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Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka, pictured right, at the Funeral Hierarchical Liturgy 
for Major-Archbishop emeritus Lubomyr Cardinal Husar on June 5, 2017 at the Patriarchal 
Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ, Kyiv, Ukraine.

The next issue of “The Way” will be a special edition 
dedicated to His Beatitude Lubomyr Cardinal Husar.

CARDINAL LUBOMYR HUSAR DIES AGED 84
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THE  FEAST OF SAINTS PETER & PAUL

June 29, 2017

The entire Catholic 
Church, East and West, 
celebrates the feast 
of two of the greatest 
apostles, Saints Peter 
and Paul.  The Feast 
is celebrated on June 
29th on the Gregorian 
calendar.  It is celebrated 
13 days later on the 
Julian calendar, July 
12th.  St. Peter was one 
of the original Twelve 
Apostles chosen by the 
Lord Himself.  St. Paul 
converted from Judaism 
to Christianity and 
became the “Apostle to 
the Gentiles.” Both are 
revered by the Church as 
“luminaries” of the faith. 
They were preachers 
of the divine truth, 
the Gospel message.  
Thereby enabling the 
Church to hold on and 
preserve the “deposit of 
the faith.” 

The feast day is followed 
by the Synaxis of the 12 
Apostles. Synaxis on the 
Byzantine calendar is 
always celebrated on the 
day following the Feast 
and commemorates 
some person or persons 
closely related to the 
theme of the Feast.  In 
this case, the Synaxis is 
that of all twelve Apostles 
who help to transmit 
the Word of God, the 
message of Christ, not 

only to the early Church, 
but all generations to 
follow.

St. Peter, whose name 
was Simon, was one of 
the fishermen who left 
all when called to follow 
Christ. His older brother 
Andrew introduced him 
to the Lord.  Jesus told 
Simon that his name 
would become Peter, 
which means “Rock.” 
Peter would one day 
become leader (first 
pope) of His Church.  

St. Paul was called Saul 
(of Tarsus) prior to his 
conversion.  Saul was a 
learned and devout Jew 
who had persecuted the 
early Christians.  But on 
the road to Damascus 
Saul experienced a 
conversion.  Suddenly 
a bright light appeared 
in the sky which blinded 
him as he fell from his 
horse to the ground.  
Three days later Saul 
was brought to Ananias 
who put his hands upon 
him and restored Saul 
to sight.  Ananias then 
baptized, taking the 
name Paul after his 
conversion. 

St. Paul became a 
devout follower of Christ, 
went to preach in various 
communities, introducing 
them to the Christian 
faith.  He wrote various 

letters called epistles to 
numerous early Christian 
communities.  St. Paul 
suffered and died for 
the faith, enduring 
hardship, persecution, 
imprisonment and even 
martyrdom.

Saints Peter and Paul 
were martyrs for the faith 
faith who would rather 
die than forsake Christ 
and His gospel message.  
May we possess this 

same zeal and desire to 
contine in Christ’s mission 
– salvation of souls.
   
- Rev. D. George 
Worschak

Photo: 
http://www.sspeter-paul.
com/
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“The Way” is going 
on a Summer Break in 

July.

We will have a July 9th issue of 
“The Way.”

Then “The Way” will go on break.

Our first issue after the Summer Break 
will be August 13th.  

Thank you.

Visit our Website for any news 
during the Break.

http://ukrarcheparchy.us

 

 Reminder:  Please send any news 
to “The Way” at our email address 

theway@ukrcap.org .

FATHER’S DAY GREETING 

On the occasion of Father’s Day, 
the Staff of “The Way” wishes all our 
readers who are fathers good health, 
long life and the Lord’s choicest 
blessings. May the Holy Spirit guide all 
our fathers throughout their entire life. 
May the Holy Mother of God guard 
and protect each and every one from 
all evil. 

To all the deceased fathers of our 
readership, we pray for the blessed 
repose of their souls, and that the 
Lord God forgive all their sins, both 
voluntary and involuntary, and grant 
them entry into the eternal Kingdom of 
God – Heaven. 

MAY THEIR MEMORY BE ETERNAL!
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Altar boy congratulated for 
serving over five years at 
SS. Cyril and Methodius 

Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Olyphant, PA

At SS. Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Olyphant, PA on May 28, 2017 
Nicholas Chylak an 8th Grader at Mid Valley 
Secondary School is congratulated by Rev. Nestor 
Iwasiw,Pastor for being an Altar boy since the 3rd 
grade. Photo; Left to right: Nicholas Chylak, Rev. 
Iwasiw, Joseph Chylak. (Photo: Lauren Telep)

Ascension Manor Celebrates Memorial Day with a
Luncheon for Residents on May 31, 2017

Ascension Manor is a Senior Citizen Apartment Complex 
for people 62 and older. It is under the direction of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia. For more 
information on Ascension Manor please call 215-922-1116. 
(Equal Housing Opportunity.)

John Siwak, General Manager
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Assumption Catholic School Graduate Answers the 
Call of Christ.

Assumption Catholic School (ACS) in Perth Amboy, NJ proudly congratulates its former student upon his 
reception of the Sacred Order of Deacon. Anthony Robert DiStefano, class of 1979, received the Sacred 
Orders of Deacon through the imposition of the hand  of the Most Reverend Joseph W. Cardinal Tobin, 
C.Ss.R. Archbishop of Newark on Sunday May 21, 2017 at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart 
in Newark. Deacon Anthony attended A.C.S. from kindergarten to eighth grade. Always an exemplary 
student, Anthony and his family faithfully attended Assumption Catholic Church where Anthony regularly 
served as an Altar Boy. Upon graduation from Rutgers School of Law, Juris Doctor, with Honors, Anthony 
devoted his practice in defense of workers' compensation claims. In 1994, along with his partner Joseph 
Biancamano  he founded the Biacamano&DiStefano Workers' Compensation law firm where he worked 
until answering Christ's call to the priesthood. He was recognized by the New Jersey Supreme Court as a 
Certified Compensation Law Attorney.  Anthony entered the Seminary and began his studies in preparation 
for the priesthood. His final step on the way to the reception of Holy Orders will culminate on the last 
Sunday of May, 2918 when he is scheduled to be ordained a priest.

Congratulations, Deacon Anthony.  May the Holy Spirit continue to guide you on your path to become an 
Apostle of Christ!

Sr. Yosaphata , MSMG, Vice Principal of 
Assumption Catholic School, Perth Amboy, 
with ACS alumni Deacon Anthony Robert 

DiStefano
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Announcement in “The Way” on May 23, 1982 page 7 when 
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka was to be ordained a priest.

Congratulations
Metropolitan Stefan on your 

35th Anniversary of Priesthood
on June 13th!
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St. Nicholas Catholic School, Passaic, NJ is 
#1 (Number one) in the State 

in Algebra 1 Contest
 
After taking a series of four competitive Algebra I exams sponsored by the Catholic Math League, the 8th 
grade at St. Nicholas Catholic School in Passaic, NJ has scored First Place among all eleven participating 
Catholic middle schools in New Jersey, and 7th place among all 100 participating Catholic 8th and 9th 
grades across the country. In addition, students Konrad Leszczynski and Stefan Mychalko distinguished 
themselves individually by placing first and fourth, respectively, among all middle school students who took 
the test nationwide.

Front row sitting left to right: Alexander Zielonka, Konrad Leszczynski, Stefan Mychalko
Standing: Sr. Eliane Ilnitski, SSMI-  Principal, Johnny Hernandez, Bryan Rivera, Adrian Baran, Gabriel 
Maksymiw, Orest Figol, Mrs. Tetyana Fedak - Math Teacher

Congratulations!
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First Penance in Passaic, NJ

On May 6-7, eighteen children received their Sacrament of First Penance and their Solemn Communion 
at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, Passaic, NJ. It was a joy to all of us to welcome them fully in 
these sacraments and be part of their celebration. We congratulate  them and their families. May Jesus 
bless each and every one of them, always protecting, guiding and helping them to form their hearts as His.

FIRST PENANCE AT 
ST. MICHAEL’S IN SHENANDOAH

On Sunday, May 14, 2017 the parish of St. Michael 
the Archangel, in Shenandoah, PA, were privileged 
and blessed to have Joseph Michael Mitchell receive 
First Confession and Solemn Holy Communion 
during the Divine Liturgy, celebrated by Msgr. Myron 
Grabowsky.  May the fruits of these Holy Mysteries 
continue to grow in the spiritual life  of Joseph Michael. 
Na Mnohaya i Blahaya Lita!

Photo (l to r):  Sister Zenovia, SSMI, catechist, 
Joseph Michael, Msgr. Myron Grabowsky



JUNE 11, 2017  9

First Confession at St John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Northampton, PA

Our Religious Education 
Students; Kehley Marie Kochan 
and Maxwill Anthony Kochan 
had their First Confession on 
Lazarus Saturday – April 8, 2017 
at St John’s in Northampton 
PA.  On Palm Sunday – April 9, 
we celebrated Kehley and Max 
and our Religious Education 
Students during liturgy together 
with Father Roman Petryshak 
and the St John’s Parishioners.

First Confession at St. Michael’s, Cherry Hill, NJ

Celebrating the First Solemn Confessions Candidates of 2017. Congratulations and God Bless Brandon, 
Patrick, Gregory, Gabriel, and Roxalana. May God grant you long life and many happy years! Многая 
Літа!

Sr. Martin, MSMG, Fr. Paul Makar, and Sr. Maria, MSMG, with the children who received First Confession.
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The Providence Association 
Of the Ukrainian Catholics in America 

1-877-857-2284 (ext. 211)                                                                              sales@provassn.com 
 

    СОЮЗ УКРАЇНЦІВ  
                 КАТОЛИКІВ  

ПРОВИДІННЯ 

    www.provassn.com                 1912 
    Fraternity                         

2017
LIFE INSURANCE 

FIXED ANNUITIES (Savings Certificates), IRA’S AND ROTH IRAs
Family Financial Protection

Retirement and Savings: Safe, Secure and Steady Wealth Accumulation
401(k), 457, 403(b), IRA and other pension plan rollovers

Lifetime GUARANTEEED MINIMUM INTEREST RATE on Savings is

3.25% - Call or email for details or a free personal consultation!

First Confession at Ss. Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, Olyphant, PA 

On Sunday June 4th, at SS. Cyril and 
Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Olyphant, PA at the Divine Litrugy at 
9:00 a.m., 5 children received Solemn 
Holy Communion. This was officiated 
by Rev. Nestor Iwasiw, Pastor, and 
their teacher was Ms. Sandra Berta. 
The children received the sacrament 
of Penance on June 3, 2017. Website: 
stcyrils.weconnect.com 

Photo: Left to right: Jake Joseph 
Rabel, Jack Christian Czaja, Richard 
Michael Lupcho, Kyler Sestili, Kimberly 
McAndrew.  (Photo by LAUREN TELEP)
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Longtime Bridgeport, Pa. Pastor, Rev. Msgr. Dr. Ronald P. 
Popivchak Celebrates Golden Jubilee of Priestly Ordination

 
Bridgeport, Pa.—
Sunday, May 28, 2017, 
the parish family of Ss. 
Peter and Paul Ukrainian 
Catholic Church here 
honored Rev. Msgr. Dr. 
Ronald P. Popivchak on 
the occasion his 50th 
anniversary of priestly 
ordination.
 
Father Ronny, as he is 
affectionately known, 
celebrated a Divine 
Liturgy of Thanksgiving 
which was also attended 
by Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka, Auxiliary Bishop 
John Bura, Bishop 
Emeritus Basil Losten of 
the Stamford Eparchy.  
Concelebrating clergy 
were Very Rev. Robert 
Hitchens, Very Rev. 
Wasyl Kharuk and Very 
Rev. Taras Lonchyna.
 
Metropolitan Soroka 
was the homilist and 
recounted the dedication 
and love with which 
Msgr. Popivchak has 
served his faithful in 
Bridgeport since 1972 
and the reciprocal love 
the faithful have for 
Father Ronny.  He noted, 
when Msgr. Ronny 
proclaims the Gospel, 
everybody listens and 

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

Longtime Bridgeport, Pa. Pastor, Rev. Msgr. Dr. Ronald P. 
Popivchak Celebrates Golden Jubilee of Priestly Ordination

he is probably the only 
priest in the world who 
uses such a style in 
bringing the Word of 
God to the faithful.
 
Responses to the Divine 
Liturgy were sung by 
the Prometheus Male 
Chorus.
 
A social hour and 
banquet followed the 
Divine Liturgy in the 
parish hall, attended by 
over 500 guests. 
 
Invocation was offered 
by Metropolitan Stefan.
 
Father Hitchens, parish 
vocation, served as 
master of ceremonies.
 
The Prometheus Male 
Chorus presented several 
vocal selections.
 
A song and dance tribute 
to Father Ronny was 
presented by the school 
children and faculty 
with introductions by Dr. 
George Maxim.
 
Greetings were extended 
by Bridgeport Mayor 
Ted Pruskowski, the 
Knights of Columbus, the 
Catholic War Veterans, 
Richard Popivchak, 
brother of the jubilarian, 
Very Rev. Archpriest 

John M. Fields, and Dr. 
John Solar, on behalf of 
the parish.
 
Metropolitan Stefan made 
a special presentation of 
a pectoral cross blessed 
by Pope St. John Paul II.
 
Msgr. Popivchak 
reminisced about his 
years in the priesthood 
and told several of his 
stories, in his unique 
style, about how he 
came to be assigned to 
the Bridgeport parish 
some 45 years ago.
 
The Benediction was 
offered by Auxiliary 
Bishop John Bura.
 

Msgr. Popivchak was 
ordained to the Holy 
Priesthood on May 
25, 1967 by the late 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Ambrose Senyshyn.  After 
completing his Ph.D. in 
Sacred Theology from 
The Catholic University of 

America in Washington, 
D.C., he was assigned 
to Ss. Peter and Paul 
parish in Bridgeprot, Pa. 
in 1972 where he has 
continued to serve the 
faithful since that time.
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Save the Date 
 
 
JUNE 18th  FATHER’S DAY.  OFFERING THANKSGIVING FOR YOUR FATHER IN PRAYER AT  
   CHURCH 
 
JUNE 29TH  HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY AND THE ENTHRONEMENT OF MOST REV.  
   BENEDICT ALEKSIYCHUK AS THE FIFTH BISHOP OF THE SAINT NICHOLAS  
   UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC EPARCHY IN CHICAGO. 
 
JULY 30TH  ANNUAL SEMINARY UKRAINIAN DAYS AT MINERSVILLE, PA 
 
AUGUST 13TH  ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE OF DORMITION OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY,   
   SLOATSBURG, NY, SPONSORED BY SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE 
 
AUGUST 19, 20TH UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL AT UKRAINIAN HOMESTEAD, LEHIGHTON, PA 
 
AUGUST 27TH  2ND ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE AT ASSUMPTION OF BVM UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC  
   CHURCH, CENTRALIA, PA 
 
AUGUST 27TH  UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL AT TRYZUB, HORSHAM, PA 
 
SEPTEMBER 18-21ST UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CLERGY OF PHILADELPHIA RETREAT, LONG BRANCH, NJ 
 
SEPTEMBER 24TH ARCHEPARCHIAL MARRIAGE ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION DIVINE LITURGY AT  
   11:00 AM AT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE  
   CONCEPTION, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
 
OCTOBER 1ST  ARCHIEPARCHIAL PILGRIMAGE OF FEAST OF PROTECTION OF MOTHER OF  
   GOD, MONASTERY GROUNDS OF ORDER OF SISTERS OF ST. BASIL, FOX CHASE,  
   PA   DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM; MOLEBEN AT 4:00 PM 
 
OCTOBER 22nd  MOLEBEN, ANOINTING FOR HEALING AND VENERATION OF HOLY RELICS OF  
   BLESSED JOSAPHATA HORDASHEVSKA, SSMI, CELEBRATION OF 125TH   
   ANNIVERSARY OF FOUNDING OF SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE.   
   3:00 PM - UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION,  
   PHILADELPHIA, PA  
 
OCTOBER 29TH  HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY AT ST. PAUL UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, 

RAMSEY, NJ AT 12 NOON CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE  
 PARISH 
 

NOVEMBER 12TH HIERARCHICAL DIVINE  LITURGY CELEBRATING 400TH ANNIVERSARY OF  
   FOUNDING OF ORDER OF BASILIAN FATHERS OF ST. JOSAPHAT, 80 YEARS OF  
   MINISTRY IN USA AND 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF CANONIZATION OF BISHOP  
   MARTYR JOSAPHAT, OSBM.  10:00 AM – WARREN, MI. 
 
DECEMBER 25TH CHRISTMAS – NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST YOUR  
   PRAYERFUL PARTICIPATION IN LITURGY IS YOUR BEST GIFT TO JESUS, TO  
   YOURSELF AND TO OTHERS! 
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63rd  ANNUAL  HOLY  DORMITION 
(ASSUMPTION) PILGRIMAGE 

AUGUST  12 – 13, 2017
SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE
ST. MARY’S VILLA / SLOATSBURG, New York 

Theme: Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate 
Celebrate 125 Years

Glory to God!   Honor to Mary!   Peace to Us! 
CONFESSIONS ARE AVAILABLE 

THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE WEEKEND
Saturday, August 12

12:00 p.m. Food Available at Pavilion
1:00 p.m.  Akathist to the Mother of God – Rev. Jack Custer, SSL, STD, 

Rector of St. Michael’s Cathedral, Passaic, NJ
2:30 pm     Presentation – Sr. Janice Soluk, SSMI (St. Mary’s terrace)

former SSMI Superior General – theme: “Glory to God!  Honor to Mary!  Peace to Us!”
3:15  p.m.  Children’s Activity – Sr. Eliane, SSMI     (St. Mary’s terrace)
3:30 p.m.  Blessing of the Sick  (Grotto steps and St. Mary’s Chapel)

Blessing of Religious Articles   (front of St. Joseph’s Home) 
5:00 p.m.  Divine Liturgy – Fr. James Spera, main celebrant /homilist   (grotto – English)

Choir: St. Mary’s Byzantine Catholic Church, Hillsborough, NJ
Blessing of Water at St. Mary’s Fountain

7:30  p.m.   Panakhyda      (Blessed Mother’s circle in front of St. Mary’s Villa)
8:00 p.m.  Moleben to the Mother of God with candlelight procession (grotto – English)

Most Rev. Kurt Burnette – Bishop of Passaic Eparchy - main celebrant / homilist
Sunday, August 13

8:30 a.m.  Materi Molitvy / Mothers in Prayer – Rosary / Singing (St. Mary’s Chapel)
10:30 a.m. Pontifical Divine Liturgy with procession to the grotto       

followed by blessing of flowers
Most Rev. Stefan Soroka, Metropolitan Archbishop of Philadelphia 
Most Rev. Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, Bishop of the Eparchy of Stamford (homilist)
Most Rev. Bohdan Danylo, Bishop of the Eparchy of Parma
Most Rev. Basil Losten, Bishop Emeritus of the Eparchy of Stamford

Choir: Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church, Brooklyn, NY
12:00 p.m. English Divine Liturgy - Rev. Bohdan Hedz, main celebrant / homilist  (St. Mary’s Chapel)

St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church, Riverhead, NY
1:30 p.m. Blessing of the Sick     (Grotto steps and St. Mary’s Chapel)

Blessing of Religious Articles(front of St. Joseph’s Home) 
2:00 p.m. Presentations - 

Sr. Tekla Gnatyuk, SSMI (St. Mary’s terrace - Ukrainian)
Sr. Janice Soluk, SSMI  (Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Shrine - English)

2:30 p.m.   Stations of the Cross – Basilian Fathers
2:45  p.m. Children's & Teens’ Activity  - Sr. Eliane, SSMI , Sr. Natalya, SSMI   (St. Mary’s terrace)
3:00 p.m.    Moleben to the Mother of God  (Grotto)

Rev. Andriy Dudkevych - St. Nicholas, Passaic, NJ– main celebrant / homilist
Blessing of cars and buses – Rev. Ivan Tyhovych -  Holy Ghost Parish, Brooklyn, NY

A DVD of the Life & Ministry of the SSMI’s will be showing 
throughout the weekend in the Gallery

Rt. Rev. Mitred Msgr. John Terlecky, Pilgrimage Spiritual Moderator
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Save the Date 

What:    Come Set Aside All Earthly Cares and pray        

           with the Hierarchy, Clergy and Sisters at  

                 The Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great 

                 Annual Pilgrimage to the Mother of God. 

When:    Sunday, October 1, 2017 
    9am – 5pm 

Where:     710 Fox Chase Road 

       Fox Chase Manor, PA 19046 
 

Opportunities provided for: 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 Hierarchial Divine Liturgy 
 Reciting the Rosary 
 Moleben 

 
Services Provided: 

 Ethnic Food 
 Presentation for children 
 Presentation for youth 
 Opportunity to hear a panel on discussion on prayer and 

religious life 

  
  

Byzantine Liturgy at St. Edmond's Church in 
Rehoboth Beach, DE

Rev. Volodymyr Klanichka pastor of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 
will celebrate Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom at St. Edmond’s Roman 

Catholic Church, Rehoboth Beach, DE at 6:00 PM on 
Sundays: June 25, July 30 and August 27, 2017. 

(Last Sunday of the month during June, July, and August.) 

St. Edmond’s Roman Catholic Church is located on the Intersection of King 
Charles Avenue and Laurel Street, Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971. For more 

information, please call at 302 762-5511
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83rd Annual

Delicious food made by the sponsoring parishes (pyrohy, halushki, halupki, 
potato cakes, kielbasa, soups, desserts, & more)  Theme Basket Auction 
Vendors & Crafters selling traditional Eastern European items       View and 

Venerate the Icon and Relic of the Blessed Bishop +Mykola Charnetsky
Pysanky demos & classes  Games & fun for the whole family

Free Parking        Buses Welcome Free Admission        Rain or Shine   
Proceeds benefit the St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary

(Sorry…no outside food or beverages allowed)
www.seminaryday.org or Find us on Facebook: Ukrainian Seminary Day
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Це був чудово організований вечір парафіянами церкви 
Cв. Миколая з Great Meadow , NJ.

Дякуємо за родинність і тепло, яке було присутнє на цьому 
святі. Ми не відчували себе гостями, а однією родиною,  
котру об'єднує Церква. Це була чудова нагода привітати 
отця Євгена з таким світлим  святом, познайомитись з 
присутніми отцями,  поспівати українські пісні і отримати 
Благословення від Преосвященного Владики Івана Бури.

          Парафіяни церкви Св. Павла в Ramsey, NJ

Fr. Evhen Moniuk Celebrates 25th Anniversary of Priesthood

Bishop John Bura and Rev. Evhen Moniuk are 
greeted by children of the parish on Fr. Moniuk’s 

25th Anniversary of Priesthood

ВІТАННЯ З УКРАЇНИ

В віконечко голубка заглядає, вона від 
нас конверта дожидає,

Щоб до Америки злітати, отця Євгена 
привітати.

Голубку ми до хати запросили і всі її 
ласкаво попросили:

– Лети голубко з України до найріднішої 
людини,

Отцю Євгену вісточку неси і вислухати 
привітання попроси.

Великий дар Господь вам зволив дати – 
пастерем поставив між людьми,

І владу дав, щоб всім гріхи прощати і 
всіх вчинити Божими дітьми.

Тож хай Господь Вам щедро помагає; 
продовжить вік, примножить своїх ласк.
Нехай любові з неба посилає сьогодні, 

завтра і повсякчас!
В далекий край полинем молитвами, 

щоб бути в день річниці, отче, з Вами!
І разом Богові ми дяку складемо і  від 

родини шану віддамо!
                 

Родина Монюк з України
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Care Packages to Middle East US Soldiers / Year End Pizza 
Party: St John's Northampton PA

St John’s in Northampton 
PA - Catechistical 
Program ended with a 
Pizza Party on Tuesday-
April 11, 2017. Children 
and parents enjoyed 
pizza and homemade 
desserts and celebrated 
the end of another 
successful Religious 
Education Program.
 
Presiding over our 
prayers for the evening 
was our Father Roman 
Petryshak. His wife and 
son also joined our year 
– end celebration.
 
Our guest speaker was 
Specialist Robert B. 
George, US Army, 29th 
Infantry Division, 1st 
Battalion of the 116th 
from St Thomas Moore 
Parish in Allentown PA.  

Bobby returned from 
the Middle East safe 
and healthy after serving 
our country and wanted 
to personally thank our 
children for providing 
care packages, which his 
unit received in time for 
Christmas 2016.  Bobby 
and everyone in his unit 
were very appreciative 
of the food, clothing and 
personal hygiene items 
the children sent – in 
addition to the personal 
notes written by our 
students.  Their favorite 
gift was a huge supply 
of assorted baseball 
hats with many different 
logos that they all wore 
happily!  The Allentown 
Diocese also published 
an article in the AD Times 
on March 23, 2017 
regarding Specialist 

Robert B. George and 
the St John’s Religious 
Education & St John’s 
Parishioners who 

collected food, made 
care packages and sent 
letters to the soldiers!

Guest speaker Robert B. George, 
US Army, 29th Infantry Division.
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SUNDAY  June 25 

315 4th Street ,West Easton PA 
For more information 610-252-4266 

 
  HOMEMADE UKRAINIAN FOOD 
     PYROHY, HALUPKI, HALUSHKY 

      KIELBASA & SAUERKRAUT 
Homemade Baked Goods 

MUSIC AND DANCING 
 

 UKRAINIAN ARTS AND 
CRAFTS VENDORS 

 
TRICKY TRAY 

 
GAMES AND PRIZES 

 
UKRAINIAN CONCERT  

12:00-1:00PM  
      ALL ARE WELCOME ! 

12:00PM  to  7:00PM                       

   HOLY  GHOST                                                                
         PICNIC 

Jeff Bellfy & 
Company 

Jeff Bellfy & 

Company 

5:00-7:00PM 

The Golden Tones Polka Band 
1:00PM-4:00PM 

Pilgrimage for Peace
Transfigured by Peace

at
Holy Dormition Byzantine Franciscan Friary
712 State Rt 93, Sybertsville, Pennsylvania 18251

Sunday, August 6, 2017 : 10 am – 6 pm

 10 am  –  Matins
 11:30 am  –  Holy  Anointing  for  Healing
 1 pm  –  Divine  Liturgy  
 11 am - 1 pm  and  3 pm - 5 pm  –  Food  Service  and  Bake  Sale
 Confessions, Prayer, Gift Shop  throughout  the  day
 3:30-4:30 pm  –  Children’s  Activity
 4-4:30 pm  –  Spiritual  Presentation
 5 pm  –  Vespers

For more information, please email holydormition@gmail.com or call 570-788-1212.

Holy Dormition Byzantine Franciscan Friary is located on PA-93.  From I-80 exit 256, take PA-93 south.  The 
Friary driveway is just past the second traffic light, on the right.  From I-81 exit 145, take PA-93 north.  The Friary
is on the left at the next traffic light after Gould’s Supermarket.

O God-wise ones, let us be transformed and
raised joyously to the heights of virtue. 
Let us be conformed to Christ in faith
and rejoice! For He transfigured 

our human nature out of compassion.
(Vespers for August 8)

Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate Celebrate 125 Years of BlessingsSisters Servants of Mary Immaculate Celebrate 125 Years of Blessings
June IntentionJune Intention ::

Heavenly Father, throughout history wherever an
SSMI breathes, you have  Blessed them with generous, out-
pouring of love in benefactors who have becomeFriends,
neighbor and family to them.

Our benefactors give and continue to give of them-
selves; materially from what they possess, physically share of
themselves and their labors, prayer from pious hearts or finan-
cially from the wealth their means allow.

Through the intercession of Blessed Josaphata, may
they be blessed in return for all they desire from a loving and
generous God who has no boundaries in riches He showers upon
those who love Him unconditionally.  Amen.

Please Join Us as  We Pray:Please Join Us as We Pray: Blessed Josaphata, you  are
crowned in heaven with  the  praise  of  the  Blessed, intercede for us before
God for the grace we so ardently plead for the greater glory of God, honor
to Mary and peace throughout the world.

ЮвілейнийЮвілейний НамірНамір ССНДМ  - Червень:ССНДМ  - Червень:
Небесний Отче, протягом всієї історії, всюди де ди-

хають Сестри Служебниці, Ти благословляєш їх з щедрим ви-
ливом любові  благодійників, які сталють сестрам друзями,
сусідами і сім'єю.

Наші благодійники діляться самі собою; матеріально -
від того, що вони мають, фізично - частяться свою пра-
цею; молитвфми з благочестивих сердець; або у фінансо-
вому відношенні від свого багатства.

Завдяки заступництву Блаженної Йосафати, нехай
вони будуть благословенні в обмін на все. Нехай люблячий і

щедрий Бог який не має меж в багатстві, зливає  на тих, хто
любить Його беззастережно, усе що вони собі бажають. Амінь.

Будь ласка, приєднуйтесь до нас, у молиБудь ласка, приєднуйтесь до нас, у моли твтв і:і :
Блаженна Йосафато,  що  увінчана  в  небі славою блаженних, заступайся
за нами перед Богом про ласку, яку так гаряче просимо тебе, щоб усе спів-
діяло на більшу славу Божу, честь Марії і мир по всьому світі.



Veteran KYW NewsRadio Reporter and Anchor, 
Mark Abrams Receives Honors from Catholic Church, 

Boy Scouts of America

Philadelphia, Pa.—
The voice is heard by 
millions of radio listeners 
throughout the Greater 
Philadelphia area and 
Delaware Valley every 
week--“This is Mark 
Abrams, KYW News 
Radio, 1060.”

Mark Abrams, has 
been a reporter and 
news anchor for KYW 
Newsradio 1060 in 
Philadelphia for nearly 
20 years. Prior to KYW, 
he worked at the Reading 
Eagle for 18 years.

During the month of 
May, Mr. Abrams 
received several honors 
for dedicated service 
to the Catholic Church 
in the field of radio 
journalism and for his 
life-long commitment 
to the Boy Scouts of 

America since becoming 
an Eagle Scout in 1973, 
as a teenager.

On May 18, in Reading, 
Pa. as he was celebrating 
his 60th birthday, Mr. 
Abrams was presented 
with the National Eagle 

Scout Association's 
Outstanding Eagle Scout 
Award during the annual 
Eagle Scout Recognition 
Dinner of the Hawk 
Mountain Council of the 
Boy Scouts of America. 
The award is given to 
an adult Eagle Scout 
who has devoted himself 
to the service of others 
and continued in the 
traditions of the Boy 
Scouts of America.

A week later, Mr. 
Abrams was presented 
with The Cardinal Foley 
Award for Excellence in 
Communications during 
a recognition dinner 
held in conjunction with 
the World Day of Social 
Communications on 

Wednesday, May 24, 
at St. Charles Borromeo 
Seminary, Wynnewood, 
Pa.  He was also a 
panelist at the second 
annual John Cardinal 
Foley Symposium.

Over the years, he has 
provided many stories 
on the local, national 
and international levels 
concerning the Catholic 
Church.

In 2000, he covered 
the pilgrimage for 
the canonization of 
Philadelphia’s St. 
Katharine Drexel for 
KYW Newsradio.

Mark Abrams interviews Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka

(continued on next page)
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Veteran KYW NewsRadio Reporter and Anchor, 
Mark Abrams Receives Honors from Catholic Church, 

Boy Scouts of America

In April 2005, Mark 
traveled to Rome for 
KYW Newsradio, where 
he provided extensive 
coverage of the selection 
of Pope Benedict XVI 
following the death of 
John Paul II.

He has covered the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Philadelphia 
and prepared a podcast 
that was broadcast on 
the replica of the Shroud 
of Turin on display in the 
golden-domed Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception.  
He has interviewed 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka on several 
occasions, including the 
ongoing war in Ukraine 
and the canonization of 
Pope St. John Paul II.  
Recently, he interviewed 
Father Roman Pitula 
as cathedral rector, a 
position he assumed 
August 16, 2016.

Prior to the Supreme 
Convention of the 
Knights of Columbus 
in August 2015, held 
in Philadelphia, he 
prepared preview stories 
about the convention with 
Archbishop Soroka and 
Sir Knights George Koch 

and Ron Cubbage, both 
Past Pa. State Deputies 
and Past Masters of the 
Fourth Degree of the 
Knights of Columbus.

On Sunday, May 28, 
Mr. Abrams became 
a Fourth Degree 
Member of the Knights 
of Columbus during the 
119th Exemplification 
of the Fourth Degree 
in the Calvert Province, 
Pennsylvania East District 
conducted in King of 

(continued from previous page)

Prussia, Pa.

Metropolitan Soroka 
sent a personal note 
of congratulations to 
Mr. Abrams for being 
the recipient of the 
Eagle Scout Award, the 
Cardinal Foley Award, 
and for receiving the 
Fourth Degree Sir Knight 
degree of the Knights of 
Columbus.

During his acceptance 
speech of the National 

Mark Abrams interviews Fr. Roman Pitula, Cathedral Rector

Outstanding Eagle Scout 
Award, Mr. Abrams 
told the audience, 
including the 134 new 
Eagle Scouts of Hawk 
Mountain Council, "It's 
not about the awards, 
gentlemen. . . "It's about 
what you do with your 
life."  

Needless to say, Mr. 
Abrams lives by these 
words.
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Rev. Nestor Iwasiw at SS. Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, Olyphant, PA Celebrates 24th Anniversary
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On Tuesday, June 6th 2017 was the 24th 
Anniversary of the ordination of Rev. Nestor Iwasiw 
into the priesthood. A Divine Liturgy at SS. Cyril and 
Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church, Olyphant, PA. 
was celebrated in honor of this occasion on Tuesday 
at 8:00 a.m. The " Morning Liturgy Ladies" enjoyed 
breakfast with Father Nestor. "Father Nestor" as he 
likes to be called, is the pastor at St. Cyrils's since 
January 2009, after the retirement of Monsignor 
Stephen Hrynuck. Mnohaya i Blahaya Leeta!!!!

Photo (l to r):  Front Row Rev. Nestor Iwasiw, 2nd row Helen Pagnotti, Cherly Matuseweski, Marlene 
Zelno and Marsella Gawon; Back Row: Eileen Kushner, Dorothy Zinsky and Glenda Marcinko.
Photo by Lauren Telep

Pentecost 
Sunday in 

Northampton, 
PA

Pentecost Sunday at 
Saint John the Baptist 
Northampton, PA.  Fr. 
Roman Petryshak ministers 
to the flock at St. John's.  
Preaching and anointing. 
The Holy Spirit is in all of us.
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Pentecost Sunday at the Cathedral, Philadelphia

Fr. Pitula and Nicholas during the Homily

On Sunday, June 4, 
2017 a Children’s Divine 
Liturgy was held at 
the Cathedral.  During 
his homily during the 
English Divine Liturgy, 
Fr. Roman Pitula  said 
the Descent of the Holy 
Spirit, Pentecost, is 
considered the birthday 
of the church.  Fr. Pitula 
asked Nicholas, the Altar 
Server, how does he 
celebrate his birthday.  
Nicholas said he has a 
party with a cake and 
there is a candle on the 
cake.  

Fr. Pitula said by going 
to church, Jesus invites 
us to be His guests and 
join Him in a banquet 
(the Holy Eucharist).  

Fr. Pitula asked Nicholas 

why does he think there 
is a candle and not 
another object on the 
cake.  Nicholas said 
the candle means that 
Jesus is the light of the 
world!  Fr. Pitula agreed 
and said, “Jesus is the 

sun that shines for us!”  
The light on the candle 
symbolizes the sun and 
Jesus.  Fr. Pitula said 
we don’t know how 
much time we have in 
this world; we need to 
give thanks to the Lord 

for His blessings on our 
birthday and during our 
entire life.  Our birthday 
is a reminder to be 
thankful to the Lord for 
His blessings.

-Teresa Siwak

Panachyda for 
Major-Archbishop 
emeritus Lubomyr 

Cardinal Husar

After the Divine Liturgies on 
Pentecost Sunday, June 4, 2017, 
at the Cathedral, a Panachyda 
was offered for the late Major-
Archbishop emeritus Lubomyr 
Cardinal Husar.  On the tetrapod 
was a display for the late Major-
Archbishop.  May his memory be 
eternal!

Watch a video from the Panachyda at https://www.youtube.com/user/thewayukrainian/videos
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“Super 4th of July/Summer Barbeque Kielbasa Sale” – 
Orders Now Being Taken! 

 
In time for the July 4th Holiday and your summer barbeques, we are offering delicious Kielbasa Links 
and Rings.  Holy Myrrh-Bearers Eastern Catholic Church in Swarthmore (Ridley Township), in conjunction 
with one of the area’s well-known kielbasa makers, proudly announces the “2017 “Super 4th of July/
Summer Barbeque Kielbasa Link/Ring Sale”. We are offering mouth-watering, high quality kielbasa for the 
unbelievably low price of only $12.00 per ring or 4 links for $10.00.  To place your kielbasa orders, please 
email us at HMBChurch@verizon.net or call the church at (610) 544-1215 by Monday, June 26th.  Pickup 
will be between 10:00 am. and noon on Saturday, July 1st at our Church which is located at 900 Fairview 
Road in Swarthmore/Ridley Township, PA.
 

Come and Worship With Us During Your Vacation At The Jersey Shore!! 
 

 
 
For all who are vacationing during the Summer months in Wildwood Crest, NJ, the 
Ukrainian Catholic Summer Mission in Wildwood Crest invites you to come and worship 
with us! We celebrate the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom in Ukrainian (homily in 
English and Ukrainian) every Sunday evening at 6:30 pm from Sunday, July 2nd, through 
Sunday, September 3rd, 2017, located at: 
 

Crest Community Church 
5901 Pacific Avenue 

Wildwood Crest, NJ  08260 
 
Crest Community Church is located on the corner of Pacific Avenue and Crocus Road.  
For more information, please contact Father Paul Makar at 856-482-0938 (after August 
1st, please contact Father Roman Sverdan at the same number listed above) or Marusha 
Cyhan at 609-522-2811. We look forward to having you and your family spiritually 
refresh yourselves with us during your vacation at the Jersey Shore in Wildwood Crest! 
 

Summer Divine Liturgy - Wildwood Crest, NJ 



SAINT BASIL 
ACADEMY 
CARNIVAL 

June 21-23: 6-10 PM
June 24: 4-10 PM

Family wristband days 
are Wednesday, June 
21 and Thursday, 
June 22.

For more information, 
please contact 
Samantha A. at (215) 
885-3771. 

 
Saint Basil 
Academy

711 Fox Chase 
Road

Jenkintown, PA  
19046 

The Cooperative admissions exam (COOP) - Passaic, NJ

Clifton residents Gabriel Maksymiw 
and Adrian Baran (fourth and fifth 
from left) are among the seven 
of our eight 8th graders at St. 
Nicholas, Passaic, NJ, who scored 
in the 90th percentile nationally on 
the COOP high school exam in 
November. Both have attended St. 
Nicholas since Pre-K. Also pictured 
are (left to right) Orest Figol, Stefan 
Mychalko, Bryan Rivera, Konrad 
Leszczynski, and Alexander 
Zielonka. Seated are Math and 
ELA teachers Mrs. Tetyana Fedak 
and Mrs. Sonia Lechicky.

JUNE 11, 2017  25



End of School Year Events at 
St. Nicholas School in Minersville, PA 

Science Fair Winners from Grades 6-8 

The students of St. Nicholas School in Minersville, PA, once again participated in a School Science Fair.  
The Science Fair projects showed the creativity and initiative of the students.  The following themes 
were researched by the winners: Chemicals found in bottled water; best insulators; sunscreen 
effectiveness; how various liquids affect the rate at which rust occurs; the effect of hot tubs on blood 
pressure; effectiveness of various liquids on the cleaning of metals;  changing the color of live flowers; 
the use of energy by different types of light bulbs; and sugar content in various drinks. 

First Confession 

First Penance and Solemn Communion was celebrated at St. Nicholas with 9 children receiving the Holy 
Mysteries.  Pictured above are: (L-R) Row 1: Emma Bowers, Braydon Hill, Allan Evans, Ronald 
Peleschak,Eila O’Brien.  Row 2:  Ms. Carol Lauck, grade 2 teacher, Sr. Zenovia, SSMI, Religious 
Education Instructor, Sr. Natalya, SSMI and Fr. Mark Fesniak, pastor.

News from St. Nicholas School, Minersville, PA

JUNE 11, 2017  26



May Procession / Crowning 

	  	   	  
	  

	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	   	  

News from St. Nicholas School, Minersville, PA
(continued from previous page)
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The school honored the Holy Mother of God	   with	   the	   annual	   May	   Procession.	   Each	   student	  
presented	  the	  Mother	  of	  God	  with	  a	  carnation	  and	  after	  prayers	  and	  songs	  honoring	  the	  Mother	  of	  
God,	  this	  year’s	  Jr.	  Sodality	  President,	  Francesca	  Modica,	  placed	  a	  crown	  of	  flowers	  on	  the	  icon	  of	  
the	  Mother	  of	  God.	  	  This	  year,	  in	  celebration	  of	  the	  100th	  anniversary	  of	  the	  Apparition	  of	  Mary	  in	  
Fatima,	  the	  students	  prayed	  a	  rosary	  for	  peace	  before	  the	  icon	  of	  the	  Mother	  of	  God. 
 
 

Graduations: 
Preschool 

 
   

Twenty of the students enrolled in St. Nicholas Preschool Program graduated and will be attending 
Kindergaten in the Fall. 

News from St. Nicholas School, Minersville, PA
(continued from previous page)
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Kindergarten 

 
 
The thirteen members of the St. Nicholas School Kindergarten graduated and will be beginning first 
grade in the fall. 
 
Grade 8 

 
 
This year ten students earned their Grade 8 diplomas.  All are planning to go on the Nativity Catholic 
High School in Minersville.  Pictured above are: (L-R) Row 1: Olivia Springer, Francesca Modica, 
Rylee Rapali, Samantha Domlesky, Abigaile Yourey, Makenna Burke.  Row 2: Mr. Dave Holland, 
principal, Matthew Hamilton, Ryan Allar, Patrick Schuster, Nathan Trapp, Fr. Mark Fesniak, pastor, 
and Mrs. Kathleen Modica, 8th grade moderator. 

News from St. Nicholas School, Minersville, PA
(continued from previous page)
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The Triptych of the Nativity of Our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ in the Golden-domed 

Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 

In the Golden-domed 
Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception 
in Philadelphia, to the 
left of the iconostas is 
a large mosaic triptych 
which represents themes 
associated with Nativity 
of Our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  

This triptych was designed 
by noted iconographer 
Chrystyna Dochwat 
and complements the 
Resurrection of Our Lord 
triptych, which she also 
designed, and which is 
located to the right of 
the iconostas.

Many people are 
familiar with the Crиche 
or manger scene at 
Christmas which has 
the Holy Family, the 
shepherds and wise 
men, gathered under a 
stable, the floor covered 
with straw.

However, the eastern 
tradition is that Jesus 
was born in a cave.  The 
tradition that connects 
a cave with Christ's 
birth is very ancient. 
Justin Martyr (150 A. 
D.) mentions it, as does 
Origen about a hundred 
years later.

And the venerable 
Protoevangelium of 
James (ca. mid-2nd 
century) records:
And the Magi went out. 
And, behold, the star 
which they had seen 
in the east went before 
them until they came to 
the cave, and it stood 
over the top of the cave. 
And the Magi saw the 
infant with His mother 
Mary; and they brought 
forth from their bag gold, 
and frankincense, and 
myrrh.

And in the hymnography 
of the Church, we sing:

The Virgin today gives 
birth to Him who is 

above all being;  the 
earth offers the cave to 
Him whom no one can 
approach;  Angels with 
shepherds give Him 
glory, while Magi make 
their way with a star, for 
unto us is born a little 
Child, the preeternal 
God.  (Kontakion of the 
Nativity, Tone 3)

Since in the west, Saint 
Francis of Assisi is 
credited with creating 
the first nativity scene in 
1223 at Greccio, central 
Italy, in an attempt to 
place the emphasis of 
Christmas upon the 
worship of Christ rather 
than upon secular 
materialism and gift 

giving.  This popularized 
the concept of the stable, 
especially in the west, 
versus the tradition of the 
cave as the birthplace of 
Jesus Christ.

The dominant central 
feature of the three-panel 
mosaic is the icon of the 
Nativity of Jesus Christ.

The “cave of Bethlehem”, 
is mentioned as early as 
the second century in the 
writings of St. Justin and 
by the fourth century, the 
site had become the place 
of a beautiful basilica in 
Bethlehem which was 
and is still today an 

(continued on next page)
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important pilgrimage site 
for Christians. The cave 
itself in the icon is always 
depicted in dark colors 
or in black to indicate 
that the world that 
had plunged into the 
darkness of sin, through 
man’s fall, would soon 
be illuminated by the 
Nativity of Christ - “the 
light of the world”. 

The new-born infant 
Christ is found always 
in the center of the icon 
and cave, and as such 
is the true enlightener of 
mankind, through whom 
a new era begins in 
the history of mankind. 
This same cave, also 
foreshadows the cave of 
the “life giving tomb” that 
is found in the icon of 
the Resurrection. Christ 
thus begins and ends His 
earthly mission in a cave. 

The cave in the icon of 
the Nativity is situated 
in a mountain, symbolic 
of the wilderness, which 
gives a place of refuge 
to the Son of Justice 
and Truth in fulfilment 
of the Old Testament 
pre-figuration.  Covered 
are the heavens with His 
glory and with His praise 
the earth is filled” (Hab. 
3:3). True manhood 
and the human nature 
in Christ are received 

The Triptych of the Nativity of Our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ in the Golden-domed Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 

(continued from previous page)

from His Mother, the 
Ever-Virgin, and thus she 
figures prominently in the 
central scene of the icon. 

The Mother of God is 
depicted always in a 
reclining position on a 
childbed with a tranquil 
and peaceful expression 
on her face, and showing 
an absence of the usual 
suffering of child bearing. 
She is usually turned 
away from Christ, looking 
at the outside world, 
contemplating whether 
mankind will accept or 
reject the great mystery 
in which she plays such 
an important role. She 
as such has completed 
her unique role in God’s 
mysterious plan as the 
Birth-giver of God. The 
Eve of the Old Testament 
was the mother of all 
living beings; in the New 
Eve, the Theotokos, we 
now have the Mother 
of all those that are 
redeemed. 

Christ is depicted in 
a manger or fodder 
bin, wrapped up in 
swaddling clothes. The 
manger symbolizes the 
altar upon which the 
supreme gift is brought 
to mankind, the infant 
Christ who is to redeem 
mankind. The swaddling 
clothes in which He is 

wrapped points to the 
winding sheet of another 
cave, the sepulcher, as 
depicted in the icon of 
the Descent of Christ 
from the Cross and His 
subsequent burial in the 
tomb. 

The Gospels do not 
mention any attendants 
at the birth of Christ; 
however, the icon of the 
Nativity shows an ox and 
an ass either on the right 
or left side of Christ. The 
ox and the ass are also 
from an Old Testament 
prophecy: "The ox knows 
his owner and the donkey 
his master's crib" (Isaiah 
1:3). Sometimes they are 
shown near the Christ 
child, providing warmth 
from their breath.  These 
domestic animals are 

symbolic of faithfulness 
and devotion, as well 
as innocence in their 
relation to the Master. 
Thus it is not only the 
human world that 
accepts Christ but also 
the animal world that 
participates in the feast 
of re-creation. 

The figure of Joseph 
however, is far removed 
from the center of the 
main event he finds 
himself off the mountain 
or at the bottom of it. . 
Joseph is depicted as 
an elderly man, sitting 
in a contemplative or 
meditating position, 
turned away from the 
main event of the icon. 
Joseph is considered 

(continued on next page)
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the guardian of Christ 
and His Mother, thus 
he is pictured as an 
aged man compared to 
the youthfulness of the 
Mother of God. In his 
pensive stature, Joseph 
seems confronted or 
plagued by doubts about 
the puzzling mystery of 
God’s incarnation from 
a Virgin. The pose of 
Joseph indicates that 
the true fatherhood of 
Christ is through the 
Virgin and the paternity 
of the Holy Spirit. Often 
Joseph is confronted by 
an elderly shepherd or 
Satan like figure, always 
depicted in dark colors. 
This figure is the tempter, 
tempting Joseph into not 
accepting the miraculous 
birth of the Savior from 
the Virgin. 

The icon depicts a tree 
that runs up and points 
to Jesus Christ. This is 
the tree of the prophecy 
of Jesse, who was the 
father of King David in 
the Old Testament. This 
clearly marks the noble 
ancestry of Jesus who 
was born of “the tree 
of Jesse”. The tree is 
the "Jesse Tree" from 
prophecy, which says 
that a shoot will sprout 
from the stump of Jesse 
(the father of King David): 
"A shoot shall sprout 

from the stump (tree) of 
Jesse and from his roots 
a bud shall blossom. The 
spirit of the Lord shall 
rest upon Him" (Isaiah 
11:1-2). 

At the top of the icon, 
on both sides of the 
mountain, are found 
two groupings of angels 
who often are looking 
downwards, sometimes 
to the side or upwards. 
They serve a two-fold 
role. First, they are 
the messengers of the 
spiritual world bringing 
glad tidings to mankind 
and secondly, they 
are the true adorers of 
Christ’s birth, the “marvel 
of marvels”. The angelic 
hosts as such unite 
heaven and earth and 
together glorify the “new 
born King”.

At the top center of 
the icon the divine rays 
of the triune God are 
shown emanating from a 
nimbus with an extended 
hand.  In so showing 
this, the icon depicts 
that the Trinity - Father, 
the pre-eternal Son and 
Holy Spirit are at the 
heart of the event. The 
Incarnation is not only 
about the birth of the 
Son, but also involves 
the other two members 
of the Trinity because all 

three are of one and the 
same essence In another 
way the rays also refer 
to the divine star of 
Bethlehem that shone and 
provided the direction 
for all participants in the 
Incarnation event. 

There are only two 
Gospel accounts that 
refer to the Nativity of 
Jesus Christ—that of 
Matthew, and that of 
Luke.

However, the magi are 
only found in Matthew’s 

account of the Nativity.  
The shepherds are found 
only in Luke’s account.

The right panel of the 
triptych depicts the 
shepherds.  These are 
the first of the Israelite 
people – the Jewish 
people, to accept and 
worship the Lord. These 
shepherds are simple 
and ordinary citizens 
who hear the divine 
message in the course 
of their labors and fully 

The Triptych of the Nativity of Our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ in the Golden-domed Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 

(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)
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The Triptych of the Nativity of Our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ in the Golden-domed Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 

(continued from previous page)

accept the Virgin birth. 
The three shepherds are 
depicted as three ages—
elderly, middle-aged 
and youthful.

The left panel of 
the triptych depicts 
the magi.  They are 
depicted following the 
star, shining above the 
cave, and bringing their 
royal gifts to the Christ 
child in a poor cave. 
The wise men represent 
the humanity that has 
not been exposed to 
the Old Testament – 
often referred to as the 
Gentiles. The three wise 
men are usually depicted 
in three different age 
brackets. One is elderly, 
one is middle-aged and 
one is very young.

One of the extreme left 
is very young, one is 
middle-aged and the 
third one is an elderly 
person. Thus all ages of 
humanity are called to 
accept Christ. The wise 
men were the first fruits 
of the Gentile world to 
venerate and worship 
Christ. 

Their gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh 
also had symbolic 
meanings.  The first gift 
mentioned is gold. Gold 
is often associated with 

two things in the Bible: 
Divinity and Kingship.
Gold represents divinity 
many times in the 
scriptures. Therefore, the 
gift of gold from the wise 
men symbolized the deity 
of Christ. Christ is fully 
God.  Not only did the 
gold represent Christ’s 
deity, it also represented 
his kingship. Gold is often 
associated with kingship 
and ruling authority in 
the scriptures.

The second gift the 
wise men presented to 
Jesus was frankincense. 
Frankincense is an 
aromatic resin that is 
obtained by cutting the 
bark on a certain species 
of tree. The most popular 
use of frankincense in the 
Bible was the burning of 
incense by the priests. 
The frankincense that 
the wise men gave to 
Christ symbolized His 
priesthood. The Bible 
plainly teaches that 
Christ is our High Priest. 
He makes intercession 
for our sins, and He is 
the eternal sacrifice for 
our sins.

Myrrh is the third gift given 
to young Jesus. Myrrh is 
also a gum-like resin, 
similar to frankincense. 
It is obtained from a 
bushy tree. In the Bible, 

however, myrrh is most 
frequently associated 
with suffering and death. 
It was often used as an 
embalming fluid since 
the potent aroma would 
help mask the stench of 
a decaying body.  The 
gift of myrrh symbolized 
the suffering and death 
that our Messiah would 
face.

In summary, the 
triptych icon has much 
symbolism. The helpless 
figure in swaddling 
clothes represents the 
complete submission of 
Christ to the physical 

conditions governing the 
human race. 

The earth provides Him 
with a cave. The animals 
watch Him in silent 
wonder and humanity 
offer him one of its own, 
the Virgin Mother. The 
manger is like a casket 
and His swaddling 
clothes are very much 
like the linen he was 
wrapped in after His 
crucifixion on the Cross.

(to be continued)

Magi
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Apostolic Nunciature to Ukraine issued a statement on the 
reaction of the Vatican on so called "religious law"

21 May 2017
Some Ukrainian and Russian media circulated a statement of Archpriest Mykola Danylevych that Ukraine's 
ambassador to the Vatican Tetiana Izhevska was summoned to the Pope about "religious laws" and 
expressed concern about them.

Apostolic Nunciature to Ukraine issued the statement and informed that at various occasions, some high-
ranking persons at the Secretariat of State met the Ambassador of Ukraine to the Holy See to express 
concerns about the laws. Similar questions were raised by the Apostolic Nuncio to Ukraine archbishop 
Claudio Gugerotti with the representatives of the Ukrainian government.

https://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/catholics/apostolic_nunciatura/67054

 ENTHRONEMENT SERVICE OF THE MOST REVEREND 
BENEDICT (ALEKSIYCHUK):

Wednesday, June 28 at 6:00 PM: Great Vespers 
with Lytiya at the St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral (835 North Oakley Blvd, Chicago, IL 
60622). Immediately Following the Service Patriarch 
and Bishop Benedict will meet (open to all) with 
clergy and lay people at the Ukrainian Cultural 
Center (2247 W Chicago Ave, Chicago, IL 60622), 
for a general conference to discuss plans, share 
thoughts, and answer questions.

Thursday, June 29 at 12:00 PM: Hierarchical 
Divine Liturgy and Enthronement Service at the St. 
Nicholas Cathedral of the Most Reverend Benedict 
Aleksiychuk as the fifth bishop of the St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy. The rite of enthronement 
will be led by His Beatitude Sviatoslav, Head and 
Father of the UGCC. Immediately Following the 
Service Banquet at the Ukrainian Cultural Center 
(2247 West Chicago Avenue, Chicago, IL 60622). To 
order tickets please contact St. Nicholas Cathedral 
– Tel.: 773-276-4537.

http://www.stsophiaukrainian.cc/ourchurch/
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Pope at Audience: Hope pushes us onward

Pope Francis: The family, Europe's most precious treasure

June 1, 2017 

 (Vatican Radio) Pope 
Francis received in 
audience on Thursday 
members of the European 
Federation of Catholic 
Family Associations or 
(FAFCE).

The federation was 
meeting the Pope on 
the occasion of its 20th 
Anniversary.
FAFCE represents 
Catholic family 
associations from 14 
European countries and 
has participatory status 
with the Council of 
Europe.

Lydia O’Kane had 
an interview with the 
President of the European 
Federation of Catholic 
Family Associations, 
Antoine Renard who 
spoke earlier this week 
about this important 
anniversary and the 

challenges facing the 
family today.

In his prepared words 
to those gathered for 
this anniversary, Pope 
Francis said that the 
family was Europe’s most 
precious treasure.

He continued by saying 
that families were not 
“museum pieces, but 
through them, the gift 
is made concrete in 
mutual commitment and 
generous openness to 
children, but also in 
service to society.” 
Families, the Pope added, 
“are thus a kind of leaven 
that helps to make the 
world more humane and 
more fraternal, where 
no one feels rejected or 
abandoned.”

Crises in the family

During his speech Pope 
Francis noted that, “crises 

of different types are 
presently springing up in 
Europe, not least in the 
institution of the family.”  
But, he said, “crises are 
incentives to work harder 
and better, with trust and 
hope.”

The Holy Father noted 
four crises in particular 
that are affecting 
Europe at the present 
time, highlighting 
d e m o g r a p h i c s , 
migration, employment 
and education. 

He stressed that “these 
crises might find positive 
outcomes precisely in the 
culture of encounter, if 
different social, economic 
and political actors were 
to join in shaping policies 
supportive of families.” 

In conclusion, the Holy 
Father said that families 
had much to learn from 

the wisdom of their 
elders.
With this wisdom he 
underlined, “your service 
to the sacredness of life 
takes concrete form in 
the covenant between 
generations and in 
service to all, especially 
those most in need,... in 
defending the right to life 
of the unborn who have 
no voice, and in ensuring 
dignified living conditions 
for the elderly."

http://en.radiovaticana.
va/news/2017/06/01/
p o p e _ f r a n c i s _ t h e _
f a m i l y , _ e u r o p e s _
m o s t _ p r e c i o u s _
treasure/1316133

May 31, 2017

 (Vatican Radio) Pope 
Francis continued his 
catechesis on Christian 
Hope at Wednesday’s 
General Audience, 
taking as his starting 
point a reading from 
St Paul’s Letter to the 
Romans:

Rom 15, 13-14: May 
the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace 
in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope 
by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. I myself am 
convinced about you, 
my brothers, that you 
yourselves are full of 

goodness, filled with all 
knowledge, and able to 
admonish one another.

The Holy Father said that 
in light of the upcoming 
feast of Pentecost, “we 
cannot fail to speak of 
the relationship between 
Christian hope and the 
Holy Spirit.” Hope, he 

said, quoting the Letter 
to the Hebrews, can be 
compared to an anchor, 
but also to a sail; like 
an anchor it gives us 
security, but like a sail it 
pushes us forward.

(continued on next page)
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Pope Francis focused 
on the words “God 
of hope,” saying that 
God is not simply the 
object of hope; He 
also makes us “joyful 
in hope,” giving us 
here and now the joy 
of hoping, not just the 
hope of having joy in 
the future.

This joy comes from 
knowing that we are 
made sons of God, and 
His heirs. Repeating a 
constant theme in his 
preaching, the Pope 
said that “hope does 

not disappoint,” because 
the Spirit is within us, 
always pushing us 
onward.

But, he continued, the 
Holy Spirit does not 
simply give us hope. He 
also makes us capable 
of being “sowers of 
hope.” A Christian can 
spread bitterness and 
hopelessness, but one 
who does that is not a 
good Christian. Quoting 
Blessed John Henry 
Newman, the Pope said 
we must be “consolers” 
in the image of the Spirit, 

always ready to help 
those most in need.

The Spirit, he said, also 
gives hope to all of 
creation, and this impels 
us to respect the world 
God has created.

Pope Francis concluded 
his reflection by pointing 
once again to the 
Solemnity of Pentecost, 
the “birthday of the 
Church.” He prayed 
that the feast may find 
us united in prayer, with 
Mary, the Mother and 
Jesus and our Mother; 

and prayed, too, that 
the gift of the Spirit 
might make us abound 
in hope. 

h t t p : / /
en.radiovaticana.va/
news/2017/05/31/
pope_at_audience_
h op e _ p u s h e s _ u s _
onward/1315921

Pope at Audience: Hope pushes us onward
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