

ages, youth programs.  
Growth in numbers of 
parishioners necessitates 
a larger hall for parish 
gatherings.  These 
leaders gather, discuss, 
and consider the merits 
and needs of the parish.  
They then roll up their 
sleeves and set about 
bringing about a miracle 
with God’s grace.  
Great accomplishments 
usually occur when 
good ordinary people 
walk with God to meet 
the needs of His faithful.  
Their names are inscribed 
in heaven.  All those who 

assisted with material 
sharing, doing work and 
with offering words of 
encouragement share 
in this reward of having 
their names inscribed in 
heaven.

Just one caution as we 
rejoice! Jesus cautioned 
his disciples and cautions 
us not to allow our 
accomplishments to be 
marred by feelings of 
pride.  Pride bars one 
from heaven.  Humility 
is the passport to the 
presence of God.  As we 
rejoice with the beauty 

of the parish center, 
we ought not to find 
ourselves comparing this 
parish to other parishes 
or institutions.  Remember 
Jesus’ words, “Rejoice 
because your names are 
written in heaven”.

Thank you!  Thank you 
for being beacons of 
hope!  Thank you for 
your perseverance 
against doubt!  Thank 
you for being visionaries 
as to the needs of the 
parish!  Thank you for 
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sharing of yourself so 
richly!  Thank you for 
your love for God and 
for His Church!  Thank 
you for desiring the best 
for your children, youth 
and parishioners!  You 
follow in the footsteps 
of your patron saint, the 
Archangel Michael, in 
being ‘like God’ in your 
journey of life.  Rejoice 
for your names are 
inscribed in heaven!
I have been excited for 
this parish and for the 
great potential the new 
parish center offers 
since Fr. Volodymyr and 
Mr.  Zhariy  proposed 

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka’s Homily at the 
St Michael Parish Center Blessing on November 19, 2017 in 

Jenkintown, PA

the project.  I have 
prayed for your success.  
The parish center will 
significantly add to your 
growth as a spiritual 
family.  It will invite others 
to come to know God 
through prayerful and 
social gatherings.  More 
importantly, it will add 
to the parish’s ability to 
offer children and youth 
catechetical instruction.  
God is among us!  

God bless you richly in 
ways only He can!

Слава Ісусу Христу!
(Photos Iryna Dorosh Facebook Page)

Feast of St. Nicholas -December 6th
Nicholas was born in 
the latter half of the 
third century in Patara in 
the province of Lycia in 
Asia Minor.  His parents, 
Theophan and Nonna 
were devout Christians.  
Nicholas lived a life of 
great holiness.  
 
Nicholas became a monk 
entering the monastery 
of Sion near Myra.  He 
there had become a 
priest and later abbot 
of the monastery.  After 
the death of Nicholas’ 
parents, he shared 
the wealth with the 
poor and needy.  Truly 

Nicholas exhibited great 
kindness and generosity, 
especially to the 
unfortunate children and 
youth.  Because of his 
kind-heartedness, people 
began calling him “the 
Wonderworker.”  
 
Upon the death of the 
Archbishop of Myra, 
Nicholas was chosen 
to succeed him.  He 
continued to truly be a 
humble, kind, thoughtful, 
and generous person 
– a man of genuine 
Christian virtue.  Often 
Nicholas would secretly 
perform works of mercy, 

good deeds, and even 
miracles.
 
A man solidly rooted 
in the faith endured 
imprisonment rather than 
foresake his holy faith in 
the Lord.  He died for 
the faith in 342.  Quickly 
Nicholas was recognized 
as a saint.  Many 
Christians throughout 
the world honored “the 
saintly Wonderworker.”  
Many a church and 
many a son were named 
after this saintly bishop.  
 
May all of us Christians 
be devout in the faith 

and be kind, loving, and 
compassionate as was 
St. Nicholas.  Ukrainian 
Catholics have the 
custom of presenting 
gifts to others, especially 
children, on his Feast 
Day.
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Bishop Andriy visited a Center helping youth with 
special needs

On Wednesday, 
September 13, I visited 
a department of Caristas 
– Ukraine, Center 
of Leisure and social 
adaptation for young 
people with special 
needs, upon an invitation 
extended by Mrs. Mariya 
Chuchman. The Center is 
located at St. George’s 
Square 5/30, in Lviv, that 
works with handicapped 
and challenged young 
people. Mrs. Chuchman, 
Natalia Zahaylo, and 
Rev. Deacon Roman 
Babiy are involved with 
the youth for the last 15 
years. They created and 
run a daycare program 
for the youth, which helps 
their personal, physical, 
psychological and 
spiritual development. 
They attend eagerly the 
Center every day, and 
one can easily tell how 
much they enjoy being 
there (you can see it on the 
photos). Unfortunately, 
the Center is in need of 
funding for the next year.  
Its annual budget is 
roughly 200,000 hryvnia 
(or $8,000).  If they do 
not get the funds, the 
Center will be forced to 
close its doors.  I would 
like to appeal to your 
generosity and make 
donations – whatever 
you can.  You may make 
out your check to Special 
Needs in Ukraine, to 
our chancery fund, and 

mailed to Archbishop’s 
Chancery, 810 
North Franklin Street, 
Philadelphia PA 19123. 
Attn: Special Needs in 
Ukraine. Bishop Andriy 
will take the money to 
the Center in January of 
2018 when he visits them 
again.  You may also 
send them packages 
to Center of Leisure 
and social adaptation 
for young people 
with special needs, St. 
George’s Square 5/30, 
Lviv 79000, Ukraine .  

Let’s help them! I will be 
very grateful to everyone 
who supports this project 
and remember you in my 
prayers! Thank You!

+Andriy Rabiy

Donations received thus far:

Bishop Losten 2,000.00

Ngo Tuan & Daniel 1,000.00

Assumption B.V.M. Church-Perth Amboy NJ 500.00

Demchyshyn, Oksana 500.00

Killian,  Rev. Anthony 370.00

Hodowanec Michael & Shirley Memory of Little Nick 300.00

Misrener, Rev. David 250.00

Holowinsky, Mary 250.00

Koretsky Cynthia 200.00

Samilo Russel & Linda 100.00

Stek Ann Marie 100.00

Kalagher, Richard & Nadia 100.00

Polyniak, Rebecca & Jeffrey 100.00

Myroslava Jacklitsch 100.00

Hewko Christine 75.00

Brenycz, Eugene 50.00

Christine Kiliany 50.00

Suchoza David & Maria 25.00

Pagnotti Helen 25.00

 6,095.00



 
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchial Cathedral  
of the Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia 

 
2017-2018 Schedule of Christmas and Feast Day Divine Services 

 
Christmas Eve 

Sunday, December 24th 
4:00 pm - Great Compline Service 

4:30 pm - Hierarchical Divine Liturgy (Eng.) 
+ 

Christmas Day 
Monday, December 25th  

10:30 am - Hierarchical Divine Liturgy (Ukr./Eng.) 
+ 

The Synaxis of the Mother of God 
Tuesday, December 26th 

10:00 am - Divine Liturgy 
+ 

Feast Day of Saint Stephen the Proto-Martyr 
Wednesday, December 27th 
10:00 am - Divine Liturgy 

+ 

Feast Day of the Circumcision of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ 
Feast Day of Saint Basil the Great – New Year’s Day 

Monday, January 1, 2018 
11:00 am - Divine Liturgy 

+ 

Vigil Liturgy of the Baptism of our Lord - Jordan Feast 
Friday, January 5, 2018 

6:30 pm - Divine Liturgy (Eng.) with Solemn Water Blessing 
+ 

Feast Day of the Baptism of our Lord - Jordan Feast 
Saturday, January 6, 2018 

9:00 am - Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) and Solemn Water Blessing 
+ 

Christmas Day - Julian (Old) Calendar 
Sunday, January 7, 2018 

10:30 am - Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 
+ 

Sunday, January 14, 2018 
3:00 pm – Annual Festival Concert of Christmas Carols 
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85TH ANNIVERSARY IF THE FAMINE-GENOCIDE OF 1932-33

New York - On 
Saturday, November 
18 the Ukrainian 
community of the New 
York City metropolitan 
area gathered for the 
annual ecumenical 
commemoration marking 
the 85th anniversary 
of the Hololdomor 
Famine-Genocide that 
was inflicted upon the 
Ukrainian nation by 
Joseph Stalin in 1932-
33.

This year's 
commemoration began 
with a procession, which 
led from St. George's 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in the East Village 
through the streets of 
the city to St. Patrick's 
Cathedral in midtown 

Manhattan. Leading 
the procession were 
Archbishop Antony of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church in America 

St. Patrick’s Cathedral, NY

and Bishop Paul of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Eparchy of Stamford.

The commemoration 

concluded at St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral with 
the celebration of a 

(continued on next page)

Dumka Choir
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Pope notes tragedy of Holodomor, prays for peace in Ukraine

November 26, 2017

(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis on Sunday greeted pilgrims from around the world who were gathered in 
Saint Peter’s Square for the weekly Angelus.

The Holy Father had particular greetings for members of the Ukrainian community who are commemorating 
“the tragedy of the Holodomor, the death by starvation provoked by the Stalinist regime with millions of 
victims.”

Once again, Pope Francis offered his prayers for that country: “I pray for Ukraine, that the power of the 
faith might contribute to healing the wounds of the past and promoting paths of peace.”

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2017/11/26/pope_notes_tragedy_of_holodomor,_prays_for_peace_in_
ukraine/1351286

Panakhyda memorial 
service for the victims of 
the famine. Responses 
were sung by the 
famed Dumka Choir.  
Metropolitan Anthony 
and Bishop Paul were 
joined by other hierarchs 
and clergy of the 
Catholic and Orthodox 
churches, including 

85TH ANNIVERSARY IF THE FAMINE-GENOCIDE OF 1932-33

Metropolitan Stefan 
Soroka of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia, Archbishop 
Daniel of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church in the 
US and Bishop-emeritus 
Basil Losten. In addition, 
numerous Ukrainian and 
American government 
representatives including 

Ukrainian Ambassador to 
the United States, Valeriy 
Chaly, and Senator 
Chuck Schumer of New 
York delivered inspiring 
greetings emphasizing 
the importance of the 
commemoration and 
keeping the memory 
of the terrible crimes in 
order to prevent similar 

atrocities in the future.  

It is estimated that 2000 
people attended the 
event.

Adapted from an 
article on http://www.
stamforddio.org/

(Photos Bishop Paul’s Facebook Page)
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Ukrainian Catholic bishops in 1933: Ukraine is struggling with death

November 23, 2017

Ukrainian Bishops to All 
Men of Good Will, Lviv, 
24 July 1933. Printed 
in "The Holy See and 
the Holodomor" ed. 
Athanasius McVay and 
Lubomyr Luciuk, p. 33–
34

The Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic Bishops of the 
Ecclesiastical Province 
of Halych to all men of 
good will in the matter 
of the events in Great 
Ukraine.

Ukraine is struggling with 
death. The people are 
dying of hunger. The 
deadly system of state 
capitalism, based on 
injustice, deception and 
infidelity, has brought 
the country, once so 
rich, to complete ruin. 
Three years ago, the 
supreme head of the 
Catholic Church, Pope 
Pius XI, launched a 
solemn protest against 
everything that in 
Bolshevism is contrary 
to God, to Christianity 
and to human nature. 
Together with the whole 
Catholic world, we 
adhere to the protest of 
the Holy Father. Today 
we see the consequences 
of Soviet domination: this 
frightening situation is 
getting worse, day-by-
day. Faced with these 
crimes, human nature 

falls silent and blood 
curdles in the veins.

 Although powerless to 
extend material aid to 
our dying brothers we 
appeal to the faithful 
of our Church with the 
ardent request to help 
them with prayer, with 
sacrifices, with other 
good deeds of Christian 
charity and to seek 
the desired help from 
heaven — because there 
is no hope on earth of 
obtaining the help of 
men.

Before the whole world 
we protest against the 
mistreatment of the 
children, the poor, the 
weak and the innocent 
and raise our voice before 
the tribunal of God in 
public accusation against 
the perpetrators. The 
blood of workers who, 
tormented by hunger, 
cultivate the black earth 
of the Ukraine cries for 
vengeance from Heaven, 
and the hungry peasants 
raise their voices to God.

To all Christians of the 
world, and in a special 
way to our peasants, 
we address this request, 
that all will adhere to 
this protest and sorrow 
and bring it to the whole 
world. We invite radio 
stations to send it [this 
protest] through the blue 
skies so that perhaps it 

will reach the hovels of 
our poor dying brothers. 
That they may know, in 
their horrendous hunger 
and faced with a terrible 
death, that their brothers, 
knowing their fate, 
suffered with them, cried 
for them and prayed to 
God for them. This will 
give them strength and 
comfort in their sorrow.

And starving brothers, 
filled with suffering, raise 
your gaze to the Merciful 
God, to our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Support your terrible 
torments with patience 
because death accepted 
from the hands of God 
is a holy sacrifice, united 
to the sacrifice of Jesus 

Christ. These sacrifices 
will reward you with 
Heaven and the nation 
with redemption. Our 
hope rests in God.

Given at Lviv on the day 
of St. Olga, the 24th July 
1933

Andrew Sheptytsky, 
Gregory Khomyshyn, 
Josaphat Kotsylovsky, 
Nykyta Budka, Gregory 
Lakota, Ivan Buchko, 
Ivan Latyshevsky

h t tp s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
catholics/ugcc/69107/
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Patriarch of the UGCC: I agree to become an organ donor after death

November 25, 2017

We need to create a 
culture where people are 
not afraid to do good 
even when their earthly 
path is over.
The Head of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, Patriarch 
Sviatoslav Shevchuk 
expressed this stance 

live in the interactive 
program “Open 
Church” on the issue of 
organs transplantation, 
reports the Department 
of Information of the 
UGCC.

The program presented 
the sociological studies, 

(continued on next page)

Pope on World Day of the Poor: they open for us the way to heaven

November 19, 2017

(Vatican Radio) Pope 
Francis celebrated Mass 
on Sunday – the XXXIII 
Sunday in Ordinary 
Time and the first-
ever World Day of the 
Poor – in St. Peter’s 
Basilica. The Holy Father 
announced the World 
Day of the Poor during 
the Extraordinary Jubilee 
Year of Mercy, and 
entrusted its organization 
and promotion to the 
Pontifical Council for 
Promoting the New 
Evangelization.

There were some 4 
thousand needy people 
in the congregation for 
the Mass, after which 
Pope Francis offered 
Sunday lunch in the Paul 
VI Hall.

Speaking off the cuff to 
guests at the luncheon, 

the Holy Father said, 
“We pray that the Lord 
bless us, bless this meal, 
bless those who have 
prepared it, bless us 
all, bless our hearts, our 
families, our desires, 
our lives and give us 
health and strength.” 
The Holy Father went 
on to ask God's blessing 
on all those eating and 
serving in soup kitchens 
throughout the city. 
“Rome,” he said, “is full 
of this [charity and good 
will] today.”
The World Day of the 
Poor is to be marked 
annually, on the 33rd 
Sunday in Ordinary 
Time.

In the homily he prepared 
for the occasion and 
delivered in St. Peter’s 
Basilica following the 
Gospel reading, Pope 
Francis said, “In the 
poor, Jesus knocks on 

the doors of our heart, 
thirsting for our love.” 
He went on to say, 
“When we overcome 
our indifference and, in 
the name of Jesus, we 
give of ourselves for the 
least of his brethren, we 
are his good and faithful 
friends, with whom he 
loves to dwell.”

Reminding the faithful 
that it is precisely in 
the poor, we find the 
presence of Jesus, who, 
though rich, became 
poor (cf. 2 Cor 8:9), and 
that there is therefore 
in each and every poor 
person, a “saving power” 
present, Pope Francis 
said, “[I]f in the eyes of 
the world they have little 
value, they are the ones 
who open to us the way 
to heaven.”

“For us,” the Pope 
continued, “it is an 

evangelical duty to 
care for them, as our 
real riches, and to do 
so not only by giving 
them bread, but also by 
breaking with them the 
bread of God’s word, 
which is addressed first 
to them.

“To love the poor,” Pope 
Francis said, “means 
to combat all forms of 
poverty, spiritual and 
material: and it will also 
do us good. Drawing 
near to the poor in our 
midst will touch our lives. 
It will remind us of what 
really counts: to love 
God and our neighbour. 
Only this lasts forever, 
everything else passes 
away.” 

http://en.radiovaticana.
va/news/2017/11/19/
wo r l d _da y _o f _ t h e _
p o o r _ t h e y _ o p e n _
fo r_us_ the_way_ to_
heaven/1349922
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according to which 
63% of respondents 
in Ukraine agreed to 
become donors, 25% 
were against, 12% are 
yet undecided what 
should be done to them 
after figures very good, 
although as compared 
for example, to Austria, 
almost 100% of people 
are ready to become 
donors after death there.
His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
expressed his complete 
consent to become an 
organ donor. “If after 
death I will have a chance 

Patriarch of the UGCC: I agree to become an organ donor after death

to continue doing good, 
then why not,” said the 
head of the UGCC.

In his conviction, we in 
Ukraine need to develop 
a culture where people 
would not be afraid to 
do good even when their 
earthly path was over. “If 
we can do good even 
after our deaths, that is, 
if our bodies can save 
someone’s life after our 
death, then I suppose 
this must be done,” said 
the Head of the Church.
His Beatitude Sviatoslav 

continues, “I am 
confident that in Ukraine 
there are professional, 
wise doctors, and there 
are many people who 
are ready to save 
another person's life by 
giving their bodies even 
after their death. We 
only need a culture for 
this. Ukrainian legislation 
should also complete 
the appropriate 
development path, 
because the current 
situation only worsens the 
organ transplant cause 
and de facto indirectly 

stimulates the so-called 
black transplantology.”

“I think we all need to 
understand what the 
moral benefit of such an 
act is, how we need to 
act personally and how 
to ensure that patients in 
need of such help can 
be saved in their native 
Ukraine,” the Head of 
the UGCC underscores.

h t t p s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
communi ty/re l ig ion_
and_society/69124

Pope in Myanmar on justice, peace and environmental protection

November 29, 2017

(Vatican Radio) Pope 
Francis had an action-
packed afternoon in 
Myanmar on Wednesday, 
meeting with the nation’s 
Buddhist leaders at a 
peace Pagoda and 
with the country’s 
Catholic bishops at the 
Archbishop’s residence 
where he’s staying. He 
also managed to squeeze 
in an unscheduled 
encounter with the local 
Jesuit community there, 
as he likes to do on 
every foreign journey.

Philippa Hitchen is in 
Yangon and reports that 

the focus of the day’s 
events was on the role 
of all religions in shaping 
society through the 
shared values of justice, 
dignity and peace.

The meeting with 
Buddhist leaders was 
a very formal affair, 
with a row of barefoot 
monks, wrapped in their 
maroon or rust coloured 
robes, seated in stiff 
backed chairs opposite 
the pope and the rest of 
the Vatican delegation. 
An occasion for official 
speeches rather than 
animated interfaith 
discussions.

Nevertheless, the pope 
spoke emphatically about 
the need to strengthen 
friendships between 
believers of different 
faiths, promoting that 
culture of encounter that 
can “surmount all forms 
of misunderstanding, 
intolerance, prejudice 
and hatred”. He quoted 
from a famous collection 
of Buddha’s verses and 
encouraged recent 
efforts by religious 
leaders to meet together 
and discuss increased 
cooperation.

Weaving peaceful 
interfaith relations

In a similar way, with 
Catholic bishops later 
in the day, the pope 
returned to the theme 
of both interfaith and 
ecumenical relations, 
a pivotal part of the 
Church’s life here, where 
Catholics are a small 
minority within both the 
Christian and the wider 
Buddhist community.

He talked about weaving 
peaceful relations among 
people of different faiths, 
reminding me of the 
delicate designs I’ve 
seen woven into the 
brightly coloured clothes 

(continued on next page)
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of the many different 
ethnic groups here.

Bishops must be 
prophetic voice

He told the bishops they 
must be healers, helping 
to overcome the scars 
of conflicts that continue 
to impede peace and 
development. He urged 
them to accompany their 
people, like shepherds 
who “bear the smell of 
the sheep”, going out into 
the fields and villages, 

rather than staying inside 
the sacristies of their 
churches.

Finally, he urged the 
bishops to be a prophetic 
voice within their rapidly 
changing society, asking 
them to focus especially 
on the environment, 
taking care of this 
nation’s “rich natural 
resources for the benefit 
of future generations”. 

Priority of 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

Pope in Myanmar on justice, peace and environmental protection
(continued from previous page)

protection

I only wish he had time, 
as I did last week, to 
visit the new Holy Cross 
church, built at the 
foot of a mountain in 
the spectacular Kachin 
National Park. Located 
at the source of the 
Irrawaddy river which 
runs the length of the 
country, the church is 
managed by La Salette 
Father Jerome Eiphan, 
whose dream is to 
develop a centre for 

environmental protection. 
Funding is scarce and the 
challenges are many, yet 
it’s a good example of 
how the Church here is 
quietly promoting those 
values of justice and 
peace that the pope was 
talking about today.  

http://en.radiovaticana.
va/news/2017/11/29/
m y a nma r _ j o u r n e y _
p o p e _ f r a n c i s _ o n _
j u s t i c e _ p e a c e _
environment/1351861

The Head of the UGCC: “We are often not neighbors even if 
we live close and go to the same church”

Tuesday, 28 November 
2017

Today we have a real 
danger in our society 
to become completely 
strange for one another. 
So how often and why 
do we estrange from 
our neighbor? How can 
someone filled with anger 
or hatred care about his 
people? 

His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
spoke about this on 
Sunday, November 
26, during the Divine 
Liturgy in the Patriarchal 
Cathedral in Kyiv.

“With the Parable of the 

Good Samaritan, Jesus 
Christ explains to us that 
our closest neighbor 
is God!” explains the 
Primate the pages of 
the Gospel, which touch 
upon an important 
question about who our 
neighbor is. “We, in the 
Church, must become 
closer to the needy 
ones, notice them. Since 
the Lord became close 
to me, I must become 
close to those who are 
in need, grief, or even in 
danger and death, too. 
‘Do this and you will 
live!’ says Christ,” adds 
the preacher.  

According to the Head 

of the Church, no 
religiousness will do us 
any good if we don’t 
love each other! That is 
why this Parable will help 
us reassess our spiritual 
life. “Today we have a 

big and real danger 
in our society to turn 
into absolutely strange 
people for each other. 
How often and why do 
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(continued from previous page)

we estrange from one 
another?  Because we 
close ourselves before 
the pain and need of 
our neighbor, do not 
have time for him. Our 
life and interests are 
so filled up that an 
unforeseen situation 
cannot simply happen! 
We have no time to stop 
to listen to problems of 
someone who lives in the 
same building with us. 
We live next door but 
we are not neighbors, 
although we might go 
to the same church,” 
ponders the Primate 
about the challenges, 
which arose now in the 
relationships between 
people.  According 

to him, the Lord will 
help us overcome this 
temptation and become 
a community, which 
bears one another’s 
burdens.

“If we look now at our 
society, we will see many 
who pose themselves 
as new messiahs, new 
teachers and those 
who want to save their 
people, but they are 
filled with hatred! Tell me, 
are they our neighbors? 
How can someone who 
is filled with wrath even 
towards his opponent, 
state or political leader, 
care about us and our 
future?” reflects His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav 

The Head of the UGCC: “We are often not neighbors even if 
we live close and go to the same church”

about the issues raised in 
the Scripture through the 
prism of the Ukrainian 
society.

At the end, the Head 
of the Church recalled 
the tragic anniversary: 
85 years of the big 
Holodomor 1932-1933. 
“We must become closer 
in our prayer to those 
who were murdered in 
Ukraine even when we 
are far in time. Then this 
tragedy becomes ours, 
too. Only then we can 
overcome death and 
build life,” emphasized 
the Primate.  

His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
wished that the call of 

Jesus: “Do this and you 
will live!” - became for us 
an encouragement, hope 
and, hence, a conviction 
that God is near and He 
is a neighbor for us, He 
is closer to us than we 
are to ourselves.

The UGCC Department 
for Information

http://news.ugcc.ua/
en/news/ the_head_
of_the_ugcc_we_are_
often_not_neighbors_
even_if_we_live_close_
and_go_to_the_same_
church_81150.html

Patriarch of UGCC explains why ATO soldiers are not murderers

27 November 2017

The actions of the 
Ukrainian Armed Forces 
on the frontline are 
justified, because this is 
a case of a fair defense 
war. In this context, 
attempts by the aggressor 
to call the soldiers of the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine 
murderers are flawed.

Head of the UGCC 
Sviatoslav Shevchuk was 
reported as saying this 
on ObozTV.

The head of the UGCC 
has noted that the Church 
makes a distinction 
between a defensive war 
and an aggressive one.

“When one nation tries 
to enslave other peoples, 
such war is unfair by its 
nature. Any act in the 
name of such a war is 
immoral,” he said.

The head of the UGCC 
has also underscored 
that every nation has a 
natural right to defense.

“Today, the Ukrainian 
people are waging a 
fair defense war. Our 
soldiers sacrifice their 
lives, health, shed blood 
for their homeland, they 
are the ones to counter 
the aggressor,” the 
Patriarch said.

“This defense war 
justifies all the elements 
required for defense. 
We did not attack; we 
do not want killings to 
reign on our land.” In 
such circumstances our 

soldiers are the ones to 
hold back evil and are 
the peace-builders,” he 
added.

h t t p s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
communi ty/re l ig ion_
and_society/69146
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INTERNATIONAL ‘VIBRANT PARISH’ MEETING BEGINS IN SPAIN

November 28, 2017

THIRD “ALL-CHURCH” 
MEETING OF 
VIBRANT PARISH 
COORDINATORS

The year-end annual 
Vibrant Parish 
Coordinators' meeting 
began Monday in 
Spain in the Madrid 
suburb of Los Molinos. 
Coordinators from all the 
eparchies and exarchates 
of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church from around the 
world have made their 
way to Spain this year for 
a week of presentations 
and discussions and 
strategizing. It is only 
the third year that all 
coordinators (instead 
of being divided into 
"region" - e.g. "North 

America") have come 
together to collaborate 
on a scale that would 
give everyone a clearer 
picture of the activity and 
different needs throughout 
the whole Church. 

The first day saw initial 
registration and a lunch 
with the Archbishop of 
Madrid, His Eminence 
Carlos Cardinal Osora 
Sierra. Following the 
meal, there was a brief 
conference with Cardinal 
Sierra where he explained 
his relationship with 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church.

Following the visit, the 
conference moved back 
into schedule. A Moleben 
was led by Bishop 
Bohdan Danylo of Parma, 

Ohio. After introductory 
welcoming remarks by 
the chair of the Bishops’ 
Vibrant Parish Working 
Group, Bishop Ken 
Nowakowski of New 
Westminster, B.C., Bishop 
Bohdan gave a mini 
refresher course on the 
history and goals of the 
Vibrant Parish movement. 

Working Group member, 
Fr. Andrew Onuferko of 
Ottawa, Ontario, then 

chaired a fascinating 
session on updates and 
reports from the various 
regions of the Church. 
The reports dealt with the 
progress in each region 
and individual eparchies 
with regard to realizing 
the Vibrant Parish 
mandate.

Adapted from an article 
on http://archeparchy.
c a / n e w s _ d e t a i l s .
php?news_id=562


