
VOL. 78 - No. 19 ENGLISH VERSIONOCTOBER 22, 2017

Official Publication of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia

Jubilarians Honored during Annual Archieparchial Wedding 
Anniversary Divine Liturgy Celebration

Philadelphia, Pa.--
On Sunday, October 
15, 2017, seventeen 
couples were honored 
during the Annual 

Wedding Anniversary 
Celebration during the 
Divine Liturgy at the 
golden-domed Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the 

Immaculate Conception.

Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka was the 
main celebrant and 

homilist at the 11:00 
A.M. Divine Liturgy, 
concelebrated by Very 

(continued on next page)
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(continued on next page)

(continued from previous page)

Reverend Roman Pitula, 
cathedral rector.
 
Lisa Oprysk led the 
congregation in the 
singing of the liturgical 
responses.

During his homily, 
Metropolitan Stefan 
offered congratulations 
to the jubilarians and 
said, "Thank you for 
having lived your 
covenant of marriage 
with great mercy and 
joy.  You lived it because 
of your deep love for 
one another.  You 
lived it because of your 
care for one another…  

Jubilarians Honored during Annual Archieparchial Wedding 
Anniversary Divine Liturgy Celebration

God’s hand was present 
throughout, known and 
unknown to you, and 
He promised this in the 
blessing you received in 

your marriage."

Just before the Dismissal, 
the Jubilarians, standing 
on the solea in front of 

the iconostas, renewed 
their marriage vows.  



OCTOBER 22, 2017  3

Jubilarians Honored during Annual Archieparchial Wedding 
Anniversary Divine Liturgy Celebration

(continued from previous page)

Metropolitan then 
bestowed a blessing 
upon each couple and 
sprinkled them with Holy 
Water.  Each couple 
was also presented 
with a commemorative 
blessing certificate by 
Metropolitan Stefan.

After the Divine Liturgy, 
a dinner reception was 
held at the Archbishop’s 
residence for the 
anniversary couples and 
their guests.  

The anniversary cake 
was cut by Peter and 
Bernadette Nush and 
Jason and Deborah 
Yulich, who were 
observing the longest 
and most recent 

wedding anniversaries, 
respectively. 

The celebration was 
coordinated by Very 
Rev. Archpriest John 
M. Fields, Director of 
Religious Education 
and Evangelization of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia.

May the Lord, our 
God, continue to 
bless and grant to 
all the Archieparchial 
Jubilarians long life, 
peace, good health 
and happiness for many 
happy and blessed 
years!

Watch a video and 

see pictures from the 
Anniversary Celebration 
on our “Archeparchy of 

Philadelphia” Facebook 
page.

The anniversary cake was cut by Peter 
and Bernadette Nush and Jason and 

Deborah Yulich



OCTOBER 22, 2017  4

Peter Nush and Bernadette Nush - 47 years John Long Sr. and Brenda Long - 36 years

Yuriy Beyzik and Olga Beyzik - 35 years

Many Happy Years to the Jubilarians of 2017

Andriy Slotylo and Natalia Slotylo - 35 years

Stepan Venhreniuk and Hanna Venhreniuk - 35 years
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Many Happy Years to the Jubilarians of 2017

Ivan Jakymiv and Oksana Jakymiv - 30 years Oleg Petrik and Lesya Petrik - 30 years

Vasyl Pylypchuk and Olha Pylypchuk - 
30 years

Yosyp Yarychkivskyy and Lesya Yarychkivska - 
30 years

Olexander Bukachevskyy and Oksana Bukachevska 
26 years

Orest Knysh and Halyna Knysh - 26 years
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Many Happy Years to the Jubilarians of 2017

Mykola Dumyak and Oksana Dumyak - 25 years Roman D. Kaczaj and Olga Kaczaj - 25 years

Luke J. Lapotsky, Jr. and Trish Lapotsky - 
25 years

Peter J. Krywczuk and Christine J. Krywczuk - 
20 years

Jason Yulich and Deborah Yulich - 
20 years

Very Reverend Roman Pitula and Tetyana Pitula - 
20 years
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Byzantine Church 
Supplies Store

 
810 N. Franklin Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19123  

Phone: 
(215) 627-0660

Website:  
http://ukrcathedral.com/

byzsup/

Facebook page:
https://www.

facebook.com/
byzantineChurchSupplies/

Save the Date 
 
DATE TO BE MOLEBEN, ANOINTING FOR HEALING AND VENERATION OF HOLY RELICS OF  
RESCHEDULED BLESSED JOSAPHATA HORDASHEVSKA, SSMI, CELEBRATION OF 125TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF FOUNDING OF SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE.  
3:00 PM - UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA  

 
OCTOBER 29TH  HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY AT ST. PAUL UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, 

RAMSEY, NJ AT 12 NOON CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE  
 PARISH 
 

NOVEMBER 12TH HIERARCHICAL DIVINE  LITURGY CELEBRATING 400TH ANNIVERSARY OF  
   FOUNDING OF ORDER OF BASILIAN FATHERS OF ST. JOSAPHAT, 80 YEARS OF  
   MINISTRY IN USA AND 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF CANONIZATION OF BISHOP  
   MARTYR JOSAPHAT, OSBM.  10:00 AM – WARREN, MI. 
 
DECEMBER 25TH CHRISTMAS – NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST YOUR  
   PRAYERFUL PARTICIPATION IN LITURGY IS YOUR BEST GIFT TO JESUS, TO  
   YOURSELF AND TO OTHERS! 
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Sisters of St. Basil the Great, Jesus Lover of Humanity 
Province, Host Eighty-Sixth Annual Pilgrimage Honoring the 

Mother of God (Pokrov)

Reprising an 86-year 
tradition, Sisters of St. 
Basil the Great of the 
Jesus Lover of Humanity 
Province welcomed 
hundreds of pilgrims to 
join them in veneration 
of the Blessed Virgin and 
partake in a multifaceted 
program that included 
spiritual as well as 
corporal nourishment, an 
opportunity to replenish 
the body and the soul, 
and a day to socialize 
with old friends and 
make new ones. 
 
This year’s pilgrimage 
theme was “Set Aside 
All Earthly Cares: Find 
Peace Through the 
Mother of God,” a fitting 
reminder that the spirit 
and spirituality are the 
best antidotes to the 
slings and arrows of 
outrageous fortune that 
beset people individually 
and collectively in a 
world that is chaotic and 
dangerous and in a time 
when too many of us are 
attempting to juggle too 
many things at once, not 
taking time to smell the 
roses or appreciate their 
beauty. And this hustle 
and bustle has additional 
c o n s e q u e n c e s —
among them, a lack of 
perspective for the “other (continued on next page)

guy’s” concerns, fears, 
problems and even a 
lack of perspective for 
what really matters in 
our own lives. 

The first step on the 
journey to Find Peace: the 
Mystery of Reconciliation 

(or what many of us 
call the Sacrament of 
Confession), with pilgrims 
availing themselves of 
the service of attending 
clergy and engaging 
in silent prayer in the 
Holy Trinity Chapel 
or elsewhere on the 

monastery grounds. 

At 10:30 Mothers in 
Prayer intoned the 
rosary, a prelude to the 
procession from the Holy 
Trinity Chapel to the 



(continued on next page)

(continued from previous page)
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Sisters of St. Basil the Great, Jesus Lover of Humanity 
Province, Host Eighty-Sixth Annual Pilgrimage Honoring the 

Mother of God (Pokrov)

Faculty House Auditorium 
where a bilingual 
Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy was celebrated 
by the Most Reverend 
Metropolitan Archbishop 
of Philadelphia, Stefan 
Soroka. Concelebrants 
included Most Reverend 
John Bura, Most 
Reverend Basil Losten and 
Msgr. Peter Waslo.  The 
liturgical experience was 
augmented by the voices 
of the visiting choir from 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Shrine of the Holy Family 
in Washington, D.C. 

An official greeting from 
Provincial Superior Sister 
Dorothy Ann Busowski, 
OSBM, followed. The 
greeting included an 
invitation to explore the 
monastery grounds, 
participate in the varied 
components of the day’s 
program, including 
“stopping into our Holy 
Trinity Chapel for some 
quiet time.” She ended 
her introductory remarks 
with a tribute to one of 
the hundreds attending 
and participating in the 
event:  She went on to 
recognize one pilgrim 
that deserves to be 
recognized in a special 
way - His Grace, Bishop 

Basil Losten. Bishop 
Losten has been a 
faithful pilgrim and this 
day marked the 50th 
year at which he has 
attended the pilgrimage 
in Fox Chase. 

His Most Reverend Stefan 
Soroka delivered the 
homily at both the Divine 
Liturgy and Moleben 
stressing the need to 
set aside all earthly 
cares.  During the Divine 
Liturgy Metropolitan 
Stefan said, “There is a 
very meaningful prayer 
offered by the celebrant 
during the Divine Liturgy 
just before the gifts are 
brought to the altar.  The 
priest or bishop extends 
his hands upward and 
prays that we may set 
aside all earthly cares.  
What kind of earthly 
cares might these be?  
Our thoughts might 
center on our day-to-day 
concerns?”  Metropolitan 
Stefan spoke of “setting 
aside anger, the need for 
forgiveness, not judging 
others, not worrying, 
setting aside feelings of 
envy, standing firm for 
our faith, and lessening 
our tight grip on sharing 

Greeting from Provincial Superior 
Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM
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Sisters of St. Basil the Great, Jesus Lover of Humanity 
Province, Host Eighty-Sixth Annual Pilgrimage Honoring the 

Mother of God (Pokrov)
(continued from previous page)

from our material gifts 
and natural talents. These 
are a few major things 
to strive to set aside as 
we present our gifts of 
sacrifice at the altar.”  
At the conclusion of the 
homily Metropolitan 
Stefan thanked the 
pilgrims for participating 
in the pilgrimage and 
said, “I pray that each 
of us will be inspired 
in a special way from 
your participation today.  
May you increasingly set 
aside the different cares 
of life which hinder our 
closeness to Our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.”
The afternoon featured 
Ukrainian cuisine and 
ample opportunity to 
socialize. Some pilgrims 
sat in a canopied dining 
area, sheltered from wind 
and sun while enjoying 
delicious holubtsi, 

varenyky, and baked 
goods while chatting 
with old friends and 
becoming acquainted 
with pleasant and 
interesting strangers who 
happened to be sitting at 
the same table. Others 
wandered about the 
grounds, visiting familiar 
sites or discovering new 
ones. Before or after 
refreshing the body, 
many pilgrims returned 
to the Basilian Spirituality 
Center for special 
presentations, which 
included a children’s 
program and a panel on 
prayer and religious life.  
Later in the afternoon 
pilgrims joined Mothers 
in Prayer at the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Pochaiv 
to pray the Rosary, each 
decade a tribute to the 
Mother of God and to all 
mothers who dedicated 

to raising children to be 
good Christians, good 
neighbors, and most of 
all, good people. Once 
participants completed 
the last decade of 
the rosary, another 
traditional component 
of the annual pilgrimage 
began: a bilingual 
Moleben was celebrated 
by His Grace, 
Archbishop Soroka and 
local clergy.  The lovely 
voices of the Holy Family 
Choir from Washington, 

D.C. responded to the 
Moleben service.  

As the day ended, 
departing pilgrims (and 
their automobiles) were 
given a tangible and 
spiritual “God speed”—a 
sprinkling of holy water 
and a brief blessing—
ensuring that all would 
arrive home safely. For 
many pilgrims, the spiritual 
parking-lot farewell serves 
as an invitation to next 
year’s pilgrimage. 

Panel sharing Religious Life
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The Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great are grateful to the following who 
helped to make our Pilgrimage to the Mother of God successful 

 
His Grace, Metropolitan Archbishop Stefan Soroka who officiated at the 

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy and moleben and delivered the homily. 
 

His Grace Basil Losten 
His Grace John Bura 

 
Our chaplain Msgr. Peter Waslo 

 
 The clergy who officiated at the Divine Liturgy, Sacrament of Reconciliation and 

Moleben 
 

The choir from Holy Family Shrine, Washington, DC.  
 

The parishes in the Archeparchy of Philadelphia who donated verenyky 
 

 All of our wonderful Basilian Associates and volunteers who donated items or 
time 

 
and all the Pilgrims who attended  

the eighty-sixth Pilgrimage to the Mother of God  
the Pilgrimage was a success because of your participation 

.   
 

A Divine Liturgy will be celebrated in our Holy Trinity Chapel on October 21, 
2017 at 4:00 PM for your intention. 
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The Providence Association 
Of the Ukrainian Catholics in America 

1-877-857-2284 (ext. 211)                                                                              sales@provassn.com 
 

    СОЮЗ УКРАЇНЦІВ  
                 КАТОЛИКІВ  

ПРОВИДІННЯ 

    www.provassn.com                 1912 
    Fraternity                         

2017
LIFE INSURANCE 

FIXED ANNUITIES (Savings Certificates), IRA’S AND ROTH IRAs
Family Financial Protection

Retirement and Savings: Safe, Secure and Steady Wealth Accumulation
401(k), 457, 403(b), IRA and other pension plan rollovers

Lifetime GUARANTEEED MINIMUM INTEREST RATE on Savings is

3.25% - Call or email for details or a free personal consultation!

  B           
I            
N           
G  
O 

Featuring . . . 

Hosted by SS. Peter and Paul Catholic Church 

Sunday, November 5, 2017 
Doors open at 1:30 p.m.  Games begin at 2:00 

p.m. 

Trinity Hall                                                  
37 Prospect St., Simpson, PA 

20 Games plus Special Bingos, 50/50,                 
& Refreshments, too!                                   

$20 in advance -- $25 at the door 

For information call:   ……                                                       
Leslie (570) 499-0746                             
Mary (570) 282-4924                                

Marge (570) 282-5680 
. 

Tickets are non-refundable. 

PRO-LIFE e-mail is 
prolife@ukrcap.org

There is an e-mail address that our 
readership can write to with regard to 
the Pro-Life movement and the Respect 
Life program.  If you have any insights, 
comments, or questions from daily 
life, kindly write and give a name and 
contact.  Answers will be Pro-life all the 
way and based on Sacred Scriptures, esp. 
the Gospel message of Christ, Sacred 
Tradition, and Church teaching. All this is 
in the light of contemporary medical and 
scientific data.
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SS. CYRIL & METHODIUS 
 Ukrainian Catholic Church  

WARREN ST & 1ST AVE, BERWICK    

 Saturday, October 28th 9am - 3pm 

Lunch will be available, along with variety of 

~~ FOOD MADE OUR WAY & baked goods ~~ 

* TAKE- OUTS (limited) START @ 11:00 

For information Contact   Janina Everett   570 759-2824  



 

SCRANTON’S BUS TRIP

Scranton’s St. Vladimir Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church is sponsoring a Christmastime bus trip to 
New York City on Saturday, December 9, 2017. 
There will be three stops in Manhattan: the Ukrainian 
Village on the lower East Side, Bryant Park’s Winter 
Village housing 125 vendors in midtown, and the 
Christmassy Fifth Avenue area. Participants will 
have an opportunity to enjoy some tasty Ukrainian 
goodies, see many beautiful Christmas decorations 
as only New York City can do it including the 

famous Christmas 
tree at Rockefeller 
Center and more. 
Participants can 
follow the above 
three-stop itinerary 
or are free to do 
their own thing for 
part or all of the 

day. Departure from St. Vladimir Church, 428 North 
Seventh Avenue is at 8:00am and return trip home 
will be at 8:30pm. Cost is $42.00 per person. For 
additional details and to make reservations phone 
570 563-2275 or email paulewasko@gmail.com

DOORS OPEN AT NOON 

GAMES BEGIN AT 1 PM 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2017 

Presentation of Our Lord 
1564 Allentown Road 

Lansdale, PA 

Presentation of Our Lord 
Ukrainian Catholic Church 

  F
al

l B
as

ke
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go

 

Tickets: 
$20 in 

advance 
$25 at 

the door 

 

FOR TICKETS AND INFORMATION:  

PLEASE CALL ALICIA AT 215-852-3463  

Sample only 
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SAINT BASIL ACADEMY SCHOLARSHIP/
ENTRANCE EXAM
The Scholarship/Entrance Exam will be given on 
Saturday, October 21st and Saturday, October 
28th, from 8am-12 pm. Register online: https://
www.stbasilacademy.org/admissions/application-
test-registration/ To schedule a Shadow Day visit 
https://www.stbasilacademy.org/admissions/visit-
us/. For more information, please contact Mrs. 
Kimberely Clearkin, Director of Admissions, at 
215-649-9083.

COLLEGE FINANCIAL AID PRESENTATION
Please join us on Wednesday, November 15th 
at 7pm in our Auditorium at Saint Basil Academy 
for the following presentation: Using the 529 
Plans to Save for College - Kelly Davis, Program 
Representative, Bureau of Savings Programs, 
Pennsylvania Treasury Department.
Understanding College Financial Aid - Fran 
McKeown, Higher Education Access Partner, 
PHEAA-Pennsylvania School Services.

Saint Basil Academy News

St John's Northampton Children's Liturgy

Father John Seniw 
celebrated our 
Children’s Liturgy 
on Sunday-October 
1, 2017 at St John 
the Baptist Ukrainian 
Catholic Church 
in Northampton 
PA.  In addition 
to the Children 
who attended the 
Liturgy, some of the 
Religious Education 
Teachers were also 
in attendance.
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2 PM

5 PM

"Pay it forward" from 
St. Cyrils Rummage Sale 2017 in Olyphant, PA

"Pay it Forward" was 
accomplished by the 
Parishioners of Ss. Cyril and 
Methodius Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, after its 7th Annual  
Fund Raiser Rummage Sale in 
September 2017.  Items left over 
from the rummage Sale were 
donated to various upcoming 
other  Church Rummages Sales 
in the area, food pantry, and 
non-profit organizations.  Over 
50 boxes of household items, 
purses, holiday items, new 
t-shirts, etc.... were donated to 
The United Neighborhood of 
Scranton, off of Olive Street on 
October 4th. 

Students at Assumption Catholic School collected items for the 
Raymour & Flanigan Dominica Relief Drive.

Perth Amboy School collects items for Relief Fund

Photo:-Left to right:   Lauren Telep , Maria Minan Lopez 
(united neighborhood), Paul Mohila, Michelene Davis, Eunice 
Smith,(United Neighborhood)  Rev. Nestor Iwasiw , Pastor of 
St. Cyrils, and Ron Bartkowski` "Pay it forward" with over 50+ 
boxes of items from St. Cyrils Rummage Sale in September.
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For those who are seeking a healing from cancer  
Divine Liturgy, Akathist to the Mother of God 

“Healer of Cancer”, Anointing for the sick  
On Fridays, October 6, 13, 20 and 27 at 6:30 p.m. 

We invite all to come who are in need of the healing touch 
of the Queen of Heaven. The hymns of this particular 

Akathist Service will console anyone who is suffering from 
cancer, or who has loved ones that are ill.  

Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Ukrainian Catholic Church 
Pastor: Rev. Fr. Ivan Demkiv       

Address: 

2026 Bath Road   

Bristol, PA  19007- 2102     

Phone: 215-788-7117 

E-mail:stmarychurch2@yahoo.com

Ascension Manor 
in Philadelphia is 

seeking candidates 
for Custodian/

Grounds Technician

Ascension Manor is seeking 
qualified candidates for a 
Full Time Custodian/Grounds 
Technician. Custodian/
Grounds Technician performs 
exterior & interior cleaning 
and light maintenance duties. 
Prior completion of college or 
equivalent trade related courses 
and the ability to speak multiple 
languages are a plus. Resumes 
can be faxed to (215)922-3735. 
EOE

 
  SAINT MARY'S UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

             2026 Bath Road, Bristol, PA  19007                              
        Hall Kitchen Phone --- 215-788-3014 
 
 

               PYROHY/PIEROGIES – 2017 FALL SALE SCHEDULE:     
 

      Fresh pyrohy will be available for sale every Wednesday, starting September 20th   
      and continuing until November 15th.     After November 15th, only frozen pyrohy will be 
      available for sale. 
 

      Pyrohy will be sold on Wednesdays from 10:30 AM until 1:00 PM until November 29th . 
 

                                          (No sales on November 22, 2017)   
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OPEN POSITION

Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in Philadelphia has an immediate 
opening for the position of administrative assistant and 
bookkeeper.

The administrative duties include telephone answering, responding 
to queries, assisting in scheduling Cathedral activities, dealing 
with cemetery operations, funerals homes and families regarding 
the administrative and record keeping for St. Mary’s Cemetery.

Bookkeeping activities require knowledge and application 
of QuickBooks, the Cathedral and Archeparchy software to 
managing church financial accounting transactions and reporting.

Qualified candidate should be able to communicate in both Ukrainian and English.

Hours and salary are commensurate and negotiable.
Please submit resume and references to:
Very Rev. Fr. Roman Pitula
Rector of the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
819 North 8th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19123
Tel.: 215-922-2845
Fax: 215-922-4635
e-mail: cathedralonfranklin@comcast.net
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“MOTHERS IN PRAYER” OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 
CATHEDRAL IN PHILADELPHIA

“Mothers in Prayer” praying 
community of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchial 
Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception in Philadelphia 
gathered for their monthly 
prayer at the Cathedral.

We invite all for a prayer on 
the first Thursday of every 
month at 7:00pm.

God bless our mothers and 
throughout their prayers may 
Almighty Lord Jesus Christ 
bless our children and all the 
people of good will.

CHANGES TO SUNDAY DIVINE LITURGIES SCHEDULE:

Effective Sunday, October 22nd, the Sunday Divine Liturgies schedule at our Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchial 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia will be as follows:
• Sung Divine Liturgy in English will be each Saturday afternoon (for Sunday) at 4:30PM.
• Sung Divine Liturgy in English will be each Sunday morning at 9:00AM.
• Sung Divine Liturgy in Ukrainian, with Choir, will be starting at 10:30AM. 
• Catechetical classes will begin at 11:45 AM and complete at 12:30PM. 

Sunday Divine Liturgies schedule change in Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral in Philadelphia

The time changes will enable our Parish children and 
youth to participate in the catechetical education 
programs as well as to attend Divine Liturgy before 
their religious education.

We thank you for your understanding and cooperation 
in this matter. May Almighty God bless us all as we 
strive to fulfil our Christian mission and to continue 
our journey with the Lord.



OCTOBER 22, 2017  20

NEW ALTAR SERVERS AT OUR ARCHEPARCHIAL CATHEDRAL
 On Sunday, October 

15, there was a special 
prayer at our Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchial 
Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception in 
Philadelphia. At that time 
Mychaylo Yakymiv and 
Nicholas Kostiuk were 
blessed and thus became 
the altar servers at our 
Archeparchial Parish. We 
send our sincere greetings 
to Mychaylo and Nicholas 
on this occasion and wish 
them God’s grace to fulfill 
their new responsibilities. 
We also thank their 
parents that they teach 
their children to love God 
and to serve Him.
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Sister Agnes Walsh, a Daughter of Charity, is 
remembered for her heroism in France during 
World War II. In 1943, when France was occupied 
by German Nazis, the search for Jews began. In 
the face of grave peril, Sister Agnes convinced her 
mother superior to open their convent and offer 
refuge to a Jewish family. The sisters did the right, 
but very challenging, thing when many would 
have told them to take the easy way out.

Most of us won’t face the extreme circumstances these 
women faced, but we all have our own challenges. What do 
I do if my boss gives me a task I believe is wrong? How do I 
make ethical decisions about medical treatment in times of 
serious illness?

In the life of following Jesus Christ, both great heroes and 
ordinary saints alike need the same thing: a well-formed 
conscience.

W H A T  I S  C O N S C I E N C E ?

God creates us with a capacity to know and love him, and we 
have a natural desire to seek the truth about him. Fortunately, 
we don’t search for God unaided; indeed, he calls us to 
himself and writes his law on our hearts to help us draw closer 
to him. 

Conscience helps us hear the voice of God; it helps us 
recognize the truth about God and the truth about how we 
ought to live. Conscience is “a judgment of reason”1 by which 
we determine whether an action is right or wrong. 

Jesus told the apostles, “If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments” (John 14:15). We deepen our relationship 
with God by following him, and in doing so, we become more 
fully ourselves. 

I M P O R T A N C E  O F  A  W E L L - F O R M E D 
C O N S C I E N C E

Have you ever made a decision that turned out badly, but 
if you had more information beforehand, you would have 
made a better decision? Sometimes, we may have the best of 
intentions to do good, but choose an action that is, in itself, 
wrong.

For example, think of learning a new language. We can 
only speak with the language we have, and if we have not 
received good education in vocabulary and grammar, we will 
communicate poorly, and others will not understand us. It is 
similar with conscience. 

If our conscience isn’t well-formed, we aren’t well-equipped 
to determine right from wrong. All of us have the personal 
responsibility to align our consciences with the truth so 
that, when we are faced with the challenges of daily life, our 
consciences can help guide us well.

H O W  T O  F O R M  O U R  C O N S C I E N C E S

Wherever we are on our journey with Christ, we can grow 
deeper with him by continuing the work of forming our 
consciences well, so that we may follow him ever more closely. 
Although not a complete list, these suggestions can help us as 
we seek to inform and strengthen our consciences with God’s 
truth.

1.    Pray
Through prayer and participation in the sacraments, especially 
Confession and the Eucharist, we encounter the living God. 
Spending time with the Lord, such as in silent adoration, opens 
our hearts to him. In drawing closer to the Lord, we allow 
God’s grace to conform our minds and hearts to Christ, so that 
we might better discern in every moment how we ought  
to act. 

2.    Learn 

Without a foundational, practical formation, it is difficult for 
our consciences to guide us well in concrete situations. As 
Catholics, we have the immense gift of the teaching authority 
of the Catholic Church and can turn to it for help forming 
our consciences. For example, learning about Christian moral 

Understanding  
Conscience
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principles, reading the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
or researching what the Church says about a challenging 
teaching will help us grow in knowledge of the truth. In turn, 
this helps us understand a little more how to live in a way that 
leads to our true happiness.

3.    Reflect
We are formed by the stories we hear and tell. We may be 
uncertain how we ought to respond to various challenges as 
followers of Jesus, but there are many saints who have faced 
similar questions throughout the ages. Immersing ourselves 
in the stories of holy women and men can encourage us and 
help us develop habits of mind that allow us to grow. Stories 
help us hone our instincts.

4.     Nurture friendships 
A life of following Jesus is exceedingly difficult without 

help from a community. When we devote energy to holy 
friendships with people who are also trying to know, love, and 
serve the Lord, we gain partners who can lighten the load. 
Conversation with other Christians about how to respond to 
challenges in the life of discipleship are vital.

T W O  C H A L L E N G E S

A couple challenges we may face in following our consciences 
are worth noting.

1.     Indifference
When we are bombarded with news, images, stories, and 
sound bites, it’s easy to become numb to other people and the 
world around us. Conscience requires us to be attentive. We 
must listen to God, who speaks to us. Having a well-formed 
conscience doesn’t mean we have all the answers to the 
complex problems in the world, but it does mean that we are 
sensitive to the needs and struggles of other people.

2.     Coercion
Increasingly, we are seeing that certain groups use the power 

of the media and even of the state to coerce people to 
violate their consciences. We can see how unjust these types 
of actions are that insist that popular opinion, rather than 
conscience, should be our primary guide for action.

O U R  R E S P O N S E

Inspired by the example of Sister Agnes Walsh and her mother 
superior, let us devote ourselves anew to following wherever 
the Lord leads. Let us take courage from their example of 
faith and, when facing our own trials, remember what Jesus 
promised his apostles before ascending into heaven: “Behold, 
I am with you always, until the end of the age” (Matthew 
28:20). Be not afraid; God is with us.

1  Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2nd. ed., 1778.

View, download, or order the U.S. bishops’ pro-life materials!
W W W . U S C C B . O R G / R E S P E C T L I F E

Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, 
Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved. Catechism of the Catholic Church, second edition © 2000 LEV-
USCCB. Used with permission. Cover Photo: Gudella/iStock/Thinkstock. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Icons: Entypo pictograms by Daniel 
Bruce – www.entypo.com. Used with permission. Copyright © 2017, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  C O N F E R E N C E  O F  C A T H O L I C  B I S H O P S 
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities

People of Life |  @usccbprolife | @ProjectRachel
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Bishop Andriy visited a Center helping youth with 
special needs

On Wednesday, 
September 13, I visited 
a department of Caristas 
– Ukraine, Center 
of Leisure and social 
adaptation for young 
people with special 
needs, upon an invitation 
extended by Mrs. Mariya 
Chuchman. The Center is 
located at St. George’s 
Square 5/30, in Lviv, that 
works with handicapped 
and challenged young 
people. Mrs. Chuchman, 
Natalia Zahaylo, and 
Rev. Deacon Roman 
Babiy are involved with 
the youth for the last 15 
years. They created and 
run a daycare program 
for the youth, which helps 
their personal, physical, 
psychological and 

spiritual development. 
They attend eagerly the 
Center every day, and 
one can easily tell how 
much they enjoy being 
there (you can see it on the 
photos). Unfortunately, 
the Center is in need of 
funding for the next year.  
Its annual budget is 
roughly 200,000 hryvnia 
(or $8,000).  If they do 
not get the funds, the 
Center will be forced to 
close its doors.  I would 
like to appeal to your 
generosity and make 
donations – whatever 
you can.  You may make 
out your check to Special 
Needs in Ukraine, to 
our chancery fund, and 
mailed to Archbishop’s 
Chancery, 810 

North Franklin Street, 
Philadelphia PA 19123. 
Attn: Special Needs in 
Ukraine. Bishop Andriy 
will take the money to 
the Center in January of 
2018 when he visits them 
again.  You may also 
send them packages 
to Center of Leisure 
and social adaptation 

for young people 
with special needs, St. 
George’s Square 5/30, 
Lviv 79000, Ukraine .  
Let’s help them! I will be 
very grateful to everyone 
who supports this project 
and remember you in my 
prayers! Thank You!

+Andriy Rabiy

Donations received thus far:

$2,000.00 ... Most Rev. Basil Losten 
(Stamford, CT)

$100.00 ... Mr. & Mrs. Russell Samilo 
(Schnecksville, PA)

$25.00 ... Mr. & Mrs. David Suchoza 
(Reading, PA)
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Life at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic in Passaic, NJ 
during the first month of school

First Day of school

On September 6, 2017, 
our school, St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic, was 
filled with joy, welcoming 
88 students to grades 
Pre-K thru Gr. 8. 
Gathered at the church 
hall, the faculty, students, 
and parents were 
welcomed by Principal 
Sr. Eliane Ilnitski, SSMI, 
and our Pastor, Fr. 
Andriy Dudkevych. After 
greeting everyone after 
the long summer, Sr. 
Eliane welcomed the new 
students and families to 

the school, and then 
led all the children and 
their watching parents 
in prayer. For the 
prayers, Sr. Eliane invited 

everyone to hold hands 
with the person next to 
them as a sign of unity 
and togetherness for this 
school year. Followed 
the prayers all recited 
the Pledge of Allegiance, 
and sung the American 
and Ukrainian National 
anthems. Following 
prayers, the students 
with their backpacks, as 
well as the teachers and 
parents, were sprinkled 
with holy water as 
they received a special 

blessing from Father 
Andriy. After entering the 
school and saying hello 
to their new classrooms, 
the students, faculty, 
and some parents 
participated in Divine 
Liturgy, celebrated by 
Fr. Andriy Dudkevych. 
During the Divine Liturgy, 
Fr. Andriy added some 
beautiful intentions, 
asking for God’s 
blessings on students, 
parents and teachers. 

9-11 Prayer Service, Passaic, NJ

On September 9, parents joined us in 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Passaic, NJ for the 9/11 Prayer Service. 
The prayer Service was focused on Peace. 
Students, teachers and parents prayed for 
Peace in the world. In addition, prayers 
and a Panahyda were offered for the soul 
of John Skala, Port Authority Police Officer 
and parishioner of St. Nicholas, who gave 
his life saving others on that unforgettable 
day, following the words of Jesus: “Love 
one another as I have loved you”. 
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Blessing of new Altar Servers
St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Passaic, 
NJ recently welcomed five 
third grade boys from its 
parochial school into the 
Altar Servers’ Society.  A brief 
induction ceremony for the 
commissioning of altar servers 
was celebrated by Rev. 
Andriy Dudkevych, Pastor. 
Following the ceremony, the 
boys then vested in their 
dalmatics, took their places 
at the altar, and served the 
Divine Liturgy along side Fr. 
Andriy for the very first time.  
Fr. Andriy thanked the boys, 
as well as their parents, for 
their devotion, dedication, 
and anticipated participation 
in serving faithfully at God’s 
holy altar for many years to 
come.

All are invited and welcome to 
join us on Manor College campus 
on Thursday, October 26, 2017 
at 4pm for the Ribbon Cutting 
ceremony of our BRAND NEW 
Ukrainian Heritage Museum! 
Following the ribbon cutting, we 
will be hosting a light reception and 
from 5 - 7pm, four national and 
global speakers will be on a panel 
addressing Ukraine and America's 
Relationship and Moral Obligation. 
More details of the event and the 
RSVP page can be found here: 
http://manor.edu/ukraine/!

Ukrainian Dialogue and Ribbon Cutting 
coming up next Thursday!
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POPE FRANCIS HELD THE MEETING WITH THE LEADERS OF 
THE EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

10 October 2017

At 12.15 on October 9th, the Holy Father Francis received in audience the Patriarchs and Major Archbishops.

The following are the words with which the Pope introduced the meeting, which took place within the 
context of the plenary assembly of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, taking place from  October 
9th to 12th  to mark the centenary of the institution of the dicastery:

I am glad to be with you, Fathers and Heads of the Oriental Catholic Churches, to share the joys and pains 
of the faithful entrusted to your pastoral care.

The care for all the Churches is also manifested through hierarchical communion with the Bishop of Rome, 
successor of Saint Peter. It is precisely being Bishop of Rome that is the foundation of the Petrine ministry, 
which is a service of presidency of charity and in charity (cf. Ign. Ant., Letter to the Romans, Proemio).

I am convinced that one must give impetus and value in the Church the nexus between collegiality and the 
Petrine primacy, to exercise a “diaconal primacy”, that of the Servus servorum Dei.

Among the tasks of Peter’s Successor, as it was for the election of the apostle Matthias (Cf. Acts 1: 15-26), 
there is that of ensuring good bishops for the particular Churches throughout the world. I ask you and to 
your Synods to collaborate in this important service by identifying men suitable for such ministry.

I leave the word to you, and will try to answer your questions.

Adapted from the article on: https://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/catholics/catholic_world/68552/
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(continued on next page)

"Ukraine is waiting for you" - the Patriarch to the 
Holy Father Francis 

October 11, 2017

On October 9th in the Vatican, the Heads of the Eastern 
Catholic Churches met with the Holy Father Francis. 

The Patriarch thanked the Pope for supporting the Ukrainian 
people and renewed the invitation to visit Ukraine.

"I want to thank you, Your Holiness, for your support and 
assistance to Ukraine. We visited two of your messengers: 
first Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vatican Secretary of State, 
and this year - Cardinal Leonardo Sandri, Prefect of the 
Congregation for the Oriental Churches. Now, Your Holiness, children expect a visit from the Father, "- said 
the Patriarch.

The Head of the UGCC stressed that the Minsk agreement is not functioning and policies today do not 
know how to stop the war in Ukraine, but "our people believe that your visit as messenger of peace, can 
stop war."

Pope Francis assured His Beatitude Sviatoslav of his support for Ukraine and said: "Before the icon, which 
you gave me once in Argentina, I light candles every day for peace in Ukraine and pray for an end to war."

Source: Information resource UGCC

http://ktds.org.ua/news/ugcc/ukrayina-chyekaye-na-vas-glava-ugkts-do-svyatishogo-ottsya-frantsiska/

Pope urges Oriental Churches to continue courageous witness 

October 12, 2017

(Vatican Radio) Pope 
Francis on Thursday 
celebrated Mass in the 
Basilica of St Mary Major 
to mark the centenary 
of the foundation of 
the Pontifical Oriental 
Institute and the 
Congregation for Eastern 
Churches. In his homily 
the pope encouraged all 
Christians of the Oriental 
Churches to continue 
with their courageous 

witness, despite the 
dramatic persecutions 
that they suffer.

Recalling the 
establishment of the 
Institute by Benedict XV 
in 1917, during the First 
World War, Pope Francis 
said that today we are 
living though another 
“piecemeal” world 
war. When we see the 
persecution and worrying 

Pope Francis celebrates Mass at the Basilica 
of St Mary Major to mark the centenary of 
the foundation of the Pontifical Oriental 
Institute - AFP
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exodus of Christians, he 
said, just like the people 
of the Old Testament, 
we cry out “Why?”

Persecution of 
Christians

In today’s reading from 
the prophet Malachi, 
the Pope continued, we 
read about those who 
turn away from God 
and do evil, yet they go 
unpunished. In the same 
way today, he said, we 
see unscrupulous people 
who destroy others in 
order to pursue their 
own ends and we ask 
God, “Why?”

We find the answer in 
the verses of Malachi, 
Pope Francis said, as we 
read about the way God 
listens to his people and 
records their suffering in 
a ‘book of memories’.

Pray and trust in the 
Lord
Pointing to the words 
from St Luke’s Gospel, 
the pope said if we pray 
and trust in the Lord, we 
know that “everyone who 
asks, receives; those who 
seek, find; and to those 
who knock, the door will 
be opened”.

But do we really know 
how to pray, to knock 
on the door of God’s 
heart, the Pope asked? 

Pope urges Oriental Churches to continue courageous witness 

The Gospel reminds us 
that if we, sinners, know 
how to give good gifts to 
our children, how much 
more will your heavenly 
Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask 
Him?”

God's gift of the Holy 
Spirit

The Spirit is God’s great 
gift to us, Pope Francis 
concluded, so let us 
learn how to knock 
courageously on the 
door of God’s heart. 
May courageous prayer 
inspire and sustain your 
service to the Church, he 
told the Oriental Church 
leaders, so that it may 
bear fruit which does not 
wither and die.

http://en.radiovaticana.
va/news/2017/10/12/
p o p e _ u r g e s _
oriental_churches_to_
continue_courageous_
witness/1342441

His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk at the 
Basilica of St Mary Major in Rome on 
October 12, 2017. - CTV
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Ancient icons of Ternopil solemnly crowned in the Vatican

October 11, 2017 

Pope Francis, the Pope 
will bless the crown to 
be attached to the icon 
and it will be another 
sign of recognition 
and confirmation of its 
miraculous power. It 
should be noted that 
the original coronation 
Zarvanytsya icons took 
place 150 years ago 
and then this action is 
performed Pope Pius IX.

With the blessing of 
Archbishop of Ternopil-
Zborivsky Church Vasyl 
(Semenyuk) takes the 
icon of the Holy Father 
official delegation in 
this structure: mitered 
Archpriest Vladimir 
Firman, rector of the 
Marian spiritual center 
"Zarvanytsya" Fr Marco 

Semehen, chairman of the 
society "Hagia Sophia", 
Fr Roman Dutchak the 
judicial vicar of Ternopil-
Zboriv archdiocese, 
Fr John Kulik, parish 
Sergius and Bacchus (c. 
Rome), Lubomir Zozuliak 
priest, rector of relics 
of St. Father Nicholas 
(Ternopil), and lay 
people.

Due to this outstanding 
event to be held at the 
Vatican a few days 
Zarvanytsya icon (copy), 
already famous wonders 
for months recovered in 
Chervonohrad. In 1922 
he wrote it known in 
our part of artist Peter 
Cool. Under Soviet rule, 
during the underground 
Church, it secretly kept 
in a private room with. 
Zarvanytsya. Over the 

years, a shrine was 
destroyed. So after the 
All-Ukrainian Pilgrimage 
in Zarvanytsya this 
year icon of Our Lady 
Zarvanytsya restored.

Sources: Information 
resource UGCC
Western Bureau "Living 

TV"
T e r n o p i l - Z b o r i v s k a 
Archdiocese 

h t t p : / / k t d s . o r g . ua /
news/ugcc/starovinnu-
ikonu-z-tyernopilshchini-
urochisto-koronuyut-u-
vatikani/

Patriarch to the Vatican proclaimed St. John Paul II 
patron of Polish-Ukrainian reconciliation

October 12, 2017 

Yesterday, October 11th, 
in the morning at the 
holy tomb of Pope John 
Paul II in the Vatican the 
Patriarch led a prayer 
service to mark the 30th 
anniversary meeting of 
the episcopate and the 
Polish Bishops' Synod, 
which signed a joint 
declaration of the Polish-
Ukrainian reconciliation. 

The main church of the 
Catholic Church - St. 
Peter, the Patriarch 
declared Pope John 
Paul II patron "sacred 
cause of Polish-Ukrainian 
reconciliation".

Addressing the audience 
in prayer, the patriarch 
said that "holy Pope John 
Paul II is a gift of God for 
the Polish and Ukrainian 
peoples. We know that 

modern Europe was built 
on the idea of peace. 
As a major builder of 
modern Europe, this 
great pope became a 
true messenger of peace, 
able to heal the wounds 
of the past and lay the 
foundations of Christian 
European future. "

The patriarch expressed 
his belief that 
reconciliation is not only 

the idea but "true spiritual 
movement, which began 
in Rome 30 years ago 
thanks to the initiative of 
the saintly Pope."

Taking into account the 
role and contribution 
of John Paul II in the 
reconciliation of the two 
peoples, the Patriarch 

(continued on next page)
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(continued on next page)

proclaimed him patron of 
the "spiritual movement": 
"Proclaim the holy Pope 
John Paul II patron 
and Deputy of Polish-
Ukrainian reconciliation - 
a spiritual movement that 
today is experiencing 
some challenges with 
both sides. "

On the next day, the 
College of St. Josaphat 
in Rome was awarded 
prizes of reconciliation. 
This year's awards 
was given to the 
Congregation for the 
Oriental Churches and 
the Vatican radio edition 
(Polish, Ukrainian and 
Slovak section).

Source:  Information 
resource UGCC

Patriarch to the Vatican proclaimed St. John Paul II 
patron of Polish-Ukrainian reconciliation

October 11 2017 

"The experience of the 
last two centuries clearly 
shows that restoring 
unity or communion 
of Christians fall into 
two categories: those 
who seek unity, and 

http://ktds.org.ua/news/
ugcc/blazhyennishiy-
svyatoslav-u-vatikani-

progolosiv-svyatogo-
i v a n a - p a v l a - i i -
p o k r o v i t y e l y e m -

polsko-ukrayinskogo-
primiryennya/

"True ecumenism requires humility, but also the courage" 
- the patriarch of the ecumenical mission of the Eastern 

Catholic Churches

those who do not want" 
- said the Patriarch, 
summarizing his address 
to participants in the 
plenary session.

"If you want, you will 
always be the necessary 
means for its realization. 

Instead, if there is such 
a desire, given a number 
of reasons - historical, 
pastoral, canonical - to 
avoid this unity ", - stated 
the Head of the UGCC.

True ecumenism, 
according Beatitude 

Sviatoslav requires 
humility, but also the 
courage to forgive and 
ask for forgiveness, "The 
arguments of the past 
should be used only in 
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"True ecumenism requires humility, but also the courage" 
- the patriarch of the ecumenical mission of the Eastern 

Catholic Churches

FEAST OF ST DEMETRIUS - OCTOBER 26TH , 2017

order to avoid the sins of 
the past in our future."

In his report, he also 
presented the ecumenical 
Church activities and 
proposed concrete 
steps on the path of 
ecumenical dialogue. 

Source: Information 
resource UGCC 

h t t p : / / k t d s . o r g . ua /
news/ugcc/spravzhniy-
yekumyenizm-vimagaye-
pokori-alye-vodnochas-
i-muzhnosti-glava-ugkts-
p ro -yekumyen ichnu -
m i s i y u - s k h i d n i k h -
katolitskikh-tsyerkov/

(continued from previous page)

ST. DEMETRIY

Saint Demetriy lived in the second half of the third century 
in Colossae.  He died a martyr under the oppressive rule 
of Maximian.  Many a person was cured by touching the 
coat or ring of the Martyr Demetriy.  Near the burial site 
of the saintly Demetriy a church was built and many would 
come from a distance to pray and ask for Demetriy’s 
intercession and help.  

Ukrainian Catholics honor the beloved martyr for hundreds 
of years.  Like Demetriy many Ukrainian Catholics under 
Soviet rule would rather suffer and if need be die than to 
give up own’s holy faith.  Indeed, St. Demetriy is a model 
for all Christians to honor and emulate even today.

www.bing.com
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November 2017 - Ëèñòîïàäà 2017

Happy Birthday!

Ç Äíåì íàðîäæåííÿ!

November 13: Most Rev. Stefan Soroka
November 14: Rev. D. George Worschak
November 22: Rev. Roman Dubitsky
November 26: Rev. Wasyl Bunik

May the Good Lord Continue to Guide 
You and Shower You with His Great 
Blessings.  Mnohaya Lita!

Íåõàé Äîáðèé 
Ãîñïîäü Òðèìàº  Âàñ 
ó Ñâî¿é  Îï³ö³ òà 
Ùåäðî Áëàãîñëîâèòü 
Âàñ. Ìíîãàÿ Ë³òà!

Congratulations on your 
Anniversary of Priesthood!

Â³òàºìî ç Ð³÷íèöåþ Ñâÿùåíñòâà!

November 8: Rev. Roman Pitula  (19th Anniversary)
November 12: Rev. Gregory Maslak (45th Anniversary)
November 15: Rev. Deacon Donald Latrick  
                  (27th Anniversary)
November 18: Rev. Deacon Theophil Staruch
                  (27th Anniversary)
November 22: Rev. Vasyl Sivinskyi (25th Anniversary)
November 30: Rev. Wasyl Kharuk (25th Anniversary)

May God Grant You Many Happy and Blessed 
Years of Service in the Vineyard of Our Lord!  

Íåõàé Áîã Îáäàðóº Áàãàòüìà 
Áëàãîñëîâåííèìè Ðîêàìè Ñëóæ³ííÿ â 
Ãîñïîäíüîìó Âèíîãðàäíèêó!


