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METROPOLITAN STEFAN’S MEDITATION FOR THE 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF GREAT FAST

Our Great Fast 
Meditations have 
meditated on the 
sinfulness of living with 
feelings of entitlement.  
Today’s Gospel tells of 
how two apostles who 
blatantly asked Jesus to 
sit on either side of him 
when he comes into his 
glory.  It brought out 
feelings of animosity 
among the other ten 
apostles.  Is this not true 
of life – our life, when we 
strive for being regarded 
as in some way superior 
and thereby more 
entitled to life’s privileges 
than others?  It occurs 
among all of us, between 
people of all ages, 
ethnic groups and races, 
people with different 
levels of education, 
amidst hierarchy, clergy, 
faithful, and so on.  It 
causes dissension, envy 
and brutality amidst us.

Jesus was calling his 
apostles to a change of 
mind, to live with a new 
vision.  It was not easy 
for them to understand 
that greatness meant 
becoming a servant of 
others.  Like the apostles, 
we are slow to grasp 
Jesus’ vision of joy and 
peace, slow to accept 
the truth that sets us free.  
Can we grasp the hand 
of Jesus Christ with His 
promise that we will not 
walk in darkness if we 
follow Him?  Jesus taught 
that “whoever wants to 
rank first among you 
must serve the needs of 
all” (Mk 10:45).

Our Holy Father recently 
reminded us not to 
be hypocritical in the 
celebration of our faith.  
As we make plans for 
Easter celebrations, 
plan to make the entire 
journey with Jesus 

Christ, by participating 
in the Vespers and 
Exposition of the Holy 
Shroud on Good Friday 
and entering through 
His sacrifice into the 
celebration of Pascha, 
the glorious Resurrection 
of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  I urge you 

not to be hypocritical 
with God by choosing 
to enjoy the blessing 
of Easter foods and  
participating in Easter 
Sunday services without 
having entered through 
the door of Christ’s 
passion and death on 
the cross.  
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METROPOLITAN STEFAN’S MEDITATION FOR THE 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF GREAT FAST

The Gospel tells us of a time when Jesus returns from the mountain 
top to find his apostles baffled, helpless, and ineffective.  The apostles 
had fallen into despair and could not help the father with his ill son.  
Jesus later explains to them that this kind of cure demanded prayer.  
The apostles had been equipped with power, but needed prayer to 
maintain it.  Great Fast awakes us to rekindle our relationship with 
God through more fervent and steadfast prayer.  

Do we take our relationship with the Lord for granted, seeking Him 
when we are challenged or hurting, and presuming His presence in 
times of stability and joy?  Do we harbor doubts as to the power of the 
Lord’s help?  When coming face to face with Jesus, the father of the 
ill boy exclaimed, “I do believe!  Help my lack of trust!” (Mk 9:24).  To 
approach anything in the spirit of hopelessness is to make it hopeless.  
To approach anything in the spirit of faith is to make it a possibility.  
Participating within a community of faith which is vibrant in its prayer 
life is the surest way to ensure living in the spirit of hope.  Your parish 
offers the gift of growing and sharing in prayer life.  We come to 

realize the need for one another in our journey of faith.  We come to realize the power of Christ’s presence 
and His healing when journeying with others in shared prayer.  Rekindle your relationship of prayer with 
Christ together with your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ within your parish this Great Fast!

March 1, 15, 22, 29, and April 5
In the Byzantine Chapel (crypt level)

Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception
400 Michigan Avenue, NE

Washington, DC 20017
Sponsored by St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary

Wednesdays
5:00 PM

During the season of the Great 
Lent, the ancient discipline did not 
permit joyous and triumphant 
celebrations, such as the Divine 
Liturgy, and so the Liturgy of the 
Presanctified Gifts was introduced. 
It is a special service, a combination 
ofof Vespers and Communion and is 
traditionally celebrated on 
Wednesdays and Fridays of the six 
weeks of the Great Lent, and during 
the beginning of Holy Week.
Please join us in prayer this Lent!

Lenten Vespers Sunday, April 2 at 4 PM 
in St. Michael's Church, Jenkintown, Pa.

Great Fast Vespers will 
be sung the Fifth Sunday 
of the Great Fast Sunday, 
April 2 at St. Michael 
the Archangel Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, 1013 Fox 
Chase Road, Jenkintown, 
Pa. at 4 p.m.

Reverend Volodymyr 
Kostyuk, pastor will be the 
main celebrant.

Reverend D. George 
Worschak will be the 
homilist.

Priests will also be 
available to hear 
Confessions.

A social will follow after the 
prayer service.

All are invited and 
encouraged to attend 
these Lenten services, 
organized by the clergy of 
the Philadelphia Deanery 
under the direction of Very 
Rev. Msgr. Peter D. Waslo, 
dean.



APRIL 02, 2017  3

Lenten Vespers Sung on the Fourth Sunday of the 
Great Fast at the Golden-domed Ukrainian Catholic 

Cathedral in Philadelphia
On Sunday, March 
26 at 4 p.m. Lenten 
Vespers were sung at 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, 
Philadelphia, PA.    Father 
Roman Pitula, pastor of 
the Cathedral, was the 
main celebrant.  Father 
Roman Petryshak and 
Father Roman Sverdan 
concelebrated the 
Vespers Service assisted 
by two altar servers. 
Father Paul Makar 
and Deacon Michael 
Waak were among 
those who helped lead 
the responses to the 
service.  Father Ihor 
Bloshchynskyy, pastor 
of Annunciation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Melrose Park, PA was 
the guest homilist.

During his sermon, 
Father Bloshchynskyy 
offered a reflection on 
fasting.  He said that 
fasting is more than 
rules about meat, fish 
or giving up something 
for Lent.  First, fasting 
is a means of humbling 
ourselves.  Secondly, 
fasting is evidence of 
true repentance.  Father 
Bloshchynskyy also 
spoke about how the 
church commemorates 
St. John Climacus on the 
4th Sunday of Great Lent 

who wrote a book called 
the “Ladder.”  Father 
Bloshchynskyy concluded 
that our Lenten Fast is a 
time to practice humility.  
It is a hard world and it 
is easy to fall from it; but 
what St. John has to say 
is encouragement for the 

Father Ihor Bloshchynskyy

last weeks of Lent.  Do 
not be surprised if you 
fall every day.  Do not 
give up.  Stand your 
ground.  While a wound 
is still fresh and warm it 
is easy to heal.  But old 
neglected ones are hard 
to cure.  Many from 

long neglect become 
incurable; but with God 
all things are possible.

The Lenten Vespers 
Service concluded with 
a social in the Cathedral 
Hall.

Watch a video from the Lenten Vespers 
Service on our YouTube Channel.  

https://www.youtube.com/user/thewayukrainian

Photos: Teresa Siwak
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GREAT FAST VESPERS CELEBRATION IN FOX CHASE

On Sunday, March 19th, the Sisters of St. Basil the Great 
in Fox Chase hosted the Great Fast Vespers that are being 
celebrated each Sunday in the Philadelphia Protopresbyterate 
(Deanery). The Service was celebrated by the Sister’s chaplain 
and Protopresbyter (Dean) of the Protopresbyterate, Msgr. 
Peter Waslo. The responses were led by the area priests in 
Holy Trinity Chapel. The homilist was Rev. John Ciurpita who 
spoke of the Holy Cross and its significance for us during the 
Great Fast.

Besides the Sisters in attendance, various parishes were 
represented by parishioners who joined the priests and Sisters 
in glorifying Our Lord. The Mystery of Reconciliation was also 
availed by many as we continue our journey of deepening our 
relationship with Jesus Christ during this period of preparation. 

Following the Vesper Service, the priests and people were 
invited and welcomed by the Sisters to their dining room for 
fellowship and visitation. Sr. Dorothy Ann Busowski, O.S.B.M., 

Provincial of the Sisters of St. Basil the Great, greeted everyone on behalf of the Sisters. The guests were 
truly welcomed in the spirit of Basilian hospitality. 

The last Sunday of the Great Fast, Vespers will be celebrated at St. Michael the Archangel Church in 
Jenkintown. All are invited to join in prayer during this holy season.

Rev. John Ciurpita 
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Children at the Cathedral participate during the homily on the 
First Sunday of Great Fast: The Sunday of Orthodoxy

Children’s Divine 
Liturgy at Cathedral (1st 
Sunday of the Month)

On March 5, 2017 during 
both the 9am and 11am 
Divine Liturgies at the 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception, 
Philadelphia, PA; children held 
icons of the 12 Feast Days 
during Father Roman Pitula’s 
homily on Icons.

The first Sunday of the Great 
Fast is called the Sunday of 
Orthodoxy.  The dominant 
theme of this Sunday since 843 
has been that of the victory 
of the icons. In that year the 
iconoclastic controversy, which 
had raged on and off since 
726, was finally laid to rest, and 
icons and their veneration were 
restored on the first Sunday in 
Lent.  Ever since, this Sunday 
has been commemorated as 
the "Triumph of Orthodoxy."

The purpose of this feast is to 
pay solemn public homage 
and veneration to the holy 
icons of Jesus Christ, the 
Blessed Mother of God and 
all the Saints.  Services often 
include the clergy or the faithful 
triumphantly processing around 
the church, holding icons of 
their patron or parish saints.

Icons are venerated by burning 
lamps and candles in front of 
them, by the use of incense 
and by kissing.   

9 AM Divine Liturgy (Photo: Lisa Oprysk)

11 AM Divine Liturgy (Photo: Lisa Oprysk)
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Archbishop Stefan Soroka to Celebrate Holy Thursday 
Service in St. Josaphat Church, Trenton, NJ

Liturgical Rites Commemorate the Institution of the Eucharist and 
the Priesthood at the Last Supper and will include the 

Traditional Washing of the Feet of Twelve Priests

 
TRENTON,  NJ—On Holy Thursday, April 13, the Ukrainian Catholic Archbishop of Philadelphia, who 
is the spiritual leader of Ukrainian Catholics in the United States, Archbishop Stefan Soroka will be 
the main celebrant during religious services at St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church, 1195 Deutz 
Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey.
 
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka will celebrate the Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
together with priests of the Philadelphia Archeparchy.  The services begin at 10:30 a.m. and all the 
faithful are invited to attend.
 
The Holy Thursday service commemorates the institution of the Holy Eucharist and the priesthood of 
Jesus Christ at the Last Supper.  During the service, Metropolitan Stefan will consecrate the Holy Myron 
(Chrism) and will also perform the traditional Washing of the Feet of 12 priests reenacting the washing 
of the feet of His apostles by Jesus as recounted in the Gospel of John.  He will also be the homilist.
 
Since he became Metropolitan-Archbishop, Archbishop Stefan, besides conducting these services in 
the cathedral parish, has also conducted these Holy Thursday services in various deaneries of the 
expansive Philadelphia Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy, which includes eastern Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, Delaware, and the District of Columbia. 
 
The present pastor of St. Josaphat Church is Very Rev. Taras Lonchyna, who also serves as Dean of 
the New Jersey Deanery.
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THE THEMES OF THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. BASIL THE 
GREAT WITH VESPERS ON HOLY THURSDAY

Introduction
The Divine Liturgy of 
Saint Basil the Great 
with Vespers on Holy 
Thursday is one of the 
most significant liturgies 
celebrated during the 
liturgical year. Four events 
from the life of Jesus 
Christ are recalled: the 
washing of the disciples' 
feet, the institution of the 
Sacrament of the Holy 
Eucharist and the Holy 
Priesthood at the Last 
Supper, the agony of 
Jesus in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, and the 
betrayal of Christ by 
Judas.  

The Institution of the 
Eucharist
At the Last Supper in the 
Upper Room Jesus gave 
a radically new meaning 
to the food and drink of 
the sacred meal. He gave 
us His Body and Blood 
as the Holy Eucharist. 
"Take, eat; this is my 
Body. Drink of it all of 
you; for this is my Blood 
of the New Covenant" 
(Matthew 26:26-28).   In 
the Eucharist we receive 
and partake of the 
resurrected Christ. We 
share in His sacrificed, 
risen and deified Body, 
"for the forgiveness of 
sins and life everlasting." 
The Eucharist is the pre-
eminent sacrament. It 
completes all the others 

and is the entire economy 
of salvation. 

The Washing of the 
Feet
By washing the feet 
of His disciples, Jesus 
summarized the meaning 
of His ministry, manifested 
His perfect love and 
revealed His profound 
humility. The act of the 
washing of the feet (John 
13:2-17) is closely related 
to the sacrifice of the 
Cross. While the Cross 
constitutes the ultimate 
manifestation of Christ's 
perfect obedience to His 
Father (Philippians 2:5-8), 
the washing of the feet 
signifies His intense love 
and the giving of Himself 
to each person according 
to that person's ability to 
receive Him (John 13:6-
9).  During this Divine 
Liturgy, the hierarch will 
wash the feet of twelve 
priests, reenacting the 
washing of the feet by 
Jesus of His disciples at 
the Last Supper.

Prayer in the Garden
The moving events in the 
Garden of Gethsemane 
(Matthew 26:36-46; 
Mark 14:32-42; Luke 
22:39-46). dramatically 
and poignantly disclosed 
the human nature of 
Christ. The sacrifice He 
was to endure for the 
salvation of the world 

was imminent. In His 
agony He prayed to His 
Father, "Abba, Father, 
all things are possible 
to thee; remove this cup 
from me; yet not what I 
will, but what thou wilt" 
(Mark 14:36). Jesus 
offered His unconditional 
love and trust to the 
Father. He reached the 
extreme limits of self-
denial "not what I will" 
- in order to accomplish 
His Father's will. 

The Betrayal
Judas betrayed Christ 
with a kiss, the sign of 
friendship and love. The 
betrayal and crucifixion 
of Christ carried the 
ancestral sin to its 
extreme limits. In these 
two acts the rebellion 
against God reached its 
maximum capacity. The 
fall of Adam in paradise 
culminated in the death 
of God in the flesh. The 
death and resurrection 
of Christ rendered evil 
powerless.

The Consecration of 
Holy Chrism
On Holy Thursday at the 
Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 
the Great, from Christian 
antiquity, the Holy 
Chrism (Holy Myron) has 
been consecrated by the 
hierarch. It is a mixture 
of olive oil, balsam, 
wine and some forty 
aromatic substances 
symbolizing the fullness 
of sacramental grace, the 
sweetness of the Christian 
life, and the manifold 
and diverse gifts of the 
Holy Spirit.  Reference 
to the composition is 
found in the Book of 
Exodus, (30:22-33.)  The 
Holy Chrism is used 
for anointing a person 
with Chrism during the 
reception of the Holy 
Mysteries of Initiation—
Baptism, Chrismation 
and Holy Eucharist.
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2017 South Anthracite Deanery Lenten Confession Schedule
During the Great Fast, 
the priests of the South 
Anthracite Deanery visit 
neighboring churches to 
offer the Holy Mystery 
of Penance.  It provides 
an excellent opportunity 
for the faithful to receive 
the Holy Mystery of 
Reconciliation as they 
spiritually prepare for the 
celebration of Pascha.

The following is the 
visiting priests’ confession 
schedule for the parishes 
of the South Anthracite 
Deanery.   Confessions 
will be heard on the listed 
dates from 6 p.m. to 7 
p.m.  All Catholic faithful 
are invited to receive 

the grace of forgiveness 
through confession by 
entering the door of the 
confessional, the true 
Door of Mercy.

Monday, April 3
Assumption of the BVM 
Ukrainian Catholic Church
Centralia, Pa.

Ss. Peter & Paul Ukrainian 
Catholic Church
Mt. Carmel, Pa.

Nativity BVM Ukrainian 
Catholic Church
Middleport, Pa.

Transfiguration of Our 
Lord Ukrainian Catholic 
Church

Shamokin, Pa.

Tuesday, April 4
St. John the Baptist 
Ukrainian Catholic Church
Maizeville, Pa.

Protection of the Mother 
of God Ukrainian Catholic 
Church
Marion Heights, Pa.

St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church
Minersville, Pa.

St. Michael Ukrainian 
Catholic Church
Shenandoah, Pa.

Thursday, April 6
St. Michael Ukrainian 

Catholic Church
Hazleton, Pa.

Protection of the Mother 
of God Ukrainian Catholic 
Church
McAdoo, Pa.

St. Michael Ukrainian 
Catholic Church
Frackville, Pa.

St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church
St. Clair, Pa.

Confessions are heard 
from 6:00 PM until 7:00 
PM in each parish .

Sunday Devotions Schedule during 
the Great Fast in the Parishes of 

the South Anthracite Deanery
During this Lenten 
season, the faithful of 
the South Anthracite 
P r o t o p r e s b y t e r y 
of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia will 
continue the decades-
old tradition of gathering 
for Lenten devotions on 
Sunday afternoons in the 
churches of the deanery. 
During the services, the 
host pastor will also give 
a sermon.

The Lenten devotions 
begin each Sunday 
at 3 p.m. and are 
coordinated by the 
Protopresbyter Very Rev. 
Michael Hutsko and 

the clergy of the South 
Anthracite Deanery.  
After the services, a cake 
and coffee social is held 
in the respective parish 
halls. The proceeds from 
the weekly collection 
benefit the St. Josaphat 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Seminary in Washington, 
D.C.

5th Sunday of the 
Great Fast, April 2 at 
3 p.m.    St. Michael’s 
Church, Hazleton, Pa.

Flowery (Palm) 
Sunday, April 9 at 3 
p.m.  St. Nicholas Church, 
Minersville, Pa.



EASTER DINNER “SVIACHENE” CELEBRATION 
Scranton, PA – April 30th 

 

       
 
Father Myron Myronyuk and his Parish Family of Scranton’s Saint Vladimir 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church will conduct their annual Easter Dinner 
“Sviachene” celebration on Sunday, April 30, 2017, beginning at 12:30pm in 
the Parish Center at 428 North Seventh Avenue. Dinner will consist of 
borshch, holubchy, pyrohy, ham, kobasa, horseradish, rye bread, dessert and  
beverages. Takeouts available from 11:30am to 12 noon. 
 
Door prizes will be awarded along with a theme basket raffle. 
 
Admission: $13.00 adults; $8.00 children age 6-12; age 5 and under free.  
 
For reservations contact Maria Black at 570 503-1514.  
Advance reservations only - no tickets at the door. Reservation deadline is 
Monday, April 24. 
 
Divine Liturgy is celebrated on Sundays at 10:30am. 
 
Everyone is invited to our welcoming church and at our table! 
 
Chrystos Voskres! Christ is Risen! 
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THE PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION 
Your Ukrainian Catholic  

Fraternal Life Insurance and Benefit Society 
 

ATTENTION! 
Parishes, Charities, Societies   
Non-profits & Foundations 

1912 
Deposit Agreement Accounts                 Fraternity                                                                               
Paying           2017 

3.00% Interest Rate 
Guaranteed minimum rate of 3.00% for life of contract 

Rates will increase automatically when economic circumstances warrant 
Principal and interest growth guaranteed 

Providence Association 
Phone: (877) 857-2284    E-mail:  sales@provassn.com 

www.provassn.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Theme: 
Sisters Servants 

of  Mary Immaculate: 
125 Years  - 

Glory to God!  
Honor to Mary!

Peace to Us!

63rd Annual 
Holy Dormition     
Pilgrimage

August 12-13, 2017

St. Mary’s Villa 
Sloatsburg, NY

Mark your Calendar:Mark your Calendar:
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(continued on next page)

Save the Date 
 
 
 
APRIL 1ST  SYMPOSIUM ON BISHOP SOTER ORTYNSKY, OSBM SPONSORED BY   
   SHEVCHENKO SOCIETY.   MANOR COLLEGE, JENKINTOWN, PA  2-5 PM   
 
APRIL 9TH  PALM SUNDAY – DISTRIBUTION OF BLESSED PUSSY WILLOWS  IN PARISHES,  
   FAITHFUL ANOINTED. 
 
APRIL 13TH  HOLY THURSDAY – VESPER DIVINE LITURGY OF SAINT BASIL THE GREAT  
   COMMEMORATING THE INSTITUTION OF THE MOST HOLY EUCHARIST, WITH  
   THE CONSECRATION OF HOLY MYRON (CHRISM) AND THE WASHING OF FEET  
   WILL TAKE PLACE AT ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH,  
   1195 DEUTZ AVE, TRENTON, NJ AT 10:30 AM.  EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 
 
APRIL 14TH  GOOD FRIDAY – A MUST TO PARTICIPATE AND VENERATE EXPOSITION OF  
   HOLY SHROUD IN PARISHES 
    
APRIL 16TH  EASTER (GREGORIAN AND JULIAN CALENDARS) 
   RESURRECTION MATINS AND DIVINE LITURGY – YOU DARE NOT MISS! 
 
APRIL 21ST  CONCERT – MUSIC FROM THE UKRAINIAN SACRED CHORAL TRADITION  A  
   COMBINED MALE CHORUS OF 50 SINGERS OF CHOIRS FROM UKRAINE,  
   CANADA AND USA.  7:00 PM  - UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF   
   IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, PHILADELPHIA 
 
APRIL 23RD  HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY AND BLESSING OF NEWLY INSTALLED   
   ELEVATOR AND NEW SIGN AT UKRAINIAN  CATHOLIC CHURCH OF   
   ANNUNCIATION OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, MELROSE PARK, PA. 
 
APRIL 25-26TH   SPRING CLERGY CONFERENCE, UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC ARCHEPARCHY OF  

 PHILADELPHIA; SS. PETER & PAUL UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH,  
 BRIDGEPORT, PA. 

 
MAY 14TH  MOTHER’S DAY.  OFFERING THANKSGIVING FOR YOUR MOTHER IN PRAYER AT 
   CHURCH 
 
MAY 21ST  50TH ANNIVERSARY OF PRIESTHOOD OF VERY REV. MSGR. RONALD   
   POPIVCHAK, SS. PETER & PAUL UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, BRIDGEPORT,  
   PA  12:00 NOON. 
 
JUNE 18th  FATHER’S DAY.  OFFERING THANKSGIVING FOR YOUR FATHER IN PRAYER AT  
   CHURCH 
 
JULY 30TH  ANNUAL SEMINARY UKRAINIAN DAYS AT MINERSVILLE, PA 
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Save the Date
(continued from previous page) 

 
AUGUST 13TH  ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE OF DORMITION OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY,   
   SLOATSBURG, NY, SPONSORED BY SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE 
 
AUGUST 19, 20TH UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL AT UKRAINIAN HOMESTEAD, LEHIGHTON, PA 
 
AUGUST 27TH  2ND ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE AT ASSUMPTION OF BVM UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC  
   CHURCH, CENTRALIA, PA 
 
AUGUST 27TH  UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL AT TRYZUB, HORSHAM, PA 
 
SEPTEMBER 18-21ST UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CLERGY OF PHILADELPHIA RETREAT, LONG BRANCH, NJ 
 
OCTOBER 1ST  ARCHIEPARCHIAL PILGRIMAGE OF FEAST OF PROTECTION OF MOTHER OF  
   GOD, MONASTERY GROUNDS OF ORDER OF SISTERS OF ST. BASIL, FOX CHASE,  
   PA   DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM; MOLEBEN AT 4:00 PM 
 
OCTOBER 22nd  MOLEBEN, ANOINTING FOR HEALING AND VENERATION OF HOLY RELICS OF  
   BLESSED JOSAPHATA HORDASHEVSKA, SSMI, CELEBRATION OF 125TH   
   ANNIVERSARY OF FOUNDING OF SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE.   
   3:00 PM - UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION,  
   PHILADELPHIA, PA  
 
NOVEMBER 12TH HIERARCHICAL DIVINE  LITURGY CELEBRATING 400TH ANNIVERSARY OF  
   FOUNDING OF ORDER OF BASILIAN FATHERS OF ST. JOSAPHAT, 80 YEARS OF  
   MINISTRY IN USA AND 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF CANONIZATION OF BISHOP  
   MARTYR JOSAPHAT, OSBM.  10:00 AM – WARREN, MI. 
 
DECEMBER 25TH CHRISTMAS – NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST YOUR  
   PRAYERFUL PARTICIPATION IN LITURGY IS YOUR BEST GIFT TO JESUS, TO  
   YOURSELF AND TO OTHERS! 
 
 
 
 
 
  



(continued on next page)
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Assumption Catholic and Saint Nicholas Schools Retreat Day 
(Perth Amboy and Passaic NJ) 

Recently the seventh and 
eighth grade students 
of Assumption Catholic 
School, Perth Amboy, 
welcomed the seventh 
and eighth grade students 
of Saint Nicholas School, 

Passaic for a day of 
retreat presented by 
Father Paul Makar, the 
vocations director for the 
Ukrainian Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia. This 
day was the result of 

conversations between 
Father Ivan Turyk , 
Assumption Catholic 
and Father Andriy 
Dudkevych, St. Nicholas. 
Conversation led to 
plans, and plans led to 

reality. The retreat would 
not be possible without 
our wonderful 8th grade 
teacher Mrs. Mary Beth 
Pickering and 7th grade 
teacher Mrs. Donna 
Vattelana who worked 
tirelessly to make this a 
successful event.

Early in the morning, ACS 
principal Mr. Michael 
Szpyhulsky greeted 
Father Andriy, SNS 
principal Sister Eliane 
Ilnitski, S.S.M.I. teachers, 
and students. The day 
began with Divine Liturgy 
followed by the Stations 
of the Cross. Afterwards, 
students proceeded to 
ACS auditorium where 
they participated in a 
short activity to allow 
both schools to get to 
know each other. ACS 
students next took their 
new friends from SNS Father Paul Makar, Vocations Director

Vocations Website = https://www.ukrainiancatholicvocations.com
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Assumption Catholic and Saint Nicholas Schools Retreat Day 
(Perth Amboy and Passaic NJ) 

(continued from previous page)

on a tour of their school, 
while SNS teachers were 
given a tour by ACS 
teachers. The next part 
of the morning was spent 
in discussion with Father 
Paul where he spoke to 
students about being the 
best they can be and 
having no fear to follow 
God’s calling.

Before lunch was served, 
Sister Yosaphata, 
MSMG, ACS vice 
principal, showed the 
new best friends how 
to create beautiful 
pictures using only 
picture frames, sharpies, 
and paint. During this 
creative hour teachers 
and administrators also 
had some time for their 
own conversations. 
Students could be 
overheard discussing 
their schedules, activities, 
and daily lives with 
each other. Following 
a lunch of pizza, salad, 
and of course cupcakes, 
everyone involved took 

a group picture to make 
a permanent memory of 
the day.

The day continued with 
one more talk by Father 
Paul to reinforce to the 
students not to be afraid 
to follow their dreams 
as long as they kept 
God in their hearts. 
Father Ivan thanked 
Father Paul for his time 
and then everyone 
returned to the school 
to continue working on 
their masterpieces. 

As we know, all good 
things must come to an 
end. In what seemed like 
a blink of an eye, it was 
time for Saint Nicholas 
School family to get 
ready to leave for home. 
Final minutes were spent 
making promises to 
keep in touch. It was 
an awesome day with 
students from both 
schools expressing the 
hope of the beginning of 
a new tradition!
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2017 message for World Day of Prayer for Vocations

IS GOD CALLING YOU TO CONSIDER RELIGIOUS LIFE?

 I invite women and men who have given thought to considering religious life to meet with me, so 
as to help me understand thoughts and hopes cherished by candidates.  What are the perceptions of 
religious or monastic life today?  What are women and men considering religious life today anticipating 
from choosing consecrated life and ministry?  Are there challenges faced by potential candidates which 
we as a Church do not fully understand?  It would assist me to consider what I as Archbishop may 
facilitate to assist men and women to choose religious life.  I propose to meet as a group at a place, 
time and day most convenient to those who respond, or individually, if preferred.

 If you would like to participate, kindly send an email to my attention at ukrmet@ukrcap.org.  
Please provide your name, address, phone number, and indicate a preferred time to meet; that is, 
weekday or weekend, and time of day.  Your interest and information will remain completely confidential 
with me.  I will then suggest a time and place to meet most convenient to respondents. 

 Thank you for your anticipated assistance in helping me to understand and nurture God’s call 
to religious life today. 

Archbishop Stefan Soroka

November 30, 2016

(Vatican Radio) The 
2017 message for the 
World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations was released 
entitled, “Led by the 
Spirit for Mission”.

In the message for this 
54th World Day of 
Prayer for Vocations, 
the Pope reflects on the 
missionary dimension of 
our Christian calling. 

The Holy Father says that 
“commitment to mission 
is not something added 
on to the Christian life as 
a kind of decoration, but 
is instead an essential 
element of faith itself.  
A relationship with the 

Lord,” he adds, “entails 
being sent out into the 
world as prophets of his 
word and witnesses of 
his love.”

Even if at times when 
“we are conscious of our 
weaknesses and tempted 
to discouragement”, 
Pope Francis underlines,  
“we need to turn to 
God with confidence”, 
and he reiterates that, 
by "virtue of baptism, 
every Christian is a 
“Christopher”, a bearer 
of Christ, to his brothers 
and sisters."

In the message divided 
into three subtitles, the 
first being “Jesus is 
anointed by the Spirit 

and sent”, the Holy 
Father explains that, “to 
be a missionary disciple 
means to share actively 
in the mission of Christ.”

In the second heading, 
“Jesus is at our side 
every step of the way”, 
Pope Francis describes 
how “the questions 
lurking in human hearts 
and the real challenges 
of life can make us feel 
bewildered, inadequate 
and hopeless.”  But he 
goes on to say, “if we 
contemplate the risen 
Jesus walking alongside 
the disciples of Emmaus 
we can be filled with 
new confidence." 

In the third subtitle, “Jesus 

makes the seed grow", 
the Pope says that, “it 
is important to let the 
Gospel teach us the way 
of proclamation.”  “The 
seed of the Kingdom”, 
he adds, “however tiny, 
unseen and at times 
insignificant, silently 
continues to grow, thanks 
to God’s tireless activity.” 

Concluding his message 
the Holy Father underlines 
that, “there can be no 
promotion of vocations 
or Christian mission 
apart from constant 
contemplative prayer 
and he encourages 
this kind of profound 
friendship with the Lord, 

(continued on next page)
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“above all for the sake 
of imploring from on 
high new vocations to 
the priesthood and the 
consecrated life.”

The 2017 World Day of 
Prayer for Vocations will 
be celebrated on May 
7th.
 
Below find the 
English translation of 
the Message of His 
Holiness Pope Francis 
2017 World Day of 
Prayer for Vocations
 
Dear Brothers and 
Sisters,
            
In the last few years, we 
have considered two 
aspects of the Christian 
vocation: the summons to 
“go out from ourselves” 
to hear the Lord’s voice, 
and the importance of 
the ecclesial community 
as the privileged place 
where God’s call is 
born, nourished and 
expressed.
            
Now, on this 54th 
World Day of Prayer 
for Vocations, I would 
like to reflect on the 
missionary dimension 
of our Christian calling.  
Those who drawn 
by God’s voice and 
determined to follow 
Jesus soon discover 
within themselves an 
irrepressible desire to 

bring the Good News to 
their brothers and sisters 
through proclamation 
and the service of charity.  
All Christians are called 
to be missionaries of the 
Gospel!  As disciples, we 
do not receive the gift 
of God’s love for our 
personal consolation, 
nor are we called to 
promote ourselves, or a 
business concern.  We 
are simply men and 
women touched and 
transformed by the joy of 
God’s love, who cannot 
keep this experience 
just to ourselves.  For 
“the Gospel joy which 
enlivens the community of 
disciples is a missionary 
joy (Evangelii Gaudium, 
21).
            
Commitment to mission 
is not something added 
on to the Christian life as 
a kind of decoration, but 
is instead an essential 
element of faith itself.  A 
relationship with the Lord 
entails being sent out into 
the world as prophets of 
his word and witnesses 
of his love.
            
Even if at times we 
are conscious of our 
weaknesses and tempted 
to discouragement, we 
need to turn with God 
with confidence.  We must 
overcome a sense of our 
own inadequacy and not 
yield to pessimism, which 

merely turns us into 
passive spectators of a 
dreary and monotonous 
life.  There is no room 
for fear!  God himself 
comes to cleanse our 
“unclean lips” and equip 
us for the mission: “Your 
guilt has departed and 
your sin is blotted out.  
Then I heard the voice of 
the Lord saying, ‘Whom 
shall I send and who will 
go for us?’  And I said, 
‘Here am I, send me’” (Is 
6:6-8).
            
In the depths of their 
heart, all missionary 
disciples hear this divine 
voice bidding them to 
“go about”, as Jesus did, 
“doing good and healing 
all” (cf. Acts 10:38).  I 
have mentioned that, 
by virtue of baptism, 
every Christian is a 
“Christopher”, a bearer 
of Christ, to his brothers 
and sisters (cf. Catechesis, 
30 January 2016).  This is 
particularly the case with 
those called to a life of 
special consecration and 
with priests, who have 
generously responded, 
“Here I am, Lord, send 
me!”  With renewed 
missionary enthusiasm, 
priests are called to go 
forth from the sacred 
precincts of the temple 
and to let God’s tender 
love overflow for the 
sake of humanity (cf. 
Homily at the Chrism 

Mass, 24 March 2016).  
The Church needs 
such priests: serenely 
confident because they 
have discovered the true 
treasure, anxious to go 
out and joyfully to make 
it known to all (cf. Mt 
13:44).
            
Certainly many questions 
arise when we speak 
of the Christian mission.  
What does it mean to 
be a missionary of the 
Gospel?  Who gives us 
the strength and courage 
to preach?  What is the 
evangelical basis and 
inspiration of mission?  
We can respond to these 
questions by meditating 
on three scenes from 
the Gospels: the 
inauguration of Jesus’ 
mission in the synagogue 
at Nazareth (cf. Lk 4:16-
30); the journey that, 
after his resurrection, he 
makes in the company of 
the disciples of Emmaus 
(cf. Lk 24:13-35) and, 
finally, the parable of the 
sower and the seed (cf. 
Mt 4:26-27).
            
Jesus is anointed by the 
Spirit and sent.  To be 
a missionary disciple 
means to share actively 
in the mission of Christ.  
Jesus himself described 
that mission in the 
synagogue of Nazareth 

2017 message for World Day of Prayer for Vocations
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in these words: “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he has 
anointed to bring good 
news to the poor.  He 
has sent me to proclaim 
release to the captives 
and recovery of sight 
to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, and 
to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favour” (Lk 
4:18-19).  This is also our 
mission: to be anointed 
by the Spirit, and to 
go out to our brothers 
and sisters in order to 
proclaim the word and 
to be for them a means 
of salvation.
            
Jesus is at our side 
every step of the way.  
The questions lurking in 
human hearts and the 
real challenges of life can 
make us feel bewildered, 
inadequate and 
hopeless.  The Christian 
mission might appear to 
be mere utopian illusion 
or at least something 
beyond our reach.  Yet 
if we contemplate the 
risen Jesus walking 
alongside the disciples 
of Emmaus (cf. Lk 24:13-
15), we can be filled 
with new confidence.  In 
that Gospel scene, we 
have a true “liturgy of 
the street”, preceding 
that of the word and the 
breaking of the bread.  
We see that, at every 
step of the way, Jesus 

is at our side!  The two 
disciples, overwhelmed 
by the scandal of the 
cross, return home on 
the path of defeat.  Their 
hearts are broken, their 
hopes dashed and their 
dreams shattered.  The 
joy of the Gospel has 
yielded to sadness.  
What does Jesus do? 
He does not judge them, 
but walks with them.  
Instead of raising a wall, 
he opens a breach.  
Gradually he transforms 
their discouragement.  
He makes their hearts 
burn within them, and 
he opens their eyes by 
proclaiming the word 
and breaking the bread.  
In the same way, a 
Christian does not bear 
the burden of mission 
alone, but realizes, even 
amid weariness and 
misunderstanding, that 
“Jesus walks with him, 
speaks to him, breathes 
with him, works with 
him.  He senses Jesus 
alive with him in the 
midst of the missionary 
enterprise” (Evangelii 
Gaudium, 266).
            
Jesus makes the seed 
grow.  Finally, it is 
important to let the 
Gospel teach us the 
way of proclamation.  
At times, even with the 
best intentions, we can 
indulge in a certain 
hunger for power, 

proselytism or intolerant 
fanaticism.  Yet the 
Gospel tells us to reject 
the idolatry of power 
and success, undue 
concern for structures, 
and a kind of anxiety 
that has more to do with 
the spirit of conquest 
than that of service.  The 
seed of the Kingdom, 
however tiny, unseen 
and at times insignificant, 
silently continues to 
grow, thanks to God’s 
tireless activity.  “The 
kingdom of God is as 
if a man should scatter 
seed on the ground, and 
should sleep or rise night 
and day, and the seed 
should sprout and grow, 
he knows not how” (Mk 
4:26-27).  This is our first 
reason for confidence: 
God surpasses all 
our expectations and 
constantly surprises us 
by his generosity.  He 
makes our efforts bear 
fruit beyond all human 
calculation.
            
With this confidence 
born of the Gospel, 
we become open to 
the silent working of 
the Spirit, which is the 
basis of mission.  There 
can be no promotion of 
vocations or Christian 
mission apart from 
constant contemplative 
prayer.  The Christian life 
needs to be nourished 
by attentive listening to 

God’s word and, above 
all, by the cultivation of a 
personal relationship with 
the Lord in Eucharistic 
adoration, the privileged 
“place” for our encounter 
with God.
           
 I wish heartily to 
encourage this kind of 
profound friendship with 
the Lord, above all for the 
sake of imploring from 
on high new vocations 
to the priesthood and 
the consecrated life.  The 
People of God need to 
be guided by pastors 
whose lives are spent in 
service to the Gospel.  I 
ask parish communities, 
associations and 
the many prayer 
groups present in the 
Church, not to yield to 
discouragement but to 
continue praying that the 
Lord will send workers to 
his harvest.  May he give 
us priests enamoured of 
the Gospel, close to all 
their brothers and sisters, 
living signs of God’s 
merciful love.
           
 Dear brothers and 
sisters, today too, we 
can regain fervour in 
preaching the Gospel 
and we can encourage 
young people in 
particular to take up 
the path of Christian 
discipleship.  Despite 

2017 message for World Day of Prayer for Vocations
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a widespread sense 
that the faith is listless 
or reduced to mere 
“duties to discharge”, 
our young people desire 
to discover the perennial 
attraction of Jesus, to 
be challenged by his 
words and actions, and 
to cherish the ideal that 
he holds out of a life that 

is fully human, happy to 
spend itself in love.
           
Mary Most Holy, the 
Mother of our Saviour, 
had the courage to 
embrace this ideal, 
placing her youth and 
her enthusiasm in God’s 
hands.  Through her 
intercession, may we 

be granted that same 
openness of heart, 
that same readiness to 
respond, “Here I am”, 
to the Lord’s call, and 
that same joy in setting 
out (cf. Lk 1:39), like her, 
to proclaim him to the 
whole world.

From the Vatican, 27 

2017 message for World Day of Prayer for Vocations
(continued from previous page)

November 2016

h t t p : / /
en . r ad i o va t i c ana . va/
news/2016/11/30/2017_
message_for_world_day_
of_prayer_for_vocations_
released/1275815

Do you feel that the Lord’s presence in your life is guiding you to a life of dedication and service to 
Him and your fellow men and women?  As Catholic Christians, we actively seek God’s grace to give us 
direction in life and guidance to obey His will in our lives.  Our Lord calls us to different duties in our 
lives – this is what a vocation is all about!

Is God calling you to a life of marriage?  Or perhaps he is calling you to a life of celibacy?  Is he 
calling you to a life of service as a priest, deacon, monastic or layperson?  Only YOU can tell if God 
is calling you in your life!

 For more information, visit  the 
Department of Vocations website, located at 
http://www.ukrainiancatholicvocations.com .  

Vocations Icon



APRIL 02, 2017  18

Vatican Authorized Replica of Famed Shroud of Turin Will 
Be on Exhibit March 31 through April 6 at Ukrainian Catholic 

Church in Silver Spring, Md
 

Silver Spring, Md.-  
A Vatican-authorized 
full-sized replica of the 
Shroud of Turin will be 
on display at the Holy 
Trinity Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, 16631 New 
Hampshire Avenue, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 
beginningFriday, March 
31.  The Shroud will be 
available for viewing 
and veneration every 
day until Thursday, April 
6.
 
The Shroud of Turin 
Exhibit opens on Friday, 
March 31, 11:00 a.m. 
with an Akafist to the 
Passion of Jesus Christ 
sung in Ukrainian.
 
Exhibit hours will be as 
follows: Friday, March 
31-- 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.  
and 5 p.m. – 8 p.m.; 
Saturday, April 1-- 11 
a.m. – 7 p.m.; Sunday, 
April 2--  2 p.m. – 6 p.m;  
Monday, April 3  thru 
Thursday, April 6-- 11 
a.m. – 2 p.m. 5 p.m. – 8 
p.m.
 
An explanation and 
presentation about the 
Shroud will be held daily 
at 12 noon and 6 p.m.
 
The Liturgy of 
Presanctified Gifts will 
be celebrated at 7:00 

p.m., Friday, March 31 in 
Ukrainian. On Sunday, 
April 2, the Divine Liturgy 
will be celebrated at 
11:30 a.m. in Ukrainian.
 
Rev. Olexandr Dumenko, 
pastor of the Holy Trinity 
parish, extends an 
invitation to all to visit 
the church and view this 
full sized Replica of the 
Shroud of Turin.  The 
public is welcome.  For 
Group scheduling or 
more information, please 
call 301-421-1739. 
The church is handicap 
accessible.
 
" It is an honor for our 
Silver Spring parish to 
host this exhibit, but 
most importantly it is an 
opportunity for Christians 
and all people of faith in 
the region to experience 
this unique religious 
replica of the relic, which 
many believe to be the 
actual burial cloth of 
Jesus Christ,"  Father 
Dumenko commented.
 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka procured 
this 9th Vatican 
sanctioned replica of 
the Turin Shroud, which 
measures 14.3 feet by 
3.7 feet in 2010 for the 
Philadelphia Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of 

Philadelphia. 
 
The Shroud of Turin 
is the most analyzed 
artifact in the world yet 
remains a mystery. The 
14-foot long linen cloth 
that has been in Turin 
Italy for over 400 years 
and bears the faint front 
and back image of a 
5’10” bearded, crucified 
man with apparent 
wounds and bloodstains 
that match the crucifixion 
account as recorded in 
the Bible.
 
Millions of people over 
the centuries have 
believed it to be the 
actual burial shroud 
of Jesus of Nazareth. 
The historical trail of 
the Shroud trails back 
through Italy, France, 
Asia Minor (modern 
day Turkey) and may 
have originated in the 
Middle East according to 
botanical evidence.
 
A team of 24 scientists 
in 1981 concluded that 
it was not the work of 
an artist. They found no 
visible trace of pigment, 
paint or dye or other 
artistic substances on the 
cloth. Other discoveries 
have defied explanation 
such as why the image 
shows up as a positive 

image in a photographic 
negative. The image also 
contains 3-D or distance 
information indicating 
the cloth must have   
wrapped a human form 
at the time the image 
was created. The blood 
is AB positive with human 
DNA.
 
Archbishop Cesare 
Nosiglia of Turin, papal 
custodian of the shroud, 
said in his homily during 
the unveiling of the Turin 
exhibit in 2015, “We 
have put ourselves in the 
wake of generations of 
pilgrims” who come to 
contemplate the shroud 
and “it will do us good 
to feel like we are drops 
in the river that has run 
through the centuries of 
a humanity in need of 
God.”
 
“As it was for countless 
pilgrims over the 
centuries, the shroud 
continues to be an 
invitation to reflect 
on Jesus’ incarnation, 
death and resurrection,” 
he said, which in turn 
inspires and calls people 
to reach out to others in 
need. “The shroud invites 
us to never let ourselves 
be beaten down by evil, 
but to overcome it with 
good,” he said. 
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You are invited to an exhibit of a Vatican authorized replica of 
 

THE SHROUD OF TURIN 
 

Blessed by Pope Benedict XVI 
Touched to the actual Shroud of Turin in Turin, Italy 
 

March 31 – April 6, 2017 
At Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church 

16631 New Hampshire Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20905 
 

Exhibit opens on Friday, March 31, 2017, 11:00 a.m. 
With an Akafist to the Passion of Jesus Christ (Ukrainian). 

 
EXHIBIT HOURS 

 

Friday, March 31, 2017 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.  
And      5 p.m. – 8 p.m. 

 
Saturday, April 1, 2017 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. 

 
Sunday, April 2, 2017  2 p.m. – 6 p.m. 

 
Monday, April 3  thru Thursday, April 6, 2017 

11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
5 p.m. – 8 p.m. 

 
PRESENTATION and EXPLANATION OF THE SHROUD 

Daily at 12 noon and 6 p.m. 
 

DIVINE LITURGIES 
Friday, March 31, 2017 – Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts at 7:00 p.m. (Ukrainian) 

Sunday, April 2, 2017 – Divine Liturgy at 11:30 a.m. (Ukrainian) 
 

The public is welcome!  For Group scheduling, please call 301-421-1739. 
The church is handicap accessible. 
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“RESURRECTION: MUSIC FROM THE UKRAINIAN 
SACRED CHORAL TRADITION”

All are cordially invited to a sacred music concert, “Resurrection: Music from the Ukrainian Sacred 
Choral Tradition” to be held on Friday, April 21, 7:00 PM at the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception, 830 N. Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123.

This concert will feature over 50 professional and amateur singers from Canada, Ukraine and 
the United States and will led by one of the leading choral directors in North America, Michael 
Zaugg of Pro Coro Canada. This extraordinary performance is part of a concert series that will 
showcase the CD recording of a Resurrectional Divine Liturgy composed by Fr. John Sembrat 
OSBM and other timeless music specific to our Paschal services including music from renowned 
Ukrainian composers such as Bortniansky, Vedel, and Hurko.

The combined male chorus will feature singers from the following ensembles:
• Pro Coro Canada
• Boyan Ensemble of Kyiv
• Chorus of the Armed Forces of Ukraine
• National Philharmonic of Ukraine
• Homin Municipal Choir of Lviv
• Vydubychi Church Choir of Kyiv
• Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus of North America
• Axios Men's Ensemble of Edmonton
• Ukrainian Male Chorus of Edmonton

More information about the recording, concert series and tickets, including video and audio 
highlights, can be found on the website www.resurrectionalliturgy.com

Tickets can be purchased locally at the Ukrainian Educational & Cultural Center, 700 N. Cedar 
Road, Jenkintown, PA 19046 (215-663-1166).
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Shroud of Turin replica attracts the faithful to church in Reading

March 16, 2017 
By Ron Devlin 
Reading, PA

In the presence of a 
replica of the Shroud of 
Turin, believed by some 
to be the burial wrap of 
Jesus of Nazareth, Cindy 
Koretsky was honored 
and humbled Thursday 
night at Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Reading.

"That we can adore it 
and understand what 
Jesus went through is 
overwhelming," said 
Koretsky, 58, a Sinking 
Spring security guard 
who wept openly.

Koretsky, a lifelong 
member of Nativity 
church, was among about 
50 people who braved 
cold temperatures to 
bask in the warmth of 
grace emanating from a 
copy of the sacred relic 
housed in the Cathedral 
of St. John the Baptist 
Church in Turin, Italy.

In a church heavy with 
the scent of incense, the 
faithful welcomed the 
relic with an akathist, or 
exultation, to the divine 
passion of Christ.

The Very Rev. Andriy 
Rabiy, pastor, sang 
a Lenten liturgy 

accompanied by 
members of the church 
choir.

"In the shroud, we see 
the entire Gospel in one 
piece," said Rabiy, 41, 
who's been at Nativity for 
eight years. "It's the story 
of salvation. His death is 
the defining moment for 
Christians."

The shroud, normally 
housed at the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy in 
Philadelphia, will be on 
display daily at Nativity 
church through March 
28.

The Rev. Archpriest 
Daniel Troyan, the 
shroud's curator, 
explained the intricacies 
of the faint image of a 
crucified man stained in 
the linen cloth.

Troyan noted that the 
Vatican has not certified 
the image as that of Jesus 
Christ, though Pope 
Benedict XVI declared it 
the strongest vehicle for 
telling the story of Christ.

A c k n o w l e d g i n g 
interpreting it is a matter 
of faith, Troyan said: 
"If you presented the 
evidence in a court of 
law, there'd be no doubt 
it is the image of Christ."

Noting traces of blood 
(AB positive), wounds 
and even a crown of 
thorns in the image, 
Troyan said they are 
consistent with details of 
Christ's crucifixion in the 
Gospel.

"The man buried in this 
shroud was scourged, 
crucified and wore a 

crown of thorns," Troyan 
said. "Jesus is the only 
man in recorded history 
to have endured all 
three."

Set against the 
background of Byzantine 
iconography that 
includes the image of 
Jesus and the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, the shroud 
evoked spiritual emotion 
in church members.

Dorothy Koretsky, 
87, who was with her 
daughter Cindy, with 
whom she lives, needed 
no explanation.

A lifelong member of 
the Ukrainian church, 
she believes the Shroud 
of Turin is Jesus' burial 
cloth.

Father Daniel Troyan talks about the Replica of the Shroud of Turin 
in Reading, PA

(continued on next page)



APRIL 02, 2017 22

(continued from previous page)

"I wouldn't have missed 
this for the world," 
said Koretsky, who 
approached the shroud 
with the assistance on a 
walker. "It's like Jesus is 
here."

Barbara Nagle isn't 
Catholic, but she couldn't 
resist visiting the shroud.
"I have an intense 

interest in the shroud," 
said Nagle, 74, a retired 
operating room instructor 
from Cumru Township. 
"There is something 
mysterious about it."

Debbie Marco of 
Lebanon, who teaches 
catechism at Nativity 
church, recalled kneeling 
at the replica shroud 

and contemplating what 
Christ suffered when she 
first saw the shroud some 
years ago.

"It's very spiritually 
renewing," said Marco, 
55, a claims manager. 
"Coming during Lent, 
when you renew 
your spiritual life and 
relationship with God, it 

Shroud of Turin replica attracts the faithful to church in Reading

helps to strengthen your 
faith."

http://www.readingeagle.
com/news/article/shroud-
of - tu r in - rep l i ca-a t t rac t s -
the- fa i th fu l - to-church- in -

reading&template=mobileart

TEMPLE UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT VISITS METROPOLITAN STEFAN

Richard M. Englert, President of Temple University, accompanied by William Bergman, Vice-President 
for Public Affairs, visited with Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka on Thursday, March 16th, 2017.  
Very Rev. Andriy Rabiy, Vicar General, and Ken Hutchins, Project Facilitator and graduate of Temple 
University, participated in the two hour visit which included a visit to our Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception.  Our visitors were in awe with the beauty and sacredness of the golden-
domed Cathedral.  

The visit was very informative for both the university and for the Archieparchial officers, as they shared 
the history of both communities in Philadelphia.   Thoughts and propositions as to ways in which 
we might assist one another in our respective missions were considered.  Temple University and the 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral complex are on the doorstep of one another. The need to develop closer 
ties and cooperative efforts became apparent.    The visit was concluded with this picture being taken 
by yet another Temple graduate, Ms. Teresa Siwak, our editor of ‘The Way’.  The influence of Temple 
University in our community was evident and is appreciated.  
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Sister Bohdonna Podney falls asleep in the Lord at 
101 years old  (1916–2017)

Born in Chicago, Illinois, 
on January 9, 1916, 
Bohdonna Stephanie 
Podney was the 
daughter of Nicholas 
and Tekla Romanowich 
(Chaikovsky) Podney. 
The family, which 
also included siblings 
John and Laverne, 
were parishioners of 
Chicago’s Saint Nicholas 
Cathedral. 

Sister Bohdanna entered 
monastic life at the age 
of 17 (February 5, 1933), 
becoming a member of 
the community of the 
Sisters of the Order of 
Saint Basil the Great, 
Jesus, Lover of Humanity 
Province in Philadelphia. 
She made her first 
profession on August 28, 
1935. Two years later, 
His Excellency Bishop 
Buchko received her 
final vows.  

Soon after entering the 
Order, Sister Bohdanna 
embarked on an 
educational journey that 
was to shape the rest of 
her life and the lives of all 
those she lived with and 
worked with and taught. 
Almost immediately after 
entering the community, 
Sister enrolled at 
Rosemont College. 
The next step of her 
educational journey was 
the community’s House 

of Studies in Washington, 
D.C., where she attended 
the Catholic University 
of America and earned 
a BS in Chemistry. 
She followed this 
achievement by earning 
a teaching certification 
from Villanova University 
and then returned to 
Catholic University where 
she upgraded her BS 
in Chemistry to an MS 
in Chemistry. At a time 
when it was unusual for 
women to attend college 
at all, she was among 
the first in the community 
to pursue advanced 
doctoral studies (at 
Villanova University); her 
doctoral dissertation was 
entitled “Free Radicals 
from Perlargonia, 
P e n t a d e c a n o i c  
and Octadeconis 
Anhydrides.” But her 
interests included artistic 
as well as intellectual 
challenges; Sr. Bohdonna 
was also a certified 
ceramics teacher, 
holding a degree in this 
genre from Montclair 
State College in New 
Jersey. In later years, 
she continued to expand 
her horizons by teaching 
herself about the 
intricacies of the internet 
and other modern-day 
media. 
Sister Bohdonna’s 
ministries were as 
diverse as her education, 

but focused 
predominate ly 
on education. 
She served as 
teacher and/or 
principal at St. 
Basil Academy 
in Jenkintown, 
Penn sy l van ia ; 
at St. John the 
Baptist School 
in Pittsburgh, 
Pa., St. John the 
Baptist School 
in Newark, New 
Jersey; at SS 
Peter and Paul in Parma, 
Ohio; and at St. John 
the Baptist School in 
Northampton, Pa.. She 
later served as professor 
of Chemistry and Biology 
at Manor Junior College, 
which was founded by 
the Sisters of St. Basil the 
Great and is now Manor 
College. 

Sister Bohdonna served 
as Provincial Superior 
of the Jesus Lover of 
Humanity Province twice: 
a one-year term from 
1954 to 1955 and a 
five-year term from 1970 
to 1975. In 1981 she 
was appointed by then 
General Superior Sister 
Emilia Prokopic  to serve 
as foundress of a new 
Basilian delegature in 
Mississauga, Canada. 
This was a long-term 
assignment (1981 to 
2002) during which 

Sister Bohdonna found 
it prudent and expedient 
to become a citizen 
of Canada as well as 
a citizen of the United 
States, thus becoming 
one of the few people 
in either country to hold 
dual citizenship. Sister 
Bohdonna was also an 
active member of the 
Rosary Organization 
and the Ukrainian 
Foundation. 

After a long illness, Sister 
Bohdonna Stephanie 
Podney, OSBM,  fell 
asleep in the Lord on 
Tuesday, March 21, 
2017, just two months 
after celebrating her 
101th birthday. Visitation 
and Funeral Liturgy were 
held at the Holy Trinity 
Chapel on the grounds 
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of the Motherhouse of 
the Sisters of St. Basil 
the Great in Fox Chase 
Manor, Pennsylvania. 
Internment followed at 
the Sisters’ cemetery. 
Predeceased by her 
parents, her brother 
John Podney, and her 
sister Laverne Podney 
Arnold, Sister Bohdonna 
is survived by numerous 
cousins, nieces, 
nephews, grandnieces, 
and grandnephews. 

Among those who will 
miss this strong and 
remarkable woman are 

Sister Bohdonna Podney falls asleep in the Lord at 
101 years old  (1916–2017)

the Sisters of the Order 
of Saint Basil the Great, 
Jesus, Lover of Humanity 
Province, who worked 
with her and lived 
with her and prayed 
with her and learned 
from her. The eulogy 
delivered by Provincial 
Superior Sister Dorothy 
Ann Busowski, OSBM, 
underscored Sister 
Bohdonna’s diverse and 
far-reaching interests, 
her pioneering spirit, 
her eagerness to learn 
and teach new things 
and new concepts, her 
boundless appreciation 

for the universe and 
nature, an appreciation 
that propelled Sister 
Bohdonna to practice 
and teach conservation 
and respect for the earth 
we inhabit. Sr. Dorothy 
Ann also reminded those 
present of Sr. Bohdonna 
as a woman of foresight 
who, as Provincial 
Superior, mandated that 
all the Sisters under her 
charge should sign up 
for Social Security, a 
practice that was not 
universally adopted by 
other religious orders 
until much later. Sister 

Dorothy Ann also 
praised Sister Bohdonna 
as a fearless trailblazer 
“who led us through the 
challenges of Vatican 
II.” But the most telling 
comment in the eulogy 
focused not on the 
political nor pragmatic 
but rather on the human 
condition at its core: 
“You taught us the value 
of being cheerful and 
happy because you 
learned that unhappiness 
is determined not by our 
circumstances but by 
disposition.” 

Providence Association Donation

Msgr. Peter Waslo, Chaplain of the Sisters of Saint Basil the 
Great and Spiritual Director of the Providence Association 
presents a check for $5,000.00 to the Provincial of the 
Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great, Sister Dorothy 
Ann Busowski, OSBM.  This gift from Providence will help 
to cover renovations in the Eldercare Unit of the monastery 
which houses the elderly and infirmed Sisters.  The Sisters 
are grateful to Providence and will offer prayers for the 
continued success of the Association.  

Msgr. Waslo presenting check to 
Sister Dorothy Ann, OSBM

Manor College Set To Host Dialogue about Ukrainian Education as the 
Battlefront of Democracy - Featuring Ukraine’s Top Education Leaders 

On April 6, 2017 at 2pm Manor College, Jenkintown, PA, will host a dialogue featuring Dr. Serhiy Kvit, 
Alex Kuzma and Dr. Andriy Zagorodnyuk to discuss the most crucial areas of educational reform needed 
in Ukraine today. We invite you to attend Ukraine - Education as the Battlefront of Democracy on April 6, 
2017 to be a part of this incredibly important discussion about bringing much needed educational reform 
and programming to the people of Ukraine.   For more information visit:  https://manor.edu/ukraine/
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“What Rejoicing There Will Be!”  
by  Sr. Michele Yakymovitch, SSMI

Nearly a month ago, I 
moved into a new office 
(the room next door 
to my old one) more 
spacious, looks like an 
office, not cluttered, room 
to move around, as well 
as increased capacity 
for files and papers. I 
have my paintings and 
icons too! I was finally 
able to hang on the wall 
and admire one picture 
given to me as a gift.  It 
hangs right next to the 
wall switch and visible 
from my desk as well as 
catches my eye (anyone’s 
eye) as I leave the office.

The portrait is taken from 
Luke 15 – the woman 
looking for her lost coin.  
Very unusual compared 
to every other painting or 
icon in the office, but VERY 
APPROPRIATE I must 
say.   An elderly woman 
with her hair tied back in 
a bun and a full length 
old fashioned dress with 
full length apron covering 
the dress is seen bent 

over in a room with a 
broom in one hand and 
a simple coin in her other 
hand.  You, the reader, 
are probably wondering 
where all this is going 
and what purpose it has…

This portrait was given 
to me when the Sisters 
Servants began the 
project for St. Joseph’s 
Home to expand its bed 
capacity and expand 
the existing building to 
meet the needs of more 
elderly and frail people, 
to inspire me, encourage 
me, to pray with and look 
to this simple woman and 
her God for support and 
strength.

There are days that 
all those feelings and 
emotions come into place 
and other days it does 
not at all.  

To date, donors have 
been very generous, 
given of their means 
and some continue to 
give again and again as 
their means provide (like 
this woman in her simple 
lifestyle).  Unfortunately 
it is not enough.  It is 
not quick enough as 
time passes and prices 
continue to increase.  
Also another grave 
factor with which we are 
presently faced is the 
license for Assisted Living.  
Applying for this type of 

license (along with our 
adult care home license) 
would allow us to give 
additional specific care 
in areas we otherwise 
could not give, or are not 
licensed nor allowed to 
give in our facility.  We 
passed the application 
process and are in the 
final phase, which is 
the financial aspect, of 
the project.  Are we 
financially able to handle 
an assisted living section 
for the home and all that 
it entails and demands 
from the government?  

As St. Joseph’s Home 
appears before Albany 
in completion of this 
application, this is 
the reality we face.  
Financially we are not 
ready to build.  We are 
not able to raise the 
needed assets to move 
forward.  We are the 
elderly woman in scripture 
and in my painting who, it 
seems, has lost it all.  She 
is frantic, as I am, with 
time running against us!  
I need your help.  The 
Sisters Servants of Mary 
Immaculate need your 
help.
 
Recently we put out an 
appeal letter to many 
of you for your help.  
Many people responded 
for which I am deeply 
grateful.  Among the 
responses, one came 

from my hometown 
of Rochester, NY, and 
my home parish of St. 
Josaphat.  A gentleman, 
businessman and owner 
of a company sent me an 
email.  His offering is to 
graciously install in both 
the existing bedrooms 
and the yet-to-be built 
bedrooms, an emergency 
call bell system.  I know 
this is very costly.  I do 
not know this man for 
I moved away from 
Rochester and my home 
parish many years ago, 
but he has graciously 
offered from his means.  

What we hope to 
accomplish is not for 
ourselves and never has 
been.  In this year of 2017, 
St. Joseph’s Home along 
with the Sisters Servants of 
Mary Immaculate begins 
to celebrate seventy-
five years of caring, 
compassionate ministry to 
the elderly.  Throughout 
these years we have 
cared for not only our 
own infirmed sisters, 
before they needed to 
nursing home care, but we 
have also cared for men 
and women of Ukrainian 
background and of other 
nationalities as well.   We 
have ministered to not 
only the priests of our 
diocese but to Latin rite 
retired priests and sisters.  

(continued on next page)
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We care for the poor and 
less fortunate turning no 
one away because their 
funds are limited.  God 
has indeed blessed and 
graced their lives as well 
as our ministry throughout 
these 75 years.  Can we 
continue to do this?  A 
service that we are called 
to do to care for the 
elderly in this day and 
time.  Care for the elderly 
with dementia tendencies.  
Care for the elderly who 
are infirmed and lost in 
their weakness.  A catholic 
institution struggling to 
flourish in the midst of a 
society that finds it difficult 
at times to see the hand 
of God or recognize and 
acknowledge God in our 
midst.

I see myself as the 
woman of limited means 
struggling to make this 

dream a reality for our 
Ukrainian community of 
elderly as well as the 
elderly population that 
surrounds us.  Can you 
offer to do more?  Are 
you, like the businessman 
I spoke of earlier, 
that gives to us from 
his means?   Another 
Ukrainian gentleman who 
I am honored to call “my 
friend” has tried to keep 
costs down for us as he 
repairs our furnaces here 
at the Home (we have 3 
one new and two older 
ones).  He has been a 
lifesaver!  

Our goal is high and at 
times seems unattainable.  
That it is, when we 
work without God’s 
intervention.  When we 
think it is our work alone 
it is impossible.  When 
and only when we gather 

as one group, united for 
a common purpose, will it 
be possible to attain the 
impossible.  

We continue to forge 
ahead.  We strive to raise 
the much-needed funds, 
and to work on what is 
an immediate necessity.  
We are in the process 
of upgrading our fire 
alarm system, replacing 
units and bringing up 
to regulation, what is 
required.  An additional 
camera security system is 
being installed not only for 
more indoor areas, but 
for the outdoor perimeter 
of the building as well.  
We will always take care 
of the elderly under our 
care.  Unfortunately,  
there are times we are 
limited in what we can 
do.  

There are many ways 
you can help.  One 
way is to mark your 
calendar for our 
upcoming fundraisers: 

June 3 -- art auction 

September 30 - dinner 
and an evening of classic 
entertainment with Cher, 
Elvis and Marilyn Monroe 
impersonators 

also: GoFundMe.com 
https://www.gofundme.
com/stjosephshome

May God bless you for 
the generosity you have 
shown and given to us in 
the past that has helped 
us to live these 75 years 
of service to others!

(continued from previous page)

“What Rejoicing There Will Be!”  

Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate Celebrate 125 Years of Blessings 

Apri! lntention: Юзілеіtниіt Намір ССНДМ - хвіmень: 
_.}Р' oJ � Небесний Оmче, Тв�є Коло Любові має особливе мkце дляІ !t'avcnly Father, Your Circ(e ofLove had а very specia( ptace for

chilcl.ren. and you instiHed B[essedJosaphata with this same 
srecia( [ove. We pray with gratitude for being entru.sted 

'GГ ,І �J дітей.. Блажен.на Иосафаmа була втілена з цією же особ-

1 :. . . 

ливою любов'ю. Ми молимося. з вдюінісmю за довірено 
wi lh the spiritua[ and educationa[ formation of thousands
oj' chi[dren over the years and with the formation of chit
cl.ren today and tomorrow. Мау they a[ways wa[k, side Ьу 

v! A}'XOBHOt ma освітньо'( освіти mися.ч дітей. протягом
баrаmьох років і з освітою діmей. сьогодні ma в май.бут
нім. Нехай вони завжди ходя.mь, міч-о-пліч, з Тво·ем 
Сином, lсусом. side, with У our Son, J esus. 

P[ease Jotn Us as We Pray: B(essedJosaphata, 
you are crowned in heaven with the praise of the Blessed, inter
cede for us before God for the grace we so ardent[y plead for the
greater glory of God, honor to Маrу and реасе throughout the world.

Будь ла.ска, nриєднуttmесь д,о нас, 
у MOA1tm.вi: Блажен.на Йосафаmо, що увінчана в небі 

славою блажен.них, засmуnайся. за нами nеред Богом npo ласку, 
я.ку mак rаря.че nросимо mебе, щоб усе сnівдімо на більшу славу Божу, 
честь Марії і мир no всьому світі. 
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Olyphant Parish Donates Clothes To Needy 

On Monday, 3/27/17, the Volunteer parishioners of 
SS. Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church 
of Olyphant for their  "Church Community Service 
for 2017" , delivered 5 carloads/ truckload of 
clothes, that were collected over the week-end from 
the parishioners. They were delivered to the United 
Neighborhood Centers (UNC) of Northeastern Penna. 
410 Olive Street, Scranton.  This is the 3rd year of 
collecting clothes for UNC.

Photo: Left to Right: Parishioners John J. Turko, 
Kenny, Kosakevitch, with Maria Lopez of UNC, and 
Parishioners Michaelene Davies, Lauren Telep, and 
Jan Granza. Delivered the clothes on 3/27/2017 to 
United Neighborhood Centers of Scranton. 

Holy Myrrh-Bearers, Swarthmore, Pa.  holds 
Pysanky workshop

On Saturday, March 18, 2017, 20 people from around Delaware County gathered in a class room at Holy 
Myrrh-Bearers Church in Swarthmore, Pa. to learn the ancient art of Ukrainian egg decorating known as 
Pysanky.  This was the first class of this type held at Holy Myrrh-Bearers as part of their Ukrainian Heritage 
Preservation series.  Once advertised to the local community in Delaware county the class quickly filled 
up and a second class has had to be scheduled for April 1st.  

For more information regarding up-coming events sponsored at Holy Myrrh-Bearers please contact us at: 
610-544-1215 or email us at: HMBCHurch@Verizon.net.

Pysanky workshop in Swarthmore, PA
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“Lock-In” Youth Retreat

Over 60 youth, young 
adults, youth leaders, 
chaperones, clergy and 
consecrated persons 
from the Eparchy 
of St. Josaphat in 
Parma and beyond 
gathered together 
under the leadership 
of its shepherd, Bishop 
Bohdan Danylo, at St. 
Anne Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Austintown, 
OH on March 18-19, 
2017 for the 8th annual 
“Lock-In” Youth Retreat 
with the theme “To die 
for Christ means to live 
forever.” The retreat, 
planned by the Eparchial 
Youth Committee under 
the leadership of Fr. 
Lubomyr Zhybak, pastor 
of St. Anne Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in 
Austintown, OH and 

Holy Trinity Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in 
Youngstown, OH and 
coordinated by Deacon 
Myron Spak from Holy 
Trinity Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Carnegie, PA 
was an opportunity for 
the Eparchy’s young 
people to pray, reflect, 
meet others and take 
time to focus on their 
spiritual journey to 
Pascha.

The retreat began with a 
service project at Rescue 
Mission of Mahoning 
Valley in Youngstown, 
OH. The mission is a 
faith-based emergency 
shelter that provides 
food, counseling, 
support services, and 
Christ-centered outreach 
for disadvantaged 

men, women and 
children regardless 
of background. Jim 
Echement, the Mission’s 
Executive Director, 
welcomed the group, 
explained mission 
statement, and provided 
a tour of the facility. 
The youth were able to 
meet-and-greet many 
of the residents, learn 
more about the mission’s 
adult-education program 
offerings, and were 
exposed to a real-life 
example of ‘diakonia’ –
service to one’s neighbor 
– the overarching theme 
that the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church chose 
for the year 2017. The 
youth and adults ‘rolled 
up their sleeves’ and 
assisted in cleaning the 
cafeteria and helped the 

staff prepare lunch on 
that day for the residents 
of the mission. The visit 
to the Rescue Mission 
proved to be a great 
opportunity for the youth 
to witness faith in action.
The theme of the 
retreat was focused on 
martyrdom – specifically 
the New Martyrs of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church beatified by 
Saint John Paul II in June 
2001. Sister Ann Laszok 
OSBM, Sister Teodora 
Kopyn OSBM, and Sister 
Olha Mykhalyuk, OSBM 
provided insightful 
multimedia presentations 
on the lives of three of 
the specific Ukrainian 
martyrs, namely Blessed 
Vasyl Velychkovsky, 
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Blessed Nicholas 
Charnetsky, and Blessed 
Theodore Romzha. Prior 
to the presentation, the 
youth processed with 
the icons of the martyrs 
and displayed them 
reverentially in the church. 
The youth learned more 
about the witnesses 
and sacrifices of these 
and other martyrs in an 
engaging discussion led 
by Subdeacon Bryan 
Scotton and Seminarian 
Timothy Fariss from 
the Byzantine Catholic 
Seminary of SS. Cyril 
and Methodius in 
Pittsburgh, PA. The youth 
were encouraged by the 
seminarians to connect 
with the individual 
stories of the martyrs 
– identifying examples 
of exceptional faith in 
the face of persecution. 
Fr. Vsevelod Shevchuk, 
pastor of Holy Ghost 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Akron, OH, 
provided personal 
testimonial of his journey 
to the priesthood in the 
context of the martyrs. 
A clergy “Question and 
Answer” session was 
also provided and was 
met with humor, candor, 
and catechetical lessons.  
On Saturday evening, 
the youth participated 
in a Great Vespers 
service, celebrated by 
Fr. Lubomyr Zhybak 

with the responses 
led by Lisa Hladio, 
member of the Eparchial 
Youth Committee. The 
youth were also given 
an opportunity to 
participate in the Mystery 
of Repentance. Fr. 
Michael Kulick, a visiting 
Ukrainian Catholic 
priest from Parma, OH, 
provided an Examination 
of Conscience, helping 
the retreatants focus 
and prepare for their 
confession. Several 
priests from various 
parishes were present 
and accessible for the 
Mystery of Repentence, 
including Fr. Lubomyr 
Zhybak, Fr. Michael 
Kulick, Fr. Bryan Eyman, 
pastor of St. Athanasius 
Byzantine Catholic 
Church in Indianapolis, 
IN, and Fr. Dennis 
Arambasic, OFM from 
the Shrine of Our Lady 
Comforter of the Afflicted 
in Youngstown, OH.

On Sunday morning, 
the youth participated in 
the Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy, presided over 
by Bishop Bohodan 
Danylo, with the faithful 
of St. Anne Church and 
visitors and staff from 
the Rescue Mission, 
who had a moving and 
inspirational presentation 
prior to the Liturgy. 
Michael Spak, Christina 

Hlutkowsky, Nick Hladio, 
and Michael Levy 
provided the responses. 
In his homily, Bishop 
Bohdan underlined the 
importance of serving 
one’s neighbors, 
especially the less 
fortunate ones, also 
accentuating the fact 
that it was Christ through 
His cross that saved 
humankind.

The hierarch likewise 
thanked all that planned 
the retreat. Upon the 
conclusion of the Divine 
Liturgy, everyone was 
welcomed to partake 
in the luncheon in the 
adjacent parish hall that 
was prepared as an 
outreach project for the 
residents and staff of 
the Rescue Mission as 
part of the parish’s 50th 
anniversary celebrations 
this year. 

Many helped to make 
the retreat a success. 
Fr. Lubomyr Zhybak, 
Deacon Tom Bury and 
the parishioners of St. 
Anne Church provided 
a warm welcome for 
all of the retreatants 
and volunteers. Deacon 
Myron Spak coordinated 
the event, Diane Rogers, 
a parishioner of St. 
Anne Church, helped 
to organize all of the 
meals for the retreat’s 

participants, Nick 
Hladio served as Master 
of Ceremonies, Alex 
Lischak documented 
the event, Joseph and 
Michael Levy provided 
audio/visual support 
and, together with 
Michael Spak, helped 
with the registrations. 
Several others provided 
assistance with event 
logistics.

The 2017 “Lock-In” 
Retreat was a wonderful, 
prayerful, and engaging 
event for our youth. We 
pray for God’s continual 
blessings on the youth 
and the volunteers of the 
Eparchy of St. Josaphat 
in Parma, OH! The next 
eparchial youth Lock-In 
Retreat will take place 
March 3-4, 2017 at St. 
Anne Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Austintown, 
OH.

“Lock-In” Youth Retreat
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Genesis Readings for Fifth and Sixth Week of the Great Fast
Gen. 17:1-9, Gen. 22:1-18, Gen.43:25-45:16, Gen. 49:33-50:26

The Stories of Abraham and Joseph Are Retold in the 
Genesis Readings in the Presanctified Liturgies

In the readings from 
the Book of Genesis 
during the Presanctified 
Liturgies of the fifth and 
sixth week of the Great 
Fast, the stories of two 
figures who had a 
special relationship with 
God are recounted—the 
stories of Abraham and 
Joseph.

When Abram was 
ninety-nine years old, 
the Lord appeared to 
Abram and said:  “I am 
God the Almighty.  Walk 
in my presence and be 
blameless.  Between 
you and me I will 
establish my covenant 
and I will multiply you 
exceedingly.”  (Gen.  

17:1-2). Circumcision of 
the males was to be a 
sign of the covenant.

The name of Abram 
would now become 
Abraham and his wife 
Sarai would now be 
known as Sarah.

In both the Old and New 
Testaments, people who 
have found special favor 
with the Lord often have 
a name change.  Jacob 
becomes known as Israel.  
In the New Testament 
Simon becomes Peter 
and Saul becomes Paul.

God then decides to 
put Abraham to the test.  
He instructs Abraham 

to take his only son, 
Isaac and offer him as a 
burnt offering in sacrifice 
on a high mountain.  
Abraham was obedient 
to the Lord and was 
willing to sacrifice his 
only son Isaac on the 
wood placed upon the 
altar Abraham had 
constructed.

An angel of the Lord 
appears and says “Do 
not do the least thing to 
him.  For now I know that 
you fear God, since you 
did not withhold from me 
your son, your only one.”  
(Gen. 22:12).

By example, we see 
Abraham’s complete 

faith and trust in the Lord 
and willingness to obey 
his command..

We also witness the 
Father willing to sacrifice 
his only son.  The imagery 
prefigures what happens 
when the Son of the 
Father, Jesus Christ, 
is sacrificed on Good 
Friday for the salvation 
of the world.  The Father 
giving His Son for the life 
of the world.

During the final week of 
the Great Fast,  we are 
introduced to Joseph, 
who was sold by his 
brothers into slavery 

Abraham and Isaac 
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into Egypt.  Joseph was 
the son of Jacob, who 
became known as Israel.  
According to biblical 
tradition, Jacob fathered 
twelve sons, whose 
descendants became 
known as the twelve 
tribes of Israel.

Joseph entered into 
the service of Pharaoh 
as governor and was 
greatly favored by the 
ruler of Egypt.

When famine spread 
throughout the land, 
Jacob’s sons, at the 
father’s request went to 
Egypt to buy grain.

Joseph encounters 
his brothers who sold 

him into slavery and 
eventually he reveals 
who he is to them.

He made himself known 
to his brothers.  “But his 
sobs were so loud that 
the Egyptians heard him 
and so the news reached 
Pharaoh’s house.  “I am 
Joseph,” he said to his 
brothers.  “Is my father 
(Jacob) still alive?”  “I 
am your brother Joseph, 
whom you sold into 
Egypt.” (Gen.45:2-4).

Chapter 50 concludes 
the Book of Genesis 
where Joseph and his 
brothers embalm and 
bury his father Jacob, in 
Canaan, after mourning 
for seven days.  After 

Jacob

The Stories of Abraham and Joseph Are Retold in the 
Genesis Readings in the Presanctified Liturgies

Joseph

burial he and his brothers 
returned to Egypt.  The 
death of Joseph at the 
age of one hundred and 
ten is the final event in 
the Book of Genesis

This reading during 
Friday evening of the 
Sixth Week of the Great 
Fast is also the conclusion 
of the Great Fast.

Great or Holy Week is a 
separate time of spiritual 
preparation and fasting.  
It is not part of the Great 
Fast.

However, the stage is set 
for what will unfold during 
Holy Week, when the 

readings will be from the 
Book of Exodus and the 
story of how the Hebrew 
remnant in Egypt would 
eventually be led out of 
the captivity of Pharaoh 
by Moses, crossing the 
Red Sea and journeying 
toward the Promised 
Land.
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An Explanation of the Features of the Iconostas 
in the Golden-domed Cathedral of the 

Immaculate Conception

One of the dominant 
features of the interior 
of the Golden-domed 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral of the 
Immacualte Conception 
in Philadelphia is the 
full iconostas, which 
was designed by 
iconographer Chrystyna 
Dochwat.

The iconostas is the 
most distinctive feature 
in all Byzantine churches 
Catholic and Orthodox.  
It is situated between 
the sanctuary and the 
nave on the solea and 

expresses the unity 
between God an man 
through Jesus Christ, 
who is true God and 
true man.

The central feature is 
the royal doors, which 
symbolically are the 
doors of the Heavenly 
kingdom.  On the royal 
doors are usually the 
icon of the annunciation, 
Gabriel announcing to 
Mary, that she would 
be the Mother of God.  
Also on the royal doors 
are icons of the four 
evangelists, Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John.

From the sancutary, 
through the royal doors, 
the faithful receive the 
Word of God through 
the Gospel and the 
Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ, the Holy Mysteries 
through the Eucharist.

As we face the royal 
doors, on the left is 
placed the Mother of 
God holding the infant 
Jesus Christ.  In a sense, 
this icon represents the 
frist coming of Our Lord.
To the right of the royal 

doors is the Icon of Jesus 
Christ.  Sometimes this is 
interpreted as his Second 
Coming with the Book of 
Life, the Alpha and the 
Omega.

We are now living in 
the time between the 
first coming and the 
second coming and we 
prepare for the second 
coming by hearing the 
Word of God and being 
nourished with the Holy 
Eucharist.

(continued on next page)



His icon stands on the 
right side of the central 
or royal doors, so called 
because Jesus, with His 
teachings ("I am the 
way") and his sacrifice, 

reopened for us the 
gates of the Kingdom of 
heaven.

To the left of the royal 
doors, as we face the 

An Explanation of the Features of the Iconostas in the 
Golden-domed Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception

(continued from previous page)

Chrystyna Dochwat, iconographer, cleaned 
and restored four of the main icons on the 
Cathedral’s iconostas and helped with the 
installation of the icons on June 2, 2015. The 
four newly restored icons of St. Nicholas, 
the Mother of God, Jesus, and St. John the 
Baptist were originally painted in 1981. 
Chrystyna Dochwat said over time incense 
from the cadillo and so forth accumulates on 
the paintings. 

iconostas, is placed the 
icon of the Mother of 
God. 

Next to the icons of 
Jesus and Mary are 
the deacons' doors, 
called also north and 
south doors because 
traditionally the 
sanctuary of the church 
is usually facing the East, 
the direction from which 
salvation comes. On 
these two side deacon 
doors, used mostly by 
the deacon, are placed 
the icons of St. Stephen, 
the first martyr, and in 
the  cathedral Archangel 
Michael.  Beyond the 
deacons' doors are 
usually the icons of 
the patron saint of the 
church and St. Nicholas, 
Archbishop of Myra in 
Lycia, the Wonderworker, 
who is very popular 
and venerated in the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church and most of the 
churches in the East.  In 
the cathedral the icon 
of St. John the Baptist 
is placed to the far right 
rather than the patron 
saint of the saint.

Four icons from the 
Old Testament are 
situated below the four 
main icons:  Abel and 
Cain offering sacrifices, 
Meeting of Abraham and 

Melchizedek, Abraham 
offering the ram instead 
of Isaac, afer being 
tested by God, and the 
Tabernacle of Moses.

Above the four main 
icons are 12 circular 
icons of the feastdays of 
the church:  the Nativity 
of the Mother of God, 
the Presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, 
the Annunciation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, 
the Nativity of Jesus, 
the Presentation of Our 
Lord in the Temple, 
the Theophany--the 
Baptism of Our Lord, 
the Transfiguration of 
Our Lord, the Entrance 
into Jerusalem, the 
Resurrection of Our Lord, 
the Ascension, Pentecost-
-the Descent of the Holy 
Spirit,  and the Dormition 
of the Mother of God.
On the left and right 
sides are icons of the 
Holy Apostles:  St. 
Mark, St. Matthew, St. 
Bartholomew, St. Philip, 
St. Andrew, St. Peter, St. 
Luke, St. John, St. James. 
St. Simeon, St. Thomas 
and St. Paul.

Circular icons at the 
uppermost row present 
the Old Testament  

(continued on next page)
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prophets:  Zechariah, 
Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Elisha, 
Saul, Moses, David, 
Elijah, Josiah, Isaiah, 
Daniel and Habakkuk.
At the highest level in 
the center is an icon of  
Christ enthroned placed 
above an icon of the 
Last Supper.

During the 8th and 9th 
centuries, the bitter 
iconoclast controversy 
caused discord and 
turmoil in the church.

On February 19, 842, the 
First Sunday of Lent, the 
icons were brought back 

An Explanation of the Features of the Iconostas in the 
Golden-domed Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception

(continued from previous page)

to the churches in solemn 
procession after the 
iconoclast controversy 
was resolved.   Today, the 
First Sunday of the Great 
Fast is still observed by 
Eastern Churches which 
follow the Byzantine 
tradition  as the Sunday 
of Orthodoxy or the 
Sunday of the Holy Icons 
and often processions 
with icons are held in the 
churches.

The iconostas is one 
of the most distinctive 
liturgical appointments 
in our churches.  The 
icons relate the story of 

Chrystyna Dochwat, 
iconographer, helping to 

re-install the restored icon 
of St. John the Baptist on 
the Cathedral Iconostas in 

2015.

Eastern Catholic Bishops of the United States Meet in St. Louis
On Wednesday and 
Thursday, March 29-
30, 2017 the Eastern 
Catholic Bishops of the 
United States of America 
gathered for their semi-
annual meeting at the 
Maronite Center in 
St. Louis, MO. At the 
conference Metropolitan 
Stefan Soroka, Bishops 
Paul Chomnycky, 
Bohdan Danylo and 
John Bura represented 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church.

Bishops meet twice a year to discuss important pastoral issue in the life of the Church in the U.S.A. During 
the Spring meeting bishops heard a report on the Catholic Relief Services, have presentations on the Vibrant 
parish – a place to encounter the living Christ , discussed activities of Eastern Catholic Eparchial Directors 
of Religious Education, in the area of catechesis and religious education, and planned for future Eastern 
Catholic events and seminars in United States.

salvation. They 
remind us of 
both the Old and 
New Testament 
i n d i v i d u a l s 
who played a 
significant role 
in the history of 
salvation.  They 
also remind 
us that our 
churches are 
"Heaven on 
earth" where we 
"lay aside all 
cares of life."

(to be continued)
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SELF-SACRIFICIAL LOVE
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It was recently reported 
on a Christian radio 
program that when 
questioned 60% of 
baptized Christians say 
that they believe in Christ.  
Of these, however, 
only 10% say that they 
actually live according 
to Christ and His gospel 
message. That is why 
when speaking about 
”self-sacrificial love”, 
let us not consider it as 
an isolated act or acts, 
but a lifestyle attitude, a 
decision and way of life.  
That is, something at the 
very core of one’s being 
– a spirit manifesting 
itself concretely in action. 

In a word, God is LOVE.  
God so loved the world 
that He sent His only-
begotten Son into the 
world to save us from 
sin. Jesus Christ loved us 
so much that He willingly 
suffered and died on 
the cross for all of us.  
He became one like us 
in all things, except for 
sin. Christ Himself tells 
us that “No one has a 
greater love than this, to 
lay down one’s life for 
his friends.” (John 15:13)

Thus, the cross of Christ 
is the culmination of 
God’s saving acts for 
His people.  When 
Adam and Eve of their 
own free will decided to 
not listen to God and 
had fallen into sin, God 

did not abandon His 
own creation forever. 
Although this falling 
into sin had immediate 
consequences – Adam 
and Eve were driven 
out of the Garden of 
Paradise, man had to 
work by the sweat of his 
brow and woman would 
in pain give birth to 
their children, there was 
also the promise: One 
day God would send 
a Messiah, Redeemer, 
Deliverer from sin and 
all the evil effects of sin.   

Throughout Sacred 
Scriptures, we hear of 
God’s love and mercy 
for all humankind.  We 
read of God’s steadfast 
love and remaining 
faithful to the covenant 
with His Chosen people.  
The Bible is not an 
ordinary book, for it 
contains the Word of 
God, a saving word, an 
eternal word, which is to 
be passed on from one 
generation to the next.  
Although written by 
human hands, the author 
is God Himself.  God 
had inspired various 
individuals as to the 
truths of the faith.  The 
Holy Spirit is the source, 
the author.  It is under 
the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit that we have 
the books of Sacred 
Scripture, which we can 
read and study and learn 
the truths of our faith.

God throughout the Old 
Testament was forming 
the Israelites into His 
Chosen people.  He sent 
to them many a leader 
who sought that they 
acknowledge the one, 
true God and that they 
live according to the 
commandments, the law 
given by God to Moses.  
They were called to turn 
away from the sin of 
idolatry and to worship 
alone the one true God.  
God’s love remained 
steadfast even when His 
own people rejected Him 
and fell into serious sin.  
When hardly a noble 
man could be found on 
the face of the earth, 
God in His love rescued, 
saved Noah and his 
family from the Flood. 
It was the same God 
Who saved Daniel in the 
lion’s den and rescued 
the three youths from 
the fiery furnace.  The 
God of mercy and love 
forgave the repentant 
David of his terrible sins 
of adultery and murder.   

.In the centuries prior to 
the birth of the Messiah, 
God sent Prophets to 
be His messengers, to 
relay the Word of God 
to others, even when 
unpopular and would 
lead to rejection and 
great suffering., Some of 
the prophets were stoned 
to death, not out of love, 
but hatred and rejection. 

They were indeed 
selfless not self-seeking, 
but willing to suffer and 
die in order to remain 
faithful and true to their 
calling.  The word they 
spoke was not their own.  
They spoke the inspired 
Word of God. 
 
The theme of their 
teaching was metanoia-
conversion: to turn away 
from sin and to turn back 
to God.  It was in line 
with the teachings of the 
Old Testament prophets 
that John the Baptist, 
the last and greatest of 
the prophets, and Jesus 
Himself started their 
ministry: “Repent, for 
the kingdom of God is 
at hand.”  (Matthew 3:2 
and 4:17)

One of the icons for the 
Great Fast, especially 
Passion or Holy Week, 
is known as “Extreme or 
Profound Humility.”  To 
know what true humility 
is we must look at Christ, 

(continued on next page)



His passion, suffering and 
death.  The icon depicts 
the crucified Christ in 
the tomb.  He bears 
the marks of crucifixion., 
an act of hatred, envy 
and violence.  From the 
aspect of sinful mankind, 
what they had done was 
the greatest injustice in 
the world of all time. 

From the Vesper service 
of Great and Good 
Friday, we read in a 
stichera before the 
hymn “Tranquil Light,”: 
O wicked and lawless 
people!  Why have you 
plotted in vain?  Why 
have you condemned 
to death the Life of all?  
O great wonder, for the 
MAKER (Creator) of the 
world is given over to the 
hands of lawless men, 
and the Lover of mankind 
is lifted up on the tree 
(cross).”  And why does 
the Lord willing suffer for 
us sinners?  So that He 
might free those bound 
in Hades (the waiting 
place for the just of the 
Old Testament).” Let us 
join in acclaiming:  “O 
long-suffering Lord, glory 
be to You!” 
 
St. Irenaeus, an early 
Christian writer tells us 
how to deal with injustice:
  
“At the arrival of unjust 
persecution, bow your 
head. At the jeers of false 

accusations, cross your 
arms over your heart, 
whether physically or 
interiorly, and gratefully 
receive what is spitefully 
offered. And when faced 
with the question, ‘How 
far, how far do I tolerate 
this shame, this injustice’, 
remember that the 
answer is the grave. This 
is what the icon labels 
‘Extreme Humility’, and it 
is humility that we must 
strive to emulate each 
day.”     -Hieromonk 
Irenaeus
 
The Christian accepts 
and lives the gospel 
message of Jesus Christ, 
which is one of LOVE and 
TRUTH.  He or she walks 
in the footsteps of Christ 
and carries one’s cross 
with love and patience.  
The Christian is self-
giving, self-sacrificing, 
never self-seeking.  The 
authentic Christian is 
sensitive to the needs 
of others and willing to 
help ease the burden of 
another.  St. Pope John 
Paul II told us that it is 
our duty as Christians 
to lessen the suffering of 
those who suffer.  We 
are not to say what is 
in it for me, but rather 
to be truly altruistic, 
placing the needs of 
others even before our 
own.  We truly live the 
faith, no matter what the 
cost, what the pain, we 

endure the hardship.  

The love of an authentic 
Christian, true believer, 
faithful disciple of Christ 
is likened to that of Our 
Lord.  St. Paul in his 
epistle to the Corinthians 
(chapter 13) describes to 
us what Christian love is 
to be:  

“Love is patient.  Love is 
kind. It is not jealous.  It 
is not pompous. It is not 
inflated.  It is not rude. 
It does not seek its own 
interests.  It is not quick-
tempered.  It does not 
brood over injury.  It does 
not rejoice over wrong-
doing, but rejoices with 
the truth.   It bears all 
things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures 
all things. Love never 
fails... In the end, faith, 
hope and love (charity) 
remain and of these 
three, LOVE (charity) is 
the greatest.” 

In His Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus tells us 
who He considers to 
be truly blessed and on 
the path to eternal life 
in heaven.  Jesus gives 
to us the teaching of the 
Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-
12): 
 
Remember us, O Lord, in 
Your kingdom.

Blessed are the poor 

in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are they who 
mourn, for they will be 
comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for 
they will inherit the land.
Blessed are they who 
hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will 
be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful, 
for they will be shown 
mercy.

Blessed are the pure of 
heart, for they will see 
God.

Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will 
be called sons of God.

Blessed are they who are 
persecuted for the sake of 
righteousness, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you when they 
insult you and persecute 
you and utter every kind 
of evil word against you 
falsely because of Me.

Rejoice and be glad for 
your reward will be great 
in heaven.

Rev. D. George 
Worschak

SELF-SACRIFICIAL LOVE
(continued from previous page)
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Pope Angelus: Lent is an opportunity to draw near to Christ

March 19, 2017

(Vatican Radio) “Perhaps we have not yet encountered Jesus personally,” Pope Francis said in his Angelus 
address on Sunday. “Perhaps we have not recognized Him as our Savior.”

The Holy Father was commenting on the day’s Gospel, which relates the “dialogue” between Jesus and 
the Samaritan woman at the well. Because of the great respect Jesus shows her - despite her being a 
Samaritan, and despite her disordered life - she is open to the words of Christ, when He speaks to her 
about the true faith. She recognizes Him as a prophet, and intuits that He could be the Messiah, and Jesus 
tells her plainly that He is, in fact, the Messiah - something that happens very rarely in the Gospels, the 
Pope said.

“Dear brothers,” Pope Francis continued, “the water that gives eternal life was poured out in our hearts on 
the day of our Baptism;” on that day, “God transformed us and filled us with His grace.” However, the Pope 
said, we sometimes forget about the grace of our Baptism, or treat it merely as a piece of biographical 
data. When that happens we go looking for “wells” filled with water that cannot quench our thirst. “And so 
this Gospel is for us!” the Pope said, “not just for the Samaritan woman.”

Lent, he said, is a good opportunity for us “to draw near” to Jesus, “to encounter Him in prayer in a heart-
to-heart dialogue… to see His face in the face of a brother or a sister who is suffering.” In this way, the Pope 
said, “we can renew within ourselves the grace of Baptism, quenching our thirst at the font of the Word of 
God and of the Holy Spirit; and thereby discovering, too, the joy of becoming artisans of reconciliation and 
instruments of peace in our daily lives. “

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2017/03/19/pope_angelus_lent_is_an_opportunity_to_draw_near_to_
christ/1299741

Cardinal Lubomyr Husar addressed Ukrainian parliament

17 March 2017

The Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine celebrated the 100th  anniversary of the Ukrainian Revolution 1917-1921.
Cardinal  Lubomyr Huzar, Archbishop Emeritus of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church addressed the 
assembly.  

According to Gazeta.ua, Cardinal Lubomyr Husar addressed the Parliament:  “Ukraine is to achieve the 
public good when citizens of the country are protected.  “We have learned that political activity - is one 
of the high sacrificial ministries. The person to whom the people entrust their fate shall be careful when 
treating their own calling. This person must comprehend that every citizen of the state should feel secure 
and through joined efforts attain a state called the public good. I think that the experience we gained. And 
still recruit enrich themselves. So there is real hope that the great thing true. Where each of us will feel 
happy in their own country,” 

After these words, the Cardinal was given a standing ovation by MPs and government members.
 
 https://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/state/national_religious_question/66402
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The Head of the UGCC in Buenos Aires (Argentina):  "Cross is 
a sign, symbol and banner of victory of good over evil"

March 20, 2017
  
"It is very moving for me 
to return to you, to have 
a possibility to visit this 
holy land, where the Lord 
our God once confirmed 
me in my calling to 
priesthood. Next year 
the Cathedral of the Veil 
of Our Lady (Pokrovy) 
is going to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of 
consecration, performed 
by the Patriarch Josyph 
Slipyj, and already this 
year our community in 
Argentina is celebrating 
its 120th anniversary. 
Our first migrants on this 
land began by building 
churches. Today's Liturgy 
here is a sign that the 
power of the Heavenly 
Kingdom, given to us 
through Christ's Cross, 
is revealing before our 
eyes". With these words 
the Head and Father of 
the Church His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav addressed the 
faithful during his homily 
at the Archierarchical 
Divine Liturgy in the 
Cathedral of the Veil of 
Our Lady (Pokrovy) in 
Buenos Aires (Argentina) 
on the Sunday of the 
Veneration of the Cross, 
March 19. 

"This Sunday is called  
the Sunday of the 
Veneration of the Cross 

and marks half of Great 
Lent. On our way from 
slavery to freedom God 
is with us", went on the 
preacher. "We see all 
the images from the 
Old Testament present, 
fulfilled, fully revealed, 
when Jesus was crucified 
on the Cross. His Cross 
is a symbol of victory, 
the spring from which 
the living water is flowing 
until now."

According to the words of 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav, 
today the Ukrainian 
people are experiencing 
similar things to what 
the Israeli went through, 
who were on the way 
from slavery to freedom: 
"Now we are probably 
going through one of 
the most difficult periods 
in the modern history 

of Ukraine. Ukraine has 
been bleeding…"
 "Let us have a look 
at Christ's Crucifix on 
this Sunday of the 
Veneration of the Cross 
and kiss His Cross. The 
sign of kissing is the sign 
of acceptance. God says 
to us: "I am with you. I 
have led you this way of 
freedom. I have instilled 
in your hearts the desire 
of freedom and justice. 
I have inspired you with 
the Spirit of dignity, which 
led you to Maidan.  And 
I am traveling together 
with you on this road. I 
am  the source of your 
strength and the ability 
to overcome the most 
grievous adversity," went 
on the Head of the 
Church. 

In the Primate's opinion, 

the Cross of our Lord is a 
banner of victory. It's that 
instrument which Jesus 
gives into the hands of 
His people: "The Lord 
gives us the sign of His 
power and  invincibility... 
So when you are looking 
for answers to your 
questions, or are feeling 
thirst and hunger in your 
personal and spiritual 
searchings, go to the 
Church."

At the end of his homily, 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
added: "Your Mother-
Church in Ukraine will 
never abandon you and 
never forget about you. 
I wish everyone of you 
to feel in your personal 
history of life the power 

(continued on next page)
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of God, given to us 
through the Holy and 
Life-giving Cross. May 
the Mother of God, 
under whose protection 
lives and prays this 
eparchy, teaches us and 

The Head of the UGCC in Buenos Aires (Argentina):  "Cross is 
a sign, symbol and banner of victory of good over evil"

(continued from previous page)

shows to us her Son, 
crucified on the Cross 
as the sign, symbol and 
banner of victory of 
good over evil,  truth 
over lies, power of God 
over visible weakness."

The UGCC Department 
of Information 

http://news.ugcc.ua/
en/news/the_head_of_
the_ugcc_in_buenos_
aires_argentina_cross_

is_a_sign_symbol_and_
banner_of_victory_of_
good_over_evil_79011.
html

Ukrainian Catholic Bishops of western Canada: Ad limina

March 31, 2017

(Vatican Radio) Pope 
Francis met this week 
with the members of the 
Assembly of Western 
Catholic Bishops (AWCB) 
of Canada, who are in 
Rome for their regular 
ad limina visits.

Ukrainian Catholic 
Bishops David Motiuk, of 
the Eparchy of Edmonton, 
and Ken Nowakowski, 
of New Westminster, 
came to Vatican Radio 
where they spoke with 
Christopher Wells about 
their meeting with the 
Pope.

“I felt very much that it 
was a meeting between 
brothers,” said Bishop 
Nowakowski. “Instantly 
we felt at ease and 
instantly there was no 
strangeness.”

Bishop Motiuk agreed, 
describing the Pope’s 

Photo:  Bishop David Motiuk (left) and Bishop 
Ken Nowakowski (right) with Christopher 

Wells in the offices of Vatican Radio. - RV

“beautiful welcome” as 
“fraternal.” “We played 
a game of soccer,” the 
Bishop said, with a smile. 
The Pope said, “Here’s 
the soccer ball, we’ll put 
it down in the midst, and 
whoever wants to kick it 
first, we can begin our 
dialogue, our discussion. 
A beautiful image!”

“I think it was very much 
a time of listening to 
each other,” Bishop 
Nowakowski added. 
Pope Francis, he said, 
told the group “Being a 
bishop is hard,” and said 
he appreciates the work 
the Bishops are doing. 
Nowakowski said the 
Holy Father emphasized 
the need for Bishops to 
be close to their people, 
and the importance 
of solidarity: “being 
in a close relationship 
with our faithful, with 
our parish priests, with 
the Bishops, and with 
the Holy Father.” It’s a 

concept, the Bishop said, 
that the Eastern Catholic 
Churches understand 
well. 

As an example of the 
importance of listening, 
Bishop Motiuk pointed to 
the next Synod of Bishops, 
set for October 2018, 
which will focus on youth. 
“It’s a huge challenge for 
the Ukrainian Catholic 

Church to engage our 
young people in the 
ministry of the Church,” 
he said. “They’re so 
preoccupied with so 
many other things. But 
it’s encouraging us 
to find ways to have 
conversations with our 
young people… What 

(continued on next page)
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are their considerations, 
aspirations, their hopes 
for the future?” It can be 
difficult for a Bishop to 
listen, he said – “We like 
to do all the talking!” – 
but “it’s so important to 
listen.”

Both Bishops spoke of 
celebrating the Divine 
Liturgy, in the Rite of the 
Ukrainian Church, at 
the altar of St Josaphat 
in St Peter’s Basilica, 
as highlight of their ad 
limina visit. St Josaphat, 
Bishop Nowakowski said, 
“really was a remarkable 
man in many ways… He 
died for Christian unity, 
for wanting the Eastern 

Ukrainian Catholic Bishops of western Canada: Ad limina
(continued from previous page)

Church in the territory 
of Ukraine and what is 
now Belarus to be fully 
united, in Eucharistic 
Communion, with the 
Holy See. And that’s an 
incredible thing.” He said 
opportunity to celebrate 
the Divine Liturgy, in the 
rites of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, “with 
our Latin brothers” 
was “a great sign” of 
unity. He pointed to 
the excellent relations 
between Eastern and 
Latin Bishops in Canada, 
as a model “that could 
be followed anywhere in 
the world.”

“That was one of my 

proudest moments 
during this ad limina,” 
Bishop Motiuk said, 
“where the 22 [Greek 
and Latin] bishops [of 
western Canada] were 
able to gather in the 
celebration of the divine 
liturgy, according to the 
Ukrainian church, and to 
pray for Christian unity.” 
Pope Francis, he said, 
reminded the bishops 
that “the ad limina visit 
is a very visible sign of 
communion with the 
bishops throughout the 
world, with Pope Francis, 
but [also] with others.” 
Often times, he said, 
“in a parish or in an 
eparchy or in a diocese, 

we get caught up in the 
day to day life of our 
local church. But here 
was a concrete symbol 
and action of the unity 
of the Catholic Church 
in action, and especially 
in prayer. It was just a 
beautiful moment for 
me.”

http://en.radiovaticana.
va/news/2017/03/31/
uk ra i n i an_ca t ho l i c _
bishops_of_western_
c a n a d a _ a d _
limina_/1302402

Pope receives Canadian Bishops in ad limina audience

Pope Francis with the Bishops of western Canada (including four Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
eparchies: Edmonton, New Westminster, Saskatoon, and Winnipeg). 

(continued on next page)
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March 27,  2017 
 
(Vatican Radio) Pope 
Francis met Monday 
morning with Bishops 
from western Canada, 
who are in Rome 
for their visit ad 
limina Apostolorum 
(to the threshold of 
the [basilicas] of the 
Apostles).

The Bishops collectively 
form the Assembly 
of Western Catholic 
Bishops (AWCB). 
Established in 1974, the 
Assembly gathers the 
Bishops of the Roman 
Catholic and Eastern 

Catholic Churches of the 
four Western Canadian 
provinces, the Northwest 
Territories, Yukon and 
Nunavut.

In total, it serves 
eighteen Roman Catholic 
[Latin-rite] dioceses 
(Calgary, Churchill-
Hudson Bay, Edmonton, 
Grouard -McLennan , 
Kamloops, Keewatin-
Le Pas, MacKenzie-
Fort Smith, Nelson, 
Prince Albert, Prince 
George, Regina, Saint-
Boniface, Saint-Paul, 
Saskatoon, Vancouver, 
Victoria, Whitehorse, 
and Winnipeg) and 

four Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic eparchies 
(Edmonton, New 
Westminster, Saskatoon, 
and Winnipeg).

Archbishop Richard 
Gagnon, the Latin-rite 
Archbishop of Winnipeg, 
is the current President of 
the AWCB.

The Bishops of Canada 
are making their ad 
limina visits by region, 
beginning with the 
Bishops of the Atlantic 
Episcopal Assembly; the 
AWCB is the second 
regional group to come 
to Rome. In the course 

of the upcoming 
weeks, Pope Francis 
will receive Bishops 
from the Assembly 
of Catholic Bishops 
of Ontario, followed 
by the Bishops of 
Quebec, members 
of L’Assemblee des 
eveques catholiques 
du Quebec.

h t t p : / /
en.radiovaticana.va/
news/2017/03/27/
p o p e _ r e c e i v e s _
canadian_bishops_
i n _ a d _ l i m i n a _
audience/1301421

Pope receives Canadian Bishops in ad limina audience
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