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PYLYPIVKA (ADVENT) PASTORAL OF THE UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC HIERARCHY OF THE U.S.A. TO OUR CLERGY, 

HIEROMONKS AND BROTHERS, RELIGIOUS SISTERS, 
SEMINARIANS AND BELOVED FAITHFUL

Glory to Jesus Christ!
 
“Pylypivka” or Philip’s Fast 
that begins on November 
14th is upon us. It is a 
time of preparation for 
the celebration of the 
Nativity of Our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 
We are once again 
called to embark on 
a journey to welcome 
Emmanuel among us!  In 
a short forty days we will 
celebrate the Feast of 
Nativity of Our Lord.  At 
the Matins of the Nativity 
we will sing:  

“Christ is born, let us 
glorify Him. Christ comes 
down from heaven; let 
us go out and meet 
Him. Christ lives on 
earth, let us exalt in 
joy. All you faithful sing 
to the Lord, for He has 
been glorified.” Hirmos 
1, Canon Matins of the 
Nativity of Our Lord.

How can we prepare 

ourselves to welcome 
God among us?  How 
will we glorify Him?  Can 
this Christmas season be 

a profound and spiritual 
experience for me? 

In order to properly 

prepare to meet Christ 
on His feast of the 
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Nativity, Mother Church 
is giving us forty days to 
challenge ourselves to 
live our Christian calling 
and vocation: to deepen 
knowledge of the Word 
of God, to live a life of 
community and personal 
prayer, and to perform 
acts of charity and mercy 
both in the church, and 
in the world.  In these 
three points, we can 
describe our vocation as 
a Christian, as well as 
the vocation of the entire 
Church. 

If every parish is 
called to be a place 
to encounter the living 
Christ, then Christ the 
Teacher must have a 
central place in our lives 
and our parish life. Now 
is the time to daily set 
aside time for reading 
the Sacred Scripture 
and to meditate upon 
it.  We are also called to 
learning of Divine truth, 
the truths of the Christian 
faith and the foundations 
of Christian life.

Gathered together “at 
the breaking of the 
bread”, that is at the 
Eucharistic Sacrifice, we 
are mystically united 
among ourselves, and 

are also united with 
Christ’s sacrifice, offered 
to God the Father for us 
and by us. The Eucharist 
is the center of the 
Christian life. The parish 
– the community gathers 
for the “breaking of the 
bread”, that is for the 
Eucharistic service. The 
Eucharist is at the same 
time the culmination 
of the parish life and 
also the source of all 
its spiritual blessings.  
Let us invite a friend or 
neighbor to join us for 
the liturgical services in 
our parish community. 

During these days, we are 
called both personally, 
and as a member of the 
community to pray, for 
oneself, and for others, 
to offer one’s self as 
a sacrifice to God, to 
forgive others and to ask 
God for forgiveness, to 
bless God and to be a 
blessing for others.

What is most important: 
all of us together are 
called to strive for 
holiness, to be a truly 
holy people. What does 
this mean? In parish life, 
every liturgical service 
and all of our liturgical 
practices and prayer 

life is to promote the 
sanctification of the time 
and the place where we 
are, and we ourselves 
become sanctified 
as well, as a gift 
consecrated to God. That 
is why during the time of 
preparation for coming 
of our Lord we should 
guard oneself from sin, 
and strive to grow in 
the virtue of moderation, 
purity of body and soul, 
according to one’s state 
in life. 

We are also called to 
look beyond ourselves 
and be of service to 
others, especially the 
less fortunate among 
us. During the Philip 
Feast let us look at our 
community and find 
those who need our help 
and assistance. We can 
visit the sick, assist the 
poor, give food for the 
hungry, care for orphans, 
support those who suffer 
injustice, promote peace, 
and offer comfort for 
those grieving.  We can 
perform all of this in our 
community where we live 
and work, as the needy 
live among us.

Let us start this season 
together!  Let us pray, 

meditate upon the Word 
of God, sacrifice for 
one another and trust in 
God.    Then with joy we 
will be able to welcome 
God among us!
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Metropolitan of 
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Eparch of St. Nicholas in 
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+ Bohdan J. Danylo 
(author)
Eparch of St. Josaphat in 
Parma

+John Bura
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Pylypivka 2017
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League of Ukrainian Catholics Convention Holds 
78th Annual Convention

This year the North 
Anthracite Council 
of the League of 
Ukrainian Catholics 
had the privilege of 
hosting the 78th Annual 
Convention in Wilkes-
Barre, Pennsylvania on 
October 6-8, 2017.  
Balmy weather greeted 
the conventioneers as 
they gathered at the 
Genetti Best Western 

Hotel for faith, fellowship 
and fun.  Joining the 
members, clergy and 
women religious this year 
for the weekend activities 
was Bishop John Bura, 
Auxiliary Bishop of 
Philadelphia, stationed in 
Washington, DC, with a 
surprise appearance by 
the newly installed Bishop 
Andriy Rabiy. 

“Diakonia – Serving 
One’s Neighbor, Serving 
Christ”, the theme 
of the 78th Annual 
Convention was truly 
timely and reflects the 
“Vibrant Parish” pastoral 
program approved and 
promoted by the Synod 
of Bishops of our Church 
in 2011.  Indeed, this 
theme also reflects the 
motto of the League, 
“For God and Country” 
first established in 1933, 
and is best expressed by 
our Patriarch Sviatoslav 
in his letter of greeting to 
the League, “Allow me 
to take this opportunity 
to express, on behalf 
of our Church, sincere 
words of gratitude to 
the League of Ukrainian 
Catholics for decades 
of faithful lay service to 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
community in all four of 
our Eparchies in the USA.  
Thank you for fostering 
the spirit of community 
and fellowship, for 

supporting the clergy 
and the hierarchy in their 
work, and for promoting 
the spirituality of our 
Church, and education 
of our Byzantine Tradition 
in North America.”

Each of the guest 
speakers throughout 
the weekend, Rev. 
Walter Pasicznyk, Rev. 
Archpriest Daniel Troyan, 
Bishop John Bura, Rev. 
Edward Young, Rev. 
Marijan Procyk, National 
Spiritual Director, and 
Rev. Paul Wolensky, 
Convention Spiritual 
Director, approached 
‘diakonia’ from a 
different viewpoint, thus 
offering diverse pathways 
by which we come to 
serve our neighbors out 
of sincerity of the heart 
rather than obligation.

Least one think the entire 
weekend was devoid 

League of Ukrainian Catholics visit St. George Orthodox Church in Taylor, PA, to see the 
Myrhh Streaming Icon of Our Blessed Mother, also known as “Kardiotissa” – the Tender 
Heart.

Bishop Andriy Rabiy and Bishop John Bura 
at the Convention
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of fun, one only has to 
recall Fr. Dan Troyan 
and his version of a 
musical evening in Lviv 
- if Lviv was located 
in the coal-mining 
regions of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania, that is.  
Always an entertaining 
master of ceremonies, Fr. 
Dan took dinner guests on 
a melodious tour of our 
favorite Ukrainian songs, 
sung in country Slavonic, 
of course!  His musical 
accomplices for the 
evening: the Supremes, 
Sisters Servants style.   
Never has a sing-a-long 
brought such laughter, 
with each table trying to 
out-perform the other.  
And then there was the 
unforgettable rendition 
of ‘Stary Danylo Maw 
Farmu” (Old MacDonald 
Had a Farm) lyrics dutifully 
translated complete with 
sound effects, by Paul 
and Helen Ewasko. 
There wasn’t a Moo-
Moo, Kvack, Kvack, 
Kookureeku, left unsung!

Perhaps one of the 
most moving moments 
of the weekend was a 
visit to see the Myrhh 
Streaming Icon of Our 
Blessed Mother, also 
known as “Kardiotissa” 
– the Tender Heart, at 
St. George Orthodox 
Church in Taylor, PA. 

Upon entrance into the 
church vestibule, one 
was overcome by the 
intense yet delicate 
aroma of roses.  After 
the celebration of a 
prayerful Akathist by 
pastor Fr. Mark Leisure, 
the guests witnessed the 
icon and the flowing of 
myrrh.  Each received a 
blessing and anointing by 
Fr. Mark as well as holy 
card of the Kardiotissa 
and a fragment of cotton, 
soaked with myrrh. 

All too quickly the 
weekend was coming 
to an end.  Sunday 
morning Divine Liturgy 
at Saints Peter and Paul 
Ukrainian Church in 
Plymouth was celebrated 
by Bishop John Bura with 

con-celebrants Fr Walter 
Pasicznyk (Pastor), 
Fr. Marijan Procyk, 
Fr. Edward Young, 
and Deacon Michael 
Waak. Under the able-
bodied direction of 
Fr. Paul Wolensky, the 
combined choirs of Ss. 
Peter and Paul Church 
and Transfiguration of 
Our Lord, Nanticoke, 
PA Church, assisted by 
League members sang 

the responses.  Following 
tradition, at the closing 
brunch the traveling Icon 
of Christ the Teacher and 
the League Welcome 
banner were passed 
on to the hosts for the 
79th Convention in 
2018, Niagara Frontier 
Council.

Written by Helen 
Fedoriw, National Vice 
President

Fr. Daniel Troyan and the Sisters Servants sing “An Evening in Lviv” 
at the Welcome Dinner at the Convention.
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THE PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION
Your Ukrainian Fraternal Life Insurance 

And Benefit Society

LIFE INSURANCE ~ RETIREMENT ~ SAVINGS
                             www.provassn.com

FIXED ANNUITIES (Savings Certificates)
IRA’S AND ROTH IRAs

3.25% Tax Deferred or Exempt Interest Rate
Guaranteed Minimum Lifetime Rate  ~  will increase automatically when economics warrant

Safe, Secure and Steady Wealth Accumulation
401(k), 457, 403(b), IRA and other pension plan rollovers
Call or email PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION 

1-877-857-2284 (ext. 211) sales@provassn.com

Dear Archbishop Stefan! 

We wish you a very Happy and Blessed 66th Birthday. 
May Our Lord abundantly bestow upon you His Grace 
and inspiration as you continue your work in His vineyard. 
We thank God for the gift of your life which you have so 
generously dedicated to the Church, especially the faithful 
of the Archeparchy, the needy, the poor, the suffering, 
and all who come to you for advice, help or comfort. 

May God continue to bless you with good health and fill 
your life with deep joy. May our Blessed Mother, Mary, 
ever intercede for you and protect you as you rejoice in 
the gift of life and the many blessings which you have 
enjoyed throughout the years. May the will of God be 
always and fully realized in your life, which is, holiness! 
Mnohaya Lita! 

With prayer, gratitude and love, 
clergy, religious and the faithful of the Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia. 

November 13, 2017
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The deadly and dangerous practice of assisted suicide 
is now legal in five states (Oregon, Washington, 
Vermont, California, and Colorado) and the 
District of Columbia, our nation’s capital.1  With 
new momentum and lots of money, assisted 
suicide proponents are pursuing an aggressive 
nationwide campaign to advance their agenda 
through legislation, ballot measures, litigation, and 
public advertising, targeting states they see as most 
susceptible to their message. Some polls indicate 
that the public is receptive to the general concept of 
assisted suicide. But the same polls show that when 
the public learns about the dangers of assisted suicide, 
especially for those who are poor, elderly, disabled, 
or without access to good medical care, their views 
shift against the practice. The following dangers are 
among the top reasons to oppose assisted suicide.

A  D E A D L Y  M I X  W I T H  O U R  P R O F I T -
D R I V E N  H E A LT H  C A R E  S Y S T E M

• Some patients in Oregon and California have received word 
that their health insurance will pay for assisted suicide but 
will not pay for treatment that may sustain their lives.2 & 3

P U T S  V U L N E R A B L E  P E R S O N S  A T  R I S K 
O F  A B U S E  A N D  C O E R C I O N

• Once lethal drugs have been prescribed, assisted suicide 
laws have no requirements for assessing the patient’s 
consent, competency, or voluntariness. Who would know 
if the drugs are freely taken since there is no supervision 
or tracking of the drugs once they leave the pharmacy and 
no witnesses are required at the time of death? Despite a 
reporting system designed to conceal rather than detect 
abuses, reports of undue influence have nonetheless 
surfaced in Oregon.4

• Elder abuse is considered a major health problem in the 
United States, with federal estimates that one in ten elder 
persons are abused.5  Placing lethal drugs into the hands of 
abusers generates an additional major risk to elder persons.

• Assisted suicide laws often allow one of the two witnesses 
to the request for lethal drugs to be an heir to the patient’s 
estate. Therefore, an heir or friends of the heir can 
encourage or pressure the patient to request lethal drugs 
and then be a witness to the request. 

D A N G E R O U S L Y  B R O A D  D E F I N I T I O N 
O F  T E R M I N A L  I L L N E S S

• Assisted suicide laws typically appear to limit eligibility to 
terminally ill patients who are expected to die within six 
months but don’t distinguish between persons who will 
die within six months with treatment and those who will 
die within six months without treatment. This means that 
patients with treatable diseases (like diabetes or chronic 
respiratory or cardiac disease) and patients with disabilities 
requiring ventilator support are all eligible for lethal drugs 
because they would die within six months without the 
treatment they would normally receive. 

P A I N  N O T  T H E  P R I M A R Y  I S S U E

Untreated pain is not among the top reasons for taking lethal 
drugs. Per official annual state reports, in 2016, 90% of Oregon 
patients seeking lethal drugs said they were doing so because 
they were “less able to engage in activities making life enjoyable” 
and were “losing autonomy,” and 49% cited being a “burden” 
on family, friends or caregivers. And in Washington, 52% cited 
being a “burden” as a reason, while only 35% cited a concern 
about pain.

N O  P S Y C H I A T R I C  E V A L U A T I O N  O R 
T R E A T M E N T  R E Q U I R E D

• Despite medical literature showing that nearly 95% of 
those who commit suicide had a diagnosable psychiatric 
illness (usually treatable depression) in the months 
preceding suicide,6 the prescribing doctor and the doctor 
he or she selects to give a second opinion are both 
free to decide whether to refer suicidal patients for any 
psychological counseling. Per Oregon’s official annual 
report, from 2013-2016 less than 4% of patients who 

Top Reasons to Oppose 
Assisted Suicide
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died under its assisted suicide law had been referred for 
counseling to check for “impaired judgment.” 

• If counseling is provided to patients seeking assisted 
suicide, its goal isn’t to treat the underlying disorder or 
depression; it’s to determine whether the disorder or 
depression is “causing impaired judgment” [emphasis added].7 

The doctors or counselor can decide that, since depression 
is “a completely normal response” to terminal illness, the 
depressed patient’s judgment is not impaired.8

T H R E A T E N S  I M P R O V E M E N T  O F 
P A L L I A T I V E  C A R E

• There is compelling evidence that legalizing assisted suicide 
undermines efforts to maintain and improve good care for 

patients nearing the end of life, including patients who 
never wanted assisted suicide.9

F O S T E R S  D I S C R I M I N A T I O N

• Assisted suicide creates two classes of people: those 
whose suicides we spend hundreds of millions of dollars 
each year to prevent and those whose suicides we assist 
and treat as a positive good. We remove weapons and 
drugs that can cause harm to one group, while handing 
deadly drugs to the other, setting up yet another kind of 
life-threatening discrimination. 

There are many more reasons why legalizing assisted suicide is a bad 
and dangerous idea. For further information, visit  
www.usccb.org/toliveeachday and www.patientsrightsaction.org.

1 Montana’s highest court, while not officially legalizing the practice, 
suggested in 2009 that it could be allowed under certain circumstances.

2  Susan Harding, “Health Plan Covers Assisted Suicide But Not New Cancer 
Treatment,” KVAL News (published July 31, 2008, updated Oct. 30, 2013) 
(noting that the Oregon Health Plan will pay for coverage for chemotherapy 
that cures cancer, but not for chemotherapy drugs that can extend life); 
Jennifer Popik, “Terminally Ill Oregon Patients Denied Treatment but 
Reminded They Can Choose Physician-Assisted Suicide” (July 2008), 
available at http://www.nrlc.org/archive/news/2008/NRL08/Oregon.html.

3  Bradford Richardson, “Assisted-Suicide Law Prompts Insurance Company 
to Deny Coverage to Terminally Ill California Woman,” Washington Times 
(Oct. 20, 2016), http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2016/oct/20/

assisted-suicide-law-prompts-insurance-company-den/. 

4  In one case, a woman with cancer committed suicide with a doctor’s 
assistance even though she had dementia, was found mentally incompetent 
by doctors, and had a grown daughter described as “somewhat coercive” 
in pushing her toward suicide. Hendin & Foley, Physician-Assisted Suicide in 
Oregon, supra at 1626-27.

5 Lachs, Mark S., M.D., M.P.H., and Karl A. Pillemer, Ph.D. “Elder Abuse.” 
Edited by Edward W. Campion, M.D. The New England Journal of Medicine 
373 (November 12, 2015): 1947-1956. DOI: 10.1056/NEJMra1404688. 
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMra1404688

6  H. Hendin, M.D., Seduced by Death: Doctors, Patients, and Assisted Suicide 
(New York: W.W. Norton, 1998): 34-35.

7 Or. Rev. Stat. § 127.825; Wash. Rev. Code § 70.245.060. 

8  See H. Hendin and K. Foley, “Physician-Assisted Suicide in Oregon: A 
Medical Perspective,” 106 Michigan Law Review 1613-45 (2008) at 1623-4; 
available at https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BwDPETL1NPnAMmFjZTNj

NzctOGU4NS00MTUwLTgxZjAtM2I4NDhlMjA2OTFj/edit?hl=en&pli=1. 

9 “Vermont VNA Seeking to Identify Causes of State’s Low Hospice 
Utilization Rates,” Hospice and Palliative Care News, April 29, 2015, at http://

healthrespubs.com/hospice-and-palliative-care-news/2015/04/29/

vermont-vna-seeking-to-identify-low-hospice-utilization-rates/. J. 
Ballentine et al., “Physician-Assisted Death Does Not Improve End-of-Life 
Care,” Journal of Palliative Medicine 19 (2016): 1-2.

View, download, or order the U.S. bishops’ pro-life materials!
W W W . U S C C B . O R G / R E S P E C T L I F E

Cover Photo: KenDrysdale/iStock/Thinkstock. Used with permission. All rights 
reserved. Icons: Entypo pictograms by Daniel Bruce – www.entypo.com. Used 
with permission. Copyright © 2017, United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  C O N F E R E N C E  O F  C A T H O L I C  B I S H O P S 
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities

People of Life |  @usccbprolife | @ProjectRachel
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Sr. Tatianna Dragan, M.S.M.G. falls asleep in the Lord

Sister Tatianna Mary Katherine Dragan, 69, was a Missionary Sister of Mother 
of God for 54 years.  She fell asleep in the Lord on October 23, 2017, after 
suffering cardiac arrest brought about by complications from diabetes and 
kidney failure.  She was born in Germany on 09/19/1948 at Ettlingen, Baden-
Württemberg, the second child of the late Anton and Katherine Dragan.  At 
age three, the family migrated to America and settled on the south side of 
Pittsburgh, PA, where they became active members of St. John the Baptist 
Ukrainian Catholic Church.  Sr. Tatianna attended the parish elementary school, 
and was taught by the Sisters of St. Basil who helped inspire her early religious 
vocation.  

At age 15, she entered the Congregation of the Missionary Sisters of Mother of 
God, and as an aspirant completed her high school education at Mother of God 
Academy.  Upon graduation she was received into the novitiate and professed 
her Final Vows on 01/01/76.  With loving dedication, Sr. Tatianna worked for 
over forty years as an early childhood educator at St. Ann’s Nursery School, 
Stamford, CT.  She was an excellent bread baker, carried out her domestic 
duties with true vigor, enjoyed caring for our convent pets and tended the 
vegetable garden. She will be remembered for her outgoing manner, eagerness 
to help others, and great resourcefulness.  

Sr. Tatianna is survived by her four siblings:  Anna Pieczynski, Irene Dragan, Christine (Richard) Kroll, and 

Jeannie (Larry) Augustine.   Her 
fond nieces & nephews:  Jerry, 
Richard, and David (Eileen) 
Pieczynski; Theresa Dragan; Julie 
and Jesse Kroll; and Valerie 
Sherred, Jennifer Kephart, and 
Daniel Sherred; as well as 7 
great nephews, four great nieces, 
and her loving cousins, Jerry & 
Stephanie Dragan.
 
On Wednesday, October 25, 
2017, at the Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception, 830 N Franklin St, 
Philadelphia, PA 19123, there will 
be a viewing beginning at 9:30 
AM, with a Requiem Divine Liturgy 
at 11:30 AM.  Burial service will 
follow at Our Lady of Sorrows 
Cemetery, Langhorne, PA.

Missionary Sisters of Mother of God, 711 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, Pa 19123,  
(215) 627-7808,  msmgnuns@gmail.com
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Father Christopher Woytyna, OSBM, fell asleep in the Lord 
on Sunday, October 22, 2017

Father Christopher was ordained in 1961. He served in the Eparchy of Stamford 
for most of his 56 years of priestly life, including the parishes at St. George 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Manhattan for 15 years and Holy Cross Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Astoria, New York, where he also was pastor. In the late 
’80’s, Father Christopher was called to serve at St. Josaphat Ukrainian Church 
in Warren, Michigan. 

In 1992, Father Christopher was elected Provincial of the American Province 
of the Dormition of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary for two consecutive four year 
terms.  Father Christopher also served for many years as an elected member of 
the Provincial Council.  

Funeral Parastas Service was celebrated at the Holy Cross Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Astoria on Friday, October 27, 2017 at 7:00 PM. Visitation for the faithful started 
after 4:00 PM. 

On Saturday, October 28, at 10:00 AM, the Most Rev. Bishop Basil celebrated the Divine Liturgy, followed 
by closing funeral services and internment at the Holy Spirit Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery. 

New Prayer Book available now at 
Byzantine Church Supplies

Byzantine Church Supplies
Address: 810 North Franklin St.

Philadelphia, PA 19123
Phone: 215 -627-0660

Email: byzsupplies@yahoo.com
website: http://ukrcathedral.com/byzsup/

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/byzantineChurchSupplies/
Store Manager - Mrs. Myroslava Demkiv
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2017 
Ukrainian Christmas Bazaar

DATE:  Sunday, November 19, 2017, 10am - 4pm

LOCATION:  Immaculate Conception Cathedral Hall 
Corner of Franklin & Brown Streets 

(For GPS directions, use: 814 N. Franklin St., Phila., PA 19123) 

HOMEMADE UKRAINIAN FOOD & PASTRIES
GIFTS & VENDORS
CRAFTS & MUSIC

FLEA MARKET
HOURLY CATHEDRAL TOURS 

HOURLY FROZEN TURKEY DOOR PRIZES   
ADMISSION: $1.00                KIDS UNDER 10: Free

FRESH HOMEMADE PYROHY (AKA: Varenyky or Pierogies)
Available for takeout by the dozen (frozen).  Potato - Cheese - Sauerkraut

To pre-order for pick-up during the bazaar, call (215) 829-4350 

See old friends, classmates, 
our Missionary Sisters, and fellow parishioners.  

Have fun!  See St. Nicholas!  Shop, eat, and win prizes!  
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OPEN POSITION

Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in Philadelphia has an immediate 
opening for the position of administrative assistant and 
bookkeeper.

The administrative duties include telephone answering, responding 
to queries, assisting in scheduling Cathedral activities, dealing 
with cemetery operations, funerals homes and families regarding 
the administrative and record keeping for St. Mary’s Cemetery.

Bookkeeping activities require knowledge and application 
of QuickBooks, the Cathedral and Archeparchy software to 
managing church financial accounting transactions and reporting.

Qualified candidate should be able to communicate in both Ukrainian and English.

Hours and salary are commensurate and negotiable.
Please submit resume and references to:
Very Rev. Fr. Roman Pitula
Rector of the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
819 North 8th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19123
Tel.: 215-922-2845
Fax: 215-922-4635
e-mail: cathedralonfranklin@comcast.net

SUNDAY DIVINE 
LITURGIES SCHEDULE 

AT CATHEDRAL
• Sung Divine Liturgy in English 
will be each Saturday afternoon (for 
Sunday) at 4:30PM.
• Sung Divine Liturgy in English 
will be each Sunday morning at 
9:00AM.
• Sung Divine Liturgy in 
Ukrainian, with Choir, will be starting 
at 10:30AM. 
• Catechetical classes will 
begin at 11:45 AM and complete at 
12:30PM. 
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Save the Date 
 

 
NOVEMBER 12TH HIERARCHICAL DIVINE  LITURGY CELEBRATING 400TH ANNIVERSARY OF  
   FOUNDING OF ORDER OF BASILIAN FATHERS OF ST. JOSAPHAT, 80 YEARS OF  
   MINISTRY IN USA AND 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF CANONIZATION OF BISHOP  
   MARTYR JOSAPHAT, OSBM.  10:00 AM – WARREN, MI. 
 
DECEMBER 25TH CHRISTMAS – NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST YOUR  
   PRAYERFUL PARTICIPATION IN LITURGY IS YOUR BEST GIFT TO JESUS, TO  
   YOURSELF AND TO OTHERS! 
 
  Annual Harvest Dinner - Scranton, PA

Sunday, November 12, 2017 - 12:30pm
St. Vladimir Parish Center - 428 North Seventh Avenue, Scranton PA

Roast beef, mashed potatoes, gravy, hot vegetables, dinner rolls, dessert, coffee, tea and beverages. Adults 
$13.00; Students 6 to 12 years $8.00; no charge for children age 5 and under. Reservations close Monday, 
November 6 - no tickets sold at the door. Take-outs available by advance order - must pick up promptly 
between 11:30am and 12:00 noon.  Several door prizes will be awarded along with a Basket of Cheer 
raffle. For reservations contact Maria B. at 570 503-1514. 

Divine Liturgy: Saturdays 4:00pm; Sundays  10:30am

PRO-LIFE e-mail is prolife@ukrcap.org

There is an e-mail address that our readership can write to with regard 
to the Pro-Life movement and the Respect Life program.  If you have any 
insights, comments, or questions from daily life, kindly write and give a 
name and contact.  Answers will be Pro-life all the way and based on 
Sacred Scriptures, esp. the Gospel message of Christ, Sacred Tradition, 
and Church teaching. All this is in the light of contemporary medical and 
scientific data.

Saint Basil Academy News:
COLLEGE FINANCIAL AID PRESENTATION
Please join us on Wednesday, November 15th at 7pm in our Auditorium 
at Saint Basil Academy for the following presentation: 
Using the 529 Plans to Save for College - Kelly Davis, Program 
Representative, Bureau of Savings Programs, Pennsylvania Treasury 
Department. 
Understanding College Financial Aid - Fran McKeown, Higher Education 
Access Partner, PHEAA-Pennsylvania School Services.
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Annual Slavic Christmas Luncheon with St. Nicholas - 
Sunday December 3rd At Noon, Swarthmore, PA

 
On Sunday, December 3rd, Holy Myrrh-Bearers Eastern Catholic Church, 900 Fairview Road in Swarthmore/
Ridley Township, will hold its traditional “Slavic Christmas Luncheon with St. Nicholas”.  Lunch will be served 
at noon, immediately after the regular 10:00 am. Sunday English Divine Liturgy.  We welcome all who wish to 
enjoy traditional Slavic culinary delights such as; ham, kielbasa with sauerkraut, stuffed cabbage, pierogies, 
halushki (cabbage and noodles) and other traditional Slavic holiday foods.  A “Parade of Baskets” raffle 
and a visit from St. Nicholas are highlights of this year’s event.  Due to the popularity of this annual event, 
you need to contact us for your advanced tickets.  No tickets will be sold at the door.  A nominal donation 

 
Holy Myrrh-Bearers Parish  

900 Fairview Road 
Swarthmore, PA. 19081 

(610) 544-1215 
HMBChurch@verizon.net 

 
 

Saturday, November 11, 2017 
Preorders only by Monday, Nov. 6, 2017.  Pick up Saturday, Nov. 11th 9:00 am - 2:00 pm. 

Holubtsi 
(stuffed cabbage) – 3 for $10.00 

 
Halushki 

(sautéed cabbage, onions & noodles) 
Pint - $4.00, Quart - $8.00 

 
 

Sunday, November 12, 2017 
Preorders only by Monday, Nov. 6, 2017.  Pick up Sunday, Nov. 12th 9:00 am – noon. 

Ukrainian Plater 
Stuffed Cabbage, 3 Pierogies, Halushki (sautéed cabbage, onions & noodles), Kielbasi, Coffee & 

Cake- $8.00 
 

 

of $15.00 is requested 
for adults and $8.00 for 
children 8 to 12 years.  
Children 7 years and 
younger are free.  To 
obtain your advanced 
tickets for this special 
event, please email 
us at HMBChurch@
verizon.net or call us at 
(610) 544-1215.  In the 
spirit of helping others in 
the community who may 
be experiencing hard 
economic times, we also 
ask that each person 
attending bring a non-
perishable food item for 
our Annual Food Drive. 

 
  SAINT MARY'S UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

             2026 Bath Road, Bristol, PA  19007                              
        Hall Kitchen Phone --- 215-788-3014 
 
 

               PYROHY/PIEROGIES – 2017 FALL SALE SCHEDULE:     
 

      Fresh pyrohy will be available for sale every Wednesday, starting September 20th   
      and continuing until November 15th.     After November 15th, only frozen pyrohy will be 
      available for sale. 
 

      Pyrohy will be sold on Wednesdays from 10:30 AM until 1:00 PM until November 29th . 
 

                                          (No sales on November 22, 2017)   
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Metropolitan Stefan Soroka 
receives a Ukrainian Catholic Burse 
Award in the amount of $ 500 
granted toward the tuition for our 
seminarian, Rev. Subdeacon Alex 
Bricki presented by Marion Hrubec 
(President) and Helen Fedoriw 
(Vice President) of the League of 
Ukrainian Catholics of America.

Burse Award

Marion Hrubec, President, and 
Helen Fedoriw, Vice President of 
the League of Ukrainian Catholics 
of America pose with the Eparchs 
of our Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in the USA, Most Rev. Bohdan 
Danylo (Parma Eparchy), Most Rev. 
Paul Chomnycky, OSBM (Stamford 
Eparchy), Most Rev. Stefan Soroka 
(Philadelphia Archeparchy) and Most 
Rev. Benedict Aleksiychuk (Chicago 
Eparchy),  The League of Ukrainian 
Catholics annually give assistance 
to persons in religious studies from 
the Bishop Jaroslav Gabro Burse 
Awards, for which the recipients are 
most grateful. 
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Our Lady’s Holy Protection Continues Today
This October brought 
our entire country to their 
TV sets as we witnessed 
waves of disastrous 
weather and earth events 
taking place almost one 
right after the other.  
Hurricanes, floods, earth 
quakes, tornados, and 
wild fires lashed sections 
of the country relentlessly.  
These events of nature 
had devastating effects 
on thousands of people 
including the destruction 
of buildings, forests 
and even human lives.  
Most geographic areas 
affected are places 
where many of our 
Uk ra i n ian -Amer i can 
faithful live and work.  
Interestingly people 
turned to God through 
the power of prayer 
during this stressful time 
to petition Our Lord 
and His Holy Mother to 
have mercy and bestow 
their holy protection and 
deliverance upon us.

Many of us may be 
unaware that the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church has a monastic 
community quietly tucked 
away on a high mountain 
in the grape vineyard 
regions of Mendocino 
County, Redwood 
Valley California. The 
monastery is called 
Holy Transfiguration 
Monastery.  It is a 
prayerful community, and 
opens its doors to clergy 

and laity alike that wish 
to make retreats, attend 
Divine Services, or simply 
escape the hustle and 
bustle of the maddening 
world to meditate in 
Christ’s peace.  This 
quaint monastery church 
is architecturally built 
in traditional wooden 
Hutsul style.  Surrounding 
the church are several 
other accompanying 
wooden buildings which 
house the monastery 
library, class rooms, 
dining room, and living 
cells.

October is the month 
the church celebrates 
the Holy Protection of 
the Mother of God.  
For centuries this 
feast has been very 
popular and loved by 
all Slavic peoples.  It 
commemorates a 
miraculous event in which 
the Christians who at that 
time were being attacked 
by barbarian troops and 
in imminent danger of 
death and destruction, 
gathering in the great 
cathedral, to pray and 
beseech God protection 
from the imminent harm 
and destruction.  Lo 
and behold, outside the 
cathedral and above 
the great dome of 
the church appeared 
Our Lady holding her 
mantle stretched out in 
a gesture of protection 
over all within from the 

destruction by the church 
enemies.   Miraculously, 
no one was harmed.  
Our Lady saved all by 
her Holy Protection.  
A miracle!  Every 
October the church now 
commemorates this great 
miracle by Our Lady’s 
feast called ”Pokrova” or 
Holy Protection. 

Something of a very 
similar nature occurred 
within our very own 
church recently, when 
California was being 
devastated and 
destroyed by raging 
uncontrollable wild fires.  
The fire voraciously 
destroyed forests, 
houses, and object or 
structure within its path 
for miles along the Rt. 
101 Highway North.  The 
flames approached the 

vicinity of the monastery 
but did not touch nor 
destroy any structure at 
the Holy Transfiguration 
Monastery!  It was 
miraculous.  Fires 
continued their path 
of devastation and 
destruction all around 
the Monastery but never 
touched the church nor 
other buildings on the 
property. With a sense 
of awe, wonder, and 
prayerful gratitude, all 
agreed that this is the 
work of the Mother of 
God who again extended 
her saving mantle of 
protection.  May her 
Son be praised and may 
She be thanked for this 
wonderful miracle.

Rev. Deacon Michael 
Waak
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During the month of 
October, families of 
the St. John the Baptist 
(Northampton, PA) 
Religious Education 
group collected 
donations for twelve 
children in Lviv and 
Kramatorsk, Ukraine 
whose families have 
been impacted by the 
war.  On Tuesday, 
October 17th, the 
students sorted and 
packed the donations 
into backpacks for each 
sponsored child. Each 
backpack contained a 
warm sweater, hats and 
gloves, school supplies, 
candy and a soccer 
ball.  The backpacks 
were delivered to the 
Ukrainian American 
Youth Association 
(Whippany, NJ branch) 
which will ship them 
along with hundreds 
of other backpacks 
to sponsored children 
throughout Ukraine.  
The backpacks will be 
distributed in Ukraine 
in time for St. Nicholas 
Day celebrations.  A 
heartfelt Thank You 
to our very generous 
Religious Education 
Students, Parents and 
Teachers!

Northampton Parish Religious Education Students fill 
backpacks with donations for children in Ukraine
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ARCHEPARCHIAL WOMEN’S DAY COMMITTEE

(continued on next page)

With the support of His 
Grace, Metropolitan 
Stefan Soroka, and the 
Archeparchy’s clergy, 
the members of the 
Committee for the 
Enrichment of Women 
in the Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia have, 
since 2005, generously 
contributed their talents, 
expertise, time and gifts 
to develop Days of 
Prayer and Reflection 
structured to address the 
spiritual and temporal 
needs of women of the 
Archeparchy as well as 
other interested women.  
Guided by its Mission:

Photo: Women’s Day 2005
“… to provide opportunities for women to grow and expand
their knowledge and interests.  Through various programs,

women of all ages have an occasion to grow spiritually and deepen their faith;
to expand their social consciousness and their understanding of the

social issues and problems facing today’s women and families; and to nurture
their personal development through the enrichment opportunities offered,”

the consecrated religious of the Archeparchy  the Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great, Fox Chase, PA 
(Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, Sister Elizabeth Bertoldi, Sister Joann Sosler, Sister Laura Palka); the Sisters 
Servants of Mary Immaculate, Sloatsburg, NY (Sister Michele Yakymovich, Sister Kathleen Hutsko, Sister 
Natalia Stoczanyn, Sister Eliana Ilnitski) and the Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God, Philadelphia, 
PA (Sister Evhenia Prusney, Sister Timothea Konyu, Sister Nadiya Baranick), complemented by the pious, 
dedicated women leaders of various Ukrainian Catholic parishes (Daria Zaharchuk, Helen Fedoriw, Ann 
Stefanic, Nancy Claflin, Daria Zaharchuk, Mary Quinn and Kasha Keevil), identified a variety of timely 
and constructive topics designed to empower women to become active leaders in the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church.

Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, Chairperson, commented that “In creating each program, the Committee 
endeavored to respond effectively to the questions in the minds of Ukrainian Catholic women.”  Such 
questions included:

 What is the role of the 21st Century Ukrainian Catholic woman?

 How can we encourage a greater participation in parish life?
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ARCHEPARCHIAL WOMEN’S DAY COMMITTEE
(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)

What type of support 
is needed by the single 
woman, the widow, the 
divorced woman, the 
single mother?  

What are the spiritual 
cravings of each of these 
women?
 
How does a mother 
model her ministry upon 
modern day saints who 
have lived a fulfilling life 
as  nurturers?

Who is God for the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Woman? Photo: Women’s Day 2006

How does one prepare herself for the transition to a deeper spirituality and psychological  growth?

Through the offerings listed below, the Committee did its utmost to respond effectively and practically to 
these questions:

Women as Gift to the Church—March 5, 2005
Keynote Speaker:  Melanne Verveer, Co-Founder of Vital Voices Global Partnership, Former Assistant to 
the President and Chief of Staff to First Lady, Hillary Clinton
Workshop Presenters:
Women as Evangelizers – Sister Marina Bochnewich, OSBM, Director of the Basilian Spirituality Center
Women as Peacemakers – Vera M. Andryczyk, Director of Public Relations, Ukrainian Federation of America
Women as Leaders – The Honorable Diane McMonagle Welsh, U.S. District Court
Woman as Dreamers – Sister Theresa Matwe, SSMI, Provincial Council, Formation Team Canadian Province, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

Come Meet the “Stranger at the Well”—March 18, 2006
Presenters:
Barbara Yastishock-Lutz, Assistant Professor of Education, Penn State University; Office of Eastern Christian 
Formation, Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic
Sister Maria Kelly, Missionary Sister of the Mother of God
Sister Natalia Stoczanyn, Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate
Sister Rita Stremba, Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great
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(continued on next page)

ARCHEPARCHIAL WOMEN’S DAY COMMITTEE
(continued from previous page)

Women Nurturing 
Women—October 27, 
2007
Presenter:  Sister Janice 
Soluk, SSMI, Superior 
General of the Sisters 
Servants of Mary 
Immaculate

From Grief to Grace—
March 28, 2009
Presenter:  Kimberly 
Hashin, M.D., Co-
Director, Schuylkill 
Osteoporosis Clinic

God’s Presence in 
the Seasons of a 
Woman’s Life—March 
26, 2011
Presenters:
Lada Pastushak, 
Program Director at U. 
S. Ukrainian Business 
Council (“Spring”)

Christine Hayda, 
M.S., Organizational 
Development, Facilitator 
for Retreats for Clergy 
and Council (“Summer”)

Zenia Cherynk, 
D.O. Physician and 
Humanitarian (“Fall”)

Photo: Women’s Day 2007

Church Alive!  An Invitation to Women to Evangelize—March 9, 2013
Presenters:
Sister Janice McLaughlin, President of Maryknoll Sisters of St. Dominic, and author of “Ostriches, Dung 
Beetles and other Spiritual Masters:  A Book of Wisdom from the Wild”
Mary Joseph, Executive Director, Legacy of Life Foundation, author of “Faith on Fire,” and facilitator of 
small-group activities
(Unfortunately, this presentation was canceled due to low participation)
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(continued on next page)

Faith and the Family—March 1 and March 
8, 2015
Presenter:  Sister Natalia Stoczanyn, SSMI 
(Presented in English and Ukrainian)

Women as Caregivers:  Spiritual, Pastoral 
and Practical Matters—March 6 and April 
24, 2016
Presenters:
Sophia Shchur, BSN, RN – “May I Walk you 
Home?”  Courage, Comfort and Coping for 
Caregivers
Sister Joann Sosler, OSBM – Practical Aspects of 
Care-giving

Initially, each Women’s Day of Prayer was held in the 
Cathedral Hall in Philadelphia.  In order to reach as 
many of the Archeparchy’s women as possible, the 
Committee chose to present programs in parishes 
of two different Deaneries.  Consequently, “Faith 
and the Family” was offered on March 1, 2015 at 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, Passaic, 
NJ and on March 8, 2015 at Presentation of Our 
Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church, Lansdale, PA.  In 
2016, “Women as Caregivers” was presented at 
the Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy 

ARCHEPARCHIAL WOMEN’S DAY COMMITTEE
(continued from previous page)

Photo: Women’s Day 2009 Photo: Women’s Day 2011

Photo: Women’s Day 2015

Photo: Women’s Day 2016
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(continued from previous page)

Family in Washington, DC on 
March 6 and at St. Vladimir 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Scranton, PA. on April 24.

In his Letter to the Galatians, 
St. Paul teaches us “… not to 
grow weary of doing good, for 
in due season we will reap, if 
we do not give up.”  Countless 
comments received from the 
women of the Archeparchy 
who have participated in these 
various Women’s Days of 
Prayer, reflection and sharing 
reveal that this ministry of love 
has yielded much fruit.  These 
remarks reveal a common 
impression—that each offering 
has allowed women time and 
encouragement to focus on 
their being rather than upon 
doing.  

The Committee, with the blessing 
of His Grace, Metropolitan 
Stefan Soroka met to evaluate 
and discern the future role of the 
Committee and its involvement 
in the Archeparchy.  In order to 

ARCHEPARCHIAL WOMEN’S DAY COMMITTEE

reach more women the Committee decided to share the material from previous gatherings through a page 
in The Way entitled “Women to Women.”  Brief descriptions of each presentation will be posted, along with 
some questions for reflection and suggested reference material for further study/research on the topic.  In 
the near future, short video presentations will be made available; and women will be invited to participate 
through questions and comments.

The Committee wishes to thank all who participated in any way.  The speakers who eloquently presented 
relevant topics; the creative individuals who prepared and led the prayers and rituals; those skilled in 
baking provided delicious refreshments; the women whose facilitative ability led the group discussions;  and 
most of all the wonderful women who attended and contributed their thoughts, ideas and experiences at 
each of the sessions.  We ask your continued involvement by sharing feedback from your experiences at 
those days and how, and if, this effected your life in any way.   

Photo: Some of the members of the 
Women’s Day Committee



Ukrainian Catholic Patriarchal Catechetical Commission Meets 
with U.S. Bishops and Eparchial Representatives in Stamford, CT

Stamford, CT—The 
Patriarchal Catechetical 
Commission of the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, under the 
chairmanship of Bishop 
Peter Stasiuk, C.Ss.R., 
Eparchy of Australia, New 
Zealand and Oceania, 
held a two day meeting 
here, October 23-24, 
2017 with the hierarchs 
and catechetical 
representatives of the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in the United 
States.  The meeting 
is one of a series 
of meetings that the 
Patriarchal Catechetical 
Commission is holding 

throughout the world with 
eparchial catechetical 
commissions to assess 
the present status of 
catechetical formation 
and evangelization in 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church.  The findings 
will be presented at the 
Patriarchal Synod of 
Bishops in 2018.

The Monday session 
began with a 
welcome address from 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka from 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia.

In his remarks, 
Metropolitan Soroka 
expressed his optimism 
for the future of 
catechetical instruction 
and formation. 

Metropolitan Stefan 
stated,  “We need to 
inspire new approaches 
to sharing the faith in 
life-giving and relevant 
ways.  My hope for this 
gathering is that we will 
focus on imaginative 
ways we can share 
the excellent catechism 
material which has 
recently been developed 
within our Ukrainian 
Catholic Church.  I am 

fearful that if we confine 
ourselves to traditional 
methods of teaching 
catechism, the results will 

(continued on next page)

Metropolitan Stefan 
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by: Very Rev. Archpriest John M. Fields 



continue to be minimal.  

He asked, “Can we 
develop creative ways 
by which we can entice 
parents to seek catechism 
material on various 
websites?  Can we 
provide for the parents 
to study the material with 
their children and then 
to meet periodically in a 
group with a catechism 
teacher or with their 
parish priest?  Can 
we develop appealing 
short messages which 
might raise the interest 
of young minds and 
their parents to know 
more about their faith?  
Such messages could 
be shared on websites, 
Facebook, twitter, and 
other such sites.”

Bishop Stasiuk addressed 
the topic, “We Have the 
Catechism (Christ, Our 

Pascha)—What Next?”  
In his presentation he 
candidly expressed many 
of the difficulties that exist 
in parishes, from size, 
to lack of children, to 
commitment of parents, 
to secularization, that 
must be confronted 
in the present age.  
He cited the need to 
transform parish life from 
one of maintenance to 
one of mission, drawing 
upon the central theme 
from the book of Father 
James Mallon, Divine 
Renovation: Bringing your 
parish from Maintenance 
to Mission.

Rev. Dr. Bryan Kelty 
made a presentation 
about the importance 
of Sacred Scripture in 
Catechetical Service 
and the interrelationship 
of both in the lifelong 
formation of Christians.

Ukrainian Catholic Patriarchal Catechetical Commission Meets 
with U.S. Bishops and Eparchial Representatives in Stamford, CT

(continued from previous page)

Considerable time was 
given to discussing the 
present state of catechesis 
with presentations 
from representatives 
of the Philadelphia 
Archeparchy and the 
eparchies of Stamford, 
Chicago and Parma.

Nazar Duda and 
Oksana Boiko, from 
the UGCC Patriarchal 
Catechetical Commission 
made presentations on 
catechesis for young 
adults and also on the 
materials that have been 
prepared by the UGCC 
Patriarchal Catechetical 
Commission.

Sister Luiza Ciupa, 
SSMI, a member of the 
Patriarchal Catechetical 
Commission, presented 
insights and the needs 
for updating the 

Catechetical Directory 
of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church.

Bishop Benedict 
Aleksiychuk, from the 
St. Nicholas Eparchy 
of Chicago also made 
a presentation on the 
importance of liturgy 
to catechesis and how 
all the members of the 
entire church must strive 
to grow into experiencing 
a living faith, which must 
include all the services of 
our liturgical tradition.

In considering future 
needs, the group 
would like to see 
the establishment 
of a Metropolitan 
Catechetical Commission, 
the development of 
ongoing formation and 

(continued on next page)
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certification programs for 
catechists, coordination 
of the list of catechetical 
materials available in 
both the English and 
Ukrainian languages, 
and the increased 
access of these materials 
on the internet for clergy, 
catechists, parents, 
youth, and all the faithful.

Metropolitan Stefan 
Soroka, Bishop Andriy 
Rabiy, Rev. Archpriest 
John M. Fields and 
Rev. Volodymyr 

Popyk represented 
the Philadelphia 
Archeparchy.

Bishop Paul Chomnycky, 
OSBM, Bishop emeritus 
Basil H. Losten, Sr. 
Eliane Ilnitski, SSMI, Rev. 
Kiril Angelov, Rev. Vasyl 
Colopelnic and Rev. 
Roman Malyarchuk were 
the representatives of the 
Stamford Eparchy.

Representing the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Eparchy of St. Nicholas 

Ukrainian Catholic Patriarchal Catechetical Commission Meets 
with U.S. Bishops and Eparchial Representatives in Stamford, CT

(continued from previous page)

Eparchy in Chicago 
were Bishop Benedict 
Aleksiychuk, Kateryna 
Stasyuk and Rev. 
Volodymyr Kushnir.

Bishop Bohdan Danylo, 
Rev. Andrii Romankiv, 
Sr. Ann Laszok, OSBM, 
Zachary T. Svdiak,  
Renata Harmatiy and 
Kathy Rudakewich were 
the participants from the 
Eparchy of St. Josaphat 
in Parma, Ohio.

Metropolitan Soroka 
was the main celebrant 
during the Monday 
morning Divine Liturgy 
celebrated in the Chapel 
of St. Basil’s Seminary.  
On Tuesday morning, 
Bishop Chomnycky 
was the main celebrant 
during the Divine Liturgy.
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Bishop Andriy visited a Center helping youth with 
special needs

On Wednesday, 
September 13, I visited 
a department of Caristas 
– Ukraine, Center 
of Leisure and social 
adaptation for young 
people with special 
needs, upon an invitation 
extended by Mrs. Mariya 
Chuchman. The Center is 
located at St. George’s 
Square 5/30, in Lviv, that 
works with handicapped 
and challenged young 
people. Mrs. Chuchman, 
Natalia Zahaylo, and 
Rev. Deacon Roman 
Babiy are involved with 
the youth for the last 15 
years. They created and 
run a daycare program 
for the youth, which helps 
their personal, physical, 
psychological and 
spiritual development. 
They attend eagerly the 
Center every day, and 
one can easily tell how 
much they enjoy being 
there (you can see it on the 
photos). Unfortunately, 
the Center is in need of 
funding for the next year.  
Its annual budget is 
roughly 200,000 hryvnia 
(or $8,000).  If they do 
not get the funds, the 
Center will be forced to 
close its doors.  I would 
like to appeal to your 
generosity and make 
donations – whatever 
you can.  You may make 
out your check to Special 
Needs in Ukraine, to 
our chancery fund, and 

mailed to Archbishop’s 
Chancery, 810 
North Franklin Street, 
Philadelphia PA 19123. 
Attn: Special Needs in 
Ukraine. Bishop Andriy 
will take the money to 
the Center in January of 

Donations received thus far:

Anonymous………………………………………………………………..… 380.00$      
Anonymous……………………………………………………………….... 45.00$        
Anonymous……………………………………………………………..….. 25.00$        
Samilo Russel & Linda …………………………………………….….. 100.00$      
Suchoza David & Maria ……………………………………………..... 25.00$        
Bishop Losten …………………………………………………………...… 2,000.00$  
Hodowanec Michael & Shirley Memory of Little Nick… 300.00$      
Koretsky Cynthia…………………………………………………………. 200.00$      
Ngo Tuan & Daniel…………………………………………………….... 1,000.00$  
Pagnotti Helen………………………………………………………..….. 25.00$        
Stek Ann Marie……………………………………………………….…… 100.00$      
Hewko Christine…………………………………………………..…….. 75.00$        
Assumption of BVM Perth Amboy NJ………………….………. 500.00$      

4,775.00$  

2018 when he visits them 
again.  You may also 
send them packages 
to Center of Leisure 
and social adaptation 
for young people 
with special needs, St. 
George’s Square 5/30, 

Lviv 79000, Ukraine .  
Let’s help them! I will be 
very grateful to everyone 
who supports this project 
and remember you in my 
prayers! Thank You!

+Andriy Rabiy



The Head of the UGCC: "Do not look for other messiahs for 
only in God is our power, faith and victory!"

Saturday, 21 October 
2017

Every Christian should 
ask himself: Who is a 
Christian today? We 
are living in a complex 
world, full of challenges 
practically in every 
institution. That is why 
we must unite among 
ourselves and, first of all, 
with God! For He is much 
closer than we think. 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav 

spoke about this on 
Thursday, October 19, 
during the Divine Service 
in the Cathedral of the 
Holy Family in London. 
He was assisted by 
Bishops Hlib (Lonchyna) 
and Volodymyr (Grutsa).

"In today's Gospel we 
hear a conversation 
between Jesus Christ 
and the disciples of John 
the Baptist. This is a talk 
about the main questions 

which John's pupils ask 
Jesus: 'Are you the one 
who is to come or shall 
we look for another?' 
Actually, this question 
means: Who are You? 
This is a consolidation 
of the question about 
identity," with such words 
the Primate of the UGCC 
began his homily.

According to him, the 
Old Testament people 
were awaiting the 

Messiah by certain signs. 
Jesus Christ answers 
this question. "Coming 
of Jesus Christ means 
closeness of God to a 
man. It's not a man who 
came to God but the 
Lord came to a man. It's 
not a man who touched 
God, but He touched a 
man," emphasized the 
Head of the Church.

(continued on next page)
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Feast of St. Michael the 
Archangel

November 8th is the 
Feast of St. Michael 
the Archangel.  The 
word “Michael” means 
“like God.”  Ukrainian 
Catholics have for 
centuries honored 
Archangel Michael, 
naming many a church 
and a son after this 
beloved defender of the 
Heavenly Throne.  He 
is honored as patron of 
Eastern Ukraine.  

In the beginning there 
was only God.  For God 
is eternal, having no 
beginning nor end.  Then 
God out of love created 
first of all the angels 
before any earthly 

creatures, before man 
himself.
 
Angels are pure spirits.  
They are without  bodies.  
They, like man, were 
created to know, love 
and serve God.   God 
had tested the angels 
to see if they truly loved 
Him and obey His 
commands.  Some did 
not, disobeyed God and 
were cast into the abyss 
(hell) by the Archangel 
Michael, chief of the 
Heavenly hosts, the good 
angels). The angels who 
refused God’s command 
were sent to a place of 
eternal suffering.  The 
devils or bad angels seek 

to tempt man to sin, turn 
against God, not obey 
His Holy will.  
  
We have the Archangel 
Michael along with the 
other angels to guard 
and protect us from evil.  
We can turn to them in 

the hour of our need.  
And God Himself has 
assigned to us our own 
Guardian Angel to be at 
our side and watch over 
us and keep us free from 
harm.  



In His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav's opinion, in 
the person of Jesus Christ 
we can see the advent 
of God's Kingdom to 
us a real, visible one, - 
and feel God's presence 
among people. "Jesus 
says: 'Blessed is anyone 
who does not stumble on 
account of me ...' What 
did he mean? People 
got used so much that 
God is far away; that 
one must shout so He 
could hear him; one 
must almost apply force 
to knock the doors of 
Heavenly Kingdom so 
that the Lord would open 
them for us... So when 
the Gospel says that He 
is close, people would 
not believe it," said the 
preacher.

His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
believes that a man 
does not always want 
to accept everything that 
Jesus wants to give him. 
He must believe and be 
with God Who is part of 
his life.  "I think that this 
uneasy question 'Who 
are you?' every Christian 
should ask himself. What 
is a true Christian today?" 
ponders the Primate and 
adds: "A Christian is the 
one who is baptized in 
the Name of the Father 
and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit. And this is the 

one who by his own life 
is preaching the good 
news that God is close. 
Christians live with God 
and He lives in them. 
This is who the Christians 
are," stressed the Head 
of the Church.

The Primate assured that 
God is close to us but 
we, too, must be close to 
Him. Every day we must 
try in our soul and heart 
to be true Christians. 
"We are living in a not 
simple world now. We 
are living in the world 
which the Pope Francis 
called the third world 
war, which is going 
on by parts in various 
corners of the world. We 
are at the threshold of a 
new technical revolution, 
which will challenge all 
the institutions of this 
world," summed up His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav.

The Head of the UGCC: "Do not look for other messiahs for 
only in God is our power, faith and victory!"

(continued from previous page)

He added that 
we must unite 
and never 
forget that in 
God is our 
strength, faith 
and victory! 
"We must not 
look for other 
messiahs. We 
in Ukraine 
often wait for 
a new messiah 
who will come 

and put everything in 
order. In the times of 
Maidan people were 
closely looking into those 
leaders, who went on 
the stage, and asked: 
'Is this him? Or should 
we wait for another?'" 
recalls the Primate of the 
UGCC the events of the 
Revolution of Dignity.

"I wish you here, in 
England, were all true 
Christians! Should 
people ask, who are 
those Ukrainians, Greek 
Catholics,  so you may 
answer freely that we 
are faithful to God and 
through us the living 
resurrected Christ is 
being shown to the 
world," emphasized the 
Head of the UGCC.

We would like to remind 
you that from October 
19 - October 31 His 

Beatitude Sviatoslav  
made an Official 
Visitation to Great 
Britain at the invitation 
of the Right Reverend 
Hlib (Lonchyna), Eparch 
of the Eparchy of 
the Holy Family of 
London. This event is 
especially important for 
the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church in Great 
Britain because 2017 
marks the 60-th Jubilee 
of its establishment.

The UGCC Department 
for Information 

http://news.ugcc.ua/
en/photo/the_head_of_
the_ugcc_do_not_look_
for_other_mess iahs_
for_on ly_ in_god_ i s_
our_power_faith_and_
victory_80778.html
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Apostolic Nuncio briefs the Pope on the political, ecclesial 
and ecumenical situation in Ukraine

Eastern Catholic Bishops of Europe meet in London

23 October 2017

On October 7, Pope 
Francis received Claudio 
Gugerotti, the Apostolic 
Nuncio in Ukraine in a 
private audience.

According to the 
Apostolic Nunciature 
in Ukraine, during the 
meeting, the Holy Father 
was willing to get a 
detailed account of the 

political, ecclesial and 
ecumenical situation in 
Ukraine, and especially 
about the people 
affected by the war in the 
Donbas. He also wanted 
to hear about the state of 
his humanitarian Initiative 
“Pope for Ukraine”.

The Pope also gave 
Nuncio his detailed 
instructions for his 
activities and priorities to 

follow.

The Apostolic Nuncio 
presented a gift to the 
Holy Father – a glass 
candle holder in the 
form of a rose, which the 
Catholics from Donbas 
wanted to offer to the 
Pope as a sign of loyalty 
and gratitude on the 
occasion of the last visit 
of Nuncio in the region.

“Pope Francis asked 
the Nuncio to convey 
His parental love for 
all Ukrainians, assuring 
them of his prayer and 
blessing,” the statement 
reads.

h t t p s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
catho l i c s/apos to l i c_
nunciatura/68714

28 October 2017

Upon the invitation of 
Rt Rev Hlib Lonchyna, 
Bishop of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Eparchy of the 
Holy Family of London, 
the annual meeting of 
the Eastern Catholic 
Bishops in Europe 
convened in London on 
Thursday 26th October 
2017 to commemorate 
the 60th anniversary 
of the establishment of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
E xa r cha te/Epa r chy , 
UGCC Information 
department informs.

This year, as the focus of 
their meeting, the Bishops 
of the continent’s Eastern 
Catholic Churches will 
discuss “Kerygma – 
Catechesis – Mystagogy” 
(the proclamation of 
the gospel of Christ, 
its deepening and its 

celebration). The choice 
of theme was dictated by 
the numerous challenges, 
such as the migration 
of many Eastern 
Catholics to regions and 
countries of different 
Christian traditions 
or denominations. 
The Eastern Catholic 
Churches have been 
trying to respond to those 
challenges through the 
re-discovery of elements 
proper to their Eastern 

tradition.

The Apostolic Nuncio to 
Great Britain, the Most 
Reverend Edward Joseph 
Adams conveyed Papal 
greetings and blessings 
for the conference. 
Also in attendance at 
the opening ceremony 
was the Right Reverend 
Paul McAleenan, 
Auxiliary Bishop of 
Westminster who, on 
behalf of His Eminence 

Cardinal Vincent 
Nichols, welcomed 
the representatives of 
12 Eastern Catholic 
Churches in Europe 
attending the annual 
meeting. The Opening 
Ceremony also included 
a presentation about the 
history of Eparchy.

h t t p s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
catholics/ugcc/68783/
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Head of the UGCC: Ukraine feels itself in clutches of death
23 October 2017

Ukraine is now bleeding. 
Tens of thousands of 
widows and mothers 
are mourning their 
sons. Once again, 
Ukraine feels itself in the 
clutches of death and 
abandoned, both by 
the West and the East. 
Everyone perceives us 
as a problem for which 
no solution is found. But 
today, Christ speaks 
to us: do not cry! Get 
up! I am your way out 
and hope! Fighting and 
winning is our way out.

This was said on October 
22, by Head of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav during a 
sermon to the faithful in 
Manchester, where, at 
the invitation of Bishop 
Hlib (Lonchyna), the 
Eparch of the Diocese 
of the Holy Family in 
London, is staying during 
his official pastoral visit 
to the UK.

According to the 
Department of 
Information of the UGCC, 
Patriarch Sviatoslav 
congratulated the 60th 
anniversary of the 
creation of the exarchate 
and the diocese of 
the Holy Family of the 
UGCC in the UK. “We 
see that those 60 years 
were not easy. However, 

these years were an 
experience that the Lord 
God is with us in every, 
even the most difficult 
moment of our being: 
church and national, He 
came to his people. He 
was, is and will be with 
us! "- said the head of 
the UGCC.

The spiritual leader of 
the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholics made a parallel 
with the biblical history 
of the city of Nain with 
the history of the UGCC 
community in the UK. 
“After the Second World 
War, being hostage 
to the war that was 
carrying death, many 
sons and daughters of 
our land arrived in this 
foggy Albion ... Who 
was supposed to help 
them? I was told that 
our people were forced 
to go to the police once 
a week to receive a 
seal in the documents 
until 1967, if I am not 
mistaken. Our people 
were not even called 
Ukrainians, because they 
were told that such a 
state as Ukraine does not 
exist,” said His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav.

Those fighters, continued 
the Primate, seemed to 
have lost any hope of 
freedom, for achieving 
which they paid with 
their blood, for which 
hundreds of sons 

and daughters of our 
Ukrainian land died in 
unequal struggle for free 
Ukraine. “But, I think, 
clustering around their 
Ukrainian churches, they 
heard this voice: do not 
cry! I tell you, get up! 
And they got up, lived, 
created and left us today 
the legacy of wonderful 
temples, culture, 
works of art, left their 
descendants and left us 
their dream of a free and 
independent Ukraine. 
The Risen Christ gave 
it to us. Our Ukrainians 
in Britain sang: Christ is 
resurrected, and Ukraine 
is rising again. And so 
it happened,” said the 
preacher.

“May the Lord be 
blessed, as He revealed 
Himself to our people 
here as a way out of 

hopelessness, a hand of 
help in a place where no 
one wanted to give that 
help,” said the hierarch.
The Head of the Church 
conveyed warm greetings 
from the brothers and 
sisters from Ukraine, 
from the Motherland. 
"Celebrating this jubilee, 
we feel that God has 
visited his people. He is 
with us today and will be 
forever,” said the Head 
of the Church.

As reported, the official 
visit of the Head of the 
UGCC to Great Britain 
lasts from 19 to 31 
October 2017.

h t t p s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
ukra ine_and_wor ld/
ukrainians_outside_of_
Ukraine/68709

Photo: http://news.ugcc.ua



Head of the UGCC: Ukraine is a breadbasket of Europe to 
sow it with the word of Gospels

30 October 2017

On these days the head 
of the UGCC is making 
an official pastoral 
visit to the UK at the 
invitation of Bishop Hlib 
(Lonchyna), the eparch 
of the Eparchy of the 
Holy Family in London. 
The official visit of the 
Head of the UGCC to 
Great Britain lasted from  
October 19-31, 2017.

According to the 
UGCC Department of 
Information, on October 
29, 2017, His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav spoke during 
the sermon to the faithful 
at the Cathedral of the 
Holy Family in Europe 
about the mission of 
Ukrainians in Europe – 
“to become a good field, 
upon which the Word 
of God has fallen and 
brought a good fruit.”
 
“For centuries, Ukraine 
was called the 
breadbasket of Europe. 
Not only because we 
had some good and 
fertile land. Not only 
because a lot of grain 
was delivered to Europe 
from our Ukrainian 
lands. But today, this 
breadbasket sows 
Europe with a different 
kind of grain. Under 
difficult circumstances, 
and especially because 

of Ukraine's pain, 
patience and tears, and 
the economic challenges 
our people must seek 
for a better future in the 
countries of Europe, the 
Lord sees each of us as a 
seed, a seed that has to 
sow the West European 
land in which someone 
has stolen the Word of 
God. We have to sow 
this land with the Word 
of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ,” said the UGCC 
head.
 
According to His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav, 
each of us is called to 
witness our Christian faith 
in his place: “At work or 
even standing before the 
British authorities, asking 
you everywhere about 
your passport and visa, 
you must attest you are 
primarily Christians. God 
wants us to be the grain 
that sows these countries 
for a new cause – the 
new evangelization,” 
said the preacher.
 
The head of the UGCC 
thanked the Pope on 
behalf of the whole 
Church as initially the 
exarchate was created 
on his blessing, and 
then the diocese of the 
UGCC in Great Britain, 
he also thanked all the 
priests, hierarchs, in 
particular the Bishops 

Hlib (Lonchyna) and Paul 
(Chomnycky), the bishops 
and the community who 
has sown there the Word 
of God: “The next year 
the temple (the Cathedral 
of the Holy Family - Ed.) 
will mark 50 years when 
the Ukrainian community 
collected funds for it. 
This sanctuary is a visible 
sign that the Word of 
God has brought fruit 
to our people. The 

love for God and the 
solidarity of Ukrainians 
have built this temple 
in the UK and clustered 
our communities around 
the Church,” said the 
Primate of the UGCC.
 
h t t p s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
ukra ine_and_wor ld/
i n t e r n a t i o n a l _
relations/68799

Photo: http://news.ugcc.ua
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Pope Francis: a good shepherd is always close to his people

30/10/2017

(Vatican Radio) A good 
shepherd is always close 
to his people, while 
a bad priest is only 
interested in power and 
money. That was Pope 
Francis’ message at the 
Santa Marta Mass on 
Monday, as he reflected 
on the Gospel reading 
for the day.
:
In the reading from St 
Luke’s Gospel, Jesus is in 
the synagogue where he 
meets a woman who has 
been crippled for years 
and is unable to stand 
up straight. The pope 
notes how Luke uses five 
verbs to describe Jesus’ 
actions as the good 
shepherd who is always 
close to his people. 
Jesus saw, he called her, 
he spoke to her, he laid 
his hands on her and he 
cured her.

Bad priests interested 
in power and money

But the doctors of the 
Law, the Pharisees and 

Sadducees, those who 
are very distant from 
their people, rebuke him 
continuously. These were 
not good shepherds, 
the pope explained, as 
they were closed within 
their own world and 
not interested in their 
people. Or perhaps, he 
added, they were only 
interested in them when 
the service was over and 
they wanted to see how 
much money had been 
collected.

Jesus feels 
compassion for 
marginalised

Jesus, on the other hand, 
is close to the woman 
and this closeness comes 
from the compassion 
he feels in his heart. 
Pope Francis said Jesus 
was always there with 
the most marginalized 
people, those who had 
been rejected by the 
clerical crowd, the poor 
and the sick, the sinners 
and the lepers. The good 
shepherd comes close 
and feels compassion, 

he said, adding that 
he is not ashamed to 
touch the wounded flesh 
of those marginalized 
people, just as Jesus did.

God teaches us to be 
close to others

A good shepherd, the 
pope insisted, doesn’t 
say, “Yes, yes, I’m with 
you in spirit,” and keep 
his distance, but rather 
he does what God 
did in sending his Son: 
he taught us to show 
mercy and compassion 
by lowering himself, 
emptying himself and 
making himself a servant 
to others.

Hypocrites are 
offended by Jesus' 
words

The clerical crowd, Pope 
Francis continued, are 
only close to power and 
money, making friends 
with influential people 
and worrying about their 
own pockets. They are 
the hypocrites who are 
not interested in their 

people but become 
offended when Jesus 
accuses them, saying 
that they always follow 
the Law.

We will be judged by 
closeness to others

Luke tells us that the 
whole crowd rejoiced 
when Jesus’ adversaries 
were humiliated – while 
that is a sin, the pope 
said, the people were 
glad because they had 
suffered so much. But 
the good shepherd, he 
concluded, is the one 
who sees, calls, speaks, 
touches and heals. Just 
as God came close to 
us through Jesus Christ, 
he said, all of us will 
be judged by how we 
try to be close to those 
who are hungry, sick,  in 
prison or in any kind of 
need. 

http://en.radiovaticana.
va/news/2017/10/30/
p o p e _ f r a n c i s _ a _
good_ shephe rd_ i s _
always_close_to_his_
people/1345966

(continued on next page)

Over 2,500 Ukrainians named 'righteous' for rescuing 
Jews during WWII

24 October 2017

Over 2,500 Ukrainians 
have been named 
Righteous Among the 
Nations, a title conferred 

on non-Jews who saved 
Jews from extermination 
during World War II, 
Israeli Ambassador 
to Ukraine Eliav 
Belotserkovski has said, 

Interfax-Ukraine informs.

"So far, some 2,573 
Ukrainian citizens have 
been recognized as 
Righteous Among the 

Nations… The Yad 
Vashem Institute is 
working to find those who 
were rescuing and those 
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(continued from previous page)

Over 2,500 Ukrainians named 'righteous' for rescuing 
Jews during WWII

who were rescued," he 
said during the ceremony 
of awarding diplomas 
and medals of Righteous 
Among the Nations in 

Kyiv on Monday.

The Israeli diplomat 
awarded six families 
who were helping Jews 

during World War II, 
an Interfax-Ukraine 
correspondent reported.

h t t p s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/

en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
o t h e r _ c o n f e s s i o n s /
judaism/68736/
 

Pope insists on moral duty to protect human dignity, 
especially in conflicts 

 28/10/2017

Pope Francis on 
Saturday insisted on the 
moral duty of protecting 
human dignity in every 
circumstance, especially 
in armed conflict, saying 
at the end of life we 
will be judged on our 
mercy and solidarity 
for the victims of war.  
He was speaking to 
some 250 participants 
in the 3rd Conference 
on International 
Humanitarian Law 
sponsored by the 
European Society of 
International Law. The 
Oct. 27-28 meeting in 
Rome discussed “The 
protection of civilian 
population in warfare - 
The role of Humanitarian 
Organizations and Civil 
Society.”

Atrocities and 
outrage during 
conflicts
The Pope noted that the 
Holy See, convinced of 
the essentially negative 

nature of war and man's 
most dignified aspiration 
to abolish it, ratified 
the 1977 Additional 
Protocols to the 1949 
Geneva Conventions, 
in order to encourage 
the “humanization of 
the effect of armed 
conflict.”   He drew 
attention to the atrocities 
and outrage perpetrated 
on civil populations 
and persons during 
conflicts, with mutilated 
and headless bodies 
and “our brothers and 
sisters tortured, crucified 
and burnt alive,” in total 
disregard for their human 
dignity.  The destruction 
or damaging of cultural 
treasures, hospitals, 
schools and places of 
worship deprive entire 
generations of their right 
to life, health, education 
and religion. 

Indifference
The Pope warned that 
such news could lead 
to a sort of “saturation” 
that anesthetizes and 

relativizes the gravity of 
the problem, making it 
more difficult for one to 
be moved to compassion 
and solidarity.   The Holy 
Father called for a change 
of heart, an openness 
to God and neighbor, 
that urges persons to 
overcome indifference 
and live solidarity as a 
moral virtue and social 
attitude.  He expressed 
satisfaction over 
numerous manifestations 
of solidarity and charity in 
times of war by persons, 
charities and NGOs, in 
the Church and outside, 
who despite dangers 
and hardships, reach 
out to the wounded, 
the sick, the hungry, 
prisoners and the dead.  
“Indeed,” he stressed, 
“aid to victims of conflict 
calls for various works of 
mercy on which we will 
be judged at the end of 
life.”

Moral duty to respect, 
protect human 
dignity

The Holy Father 
wished that fighters as 
well as humanitarian 
organizations and 
workers be able to put into 
practice the fundamental 
principles of humanity, 
impartiality, neutrality 
and independence, 
that are the heart of 
humanitarian law.  But 
where humanitarian law 
is met with hesitation 
and omission, he said, 
“individual conscience 
must recognize the moral 
duty to respect and 
protect the dignity of the 
human person in every 
circumstance, especially 
in situations where it is 
most threatened.”  

http://en.radiovaticana.
va/news/2017/10/28/
pope_ in te rna t iona l_
h u m a n i t a r i a n _
l a w _ c o n f l i c t _
mercy_/1345727
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Relics of the underground bishop to be placed in the 
Patriarchal Cathedral of the UGCC

19 October 2017

On November 12, 
the relics of the 
Blessed Martyr Vasyl 
Velychkovsky, who 
headed the UGCC 
during its underground 
existence, will be 
brought to the 
Patriarchal Cathedral 
of the Resurrection of 
Christ of the UGCC in 
Kyiv.
 
The event dedicated to 
the commemoration of 
the Blessed Martyr will 
take place after the third 
Liturgy, which begins at 
11:00, the Department 
of Information of the 
UGCC reports.

 
The faithful and guests 
of the cathedral will be 
able to find out about 
the life of Blessed Vasyl 
during the underground 
activity, his defiance of 
the regime of the then 
government, watch a 
scene from the prison 
life of the holy martyr, 
and also get inspired by 
the spiritual singing of 
the MetaNoya group. 
The special moment of 
the event will be the 
testimony of the family of 
the Blessed Vasyl - Iryna 
Kolomiets and Cornelia 
Petryshyna.
 
The program of the 
event was developed 
by Tatyana and Oleg 

Chiharivskys, spouses 
from Lviv, who are 
engaged in the spread 
of worship of the Blessed 
Vasyl, in cooperation 
with the  Redemptorist 
sisters and the brothers of 
the Kyivan Three-Saints' 

Theological Seminary.
 
 
h t tps :// r i su .o rg .ua/
en/ index/a l l _news/
c u l t u r e / r e l i g i o u s _
ceremonies/68664


