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FESTIVAL OF UKRAINIAN CAROLS CONTINUES 
VALUED TRADITION

The eleventh annual 
Festival of Ukrainian 
Carols, held on Sunday, 
January 15th,2017 in our 
golden-domed Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception 
in Philadelphia 
continued to attract 

many performing groups 
and faithful with an 
almost full Cathedral of 
people in attendance 
this year.  The concert 
program included 
many different groups 
of performers, among 
them choirs of parishes 

of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church,  and 
the Ukrainian Baptist 
Church, the Ukrainian 
Heritage School at the 
Ukrainian Educational 
and Cultural Center, and 
St. Basil’s Academy.  A 

special feature this year 
was the many children 
and youth participating.  
The two hour program 
was joyfully and 
skillfully guided in both 
languages by the Rector 

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka poses for a picture at the Festival of Carols.
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of our Cathedral, Very 
Rev. Roman Pitula.  We 
are grateful to him for 
organizing this year’s 
Festival of Carols.
 
We are especially 
grateful to those who 
shared their gifts and 
talents during the 
Festival of Ukrainian 
Christmas Carols.  The 
performances were 
exceptional and revealed 
the depth and richness of 
our traditional Ukrainian 
carols.  The program 
included the following 
groups: the Choir of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception 
in Philadelphia directed 
by Bohdan Henhalo; 
the Children’s Choir of 
the Ukrainian Heritage 
School in Jenkintown, 
PA directed by Halyna 
Bodnar accompanied 

on piano by Lyubov 
Shchuyko; the Choir of 
St. Josaphat Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in 
Trenton, NJ directed 
by Roman Kucharskyy; 
“Soloveyky” students of 
the Ukrainian Heritage 
School, Jenkintown, 
PA under the direction 
of Halyna Bodnar 
accompanied on piano 
by Lyubov Shchuyko; 
the Bandura Duet 
“Berehynia”, Halyna 
Bodnar and Yulia Stupen; 
the Choir of Annunciation 
of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Melrose Park, 
PA directed by Lesia 
Penkalskyj and Irene 
Pelech-Zwarych; the 
Quinton School Chorale 
(grades 5-9) of Quinton, 
NJ directed by John 
Wernega; the Choir of St. 

(continued on next page)

Very Rev. Roman Pitula, Cathedral Rector

Choir of the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA

Director:  Bohdan Henhalo

Children’s Choir of the Ukrainian Heritage School, Jenkintown, PA 
Director: Halyna Bodnar, Piant: Lyubov Shchuyko



(continued on next page)

JANUARY 22, 2017  3

Michael the Archangel 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Jenkintown, 
PA directed by Maria 
Kaminska;  Bandura 
Ensemble  directed by 
Halyna Bodnar with 
Olexa Luzeckyj, Orest 
Luzeckyj, Charlie Balmer 
and Alexander Balmer; 
St. Basil Academy 
Choir directed by Lesia 
Penkalskyj; the Alexander 
Koshetz Choir of St. 
Volodymyr Ukrainian 
Orthodox Cathedral, 
Philadelphia, PA directed 
by Karen Melnyk-
Ferraro; the Youth Choir 
of the Ukrainian Baptist 
Church in Philadelphia, 
PA directed by Ivan 
Velenchuk; the Male 
Choir “Dzvin” of 
Philadelphia, PA directed 
by Nestor Kyzymyshyn; 
the Violin Duet of 
Marianna Klingensmith 
and Yuliana Fartachuk 
accompanied by pianist 
Lyubov Shchuyko; 

and the Chamber 
Choir “Accolade” of 
Philadelphia, PA directed 
by Bohdan Henhalo.  
The Festival program 
concluded with all choir 
participants singing two 
carols, among them 
“God Eternal”.  
 
We are very grateful 
to the performers for 
respecting the norm of 
limiting themselves to 
two selections.  This is to 
ensure that the program 
does not extend itself 
beyond two hours.  It 
also is respectful of 
one another, and of 
the people observing 
the performances.  
Many complaints were 
received last year when 
the program became 
unduly long. It is 
important to ensure that 
the program is not too 
lengthy.  It also ensures 

FESTIVAL OF UKRAINIAN CAROLS CONTINUES VALUED TRADITION
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St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Trenton, NJ 

Director: Roman Kucharskyy

“Soloveyky’ students of the Ukrainian 
Heritage School, Jenkintown, PA.

Director: Halyna Bodnar, Piano: Lyubov 
Shchuyko

Bandura Duet “Berehynia”, 
Yuliya Stupen and Halyna Bodnar

Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Melrose Park, PA 

Directors: Lesya Penkalskyj and 
Irene Pelech-Zwarych
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that the element of pride 
does not get introduced 
into this sacred event, 
as a group which does 
not respect the norm 
may convey a feeling 
of entitlement to special 
privilege.  All choirs and 
groups are well informed 
of this expectation well 
in advance. We are 
very grateful to all who 
cooperate by adhering to 
this expectation to ensure 
a valued celebration of 
our sacred tradition of 
caroling.  Choirs who 
choose not to respect 
this norm will not be 
invited to participate in 
the subsequent year or 
longer.
 
My heartfelt thanks 
are offered to the 
participants and those in 

attendance in the Festival 
of Ukrainian Christmas 
Carols.  Your steadfast 
celebration of our rich 
traditions will ensure that 
they will continue to be 
valued and cherished 
by younger generations.  
Traditions are quickly 
forgotten when they are 
not celebrated.  We 
are thankful to all who 
cherish and celebrate our 
rich tradition of singing 
Ukrainian Christmas 
carols in our annual 
Festival of Ukrainian 
Christmas Carols.  God 
bless all of you in ways 
only He can!  Christ is 
Born!

    
 + Stefan Soroka, 
Metropolitan-Archbishop

Quinton School Chorale (grades 5-9), 
Quinton, NJ

Director: John Wernega

St. Michael the Archangel Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Jenkintown, PA 

Director: Maria Kaminska

Bandura Ensemble: Yuliya Stupen, Olexa 
Luzeckyj, Orest Luzeckyj, Charlie Balmer, 
Alexander Balmer and Halyna Bodnar

St. Basil Academy Choir
Director: Lesya Penkalskyj
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St. Basil Academy Choir accompanied by the Bandura Ensemble

Watch videos from the Festival of Carols on our YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/user/thewayukrainian/videos

Alexander Koshetz Choir of 
St. Volodymyr Ukrainian Orthodox 

Cathedral, Philadelphia, PA 
Director:  Karen Melnyk-Ferraro

Youth Choir of the Ukrainian Baptist Church, 
Philadelphia, PA 

Director: Ivan Velenchuk
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Male Choir “Dzvin” of Philadelphia, PA 
Director: Nestor Kyzymyshyn Violin Duet of Marianna 

Klingensmith and Yuliana 
Fartachuk accompanied by 
pianist Lyubov Shchuyko

Chamber Choir “Accolade”of 
Philadelphia, PA 

Director:  Bohdan Henhalo

Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka’s Greeting

See more pictures from the 
Festival on our “Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia” Facebook Page.

(Photos: Teresa Siwak) (Photos: Teresa Siwak)
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Christmas at the Cathedral in Philadelphia

The Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception 
was beautifully 
decorated with flowers 
for Christmas, Sunday, 
December 25, 2016 
in Philadelphia, PA.  
Celebrants of the 
Divine Liturgy were 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka, Rev. 
Roman Pitula, Cathedral 
Rector, Rev. Roman 
Sverdan, Parochial Vicar, 
Rev. Roman Petryshak, 
Deacon Michael Waak, 
and Altar Servers. The 
responses to the 10 AM 
English/Ukrainian Divine 
Liturgy were sung by a 
combined choir of the 
Cathedral Choir and 
members of "Accolade" 
led under the direction 
of Bohdan Henhalo. Lisa 
Oprysk, Cantor, also 
helped in leading the 
English prayers during 
the Divine Liturgy.  

Metropolitan Stefan 
offered the homily in both 
Ukrainian and English, in 

his homily he said, “We 
have just finished days 
of commotion as we 
prepared to celebrate 
Christmas…Mary took 
the time to let the real 
meaning of Christmas 
sink in.  Her thoughts 
were centered upon the 
miracle that God was 
performing right in front 
of her.  The Mother of 
God models for us the 
need to pause from our 
busyness in life, to stop 
and ponder at God 
acting in our life…God 
talks to you and me in 
the gentle things of life; 
not at the big moments; 
but in the quiet spirit filled 
times…   My prayer for 
you today is to ask for 
that special gift of God 
for each of you that you 
slowdown in the journey 
of life and ponder God’s 
presence within your 
day!”

Watch a video on our 
YouTube Channel. 
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e /
qtm7G3RyXr4

Metropolitan Stefan offers the homily 
(Photo: Peter Bilyj)

The Missionary Sisters and the faithful

(Photos: Teresa Siwak)
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Feast of Theophany at the Cathedral in Philadelphia

Fr. Sverdan takes the lighted candle and 
makes a sign of the cross with it over the 
water and immerses it into the water.

Fr. Pitula blows on the water in the 
form of a cross.

Fr. Petryshak blesses the water with his 
hand.

Fr. Pitula makes the sign of the cross over 
the water with the precious cross and holds 
the cross upright in both hands, plunges it 
into the water as the tropar is sung.

Blessing of Water on the Feast of Theophany 
on January 6, 2017 at the Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception with 
Fr. Roman Pitula, Fr. Roman Sverdan and Fr. 
Roman Petryshak.  

Watch a video on our YouTube Channel.  
https://youtu.be/nhVHLjwmvVo

(Photos: Teresa Siwak)
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Clergy Carol for Metropolitan Stefan

Photo: Fr. Yaroslav Kurpel plays the accordion.

Clergy of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia and their 
families sang Christmas Carols for 
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka 
at his residence on January 9, 2017.  

Watch a video on our YouTube 
Channel. 
https://youtu.be/jZPzJ08lu8g

Cathedral Choir Carol for Metropolitan Stefan 
at his residence on January 15, 2017
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THE ENCOUNTER OF OUR LORD IN THE TEMPLE

Now, Master, You can dismiss Your servant in peace;
You have fulfilled Your word. For my eyes have witnessed Your saving deed,

displayed for all peoples to see: A revealing Light to the Gentiles,
the Glory of Your people, Israel. (Lk. 2: 29-32)

This is the hymn which Simeon uttered when he received the Child Jesus in his arms in the temple. He had 
been promised by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death until he beheld the "Anointed of the Lord." 
(Lk. 2: 26) The Icon of the Encounter of Our Lord is a pictorial rendering of this Gospel event.

The event takes place in the Temple of Jerusalem, in front of the gate of the altar. Immediately flanking 
the gates are, on the right, the aged Prophet Simeon holding the Christ Child in his covered arms; and, on 
the left, a small group including the Mother of God, the Holy Joseph, and the Prophetess Anna. Simeon 
is the most important person in the Icon. In the imagery of this event, he represents all that was good, all 
that was God-seeking in the Old Testament community. Encountering the Incarnate Word of God present 
in the Infant Jesus, the Old Testament people — personified by Simeon — reached their fulfillment. Thus 
completed, it can recognize the dawn of a new age, the Age of Redemption, and see the close of its own 
era.

The Icon shows the Infant Jesus seated in the arms of St. Simeon as if on a throne. Simeon's hands are 
covered with his garment as a sign of reverence. Jesus is clothed in a short robe or tunic. The Mother of 
God is depicted with her left hand covered in a gesture of offering, having just given her Son to Simeon. 
Next to her is Joseph, carrying in the folds of his cloak the sacrifices of purification as prescribed for the 
poor in the Book of Leviticus: "two turtle doves or two young pigeons; one for holocaust and the other 

for a sin offering." (Lev. 12: 8) The last figure is the 
image of the Prophetess Anna, also introduced in 
the Gospel of St. Luke (2: 36-38) announcing to all 
creation that the Child to Whom she is pointing, now 
presented in the Temple, is the Creator of Heaven 
and of Earth. For us, the Icon is a call to discover 
Christ, to meet Him, and accept Him as our Lord 
and Savior.

TROPARION — Hail, Mother of God, Virgin, Full 
of Grace. From you arose the Sun of Justice, Christ 
our God, shining upon those who are in darkness. 
Rejoice also, you Just Elder, Simeon, for you received 
in your arms the Redeemer of our souls and Him 
Who gave us Resurrection.

God-with-us Series Icon
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IS GOD CALLING YOU TO CONSIDER RELIGIOUS LIFE?

I invite women and 
men who have given 
thought to considering 
religious life to meet 
with me, so as to help 
me understand thoughts 
and hopes cherished 
by candidates.  What 
are the perceptions of 
religious or monastic 
life today?  What 
are women and men 
considering religious life 
today anticipating from 
choosing consecrated 
life and ministry?  Are 
there challenges faced 
by potential candidates 
which we as a Church 
do not fully understand?  
It would assist me 
to consider what I 
as Archbishop may 
facilitate to assist men 
and women to choose 
religious life.  I propose 
to meet as a group at 
a place, time and day 
most convenient to 
those who respond, or 
individually, if preferred.

If you would like to 
participate, kindly send 
an email to my attention 
at ukrmet@ukrcap.org.  Please provide your name, address, phone number, and indicate a preferred 
time to meet; that is, weekday or weekend, and time of day.  Your interest and information will remain 
completely confidential with me.  I will then suggest a time and place to meet most convenient to 
respondents. 

Thank you for your anticipated assistance in helping me to understand and nurture God’s call to 
religious life today. 

Archbishop Stefan Soroka
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Sr. Oksana Iwasczyszyn, SSMI Falls Asleep in the Lord

Sr. Oksana (Mary Ann) Iwasczyszyn entered into eternal life on 
December 31, 2016 after living a life of prayer and service as a 
Sister Servant for 70 years.  

After retiring from active ministry due to health issues, Sr. Oksana 
resided at Nyack Manor Nursing Home for the past several years.  
Her infectious smile and quiet acceptance was an inspiration to all 
who visited and cared for her.

She was born in Wilkes Barre, PA, the daughter of the late Nicholas 
and Barbara (Shevchuk) Iwasczyszyn.  In 1946 she entered the 
Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate from Saints Peter & Paul 
Church, Wilkes Barre, PA.  

She is best known throughout her religious life as a teacher of the 
young for nearly 20 years, dedicated to her students who loved 
her very much. Then, as most Sisters Servants, she had a career 
change from educating the hearts and minds of the young to 
being a care giver for the elderly for many years at our Home of 
Divine Providence in Chestnut Hill, PA and  at St. Joseph’s Home 
in Sloatsburg.  Sr. Oksana’s loving care and compassion for the elderly was noted by family members who 
wrote letters of gratitude.  Sr. Oksana’s quiet behind the scenes life affected the lives of many so loudly 
and profoundly. 
 
Sr. Oksana was preceded in death by her parents, her sisters Ann Finiak and Eva Soltis, her brothers Frank, 
John and Tony Iwasczyszyn.   In addition to her Sisters in community, she is survived by her sisters Barbara 
Brown and Margaret Goda, and her nieces, nephews and their families.  

On January 2nd, relatives, lay associates and friends joined the sisters at St. Mary’s Villa in the afternoon 
to welcome the body of Sr. Oksana.   Rev. Ivan Tyhovych, Pastor of Holy Ghost Church in Brooklyn, NY, 
blessed the casket and celebrated the panahyda.  In his homily, Fr. Ivan shared the concepts that we are 
born for this eternal life and we prepare for it each day by the way we live.  In the evening Msgr. John 
Terlecky, Chaplain and Pastor of SS Peter & Paul Church in Spring Valley, NY celebrated the parastas.  
In his homily, Msg. John read the story of ”One Solitary Life” and related it to Sr. Oksana’s life as a 
consecrated woman, all of her attributes were not known to humans, but to God.  

On January 3rd, Bishop Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, celebrated the Funeral Divine Liturgy.  In his homily, Bishop 
Paul spoke about God ever holding together birth and death, intertwining birth and death. “Spiritually, 
Jesus is born and dies in our hearts, in the heart of every sincere Christian every day.  Sr. Oksana knew 
this and lived this conviction with grace throughout her life, and especially during her final years of illness 
and incapacity.”  Eternal Memory!  Interment followed in the cemetery of the Sisters Servants.
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Celebrating Metropolitan Archbishop’s Feast Day at Fox Chase

On December 19, 2016 the Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great hosted His Grace, Metropolitan 
Archbishop Stefan Soroka, in anticipation of his feast day.  Archbishop Soroka joined the Sisters for Vespers 
which was followed by a festive dinner in the Sister’s dining room.

Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM greeted the Archbishop in the name of the Sisters and the Basilian 
Associates with both Christmas and feast day wishes.  In her greeting, Sister reflected on who and what the 
Archbishop symbolizes for the Sisters of Saint Basil the Great expressing that he is more than a title, His 
Grace, Archbishop Metropolitan… “Instead we see you as one who walks beside us and with us in pleasant 
talk of each days hopes and worries.  As one who remembers our special history and the good that the 
Sisters have done in the Ukrainian Catholic Church in America.  As one who cares about our questions 
and hopes.  One who shares in our happy surprises and lofty celebrations.  As one who extends himself 
with his whole being toward all in the Archeparchy.  Indeed, as one who stays beside us and stays with 
us, sharing your everlasting kindness.”

After a special Ukrainian greeting from the five Sisters from Ukraine, who are ministering in the United 
States, all enjoyed a delicious dinner followed by gift giving and fellowship.

Saint Basil Academy Choir 
Carol at the Motherhouse

The Sisters residing at the Motherhouse of the 
Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great 
were greeted by the Saint Basil Academy choral 
group led by Sister Germaine Senita.  After 
a traditional Christmas greeting the students 
sang several Christmas carols entertaining the 
Sisters in the Eldercare Unit of the monastery 
and employees.
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Sister Elizaveta Vepruk, OSBM Speaks About 
Blessed Martyrs

Sr. Elizaveta Vepruk, OSBM 
from the Sisters of St. Basil in 
Ukraine, along with Sr. Ann 
Laszok, OSBM, visited Pokrova 
in Parma, OH on Friday, 
December 16, 2016 at 6:30 
pm;  St. Josaphat Cathedral on 
Saturday, December 17, 2016 
after the 9:30 am Liturgy and 
Sts. Peter and Paul in Ambridge, 
PA on Sunday, December 18, 
2016 at 9:30 am and after the 
12 pm.  Sr. Elizaveta spoke 
about the blessed Martyrs in 
Ukraine. 
 
Over the years, Sister Elizaveta 
had gathered stories from our 
older Sisters in Ukraine who 
knew the martyrs personally.  
Many, not pictured, heard 
personal stories of the martyrs.  
Sr. Ann related her own 
experience in serving breakfast 
to Blessed Vasyl Velichkovsky 
when he came to visit the grave 
of his aunt, Mother Josaphat 
Theodorovich, OSBM in Fox 
Chase, PA.

Our Church has been a Church 
of Martyrs since the beginning 
with the martyrdom of Borys 

and Hlib for their faith. 

At the beatification process of the martyr Saint Josaphat, born in Volodymyr, Volyn (which today is in 
Ukraine) in 1643, whom must remember is the Church’s official Patron Saint of Unity, Pope Urban VIII 
uttered these prophetic words: “Oh my Ukrainians, I look to you to convert the East.”
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‘CONFRONT THE DEFICIT’ PROGRAM UPDATE

The offices and rectory 
of our Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception 
have been moved into 
the updated former 
convent located next to 
the Cathedral.

Our Treasury of Faith 
Museum has now 
been moved into newly 
prepared rooms in the 
Cathedral basement.  
The displays are being 
set up, a process which 
will take until spring.  
The new location is very 
promising, will look great, 
and will enhance visits 
by people visiting our 
golden-dome Cathedral.

The former school 
building in which the 
Treasury of Faith Museum 
was located is now 
undergoing preparation 
to accommodate the 
Chancery.  Phone lines 
and internet is being 
installed, and some walls 
and alterations are being 
done.  

The Byzantine Catholic 
Supply store will continue 
to be located on the 
lower level of the new 
Chancery facility.

The necessary 
engineering preparations 
and bidding for the 
installation of the needed 
elevator to serve both 
existing buildings is in 

process.  This is the most 
costly portion of the 
project but required for 
handicap access.  One 
elevator will serve two 
buildings.

We intend to move the 
Chancery operations 
as soon as the 
new alterations are 
completed, so as to 
vacate the present 
buildings completely.  
This will allow for the 
leasing of the existing 
Chancery and Cathedral 
offices, thereby providing 
for much needed 
operating revenue for 
the Archeparchy. The 
‘Confront the Deficit’ 
program is a necessity to 
allow for the Archeparchy 
to meet normal operating 
expenses, without further 
burdening the parishes.

We have been able to 
successfully cover the 
costs to date; yet, the 
more expensive portion 
of the elevator installation 
needs your urgent 
financial help.  I beg you 
to consider offering a 
generous Christmas gift 
to the Archeparchy to 
help us to complete this 
very necessary project.  
The generosity of our 
faithful and some of our 
parishes has allowed 
us to proceed and to 
meet the costs to date.  
We are thankful for the 
assistance received.  

We are now in need of significant financial help to 
address the elevator expense.  We cannot afford 
to move forward without your financial help. 
Please help in whatever way you can by sending 
an offering to the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy, 
827 N Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123.

My heartfelt thanks to you for your understanding 
and for your anticipated generous assistance.  
God bless you richly in ways only He can!

+ Stefan Soroka

Metropolitan-Archbishop 

Lease sign by the old rectory

Former “Treasury of Faith” Museum
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METROPOLITAN STEFAN'S SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY, 2017 
 
 
January 
1   Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of Immaculate Conception.  Receiving 
 carolers. 
2 Review of elevator project for Annunciation of Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church 
 with Rev. Ihor Bloshchynskyy and Mr. Peter Labiak. 
3 Treasury of Faith Museum display planning. 
5 Visit to “Svitlychka “Ukrainian Nursery” at the Ukrainian Educational & Cultural Center. 
 Meeting with Vicar General of Archeparchy, Very Rev. Andriy Rabiy. 
6 Concelebrant at Installation Mass and Reception for Joseph Cardinal Tobin,  
 Archdiocese of Newark, NJ 
7 Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of Immaculate Conception for 
 Nativity of Jesus Christ on Julian calendar. 
8 Ukrainian Divine Liturgy at Cathedral of Immaculate Conception. 
 Received “Accolada” Choir Carolers. 
9 Reception for Clergy and Families of Archeparchy on Feast of St. Stephen at Bishops’ 
 Residence. 
 Received carolers of Prometheus Choir. 
10 Meeting with Rev.  Roman Petryshak. 
 Meeting with Contractor for preparing Williamstown property for sale. 
 Meeting with Very Rev. Msgr. Peter Waslo, Vicar Judicial, Archieparchial Tribunal. 
11 Received Most Rev. Hlib Lonchyna, Bishop of Eparchy of London, Great Britain, and Rev. Taras 
 Lonchyna. 
12 Meeting with Broker regarding Clergy and Employee Medical Plan. 
 Meeting with potential renters of Chancery complex. 
14 Participation in Plast “svichka” UECC Philadelphia 
 Celebration of Saturday evening Divine Liturgy at Cathedral 
15 Received carolers of Choir of Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of Immaculate Conception. 
 Festival of Carols (11th Annual) at Cathedral of Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia. 
16 Attended Viewing and extended sympathies to Ken Hutchins and family at funeral of his 
 mother, +Mrs. Joan Hutchins. 
 Met with Mother Evhenia, Mother General of Missionary Sisters of Mother of God. 
17 Participated in evening Conference Call meeting of US Committee for Ukrainian Holodomor 
 Genocide Awareness. 
18 Received Mr. Roman Lun, Philadelphia. 
23 Meeting of Archieparchial Pilgrimage Committee with Sr. Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM, 
 Provincial and Committee members. 
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Bethlehem Peace Light Shines Brightly at the Ukrainian 
Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family, Washington, DC

This year, in time for the Shrine’s Annual Christmas 
Prosphora Dinner on January 8, local PLAST scouts 
carried the Peace Light to Holy Family.  Each year, 
a child from Austria fetches the light from the 
grotto in Bethlehem where Jesus was born. The 
light is carried in two blast proof miners lamps 
on an Austrian Airlines jet from Tel Aviv, Israel, 
to Vienna, Austria, from where it is distributed 
at a Service of Dedication to delegations from 
across Europe who take it back, with a message 
of Peace, to their own countries. Austrian Airlines 
then flies the miner’s lamps containing the Peace 
Light from Bethlehem to New York City.  The 
project is facilitated by Scouts from BSA Councils, 
Scouting volunteers, the Asociacion de Scouts de 
Mexico and PLAST (Ukrainian Scouting) to bring 
the continuous Peace Light from Bethlehem to the 
North American continent.

Fr. Wasyl Kharuk accepts the continuous 
flame of the Bethlehem Peace Light from 
PLAST scouts (l-r) Anastasia Whalen, Olya 
Duzey, and Adrienne Shmorhun.

Christmas Concert at Assumption Parish, Perth Amboy

The annual  Christmas Concert at the Assumption parish in Perth Amboy, NJ  was a huge success! Thanks 
to the parish youth group “Svitanok” for presenting a beautiful selection of carols, to our younger children 
for putting together a play "Malanka" and to our famous parish choir “Boyan” for singing popular Christmas 
carols. It was an outstanding teamwork effort and a successful parish event.
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Celebrate Catholic Schools Week
 
Since 1974, National Catholic Schools Week is the annual celebration of Catholic education in the United 
States. It starts the last Sunday in January and runs all week, which in 2017 is January 29 - February 4. The 
theme for the National Catholic Schools Week 2017 is “Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge 
and Service.” Schools typically observe the annual celebration week with Masses, open houses and other 
activities for students, families, parishioners and community members.

http://www.ncea.org/csw/

a dozen reasons
to choose Catholic Schools

1

We offer an 
education that 
combines Catholic 
faith and teachings 
with academic 
excellence.

2

We partner with 
parents in the 
faith formation of 
their children.

3
4

5

We set high 
standards 
for student 
achievement 
and help them 
succeed.

We provide 
a balanced 
academic 
curriculum that 
integrates faith, 
culture and life.

We use technology 
effectively 
to enhance 
education.

67
8

9

We instill in 
students the 
value of service 
to others.

We teach 
children respect 
of self and 
others.

We emphasize 
moral development 
and self-discipline.

We prepare 
students to 
be productive 
citizens and 
future leaders.

10
11

12
We have a 
99 percent 
high school 
graduation 
rate. 85 percent 
of our graduates 
go to college.

We cultivate a 
faculty and staff 
of people who are 
dedicated, caring 
and effective.

We provide 
a safe and 
welcoming 
environment 
for all.

The National Catholic Educational Association

NCEA.org/catholicschoolsweek
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SAINT BASIL ACADEMY will offer 
the Seventh Grade Practice Exam on 

Saturday, March 4 at 8 AM.
Register online: https://www.

stbasilacademy.org/product/7th-
grade-practice-exam-registration/

To schedule a Shadow Day Visit or 
for more information, please contact 

Mrs. Kimberley Clearkin, Director 
of Admissions; (215) 649-9083; 
kclearkin@stbasilacademy.org

Come and see for yourself all that 
SBA has to offer!
You belong here…

Catholic Schools Week 2017 - OPEN HOUSE - Perth Amboy                                   

Assumption Catholic School  at 380 Meredith 
St, Perth Amboy, NJ will join nearly 8,000 
Catholic Schools across the nation in 
celebrating Catholic Schools Week. Parents 
and prospective preschool through grade 
eight students are invited to visit our school 
on Sunday, February 5th, 2017 from noon to 
3:00 p.m. for the Open House. You will have 
the opportunity to tour the school and enjoy 
conversation with Principal, Pastor and current 
students, who will be assisting with each tour. 
Registrations for the 2017-2018 school year, 
will be accepted at these sessions. ACS is fully 
accredited by the Commission on Elementary 
Schools - AdvancED. It's never too early to 
start thinking about giving your children the 
great gift of a Catholic education - one which 
is effective and affordable! If you can't make 
it to the OPEN HOUSE, feel free to call the 
School office and set up a tour with us at any 
time. Our principal is always more than happy 
to do a walk-through with you and answer all 
your questions! To receive more information 
about the school, call 732-826-8721 or visit 
www.assumptioncatholicschool.net

you elong here...

Register Online at
www.stbasilacademy.org/Admissions

Saint Basil Academy Seventh Grade Practice Exam
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Hillside, NJ Parish children and parishioners carol for 
retired Sisters of Mercy

Hillside, NJ -- On Wednesday, December 28, 2016, the children and parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Ukrainian Catholic Church in Hillside (Union County), NJ,  caroled in Ukrainian and English to 
the retired Sisters of Mercy and clergy of McAuley Hall Center at Mount Saint Mary Academy in Watchung, 
NJ.   The children distributed home baked cookies and religious calendars to the attendees.
 
One of the retirees in the audience mentioned that they were Ukrainian and joined the children and 
parishioners in singing numerous Ukrainian carols.
 
Afterwards, the parish caroling group traveled throughout Union, Somerset, Middlesex and Morris Counties 
to share the gift of koliady with parishioners at their homes.   
 
Additional photos can be found on the parish website www.byzcath.org/ImmaculateConception

Choir To Perform At 
Scranton’s St. Vladimir 

Church

The Dzvin Ukrainian Folk Choir 
of Philadelphia will appear at 
Scranton’s St. Vladimir Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church, 430 North 
Seventh Avenue on Sunday, January 
22, 2017 at 3:00pm. The eighteen-
member all male group will offer a 
program of Ukrainian and English 
Christmas  carols.

The event is open to the public and 
no tickets are required. Attendees 
can make a free will offering if they 
so desire.

“Home-made Soup & Artisan Bread  Sale” – 
Now through January 22nd

Just in time for that bit of chill in the air, from now through 
Sunday, January 22nd, Holy Myrrh-Bearers Parish, 900 Fairview 
Road, in Swarthmore, will once again be holding its ever popular 
“Home-made Soup and Artisan Bread Sale”.  During this time, 
we will be taking orders for 4 home-made, hearty soups that 
will be freshly made especially for you and two types of freshly-
baked Artisan Bread.  Your orders will be ready for you to 
pick up between 11:00 am. and noon on Sunday, January 
29th.  We are offering the following soups and breads: 1) Beef 
Vegetable; 2) Chicken Noodle; 3)  Crab Bisque; 4) Hearty Pea 
Soup 5) Artisan Bread (Hearty Rye Bread or Sourdough) 
 
Quart containers of soup are only $8.00 each and loaves of 
bread only $8.00.  To place your soup and bread orders, 
please email us at HMBChurch@verizon.net or call Kathy at 
(610) 328-4731by Sunday, January 22nd.
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Christmas Greetings from St. Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Ramsey, NJ with Fr. Evhen Moniuk
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St. Nicholas visits Ss. Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Olyphant, PA.

Saint Nicholas is surrounded the youth of the parish at Ss. Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Olyphant, PA. (left to right)  The little angel Samatha Bokowski, Saint Nicholas, Brandan Marcinko, and 
Nick Bokowski.  2nd Row;  Cole Marcinko ( Black shirt) and Patrick Marcinko (Red shirt) and the Ukrainian 
Girls in Traditional Costumes, Ann Victoria Nasevich and Sierra Sczesniak and Sam Sczesniak in the Boys 
Traditional Ukrainian Shirt and  the altar boy: David Slachtish   Last Row:  Julie Hunt as the Ukrainian Angel 
and Altar boy John Nesevich.  (Photo: Lauren Telep)

Christmas Eve Holy Supper - Perth Amboy

On Christmas Eve, 
January 6th, 2017 
the Assumption parish 
has sponsored a 
traditional Holy Supper 
(Sviaty Vechir ) for all 
parishioners and guests. 
Many tasty lenten dishes 
were prepared and 
shared. Filled with the 
spirit of the carols and 
poetry, more than 100 
people  truly enjoyed 
a traditional Christmas 
foods in anticipation of 
Christ’s birth.
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Feast of the Theophany of our Lord
The Feast of the Holy Theophany (Epiphany) of our 
Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ is celebrated 
each year on January 6. The Feast commemorates 
the Baptism of Christ and the divine revelation 
of the Holy Trinity. At the Baptism of Christ at 
the river Jordan, all three Persons of the Holy 
Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—were made 
manifest. During Theophany, people traditionally 
attend a prayer service... where the priest blesses 
regular water into holy water at the “Blessing of 
the Water” ceremony. This year, after the blessing 
of the water ceremony in the church, Fr. Ivan 
walked around the Assumption Catholic school 

with a small group of students 
and blessed each room with holy 
water and offered a blessing to 
students and staff. Father Ivan 
explained to children that Christ’s 
baptism in the Jordan was a 
“theophany,” a manifestation of 
God to the world, because it was 
the beginning of our Lord’s public 
ministry. He also asked students 
various questions about Feasts 
of Christmas and Theophany 
and was very pleased by their 
answers.

Theophany Water Blessing in City of 
Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine
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PRELENTEN PORK DINNER

Father Myron Myronyuk and his parish family of St. Vladimir Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, Scranton, 
cordially invite you to join us for our annual Pre-Lenten SLOW ROASTED PORK DINNER on Sunday, 
February 12, 2017, beginning at 12:30pm at St. Vladimir Parish Center, 428 North Seventh Avenue, 
between West Lackawanna Avenue and West Linden Street.

Menu: Slow roasted pork loin with gravy, Ukrainian sweet and sour cabbage (kapusta), butter and dill 
potatoes, vegetable, applesauce, rolls, dessert, coffee, tea, beverages. 

Adults $13.00; Students $8.00; Age 5 and under free. 

Advance reservations required:  phone Kathleen Izak at 570 346-2414  (please do not call the church).  
Takeouts available between 11:30 a.m. and 12 noon only. Doors open at 11:30am.

Door prizes will be awarded along with a 50/50 drawing.

Welcome to our table! 

Sunday Divine Liturgy at 10:30am.

INDEPENDENCE, SOVEREIGNTY AND UNITY OF UKRAINE

January 21, 2017: The Ukrainian Congress Committee 
of America – Philadelphia Area Branch invites you 
to a commemoration of the anniversaries of the Acts 
of Independence and of Unity, which were issued on 
the historical dates of January 22, 1918 and 1919, 
respectively, and of the Battle of Kruty (Jan. 29, 1918). 

Program: 12:40 AM: Gathering of Students & Youth 
Groups (all are welcome) at the Ukrainian Educational 
& Cultural Center, 700 N. Cedar Rd., Jenkintown, PA, 
for a presentation by Mr. Mykhajlo Sawkiw, Jr., MS, 
Director of Ukrainian National Information Service in 
Washington, DC. Ukraine’s Diplomatic Corps will also 
be introduced; 1:30 PM: A Panakhyda Requiem Service 
and Commemoration Ceremony will take place at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, St. Mary’s Ukrainian 
Catholic Cemetery, Elkins Park, PA (down the road 
from the Center). 

Let us all gather to remember, to show our respect and 
to pray …
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St. Nicholas visits Saint Stephen Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Toms River, New Jersey

Photo: St. Nicholas poses for a picture with the children, 
Rev. Popyk, pastor, and Ukrainian school teacher 
Mariya Ivanus. 

 
On Sunday, December 18, 2016, over 
200 parishioners, guests, and children 
gathered in the newly renovated St. 
Stephen Ukrainian Catholic Church 
Community Center located in Toms 
River, NJ, to celebrate the joyful arrival 
of Saint Nicholas.  A large group of 
elementary school aged children, 
beautifully dressed as "Angels", Stars", 
etc.  and in traditional Ukrainian 
embroidered attire, presented a festive 
and enjoyable musical program in the 
Ukrainian language, under the direction 
of the Ukrainian School teacher, Mariya 
Ivanus. After the children sang "O chto 
chto Mykolaya lyubyt..." St. Nicholas 
arrived to the delight of everyone!  He 
greeted the children and the guests, 
then with the help of his angels, he 
presented special cookie treats and gifts 
to all the children who were present in 
the audience!
 
The Saint Stephen Community Center was beautifully decorated to create a festive Ukrainian Christmas 
environment and both Ukrainian and English Christmas carol background music provided the perfect 
atmosphere for this marvelous event.
 
Following the delightful children’s Saint Nicholas presentation, the audience was treated to a sumptuous, 
wide-variety of delicious Ukrainian home-made food, including appetizers, salads, meats, fish, and an 
elaborate assortment of desserts.

A special table was devoted just for the children with special child-friendly foods like pizza, chicken fingers, 
mac and cheese, cupcakes, etc....The children were delighted with their treats and socialized with one 
another!
 
The Saint Stephen Ukrainian Catholic Church-Saint Nicholas Celebration was an outstanding holiday 
success, and everyone is invited to attend our January 29th, 2017, “Prosfora” event at 12:30 pm to be held 
in the Saint Stephen Parish Community Center.

St Stephen's offers 3 programs for all children of NJ Ocean/Monmouth counties: The Saturday morning 
Ukrainian Language classes, Ukrainian Dance on Thursday evenings and Sunday morning Religion classes!

On behalf of the entire Saint Stephen Ukrainian Catholic parish community, we wish all a Blessed and Joyful 
Christmas, and a Healthy and Prosperous New Year.   
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St. Stephen Ukrainian Catholic Church, Toms River, NJ
  "Prayer Shawl" Project

The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
of St. Stephen's Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Toms 
River, NJ, was started in 
September, 2016. It is a 
year round project, with 
a group of volunteers 
who crochet or knit 
shawls and lap throws 
for the elderly in nursing 
homes or home bound 
situations.   While most 
of the work is done at 
home, the group meets 
every Wednesday 
from 1-3 PM in the 
conference room at the 
church. Here they share 
ideas and needlework 
techniques, while 
enjoying refreshments 
and socializing.   Every 
meeting starts and 
ends with a prayer.  
Volunteers are also 
encouraged to pray over 
their shawls/lap throws 
while they work at home. 
Even though it is not 
known who will receive 
these gifts - God knows 
already!

Before Christmas, the 
ladies were excited to 
pack 20 white gift bags, 
each with a hand made 
shawl and a special 
prayer note inserted!  
Pastor Rev. Father Popyk 
blessed these gifts and 
had them delivered to 
several nursing homes 
and home bound people 
in the community. 

Photo: Shawl Making Group: Helen Kardash,  Anna Dzera, Johanna 
Hnedak, Christine Andryshak and Linda Hippel

Photo: Shawl Notes on Bags
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West Easton church wins 
the Lehigh Valley's best pierogi showdown

By Andrew Doerfler | For 
lehighvalleylive.com 
on December 23, 2016 

Pierogies are no small 
potatoes here, where, 
after an immensely 
starchy competition, 
Holy Ghost Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in West 
Easton has won our 
Lehigh Valley pierogi 
showdown.

The Greek Catholic 
parish, one of several 
area churches that 
fundraise through 
pierogi sales, faced 
stiff competition. The 
judges sampled more 
than 80 pierogies in all 
from our 11 finalists: five 
churches, two hot dog 
shops, a barbecue joint, 
a seafood restaurant, a 
deli and a bar. 

But Holy Ghost 
Ukrainian, our very first 
taste-testing stop, stood 
out immediately with a 
pierogi that nailed all 
the fundamentals. The 
dough was substantial 
but not too chewy, too 
tough or too soft. The 
filling of potatoes with 
American and sharp 
cheddar cheeses tasted 
fresh and well-seasoned. 
Father Dan Troyan, the 
church's pastor, served 

Photo: Father Dan Troyan of Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in West Easton told the judges to stop counting calories for their 
pierogi tasting. (Andrew Doerfler | for lehighvalleylive.com)

the pierogi in two styles: 
boiled and pan-fried. 
The former satisfied us, 
and the latter cemented 
the victory.

Troyan said the title of 
the best pierogi in the 
Lehigh Valley validates 
the work of the church's 
volunteers, who donate 
time -- and ingredients -- 
to the cause.

"It's a nice affirmation of 
their many, many years 
of staying dedicated to 
the project and keeping 

the recipe going," Troyan 
said.

Through generations of 
pierogi fundraisers, the 
origin of the church's 
recipe has become fuzzy. 
What is known is that 
families came together 
to keep the church lights 
on, and the community 
got a delectable treat in 
turn.

“The major benefit for us 
is that it's a community 
builder," Troyan said. 
"You learn more about 

somebody when you're 
working next to them 
than when you're praying 
next to them."

Holy Ghost Ukrainian's 
compact basement 
kitchen stood up to 
more intricate setups 
throughout the Valley. 
Parishioners pack 
into the tight quarters 
every month between 
September and June to 
churn out hundreds of 

(continued on next page)
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West Easton church wins 
the Lehigh Valley's best pierogi showdown

pierogi orders by the 
dozen.

Anyone looking to order 
Holy Ghost Ukrainian's 
pierogies can check for 
information about sales 
on the parish's website. 
http://www.holyghost-
ukrainian-catholic.org/
PyrohySale.html 

Be forewarned, though: 
The church produces 
a limited number each 
month to keep from 
overwhelming the small 
crew of pierogi-makers, 
many of whom are well 
into their senior years. 
Monthly orders come 
par-cooked; if you want 
them fully prepared by 
the church, you'll have 

to wait until Holy Ghost 
Ukrainian's annual picnic 
the last Sunday of June.

Deciding on the Lehigh 
Valley's best pierogi 
wasn't easy. Saints Peter 
and Paul Byzantine 
in Bethlehem had a 
uniquely thick dough that 
one of our judges put on 
the top of the list. St. John 
the Baptist Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in 
Northampton and St. 
Peter Roman Catholic 
Church in Coplay had 
standout fillings. Holy 
Ghost Catholic Church 
in Bethlehem had an all-
around solid pierogi.

Among the non-church 
finalists, Black Forest 

Deli and Queen City 
BBQ won top plaudits 
from the judges. Each 
offered something 
unlike anything else we 
sampled. Black Forest's 
variety of fillings ensures 
something for everyone, 
and the thin dough 
means you'll have room 
to sample the whole 
smorgasbord. Queen 
City's meat pierogi 
juggles several assertive 
ingredients for a hearty 
yet complex result.

Marblehead Chowder 
House, Mike's Kids 
Doggie Shop, The 
Standard and, yes, 
Yocco's The Hot Dog 
King all put up a good 
fight. 

But in the end, we had 
to choose one -- and so 
did you. 

Andrew Doerfler may be 
reached at adoerfler@
njadvancemedia.com. 
Follow him on Twitter 
@adoerfler or on 
Facebook. 

Permission was granted 
to reprint the article in 
“The Way” with credit 
to Andrew Doerfler, 
lehighvalleylive.com .

h t t p : / / w w w .
lehighval leyl ive.com/
enter ta inment/ index.
s s f / 2016/12/we s t _
easton_church_wins_
the_le.html

(continued from previous page)

Vertep in Perth 
Amboy

This year, the Ukrainian National 
Home of Trenton Vertep visited 
our parish and presented a 
well organized vertep play with 
Christmas greetings and carols. 
Many parishioners of Assumption 
parish in Perth Amboy, NJ were 
deeply touched, for they witnessed 
re-birth of traditions from their own 
childhood.
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Remembering the "Forgotten Priest" - Fr. Nestor Dmytriw

During 2016, Canadians 
celebrated the 125th 
Anniversary of Ukrainian 
immigration to Canada. 
It is therefore fitting 
to remember Father 
Nestor Dmytriw - the first 
Ukrainian Catholic priest 
to celebrate the Divine 
Liturgy in Canada (at 
Terebovlia, Manitoba in 
April 1897).

In addition to his spiritual 
duties as a priest, Father 
Nestor Dmytriw was an 
avid historian, a natural 
leader, editor-in-chief of 
the Ukrainian language 
newspaper "Svoboda" 
and a Supreme Secretary 
and Auditor of the 
Ukrainian National 
Association (previously 
the Ruthenian National 
Association).

Father Nestor Dmytriw 
died on May 25, 
1925 and is buried at 
Evergreen Cemetery in 
Hillside, NJ. Ironically, 
Father Dmytriw's 
gravesite was unmarked 
for over 60 years. He 
was the "forgotten priest" 
who had done so much 
for our early Ukrainian 
settlers in Canada and 
the USA.

One of our Immaculate 
Conception Ukrainian 
Catholic Church Hillside, 
NJ parishioners, Olga 
Shatynski, happened to 
be visiting the Ukrainian 
festival in Dauphin, 

Manitoba in 1981 with her 
family and coincidentally 
picked up a brochure 
which mentioned that Fr. 
Dmytriw was buried in 
Hillside/Elizabeth, NJ.

After visiting Fr. Dmytriw's 
gravesite and seeing no 
marker, Mrs. Shatynski 
launched a 4 year effort 
to find surviving relatives 
of Fr. Dmytriw in order to 
ask permission to have a 
monument placed on his 
gravesite at Evergreen 
Cemetery in Hillside, NJ. 
After painstaking research 
via various Records 
Offices in many towns 
(and before the days 
of Internet searching), 
Mrs. Shatynski found a 
surviving direct relative of 
Fr. Dmytriw and received 
permission to have a 
monument installed.

Through the financial 
support of the Ukrainian 
National Association, 
our Hillside, NJ parish 
coordinated the effort to 
erect a 7 foot monument 
of Portuguese black 
marble on Fr. Dmytriw's 
gravesite. The monument 
was dedicated on 
October 24, 1985. Thus, 
the "forgotten priest" 
would be remembered 
forever.

What is amazing is that 
our Hillside, NJ parish had 
absolutely no connection 
to Father Nestor Dmytriw 
(our parish was founded 

in 1957 - 32 years after 
Fr. Dmytriw died). To 
this day, our Hillside, 
NJ parishioners visit Fr. 
Dmytriw's gravesite to say 
prayers for the repose of 
his soul.

The "finding" of this 
"forgotten priest" 
happened because of a 
Hillside, NJ parishioner 
and her family visited 
the Ukrainian festival in 
Dauphin, Manitoba in 
1981 and happened 
to read a particular 
brochure that mentioned 
Fr. Nestor Dmytriw. It 
is amazing how God 
works through people in 
mysterious ways.

Most importantly, a great 
and humble servant of 
God, Fr. Nestor Dmytriw, 
is now remembered and 
the repose of his soul 
prayed for at his gravesite 
to this day.  It is difficult 
for us to imagine the 
hardships that Fr. Nestor 
Dmytriw encountered as 
he attended spiritually 
to the early Ukrainian 
settlers in Canada.   His 
writings in the Svoboda 
talk about traveling 
barefoot through swamps 
in Canada to visit 
the various Ukrainian 
settlements in Canada 
and having to walk 
large distances because 
the trails could not 
accommodate wagons. 

Father Nestor Dmytriw 

also talks about temporary 
accommodations at the 
Immigration Home in 
Dauphin, Manitoba as 
"People crowd together in 
the building like a swarm 
of flies. It is dark and 
noisy: a dim light coming 
from a small lamp barely 
lights one corner of the 
shack."  

As Canadians reflect on 
the 2016 celebration of 
the 125th Anniversary 
of immigration of 
Ukrainians to Canada, 
let us all remember one 
of the greatest spiritual 
and community leaders 
of those undoubtedly 
difficult early days - Fr. 
Nestor Dmytriw - the 
first Ukrainian Catholic 
priest to celebrate the 
Divine Liturgy in Canada! 
Vichnaya Pamyat!  Eternal 
memory!

Photo:  Monument 
at Father Nestor 
Dmytriw's gravesite at 
Evergreen Cemetery in 
Hillside, NJ.
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Theophany one of the great feasts for Eastern 
Christian churches

BY JOHN E. USALIS / PUBLISHED: JANUARY 6, 2017

FRACKVILLE — Today many Eastern Christian churches celebrate the Feast of the Theophany of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, with St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church beginning the celebration on the vigil of the feast 
on Thursday.

The feast in the Eastern churches focuses on the Baptism of Jesus Christ by St. John the Baptist in the Jordan 
River when his public ministry began, but it also includes other manifestations of God during Jesus’ life.
The Rev. Petro Zvarych, pastor, celebrated the 6 p.m. Divine Liturgy that concluded with the traditional 
blessing of Jordan water. The Rev. Deacon Paul M. Spotts assisted in the Divine Liturgy and blessing 
prayers. Zvarych will celebrate the same Divine Liturgy at 8:30 a.m. today at St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, Maizeville.

Early in the liturgy, there was a repeat of the following antiphon by clergy and the people to mark the 
significance of the event:

“When you, O Lord, were baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity was revealed; the voice of the 
Father bore witness to you, naming you the beloved Son, and the Spirit in the form of a dove confirmed 
the word’s certainty. Glory to you, O Christ-God, who appeared and enlightened the world.”

The Feast of the Theophany of Our Lord is a major feast in Eastern Christianity, with only Pascha — or, 
Easter — and Pentecost considered greater on the liturgical calendar. The importance of Christ’s baptism is 
described in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John and is the first manifestation of the Holy Trinity 
to mankind. Theophany comes from the Greek word, “theophania,” which means “appearance of God” or 
“manifestation of God.”

After Spotts presented the Gospel reading, Zvarych gave his homily, giving his welcome in Ukrainian and 
English.

“It’s a Ukrainian tradition to greet each other with ‘Christ is baptized,’ and the response is ‘In the River 
Jordan,’ ” he said. Zvarych said it in Ukrainian, and then he said the greeting and had everyone respond.
Zvarych said there are other names for the day, including Epiphany and Feast of Jordan.

“St. Matthew tells us that at the Lord’s Baptism, the heavens opened and the Holy Spirit in the form of a 
dove descended upon our Lord and a voice was heard saying ‘This is my beloved Son,’ ” he said. “It was 
at that moment that it was the Epiphany and Theophany because God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit 
was revealed to the world. When our Lord was baptized, God appeared to us and sanctifying the waters 
of the Jordan and illuminating the world.”

Zvarych concluded, “Let us celebrate today’s feast and give glory to God in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.”

(continued on next page)
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In addition to Jesus’ baptism, 
Theophany traditionally included 
the Nativity, the wedding feast at 
Cana, the visit by the magi and the 
presentation of Jesus in the temple as 
a child, all of which indicate in some 
way the manifestation of God on 
Earth.

Zvarych conducted the “Great Blessing 
of Jordan Water” service near the 
end of the Divine Liturgy. The large 
font that is used for full immersion of 
infants for Baptism had been placed 
before the iconostasis, or icon wall, 
and filled with water for the blessing.

Three parishioners — John Anthony, 
Eli Peleschak and George Shimko — 
each held one of three trikiri, which 
is three candles joined together near 
the base. Each trikiri was lit, and 
after reading prayers and scripture, 

Theophany one of the great feasts for Eastern 
Christian churches
(continued from previous page)

Rev. Petro Zvarych holds a trikiris candle in the air before 
dipping it into water during the Feast of Theophany at 
St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church in Frackville on 
Thursday, January 5, 2016. (Photo: DAVID MCKEOWN)

Zvarych took each trikiri, one at a time, made the sign of the cross with them over the water three times, 
and then immersed the lighted ends into the water. The extinguished candles were handed back to the 
candle bearers. After another prayer, he leaned over the font and blew upon the water three times in the 
form of a cross. He later immersed his right hand into the water three times, after which he made the sign 
of the cross with an handheld cross, holding the cross above his head with both hands and then plunged 
it into the water three times.

When the blessing was completed, Spotts filled a liturgical vessel with the newly blessed Jordan Water and 
Zvarych walked through the church blessing everyone in attendance.

As the service ended, the faithful walked to the front of the church, were anointed with holy oil and went 
to the baptismal font with containers to take some blessed water home. In some cases, people drank some 
water before they left the church, a common tradition, as is getting some of the candle wax floating the font 
in their containers that came from the trikiri when they were extinguished in the water.

http://republicanherald.com/news/theophany-one-of-the-great-feasts-for-eastern-christ ian-
churches-1.2139086
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2016 VIBRANT PARISH CONFERENCE IN UKRAINE

November 28 - December 1, 2016
 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav opened the 2016 Vibrant Parish Coordinators Conference-Workshop on November 
28th, 2016 in the historic village of Knyazhychi, only 25 kilometers from the capital city Kyiv.  Some historical 
sources say that Grand Prince Volodymyr Monomakh resided in this small town.  More recently Knyazhychi 
is home to the former Major-Archbishop Cardinal Lubomyr Husar.  It is also where Three Holy Hierarchs 
Ukrainian Catholic Seminary for the Archeparchy of Kyiv is located.
 
In his keynote address, His Beatitude Sviatoslav spoke about the Extraordinary Patriarchal Synod held 
in Ivan-Frankivsk in 2015.  That Synod presented the theme, “The Vibrant Parish – A Place to Encounter 
the Living Christ” as an on-going movement within our Church.  A Pastoral Letter followed expressing 
the urgency and necessity of implement this in all Ukrainian Catholic parishes throughout the world,  The 
Ukrainian Catholic Synod of Bishops continually support this movement and the efforts of all the designated 
coordinators from each eparchy and exarchy.  
 
Father Ihor Yatsiv interviewed Bishop Bohdan Danylo of St. Josaphat’s Eparchy in Parma, Ohio.  Bishop 
Danylo participated as  a member of the Working Committee for the implementation of the Vibrant Parish 
movement which is for the growth and development of our Ukrainian Catholic Church in Ukraine, Here in 
America, and throughout the world.  
 
For the ordinary parishioner, the first place to encounter God is one’s native parish church where one was 
baptized and where he/she goes on Sundays and Holy Days to converse with God and to help form us 
as a community of believers.  The Christian is called to encounter God in the parish where he/she can 
encounter the Church and Christ Himself.
 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav in a pastoral letter stated that the parish is the place to encounter the living Christ 
starts with the Word of God and catechism. The baptized Christian comes to the parish church along with 
his/her fellow parishioners with a dedication to God and sharing with the parish community the responsibility 
to service – DIAKONIA.  It is a call to serve one’s neighbor.  This is from the perspective of unity and 
ecumenism.  All Christians are called to serve out of love for God and charitable serve to others (neighbor). 
 
In the interview Bishop Danylo notes that a vibrant parish is not only the responsibility of a large parish.  It 
is the responsibility of the entire church, whether in North America, Ukraine or elsewhere in the Diaspora.  
Even a parish with 50-100 members can be vibrant.  The parish church is a place where the person enters 
and is not a guest, but a vital part (member) and is greeted by a community in prayer.
 
Our Ukrainian Catholic Synod as a first step have embarked on the Vibrant Parish program to assist the 
priest in relaying the concept that the parish is a place to encounter the living Christ.  After small steps, 
others will follow.  Among possible documents to help implement and impart this concept is “Instrumentum 
Laboris.”  The implementation of this program is a shared responsibility, that of the parish priest along with 
the parishioners.  The priest is called to invite others (all) to work together to make this concept a reality.  
The priest is to invite all parishioners who seek the growth and development of the particular parish church.  
Seeking the good of the parish such individuals can offer their own personal understanding and knowledge.
 

(continued on next page)
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For example, the parish finance council can consider questions regarding financial matters and even create 
and follow a budget.  The parish council could also assist in pastoral matters implementing the fundamental 
elements of a vibrant parish expressed by His Beatitude Sviatoslav along with Our Synod  of Bishops.  And 
for this is required a cooperative effort.  
 
One can contribute to the vibrant life of one’s parish by praying before the icon of Christ or the Mother 
of God.  For when another parishioner sees one praying before the icon, he/she can say:  “Brother, sister, 
can you possibly help us in the prayer life of the parish, whether at Vespers or during the Divine Liturgy.”  
Bishop Bohdan Danylo believes that through such steps as these one would find many persons willing to 
assist in the growth of the parish and could even help those outside the parish church.
 
“We are called to be united in prayer and Liturgy. This is fundamental. Whether we are in Kyiv, Lviv…
New York or Winnepeg, a Divine Liturgy is celebrated in each place.”  This is primary for other elements 
are dependent upon this one.  Thus the Synod and the Working Commission desired to emphasize this by 
designating 2017 as the Year of Diakonia-Service.  
 
In Ukraine there is an ongoing war.  The people of Ukraine have made many sacrifices, both at Maidan 
and in eastern Ukraine.  Many in our parishes in the Diaspora felt the need to assist their brethren in 
Ukraine and have acted upon it.
 
Our Synod has proposed that the theme “Liturgy and Prayer” be discussed in this year – 2017 as a way 
to develop the parish as the place to encounter the living Christ. 
   
Adapted from Ukrainian-language interview of Bishop Bohdan Danylo by Fr. Ihor Yatsiv and other articles 
from the UGCC site.

2016 VIBRANT PARISH CONFERENCE IN UKRAINE
(continued from previous page)

Photo: Bishop Danylo, pictured left, at the close of the 2016 Vibrant Parish Conference in 
Knazhychi, Ukraine with His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk. http://archeparchy.ca/news_
details.php?news_id=427
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Apostolic Nuncio to Ukraine visits Catholics of 
Donetsk and Luhansk

18 December 2016

The Apostolic Nunciature in Ukraine has reported that Apostolic Nuncio in Ukraine Archbishop Claudio 
Gugerotti visited the Catholic community of Roman Catholic and Greek Catholic rite in Donetsk and 
Luhansk from December 16 to 18 2016, as he usually visits different communities on the eve of major 
religious holidays to convey the greetings and blessing of Pope Francis.

In spring 2016, the Apostolic Nuncio visited the community of Zaporizhzhia and Donetsk on the feast of 
Easter.

At the meeting His Excellence spoke about the tireless work of Pope Francis for peace in the region and his 
desire to be able to stay among all the aggrieved peoples of the world in order to give them an embrace 
of solidarity.

On the occasion of his visit to Luhansk, the Apostolic Nuncio visited Metropolitan Mytrofan of Luhansk and 
Alchevsk, Chair of the Department for External Church Relations of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church.

Throughout the trip, the Apostolic Nuncio was accompanied by His Excellency Jan Sobilo, auxiliary bishop 
of the Diocese of Kharkiv and Zaporizhzhia of the Roman Catholic Church, which includes the two mentoned 
cities.

http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/catholics/rcc_in_ukraine/65492

Pope: Christians put Jesus at the center of their lives

January 9, 2017

(Vatican Radio) Christian life is simple; a Christian does not need to do strange or difficult things, but put 
Jesus at the center of his or her daily choices.

This was the message at the heart of Pope Francis’ homily on Monday during morning Mass.

Resuming the daily Santa Marta Mass after the Christmas break, the Pope remarked on the fact that we 
have begun a new liturgical season in ordinary time, high-lighting however that Jesus is always at the center 
of Christian life:

"Jesus Christ manifested Himself; we are invited to get to know Him, to recognize Him in our lives and in 
so many circumstances of life” he said.

The Pope also explained that Saints and apparitions are important, but without Jesus, he said, they would 
not exist.
  

(continued on next page)
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Hence, he said, we must ask ourselves the question: “is Jesus Christ at the center of my life? And what is 
my relationship with Jesus Christ? "

Thus, the Pope continued, we have three tasks because "to be able to put Jesus at the center we must 
make sure that we know Him and that we are able to recognize Him. 

“In His time many did not recognize Him: the doctors of the law, the chief priests, the scribes, the Sadducees 
and the Pharisees. Indeed, they persecuted Him and they killed Him. We too must ask ourselves: ‘Am I 
interested in getting to know Jesus? Or am I perhaps more interested in watching soap operas, in gossiping, 
in pursuing an ambition or talking about the lives of others?’” he said.

To get to know Jesus, the Pope explained, there is prayer, there is the Holy Spirit, “there is also the Gospel, 
which we should carry with us and read a passage every day.  It’s the only way to get to know Jesus.  And 
then the Holy Spirit does the work afterwards. He who makes the seed sprout and grow is the Holy Spirit”.

The second task, Francis continued, is to worship Jesus: “not just asking things of Him and thanking Him”, 
but praying silently in adoration, and removing from our hearts other things we adore and that capture our 
interest. “All the rest, he said, is of use only if I am capable of worshiping God alone”. 

And the Pope invited the faithful to pray the ‘Glory Be’: “Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Spirit”. 

Pointing out that too often we recite it like parrots, he said: “this prayer is adoration!” It is a way of 
worshiping the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. A little prayer, in silence, before the greatness of God 
is a way to worship Jesus and say: 'You are the only one, you are the beginning and the end, and I want 
to stay with You throughout my life, throughout eternity. It is a way to chase away the things that prevent 
me from worshiping Jesus.”

The third task, the Pope said, is to follow Jesus, as illustrated in today's Gospel in which the Lord calls His 
first disciples. It means putting Jesus at the center of our lives:

“Christian life is simple, but we need the grace of the Holy Spirit to awaken the desire to know Jesus, to 
worship Jesus and to follow Him. That’s why, during the Collect we asked the Lord what we are called to 
do and we asked Him for the strength to do it” he said. 

Christians, Pope Francis concluded, do not need to do strange, difficult or superfluous things, so let us ask 
the Lord for the grace to know Jesus, to worship Jesus and to follow Him.

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2017/01/09/pope_christians_put_jesus_at_the_center_of_their_
lives/1284528

Pope: Christians put Jesus at the center of their lives
(continued from previous page)
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Pope Francis mentioned Ukraine in his address to the 
members of the Diplomatic Corps of the Holy See

9 January 2017

"...I express my hope that in Ukraine viable solutions will continue to be pursued with determination in order 
to fulfil the commitments undertaken by the parties involved and, above all, that a prompt response will be 
given to the humanitarian situation, which remains grave", said Pope Francis to the representatives of the 
Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See during the traditional audience of the beginning of the year.
The Holy Father dedicated meeting to the theme of security and peace, expressing his heartfelt conviction 
that every form of religious expression is called to promote peace, and lamenting that at times, especially 
nowadays, the religious experience may be exploited in the interests of fundamentalism and terrorism. 
He mentioned the Jubilee of Mercy, which enabled many people to discover the important and positive 
incidence of mercy as a social value and also underlined the need for joint commitment in favour of 
immigrants, refugees and displaced persons, making it possible to receive them in a dignified fashion.

http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/ukraine_and_world/international_relations/65690

Pope urges Bishops to protect lives of children

January 2, 2017

(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis has written to the Bishops of the world condemning all forms of oppression 
and exploitation of children. His words come in a letter signed on the Feast of the Holy Innocents, which 
takes place each year on December 28th during the Octave of Christmas. 

In his letter, the Holy Father calls the Bishops to foster in hearts of Christians the joy that comes from 
the proclamation of the birth of Christ. But in moving words, he notes that the Christmas story is also 
accompanied by tears. “Today, too,” the Pope said, we hear this heart-rending cry of pain, which we 
neither desire nor are able to ignore or to silence.” He continued.  “In our world – I write this with a heavy 
heart – we continue to hear the lamentation of so many mothers, of so many families, for the death of their 
children, their innocent children.”

Pope Francis speaks about the millions of children who are deprived of education and whose innocence 
is shattered by wars and forced immigration. He also once again begs forgiveness for the sufferings of 
children who were sexually abused by priests, saying "it is a sin that shames the Church." 

Christian joy, he said, “is born from a call – the same call that Saint Joseph received – to embrace and 
protect human life, especially that of the holy innocents of our own day.” Pope Francis said the Bishops must 
find new courage to protect children and to be more sensitive to what is happening in the world around us.

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2017/01/02/pope_urges_bishops_to_protect_lives_of_children/1283179
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The Gruesome Reality of Abortion

January 09, 2017

In 1852, Harriet Beecher 
Stowe published a book 
that changed the course 
of American history. 
Her brutal depiction of 
slavery in Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin illustrated the real 
human cost of the defining 
political controversy of 
her time. Stowe’s tale 
of one fictional family’s 
devastating experience 
with slavery is based on “a 
collection and arrangement 
of real incidents” which she 
describes as a “mosaic of 
facts.” (A Key to Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin, 1858)

Uncle Tom’s Cabin was 
an instant best-seller that 
brought the debate about 
slavery into most American 
homes. It changed 
what people knew and 
understood about it, and 
shed light on how our laws 
perpetuated the practice. 
When Americans in the 
North accepted the truth 
about slavery, their resolve 
to outlaw it strengthened. 
It was not enough to be 
personally opposed to 
slavery; they were willing 
to take up arms to end it.

Abortion is the defining 
political controversy of our 
time; but do we know and 
understand its real human 
cost?

A recent report shows that 
31,818 abortions were 
committed in Pennsylvania 
in 2015. (This is 308 fewer 

than in 2014.) All but a 
handful of these abortions 
used one of three methods:

Medical/Non-Surgical. 
(11,314 abortions) For 
pregnancies up to 10 
weeks, chemicals are used 
to end the life of the baby. A 
woman takes Mifepristone 
(RU-486) in the form of 
a pill at an abortion 
clinic. “By blocking the 
action of progesterone, 
mifepristone alters the 
endometrium (the uterine 
lining), induces bleeding, 
and causes the uterine 
lining to shed.” (www.
med ica t ionabor t ions .
com) With blood and 
nourishment cut off, the 
baby dies inside his 
mother’s womb. One or 
two days later, the woman 
takes another drug called 
Misoprostol (Cytotec) 
which causes contractions 
and bleeding to expel 
the dead baby from the 
womb.

Suction Curettage. 
(18,908 abortions) 
Also known as vacuum 
aspiration, this method 
is used between 5 and 
14 weeks of gestation. 
Typically the woman’s 
cervix is dilated then a 
plastic tube “is carefully 
and gently inserted into the 
uterus and then attached 
to a suction, or vacuum 
aspiration, machine. When 
the machine is turned on … 
the contents of the uterus 
will be emptied … To 
ensure that the abortion is 

complete, extracted tissue 
is examined immediately 
after the procedure.” 
(The Abortion Resource 
Handbook (1997), pg. 
152) In layman’s terms, the 
living unborn child, now 
about 4-5 inches long, 
is forcibly sucked out of 
her mother’s womb. Then 
technicians count the arms, 
legs, head and torso to 
make sure all parts of the 
baby are accounted for.

Dilation & Evacuation. 
(1,588 abortions) This 
particularly gruesome 
method is used for later-
term abortions between 13 
and 24 weeks. Abortions 
after 24 weeks are illegal. 
The woman’s cervix is 
dilated. The amniotic fluid 
is suctioned out first, and 
then the doctor inserts 
a sharp instrument to 
dismember the live baby 
inside the womb. The tool 
has sharp teeth that firmly 
grip the child’s arms, legs, 
torso, and head. One by 
one, the body parts are 
forcibly ripped off and 
removed from the uterus. 
The baby’s head at this 
stage is too big to pull out 
intact, so the doctor will 
crush it before pulling it 
out. Babies at this second-
trimester stage have 
fingerprints and toenails, 
and they can feel pain. Their 
mothers start to feel them 
kicking, and many babies 
born at 20 weeks will 
survive outside the womb. 
(abortionprocedures.com)

A new legislative session 
has begun in Harrisburg 
presenting fresh 
opportunities to shape pro-
life public policy. With faith, 
perseverance, and the 
courage to tell the truth, 
abolitionists in the 19th 
century outlawed slavery. 
Will citizens 150 years 
from now say the same 
about us and abortion?
_____________________
Reading about the brutal 
practice of abortion 
is painful for many. If 
someone you know suffers 
because of involvement 
with abortion, please 
encourage him or her to 
talk to a priest or contact 
the nearest Project Rachel 
Ministry by visiting the 
“Find Help” map at www.
hopeafterabortion.com or 
www.esperanzaposaborto.
com or calling (866) 
3RACHEL . . . . And please 
pray that many will seek 
and receive the gift of 
God’s infinite mercy.
_____________________
JANUARY 2017 column. 
The Pennsylvania Catholic 
Conference is the 
public affairs agency of 
Pennsylvania’s Catholic 
bishops and the Catholic 
dioceses of Pennsylvania. 
Stay up-to-date with 
Catholic news and issues at 
www.pacatholic.org, www.
facebook.com/pacatholic, 
and www.twitter.com/
pacatholic.

http://www.pacatholic.
org/the-gruesome-reality-
of-abortion/
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Happy Birthday!

Ç Äíåì íàðîäæåííÿ!

February 1: Rev. Roman Pitula
February 3: Rev. Evhen Moniuk
February 6: Rev. Robert Hitchens

February 16: Rev. Mr. Donald Latrick
February 19: Very Rev. Archpr. John M. Fields

February 22: Rev. Uriy Markewych
February 26: Rev. T. Frank Patrylak
February 26: Rev. Myron Myronyuk

February 28: Rev. Ivan Turyk

May the Good Lord Continue to 
Guide You and Shower You with 
His Great Blessings.  
Mnohaya Lita!

Íåõàé Äîáðèé Ãîñïîäü Òðèìàº  
Âàñ ó Ñâî¿é  Îï³ö³ òà Ùåäðî 
Áëàãîñëîâèòü Âàñ. Ìíîãàÿ Ë³òà!

Congratulations on your 
Anniversary of Priesthood!

Â³òàºìî ç Ð³÷íèöåþ Ñâÿùåíñòâà!

February 12: Rev. Ivan Demkiv
(25th Anniversary)

February 14: Bishop John Bura
(46th Anniversary)

February 27: Rev. Mr. Theodore Spotts
(17th Anniversary)

May God Grant You Many Happy 
and Blessed Years of Service in the 
Vineyard of Our Lord!  

Íåõàé Áîã Îáäàðóº Áàãàòüìà 
Áëàãîñëîâåííèìè Ðîêàìè 
Ñëóæ³ííÿ â Ãîñïîäíüîìó 
Âèíîãðàäíèêó!

February 2017 - Ëþòèé 2017


