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BISHOP BENEDICT ALEKSIYCHUK ENTHRONED 
AS FIFTH EPARCH OF ST NICHOLAS, CHICAGO

07/03/2017 

Woven into the liturgical 
fullness of the Feast of the 
Prime Apostles Ss Peter 
and Paul, His Grace 
Benedict Aleksiychuk 
became the fifth eparch 
of St Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Eparchy in 
Chicago, June 29, 2017.

Vespers on the eve of the 
feast were celebrated 
by hierarchs, priests, 
deacons and monastics 
gathered from North 
America and Europe 
joined by throngs of 
faithful from near and 
far to fill the massive 
cathedral to near-
capacity.

The morning of the feast 
itself was met with the 
prayer of the Church—
matins. The services 

combined to focus 
attention on the work 
of the Church through 
the lens of the teachings 
and witness of these two 
pillars of our apostolic 
faith.

Long-standing tradition 
prescribes such events 
occur on a feast day 
of an apostle, or on 
a Sunday. As well, 
among the congregation 
now overflowing 

the cathedral, were 
hierarchs of other 
churches sui iuris of the 
one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic Church, East 

His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk and Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk 
(Photography by Stanley)
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and West.

Clergy and laity alike 
were able to participate 
together with the 
complete text of the 
services provided in bi-
lingual booklets available 
to facilitate the flow and 
cadence, whether singing 
in English or Ukrainian—
along with a smattering 
of Greek to reflect the 
ancient origins of the 
Byzantine liturgical family 

BISHOP BENEDICT ALEKSIYCHUK ENTHRONED AS FIFTH 
EPARCH OF ST NICHOLAS, CHICAGO

to which the Ukrainian 
Church belongs.
Just before noon, a 
procession of the ranks 
of clergy was joined 
by altar servers and 
representatives of 
parishes and societies 
down Rice Street in 
Chicago’s Ukrainian 
Village to the Bishop’s 
Chancery where His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk and His 
Excellency Archbishop 

Christophe Pierre, 
apostolic nuncio to the 
United States, were 
waiting to escort Bishop 
Benedict across the 
street to his cathedral.

With the pealing of bells 
the entourage ascended 
the steps to the cathedral 
church. The Divine Liturgy 
began, and as the Small 
Entrance concluded, a 
slight departure from the 
service began.

Archbishop Pierre 
addressed Bishop 
Benedict and the 
assembled congregation 
to announce to one and 
all the news they came 
to hear.

In an English-language 
translation of the Latin 
document sent from 
Pope Francis, dated 
April 20, 2017, all 

(Photo: UGCC)
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were informed of the 
appointment of Bishop 
Benedict to the see of 
Chicago, in accord with 
the selection made by 
the Permanent Synod of 
Bishops of the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church 
in September, 2016 
and forwarded to His 
Holiness for acceptance 
and promulgation.

A Decree was also read 
by Very Rev Richard 
Janowicz, who had been 
the administrator of St 
Nicholas Eparchy since 
the death of Bishop 
Richard (Seminack) last 
August until now. A 
Ukrainian translation was 
read by Very Reverend 
Mykhailo Kuzma.

His Eminence 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka of the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparcy of 
Philadelphia began 
the ceremony of 
enthronement, calling 
forth His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav to impart the 
insignia of the episcopal 
office, and escort 
Bishop Benedict to the 
cathedra (chair) in place 
in the main church of the 
eparchy and declare him 
worthy of his new office, 
proclaiming Axios!  After 
a resounding affirmation 

BISHOP BENEDICT ALEKSIYCHUK ENTHRONED AS FIFTH 
EPARCH OF ST NICHOLAS, CHICAGO

(continued from previous page)

Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk and 
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka 

(Photo: Oksana Lasiychuk)

by the clergy and 
congregation,  Bishop 
Benedict sat in his chair 
to receive the clergy of 
the eparchy over which 
he is the overseer.

Led into the Holy Place, 
Bishop Benedict joined 
the concelebrating 
hierarchs to continue 
the Divine Liturgy, the 
conclusion of which was 
accompanied by the 
prayerful petition that 
God grant His servant, 
Bishop Benedict “many 
years!”

http://esnucc.org/news-
e ven t s /news/2017/
july/3/bishop-enthroned

(Photography by Stanley)
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The Head of the UGCC in Chicago: "His Beatitude Lubomyr 
knew about the appointment of Bishop Benedict, rejoiced 

and awaited this day"
Saturday, 01 July 2017

The UGCC gave birth 
to not only patriarchs 
but also to ethnarchs for 
the world, for example, 
such as His Beatitude 
Lubomyr, whom we 
proclaimed our national 
intercessor for peace in 
Ukraine. Many people, 
regardless of their 
denomination, were 
standing in lines in order 
to bid farewell to him. His 
Beatitude Lubomyr knew 
about Bishop Benedict's 
appointment, was happy 
about it, and was waiting 
for this day. And today 
he is happy with us in 
God. He is with us. 

This was said by His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav, the 
Father and Head of the 
UGCC, during the solemn 
dinner after the Liturgy 
with the Enthronement 
Service for the bishop 
of the Eparchy of Saint 
Nicholas in Chicago 
His Grace Benedict 
Aleksiychuk.

"This day is special 
because God has no any 
accidentals. Exactly on 
June 29, 1867 blessed 
Josaphat Kuntsevych 
was proclaimed a Saint 
of the Catholic Church,  
also, on this day a 
miraculous icon of Our 

Lady of Zarvanytsia was 
crowned,"  added the 
Primate of the church.

Bishop Benedict spoke 
about calling: "Monastic 
life  – is a calling… God is 
calling. Why? For what? 
You don't know. God is 
calling you. I am feeling 
even today that I had 
this calling and chose 
it.  Serving as a monk, a 
priest, a bishop, I tried to 
value people whom God 
was giving me."

According to Bishop 
Benedict,  we are living 
until we awaken and 
encounter problems. "We 
cannot avoid problems. 
We are inevitably part 
of the problems. By the 
question is whether we 
use them as an occasion 
to do something good? 
Whether we are looking 
for the lessons which 
God wants to teach us 
in those problems? God, 
Who is Love, in every 
situation, problem and 
even sin, wants to teach 
us a lesson. That is why I 
thank God for my life, the 
only and unique, through 
which He is leading me. 
I don't know why God 
has led me here, but I 
believe that He wants 
to do something good 
here. I am not a Savior, 
but I came here so we 

could do something 
good together. It is not 
going to be easy and 
simple. But when we are 
working, the Lord will 
help us," emphasized 
Bishop Benedict.

The Bishop recalled how, 
during the funeral of 
His Beatitude Lubomyr, 
many kind words were 
said about him: "It 
hurt me a little. Why? 
I was thinking that His 
Beatitude Lubomyr had 
to die in order to be 
valued. We have to 
value people and see 
what they have unique 
and special. Ukraine will 
be strong only when our 
diaspora is strong, and 
diaspora will be strong 
when Ukraine is strong. 
I am grateful to 
God that at this 
period of my life 
I am here. I am 
waiting for your 
support and 
col laborat ion. 
We mustn't 
be afraid of 
problems! May 
God help us 
follow this road 
of trust to God."

At the end, the 
Bishop Ihor, 
Archbishop and 
Metropolitan of 
Lviv, gave some 

advice to the faithful: 
"Respect the Bishop and 
love him. Build together 
our church  here, care 
about it and live in peace 
among yourselves, help 
each other and grow 
in love. May God bless 
Bishop Benedict and all 
of you."

The UGCC Department 
for Information 

Adapted from the article 
on http://news.ugcc.ua/
en/news/the_head_of_
the_ugcc_in_chicago_
his_beatitude_lubomyr_
k n e w _ a b o u t _ t h e _
appointment_of_bishop_
venedy k t _ r e j o i c ed_
a n d _ awa i t e d _ t h i s _
day_79890.html

Photography by Stanley
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Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka
Chicago Reception Message  June 29, 2017

Слава Ісусу Христу!

It is my pleasure to 
welcome you, Bishop 
Benedict, to lead and to 
serve in a very different 
environment to which 
you are accustomed.  
You are being installed 
as the new Bishop for 
St. Nicholas Eparchy in 
Chicago.  Most of the 
faithful of the eparchy 
are descendants of 
immigrants to these 
United States of America.  
The Ukrainian Catholic 
Church has enjoyed 
successive waves of 
immigrants coming from 
Ukraine and elsewhere, 
beginning in the late 
1880’s.  They have 
come fleeing poverty, 
war and persecution in 
Ukraine.  Each wave of 
immigrants have different 
priorities in life.   They all 
share a THIRST for God 
but reveal it in different 
ways!  You and I and 
the Church needs to 
always be mindful of 
responding to the needs 
of newcomers, but also 
to devote equal attention 
to those born here 
and their succeeding 
generations.

Let me honestly share 
with you that each new 
arriving generation has 
suffered and suffers some 

challenges in integrating 
within the Ukrainian 
community.  We are not 
as welcoming a people 
as we might think.  We 
want newcomers to adapt 
to the existing ways.  You 
will experience similar 
attitudes as a newcomer.  
My advice to you is to 
simply be yourself, and 
reveal your unique gifts 
and way of leadership 
without any compromise.  
That is why Jesus sent 
you here.  God knows 
what this eparchy needs.  
You simply need to BE 
yourself!  Don’t let others, 
however well intentioned, 
try to unduly influence 
you in ways contrary to 
your gifts.  

You are blessed with a 
dedicated clergy, each 
having different gifts and 
talents to share.  One 
challenge will be that 
they many desire to have 
a parish in Chicago and 
area.  My clergy all want 
to be in New Jersey.  
Your faithful in Chicago 
and area will naturally 
want you to be primarily 
present amidst them.  It 
is not possible. Our 
faithful have settled and 
are settling throughout 
the huge territory of the 
eparchy you are called 
to serve.  There is an 
equally exciting life of 
our Church beyond 
the eparchial seat of 
Chicago.  Our Church 
will be strong if it has 

a strongly committed 
missionary character.  
Choose to be a missionary 
as you endeavor to 
serve the parishes 
scattered through your 
huge territory. Like the 
shepherd who leaves 
perfectly safe 99 sheep, 
lead your eparchy to 
seek the faithful wherever 
they may be.    
 
You will quickly realize 
that there is a strong 
Ukrainian spirit amidst 
our faithful regardless if 
they speak Ukrainian or 
not.  Covet that heartfelt 
Ukrainian Identity in our 
faithful as you attempt to 

(continued on next page)
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respond to their spiritual 
thirst to know God.  Our 
faithful love their Church 
and show great respect 
for their bishops and 
clergy.

My brother bishops 
Paul, Bohdan, and John 
are excited about your 
becoming part of our 
team.  We meet regularly 
to share our experiences, 
and address our needs 
together.  We need 
one another.  Bishop 

Benedict, know that 
you can rely on our 
fraternal care and love, 
and support.  We want 
to undertake some 
innovative approaches 
using today’s technology 
to reach out to our 
faithful, particularly to 
those now distant from 
the Church for whatever 
reason.  I want you to 
know that there is much 
reason to celebrate 
hope, even amidst a 
declining membership.

We pray, Bishop 
Benedict, that your 
ministry will be joyous 
and productive.  Be good 
to yourself.  Choose to 
live healthy.  Take some 
time off to relax and be 
at peace with our Lord.  
And then go broke with 
your personality in loving 
and serving the people 
who you are called to 
serve in the Ukrainian 
Catholic Eparchy of St. 
Nicholas!

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka
Chicago Reception Message  June 29, 2017

God bless you!

Слава Ісусу Христу!

M e t r o p o l i t a n -
Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka

 

(continued from previous page)
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UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA 
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2017 

 
 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral  
of the Immaculate Conception  
 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 
 
We invite all our married faithful 
to join with our Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan Soroka to cel-
ebrate their Wedding Anniver-

saries at a Divine Liturgy in our Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception, Sunday, September 24, 2017 
at 11 AM followed by a Banquet in their honor. 
 

Registration Form 

Husband’s name _____________________________________________________________________ 

Wife’s Name  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish   _________________________________________ Phone ____________________________ 

Email ______________________________________ Number of Years Married __________________ 

Number of Guests   ______________________________________________________________________ 

Deadline for Registration September 13, 2017 

Cost:  $50.00 per Anniversary Couple  $30.00 per guest 

Mail to:  Office for Evangelization 811 North Eighth Street, Philadelphia, Pa.  19123 

Make checks payable to: Archeparchy of Philadelphia  
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Chancery Office for the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia Moves to New Location

On Friday, June 16, 
2017 the Chancery 
Office of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia started 
to move to the former 
school building as part of 
the “Confront the Deficit” 
Campaign.  On Friday 
the copier was the first to 
move to the new location.  
The week of Monday, 
June 19, 2017, Fr. Roman 
Sverdan, Fr. Volodymyr 
Demchuk a visiting 
priest from Ukraine, 
Oleh Kovalskyy from the 
Chancery, Petro Pitula the 
son of Fr. Roman Pitula, 
and many movers helped 
relocate the Chancery 
Office across the street to 
the former school building.  
This is also the former 
location of the “Treasury 
of Faith Museum.”  The 
Museum is relocated in 
the Cathedral Basement.  

The address for the new 
Chancery Office is…

Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia

811 N. 8th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19123

phone (215) 627-0143

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka and Oleh Kovalskyy pose 
for a picture with the Conference Room Table at the old Chancery 
location shortly before the pieces were maneuvered down the 
staircase. 

A photo of the new Chancery location.

...Confront the Deficit... We ask your heartfelt
consideration to offering a generous gift of
love to enable the successful completion

of this major transition.
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The copy machine was the first item to move 
to the new building.

Fr. Roman Sverdan operates the lift on 
the moving truck.

(continued from previous page)

Chancery Office for the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia Moves to New Location

Helping to unload the truck.
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Chancery Office for the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia Moves to New Location

(continued from previous page)

The movers carry the desk of “The Way” 
into the moving truck.

A photo of a room in the new Chancery 
location.

Oleh Kovalskyy helps move the Conference 
Room chairs to the new location.
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Chancery Office for the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia Moves to New Location

(continued from previous page)

Carrying the Conference Room Table down 
the staircase.

Oleh Kovalskyy helps carry the base of the 
Conference Room Table on his shoulders.

Petro Pitula, Fr. Roman Sverdan, and Fr. 
Volodymyr Demchuk help move the base of 
the Conference Room Table down the hallway 
to the new Conference Room.

Carrying the Conference Room Table from 
the old Conference Room

Loading the Conference Room Table into 
the truck.
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Chancery thanks Fr. Volodymyr Demchuk for helping with the move

On June 29, 2017, Fr. Roman Sverdan presented a cake and gave a greeting to Fr. Volodymyr Demchuk, 
a visiting priest from Ukraine, who helped move the Chancery Office to the new location.  Fr. Sverdan 
thanked Fr. Demchuk and said how much the Chancery appreciated his help.   May God Bless You!

Fr. Volodymyr Demchuk was a concelebrant at the Divine Liturgy at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception on Sunday, June 25, 2017. 

Photo (l to r): Fr. Roman Pitula, Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan Soroka and Fr. Volodymyr 
Demchuk

The Providence Association 
Of the Ukrainian Catholics in America 

1-877-857-2284 (ext. 211)                                                                              sales@provassn.com 
 

    СОЮЗ УКРАЇНЦІВ  
                 КАТОЛИКІВ  

ПРОВИДІННЯ 

    www.provassn.com                 1912 
    Fraternity                         

2017
LIFE INSURANCE 

FIXED ANNUITIES (Savings Certificates), IRA’S AND ROTH IRAs
Family Financial Protection

Retirement and Savings: Safe, Secure and Steady Wealth Accumulation
401(k), 457, 403(b), IRA and other pension plan rollovers

Lifetime GUARANTEEED MINIMUM INTEREST RATE on Savings is

3.25% - Call or email for details or a free personal consultation!

Photo (l to r): Fr. Sverdan and 
Fr. Volodymyr Demchuk
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(continued on next page)

83rd Annual Ukrainian Seminary Day Will Be Held Sunday, 
July 30; Hierarchical Divine Liturgy will be Celebrated at 11:00 A.M. 
 

Minersville, PA.--The 
83rd Annual Ukrainian 
Seminary Day will be 
held Sunday, July 30th 
at St. Nicholas Church 
Picnic Grounds in 
Primrose (just outside 
Minersville), Schuylkill 
County, Pa. This annual 
event, sponsored by 
the 12 parishes and 
faithful of the South 
Anthracite Deanery 
under the leadership of 
their respective pastors, 
this year will feature an 
exhibit of works from the 
noted local artist the late 
Nick Bervinchak

A Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy will be celebrated 
by Bishop John Bura, 
auxiliary bishop of the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia and clergy 
of the deanery at 11 a.m. 
in the air-conditioned St. 
Nicholas Hall.

The Divine Liturgy will 

83rd Annual

Delicious food made by the sponsoring parishes (pyrohy, halushki, halupki, 
potato cakes, kielbasa, soups, desserts, & more)  Theme Basket Auction 
Vendors & Crafters selling traditional Eastern European items       View and 

Venerate the Icon and Relic of the Blessed Bishop +Mykola Charnetsky
Pysanky demos & classes  Games & fun for the whole family

Free Parking        Buses Welcome Free Admission        Rain or Shine   
Proceeds benefit the St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary

(Sorry…no outside food or beverages allowed)
www.seminaryday.org or Find us on Facebook: Ukrainian Seminary Day

conclude with a healing 
service and anointing 
and the veneration of 
the relics of Blessed 
Bishop-Martyr Mykola 
Charnetsky, C.Ss.R. 

affectionately known as 
“the healer of souls.”

From 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m., radio station WPPA 
1360 will broadcast a 

live polka program from 
the picnic grounds 

A concert and dance 

Bishop John Bura



JULY 09, 2017  14

program by the Kazka 
Ukrainian Folk Ensemble, 
will be presented in the 
open air band pavilion 
in the afternoon from 
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
 
Polka music will be 
provided by the John 
Stevens' Doubleshot 
Orchestra from 4 p.m. to 
8 p.m.

A cultural highlight this 
year will be a multi-
media presentation by 
Mr. Michael Buryk on 
the life and art of world-
famous local artist Nick 
Bervinchak.  In addition 
to the presentation there 
will be several original 
works by Mr. Bervinchak 
on display.  Nick 
Bervinchak's art includes 
traditional iconography, 
scenes of early Lemko/
Ukrainian life in the coal 
regions as well as works 
based on nature. 
 
A theme basket auction, a 
variety of vendors selling 
traditional Ukrainian and 

83rd Annual Ukrainian Seminary Day Will Be Held Sunday, 
July 30; Hierarchical Divine Liturgy will be Celebrated at 11:00 A.M.

(continued from previous page)

Eastern European items, 
a Pysanky demonstration 
with classes for the 
youth in attendance and 
exciting games for the 
kids will be part of the 
day's festivities
 
Pyrohy, holubtsi, kobasa, 
halushki, home-made 
soups, home-made cakes 
and pastries, together 
with traditional American 
fare and beverages will 
also be available to whet 
the appetites of young 
and old alike.

Admission and parking 
are free.  Buses are 
welcome.

St. Nicholas Picnic Grove 
and Hall are located 
on Route 901 one mile 
north of Minersville in 
the village of Primrose, 
Schuylkill County, Pa. 
(GPS locator: 855 
Sunbury Road, Pottsville, 
Pa.)

From 1985 through 2015, 
Ukrainian Seminary Day 

has raised more than 
$835,000 for the financial 
support of St. Josaphat 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Seminary, adjacent to the 
campus of The Catholic 
University of America in 
Washington, D.C.   

Plan now to attend 
this 83rd celebration 
of faith, spiritual and 
cultural heritage in the 

anthracite coal region 
of Pennsylvania, home 
of the first Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church 
in America.

For more information 
visit the Ukrainian 
Seminary Day Facebook 
page at:  https://
www. facebook.com/
UkrainianSeminaryDay/

Kazka Ukrainian Folk Ensemble

St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary Blessed Bishop-Martyr Mykola 
Charnetsky, C.Ss.R. 
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All Are Called to Prayer during a Holy Pilgrimage on Sunday, 
August 27, 2017 to Assumption BVM Church, Centralia, Pa. 

Centralia, Pa.—On 
the grounds and in 
the Assumption of the 
BVM Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, located on the 
serene mountaintop 
overlooking the 
abandoned, desolate 
borough of Centralia, 
the second annual Call 
to Prayer Pilgrimage will 
be held Sunday, August 
27, 2017.  This date is 
the eve of the Feast of 
the Dormition of the 
Holy Mother of God 
according to the Julian 
calendar. 

The pilgrimage begins 
at 12:00 noon with 
the celebration of the 
Divine Liturgy with 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka as the 
main celebrant and area 
clergy as concelebrants. 
Homilist will be Very 
Reverend Archpriest 
John M. Fields.  Rev. Mr. 
Paul Spotts will serve as 
deacon.  Responses to 
the Divine Liturgy will 
be led by the choir of 
the Patronage of the 
Mother of God Church, 
McAdoo, Pa.  

After the Divine Liturgy, 
a procession will be held 
from the church with 
the Icon of Our Lady 
of Pochaiv where it will 
be placed in the outside 
chapel.

From 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
confessions will be 
available for the pilgrims 
at various locations 
throughout the church 
grounds.

There will be a Living 
Rosary prayed at 2:00 
p.m. before the historic 
and jeweled 18th 
century copy of the Icon 
of Our Lady of Pochaiv.  
Father Martin Kobos, 
OFM Conv., pastor of 
Mother Cabrini Church 
in Shamokin, Pa., will 
provide a reflection at 
the conclusion of the 
Living Rosary. 

At 3:00 p.m. Rev. 
Msgr. James T. Melnic 
will celebrate with the 
pilgrims the Akafist to the 
Dormition of the Most 
Holy Mother of God 
before the Holy Shroud 
of the Dormition.

At 4:30 p.m. all will 
gather at the outdoor 
chapel for a candlelight 
procession to the church 
for the celebration of a 
Moleben to the Mother 
of God.  Archbishop 
Stefan will again be the 
main celebrant as well 
as homilist during the 
Moleben honoring the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.  

At the conclusion of the 

Assumption of the BVM Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Centralia, PA

Moleben, prayers for 
healing and the anointing 
with holy oils for the 
healing of soul and body 
will take place.  Pilgrims 
will have an opportunity 
to venerate the Icon of 
Our Lady of Pochaiv 
and venerate the icon 
and relics of Blessed 
Martyr Bishop Mykola 
Charnetsky, C.Ss.R., the 
healer of souls.

The icon and relics of 
Blessed Martyr Bishop 
Charnetsky will reside in 

the church for veneration 
throughout the day.

Blessed Bishop-
Martyr Mykola 

Charnetsky, C.Ss.R. 

(continued on next page)



JULY 09, 2017  16

During his historic visit 
in November 2015, 
His Beatitude Major-
Archbishop Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk, Primate 
of  the world-wide 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, marveled at the 
continuing presence of 
the church in Centralia.  
He also noted how 
this coal region parish 
fostered four priestly 
vocations and three 
sisters to the religious life.

Patriarch Sviatoslav felt 
a sense of true holiness 
which pervades the entire 
church property.  His 
desire is for all people 
of faith to come and 
experience this holiness, 
sanctity and serenity as 

pilgrims to this holy place 
on the mountain.   

From the visit of 
Patriarch Sviatoslav and 
with the encouragement 
of Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia, the place 
was designated a holy 
site of pilgrimage.

The first pilgrimage was 
held in 2016 and the 
Very Reverend Michael 
Hutsko, pastor invites 
all people of  faith to 
join with Metropolitan-
Archbishop Soroka and 
clergy for a day of prayer 
and spiritual blessings.

Six years ago, on Sunday, 
August 28, 2011, 
Archbishop Soroka was 
the main celebrant and 
homilist when the parish 
celebrated its Centennial 
Jubilee of its founding.

"The main thing is that 
I want you to hear 
beyond the words," the 
archbishop said. "This 
church is standing after 
100 years, despite the 
mine fire and the town 
leaving, to deliver a 
message to the world: 
We are to be like your 
namesake, the Mother of 
God, to be servants to 
others." 

"After 100 years, you are 
all doing the work the 
founders of the church 
wanted to do as well, 
you are giving service to 
others, coming together 
in hard times and good." 

While the town of 
Centralia was destroyed 
by an underground mine 
fire, which resulted in 
the relocation of almost 
all the residents and 
the demotion of all but 
a few buildings, the 
stately white Assumption 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church capped with 
its three onion-shaped 
blue domes still sits on 
a hilltop overlooking 

the once-thriving town 
as it has since the first 
services were held there 
in 1912, after the parish 
was founded on August 
15, 1911. 

Today, while the town is 
a memory, the church still 
serves a thriving parish 
family, with congregants 
driving to the hilltop 
on Sundays and Holy 
Days from communities 
throughout the area.

Food service will be 
provided during the 
pilgrimage from 1:00 
p.m. until 4:00 p.m.   
Handicap parking will 
be provided on the 
church grounds.  Off-site 
parking and shuttle van 
service will be provided 
from specially designated 
areas near the church.  

This is a Rain or Shine 
event.  

The church is located  
2 Blocks North of 
Route 42 in Centralia, 
Pennsylvania, at the 
following mailing address 
1130 Summit Hill Rd. 
Aristes, PA 17920 

For more information 
please feel free to contact 
the church rectory at 
570-339-0650.

All Are Called to Prayer during a Holy Pilgrimage on Sunday, 
August 27, 2017 to Assumption BVM Church, Centralia, Pa. 

(continued from previous page)

His Beatitude Major-Archbishop Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk visited the church in Centralia in 

November 2015
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Ukrainian American Sport Center – Tryzub
Sunday, August 27 ~ 12:00 noon to 8:00 P.M.

UKRAINIAN FOLK FESTIVAL
OUTDOOR STAGE CONCERT

IRYNA LONCHYNA, Singer-Songwriter

EFSANE Crimean Tatar Ensemble

VOLOSHKY Ukrainian Dance Ensemble

ISKRA Ukrainian Dance Ensemble

INNESA TYMOCHKO DEKAJLO, Violinist

VOX ETHNIKA ORCHESTRA
Zabava: Ukrainian Social Dancing ~ Vox Ethnica Orchestra

Admission: $15; Students: $10; Kids 14 and under: Free; Free Parking

Lower State & County Line Roads, Horsham, PA ~ 267-664-3857
www.tryzub.org

Divine Liturgy Schedule at 
the Ukrainian Homestead of 

CEC ODWU, Lehighton

Our summer schedule is:

11 AM at St. Andrew’s Chapel, Ukrainian 
Homestead of CEC, ODWU, Inc. 1230 Beaver 
Run Road, Lehighton, PA 18235 

Every Sunday beginning July 2 with the final liturgy 
on Sunday September 3 (Labor Day Weekend), 
rain or shine.

Visit http://www.ukrhomestead.com for directions 
or call (610 377-4621.
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Save the Date 
 
 
 
JULY 30TH  ANNUAL SEMINARY UKRAINIAN DAYS AT MINERSVILLE, PA 
 
AUGUST 13TH  ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE OF DORMITION OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY,   
   SLOATSBURG, NY, SPONSORED BY SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE 
 
AUGUST 19, 20TH UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL AT UKRAINIAN HOMESTEAD, LEHIGHTON, PA 
 
AUGUST 27TH  2ND ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE AT ASSUMPTION OF BVM UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC  
   CHURCH, CENTRALIA, PA 
 
AUGUST 27TH  UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL AT TRYZUB, HORSHAM, PA 
 
SEPTEMBER 18-21ST UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CLERGY OF PHILADELPHIA RETREAT, LONG BRANCH, NJ 
 
SEPTEMBER 24TH ARCHEPARCHIAL MARRIAGE ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION DIVINE LITURGY AT  
   11:00 AM AT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE  
   CONCEPTION, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
 
OCTOBER 1ST  ARCHIEPARCHIAL PILGRIMAGE OF FEAST OF PROTECTION OF MOTHER OF  
   GOD, MONASTERY GROUNDS OF ORDER OF SISTERS OF ST. BASIL, FOX CHASE,  
   PA   DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM; MOLEBEN AT 4:00 PM 
 
OCTOBER 22nd  MOLEBEN, ANOINTING FOR HEALING AND VENERATION OF HOLY RELICS OF  
   BLESSED JOSAPHATA HORDASHEVSKA, SSMI, CELEBRATION OF 125TH   
   ANNIVERSARY OF FOUNDING OF SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE.   
   3:00 PM - UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION,  
   PHILADELPHIA, PA  
 
OCTOBER 29TH  HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY AT ST. PAUL UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, 

RAMSEY, NJ AT 12 NOON CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE  
 PARISH 
 

NOVEMBER 12TH HIERARCHICAL DIVINE  LITURGY CELEBRATING 400TH ANNIVERSARY OF  
   FOUNDING OF ORDER OF BASILIAN FATHERS OF ST. JOSAPHAT, 80 YEARS OF  
   MINISTRY IN USA AND 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF CANONIZATION OF BISHOP  
   MARTYR JOSAPHAT, OSBM.  10:00 AM – WARREN, MI. 
 
DECEMBER 25TH CHRISTMAS – NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST YOUR  
   PRAYERFUL PARTICIPATION IN LITURGY IS YOUR BEST GIFT TO JESUS, TO  
   YOURSELF AND TO OTHERS! 
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Come and Worship With Us During Your Vacation At The Jersey Shore!! 
 

 
 
For all who are vacationing during the Summer months in Wildwood Crest, NJ, the 
Ukrainian Catholic Summer Mission in Wildwood Crest invites you to come and worship 
with us! We celebrate the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom in Ukrainian (homily in 
English and Ukrainian) every Sunday evening at 6:30 pm from Sunday, July 2nd, through 
Sunday, September 3rd, 2017, located at: 
 

Crest Community Church 
5901 Pacific Avenue 

Wildwood Crest, NJ  08260 
 
Crest Community Church is located on the corner of Pacific Avenue and Crocus Road.  
For more information, please contact Father Paul Makar at 856-482-0938 (after August 
1st, please contact Father Roman Sverdan at the same number listed above) or Marusha 
Cyhan at 609-522-2811. We look forward to having you and your family spiritually 
refresh yourselves with us during your vacation at the Jersey Shore in Wildwood Crest! 
 

Byzantine Liturgy at St. Edmond's Church 
in Rehoboth Beach, DE:

Rev. Volodymyr Klanichka pastor of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 
will celebrate Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom at St. Edmond’s Roman 
Catholic Church, Rehoboth Beach, DE at 6:00 PM on Sundays: July 30 
and August 27, 2017. (Last Sunday of the month during July, and August.) 

St. Edmond’s Roman Catholic Church is located on the Intersection of King 
Charles Avenue and Laurel Street, Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971. For more 
information, please call at 302 7625511
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Metropolitan Stefan's 35th Anniversary 
of Priesthood; ordained priest June 13, 1982; 

21st Anniversary of Episcopal Ordination, June 13, 1996

A Divine Liturgy of Thanksgiving was celebrated on June 14, 2017 at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA, for Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka's 35th Anniversary 
of Priesthood. Main Celebrants included Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka and Bishop John Bura. 
The homilist was Very Rev. Andriy Rabiy. After the Divine Liturgy a group photo was taken with Clergy, 
Religious Sisters including the Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God, Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the 
Great, and Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate and members of the Chancery Staff. A reception was held 
in the Cathedral Social Hall with a toast by Bishop John Bura and the speaker was Father Robert Hitchens. 
Mnohaya Lita, Metropolitan Stefan! 

Watch a video from the Divine Liturgy on our YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/user/thewayukrainian 
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Metropolitan Stefan's 35th Anniversary of Priesthood
(continued from previous page)

Fr. Andriy Rabiy Fr. Andriy Rabiy, Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka, and Fr. Roman Pitula
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Giving the big ‘YES’ to God
Msgr. Grabowsky Honored on Golden Jubilee of Priestly Ordination

BY JOHN E. USALIS

07/02/2017

SAINT CLAIR, PA — It 
was a celebration 50 
years in the making on 
June 11 when the Golden 
Jubilee of Monsignor 
Myron John Grabowsky’s 
ordination to the holy 
priesthood was marked 
at St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in the 
borough of Saint Clair, 
Schuylkill County.

The pastor of St. Nicholas 
and St. Michael the 
Archangel Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in 
Shenandoah, which is 
the oldest Greek Catholic 
church in America, Msgr. 
Grabowsky was the main 
celebrant of the Divine 
Liturgy of Thanksgiving 
at 1 p.m., concelebrating 
with fellow clergy. The 
guest of honor was 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka, archbishop 
of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia and spiritual 
shepherd of all Ukrainian 
Catholics in the United 
States.

Clergy and consecrated 
religious from the 
archeparchy and the 
Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Allentown were in 
attendance, along with 
parishioners from both 
churches and relatives and 

friends of the monsignor.

A son of the late John 
and Sophia Grabowsky, 
and brother to his sisters 
Daria and the late Sonya, 
and brother Demetrius, 
Msgr. Grabowsky was 
born on Sept. 15, 1941 
in Phoenixville, PA. He 
studied at St. Basil’s 
Preparatory Seminary, 
Stamford, CT. (1955-
1959) and at St. Basil’s 

College (1959-1963), 
also in Stamford, where 
he received a bachelor 
of arts degree in 1963. 
After studying at Catholic 
University of America, 
Washington, D.C., he was 
ordained by Metropolitan 
Ambrose Senyshyn, 
OSBM, D.D., archbishop 
of Philadelphia, at 
the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception in 
Philadelphia on May 25, 

1967.

During his 50 years 
as priest, among his 
assignments he has 
served in the following 
parishes as assistant 
pastor, administrator 
or pastor: Assumption 
BVM, Perth Amboy, NJ.; 
Ss. Cyril and Methodius, 
Olyphant, PA; St. 

(continued on next page)

Many clergy attended the Divine Liturgy at St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Saint Clair to celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
the ordination to the holy priesthood of Msgr. Myron Grabowsky 
on Sunday, June 11. Posing for a photo outside the church are, 
first row from left, Msgr. Ralph J. Chieffo, Msgr. Myron Grabowsky, 
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka, Rev. Mykola Ivanov, and 
Rev. D. George Worschak. Second row, Rev. Volodymyr Demchuk, 
Rev. Mark Fesniak, and Very Rev. Archpriest Michael Hutsko. Third 
row, Rev. John Szada, Rev. Roman Sverdan, and Rev. Petro Zvarych. 
Fourth row, Rev. Thomas Keating (RC Diocese of Harrisburg), Rev. 
Deacon Paul M. Spotts, and Msgr. Edward Zemanik (RC Diocese of 
Allentown).



(continued from previous page)
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Nicholas, Nanticoke, PA; 
St. Josaphat, Philadelphia, 
PA; Transfiguration of Our 
Lord, Nanticoke, PA; Ss. 
Peter and Paul, Plymouth, 
PA; Holy Ghost, Chester, 
PA; Ss. Peter and Paul, 
Clifton Heights, PA; 
Protection of the Mother 
of God, Philadelphia, PA; 
St. Nicholas, Wilmington, 
DE; Protection of the 
Mother of God Church, 
Bristol, PA; St. Josaphat, 
Trenton, NJ; and as 
chaplain of the Sisters of 
St. Basil the Great, Fox 
Chase, PA.

He began his current 
assignment as pastor 
of St. Michael and St. 
Nicholas churches in 
September 2010. Msgr. 
Grabowsky has served 
also served as a member 
of the Archieparchial 
Administrative Council,  
Econome, secretary/
treasurer of Ascension 
Manor, Inc., Director 
of the Archieparchial 
Insurance Program, and 
administrator of the 
Byzantine Church goods 
store.

Metropolitan Soroka 
and Msgr. Grabowsky 
entered St. Nicholas 
Church accompanied 
by the clergy and were 
greeted at the door 
by Carlee Smulligan, 
7, and her sister, Ellee, 
3, who presented the 
Metropolitan with flowers, 
which he accepted with 

a big smile. He was also 
welcomed by parishioners 
Theodore Naradko and 
Charles Naradko, who 
presented the traditional 
gifts of bread and salt. 
The bread signifies that 
Jesus is the “Bread of 
Life,” and the salt reminds 
Christians that they are to 
be “the salt of the earth.”

After blessing the gifts, the 
clergy processed up the 
center aisle. Metropolitan 
Soroka was welcomed 
at the iconostasis, 
recognizing his marking 
the 35th anniversary 
of his ordination to the 
holy priesthood on June 
13, 1982, and was 
ordained as a bishop on 
June 13, 1996.  He was 
installed as archbishop of 
Philadelphia on Feb. 27, 
2001.

“Thank you very much 
for your warm welcome,” 
Metropolitan Soroka said. 
“I look forward to pray 
with you and to celebrate 
this gift we have of the 
priesthood and golden 
anniversary of Msgr. 
Grabowsky.”

Rev. Deacon Paul M. 
Spotts of Frackville assisted 
during the Divine Liturgy. 
St. Nicholas parishioner 
Dolores Halupa Sadusky 
stood in the center aisle 
to read the Scripture 
passages before the 
Gospel, after which Msgr. 
Grabowsky welcomed the 

Metropolitan and thanked 
everyone for attending 
and participating..

“It is a sincere pleasure 
and great joy that our 
archbishop has come 
to visit us today on this 
glorious occasion,” he 
said. “I really want to 
thank you for your singing. 
I’m sure the archbishop is 
pleased by it, too.”

Metropolitan Soroka 
began his homily by 
acknowledging those in 
attendance who have 
been a part of Msgr. 
Grabowsky’s journey 
in serving Christ in the 
past 50 years, whether 
as parishioners or 
participants in prayer 
groups and other church 
activities.

“Throughout the Gospel 
we are continually struck 
with a radical call to 

Msgr. Grabowsky Honored on Golden Jubilee of Priestly Ordination

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka 
is greeted at the entrance to St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Saint Clair.

discipleship, particularly 
to the Apostles to follow 
Jesus Christ, but also a 
radical call which applies 
to you and me — to all 
of us,” the archbishop 
said. “A radical call to 
discipleship. Jesus invited 
the Apostles to follow Him, 
and they immediately left 
the people that they were 
with to follow Jesus. This 
call is heard daily in our 
lives by you and me in 
some respect. To make a 
surrender and follow and 
live in the ways that He 
wants. We are asked to 
deny our own preferences 
that might stand in the 
way of following in what 
Jesus would want of us. If 
you want peace of mind 
and be right with God, 
you really have no choice. 
We are compelled to do 
it because of our change 
of nature. It is the Holy 

(continued on next page)
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Spirit that urges you and 
I to become who we are 
meant to be in God’s 
hands. Because we are 
anointed with the Holy 
Spirit, we are compelled 
to respond in a positive 
way for our betterment.”

On the jubilee, 
Metropolitan Soroka said, 
“We are gathered in this 
beautiful St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Saint Clair, 
the clergy, religious, 
faithful of the parish and 
other parishes, friends, 
neighbors, all sharing 
their offering of grace 
and gratitude to almighty 
God for the gift of Msgr. 
Grabowsky as His priest. 
This call to Msgr. Myron 
to follow Jesus Christ as a 
priest occurred 50 years 
ago. On this golden 
anniversary this year, it 
allows for our reflection 
on our relationship with 
the Lord through him 
and with him as a priest. 
Throughout these past 
50 years, Msgr. Myron 
has faithfully and boldly 
dispensed the Word of 
God to numerous people. 
“Through the humble 
hands of this priest, God 
has touched hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, of 
people through the Holy 
Mysteries of Baptism, 
Confirmation, Eucharist, 
marriage, confession, 
prayers for healing. He 
has taught many children 
and parents and all the 

faithful in the parishes 
where he has served in 
the past 50 years. He has 
prayed with you, he has 
prayed for you. He has 
walked with you in joyful 
times, he has walked with 
you in sad times, like the 
grief in the loss of loved 
ones, praying for the souls 
and burying the earthly 
remains with the hope of 
the resurrection in Jesus 
Christ and offering God’s 
loving presence and 
compassion by his being 
there as a priest.”

The archbishop added, 
“Msgr. Myron Grabowsky 
has served the Lord with 
a beautiful, energetic 
spirited manner, always 
eager that everyone 
comes to know the saving 
power of Jesus Christ 
and the compassionate 
presence of the Blessed 
Mother of God. You know 
sometimes I think you all 
agree with me that he 
almost comes across too 
eager, pushy at times, 
but that is his unique 
gift. It reveals a sense of 
determination. ‘I’ve got to 
do this. I have to make 
this happen.’ That zeal, 
that determination, for 
the care of the soul of 
everyone he meets. Why? 
Because he doesn’t want 
anyone to miss out on the 
opportunity to know our 
Lord Jesus Christ. What 
a beautiful example for 
you and I, especially in 
this world where we get 

‘Don’t affect anybody 
too strongly. Be gentle, 
be careful.’ Be he is full 
of energy, like that rabbit 
with the batteries. Each 
priest is gifted with talent 
and skills and should be 
allowed to fully develop 
them and be encouraged 
to us them in a unique 
and meaningful way. We 
ought not to try to remold 
the special giftedness that 
each priest is given. And 
sometimes we do that, 
comparing this priest with 
that priest, oh he’s like 
that, he should be like 
this. We ought not do that 
with one another because 
each of us have a special 
gift to be expressed in our 
lives in our unique, special 
way.”

Metropolitan Soroka 
thanked Msgr. Grabowsky 
for his 50 years of 
priesthood and his service 
to the Church.

“Our hearts are filled with 
gratitude today and every 
day to almighty God for 
the gift of holy priesthood 
of Msgr. Grabowsky,” he 
said. “We thank God for 
inspiring him and guiding 
him through these past 
50 years in his journey 
of love and service. And 
especially want to thank 
Msgr. Myron that he gave 
that big yes to God to 
follow Him in service as 
a holy priest. Thank you, 
Msgr. Myron, for your 
‘Yes’ to God for allowing 

God to work through you 
in the service to the faithful 
who you were called to 
minister to. Thank you for 
persevering in the difficult 
times, the challenging 
times, and showing us how 
to reach to reach our to 
our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ in times of need 
and confusion. Thank you, 
Msgr. Myron, for bringing 
to so many the presence 
of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ through the 
Holy Mysteries. You have 
walked the journey with 
Jesus Christ in your daily 
life as a priest, and in that 
journey you have learned 
to become fully alive in 
your own relationship 
with your own best friend, 
Jesus Christ.” 

After the Divine Liturgy, 
an anniversary dinner 
was held across town at 
Immaculate Conception 
Social Hall, catered by 
ICC Catering. About 115 
people attended the dinner 
and program, emceed by 
the Very Rev. Archpriest 
Michael Hutsko, dean 
of the South Anthracite 
Protopresbytery of the 
Philadelphia archeparchy 
and pastor of Ss. Peter 
and Paul and Assumption 
BVM churches in Mount 
Carmel and Centralia, 
respectively.

“This is a very joy-filled 
and wonderful day as 

Msgr. Grabowsky Honored on Golden Jubilee of Priestly Ordination
(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)
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we gather together as 
a Christian-Catholic 
community to celebrate 
the priesthood and the 
golden anniversary of 
the ordination of Msgr. 
Myron Grabowsky,” 
Father Hutsko said as 
the dinner began, with 
everyone applauding 
the honoree, which was 
followed by the invocation 
by Metropolitan Soroka, 
followed by toast by John 
Halupa.

After the dinner Father 
Hutsko introduced the 
many priests and religious 
sisters in attendance  and 
Msgr. Grabowsky was 
called to the front of 
the room.  Metropolitan 
Soroka came to the front 
with a special gift — a 
cross pendant that was 
presented to him by Pope 
St. John Paul II during his 
visit to Rome.

“I want to present to you 
a cross that now-St. John 
Paul II gave me when 
he was the pope,”  said 
Metropolitan Soroka. 
“I thought what better 
way than this year to 
give to our two priests 
celebrating their golden 
anniversaries — Msgr. 
(Ronald Peter) Popivchak, 
who celebrated just a 
short while ago and Msgr. 
Grabowsky — a relic of 
the man we’ve all come 
to admire and is a saint of 
the Church. This is blessed 
by John Paul II and given 

to me personally. God 
grant you many blessed 
and happy years.”

Father Hutsko added, 
“As we honor Msgr. 
Grabowsky on his 50th 
anniversary, we remember 
the entire priesthood and 
what it means to us to 
have a mediator before 
almighty God, to have 
someone to bring us the 
sacraments, to allow us to 
encounter our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ in a 
very personal and intimate 
way. I’ve known him for 
33 or 34 years. He has 
always been a beacon of 
hope, a beacon of joy, 
a beacon of mercy, and 
also a sign of God’s love 
among us.

”Msgr. Grabowsky was 
given the microphone 
and spoke briefly to 
everyone.“I am unable 
to really to thank the 
archbishop. There are 
no words, nothing, with 
the presentation of this 
beautiful cross,” he said. 
“As you all know, I wear 
the cross all the time, and 
it brings hope to so many 
who need to be given 
hope. So many individuals 
in this world are just 
looking for a place to find 
peace and rest and to 
find God.”

He added, “Jesus tells 
us in the Gospel to be 
perfect as my Father is 
perfect. Well, it’s not easy. 

Dolores Halupa Sadusky reads the first 
Scripture reading from the center aisle in St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Saint 
Clair on June 11 during the Divine Liturgy.

Msgr. Grabowsky Honored on Golden Jubilee of Priestly Ordination
(continued from previous page)

I’m still trying to be able 
to reach some perfection, 
but that is all part of our 
joy and our blessing and 
grace in our journey. I am 
very much moved by what 
has happened today. I 
want to thank you for 
your goodness and your 
kindness.”

Msgr. Grabowsky was 
also presented an 
“Apostolic Blessing” 
from Pope Francis. The 
document reads:“The Holy 
Father Francis cordially 
imparts the requested 
Apostolic Blessing to 
Mons. Myron Grabowsky 
on the occasion of the 
50th Anniversary of his 
Ordination to the Sacred 
Priesthood and through 
the intercession of the 
Virgin Mary invokes an 

abundance of Divine 
g r a c e s . “ U k r a i n i a n 
Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
— May 25, 1967-2017.”

Msgr. Ralph J. Chieffo 
spoke briefly before 
offering the benediction. 
At the dinner’s conclusion, 
Msgr. Grabowsky walked 
around the room to 
greet everyone and give 
them the opportunity to 
venerate the cross, a relic 
blessed by Pope St. John 
Paul II. 



JULY 09, 2017  26

Missionary Sisters of Mother of God 
711 North Franklin Street 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19123 
(215) 627-7808 

 
 
 
 

Missionary Sisters of Mother of God Hold General Chapter 
  
On June 24, 2017, the Missionary Sisters of Mother of God held their General Chapter of 
Elections at the Congregation’s Motherhouse at Philadelphia, PA.  His Grace, Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka celebrated a Divine Liturgy to the Holy Spirit at the convent chapel and then 
presided at the elections.  The following Sisters were elected for a six-year term:   
 

Sister Maria Kelly, MSMG, Mother General 
Mother Evhenia Prusnay, MSMG, 1st Councilor 

Sister Yosaphata Litvenczuk, MSMG, 2nd Councilor 
Sister Timothea Konyu, MSMG, 3rd Councilor 

 

 
 

        Sr. Timothea, MSMG, Rev. Mother Maria, MSMG,  
Most Rev. Stefan Soroka,   

Rev. Mother Evhenia, MSMG and Sr. Yosaphata, MSMG 
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A Call to Prayer 
Sunday, August 27, 2017 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Ukrainian Catholic Church 
2 Blocks North of Route 42 

Centralia, Pennsylvania 
 

Noon Divine Liturgy Metropolitan Stefan Soroka celebrant 

 

1:30 – 3:30 PM:  Confessions Available 
 

2:00 PM:  Living Holy Rosary with Reflection by Father 
Martin Kobos, OFM Conv. 

 

3:00 PM:  Akafist to the Dormition of the Mother of God 
celebrated by Msgr. James T. Melnic 

 

4:30 PM:  Candlelight Procession with Icon of Our Lady 
of Pochaiv followed by Moleben to the Mother of God 
Metropolitan Stefan Soroka main celebrant and homilist 
 ●Prayers for Healing and Anointing of the Faithful 
 ●Veneration of the Icon of Our Lady of Pochaiv 
 ●Veneration of Icon and Relics of Blessed Bishop 
 Martyr Mykola Charnetsky, C.Ss.R.  the healer of souls 

 

During his historic visit in 2015, His Beatitude Major Archbishop Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk, Primate of the world-wide Ukrainian Catholic Church, marveled at 
the continuing presence of the church in Centralia and the sense of true 
holiness which pervades the entire property.  His desire is for all people of faith 
to come and experience this holiness, sanctity and serenity as pilgrims to this 
holy place on the mountain.   

All are Welcome! 
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 ST. ELIAS THE PROPHET

At a most critical period 
in the history of the 
Israelite people, God 
sent inspired leaders to 
call His people back to 
the worship of the One 
True God. First and 
greatest among these 
prophets was Elias the 
Tishbite (also called 
Elijah) who enters Israelite 
history with dramatic 
suddenness. (1 Kings 
17) He prized belief in 
the One God and there 
was no deviation from 
his total dedication. 
Appropriately, the name 
Elias means "the Lord is 
my God." The feast of 
Elias is celebrated on 
July 20th.

The icon depicting 
the Prophet Elias fed 
by ravens shows that 
nature itself is governed 
by the will of God. The 
raven, a bird of prey, is 
chosen by God to be His 
instrument. God's words 
to Elias were: "You shall 
drink of the stream, and I 
have commanded ravens 
to feed you there." (1 
Kings 17:4)

St. Basil the Great gives 
an interpretation of this 
event: "The dwelling 
place of Elias was 
Mount Carmel, a high 
uninhabited mountain. 
The wilderness received 
the hermit; but it was 
the soul that instituted all 

for this righteous man, 
and the provision for his 
life's journey was hope 
in God. Yet despite this 
mode of life, he did 
not die of hunger; on 
the contrary, the most 
rapacious birds of prey 
brought him food. Those 
whose custom was to 
steal food of others 
became servants at his 
table. At the command 
of the Lord they changed 
their nature and became 
faithful guardians of 
bread and meat." This 
event is a prophetic 
prefiguration of the 
coming of the Kingdom 
of God in power. Elias 
the Prophet enjoys 
great popularity and 
appreciation.
In other icons, Elias 
appears as a strict ascetic 
full of zeal for faith in the 
true God, yet, afraid of 
the love God has for 
him. He is pictured as 
a "hairy man" holding 
an open scroll which 
reads: "I have been most 
zealous for the Lord the 
God of Hosts." (1 Kings 
19:10)

Elias did not die! He 
was carried away in a 
fiery chariot while yet 
alive. This introduced the 
thought that he would 
return to announce the 
Messiah. Thus, he is 
often mentioned in the 
New Testament, both in 

preparation for Christ 
and also by Christ. In 
fact, Christ identifies Elias 
and John the Baptist 
(Mt. 11: 14) and thereby 
announces the end of the 
era of waiting. Through 
Elias we see God's 
constant faithfulness to 
His people. He sends 
prophets in every age to 
lead His people in the 
knowledge of One True 
God.

TROPARION — The 
glorious Elias, incarnate 
messenger of God, pillar 
of prophets, and second 
forerunner of the coming 
of Christ, sent grace from 
on high to Eliseus that 
he might heal sickness 
and purify the lepers; 

therefore, he intercedes 
in behalf of those who 
honor him.

God-with-us Icon Series, 
Icon  #37
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Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate Celebrate 125 Years of BlessingsSisters Servants of Mary Immaculate Celebrate 125 Years of Blessings
July IntentionJuly Intention ::
Heavenly Father, As Sisters Servants gather from around the world
to convene for our General Chapter, we pray for guidance and
wisdom for each participant.  May they be enlightened by You,
God Almighty, as they discern the leadership team that will
serve for the next six years.  May they be blessed with strength
to serve, wisdom to judge and love to guide each and all their
endeavors.  We ask this through Blessed Josaphata our first
Sister Servant 

Please Join Us as We Pray:Please Join Us as We Pray: Blessed Josaphata, you
are crowned in heaven with  the  praise  of  the  Blessed, intercede
for us before God for the grace we so ardently plead for the greater
glory of God, honor to Mary and peace throughout the world.

ЮвілейнийЮвілейний НамірНамір ССНДМССНДМ - - Липень:Липень:
Небесний Отче! Коли Сестри Служебниці зберуться з

усього світу на нашу Генеральну Капітулу, ми молимося за
провід та мудрість для усіх учасників. Просвіти їх, Все-
могутній Боже, щоб вони мудро обрали провід, який слу-
житиме протягом наступних шести років.
Поблагослови їх силою служити, мудрістю судити та з
любов’ю управляти у всіх їхніх працях. Просимо цього за
посередництвом Блаженної Йосафати, нашої першої Се-

стри Служебниці.
Будь ласка, приєднуйтесь до нас, Будь ласка, приєднуйтесь до нас, 

у молиу моли твтв і:   і :   Блаженна Йосафато,  що  увінчана  в  небі
славою блаженних, заступайся за нами перед Богом про ласку, яку

так гаряче просимо тебе, щоб усе співдіяло на більшу славу Божу, честь
Марії і мир по всьому світі.

Rummage Sale to be held 
in Olyphant, PA

SS. Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Olyphant, PA held a Pre-Rummage 
Sale meeting to discuss the 7th Annual (Fund 
Raiser) Rummage Sale onSeptember 22nd 23th, 
24th 2017 at St. Cyrils School Gym, 133 River 
Street, Olyphant.  

Photo: Left to Right: Glenda Marcinko, Cheryl 
Matuszewski, Marlene Zelno, Dorothy Zinsky, 
Lauren Telep Chairman, and Irene Martynuk; 2nd 
Row. Marie Martin, Ann Nasevich, Anne Victoria 
Nasevich, Rosemary Musoleno Marytnuk, and 
John Nesevich, Last Row Loretta Kovaleski, Mary 
Ann Turko.
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Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate Celebrate 125 years 

On June 21st, the 
Sisters Servants of 
Mary Immaculate, in 
Sloatsburg, NY, hosted 
the Hierarchy, clergy and 
religious of the Eastern 
and Western churches 
to celebrate 125 years 
of their founding as an 
Apostolic Congregation 
in Zhuzhel, Ukraine.  
The celebration was in 
gratitude to God for 
these 125 years as a 
Congregation and also 
to acknowledge gratitude 
to the hierarchy, clergy 
and men and women 
religious who have 

served the church with 
the Sisters Servants in the 
United States.
  
The festive day began 
with a procession from 
St. Mary’s Villa to the 
Grotto where the Divine 
Liturgy was celebrated 
by Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka - Metropolitan 
of the Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia; Bishop 
Paul Chomnycky – 
Eparchy of Stamford; 
Bishop Bohdan Danylo 
– Eparchy of Parma; 
Bishop Kurt Burnette 
– Byzantine Eparchy 

of Passaic; Bishop 
John Bura – Auxiliary 
of Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia, and clergy.  
In his homily, Archbishop 
Stefan noted:   “We 
celebrate the miracle of 
a new beginning in the 
formation and existence 
of the Sisters of Servants 
of Mary Immaculate.  
We celebrate the miracle 
of new beginnings in the 
journey of your vocation 
in life, my vocation in life 
– a vocation to love and 
serve God.  We celebrate 
the new beginnings in 
the life of every Sister 

Servant amidst us and 
elsewhere in these past 
125 years.”   Following 
the Divine Liturgy, all in 
attendance gathered for 
a festive barbecue on 
the terrace of St. Mary’s 
Villa.  

The Sisters Servants invite 
all the faithful to continue 
to celebrate our 125th 
Jubilee by joining us for 
the 63rd Holy Dormition 
Pilgrimage on August 
13-14.   Glory to God! 
Honor to Mary! Peace 
to Us!
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Newly Renovated Chapel to Blessed Josaphata Hordashevska

On May 20-21, Fr. 
Philip Weiner, pastor 
and parishioners of 
St. Josaphat Church 
in Rochester, NY 
welcomed Sr. Kathleen, 
Sr. Michele, Sr. Eliane 
and Sr. Anne to the 
blessing and dedication 
of the newly renovated 
convent chapel to the 
Blessed Josaphata 
Hordashevska Chapel, 
foundress of the Sisters 
Servants.  The dedication 
and blessing is in honor 
of the Sisters Servants of 
Mary Immaculate 125th 
Jubilee of their founding 
as a Congregation, 
in thanksgiving for the 
many years that the 
Sisters Servants served 
in the school and 
parish, and to honor 
two Parish Vocations to 
the Sister Servants of 
Mary Immaculate - Sister 
Anne Roman and Sister 
Michele Yakymovitch.

The convent building 
built in 1964, now 
serves as a residence 
for the assistant pastor 
of St Josaphat Parish 
and his family.  The 
chapel will be used for 
the celebration of daily 
liturgical services. 

The weekend began 
on Saturday with the 
celebration of the 5:00 
p.m. Divine Liturgy, 
followed by a procession 

with the Relic of Blessed 
Josaphata given as 
gift to the parish by 
the Sister Servants, the 
Antemension issued by 
Bishop Paul Chomnycky, 
OSBM, along with the 
clergy and faithful to 
the convent chapel for 
a simple blessing and 
dedication.   The first 
class relic of Blessed 
Josaphata was placed 
on the mantle in front of 
her large Icon, and will 
remain for veneration. 
Fr. Philip spoke about 
the close relationship of 
the Sisters Servants and 
St. Josaphat parish, and 
now with the Blessed 
Josaphata chapel,that 
even though the Sister 
Servants no longer serve 
in the parish,  the Sisters 
will always remain close 
to the hearts of the 
parishioners and friends 

of St Josaphat Parish. 

On Sunday morning 
parishioners gathered in 
the chapel in procession 
with the Icon and relics 
of Blessed Josaphata for 
the Divine Liturgy. At the 
conclusion of the Divine 
Liturgy, Parish Vocations 
Sister Anne and Sister 
Michelle renewed their 
vows before Fr Philip 
and parishioners in the 
presence of the Sacred  
Icon and Relic of Blessed 

Josaphata. Following the 
Divine Liturgy, the parish 
provided refreshments 
in the school cafeteria 
where the parishioners 
and Sisters gathered.  
The heartfelt generosity 
and gracious hospitality 
of Fr. Philip and St. 
Josaphat parish truly 
touched the hearts of 
the Sisters Servants. We 
pray for the Intercession 
of Blessed Josaphata!   
Glory to God!  Honor to 
Mary!  Peace to Us!
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63rd  ANNUAL  HOLY  DORMITION 
(ASSUMPTION) PILGRIMAGE

AUGUST  12 – 13, 2017
SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE
ST. MARY’S VILLA / SLOATSBURG, New York

Theme: Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate 
Celebrate 125 Years

Glory to God!   Honor to Mary!   Peace to Us! 

CONFESSIONS ARE AVAILABLE 
THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE WEEKEND

Saturday, August 12
12:00 p.m. Food Available at Pavilion
1:00 p.m.  Akathist to the Mother of God – Rev. Jack Custer, SSL, STD, 

Rector of St. Michael’s Cathedral, Passaic, NJ
2:30 pm     Presentation – Sr. Janice Soluk, SSMI (St. Mary’s terrace)

former SSMI Superior General – theme: “Glory to God!  Honor to Mary!  Peace to Us!”
3:15  p.m.  Children’s Activity – Sr. Eliane, SSMI     (St. Mary’s terrace)
3:30 p.m.  Blessing of the Sick  (Grotto steps and St. Mary’s Chapel)

Blessing of Religious Articles   (front of St. Joseph’s Home) 
5:00 p.m.  Divine Liturgy – Fr. James Spera,main celebrant /homilist   (grotto – English)

Choir: St. Mary’s Byzantine Catholic Church, Hillsborough, NJ
Divine Liturgy followed by Blessing of Water at St. Mary’s Fountain

7:30  p.m.   Panakhyda      (Blessed Mother’s circle in front of St. Mary’s Villa)
8:00 p.m.  Moleben to the Mother of God with candlelight procession (grotto – English)

Most Rev. Kurt Burnette – Bishop of Passaic Eparchy - main celebrant / homilist

Sunday, August 13
8:30 a.m.  Materi Molitvy / Mothers in Prayer – Rosary / Singing  (St. Mary’s chapel)
10:30 a.m. Pontifical Divine Liturgy with procession to the grotto

Most Rev. Stefan Soroka,Metropolitan Archbishop of Philadelphia 
Most Rev. Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, Bishop of the Eparchy of Stamford (homilist)
Most Rev. Bohdan Danylo, Bishop of the Eparchy of Parma
Most Rev. John Bura,Auxiliary Bishop for the Philadelphia Archeparchy
Most Rev. Basil Losten,Bishop Emeritus of the Eparchy of Stamford

Choir:Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church, Brooklyn, NY
Divine Liturgy followed by Blessing of Flowers

12:00 p.m.   EnglishDivine Liturgy - Rev. Bohdan Hedz, main celebrant / homilist  (St. Mary’s chapel)
St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church, Riverhead, NY

1:30 p.m. Blessing of the Sick     (Grotto steps and St. Mary’s Chapel)
Blessing of Religious Articles(front of St. Joseph’s Home) 

2:00 p.m. Presentations - 
Sr. Tekla Gnatyuk, SSMI (St. Mary’s terrace - Ukrainian)
Sr. Janice Soluk, SSMI  (Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Shrine - English)

2:30 p.m.   Stations of the Cross – Basilian Fathers
2:45  p.m. Children's & Teens’ Activity  - Sr. Eliane, SSMI , Sr. Natalya, SSMI  (St. Mary’s terrace)
3:30 p.m.    Moleben to the Mother of God  (Grotto)

Rev. Andriy Dudkevych- St. Nicholas, Passaic, NJ– main celebrant / homilist
Blessing of cars and buses –Rev. Ivan Tyhovych -  Holy Ghost Parish, Brooklyn, NY

A DVD of the Life & Ministry of the SSMI’s will be showing 
throughout the weekend in the Gallery

Rt. Rev. Mitred Msgr. John Terlecky, Pilgrimage Spiritual Moderator

The Sisters Servants of Mary 
Immaculate welcome all 
the faithful to the 63rd Holy 
Dormition Pilgrimage in 
Sloatsburg, NY August 12-
13, 2017 as we continue to 
celebrate the 125th Jubilee 
of our founding as the first 
Apostolic Congregation 
of Women Religious in 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church (of the Byzantine 
Rite).   Our dedicated 
Hierarchy and clergy will 
be present to celebrate the 
Mysteries of the Eucharist 
and Reconciliation.  The 
schedule is printed in the 
diocesan newspapers and 
on our website:www.ssmi-
us.org.   We invite you 
to come away from your 
daily routine, to journey 
to St. Mary's Villa for the 
Holy Dormition Pilgrimage 
which honors the Mother of 
God, who always guides 
us to her Son.  We pray 
that your pilgrimage will 
be filled with many graces 
and blessings, so that you 
may return to your homes 
renewed in your faith, and 
witness God's love to the 
world.   We also invite you 
celebrate our 125th with a 
piece of our Jubilee cake, 
don't forget to ask for it!  
Glory to God! Honor to 
Mary! Peace to Us!

Sister 
Kathleen, 
SSMI
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Sarah Bellfy, Nineliya Martinez, Zachary 
Mattes received First Confession at Holy 
Ghost Church in West Easton, PA, on the 
feast of the church, Pentecost Sunday June 
25, 2017. Also pictured are the family and 

Fr. Daniel Troyan.

Emilia Kachai and Zachary Kachai
received First Confession at St. Nicholas 

Ukrainian Catholic Church
801 Carmel  Road, Millville, NJ.

on June 10th, 2017.  Also pictured is 
Fr. Roman Sverdan.

First Confessions

Ascension Manor Celebrates 4th of July with BBQ for Residents

Ascension Manor is a Senior Citizen Apartment Complex under the direction of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia, 215-922-1116, Equal Housing Opportunity
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Class of 2017 Graduate Saint Basil Academy in Jenkintown

On Saturday, June 
3, 2017, Saint Basil 
Academy, located 
in Jenkintown, PA,  
awarded high school 
diplomas to the young 
women who are now 
eagerly awaiting the 
next phase of their life 
– college and university 
studies.  The college-
preparatory curriculum 
of St. Basil Academy has 
prepared the graduates 
for acceptance to a 
wide array of colleges, 
including both private 
and state colleges, large 
and small universities, 
Catholic and secular 
schools.  They will be 
traveling as far as Loyola 
University Chicago, 
University of Southern 
Maine, and University 
of South Florida, 
Tampa, or staying in 

area colleges such as 
Temple, Drexel and West 
Chester Universities.  
The graduating Class 
of 2017 was awarded 
$9,583,484 in Merit 
Scholarships.
 
The graduates of Saint 
Basil Academy exemplify 
the diverse interests that 
SBA students embody 
– students who pursue 
academic challenges, 
take part in science fairs, 
participate in literary 
Book-a-thons, develop 
athletic skills, share and 
grow in their musical and 
artistic talents, and use 
their God-given gifts in 
community service.
 
This year’s two highest-
achieving graduates 
were valedictorian 
Natalie Kucowski and 

salutatorian Madelyn 
Riehman.  Natalie, 
a member of the St. 
Matthew parish, included 
10 honors courses and 6 
AP classes in her studies.  
She took classes at 
Manor College through 
the Diocesan Scholar 
program.  As the highest-
ranking graduate, 
Natalie represented 
Saint Basil Academy as 
Best of Class for 6ABC.   
Natalie was a member 
of the Student Council, 
where she served as 
president. She was a 
clarinetist in the SBA 
Band for four years, and 
was inducted into the 
National Honor Society.  
Natalie’s strong skills on 
the SBA Basketball team 
have helped her lead 

her teammates to win 
the Catholic Academy 
League Championship 
this year. She scored 
over 1000 points during 
her high school career, 
1000 rebound goals, 
and realized over 600 
blocks. Natalie was 
named to the 2nd Team 
All State for 2017 and 
received the AACA 
MVP Award. She will 
be attending Lafayette 
College on full athletic 
scholarship, studying 
chemical engineering.
 
Madelyn Riehman, 
salutatorian, is the 
second generation at 
SBA, coming to Saint 

(continued on next page)
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Basil Academy after 
two years at Mount St. 
Joseph Academy.  She 
is from the St. Francis 
of Assisi parish in 
Norristown, and she, 
too, attended Manor 
College as Diocesan 
Scholar.  Madelyn’s 
academic plate included 
7 honors courses and 
4 AP classes, and she 
was inducted into the 
National Honor Society. 
Madelyn’s activities at 
SBA included community 
service through SBA 
Cares, working on the 
SBA newspaper Basilian 
Pillar, the Panther Tales 
school news videos, 
and numerous athletic 
teams -  volleyball, 
basketball and track 
and field.  Madelyn was 
awarded the Academic 
Excellence Scholarship 
and the Monmouth 
University Shadow Lawn 
Scholarship.  She will 
continue her studies at 
Monmouth University as 
a Business major.
 
The graduates, Class of 
2017, were inducted into 
the SBA Alumnae Society 
at the Senior Recognition 
Assembly, which was 
held the week prior to 
graduation.  During the 
program, students were 
recognized for their 
strengths in academics, 
for their work in Student 

Council, for community 
service, and leadership 
in various activities, 
among other accolades.  
The Top Ten graduates 
were recognized and 
honored with medals. 
 
This graduation was the 
last one for outgoing 
principal Gwen Cote.  
During her three-year 
tenure, Ms. Coté has 
led SBA in strengthening 
the relationship of 
the Academy with the 
outside community, with 
partner (feeder) schools, 
with parents, as well as 
alumna.  She has been 
a strong proponent of 
growing the school’s 
connection with the 
Ukrainian community, 
with giving the 
students opportunities 
to understand the 
Ukrainian Catholic Rite, 
as well as traditions, 
history and culture.  
Under her leadership, 
SBA has restructured 
the class schedules 
and format to reflect 
21st Century needs, 
finalized the “Bring Your 
Own Device” project 
for students’ using their 
own laptops in school 
as an enhancement 
to learning, initiated 
the beginnings of a 
collaborative classroom 
at SBA, started the Music 
Academy, instituted 

the “Pillars of Success” 
recognition of alumnae, 
as well as oversaw the 
organization of the 
first SBA Carnival last 
year.  These are but a 
few areas of growth 
that have put Saint Basil 
Academy on the road to 
an exciting future.
 
Saint Basil Academy 
welcomes new principal 
Mrs. Connie D’Angelo 
into the SBA family.  Mrs. 
D’Angelo is not new to 
the school.  She was at 
the Academy in the Vice 
Principal position for 
two years, after which 
she held the position 
of Dean of Student 
Affairs at Mount Saint 
Joseph Academy.  Mrs. 
D’Angelo comes back 
to Saint Basil Academy 
eager to build on the 
foundation already 
established and to seek 
new paths that continue 
to support the legacy of 
the Sisters of the Order 
of Saint Basil the Great 
at the Academy. 
 
Among the Saint Basil 
Academy graduates 
is a student from our 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy, parishioner 
of Saint Michael the 
Archangel Ukrainian 
Catholic Church Dianna 
Gavrykh.  Graduating St. 

Basil Academy with high 
honors, she was a music 
scholarship recipient, 
sharing her pianistic 
skills and talents at many 
events.  She is a piano 
student of Khrystyna 
Yurchakevych, who is 
also part of the SBA family 
as piano accompanist 
for the Concert Choir 
and Madrigals.  Dianna 
is a talented artist as 
well, studying art with 
Sister Susanne Matwiyiw, 
OSBM, through her high 
school years. To round 
out these activities, 
Dianna was a member 
of the Ukrainian Society 
and the Mock Trial 
Team. She will continue 
her studies at Temple 
University.
 
As we congratulate 
the graduates of the 
Class of 2017 and their 
families, we wish them 
God’s Blessings on the 
road that they follow 
through life.  May they 
find happiness, purpose, 
and opportunities to 
use their talents for the 
good of humankind and 
the Glory of the Lord.  
Mnohaya Lita!  Many 
Happy Years!

Submitted by: Lesia 
Penkalskyj

Class of 2017 Graduate Saint Basil Academy in Jenkintown
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HOLY MYRRH-BEARERS, SWARTHMORE, PA. 
HOSTS THE MEN OF LOURDES FOR A SUNDAY AFTERNOON 

PICNIC AND GAMES
It was a beautiful Sunday afternoon when Holy 
Myrrh-Bearers hosted their neighbors, the Men of 
Lourdes.  The men live net door to the Church whose 
house was built at the same time Holy Myrrh-Bearers 
was founded.  Eight men from the house attended 
an afternoon of activities.  The afternoon started with 
Kristen Shegda leading the men in making their own 
Phillies tee shirts.  Bob Long was busy on the deck 
cooking up Chicken on the grill.  A picnic lunch was 
then eaten on the deck followed by yard games.  
It was an afternoon filled with lots of laughter and 
joking.  The day ended with the men paying a visit to 
the Church before returning home.  What a blessing 
it was to host these wonderful men for and afternoon 
of food, fun and fellowship

News from Swarthmore, PA

“Gourmet Pierogies Are Back” – Orders Now Being Taken! 
 
Holy Myrrh-Bearers Parish pierogie-makers just couldn’t stop pinching for the entire summer and are now 
taking orders for a special run of “Gourmet Pierogies.”
 
We are offering the following special varieties:
 
Blueberry   -  $6.00  half dozen
Buffalo Chicken  -  $7.00  half dozen
Cheese Steak -  $7.00   half dozen
Jalapeno Cheddar - $5.00 half dozen
Kielbasa & Sauerkraut  -  $7.00  half dozen
 
Order yours by Sunday, August 13th and pickup between noon and 5:00 pm. on Saturday,  August 19th. 
 
Please place your order by calling our parish office at (610) 544-1215 or send us an email at HMBChurch@
verizon.net.  Please leave your name, phone #, and # of dozen requested.  All pickups are made in the 
Parish Hall located at 900 Fairview Road in Swarthmore/Ridley Township.
 
Thanks for your support!



JULY 09, 2017  37

His Beatitude Sviatoslav visits Arizona

On Saturday, July 1, 
2017 on the Feast of 
Saints Cosmas and 
Damian, St. Michael's 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Tucson, AZ 
welcomed His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav Shevchuk.  

On Sunday, July 2, 2017 
a Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy was celebrated by 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
at 1:00 PM for the 6oth 
Anniversary celebration 
of Dormition of the 
Mother of God Parish in 
Phoenix, Arizona.

(Photo submitted 
by Rt. Rev. Mitred 
Protopresbyter Andriy 
Chirovsky, S.Th.D.)

Manor College connects its past with its future by partnering 
with Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University in 

Ukraine

On Wednesday, May 31, 2017, Jonathan Peri, President of Manor College and Dr. Stephen Grieco, Vice 
President of Academic Affairs met via Skype with Igor Tsependa, Rector and Andriy Zagorodnyuk, Vice 
Rector of Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University  in Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine to sign a first of its 
kind partnership agreement connecting the two institutions for collaborations.

This agreement means that the institutions intend to engage in:

- joint research projects and scientific conferences
- exchange scientific data, curricula and scientific literature
- prepare scientific publications containing the results of joint research 
- participate in joint international programs and projects
- exchange scientific, pedagogical staff and students
- scientific internship
- jointly seek support for the purposes of the objectives of this Agreement

Read the entire article on https://manor.edu/manor-college-connects-its-past-with-its-future/
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President in the meeting with the Ukrainian community: 
Everything that is happening in Ukraine now is in the heart 

of the Diaspora

20 June 2017 

President Petro 
Poroshenko started his 
working visit to the U.S. 
paying tribute to the 
victims of the Holodomor 
of 1932-1933 in 
Ukraine and having a 
conversation with the 
Ukrainian community.

“Most people didn’t 
know where Ukraine is, 
let alone the Holodomor. 
And today one cannot 
find a person in the world 
who would not love 
us, respect us and pay 
tribute to our nation,” the 
President said.

The Head of State 
emphasized: Ukraine has 
passed a great distance 
despite tremendous 
challenges. He expressed 
gratitude to the Ukrainian 
community in the U.S. 
for the great efforts and 
unity.

“Everything that is 
happening in Ukraine 
now is in the heart of 
the Diaspora. We feel 
that. And we do not 
have to ask for help 
- the Diaspora does 
everything it can,” the 
President said.

Petro Poroshenko added 

that due to the efforts of 
the Ukrainian community, 
the military wounded in 
the ATO area receive 
necessary support and 
assistance in treatment 
and rehabilitation in the 
United States.

Adapted from the 
articleon http://www.
p r e s i d e n t . g o v . u a /
e n / n e w s / v s e - s h o -
vidbuvayetsya-zaraz-
v-ukrayin i -ye-v-serc i -
diaspori-p-41934
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Cardinal Sandri to visit Ukraine

3 July 2017

From 11 to 17 July, 
Cardinal Leonardo 
Sandri, Prefect of the 
Congregation for the 
Eastern Churches will 
be on a pastoral visit to 
Ukraine. The program 
of the visit, which is a 
gesture of love of Pope 
Francis to the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church, 
includes a series of 
events planned in Kyiv, 
Kharkiv, Kramatorsk, 
Slovyansk, Ivano-
Frankivsk, Zarvanytsia, 
and Lviv.
 

In particular, on July 
11, in Kyiv, Cardinal 
Leonardo will pray on 
Maidan near the cross 
and visit the Museum of 
Holodomor. On the day 
of the feast of the Holy 
Apostles Peter and Paul, 
July 12, the Vatican’s 
visitor will concelebrate in 
the Hierarchical Liturgy at 
the Patriarchal Cathedral 
of the Resurrection of 

Christ, and will also 
commemorate the newly 
deceased Lubomyr, 
Archbishop of the 
UGCC, in a prayer in the 
crypt of the Patriarchal 
Cathedral. Then he 
will give interview to 
journalists at the studio 
"Live TV" in Kyiv and visit 
the Kyiv Three Saints' 
Seminary in Knyazhiychi.
 
On the same day, July 
12, the Prefect of the 
Congregation will meet 
Bishop Basil (Tuchapets), 
the Exarch of Kharkiv, 
in the city of Kharkiv 
and will get acquainted 
with social service in the 
exarchate, in particular, 
he will visit the Charitable 
Fund Caritas-Kharkiv. 
The next day, July 13, 
the Cardinal will take 
part in the Hierarchical 
Divine Liturgy and the 
rite of consecration of the 
Lower church and dome 
crosses pf the UGCC 
Cathedrals in Kharkiv,  
led by the Father and 
Head of the UGCC, His 

Beatitude Sviatoslav. He 
will also meet pastors of 
the Kharkiv Exarchate.
 
On July 14, Cardinal 
Sandri will be in 
Kramatorsk, where he 
will take part in the 
Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy at the Church of 
the Holy Prophet Elias. 
He will also meet with 
Bishop Stepan (Meniok), 
the Exarch of Donetsk, 
and the clergymen 
of the exarchate. In 
addition, the prefect 
will get acquainted 
with the activities of 
the Charitable Fund 
“Caritas-Kramatorsk”. 
On this day, the Vatican’s 
representative will visit 
the Greek Catholic 
community in Slovyansk 
and talk to the IDPs.
 
On July 15, the respected 
guest will visit the Ivano-
Frankivsk Theological 
Seminary and talk 
to Bishop Volodymyr 
(Vityshyn), Archbishop 
and Metropolitan of 

Ivano-Frankivsk.
 
On July 15-16, Cardinal 
Sandri will take part in 
events and worship in 
the framework of the All-
Ukrainian pilgrimage to 
Zarvanytsia. In addition, 
he will visit the Museum 
of Patriarch Josyp Slipyy 
in Zazdrist.
 
In the last days of the visit, 
July 16-17, the prefect 
of the Congregation for 
the Eastern Churches will 
pray in the crypt of the 
St. George's Cathedral 
in Lviv and will stay in the 
Metropolitan Chambers.
 
h t t p s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
catholics/vatikan/67468

Pope: Strength of the martyrs is hope
28/06/2017 

(Vatican Radio) 
Continuing his catechesis 
on “Christian Hope,” 
Pope Francis spoke 
Wednesday on “Hope, 
Strength of the Martyrs” 
at his General Audience 

in St Peter’s Square.

The Holy Father reflected 
on the words of Jesus: 
“Behold, I am sending 
you like sheep in the 
midst of wolves… You 
will be hated by all 
because of My Name, 

but whoever endures to 
the end will be saved.”

When Jesus sent His 
disciples on mission, the 
Pope said, He did not fill 
them with illusions about 
easy successes; rather, 
he warned them that 

“the proclamation of the 
Kingdom of God always 
involves opposition.” 
Christians love, he said, 
but they are not always 
loved; and in a greater 
or lesser degree, “the 

(continued on next page)
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confession of faith always 
takes place in a climate 
of hostility.”

Because the world is 
marked by sin, Pope 
Francis continued, 
Christians are men 
and women who are 
constantly “going against 
the tide.” This is not 
because of a polemical 
or argumentative spirit, 
he explained, but 
because of the “Gospel 
logic,” which is a logic of 
hope, and which leads 
to a way of life marked 
out by the teachings of 
Jesus.

Christians, then, live their 
lives filled with love. As 
“sheep among wolves,” 
they must be prudent, 
“and even at times 
cunning,” according to 
the Pope. But they must 

Pope: Strength of the martyrs is hope
(continued from previous page)

never resort to violence. 
“To overcome evil, 
one cannot share the 
methods of evil.”

“The unique strength of the 
Christian is the Gospel,” 
he continued. In times of 
difficulty, Christians must 
remember that God 
is always with them; 
and God is “stronger 
than evil, stronger than 
the mafias, the hidden 
plots, those who enrich 
themselves on the 
backs of the desperate, 
those who crush others 
with arrogance.” God 
“always hears the voice 
of the blood of Abel that 
cries from the earth.”

And so Christians always 
find themselves “on the 
other side” with regard 
to the world. They 
find themselves on the 

side chosen by God: 
“not persecutors, but 
persecuted, not arrogant 
but meek; not ‘sellers of 
smoke,’ but submissive to 
the truth; not imposters, 
but honest men.”

This following of Jesus, 
the Pope said, was 
called “martyrdom” by 
the early Christians, a 
word that means witness. 
“The martyrs do not live 
for themselves, they do 
not fight to affirm their 
own ideas; they accept 
the duty to die solely on 
account of fidelity to the 
Gospel.” But even giving 
up one’s life, he said, 
echoing Saint Paul, is of 
no value without charity.

Pope Francis said the 
strength of the martyrs – 
of whom there are more 
in our day then there 

were in the past – is a 
sign of the “great hope 
that animated them: the 
certain hope that nothing 
and no one could 
separate them from the 
love of God given them 
in Christ Jesus.”

The Holy Father 
concluded his catechesis 
with the prayer that God 
might “always give us 
the strength to be His 
witnesses” and might 
“grant that we might live 
Christian hope, above all 
in the hidden martyrdom 
of doing our daily duty 
well and with love.”

http://en.radiovaticana.
va/news/2017/06/28/
p o p e _ s t r e n g t h _
o f _ t h e _ma r t y r s _ i s _
hope/1321846

Head of UGCC: “Saint Josaphat - martyr for the unity of 
Christians and Church”

Tuesday, 27 June 2017

Today we came to this 
great temple during 
the world pilgrimage to 
commemorate a person 
who we glorify as a star, 
who gave himself, his 
soul, his life as a Good 
shepherd for his sheep. 
We have gathered here 

in a place where the 
relics of saint Josaphat 
are placed and we thank 
God and the Holy Father 
for the opportunity to 
glorify this great saint 
of our Church on the 
150th anniversary of his 
canonization.

It was here, at this 

temple in 1867, on the 
Feast of saints Paul 
and Peter, June 29, the 
holiness of our bishop 
and martyr for Christian 
unity enlightened the 
whole world.
Father and Head of 
UGCC said in his homily 
during the Divine Liturgy 
of Ukrainian Byzantine 

rite, which he headed 
at the main altar of 
Saint Peter Basilica in 
Vatican on occasion of 
150th anniversary of 
canonization of saint 
Josaphat whose relics 
are stored in this temple.
“Today we are thanking 

(continued on next page)
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God that despite years 
and centuries, his spirit, his 
example, his personality 
is able to gather 
thousands of people at 
the same place of his 
canonization, so to unite 
through him with God”, 
the preacher said. Then, 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
suggested to look at the 
other side of holiness 
of saint Josaphat: “We 
glorify him as a bishop 
and martyr, and we do 
this fairly. However, his 
martyrdom is marked 
with a peculiar life-giving 
and holy concept. He is a 
martyr for Christian unity 
and Christ’s Church”. 
At this point Head of 
Church recalled how 
Metropolitan Andrey on 
the 300th anniversary of 
saint Josaphat martyr’s 
death said that “God, by 
the Holy Spirit, frequently 
calls great people for 
accomplishing great 
deeds”.

“Holiness, light and 
majesty of saint Josaphat 
have two dimensions”, 
he mentioned. Primarily, 
God let saint martyr 
Josaphat with a deepness 
of his spiritual life soak 
a spiritual history of 
Kyiv Church, which 
remembers the unity of 
Christ’s Church of the first 
century. “It was a heart 

of this holy bishop, which 
the Holy Spirit chose 
for bestowing vigor, 
ardor, desire to restore 
this unity. Interestingly, 
because he penetrated 
that concept, deepening 
in the spiritual life in his 
monastic community. He 
lived a life of a praying 
liturgical heritage of Kyiv 
Church and the concept 
of uniting Churches. 
Namely in our Kyiv 
tradition, God preserved 
for us in the personality 
of saint Josaphat that 
vigor, memory, prayer 
and desire to restore the 
unity of all Churches of 
Volodymyr’s baptism on 
our lands”. And, on the 
other hand, the Holy 
Spirit raised Josaphat 
above his epoch, 
sometimes even above 
the relationships among 
different Churches. 
“Long before the Second 
Vatican Council, he was 
full of the spirit which we 
call ecumenism today. 
The sense is to search 
the ways and methods 
to restore the total unity 
of Christ’s Church”, His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav 
explained.

Head of UGCC assumes 
that we have to free 
the personality of saint 
martyr Josaphat from 
various biases of 

ideological mystifications 
and fill with holiness and 
spirit of this great saint of 
Christ’s Church.

“We received a special 
privilege and gift from 
God today. Because 
in this pilgrimage we 
brought to this church 
pain, tears, blood and 
sufferings of Ukraine. With 
the special permission of 
the Holy Father we want 
to put everything what 
the body of our nation 
lives by at this altar of 
apostle Peter”, Head of 
Church referred to the 
pilgrims. “Today we are 
asking for transforming 
our pain and suffering 
into the pure bloodless 
sacrifice of our Saviour 
by the grace of the 
Holy Spirit. And out of 
here, out of the tomb of 
apostle Peter, like a pure 
odorous smell of thurible 
rose to the heavenly 
altar. Today we are 
asking saint Josaphat in 
unity with apostle Peter 

for a prayer for Ukraine. 
Here, we want to pray 
for peace in Ukraine, 
peace that comes down 
from heaven, what the 
world doesn’t have. We 
want to build free and 
independent European 
Ukraine, enlightening it 
with the power and light 
of Gospel. Today we are 
asking the Lord for filling 
hearts of all Ukrainian 
Christians with vigor, 
desire of saint Josaphat 
for unity, - “that they may 
all be one”, similarly 
how our Saviour prayed 
for that”, His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav said.                

The UGCC Department 
for Information

Photo by Mykola 
Mudryk  

http://news.ugcc.ua/
e n / n ew s / h ead_o f _
ugcc_saint_josaphat__
martyr_for_the_unity_
o f _ c h r i s t i a n s _ a nd _
church_79873.html

Head of UGCC: “Saint Josaphat - martyr for the unity of 
Christians and Church”
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Ukrainian Pilgrims in St. Peter's Basilica prayed for peace 
and unity of Christians in Ukraine

26 June 2017

More than 5 thousand 
Ukrainian pilgrims 
prayed for peace and 
unity of Orthodox and 
Catholics in Ukraine in 
the Vatican's St. Peter 
Cathedral on Sunday. 
As Radio Liberty reports, 
the faithful gathered 
for a solemn Liturgy 
on the occasion of the 
150th anniversary of 
the canonization of St. 
Josaphat Kuntsevich, 
who on the brink of 
the XVI-XVII centuries 
became famous for 
pastoral activities for the 
unity of Christians.

The Patriarch of the 
UGCC Sviatoslav 
(Shevchuk) celebrated 
the Divine Liturgy at the 
Byzantine rite in the main 
Catholic Church on the 
papal throne. The Pope, 
for the second time, gave 

him such a privilege for 
the proximity of Ukraine 
and respect for the 
figure of St. Josaphat, 
which is celebrated by 
the Catholic Church all 
over the world.

“Today we ask that God 
inspire the hearts of all 
Christians in Ukraine by 
this fire – the striving of 
St. Josaphat to unity,” 
Patriarch Sviatoslav said.

Before the Liturgy during 
the prayer, Pope Francis 
on the square of St. 
Peter congratulated 
pilgrims from Ukraine 
and representatives of 
the UGCC.

“I spiritually unite with 
the Divine Liturgy (which 
you serve at St. Peter's 
Cathedral), asking the 
Lord for each of you the 
courage in the Christian 
testimony and the gift 

of peace for the dear 
Ukrainian land,” the 
Pontiff said.

Among the pilgrims 
in Vatican there were 
young people from 
Ukraine.

“As a member of the 
ATO, it was very pleasant 
to hear in the Vatican 
the words of prayer for 
us, the soldiers, for the 
situation in Ukraine, 
because they think in 
the homeland that we 
have forgotten. It does 
not. We are reminded 
about us, we are 
supported,” said Roman 
Cherniavsky, aged 25, 
from Lviv Oblast.

These celebrations took 
place within the limits 
of national pilgrimage 
to the grave of St. 
Josaphat, whose relics 
rest in the Cathedral of 

St. Peter.

Bishop Josaphat 
Kuntsevich of the 
UGCC (1580-1623) 
became famous for his 
religious activities after 
the announcement of 
the Union of Brest on 
the unification of the 
Orthodox and Catholic 
Churches under the 
jurisdiction of the Pope.

This religious leader died 
in 1623, falling victim of 
the outraged opponents. 
The fact of martyrdom 
was an occasion for the 
Holy See to glorify him 
among the saints for the 
devotion to the Church 
and willingness to die for 
the sake of its unity.

h t tp s : // r i su .o rg .ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
c u l t u r e / r e l i g i o u s _
ceremonies/67403

Resolutions of the Seventy Sixth Session of the Synod of 
Bishops of Kyiv Galician Supreme Archbishopric of the UGCC

(continued on next page)

Sunday, 18 June 2017

On June 13-14, 2017, 
at the Mariysky spiritual 
center of Zarvanytsia, 
under the lead of the 
Father and Head of the 
UGCC His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav took place 

the Seventy Sixth 
Session of the Synod of 
Bishops of Kyiv Galician 
Supreme Archbishopric 
of the UGCC. Below we 
publish the resolutions of 
this session of the Synod.

RESOLUTIONS

of the Seventy Sixth 
Session of the Synod of 
Bishops  of Kyiv Galician 
Supreme Archbishopric 
of the UGCC,  June 
13-14, 2017 AD, 
Zarvanytsia
 
1. For enlivening praying 

life in the Kyiv Galician 
Supreme Archbishopric 
of the UGCC and for 
the realization of the 
Strategy of development 
of the UGCC for the 
period till 2020 "Vibrant 
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Seventy Sixth Session of the Synod of Bishops of Kyiv
(continued from previous page)

parish – place to meet 
the living Christ:"

А. To recommend the 
eparchial bishops watch 
over the nurturing of 
personal and common 
prayer in the seminaries 
and Institutions of 
constant formation of 
clergy and monastics.

B.    To ask the Fathers 
Superiors to establish 
at the monasteries and 
Houses of Orders and 
Congregations "schools 
of prayer," where monks 
and nuns would share 
with the faithful their 
praying experience.

C.    To encourage 
eparchial priests to 
organize in their parishes 
systematic weekly prayer 
meetings with the faithful, 
where they could learn 
how to pray together, 
to receive necessary 
knowledge about prayer 
and share personal 
praying experience.

2.      To adopt in 
the second reading 
with recommended 
amendments and 
proposals the Pastoral 
Adviser "Calling on the 
laity for the participation 
in the social-political life 
of the country" and send 
it for the third reading.

3.      To take into 
consideration the 
didactic materials for 
the courses of constant 
formation of priests 
devoted to the Holy 
Sacrament of Penance 
and recommend using 
them for  priests in their 
pastoral service.

4.      To adopt in the 
first reading the Pastoral 
Guidelines for Jordan 
visits.

5.      To take into 
consideration the report 
of the Commission of 
the UGCC "Justice and 
Peace."

6.      In view of the 
celebrations of the 100-
th jubilee of revelations 
of Our Lady in Fatima 
(Portugal) by the Catholic 
Church, to encourage 
eparchial priests every 
13th day of month from 
July to October 2017 AD 
to hold prayers for peace 
in Ukraine and the world 
and for the development 
of evangelization.

7.      To hold the Seventy 
Seventh Session of of 
the Synod of Bishops of 
Kyiv Galician Supreme 
Archbishopric of the 
UGCC in December 
2017 AD.

These resolutions come 
into effect on June 29, 
2017 AD.
 
The Head of the Synod:
His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
(Shevchuk

http://news.ugcc.ua/
en/articles/resolutions_
of_the_seventy_sixth_
session_of_the_synod_
of_b i shops_o f_ky i v_
g a l i c i a n _ s u p r eme _
archbishopric_of_the_
ugcc_79872.html
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«Seminary is a school of sainthood», - the Head of the 
UGCC at the completion of the school year in the Three 

Saints Kyiv Theology Seminary 

Monday, 12 June 2017

On the first Sunday after 
the Feast of Pentecost 
the Christ's Church 
celebrates the Holiday 
of All Saints. This is the 
holiday of those who 
since the beginning of 
human race received 
from the Lord our God 
the greatest, special and 
unique gift – they were 
filled with the sainthood 
of the Only Great God.

With such words began 
his preaching the Head 
and Father of the UGCC 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
during the Hierarchical 
Divine Liturgy on June 
11th  at the Three Saints 
Kyiv Theology Seminary 
on the occasion of the 
end of the academic 
year there. Together with 
the Head of the UGCC 
celebrated the Liturgy 
the Bishop Bohdan 
(Dziurakh), administrator 
of the Patriarchal Curia 
of the UGCC.

The Major Archbishop of 
the UGCC is convinced 
that the brightest and 
the most visible sign of 
the presence of the Holy 
Spirit is holiness, which 
can be seen in a human 
being and through him/
her. In the Old Testament 

we can read about the 
order which the Lord 
gives to his chosen 
people: "Be holy for I am 
holy." "In the books of 
the Old Testament God's 
sanctity was believed to 
be completely separated 
from the human world. 
God's holiness was 
like His mightiness, 
His inaccessibility, His 
incomprehensibility as 
well as impossibility for 
a man to enter fully into 
God's life. Holy God for 
Israeli was a symbol of 
absolute otherness. He 
was not like anyone or 
anything we can see in 
the visible world. But the 
Lord our God chose for 
Himself a certain nation 
and made them holy; this 
means that those people 
ought to be different from 
other nations because 
they were to mirror all 
the actions of no one 
else but God Himself. It 
was a nation separated 
from others, nation 
which was supposed 
to be a witness, face 
of God in the distorted 
world." However, with 
the embodiment of the 
Son of God, even more, 
with the descent of the 
Holy Spirit on all people 
something different 
happened than what we 
read about in the books 

of the Old Testament. 
"Holy Spirit grants to a 
man that very sanctity 
which God lives by," he 
went on. "Separation 
between God and a 
person disappears. 
Holiness of God Himself 
begins revealing through 
a person who is filled 
with the Holy Spirit."

During the Divine Liturgy 
we hear a call, "Let us 
be attentive! Holy Gifts 
to Holy People!” What 
does it mean? "A priest 
at that moment begins to 
share, divide the Body of 
Christ in order to prepare 
people for the Holy 
Communion. Apparently, 
this calling is addressed 
to those who are saints 
already because they 
are sanctified, redeemed 
by the price of Blood 
of God's Son, received 
the gift of baptizing, the 
gift of chrismation and 
are called to become 
partakers of the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ, 
called to be partakers 
of His holiness. But, on 
the other hand, it's a big 
task for each of us to 
grow in that gift, since at 
the birth we are already 
individuals but all our life 
we must become Human 
Beings. Similarly in the 
spiritual Christian life 

we are blessed with the 
Holy Spirit through Holy 
Sacraments of Christ's 
Church. Every day we 
must grow in holiness, we 
must sanctify ourselves 
and the world in which 
we are living. Thus we 
will mirror in our lives the 
life of Great Holy God," 
called his Beatitude 
Sviatoslav.

Then the preacher 
addressed the 
seminarians, "Today we 
express our gratitude 
to the Lord our God 
for special community, 
special environment for 
blessing and action of 
the Holy Spirit, which 
is our Three Saints Kyiv 
Theology Seminary. One 
can say that our seminary 
is a school of sainthood. 
Everyone, who enters 
the seminary, is called 
to grow in sanctity. I 
have never seen a holy 
seminarian… but each 
seminarian is called 
to fight daily, grow in 
holiness daily which the 
Holy Spirit wants to grant 
you." As the Primate of 
the Church said, when 
seminarians complete 
their studies in the 
seminary, they must not 
only to themselves but 

(continued on next page)



also to others show the 
route to sanctification. 
"Remember, in the 
ancient Greek culture the 
hero was the one who 
was fighting and even 
protecting the power 
of a man as opposed 
to that of Greek gods. 
So, when a Greek hero 
died, he wanted to prove 
the power and grandeur 
of a human being. And 
when martyrs died, the 
mighties of holiness of the 
Christ's Church, as the 
fruits of the Holy Spirit, 
by their lives and deaths 
they revealed the power 
of God, the power of the 
Holy Spirit, but not the 
power of creation. To 
grow in sanctity means 
to be ready to accept 
God's gift and learn 
from it, - stressed His 

Beatitude Sviatoslav.

According to him, 
seminary, as a school 
of holiness, is a place 
and space, community, 
where seminarians 
receive God's gifts, grow 
in them and become 
able to receive even 
bigger gifts from God. 
"I call on your parents. 
If your sons are not 
becoming better every 
year  – worry about 
them! It means then that 
somewhere someone 
didn't do their job to the 
end: either seminarians, 
or their spiritual directors, 
supervisors." Then the 
Head of the Church 
addressed the seminary 
graduates, "Although 
you finish your studies 
and receive diplomas, 

but you don't finish, and, 
possibly, only begin 
your route to holiness. 
Never close books and 
think that you learned 
everything and know 
everything about God 
and the Church! There 
are three principles for 
the growth of a priest 
and a seminarian: daily 
Liturgy and the Holy 
Communion, prayer, 
daily reading of the Holy 
Scripture."

"At the beginning of 
the Liturgy we blessed 
cassocks for the brothers 
who successfully 
completed the first 
course of their studies. 
Brothers, you have 
become different! All 
those, who will observe 
your spiritual outfit, will 

«Seminary is a school of sainthood», - the Head of the 
UGCC at the completion of the school year in the Three 

Saints Kyiv Theology Seminary 
(continued from previous page)

expect from you an 
example in the spiritual 
life. May this spiritual 
outfit which you received 
today become a part of 
your personality. May 
the merciful Lord make 
all of us holy! Let us 
grow in those gifts which 
He is giving us and we 
are receiving!» - said at 
the end of his homily His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav.
    
The UGCC Department 
of Information .

http://news.ugcc.ua/en/
news/seminary_is_a_
school_of_sainthood__
the_head_of_the_ugcc_
a t _ t he_comp le t i on_
of_the_school_year_
in_ the_ three_sa in t s_
k y i v _ t h e o l o g y _
seminary_79725.html
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METROPOLITAN STEFAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Effective August 1ST, 2017, Very Rev. Mark Fesniak will begin a term of medical leave.  He will not assume 
pastoral duties as previously assigned at SS. Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church in Berwick, 
Pa and St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Glen Lyon, Pa. and the responsibilities as Protopresbyter 
(Dean) of the North Anthracite Protopresbytery.

 
Effective August 1st, 2017, Rev. Roman Petryshak will assume the duties and responsibilities as Pastor of Ss. 
Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church in Berwick, PA and St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Glen Lyon, PA.

Effective August 1st, 2017, Very Rev. Nestor Iwasiw will assume the responsibilities as Protopresbyter (Dean) 
of the North Anthracite Protopresbytery.  
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Happy Birthday!

Ç Äíåì íàðîäæåííÿ!

July 9: Rev. John Seniw
July 10: Rev. John Wysochansky
July 10: Rev. Deacon Paul Makar

July 15: Very Rev. Archpr. Michael Hutsko
July 17: Rev. Andriy Dudkevych

July 27: Rev. John Ciurpita
August 6: Subdeacon Mr. Roman Oprysk

August 11: Rev. Roman Petryshak
August 15: Rev. Ihor Bloshchynskyy

August 17: Very Rev. Archpr. David Clooney
August 27: Rev. Paul Wolensky

May the Good Lord Continue to Guide You 
and Shower You with His Great Blessings.  

Mnohaya Lita!

Íåõàé Äîáðèé Ãîñïîäü Òðèìàº  Âàñ ó 
Ñâî¿é  Îï³ö³ òà Ùåäðî Áëàãîñëîâèòü Âàñ. 

Ìíîãàÿ Ë³òà!

Congratulations on your 
Anniversary of Priesthood!

Â³òàºìî ç Ð³÷íèöåþ Ñâÿùåíñòâà!

July 9: Rev. Yaroslav Kurpel (24th Anniversary)
July 10: Very Rev. Archpr. Mitrat Roman Mirchuk

(41st Anniversary)
July 13: Rev. Mark Fesniak (14th Anniversary)
July 13: Rev. Ivan Turyk (14th Anniversary)

July 20: Rev. Myron Myronyuk (14th Anniversary)
July 31: Rev. Taras Lonchyna (40th Anniversary)

May God Grant You Many Happy and 
Blessed Years of Service in the Vineyard of 

Our Lord!  

Íåõàé Áîã Îáäàðóº
 Áàãàòüìà  Áëàãîñëîâåííèìè 

Ðîêàìè Ñëóæ³ííÿ
 â Ãîñïîäíüîìó 
Âèíîãðàäíèêó!

July 2017 - Липня 2017
August 2017 - Серпня 2017


