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LUBOMYR CARDINAL HUSAR DIES AGED 84

31 May 2017

May 31, 2017, at 18:30 
after a serious illness 
His Beatitude Lubomyr 
(Husar), Archbishop 
Emeritus of the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church 
Church died at the age 
of 84.

January 26, 2001 - 
February 10, 2011 
he served as a Major 
Archbishop of the 
Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church.

Born in Lviv, Ukraine, 
on February 26, 1933, 
Lubomyr Husar fled 
from Ukraine with his 
parents in 1944, ahead 
of the advancing Soviet 
army. He spent the 
early post-World War II 
years among Ukrainian 
refugees in a displaced 
persons camp near 
Salzburg, Austria. In 
1949, he emigrated with 
his family to the United 
States of America.

From 1950 to 1954, 

he studied at St. Basil’s 
College (Ukrainian) 
Seminary in Stamford, 
Connecticut. He 
continued his studies at 
Catholic University of 
America in Washington 
DC, and at Fordham 
University in New York. 
He was ordained a 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
priest of the Eparchy of 
Stamford on March 30, 
1958.

From 1958 to 1969 Fr. 
Husar taught at St. Basil’s 
College Seminary, and 
also between 1966 and 
1969 was the pastor of 
Holy Trinity Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic parish in 
Kerhonkson, New York. 
In 1969, Fr. Lubomyr 
went to Rome, where 
he earned a doctorate 
in Dogmatic theology at 
the Pontifical Urbanian 
University in 1972. 
During his stay in Rome 
he joined the Ukrainian 
Studite monastic 
community at the 

His Beatitude Cardinal Husar 
Visits America in November 2002 

(Cathedral, Philadelphia)
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Studion Monastery not 
far from Castelgandolfo, 
Italy, and was elected 
hegumen (superior) of 
the monastery in 1974.

He was consecrated 
a bishop in 1977 in 
the Studion monastery 
chapel in Castelgandolfo 
by Patriarch Josyf 
Cardinal Slipyj. He was 
named Archimandrite 
(Abbot) of the  Studite 
Monks in Europe and 
North America in 1978.

When the Soviet Union 
collapsed in 1991, he 
returned to his native 

country and served as 
spiritual director of the 
newly re-established Holy 
Spirit Seminary in Lviv.  
In 1994, he established 
a new Studite monastery 
near Ternopil, Ukraine.

The Synod of Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Bishops 
elected him Exarch of the 
Archiepiscopal Exarchy 
of Kyiv-Vyshhorod in 
1995. In 1996, the Synod 
elected him as auxiliary 
bishop with special 
administrative delegated 
authority to His 
Beatitude Myroslav Ivan 
Cardinal Lubachivsky, 

Major Archbishop of 
Lviv. Upon the death of 
Cardinal Lubachivsky 
on December 14, 
2000, Pope John Paul 
II named Bishop Husar 
apostolic administrator 
of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Archeparchy of 
Lviv.

In January of 2001, 
the Synod elected him 
Major Archbishop of the 
Church and Father and 
Head of the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church. 
The following month, he 
was named a cardinal 
by Pope John Paul II.

In 2001, Cardinal 
Husar along with the 
Catholic bishops, clergy 
and faithful of Ukraine 
welcomed Pope John 
Paul II on his first visit 
to a former Soviet 
Republic. His Beatitude 
also became the first 
Chancellor of the newly 
established Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic University 
in Lviv, Ukraine. Under 
his leadership in August 
21, 2005, the major 
archiepiscopal see of 
Kyiv-Halych was officially 
transferred to Kyiv, the 
capital city of Ukraine.

On 10 February 2011 
Pope Benedict XVI 

LUBOMYR CARDINAL HUSAR DIES AGED 84

announced that he has 
accepted the resignation 
of His Beatitude Lubomyr 
Cardinal Husar, father 
and head of the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church 
and major archbishop 
of Kyiv-Halych in 
accordance with 126 § 2 
of the Code of Canons 
of the Oriental Churches. 
Cardinal Husar remained 
active in ecclesial and 
social life of Ukraine.

Memory Eternal!

Adapted from the article 
on https://risu.org.ua/
en/ i nde x /a l l _ news/
catholics/ugcc/67155/

His Beatitude Cardinal Husar with his family 
in 1935

His Beatitude 
Cardinal Husar in 

1940 
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His Beatitude Cardinal Husar in 1954, College of St. Basil, Stamford.

On June 14, 1956 Lubomyr Husar was ordained to the subdiaconate.  Lubomyr, 
the son of Yaroslav and Rostislava (nee Demchuk), was born in Lviv on February 
26, 1933.  He started his studies at the gymnasium in 1943, but due to the 
events of the war his family fled from Ukraine to Austria.  There he continued 
his studies at a Ukrainian school.  In 1949 Lubomyr came to America and that 
autumn he entered St. Basil’s College in Stamford, Ct. where he finished his 
studies.  He graduated magnum cum laude (with great honors).  He studied 
theology at Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C. He resided at 
St. Josaphat’s Ukrainian Catholic seminary.  (“The Way”, June 3, 1956)
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Ordained a priest in 
Stamford

 

On March 30, 1958 Bishop Ambrose 
Senyshyn, Exarch of Stamford, ordained Rev. 
Deacon Lubomyr Husar to the Holy Priesthood 
at the Ukrainian Catholic Pro-Cathedral of 
St. Vladimir in Stamford, Ct. to serve God 
and the People of God.  He was ordained a 
subdeacon on June 14, 1956 and a deacon 
on June 10, 1957.  (“The Way”, March 12, 
1958)

“YOU ARE 
A PRIEST 
FOREVER”

On Sunday, March 30, 1958, 
in the Cathedral church of 
St. Vladimir in Stamford, 
Ct. His Excellency Bishop 
Ambrose Senyshyn, Exarch 
of Stamford, ordained to 
the priesthood Rev. Lubomyr 
Husar.  As pictured, we see 
Bishop Ambrose laying hands 
on the head of (ordaining) the 
candidate dispensing the Holy 
Mystery (Sacrament).  Photo:  
from the right, Rev. Emil 
Manastersky (in epitrakhil) 
and Rev. Peter Skrincosky, 
rector of the Minor Seminary 
in Stamford, and from the 
left Rev. Peter Fedorchuk, 
professor at the Stamford 
school.  (“The Way”, April 23, 
1958)
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His Beatitude 
Cardinal Husar in 

1960

His Beatitude Cardinal 
Husar Celebrates his 
first Divine Liturgy in 

1958 at St. George’s in 
New York  

Seminarians at St. Basil's College in Stamford, Conn, in 1960. The faculty 
seated (left to right) are: Father John Squiiler, Father Lubomyr Husar, 
(Former Major Archbishop of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church), 
Msgr. Nicholas Babak and Father Leo Mosko. (Photo submitted by 
Treasury of Faith Museum)
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His Beatitude 
Cardinal Husar in 

1974

His Beatitude Lubomyr and St. Nicholas Parish, Passaic, NJ

I recently visited my 
home parish, St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Passaic, New 
Jersey.  I spoke with Fr. 
Andriy Dudkevych, the 
pastor, about the passing 
into eternity of Cardinal 
M a j o r - A r c h b i s h o p 
Lubomyr Husar and 
what a remarkable 
person the Cardinal 
was and the wonderful, 
lasting impression the 
Hierarch had upon the 
parishioners.  Father 
Andriy commented:  “The 
Holy Spirit gave us the 
Holy Church and the 
Holy Church gave us His 
Beatitude Lubomyr.”
 
(continued on next page)

1984. POKROV
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His Beatitude Lubomyr and St. Nicholas Parish, Passaic, NJ

We went to the parish 
elementary school and 
spoke with Mrs. Lesya 
Peltyszyn, a parishioner 
of St. Nicholas Church 
and teacher at the 
parochial school.  Father 
Lubomyr Husar as 
Head (Ihumen) of the 
Studite Order would 
occasionally visit St. 
Nicholas Parish, which 
was staffed by the Studite 
Fathers from 1982-1992 
under the administration 
of Father Raphael 
Turkoniak and later 
Father Hlib Lonchyna. 

The parishioners would 
look forward to his 
visit and were honored 
by his presence and 
celebration of the Divine 
Liturgy. Lesya noted 
that when Ihumen 
Husar would give a 
sermon, the parishioners 
listened attentively and 
learned much.  She also 
remarked on how well 
he spoke Ukrainian and 
was easy to understand.
 
I myself recall first 
meeting Father Husar in 
Stamford, Connecticut.  

He was professor of the 
Ukrainian language at 
St. Basil’s College.  I was 
only in high school at 
the time, St. Basil’s Prep.  
Nonetheless, we would 
hear Father Husar speak 
Ukrainian in public and 
his enunciation was 
simply “phenomenal.”  I 
heard many a college 
seminarian speak of their 
Ukrainian professor as 
a great teacher, whom 
they liked and learned 
much and respected.

 

Upon completion of 
his assignment at 
the Seminary, Father 
Husar went to help His 
Beatitude Josyf Cardinal 
Slipyj who recently was 
released from Siberia 
and resided at St. 
Clement’s Ukrainian 
Catholic Sobor, just 
outside the Vatican City 
State.  With the blessings 
of Cardinal Slipyj, Father 
Husar “resurrected” 
the Studite Order and 
monasteries were formed 

(continued on next page)

REV. IHUMEN LUBOMYR HUSAR 
DURING PRAYER SERVICE
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both in Canada and the 
United States, namely 
Passaic, N. J. 

The Studite Fathers had 
done much to re-present 
the ancient Christian 
traditions of the East 
of which we are a part 
and are inheritors of this 
“treasure.”   Following a 
visit to the St. Nicholas 
parish by His Beatitude, 
Josyf Cardinal Slipyj, in 
September of 1976, a 
Studite monastery was 
established in Passaic 
who would assist the 
pastor, Rev. Walter 
Bilynsky, with the spiritual 
needs of the parish.  The 
Studite Brothers helped 
with the painting of icons 
that would adorn the 
new iconostasis installed 

His Beatitude Lubomyr and St. Nicholas Parish, Passaic, NJ

in 1979.  Decoration of 
the church interior had 
resulted in a genuine 
Byzantine (Eastern 
Catholic) atmosphere.  
Indeed, Ihumen Lubomyr 
Husar was instrumental in 
this endeavor becoming 
a reality.

I mourn the passing into 
eternity of His Beatitude 
Lubomyr, but also know 
that the good works done 
will not be forgotten, He 
will be remembered by 
me and many others as “ 
a priest who was looked 
up to and admired for 
his steadfastness and 
perseverance.”
  
Rev. D. George 
Worschak

BAPTISM OF ALEXA PATTI, 1992

Vestment worn by Cardinal Husar 
is on display at St. Nicholas Parish, 
Passaic, NJ (Photo: Rev. D. George 
Worschak

June 2017 - Rev. Andriy Dudkevych at 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Passaic, NJ, led a Panahyda for the soul of 
our beloved His Beatitude Lubomyr Husar.  
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His Beatitude Cardinal Husar at the funeral of the late 
Myroslav Ivan Cardinal Lubachivsky in December 2000 at 

St. George’s Cathedral, Lviv

Metropolitan-Archbishop emeritus Stephen Sulyk, Philadelphia,  bids farewell at the 
funeral of Myroslav Ivan Cardinal Lubachivsky 
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His Beatitude Cardinal Husar at the funeral of the late 
Myroslav Ivan Cardinal Lubachivsky in December 2000 at 

St. George’s Cathedral, Lviv
(continued from previous page)
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The Synod of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Lviv. In the center is the newly 
elected Major Archbishop, the Head and Father of the Ukrainian Catholic Church His 

Beatitude Cardinal Lubomyr.  January 25, 2001

The Synod of Bishops of the Ukrainian Catholic Church at the Basilian Monastery of the 
Holy Cross at Buchach, Ukraine on July 19, 2000.
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February 27, 2001-Participation of Patriarch Husar in the 
installation of Metropolitan Stefan Soroka as Metropolitan-

Archbishop of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia.

Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA
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February 27, 2001-Participation of Patriarch Husar in the 
installation of Metropolitan Stefan Soroka as Metropolitan-

Archbishop of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia.



His Beatitude Cardinal Husar introduces Metropolitan-
Archbishop emeritus Stephen Sulyk and Metropolitan-

Archbishop Stefan Soroka to Saint John Paul II during the 
Pope’s Pastoral Visit to Ukraine in June 2001
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Archbishop of Krakow: 
“His Beatitude was a 
guide and master on 
pilgrimage journeys of 
John Paul II in Ukraine” 

June 07,  2017

His Holiness John Paul II 
treated blessed memory 
Lubomyr with a great love 
and respect. It is said 
in condolence letter of 
Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz, 
Archbishop emeritus, 
Metropolitan of Krakow to 
Father and Head of UGCC 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav on 
occasion of the death of 
His Beatitude Lubomyr.

“Working together with 
His Holiness John Paul II 
I would like to testify with 
what love and respect 
Saint John Paul II treated 
His Beatitude Lubomyr. He 
knew about his efforts to 
restore Catholic Church in 
Ukraine and in the world, 
tried to assist him in this 
his trying. Simultaneously, 
it was a manifestation of 
respect from the side of 
John Paul II to Ukrainian 
people”, the archbishop 
wrote.

Adapted from the article 
on http://news.ugcc.ua/
en/news/archbishop_of_
krakow_his_beat i tude_
was_a_guide_and_master_
on_pilgrimage_journeys_
o f _ j o h n _ p a u l _ i i _ i n _
ukraine_79749.html



The UGCC Synod of 
Bishops took place from 
July 7-12, 2002 , for the 

first time in 
over 200 years in Kyiv.

Celebration of 
Pontifical Divine 
Liturgy in Kyiv; 

the Basilian 
Church for 

opening of the 
Synod

Bishop Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, is Crowned a Bishop by 
Patriarch Lubomyr on June 11, 2002 in Winnipeg, Canada
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Bishop Paul:

Apostolic 
Exarch for 

Ukrainians in 
Great Britain

2002—2006 

Ukrainian 
Catholic 

Eparchy of 
Stamford

2006–present



Meeting of Bishops with President of Ukraine Leonid Kuchma 
July 2002

His Beatitude Cardinal Husar at the laying of the 
cornerstone of the Patriarchal Sobor in Kyiv on 

October 27, 2002
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His Beatitude Cardinal Husar Visits America in November 2002

(continued on 
next page)
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ïîìî÷³ ñòàëîñü òî ÷óäî, ùî íàøà ð³äíà çåìëÿ

º â³ëüíà, ìàº ñâîþ äåðæàâó, ìàº ñâîþ

â³ëüíîä³þ÷ó Öåðêâó ³ â³ä òèõ âàøèõ áðàò³â ³

ñåñòåð, ùî òàì íà ð³äíèõ çåìëÿõ, ÿ õî÷ó

ïðèíåñòè âàì ³ ïåðåäàòè íàéñåðäå÷í³øèé

ïðèâ³ò.

Some of you have visited Ukraine, some

of you have heard about it from your parents,

grandparents or may be even great grandparents.

Today thanks to the miracle of God we are a free

country, where the Church can freely develop

and I am so happy  to be able to bring to you

greetings from your brothers and sisters in

Ukraine.

Íàø³ ïîñåëåííÿ ìàþòü âæå ñâîþ

³ñòîð³þ. Öå âæå ÷åòâåðòèé ðàç, ùî ç Óêðà¿íè â

ð³çí³ êðà¿íè ñâ³òó, âêëþ÷àþ÷è Ñïîëó÷åí³

Øòàòè, ïðèõîäÿòü âèõîäö³. Ïðè ê³íö³ Õ²Õ

ñòîë³òòÿ, ï³ñëÿ ² Ñâ³òîâî¿ â³éíè, ï³ñëÿ ²² Ñâ³òîâî¿

â³éíè ³ òåïåð çíîâó îñòàíí³ìè ðîêàìè ùå îäíà

íîâà õâèëÿ âèõîäö³â ç Óêðà¿íè. Ð³çí³ ïðè÷èíè

ñïîíóêóâàëè íàñ âèõîäèòè, ïîêèäàòè ð³äíó

çåìëþ, øóêàòè ùàñòÿ ïîçà ¿¿ ìåæàìè. Àëå

ìîæíà ñïîê³éíî ñêàçàòè, ùî ÿê³ áè íå áóëè

ïðè÷èíè, ÿê³ íàñ çàñòàâëÿëè, ùîáè ìè ³øëè â

÷óæèíó, ìè éøëè â ÷óæèíó ç ïîðîæí³ìè

ðóêàìè, ìè í³÷îãî íå ìàëè ç ñîáîþ, íàø³ ðóêè,

íàø³ êèøåí³ áóëè ïîðîæí³. ² ìè íàä³ÿëèñÿ, ùî

â òèõ êðà¿íàõ íàøèõ ïîñåëåíü, à ãîëîâíî òóò,

ó Ñïîëó÷åíèõ Øòàòàõ, ùî ìè áóäåìî ìîãòè

çàðîáèòè ñîá³ ÿêåñü íîðìàëüíå æèòòÿ, ÿêèéñü

äîáðîáóò. Òåæ ö³ëêîì ïðèðîäíà ð³÷. Áàãàòî

íàðîä³â çíàõîäèëîñÿ â ïîä³áíèõ ñèòóàö³ÿõ, ìè

æ æèâåìî òóò ó ö³é êðà¿íà ñåðåä ïðåäñòàâíèê³â

áàãàòüîõ ð³çíèõ íàðîä³â ç ð³çíèõ êîíòèíåíò³â,

ÿê³ òàê ñàìî, ÿê ³ ìè, ïðèéøëè ñþäè øóêàþ÷è

ÿêîãîñü äîáðîáóòó. ² öå, íàïåâíî, ñàìî â ñîá³

íå º çëå, øóêàòè ÿêèõñü çåìñüêèõ ä³áð, ùîáè

çàáåçïå÷èòè ñîá³ íîðìàëüíå, ã³äíå ëþäèíè

³ñíóâàííÿ. Àëå õî÷à ìè ïðèõîäèëè ç

ïîðîæí³ìè ðóêàìè, ìè ïðèíîñèëè ç ñîáîþ

ñêàðá – íå â ðóêàõ, à â ñåðöÿõ. Ìè ïðèíåñëè ç

ñîáîþ ñêàðá â³ðè â Áîãà, ñêàðá, ÿêèé íàì

ïåðåäàëè íàø³ áàòüêè, íàâ³òü êîëè âîíè ñàì³,

ìîæå, í³÷îãî, í³ÿêîãî çåìñüêîãî äîáðà íå ìàëè.

Ìè ïðèíåñëè öå ç ñîáîþ. ² öåé ñêàðá, îöÿ â³ðà

â Áîãà íàñ ñïàñëà, ñïàñàëà ³ ñïàñàº. Áî ÿê ìè

÷óëè â ñüîãîäí³øíüîìó ªâàíãåë³¿, ò³ëüêè òîé

ñïðàâä³ ùîñü ìàº, ÿêùî â³í áàãàò³º ó Ãîñïîäà.

Ìàòè çåìñüê³ äîáðà ñàì³ â ñîá³ öå ùå íå º âñå.

² ìè çíàºìî ç ã³ðêîãî äîñâ³äó íàøîãî ïîñåëåííÿ

íàâ³òü òóò ó Ñïîëó÷åíèõ Øòàòàõ, ùî áàãàòî

ëþäåé ïðè¿õàëè, ùîá äîðîáèòèñü ³ çàãóáèëèñÿ

ïðîïàëè. Ïðîïàëè íå ò³ëüêè äëÿ íàøîãî íàðîäó

³ íàøî¿ Öåðêâè, ïðîïàëè ñàì³ äëÿ ñåáå,

çãóáèëèñÿ, çàëîìèëèñÿ, ïðîïàëè. Ò³, õòî

Ïðîïîâiäü Áëàæåííiøîãî Êàðäèíàëà

(Ïðîäîâæåííÿ ³ç ñò. 1)
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çáåð³ãñÿ, òî áóëè ò³, ùî õîò³ëè áàãàò³òè ó

Ãîñïîä³, öå ò³ íàø³ ï³îíåðè, ÿê³ ïåðøå

áóäóâàëè öåðêâè, à òîä³ ùîéíî äîìè äëÿ

ñåáå. Àáî, ÿêùî âæå ìàëè ÿêèéñü äîìèê,

òî éîãî çàñòàâëÿëè, ùîá ïîçè÷èòè ãðîø³

íà áóäîâó öåðêâè. Öå âîíè äàëè ãàðíèé

ïî÷àòîê íàøîìó ïîñåëåííþ òóò. ßêùî

ìè ñüîãîäí³ çàëèøèëèñü â³ðíèìè íàø³é

Öåðêâ³, íàøîìó íàðîäîâ³, íàøîìó

ïîõîäæåííþ, êîëè ìè ñüîãîäí³ ìîæåìî

óâàæàòè ñåáå ö³ííèìè ãðîìàäÿíàìè,

òâîð÷èìè ãðîìàäÿíàìè ö³º¿ ãîñòèííî¿

àìåðèêàíñüêî¿ çåìë³, òî âëàñíå çàâäÿêè

¿ì: íàøèì ïðåäêàì, ä³äóñÿì, áàáóñÿì,

áàòüêàì, ìàòåðÿì. ² ìè ïîâèíí³ áóòè ¿ì çà

öå äóæå âäÿ÷í³, ùî ìè íå çãóáèëèñü, ùî

ìè íå ïðîïàëè.

Generations of Ukrainians have been

looking for a better fortune in various parts

of the world, including the United States.

We came here in different moments, in

different waves, one could say, for different

reasons did we come here, but primarily to

find a better life. One thing that characterized

all these waves that kept coming to the

friendly shores of the United States, we had

this in common - that we all came with

empty hands and empty pockets. My own

family in 1949 came here with four suitcases

- one suitcase for each member of the family

- and that was it. There have been others

who had even less. We all came carrying

nothing in our hands really. But that does

not mean that we did not have anything. If it

was at the end of XIX century or in the

middle of the XX century or even now, we

brought with us a treasure handed on to us by

our parents and grandparents at home and we

brought it with us here and that was our faith

in God. And this faith kept us, kept us as

human beings, kept us, kept our families

intact, kept us close to our communities,

helped us live in our own Church, helped us

not to forget where we came from - and I

think it ought to help us also to share with

others the treasure which we have received.

We have heard in today’s Gospel that a person

may have huge possessions, but have really

nothing if he does not get rich in the Lord.

The person who simply came, or comes here

to the United States or to any other country

having only one thought in mind – to get rich,

no matter what and how, ultimately, he is a

loser if he does not have in his heart faith in

God, if he does not get rich in the Lord.

We ought to be very, very grateful to

our parents, grandparents, great-grandparents,

who left us this treasure. This is what makes

us to be someone. This is what makes us very

valuable citizens of the country, where we

ourselves or our fathers or grandfathers have

come to look for a better life. It is our duty not

to close in on ourselves, not to think only how

could we spend what we have earned, to have

a good life. We ought to remember that if we

grow rich in the Lord that means we are

willing to share and, what I would ask you is,

(Continued on page 10)
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not to think primarily that sharing is giving money

to others. Sharing in our days primarily is helping

others to live their faith or to revive the faith they

had had, or to acquire it if they have never had it.

We may have a lot of money, we can do a lot of

good with it, but the best we can do, whether we do

have a lot of money or not, is to help others believe

in God.

We are here assembled in a Church, a

beautiful church, one of the many, many churches

build by those generations, who were before us.

We are here today not by an accident. We are not

here simply to be together. We are here before the

Lord to thank Him that we believe and, I think, we

ought to also today recognize what God has done

for us - his mercy to us through our parents,

through our ancestors; that in the deep sense of

gratitude we wish to dedicate ourselves to help

others. We are one Church whether in Ukraine or

in the United States, in Argentina, in Australia – we

are one. And wherever we are, once we believe in

God, it is our duty to help others. This is a duty we

have in Ukraine, because almost half of the

population in Ukraine does not belong to any

Church and, very likely, do not have belief in God

at all. They are not necessarily enemies of God or

the Church; they simply maybe have not been yet

properly approached.  And this is our duty in

Ukraine - to help those, who for some reasons, are

far from God and far from the Church to come

close to God. But it is also your duty – you who live

here in United States, you who enjoy complete

freedom and a great measure of well being, to

share your faith with others, with those of our

own community who may be blinded by earthly

goods or with others, who for some reason or

other are very far from God. In this sense our

Church will be a living reality, not simply

something that was brought from old country and,

well, we have to be there because we came from

there. No. Our Church in Ukraine and outside of

Ukraine, wherever we believing people are, must

be a living Church, one that means willing, feeling

an inner compulsion to help others to believe.

Äîðîã³ â Õðèñò³, ìè íå ìîæåìî îòîé

ñêàðá, ÿêèé íàì ïåðåäàëè íàø³ áàòüêè, ÷è âñ³

ïîïåðåäí³ ïîêîë³ííÿ, íå ìîæåìî öåé ñêàðá

ñõîâàòè ò³ëüêè äëÿ ñåáå. ßêùî ìè õî÷åìî áóòè

òîþ Öåðêâîþ, ñïðàâæíüîþ Öåðêâîþ, â³ëüíîþ

Öåðêâîþ, æèâó÷îþ Öåðêâîþ, Áîãîâ³ ìèëîþ

Öåðêâîþ ³ ãðîìàäîþ, òî îòå äîáðî, ÿêå ìè

ïðèíåñëè ñþäè ç ð³äíî¿ çåìë³, ÿêå íàì íà äîðîãó

äàëè áàòüêè ÷è äèäóñ³, ÿê³ íå ìàëè í³÷îãî ³íøîãî

çåìñüêîãî íàì äàòè, àëå äàëè íàì íà äîðîãó

æèòòÿ ³ íà äàëåêó äîðîãó çà îêåàí â³ðó â Áîãà,

ìè ìóñèìî ñòàðàòèñÿ  ùîáè òèì ñêàðáîì, òèì

äàðîì ïîä³ëèòèñÿ – áóäü-òî â Óêðà¿í³, äå ìè

ìàºìî ñâî¿ îñîáëèâ³ îáñòàâèíè, áóäü-òî â

(Continued from page 9)
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Ñïîëó÷åíèõ Øòàòàõ, ÷è íà áóäü-ÿêîìó ³íøîìó ïîñåëåíí³. Ìè õî÷åìî,

ùîá íàøà Öåðêâà áóëà æèâà, ùîáè ìè ïîñëóæèëè ëþäÿì, ïåðø óñüîãî

÷ëåíàì íàøîãî ð³äíîãî íàðîäó, ÷ëåíàì, ÿê³ ïîõîäÿòü ç íàøèõ ð³äíèõ

çåìåëü, àëå òàêîæ ³ ³íøèì ëþäÿì. Ìè ïîâèíí³ áóòè ãîòîâ³ äîïîìîãòè,

áî â òîé ñïîñ³á ìè ïîêàæåìî, íå ò³ëüêè, ùî ìè âì³ºìî çáåð³ãàòè

ïðåö³íí³ ñêàðáè, àëå ùî ìè º ëþäè ñâ³äîì³ ¿õ âàðòîñò³, ùî ìè º ëþäè

çð³ë³ ó ñâî¿é â³ð³, ùî ìè º Öåðêâà, ÿêà ìàº ïîâíå ïðàâî æèòè ïîá³÷ âñ³õ

³íøèõ ïîì³ñíèõ Öåðêîâ, áî âîíà äóìàº íå ò³ëüêè ïðî ñåáå, âîíà äóìàº

ïðî ëþäåé âçàãàë³.

ß õîò³â áè, äîðîã³ â Õðèñò³, ùîáè ìè ïåðåéíÿëèñü ïî÷óòòÿì

âäÿ÷íîñò³ âñ³ì òèì, õòî íàì ñêàðá â³ðè ïåðåäàâ, õòî íàì éîãî äëÿ íàñ

çáåð³ã, ³ ùîá ìè ïåðåä Ãîñïîäîì ïîñòàíîâèëè ñîá³, ùî áóäåìî áàãàò³òè,

íå áóäåìî ë³íèâ³, íå áóäåìî ç çàëîæåíèìè ðóêàìè ñèä³òè ³ í³÷îãî íå

ðîáèòè, ùî áóäåìî ïðàöþâàòè, áóäåìî ñòàðàòèñÿ áàãàò³òè êð³ïøàòè,

àëå ó Ãîñïîä³. Ùîáè â òîìó äóñ³ îòîãî ðåë³ã³éíîãî â³äðîäæåííÿ, ÿêå ìè

ïåðåæèâàºìî ñüîãîäí³ â Óêðà¿í³, ³ â ÿêîìó âè òàêîæ â ÿêèéñü ñïîñ³á

áåðåòå ó÷àñòü, ùîáè ìè ñïðàâä³ ìîãëè ç ïîâíîþ ñâ³äîì³ñòþ, ç ïîâíèì

ïî÷óòòÿì â³äïîâ³äàëüíîñò³, ³ ç ïîâíèì çàäîâîëåííÿì ñêàçàòè, ùî ìè

Áîãîâ³ äÿêóºìî çà éîãî äàðè, ùî ìè ãëèáîêî øàíóºìî íàø³ ïîïåðåäí³

ïîêîë³ííÿ ³ ùî ìè ãîòîâ³ ñàì³ ïðàöþâàòè ³ îòèì ìîëîäèì ä³òÿì, ÿê³ òàê

ãàðíî ñüîãîäí³ ïðîÿâèëè ñåáå, ìè ãîòîâ³ ¿ì ïåðåäàòè äàð, ïîíàä ÿêîãî

íåìà á³ëüøîãî äàðó - äàð ñâÿòî¿ â³ðè â Áîãà.

Ñëàâà ²ñóñó Õðèñòó!
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12                      The WAY                                    December 8, 2002

1. (from left, counter-clockwise) Metropolitan-Archbishop Basil Schotte of Pittsburgh, His
Beatitude Lubomyr Cardinal Husar, Bishop Walter Paska, Bishop Andrew Pataki, Rev. Taras
Lonchyna, Archbishop Stefan Soroka, Rev. Msgr. Peter Waslo, and Rev. Nestor Iwasiw
celebrate Metropolitan Stefan Soroka’s 51st birthday on November 13th while in Washington,
D.C.
1. (Çë³âà ïðîòè ãîäèííèêîâî¿ ñòð³ëêè) Ìèòðîïîëèò-Àðõèºïèñêîï Âàñèëü Øàò ç Ï³òñáóðãó,

¯õ Áëàæåíñòâî Ëþáîìèð Êàðäèíàë Ãóçàð, ºïèñêîï Âîëîäèìèð Ïàñêà, ºïèñêîï Àíäð³é

Ïàòàê³, Ïðåïîäîáíèé Òàðàñ Ëîí÷èíà, Ìèòðîíîëèò-Àðõèºïèñêîï Ñòåôàí Ñîðîêà,

Ïðåïîäîáíèé øàìáåëÿí Ïåòðî Âàñëî ³  Ïðåïîäîáíèé Íåñòîð ²âàñ³â íà ñâÿòêóâàíí³ 51-ð³÷÷ÿ

ç äíÿ íàðîäæåííÿ  Ìèòðîïîëèòà Ñòåôàíà Ñîðîêè, 13 ëèñòîïàäà ó Âàø³íãòîí³, ÄÑ!.

2.  Áëàæåíí³øèé â³äïðàâëÿº Áîæåñòâåííó ë³òóðã³þ ç ïðàö³âíèêàìè ³ ñåì³íàðèñòàìè Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Êàòîëèöüêî¿ Ñåì³íàð³¿ Ñâ. Éîñàôàòà ó Âàø³íãòîí³.

CARDINAL HUSAR’S

TRAVELS IN THE

ARCHEPARCHY

ÏÎÄÎÐÎÆ

ÊÀÐÄÈÍÀËÀ ÃÓÇÀÐÀ

ÏÎ ÀÐÕÈªÏÀÐÕĪ

3. Our Major Archbishop enjoyed breakfast and a visit to St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary while in Washington, D.C.
3. Âåðõîâíèé Àðõèºïèñêîï íà ñí³äàíêó ï³ä ÷àñ â³çèòó äî Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Êàòîëèöüêî¿ Ñåì³íàð³¿ Ñâ. Éîñàôàòà ó Âàø³íãòîí³.

2.  His Beatitude celebrated the Divine Liturgy with the staff and seminarians of St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary in Washington D. C.

1

2

3
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4. His Beatitude met with various people of the State Department who are responsible for affairs and relations with Ukraine.  Second on the left is Mr. Michael Sawkiw, Jr. of the
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America.
4. Áëàæåíí³øèé çóñòð³÷àºòüñÿ ç ïðåäñòàâíèêàìè Äåðæàâíîãî Äåïàðòàìåíòó, â³äïîâ³äàëüíèìè çà ä³ëîâ³ ñòîñóíêè ³ âçàºìîâ³äíîñèíè ç Óêðà¿íîþ. Äðóãèé çë³âà ïàí Ìèõàéëî

Ñàâê³â, ç Óêðà¿íñüêîãî Êîíãðåñîâîãî Êîì³òåòó Àìåðèêè.

5. His Beatitude visited with Ukrainian Ambassador
to the United States of America, His Excellency
Ambassador Kostyantyn Gryshchenko at the
Ukrainian Embassy in Washington, D.C.
5. ¯õ Áëàæåíñòâî â³äâ³äàëè óêðà¿íñüêîãî ïîñëà â

Ñïîëó÷åíèõ Øòàòàõ Àìåðèêè. Ïàí ïîñîë

Êîíñòÿíòèí Ãðèùåíêî â ïîñîëüñòâ³ Óêðà¿íè ó

Âàø³íãòîí³.

6. Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM, Provincial
Superior of the Sisters of St. Basil the Great welcomes
the Major Archbishop with the traditional Ukrainian
greeting of bread and salt at Fox Chase on Thursday,
November 14th.
6. Ñåñòðà Äîðîòåÿ Àííà Áóñîâñê³, ‘ÑÂÂ,

Ïðîâ³íö³Oëüíà Ñåñòåð Âàñèë³ÿíîê çà óêðà¿íñüêîþ

òðàäèö³ºþ â³òàº Âåðõîâíîãî Àðõèºïèñêîïà õë³áîì

³ ñ³ëëþ ï³ä ÷àñ éîãî â³äâ³äèí ìîíàñòèðÿ íà Ôàêñ

×åéñ â ÷åòâåð 14 ëèñòîïàäà.

7. Sisters of St. Basil the Great greet His Beatitude at
their monastery at Fox Chase.
7. Ñåñòðè Ñâÿòîãî Âàñèë³ÿ Âåëèêîãî â³òàþòü

Áëàæåíí³øîãî â ìîíàñòèð³ íà Ôàêñ ×åéñ.

8. His Beatitude celebrated the Divine Liturgy and
enjoyed breakfast at the bishops’ residence with the
Missionary Sisters of Mother of God and Sisters
Servants of Mary Immaculate.
8. Áëàæåíí³øèé â³äïðàâëÿº Áîæåñòâåííó ë³òóðã³þ

³ ìàº ñí³äàíîê â ºïèñêîïñüê³é ð³çèäåíö³¿ ç

Ñåñòðàìè-Ì³ñ³îíàðêàìè Ïîêðîâà Áîæî¿ Ìàòåð³ é

Ñåñòðàìè Ñëóæåáíèöÿìè Íåïîðî÷íî¿ Ä³âè Ìàð³¿.

9. Members of the Executive Board of the Providence Association of America present a donation for the Kyiv
Sobor to the Major Archbishop.
9. ×ëåíè Åêçåêóòèâè Ñîþçó Óêðà¿íö³â Êàòîëèê³â  Àìåðèêè “Ïðîâèä³ííÿ” ïåðåäàþòü Âåðõîâíîìó

Àðõèºïèñêîïîâ³ ïîæåðòâó íà áóä³âíèöòâî Ñîáîðó â Êèºâ³.

10. His Beatitude enjoyed a formal luncheon with the clergy and seminarians of the Archeparchy following a
celebration of the Akathist to the Blessed Mother in Immaculate Conception Cathedral.  A two-hour dialogue
with the Major Archbishop followed the luncheon, and was held in the Archieparchial Museum Reception
Room.
10. Áëàæåíí³øèé íà îá³ä³ ç äóõîâåíñòâîì ³ ñåì³íàðèñòàìè Àðõèºïàðõ³¿, ÿêèé â³äáóâñÿ ï³ñëÿ â³äïðàâè

Àêàô³ñòà äî Áîãîðîäèö³  â Êàòåäð³ Íåïîðî÷íîãî Çà÷àòòÿ. Ïî îá³ä³ â ïðèéìàëüí³ Àðõèºïàðõ³àëüíîãî Ìóçåþ

â³äáóëàñÿ äâîãîäèííà ðîçìîâà ç Âåðõîâíèì Àðõèºïèñêîïîì.

4

6

5

7

8

9



JUNE 25, 2017  24

His Beatitude Cardinal Husar Visits America in November 2002



Sr. Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM, greets Cardinal Husar in Fox Chase Manor, PA

Cardinal Lubomyr Husar’s Visit to the Sisters of the Order of 
St. Basil the Great, Fox Chase Motherhouse on 

November 19, 2002

Sr. Lydia Anna Sawka, OSBM, Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan Soroka, Cardinal Lubomyr 
Husar, Bishop Walter Paska and Sr. M. Nadia 

Barusewych, OSBM

Cardinal Husar prays in the Chapel
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Cardinal Husar crowns the New Bishop Richard 
with his mitre

The Priest Richard is presented to 
Cardinal Husar for ordination

Scenes from the Ordination and Enthronement of Bishop 
Richard Seminack as Chief Shepherd of St. Nicholas Eparchy, 

Chicago - June 4, 2003

Bishop
Richard 

Seminack
Eparch 
of Saint 

Nicholas of 
Chicago

In office
June 4, 2003 
– August 16, 

2016
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Cardinal Husar attends 50th Annual Holy Dormition 
Pilgrimage at the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate, 

Sloatsburg, NY, in August 2004

Sister Michele Yakymovitch, SSMI, greets 
Cardinal Husar in Sloatsburg, NY
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Solemn Rededication of the Seminary - September 2004

Washington, DC - 
History was made as 
His Beatitude, Lubomyr 
Cardinal Husar, Patriarch 
of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church joined 
nearly 175 of his brother 
bishops, priests, and 
deacons for a four day 
conference to celebrate 
the rededication of St. 
Josaphat Ukrainian 
Catholic Seminary.

To commemorate this 
new beginning for the 
seminary, Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka had called a 
special clergy conference 

with Ukrainian Catholic 
priests from around 
the United States to 
be held in Washington 
from September 27 to 
September 30, 2004.  
The main event for the 
conference was the 
rededication ceremony 
celebrated by Cardinal 
Lubomyr Husar and 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Bishops of the United 
States on September 
29th.  This coming 
together of the American 
Metropolia was a historic 
event in that it was the 
first time the bishops, 
priests, and deacons of 

our four eparchies had 
joined together in a very 
long time.

On Tuesday, 
September 28, His 
Beatitude, Cardinal 
Husar, addressed the 
convocation of clergy 
and challenged them to 
go forward with a new 
energy for evangelization 
for our Church and for 
the people of the United 
States.  He highlighted 
the necessity of our 
church being able to 
minister to the people in 
English and Ukrainian.

Cardinal Husar proposed 
that one concrete way of 
reaching the people with 
the Christian message is 
through preaching the 
words of Jesus Christ 
as found in the sacred 
scriptures.  Effective and 
authentic evangelization 
can only be accomplished 
through a well-prepared 
and thoughtful reflection 
upon the gospel and 
its relation to human 
life.  The preaching 
of the Word of God 
entails the incorporation 

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

of the priests’ personal 
experience and insight 
into the meaning of 
divine revelation.

On Wednesday, 
Cardinal Husar was the 
principal celebrant of the 
rededication ceremony, 
with Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka, Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia; Bishop 
Basil Losten, Ukrainian 
Catholic Eparchy of 
Stamford; Bishop Robert 
Moskal, Ukrainian 
Catholic Eparchy 
of St. Josaphat in 
Parma; Bishop Richard 
Seminack, Ukrainian 

Solemn Rededication of the Seminary - September 2004

Catholic Eparchy of St. 
Nicholas, Chicago, and 
Bishop-emeritus Michael 
Kuchmiak, Exarchate 
of Great Britain and 
former auxiliary bishop 
of Philadelphia.

After the rededication 
ceremony, a hierarchical 
Divine Liturgy was 
concelebrated by the 
Patriarch, bishops, and 
priests at the Ukrainian 
Catholic National Shrine 
of the Holy Family, 
adjacent to the seminary.

Cardinal Husar blesses St. Josaphat Ukrainian 
Catholic Seminary, Washington, DC during the 

rededication ceremony.
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Solemn Rededication of the Seminary - September 2004
(continued from previous page)

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy on Wednesday, September 29, 2004 at Ukrainian Catholic 
National Shrine of the Holy Family, Washington, DC



Visit of His Beatitude Lubomyr Cardinal Husar to 
St. Josaphat’s Church in Trenton, NJ - April 20, 2005
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On April 20, 2005, our 
church, preparing for 
the Holy and Glorious 
Feast of the Resurrection 
of Our Lord, celebrated 
the great holy day of the 
Entrance of Our Lord 
into Jerusalem (Palm or 
“Flowery” Sunday). For 
the parish of St. Josaphat 
the Priest-Martyr in 
Trenton, New Jersey, 
this day is uniquely 
memorable, for they 
greeted the Head of our 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, His Beatitude 
Lubomyr Cardinal 
Husar. Just prior to the 
Liturgy, children dressed 
in native attire greeted 
His Beatitude with the 
traditional bread and salt 
and with poetic good 
wishes. His Beatitude 
Lubomyr expressed his 
sincere gratitude and 
asked all to pray together 
the Divine Liturgy.

During the sermon, the 
Head of our Church 
reminded those present 
about the great value 
(treasure) we all possess, 
namely -- Our Church. 
His Beatitude thanked all 
who work so hard for the 
good of the Church and 
Her growth. There was 

(continued on next page)
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Visit of His Beatitude Lubomyr Cardinal Husar to 
St. Josaphat’s Church in Trenton, NJ - April 20, 2005

also a special appeal 
to the youth, calling and 
encouraging them to 
work within the parish 
and also to preserve our 
Sacred Tradition – both 
spiritual and national.

At the conclusion of the 
Divine Liturgy, Father 
Roman Pitula expressed 
his gratitude to God for 
having blessed the parish 
with the presence of such 
an honored guest, and 
personally thanked His 
Beatitude for his visit and 
wished him health and 
many happy and blessed 
years. The Parish Choir 
had most beautifully sung 
this Prayer. Following 

the Divine Liturgy, His 
Beatitude Lubomyr 
blessed pussy willows, 
which was distributed 
to those present. Then 
all were invited to the 
parish hall for a delicious 
lunch, which was 
prepared by the Parish 
Sisterhood. During the 
luncheon, people had 
the opportunity to get 
better acquainted with 
His Beatitude, expressing 
their joy and gratitude.

This Holy Day has 
passed. The visit of the 
Head of our Church 
has ended, but all of us 
have a memory of that 
day to last a lifetime. In 
our hearts remain all the 

memorable moments of 
His Beatitude’s presence 
and of his warm and 
loving desire that the 
“seed” take root in our 

hearts and bear fruit a 
“hundredfold.” 

Rev. Roman Pitula

Synod of Bishops 2005
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Bishop John Bura was Ordained a Bishop At Our Cathedral 
on Tuesday, February 21, 2006

His Beatitude Major Archbishop Lubomyr Cardinal Husar presents the miter 
to the newly ordained Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia, John Bura.

His Grace
John Bura

Auxiliary Bishop of 
Philadelphia

In office February 
21, 2006 - present

Other posts: 
Apostolic Administrator 
of the Eparchy of Saint 
Josaphat in Parma 
(2009-2014)
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His Beatitude Cardinal Husar participates in the Synod 
of Ukrainian Catholic Bishops held in Philadelphia in 

September 2007

Under the leadership 
of His Beatitude 
Cardinal Lubomyr 
Husar, the first synod 
of Ukrainian Catholic 
bishops held in the 
western hemisphere, was 
hosted by the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia in 2007. 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka 
coordinated the meeting 
of Ukrainian Catholic 
hierarchs.

The synod convened 
Wednesday, September 
26. The meeting of 
bishops and clergy, led 
by Cardinal Lubomyr 
Husar, major archbishop 
of Kiev-Halych, was held 
at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Czestochowa, 
Doylestown, Pa. until 
Oct. 6. The prelates 
focused on topics such 
as evangelization, 
priestly formation and 
youth ministry.

The opening day was 
spent in prayer on retreat, 
and was followed by 
several days of meetings 
and deliberation.

On Sunday, September 

Opening of the Synod - September 27, 2007

His Beatitude Lubomyr Cardinal Husar during the Divine Liturgy for 
the Opening of the Synod - September 27, 2007
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30, 2007, the Hierarchical 
Divine Liturgy was 
celebrated in the 
golden-domed Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception 
in Philadelphia. Sir Knight 
Carl Anderson, Supreme 
Knight of the Knights of 

Columbus, attended the 
Divine Liturgy which was 
televised over the EWTN 
network.

The busy schedule for 
the bishops also included 
a trip to Washington, 
D.C., where an honorary 

doctorate from The 
Catholic University of 
America was conferred 
upon Cardinal Husar.

The attendees while in 
Washington, D.C. also 
visited the John Paul 
II Cultural Center, the 

Opening of the Synod - September 27, 2007

Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception, and 
celebrated the Divine 
Liturgy at the Ukrainian 
Catholic National Shrine 
of the Holy Family.

His Beatitude Cardinal Husar participates in the Synod 
of Ukrainian Catholic Bishops held in Philadelphia in 

September 2007

September 30, 2007

Supreme Grand Knight 
Carl Anderson, Michael 
O’Connor (Knights of 

Columbus Pennsylvania state 
deputy), Cardinal Husar, and 

Metropolitan Stefan



Recessional on September 30, 2007

Opening of the Synod.  Entire Synod of the Ukrainian Catholic Bishops gather for the 
Pontifical Divine Liturgy on September 27, 2007 at the Cathedral, Philadelphia.
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Cardinal Husar is pictured 
with Rev. Ivan Turyk (left) 

and then Rev. Bohdan 
Danylo (right), now Bishop of 

Parma.
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Closing of the Synod of Bishops on October 5, 2007, 
Washington, DC
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Synod of Bishops 2008

Synod of Bishops 2009



BISHOP BENEDICT ALEKSIYCHUK - 
NEW BISHOP OF UGCC ORDAINED IN LVIV - 2010

6 September 2010

Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk 
was ordained on September 
5, 2010 in the Cathedral of St. 
Yur in Lviv at a Liturgy in the 
presence of Patriarch Lubomyr, 
members of the Synod of 
Bishops of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church, the clergy 
and faithful. The bishop's 
ordination was administered 
by Archbishop Ihor (Vozniak) 
of Lviv. On September 4 the 
bishop was nominated.

Adapted from an article 
on https://risu.org.ua/en/
index/al l_news/cathol ics/
ugcc/37790/

2017: The Holy Father has appointed as bishop of the 
Eparchy of Saint Nicholas in Chicago for the Ukrainians 

(United States of America) His Grace Benedict 
(Aleksiychuk, M.S.U.), transferring him from the titular 
see of Germaniciana and the office of auxiliary of the 

archieparchy of Lviv of the Ukrainians.Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk 
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Patriarch Lubomyr Husar resigns - 2011

10 February 2011

On Thursday, February 10, 2011, the Vatican announced that Pope Benedict XVI, according to the 
prescriptions of canon 126 § 2 of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, accepted the resignation of 
the head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church Major Archbishop of Kyiv-Halych His Beatitude Patriarch 
Lubomyr Husar.

Patriarch Lubomyr personally asked for the decision. He leaves his office voluntarily. 

The Vatican also reported that the Reverend Ihor Voznyak, CSSR, the Archbishop of Lviv, will be the 
administrator of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church. His duty is, among other things, to convene the 
Synod of Bishops of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church to elect a new major archbishop, informs Radio 
Vaticana.

http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/catholics/ugcc/40621/

His Beatitude Sviatoslav enthroned as
the new head of the UGCC - 2011

On Sunday of the Veneration of the Holy Cross, 27 March, the new head of the UGCC, Major Archbishop 
of Kyiv-Halych, His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk was enthroned.

UGCC Information Department
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His Beatitude Sviatoslav enthroned as
the new head of the UGCC - 2011
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THE ORDER OF FUNERAL LITURGIES IN MEMORY OF 
HIS BEATITUDE LUBOMYR

1 June 2017

Here is my request to you – pray and work.
 + Lubomyr

Thursday, June 1
Around 19.00 – Arrival of funeral procession at the 
Archbishop's Cathedral of St. George in Lviv

Friday, June 2
10.00 – Commemorative  Hierarchical Liturgy at St. 
George Cathedral

Saturday, June 3
9.00 – Commemorative Hierarchical Liturgy (leads 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav)
Funeral procession in the streets of Lviv. Requiem.

Departure of the funeral to Kyiv

Sunday, June 4, Feast of Pentecost
Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ, 
Kyiv, Mykilsko-Slobidska St, 5.
Placing the body of the deceased in the Patriarchal 
Cathedral
7.30 – Hierarchical Liturgy
9.00 – Hierarchical Liturgy
11.00 – Hierarchical Liturgy. Vespers with the 
kneeling prayers.
18.00 – The Ritual of Hierarchical Funeral

Monday, June 5
11.00 – Commemorative Hierarchical Liturgy

https://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/catholics/
ugcc/67165/

LVIV BIDS FAREWELL TO PATRIARCH LUBOMYR

1 June 2017

Today, on June 1 in 
the evening the coffin 
with Patriarch Lubomyr’s 
body was brought to St 
George’s Cathedral of 
Lviv. Hundreds of Lviv 
residents came to meet 
the funeral procession. 
People prayed, many of 
them did not hide their 
emotions. Clergymen 
brought the coffin to the 
cathedral in their hands, 
where it will stay for 
three days.
 
Many of Lviv residents, 
who came to the 

(continued on next page)
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Cathedral, had known 
personally the Patriarch, 
had talked to him and 
received his spiritual 
guidance, advice. After 
returning from abroad 
Lubomyr (Husar) stayed 
in Ukraine more than 20 
years. Here he was born. 
In Lviv, on January 26, 
2001, he ascended to the 
throne of the Archbishop 
of Kyiv and Galicia and 

LVIV BIDS FAREWELL TO PATRIARCH LUBOMYR

led the UGCC.
 
The residents and 
visitors of Lviv will have 
an opportunity to come 
and pay tribute to the 
deceased for two days 
– on Friday, June 2 and 
Saturday 3 June. During 
this period, St. George 
Cathedral will be open 
day and night.
 
In addition, on Friday 

at 10 am the funeral 
Divine Liturgy will be 
celebrated. The next day, 
after the Hierarchical 
Divine Service, which 
will begin at 9 am, a 
mourning procession will 
follow the streets of the 
city, ending at the church 
of St. Archangel Michael 
of the Studite Monastery.
 
On Sunday, June 4, the 
funeral procession with 

the body of Patriarch 
Lubomyr will arrive in 
Kyiv to the Patriarchal 
Cathedral of the 
Resurrection.

h t t p s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
c u l t u r e / r e l i g i o u s _
ceremonies/67184/

(continued from previous page)

TENS OF THOUSANDS OF LVIV RESIDENTS PAID A LAST 
TRIBUTE TO LUBOMYR HUSAR

3 June 2017

Today, on June 3, a 
mournful procession 
was held through the 
streets of Lviv. Tens 
of thousands of Lviv 
residents accompanied 
the coffin with the body 
Lubomyr (Husar) from the 
Cathedral of St. George 
to the Church of St 
Michael the Archangel. 
UGCC Patriarch 
Sviatoslav compared the 
last travel of Lubomyr by 
the streets of Lviv with the 
funeral of the Righteous 
Andrey Sheptytsky.

The funeral procession 
started at about 12:00 

(continued on next page)



after the Divine Liturgy at 
St George’s Cathedral of 
Lviv. Clergymen carried 
the coffin onto the 
square to the monument 
to Andrey Sheptytsky. At 
the same time, the big 
screen near the temple 
played a video with His 
Beatitude where he gave 
instructions about the 
Church and faith. People 
had the last opportunity 
to be together with their 
pastor and to hear his 
words. Many believers 
who came to bid farewell 
to His Beatitude knew 
him personally, talked 
with him and received 
his spiritual guidance.

Subsequently to the 
applause of people who 
until then filled the entire 
space near the cathedral, 
the coffin with the body 
was placed on an 
artillery gun carriage. The 
young people marched 
ahead of the procession, 
they carried the cross 
and banners, followed 
by seminary students, 
monks and nuns from 
different congregations 
of the Church. Greek 
Catholic hierarchs led 
by Patriarch Church 
Sviatoslav (Shevchuk) 
followed the car with the 
coffin.

TENS OF THOUSANDS OF LVIV RESIDENTS PAID A LAST 
TRIBUTE TO LUBOMYR HUSAR

(continued from previous page)

Participating in the 
funeral procession 
were representatives 
of the authorities, 
religious communities 
from different cities and 
villages in Galicia. Many 
young people came 
to pay the last tribute. 
They prayed during the 
procession. Sometimes 
the procession stopped 
and clergymen read 
the Gospel. And near 
the monument of 
Shevchenko a military 
brass band was waiting 
for the procession. When 
the car with the coffin 
cane up to the orchestra, 
the musicians performed 
mourning melodies.

The mourning procession 
lasted for two hours.
At the Church of St 
Michael the Archangel, 
Patriarch Sviatoslav 
appealed to all present 
on behalf of His Beatitude 
Lubomyr. He spoke to 
the seminarians of Lviv 
seminary, students and 
teachers of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University, 
thanked the soldiers and 
the authorities. He called 
the today’s procession 
a historic event and 
compared it with the 
funeral of the Righteous 
Metropolitan Sheptytsky.

“This day will go down 
in history,” he said. 
“You will be proud to 
tell your children and 
grandchildren that you 
participated in this event 
... Today, His Beatitude 
is saying goodbye. In 
some time, he will leave 
for Kyiv in order to go 
to eternal rest at our 
baptistery font of the 
Dnieper-Slavuta. He will 
be laid to rest where 
our Kyivan Church was 
born.”

His Beatitude Lubomyr 
(Husar) passed away 
on May 31, 2017, at 
18:30, 85 years of age, 
after a serious illness. On 
Thursday, the coffin with 
his body was brought to 
St George’s Cathedral 
of Lviv. The temple was 
open during this time. 
To bid farewell to His 
Beatitude, people had to 
stand in long queues for 
an hour or two. A large 
screen was installed for 
the believers in front of 
St George’s Cathedral, 
which showed the film 
about Lubomyr (Husar), 
the interviews with him.
The coffin with the body 
of the former head of 
the UGCC in Ukraine 
remained in Lviv for three 
days.

On Sunday, June 4, the 
procession with the body 
of Patriarch Lubomyr 
came to Kyiv to the 
Patriarchal Cathedral of 
the Resurrection.

On Monday, June 5, 
at 11 am the mournful 
Pontifical Divine Liturgy 
with the burial rite will be 
held.

His Beatitude will be 
buried in the crypt of the 
Resurrection Catrhedral.
h t t p s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
c u l t u r e / r e l i g i o u s _
ceremonies/67204/
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PATRIARCH LUBOMYR FINDS HIS LAST REST IN THE 
PATRIARCHAL CATHEDRAL CRYPT

5 June 2017 

 The Divine Liturgy and 
the burial rite of blessed 
memory Lubomyr 
(Husar) was held in the 
Resurrection Cathedral 
of the UGCC in Kyiv. The 
hierarchs of the UGCC 
participated in the 
service led by Patriarch 
Sviatoslav Archbishop 
Cyril (Basil), personal 
envoy of Pope Francis, 
Apostolic Nuncio Claudio 
Gugerotti, Secretary of 
the Congregation for 
Eastern Churches.

Clergymen (about 600 
priests), monastics and 
faithful from all over 
Ukraine and abroad 
came to pay the last 
tribute to His Beatitude 
Lubomyr. Many public 
figures, government 
officials and politicians 
came on this day to 
honor the former head 
of the UGCC at the 
Patriarchal Cathedral. 
The latter represented 
different political forces.

The coffin with the body 
was placed in the middle 
of the cathedral. After 
the service people came 
to pay last tribute to 
His Beatitude Lubomyr. 
Many of them wept. 
In the farewell speech 
the priests remembered 

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka, Philadelphia,  bids 
farewell at the funeral of His Beatitude Lubomyr Cardinal Husar.  
Pictured left is Bishop Paul Chomnycky of Stamford, and pictured 

right is Bishop Bohdan Danylo of Parma. 

His Beatitude Lubomyr 
(Husar) with warmth 
and love. The speech 
by Patriarch Sviatoslav 
(Shevchuk) sounded 
especially moving.

Speaking about Lubomyr 
(Husar), the Patriarch of 
the UGCC, in particular, 
called him a “Kobzar” 
of new Ukraine and the 
“soul of every Ukrainian.”

“The unique way of 
Lubomyr’s holiness we 
see that the power of 
God manifested itself in 
his weakness, when he 

lost his physical sight, 
his spiritual eyes opened 
even wider. Wherever 
he came in, everybody 
raised. Certain types of 
sanctity of our Lubomir 
were sung by Taras,” said 
the hierarch reminding 
all those present about 
a well-known poem 
by Shevchenko titled 
“Perebendya.”

“And the Kobza that 
Lubomyr played - is the 
soul of each of us, every 
Ukrainian, regardless of 
religion, denomination, 
location and language. 

With his velvety baritone 
he could touch such keys 
of our hearts that even 
in Luhansk, Donetsk, 
Simferopol, in Ukraine or 
abroad the hearts were 
moved,” he said.

According to the Head 
of the UGCC, Lubomyr 
(Husar) has left us as a 
legacy the foundation 
of modern Ukrainian 
Christian civilization, 
which "we have to 
develop, live and build 
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there our independent 
and free Ukraine.”

His Beatitude Lubomyr 
(Husar) found his final 
rest in the crypt of the 
Patriarchal Cathedral 
of the Resurrection. 
This place is always 
open, and the faithful 
will be always capable 
to visit their pastor and 
pray with him. Patriarch 
Sviatoslav called Greek 
Catholics not to forget 
His Beatitude in the 
future and visit the crypt 
as often as possible.

“Each of you in moments 
of doubt, needs should 
be able to come and 
pray with Lubomyr. 
Let's give a word never 
leave Lubomyr alone 
in the crypt,” said the 
first hierarch during 

yesterday's sermon.

During the memorial 
service some faithful 
were holding banner 
with a slogan Subito 
Santo (Sainthood Now!).
His Beatitude Lubomyr 
(Husar) passed away on 
May 31, 2017, at 18:30, 
84 years of age, after a 
serious illness.

On June 1, the coffin with 
his body was brought to 
St George Cathedral 
in Lviv. The temple was 
open during this time. 
People had to stand in 
long queues for several 
hours to bid farewell 
to His Beatitude. A big 
screen was installed for 
the faithful in the square 
outside St George’s 
Cathedral, which showed 
a film about Lubomyr 

(Husar), an interview with 
him.

On June 3, in Lviv, during 
the Liturgy Patriarch 
Sviatoslav declared 
His Beatitude Lubomyr 
“a public worshiper 
for peace in Ukraine.” 
Subsequently, there a 
mourning procession 
followed along the city 
streets.

Thousands of Lviv 
residents accompanied 
the coffin with the body 
of Lubomyr (Husar) from 
the Cathedral of St. 
George to the Church of 
St Michael the Archangel. 
The Patriarch compared 
the last pilgrimage of 
Lubomyr across the 
streets of Lviv with the 
funeral of the righteous 
Andrey Sheptytsky.

PATRIARCH LUBOMYR FINDS HIS LAST REST IN THE 
PATRIARCHAL CATHEDRAL CRYPT

On Sunday, June 4, 
the procession with 
the body of Patriarch 
Lubomyr arrived to the 
Patriarchal Cathedral of 
the Resurrection in Kyiv.

After the coffin was 
placed in the church, 
thousands of Kyiv 
residents were able to bid 
farewell to His Beatitude 
– the cathedral doors 
weren’t locked either in 
day or night time, and 
prayer vigils were read 
at the coffin.

h t t p s : // r i s u .o rg . ua/
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
c u l t u r e / r e l i g i o u s _
ceremonies/67224/

Crypt

(continued from previous page)
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PRESIDENTIAL FAMILY PAID RESPECT TO LUBOMYR HUSAR

4 June 2017

President Petro Poroshenko and his wife Marina Poroshenko paid the last tribute to the former head of 
the UGCC Cardinal Lubomyr (Husar). The ceremony of paying tribute to His Beatitude Liubomyr is being 
currently held in the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ in Kyiv.

According to the press service of the President, the presidential couple paid tribute to His Beatitude with the 
moment of silence and bowed onto his coffin. Head of state also expressed condolences to the Cardinal’s 
relatives.

After the funeral ceremony the President drew attention to the fact that a lot of people came to the 
Cathedral to say goodbye to a prominent Ukrainian, a unique personality, a great Christian. “He could find 
completely unique words for everyone. Many hours of conversation and meeting with him inspired despite 
the firm optimism his alleged external weakness. He is a true descendant of Andrew Sheptytsky, Iosyp Slipyy 
and played a vital role not only for the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, not only for the whole of our 
country, but for the global Ukrainian community,” said Poroshenko.

According to the President, His Beatitude Lubomyr was uniting Ukraine, ensured its unity through his word, 
thought and prayer.

“His word has actually played a crucial role in the protection of Ukrainian liberty, freedom of Ukrainian 
territorial integrity and our Ukrainian sovereignty,” he said.

“I firmly believe that now, when he passed away to the Lord, his prayer for Ukraine, for the Ukrainian 
people, for our future will be even more intensive. Eternal memory and may you rest in peace, Your 
Beatitude Lubomyr,” said Poroshenko.

Patriarch Lubomyr (Husar) 
died on May 31. Numerous 
believers are coming to the 
Cathedral on the banks of 
the Dnieper in the morning to 
pay their last respects to His 
Beatitude Lubomyr. Previously, 
the farewell ceremony was 
held in Lviv.

His Beatitude Lubomyr will 
be buried in the crypt of the 
Patriarchal Cathedral on June 
5.

h t t p s : / / r i s u . o r g . u a / e n /
index/al l_news/cathol ics/
ugcc/67213/

President Petro Poroshenko and his wife Marina Poroshenko
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"A master of wisdom", - Pope Francis about late 
Patriarch Lubomyr Husar

Ukrainian Orthodox Church (USA) Sends Condolences;
Memory Eternal: Lubomyr Cardinal Husar

5 June 2017

In a heartfelt personal 
letter, Pope Francis has 
expressed his desire to 
“be among those praying 
to the heavenly Father” 
for the “chosen soul of 
our Brother” Cardinal 
Lubomyr Husar, Vatican 
Radio informs

The Holy Father noted 
the “extraordinary influx 
of people” paying their 
respects to the former 
head of the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church. 
This, he said, “is an 
eloquent sign of what 
he has been: one 
of the highest and 
most respected moral 
authorities of the 
Ukrainian people in 
recent decades.”

Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, 
Major Archbishop 
emeritus of Kyiv-Halyc, 
died on 31 May 2017, 
aged 84.

In his letter, addressed to 
Husar’s successor, Major 
Archbishop Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk, Pope Francis 
spoke of the late 
Cardinal’s efforts to lead 
his people beyond “the 
legacy of the ‘catacombs’ 
into which it was forced 
by persecutions.” He did 
so not only by restoring 
ecclesiastical structures, 
but especially through 
“the joy of his own story, 
founded on faith” that 
endured “through and 
beyond suffering.”

Pope Francis spoke of 
Cardinal Husar as “a 
master of wisdom,” who 
spoke to his people in 
simple, yet profound 
words. “His was the 
wisdom of the Gospel, 
the bread of the Word 
of God broken for the 
simple, for the suffering, 
for all those seeking 
dignity.” After his ministry 
as “father and head” 
of the Ukrainian Greek 

Catholic Church, the 
Pope said, and with the 
onset of old age and 
illness, Cardinal Husar’s 
presence became “even 
more intense and rich.” 
He prayed for all, 
and when he spoke, 
“everyone felt that a 
Christian was speaking, 
a Ukrainian passionate 
about his identity, always 
full of hope, open to the 
future of God.” Pope 
Francis praised him for 
“the warmth of his great 
humanity and exquisite 
kindness,” and especially 
for his ability to welcome 
and communicate with 
the young.

“It moves me to think 
that today all of Ukraine 
weeps for him,” the Pope 
said, “but also that many 
people are certain that 
he already rests in the 
embrace of the heavenly 
Father.” They are certain, 
he said, that after the 
example of his “credible 

and coherent life” they 
will “continue to benefit 
from his prayer, with 
which he will continue 
to protect his people 
who are still suffering, 
marked by violence and 
insecurity, and yet certain 
that the love of Christ 
does not disappoint.”

Pope Francis concluded 
with his letter with a 
note of gratitude for 
“this unique religious 
and social presence 
in Ukraine’s history,” 
encouraging the faithful 
to remain committed 
to Cardinal Husar’s 
“constant teaching and 
total abandonment to 
Providence.” He called 
on them to continue “to 
feel his smile and his 
caress.”

h t t p s : / / r i s u . o r g .
u a / e n / i n d e x / a l l _
n e w s / c a t h o l i c s /
vatikan/67225/

May 31, 2017

His Beatitude Major 
Archbishop Sviatoslav
His Eminence 
Metropolitan Stefan 
Soroka
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 

Church
 
Beloved Brothers in the 
Lord: Christ is Among Us!
 
On behalf of the Council 
of Bishops, the Clergy 
and Lay Faithful of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church of the USA 
and Diaspora, we are 
offering our profound 
condolences on the 
falling asleep in the Lord 
of the deeply beloved 
and respected Cardinal 
Lubomyr Husar.

The passing of Cardinal 
Lubomyr is a deeply felt 
wound not only for the 
pious Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic faithful, but 
also for all Ukrainian 

(continued on next page)
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Christians who have 
admired his wise 
pastoral stewardship. His 
lifetime of exceptional 
leadership will live on in 
the hearts and minds of 
Christians of all religious 
backgrounds who were 
privileged to know his 
ministry.

We honor his memory, 
as he faithfully served 
our Lord with unwavering 
commitment and Christ’s 
love in his heart. Truly 
your beloved spiritual 

father has left behind a 
wonderful legacy in the 
memories and the hearts 
of everyone who had the 
privilege of knowing him.

In the midst of our 
sorrow, we must try to 
remember, that although 
his earthly journey has 
ended, we know that 
life does not end with 
our physical death but 
is just the beginning of 
life eternal, because our 
Lord promised us, “…I 
am the Resurrection, and 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church (USA) Sends Condolences;
Memory Eternal: Lubomyr Cardinal Husar

the life: he that believes 
in me…shall never die.” 
(John 11: 25-26)

Thus our greatest 
consolation is our belief 
in Christ's resurrection 
and the resurrection 
of all in Him. Our 
constant prayer for our 
departed loved ones is 
an affirmation that they 
are still alive in Christ, 
and that, as we are all 
united in God's love, we 
will be reunited one day 
in heaven. For St. Paul 

says that "neither death, 
nor life...shall be able 
to separate us from the 
love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord." 
(Rom. 8:38)
May his memory be 
eternal!

Prayerfully yours with 
love in Christ,
+Antony, Metropolitan
+Daniel, Archbishop

The Remarkable Life of Lubomyr Husar

Monday, 05 June 2017

How does it happen that 
a child growing up in 
eastern Galicia among 
Ukrainians, Poles, 
Moldovans, Germans, 
Austrians, Jews, Roma, 
and Armenians dodges 
Nazi death squads and 
the Red Army, learns 
first-hand what it means 
to be a “displaced 
person” in occupied 
Austria, emigrates to the 
United States, completes 
university and seminary 
studies before being 
ordained a priest, 
writes a pioneering 
doctoral dissertation 
on ecumenism, joins 
a monastic order, is 
clandestinely ordained a 

bishop, has his episcopal 
ordination recognized 
by St. John Paul II, is 
created a cardinal by 
the same pope — and at 
an age when many men 
begin to contemplate 
retirement, returns to 
his newly self-liberated 
homeland for the first 
time in a half-century 
and over the next two 
decades becomes the 
most widely respected 
and deeply beloved 
figure in the country?

To comprehend the 
extraordinary life of 
Cardinal Lubomyr 
Husar, who died on 
May 31 at age 84, is 
to trace the arc of the 
slow-motion martyrdom 

of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church in the 
mid 20th century and its 
resurrection in the 21st. 

As the Catholic Church 
in Poland was the 
safe deposit box of 
national memory and 
identity during the 123 
years when “Poland” 
disappeared from the 
map of Europe (having 
been vivisected by 
Russia, Austria, and 
Prussia in the Third 
Polish Partition of 1795), 
so the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church (UGCC) 
was one of the principal 
repositories of Ukrainian 
national identity and 
aspiration in the hard 
decades when Stalin first 

tried to starve Ukraine 
into submission and later 
used every tool at the 
disposal of a totalitarian 
state to destroy Ukraine’s 
language, culture, and 
self-awareness — a 
project continued for 
more than four decades 
by Stalin’s successors. 
But an argument can 
be made that the 
achievement of the 
UGCC in Ukraine was 
even more remarkable 
than that of the Latin-
rite Catholic Church 
in Poland. For Polish 
Catholicism was very 
much a visible presence 
in Poland’s national 
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life, both during the 
partitions that eradicated 
the country and, later, 
under both Nazi and 
Communist tyranny.

The UGCC, however, 
did its most impressive 
work of preserving and 
developing national 
identity, culture, and 
morale during the four 
and a half decades when 
it was the world’s largest 
underground religious 
body — a Church with 
no public presence 
whatsoever, thanks to 
a canonically illegal 
and coerced “reunion” 
with Russian Orthodoxy 
engineered in 1946 by 
the Soviet secret police 
and the leadership of 
the Russian Orthodox 
Church. And while the 
UGCC hung on by its 
collective fingernails 
between 1946 and 1991, 
conducting clandestine 
worship and education 
in the Ukrainian forests, 
Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic leaders like 
Lubomyr Husar, living in 
the West — in Husar’s 
case, in New York, 
Washington, and other 
American locales, before 
redeploying to Rome — 
laid the foundations for a 
revival of Greek Catholic 
life at a time that, for 
most of Husar’s adult life, 
seemed unimaginable: 

the time of a free Ukraine 
unshackled from the 
Soviet Union and freed 
to create its own destiny.

That hoped-for miracle 
of liberation took place 
in 1991, when the 
Soviet Union dissolved, 
and since then, Greek 
Catholic life in Ukraine 
has flourished. Lubomyr 
Husar, a man of deep 
faith, would be the first to 
insist that that miraculous 
resurrection was a work 
of divine providence and 
grace. But as Cardinal 
Husar is laid to rest 
today in St. George’s 
Cathedral in L’viv, 
hundreds of thousands 
of his countrymen 
having paid him their 
last respects in the days 
since his death, credit 
should be given to this 
visionary man of wisdom 
who bridged numerous 
worlds — Byzantine 
and Latin, Catholic and 
Orthodox, religious and 
secular, pre-modern 
and post-modern — in a 
unique way. It was Husar 
who staunchly supported 
the development of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
University, the only 
Catholic institution of 
higher learning in the 
former Soviet space, 
which has become one 
of the premier universities 
in Ukraine in a mere two 

decades and a model 
for higher education 
unburdened by the 
intellectual corruptions of 
Homo Sovieticus. It was 
Husar who oversaw, as 
major-archbishop of Kyiv-
Halych and head of the 
UGCC, an extraordinary 
expansion of the Greek 
Catholic priesthood, and 
saw to the reform of 
seminaries so that the 
clergy of an independent 
Ukraine would be better 
equipped to minister 
in a post-underground 
religious environment.

It was Husar who 
welcomed John Paul II 
to Ukraine in 2001 in 
what was the first papal 
visit to a former Soviet 
“republic” — a week-
long pilgrimage that, 
against all odds and 
expectations, became a 
moment of ecumenical 
encounter between 
Greek Catholics and 
Ukrainian Orthodox. 
And it was Husar who, 
in retirement, became 
a moral reference 
point for a society still 
deeply wounded by its 
Soviet past. In a country 
struggling to shed the 
bad habits of duplicity 
engrained during its 
Communist period, and 
in a political community 
whose debates are often 
more characterized 

by heat than by light, 
Lubomyr Husar became 
a kind of national 
patriarch: the voice of 
reason, moderation, 
and wise counsel amidst 
the cacophony of post-
Communist politics.

And during the Maidan 
revolution of dignity in 
2013–14, a now-blind 
Cardinal Husar could 
be found on Kyiv’s 
Independence Square, 
in solidarity with his 
people’s hopes for a 
future beyond corruption, 
a future in which Ukraine 
would take its rightful 
place as an integral part 
of the West, bringing 
with it the riches of 
Byzantine spirituality and 
culture. Husar became 
a moral reference point 
for a society still deeply 
wounded by its Soviet 
past.

The UGCC is now led 
by Husar’s dynamic 
young successor, Major-
Archbishop Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk — which is 
another testimony to 
Husar’s leadership, for 
he raised up a generation 
of polyglot, intellectually 
well-prepared, and 
politically shrewd leaders 
such as Shevchuk and 
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the president of the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
University, Bishop Borys 
Gudziak. Like Cardinal 
Husar, whom they 
revered, Shevchuk and 
Gudziak are men of God 
who are also playing an 
indispensable public role, 
now in a 21st-century 
Ukraine struggling to 
realize the bright promise 
of the Maidan Revolution 
while suffering under 
a Russian invasion that 
has cost over 10,000 
lives and created more 
than a million and a 
half internally displaced 

persons. It was likely a 
sadness to Husar that 
the Vatican has never 
brought itself to use the 
words “invasion” and 
“illegal annexation” to 
describe the Russian 
occupation of Crimea, 
or the word “war” to 
describe what Russia 
is doing in eastern 
Ukraine. And it remains 
incomprehensible to 
many why Major-
Archbishop Shevchuk, 
the leader of the largest 
of the Eastern Catholic 
Churches, has not 
received the cardinal’s 

The Remarkable Life of Lubomyr Husar
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red hat to which 
Lumomyr Husar brought 
such distinction. Perhaps 
the great cardinal’s 
death will cause some 
rethinking in Rome of 
its latest Ostpolitik; that 
would be a fitting tribute 
to Cardinal Husar. But 
whatever happens along 
the Tiber, the remarkable 
life of Lubomyr Husar 
helped make it possible 
for the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church to 
thrive in an independent 
Ukraine. “Freedom,” 
Husar insisted, “is the 
opportunity to do good.” 

That, he did. May his 
memory be eternal.

by GEORGE WEIGEL

Source: www.
nationalreview.com

http://news.ugcc.ua/en/
articles/the_remarkable_
l i f e _ o f _ l u b o m y r _
husar____79664.html
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Catholic University of America Mourns the Passing of 
Lubomyr Cardinal Husar

5 June 2017

The Catholic University 
of America mourns the 
passing of Cardinal 
Lubomyr Husar, major 
archbishop of Kyiv-
Halych, Ukraine, and 
retired head of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, who died June 
1, 2017, at the age of 
84. Cardinal Husar was 
a University alumnus 
and the recipient of 
an honorary degree in 
2007.

(continued on next page)



Reflection on Cardinal Husar
by: Msgr. John Terlecky

Like everone else in our 
Church, I was deeply 
saddened to hear 
about the death of our 
+ Patriarch emeritus 
Lubomyr cardinal Husar 
on Wednesday, May 
31.  I was fortunate in 
being granted a private 
audience with him last 
September while I was 
in Kyiv celebrating the 
fortieth anniversary of my 
priestly ordination.  Our 
conversation reminisced 
about years  in Stamford 
so long ago.

+Patriarch Lubomyr 
was the first priest to 
be ordained for the 

newly created Stamford 
exarchate in the United 
States.  Most of his 
years in Stamford from 
1957 to 1969 were 
spent in ministry at Saint 
Basil College and Saint 
Basil Prep Seminaries 
in Stamford.  There 
he served as a gifted 
member of the faculty, 
the Assistant Dean for 
Academic Studies, and 
a caring Prefect for all 
the Ukrainian lads in 
residence there.  Two 
things I remember the 
most is his wonderful 
method of teaching 
conversational Ukrainian 
as well as the time he 

spent on the volleyball 
court with us students.  
I looked forward to my 
first philosophy class with 
him in the fall of 1969, 
when after three weeks, 
he bid farewell to the 
Stamford Seminary to 
leave for doctoral studies 
in Rome.

The next time I got to 
spend some time with 
him was during the 
years of 1991-1994 in 
Ukraine.  Our church 
was being reborn in the 
public eye then from 
scratch.  During my first 
year as the Academic 
Dean for the new Holy 

Spirit Seminary in Rudno, 
the Seminary was staffed 
by confessors from the 
Redemptorist Fathers, 
but had no resident 
spiritual director. Father 
Archimandrite Lubomyr 
arrived with his Studite 
brethren from Rome to 
take up residence in Lviv.  
He became the Spiritual 
Director of the Seminary 
in the fall of 1992 and 
immediately brought 
peace and discipline to 
the community through 
his calm sermons and 
reflections.  The humble 

(continued on next page)
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Catholic University 
bestowed upon Cardinal 
Husar the Doctor of 
Humane Letters, honoris 
causa, describing him 
as “an example to all 
Christians called to place 
their trust in the Lord.”

“We mourn the passing 
of Cardinal Husar, a 
loyal son of the Church 
and a friend of Catholic 
University,” said President 
John Garvey. “We will 
remember him for his 
ecumenical work with 

the Orthodox 
churches and 
other Christian 
and non-Christian 
groups and 
for his concern 
for the world’s 
marginalized.”. 
Informs CUA 
press service.

https://risu.org.
ua/en/index/all_
news/catholics/
ugcc/67217/
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firmness of his spiritual 
stature was a gift from 
heaven.  He remained 
in that position for a 
short time before taking 
up new challenges as 
the Auxiliary Bishop of 
the Lviv Archdiocese.

I was happy to attend 
his installation as 
a Cardinal of the 
Universal Church in 
February, 2001 in Rome.  
He made little ado 
about the pomp of his 
regalia, offering rather, 
to receive his red hat 
from Pope Saint John 
Paul II in the simplicity 
of his Studite monastic 
garb.  He carried his 
new ring that day in 

his pocket rather than on 
his finger.  We would meet 
again a few times in the 
Stamford Diocese again – 
his wonderful pilgrimage 
appearance in Sloatsburg 
and travels with Bishop 
Basil Losten raising funds 
for the new Resurrection 
Cathedral in Kyiv.

The Cardinal’s coat of arms 
reads “My hope is in the 
Lord”.  I pray that the many 
gifts of his priestly and 
episcopal ministry actualize  
his hope in dying, rising 
and ascending into the 
heavens with the Lord.  
 
Monsignor John 
Terlecky

Reflection on Cardinal Husar


