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CHRIST IS BORN!

Once again we focus our 
attention and recall with 
affection and devotion 
the marvelous miracle 
in which “the Word was 
made flesh and dwelt 
among us” (Jn. 1:14). The 
God-Man Jesus, sent by 
our merciful Father with 
love to all of humanity, 
came to save us from 
sin and from ourselves. 
Jesus came to empower 
us to live life to the full. It 
is little wonder, then, that 
the Story of Christmas is 
so appealing to young 
and old and to rich and 
poor alike. 

Well before December 
25th, we become 
preoccupied with 
Christmas preparations. 
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Beyond all this, one 
searches for the true 
Spirit of Christmas in 
order to lift our individual 
and collective spirits 
to reflect again on the 
celestial chorus: “Glory 
to God in the highest 
heaven, and peace to 
all who enjoy His favor” 
(Lk. 2:14). We can catch 
a glimpse of the Spirit of 
Christmas as we savor 
the fellowship enjoyed 
by our families whose 
members gather from far 
and wide to be together 
for our Christmas Eve 
Holy Supper. And yet, 
such fellowship is but a 
shadow of that divine 
fellowship enjoyed by all 
mankind as a result of 
the Birth of the Second 
Person of the Most 
Holy Trinity. “To all who 
did accept Him He 
gave power to become 
Children of God” (Jn. 
1:12) indicates a radical 
change which this divine 
fellowship entails: God 
became human so that 
human beings might 
become like unto God.

Therefore, the celebration 
of Christmas ought to 
raise certain questions 
for each one of us. 
How is my personal life 
affected? How does the 
Christmas Event relate 
to our society with all 
its challenges? If we 
travel mentally around 

the world, what do we 
see? Violence of all sorts, 
physical and sexual 
abuse, violation of the 
rights of the unborn and 
defenseless, unconcern 
for the poor and migrant, 
abandonment of children 
and the elderly, the unjust 
aggressions suffered 
by Ukraine, the horrific 
massacres in the Middle 
East and Africa, are a 
fraction of our society’s 
illness which should 
cause us to wonder if the 
story of Christmas will 
ever succeed in getting 
across to all people its 
principal message. That 
message is simply that 
the salvation of each 
of us must be through 
love and in love. This 
¬¬fantastic message of 
Christmas is, for very 
many, the greatest secret 
still yet to be fathomed: 
God’s love for all has 
been revealed in the 
Word made flesh!

This greatest secret 
revealed in humanity of 
God’s only-begotten Son 
is like the sun radiating 
sunshine to one and 
all. Likewise, all of 
us who are receptive 
of God’s “greatest 
secret” personified in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 
must show some sort of 
transformation. That is 
precisely what is signified 
in the Christmas Story 

PASTORAL MESSAGE... 
(continued from previous page)

told over and over again 
in every language and 
to all people.  

Our Lord Jesus Christ 
was born in the shadows 
of an incredulous 
world. Of all peoples, 
the Christmas miracle 
was first announced to 
shepherds, so-called 
insignificant people of 
Bethlehem. Considered 
to be on the lowest 
rung of society’s rating, 
those shepherds chosen 
by God, must have 
had their self-esteem 
and self-worth lifted to 
high heaven when they 
heard the Good News 
proclaimed: “Behold I 
bring you news of great 
joy, a joy to be shared 
by all people. Today 
in the town of David a 
Savior has been born 
to you: He is Christ the 
Lord” (Lk. 2:10-11).

Convinced of the great 
love which Christmas 
reveals, we receive 
power to become 
children of God. 
Realizing that power 
from God-made-Man, 
we can then proclaim by 
word and example, at 
home and in society, that 
which underlines all the 
fellowship, carol-singing, 
gift-giving, and merry-
making: “Yes, God loved 
the world so much that 
He gave His only Son, 

so that everyone who 
believes in Him may not be 
lost but may have eternal 
life” (Jn. 3:16). That is why 
we joyfully and devoutly 
exclaim, “Christ is born. 
Glorify Him!”

A blessed and joyous 
Christmas to all of you. 
May the mystery of Jesus’ 
Birth bring you the grace 
to renew yourself and live 
a God-centered Christian 
life all through the New 
Year!

Christ is Born!

+Stefan Soroka  
Archbishop of Philadelphia 
for Ukrainians
Metropolitan of Ukrainian 
Catholics in the United 
States

+Paul Chomnycky, OSBM
Eparch of Stamford

+ Bohdan Danylo
Eparch of St. Josaphat in 
Parma

+John Bura (author)
Auxiliary Bishop of 
Philadelphia

Very Rev. Richard 
Janowicz, Apostolic 
Administrator
St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Eparchy in 
Chicago.

Christmas 2016
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Icon of the Nativity of Our Lord

by Sr. Bonnie Komarnicki, 
SSMI, of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Religious 
Education Centre

“Your Nativity, O Christ 
our God, made the 
light of knowledge 
dawn on the world: 
through it, those who 
worshipped the stars 
were taught by a star 
to worship You, the Sun 
of Righteousness, and 
to know You the Dawn 
from on high.  Glory to 
You, O Lord.” 
 -Tropar of the Nativity

The icon of the Nativity 
of our Lord is a rich 
source for meditation.  
In this icon we have 
all the characters of 
the beloved story of 
Christmas but we 
have so much more to 
discover.

Let us begin with the 
middle of the icon.  It 
is startling with the 
darkness of the cave.  
Some may wonder why 
such darkness would 
appear on the icon.   
It is a reminder of the 
darkness of the world, 
the darkness of sin, into 
which Christ the Lord 
enters.  We read in 
Isaiah 9:2 “ a people 
who walk in darkness 
have seen a great Light”.  
What is that great Light?  
It is a Child in swaddling 

cloths, it is the Son of 
God made human for 
our sake.  The brightness 
of the cloths the Child 
is wrapped in outshines 
our darkness.

Inside the cave are a 
donkey and an ox.  This 
is to fulfill the prophecy of 
Isaiah, “the ox knows his 
master and the donkey his 
owner’s manger but my 
people don’t recognize 
me.”  Always we see 
the ox and the donkey 
in the Icon because 
creation recognizes the 
Son of God who came 
Incarnate as a Child, the 
question is in the hustle 
and bustle of our lives, 
will we recognize God?

Mary, the Theotokos is 
turned slightly away from 
the Child Jesus.  We 
may think that odd but it 
is not out of unconcern.  
On the contrary.  She 
is actually is great awe 
of the mystery that has 
taken place.  She is truly 
aware Who her Son is.  
Furthermore, her gaze 
rests upon her beloved 
Joseph in the bottom 
corner of the icon who 
sits somewhat    dazed.  
There appears to be a 
stooped man talking to 
him.  Joseph is for us the 
figure who looks at these 
events and ponders on 
them.  He is a righteous 
man and when God 

calls upon him to protect 
Mary and the Child by 
taking them to Egypt, 
Joseph will not hesitate 
to do so.

Across from Joseph in 
the bottom right hand 
corner are the mid-
wives washing the Child 
Jesus.  It is a reminder 
to us that although this 
is truly God, He is also 
man and was born as a 
child.  It is this simple act 
of washing the Child that 
reminds us of this fact.

In the top left hand 
corner of the icon, are 
wise men arriving from 
the East on horses.  
They have followed the 

star to find the Sun of 
Righteousness of which 
the Tropar speaks.  They 
have studied books 
to come to find Christ 
and it is through book 
knowledge that they 
have discovered a path 
to Him.  This shows us 
that there are many 
paths to Christ.

The middle of the top is 
the Star.  It is brilliant and 
luminous shining over the 
place where the Child 
lay.  There are three rays 
beaming out of the star 
that represent the Trinity.  
We are always reminded 
of our faith and strong 
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belief in the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.

To the right of the Star, 
are the Angels telling 
the Shepherds the Good 
News: ‘Today in the town 
of David, a Saviour has 
been born to you.  He 
is Christ the Lord.”  (Luke 
2:11)  These Angels are 
messengers giving us 
Good News.  It is not 
just Good News - it is 

Icon of the Nativity of Our Lord

GREAT NEWS, amazing 
news - God is with us.  
The Angels whisper this 
in our ears everyday if 
we are willing to hear.

Just below those Angels 
are the Shepherds.  
Poor and humble men 
who probably had no 
education.  They came 
to believe in Jesus just 
because of what the 
Angels said to them and 

because they saw and 
believed.  How many of 
us have such a simple 
faith?  Wouldn’t it be nice 
to be a Shepherd and 
just believe without the 
need to prove anything? 

The other Angels in the 
icon are the Heavenly 
Hosts that sing: Glory to 
God in the highest and 
peace to God’s people 
on Earth. (Luke 2:14) This 

the Christmas wish for all 
the world praise to God 
and peace on earth.  
Let us pray for peace 
- peace in our hearts, 
peace in our families 
and peace in our world.

http://www.skeparchy.
o r g / n ew s - a r t i c l e s -
documents/issues-and-
reflection/reflections/
icon-of-the-nativity-of-
our-lord.html

Christmas Day-Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

The Way 
The message of Christ’s Nativity 
is as simple and as new today as 
it was more than 2,000 years ago: 
God is with us. In today’s torn 
world, these are words of 
consolation and courage. 

Christ’s birth marked the 
beginning of “The Way” on which 
He Himself embarked as a man: 
grounded in humility, steeped in 
the Scriptures, centered on 
concern for others.  

Early Christians referred to their 
faith as “The Way.” Our journey is 
the same as theirs. It’s a sojourn 
on earth that culminates in our 
arrival at the blessed dwelling 
awaiting us in what Pope Saint 
John Paul II called “our Father’s 
house.” 

As He did with the two men 
walking to Emmaus, Jesus joins 
us along The Way, revealing His 

teachings and revealing Himself in “the breaking of the bread.” 

As we contemplate the infant in the crèche at the front of the church today, we 
recognize the baby Jesus as the image of the invisible God who loves us. (Col 
1:15) 

Our prayer today: Jesus, even as an infant You showed us The Way to our 
Father’s house. Guide us on our journey. 
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TRADITIONAL UKRAINIAN CHRISTMAS EVE

There is a tradition 
for Ukrainian families 
to gather together on 
Christmas evening to 
share a common meal, 
which is called Holy 
Supper.  The house is 
spotlessly cleaned for 
this festive occasion.  
All members of the 
family dress in native 
embroidery .  Ukrainian 
embroidered table cloths 
and candles are placed 
on the table. At the 
corners of the table and 
underneath the tablecloth 
is placed some hay.

Holy Supper is a common 
meal for both the living 
and deceased members 
of the family.  One 
empty chair is placed 
in remembrance of all 
deceased members.  

Kolach is the Christmas 
bread which is placed at 
the center of the table.  
The Kolach is decorated 
in the form of three rings, 
representing the three 
Divine Persons of the 

Blessed Trinity.  The ring 
(circle-shape) represents 
the Eternity of God.  

In the corner of the 
room is placed the 
didukh – sheath of 
wheat or another good 
quality grain.  The word 
“didukh”  is translated 
as “ancestor” and  is 
a personification of all 
deceased members of the 
family – the forefathers 
who are guardians of 
the family and their spirit 
is present throughout the 
celebration.

The didukh is an integral 
part of the Ukrainian 
Christmas tradition.  It 
represents the fertile 
Ukrainian soil and faith 
in future eternal life.  The 
sheath is tied together 
in the middle reminding 
us of the unity among 
family members.  The 
didukh is at times tied 
together with flowers, 
ribbons, or embroidered 
cloth (towel) and varies 
in height from 3 to 6 feet 
tall.

The head of the family 
brings the didukh into 
the house and greets 
all those gathered for 
the Holy Supper with 
the traditional Christmas 
greeting, thanking God 
for good health and all 
the generous graces 
(blessings) received 

throughout the entire 
year.
 
The didukh is placed 
next to an icon of the 
Nativity of Our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, and 
is kept there throughout 
the entire Christmas 
celebration.

The youngest members 
of the family have 
the responsibility of 
diligently watching the 
evening sky for the 
appearance of the First 
Star.  After announcing 
its appearance, the 
entire family sings the 
traditional Christmas 
carol “God Eternal” and 
then sit down at table 
to begin Holy Supper.  
The oldest member  of 
the family distributes the 
prosphora, which was 
blessed in church on the 

Sunday before Christmas.  
The prosphora is then 
distributed to each family 
member  along with 
the Christmas greeting:  
“Christ Is Born!”  To which 
all respond:  “Glorify 
Him!”

Holy Supper consists 
of twelve meatless 
dishes (courses).  For 
throughout Philip’s Fast, 
the faithful have been 
preparing themselves in 
spirit and in body for the 
joyous celebration of the 
Feast of Our Lord’s birth.  
The fasting of the Holy 
Supper meal is a symbol 
of the eternal banquet in 
the Heavenly Kingdom.  
The most important 
of the twelve dishes is 
kutia, boiled kernels of 
wheat mixed with honey, 

Holy Supper Display at the “Treasury of 
Faith” Museum in 2015.

Didukh
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poppy seed and nuts.  
Kutia represents the 
inexpressible treasure of 
the Heavenly Banquet 
as well as our present 
spiritual richness of the 
Christian life.

Other dishes (courses) 
served are:  borscht, fish, 
varenyky with various 
fillings, meatless stuffed 
cabbage, mushroom 
gravy and the all-popular 
uzvar, a drink made from 

dried fruit, streudel-like 
pastry and various other 
baked desserts, such as 
traditional deep-fried 
donuts (pompushky), 
honey cake (medivnyk) 
and cookies.

Traditionally, Holy 
Supper ends with the 
singing of Christmas 
carols with all family 
members gathered.  
Then come the carolers 
to the homes.  The first 

TRADITIONAL UKRAINIAN CHRISTMAS EVE

carolers are always the 
younger children who 
greet the head of the 
household and his wife.  
On this joyous Feast of 
the Nativity of Our Lord, 
they express wishes 
for much prosperity 
and blessings and in 
turn receive a treat or 
monetary offering.

Let us seek to celebrate 
Holy Supper with our 
loved ones so that we 

may never lose this 
expression of family 
closeness and unity and 
that we may through 
prayer and celebration of 
our Christmas traditions 
enter more fully into the 
mystery of the Nativity 
of Our Lord God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.
    
Christ Is Born!  Glorify 
Him!  

To Metropolitan Stefan 
and all our readership,

The entire staff of “The Way” greets all 
on this joyous Feast of the Nativity of 
Our Lord God and Savior, Jesus Christ!

May the guiding light of the Bethlehem 
Star lead us to The Way of Christ -

the path to salvation.

Therefore, let us all sing the Christmas 
carol, Boh Predvichny - God Eternal:

God Eternal is born today
He came down from above

To save us with His love
Christ is Born! Christ, the Son of God.

“The Way”
Holiday Schedule

The first 2017 issue of “The Way” will be 
the January 22, 2017 Issue.

Visit our website, blog, or Facebook page 
for any news or updates.

http://www.ukrarcheparchy.us
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Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols 
 

Sunday, January 15, 2017 
 

3:00 PM 
 

at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of  
the Immaculate Conception 

830 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 
 

Donations to support the Cathedral will be gratefully accepted 
 
 

Фестиваль Українських Різдвяних Колядок 
 

Неділя, 15-го січня 2017 року Божого 
 

о 3-й годині пополудні 
 

в Українській Католицькій Катедрі 
Непорочного Зачаття 

830 Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 
 

Добровільний даток на Катедру буде радо прийнятий 
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‘CONFRONT THE DEFICIT’ PROGRAM UPDATE

The offices and rectory 
of our Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception 
have been moved into 
the updated former 
convent located next to 
the Cathedral.

Our Treasury of Faith 
Museum has now 
been moved into newly 
prepared rooms in the 
Cathedral basement.  
The displays are being 
set up, a process which 
will take until spring.  
The new location is very 
promising, will look great, 
and will enhance visits 
by people visiting our 
golden-dome Cathedral.

The former school 
building in which the 
Treasury of Faith Museum 
was located is now 
undergoing preparation 
to accommodate the 
Chancery.  Phone lines 
and internet is being 
installed, and some walls 
and alterations are being 
done.  

The Byzantine Catholic 
Supply store will continue 
to be located on the 
lower level of the new 
Chancery facility.

The necessary 
engineering preparations 
and bidding for the 
installation of the needed 
elevator to serve both 
existing buildings is in 

process.  This is the most 
costly portion of the 
project but required for 
handicap access.  One 
elevator will serve two 
buildings.

We intend to move the 
Chancery operations 
as soon as the 
new alterations are 
completed, so as to 
vacate the present 
buildings completely.  
This will allow for the 
leasing of the existing 
Chancery and Cathedral 
offices, thereby providing 
for much needed 
operating revenue for 
the Archeparchy. The 
‘Confront the Deficit’ 
program is a necessity to 
allow for the Archeparchy 
to meet normal operating 
expenses, without further 
burdening the parishes.

We have been able to 
successfully cover the 
costs to date; yet, the 
more expensive portion 
of the elevator installation 
needs your urgent 
financial help.  I beg you 
to consider offering a 
generous Christmas gift 
to the Archeparchy to 
help us to complete this 
very necessary project.  
The generosity of our 
faithful and some of our 
parishes has allowed 
us to proceed and to 
meet the costs to date.  
We are thankful for the 
assistance received.  

We are now in need of significant financial help to 
address the elevator expense.  We cannot afford 
to move forward without your financial help. 
Please help in whatever way you can by sending 
an offering to the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy, 
827 N Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123.

My heartfelt thanks to you for your understanding 
and for your anticipated generous assistance.  
God bless you richly in ways only He can!

+ Stefan Soroka

Metropolitan-Archbishop 

Lease sign by the old rectory

Former “Treasury of Faith” Museum
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Divine Liturgy for Benefactors
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka offered 
the homily on December 
9, 2016 at the Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception 
during the Divine Liturgy 
for Benefactors of the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia.  

In his homily, Metropolitan 
Soroka said, “Today we 
have gathered together 
to give thanks to the 
many benefactors of 
our Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia...We ask for 
God’s blessings upon 
those gifts generously 
offered and to those who 
offered them.  We ask for 
God’s choicest blessings 
upon the benefactors.  
We joyfully celebrate 
thanksgiving for our 
benefactors on today’s 
feast of the Conception 
of St. Ann with Mary, the 
Mother of God.”

Watch video of homily 
at  https://youtu.be/
j02F1vs2nPM

Full text of homily...

Слава Ісусу Христу!

On the night before Jesus 
was crucified, Jesus sat 
down to have one last 
meal with his disciples.  
The highlight of the 
evening was when Jesus 

gave thanks with a loaf of 
bread and a cup of wine, 
and then shared both with 
his disciples, saying, “This 
is My Body”, “this is My 
Blood”.  Can you think of 
anything more beautiful 
than turning a moment 
of sadness into a feast of 
thanksgiving?  We know 
it as the Eucharist.  It is 
a Greek word that simply 
means grateful.  Jesus 
took bread, blessed it.  
Then he took the cup and 
gave thanks.

Today, as followers of 
Christ, we have gathered 
to give thanks for the 
many benefactors of 
our Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia.  We offer 
thanksgiving in the same 
manner our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ did 
and continues to do 
through us.  At God’s 
holy altar, we embrace 
the specific gifts offered 
whether materially, in 
prayer or with sacrifice.  
We raise them to God 
in thanksgiving.  We 
ask for God’s blessings 
upon the gifts generously 
offered and known to 
Him.  We ask for God’s 
choicest blessings upon 
the benefactors. 
  
We joyfully celebrate 
thanksgiving for our 
benefactors on today’s 
Feast of the Conception 
St. Ann with the Mary, 
the Mother of God.  

Joachim and Ann so 
wanted to have a child.  
They prayerfully told God 
that they wanted a child 
so that they may be able 
to participate in whatever 
God wanted.  They 
were completely open to 
God’s plan.   God waited 
until they were elderly 
and beyond childbearing 
years so that they would 
know that the child they 
conceived was not from 
their effort but from God.  
Joachim and Ann knew 
that their child was part 
of God’s plan.  Their 
gift expressed in deep 
prayer and with complete 
trust in God manifested 
itself.  Ann gave birth to 
a daughter, whom she 
named Mary.  

The Feast of the 
Conception of Ann 
reminds us of how God 
uses our gifts offered for 
His plans.  Our trust in 
God and our readiness to 
give generously from our 
gifts, whether in prayer, 
with sacrifice or materially 
manifests themselves 
in miraculous ways.  

Our gifts, individually 
and humbly offered, 
combined with the gifts 
shared from others, are 
mysteriously transformed 
when they are raised in 
thanksgiving at the altar 
of God.  They become 
a source of strength and 
nurture in faith.  God 
blesses them and uses 
them in His plan.  God 
blesses those who choose 
to offer gifts generously 
for use in His plans.

We humbly celebrate this 
Liturgy of Thanksgiving for 
our benefactors whose 
names we remember 
during the praying of the 
Liturgy.  God already 
knows their generous 
hearts.  We raise these 
gifts in thanksgiving and 
offer them for the Lord’s 
use in His plan.  We 
ask for God’s choicest 
blessings upon our 
benefactors.   May each 
know of God’s love and 
touch for their respective 
needs.

Слава Ісусу Христу!

Metropolitan Stefan offers homily



DECEMBER 18, 2016  10

Families gather in Frackville for telling of Christ’s birth

Vicki Terwilliger / 
Published: December 12, 
2016

FRACKVILLE — A real-
life, newly created family 
had the honors Sunday 
of portraying the Holy 
Family in the annual 
Christmas Pageant at St. 
Michael the Archangel 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church.

Joel Stepanchick, his 
wife, Ann, and their 
5-month-old son, Jonah, 
portrayed Joseph, Mary 
and the Baby Jesus for 
the program. It featured 
costumed children, 
performances, scripture, 
music, verse and images 
telling the story of Jesus 
Christ’s birth.

“We’ve been in the 
pageant before but this 
was the first time with our 
son, of course,” Joel said 
prior to the pageant’s 
start. “My wife grew up 
here in this church. With 
all the kids, it’s a bit 
chaotic, but it’s fun and 
gives you something to 
look forward to for the 
holidays.”

Ann said one of the 
directors, Donna Spotts, 
had asked if her family 
would be willing to 
participate. She said all 
of Jonah’s grandparents 
were attending the 
service, as well as her 

brother and his two 
children, who were also 
in the program as an 
angel and shepherd.

Ann said one tradition 
her family is looking 
forward to is the Holy 
Night Supper, held on 
Christmas Eve each year. 
This year, her mother will 
be hosting the supper. It’s 
a tradition passed down 
from her grandmother’s 
family, she said, which 
includes 12 special 
dishes and special linens.

For Mike Spotts, now 11, 
he’s been in the pageant 
for years, and made his 

debut as the Baby Jesus.
This year, he portrayed 
the star.

“We do this so we can 
get everyone together. 
I think all the little 
angels and shepherds 
really enjoy it,” Spotts, 
Frackville, said.

The pageant took the 
audience on a musical, 
visual journey, from 
songs like “O Come All 
Ye Faithful,” “Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing,” “O 
Holy Night,” “Angels We 
Have Heard on High” 
and even some Ukrainian 
carols.

John Meridionale, whose 
mother, Tanya, also 
helps direct the pageant, 
is a seasoned performer. 
This year, he was a 
shepherd. In other years, 
he had been a wise man 
and the angel Gabriel.
“Just practicing and 
getting ready with the 
little kids is probably 
the hardest part,” 
Meridionale, 13, of 
Frackville, said. “We have 
a lot more participants 
this year.”

His 11-year-old brother, 

(continued on next page)

Photo: St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church Frackville 
Facebook Page
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Nicholas Meridionale, 
meanwhile, took on the 
part of a wise man, as 
well as the third vocalist.
“It’s fun being there 
to sing the part for all 
the people to hear,” 
Nicholas said.

Lilianna Rettzo, 4, of 
Gilberton, reprised her 
role again this year as 
an angel. Kneeling down 
beside Baby Jesus was 

the part of the pageant 
Lilianna said she liked 
best.

Following the pageant, 
a dinner was held in the 
parish hall, as families 
shared the Christmas 
spirit.

The Rev. Petro Zvarych 
welcomed all to the 
pageant and dinner. 
Joining him were his 

Families gather in Frackville for telling of Christ’s birth

mother, Lubov Zvarych, 
and his niece, Olesia 
Zvarych, both from 
Ukraine. The Rev. 
Deacon Paul Spotts also 
greeted visitors.

Tanya Meridionale 
said those participating 
included Dominik Boxer 
and Logan Ludwig, wise 
men; Sarah Halupa 
and Nicholaus Ludwig, 
narrators; Abigail Kuzio, 

angel Gabriel; the brass 
ensemble musical group, 
led by Deb Kosick; and 
guitar accompaniment 
by Steve Mazur.

http://republicanherald.
com/news/ fam i l i e s -
ga the r - i n - f rackv i l l e -
for-tel l ing-of-christ-s-
birth-1.2128942

Bishop David Motiuk from Canada visits Cathedral on 
Feast Day of St. Nicholas

On December 6, 2016, 
the Feast Day of St. 
Nicholas, a Divine Liturgy 
was celebrated with 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka, Bishop 
David Motiuk visiting 
from the Edmonton 
Eparchy in Canada, as 
well as several clergy 
from the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia. Lisa 
Oprysk, cantor, as well 
as the Missionary Sisters 
of the Mother of God led 
in the responses to the 
Liturgy at the Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, 
Philadelphia, PA. 

Towards the end of the Divine Liturgy, Cathedral Rector, Rev. Roman Pitula wished greetings and Mnohaya 
Lita to everyone named Nicholas. The Divine Liturgy concluded with the singing of "O Kto Kto" to St. 
Nicholas. 

Here is the link to the video: https://youtu.be/UbWvJAjX2wk

Bishop David Motiuk, pictured right, during the December 6, 2016 
Divine Liturgy with Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka.  Also 
pictured are Rev. Roman Sverdan, Rev. Roman Pitula and Rev. 

Roman Petryshak.
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IS GOD CALLING YOU TO CONSIDER RELIGIOUS LIFE?

I invite women and 
men who have given 
thought to considering 
religious life to meet 
with me, so as to help 
me understand thoughts 
and hopes cherished 
by candidates.  What 
are the perceptions of 
religious or monastic 
life today?  What 
are women and men 
considering religious life 
today anticipating from 
choosing consecrated 
life and ministry?  Are 
there challenges faced 
by potential candidates 
which we as a Church 
do not fully understand?  
It would assist me 
to consider what I 
as Archbishop may 
facilitate to assist men 
and women to choose 
religious life.  I propose 
to meet as a group at 
a place, time and day 
most convenient to 
those who respond, or 
individually, if preferred.

If you would like to 
participate, kindly send 
an email to my attention 
at ukrmet@ukrcap.org.  Please provide your name, address, phone number, and indicate a preferred 
time to meet; that is, weekday or weekend, and time of day.  Your interest and information will remain 
completely confidential with me.  I will then suggest a time and place to meet most convenient to 
respondents. 

Thank you for your anticipated assistance in helping me to understand and nurture God’s call to 
religious life today. 

Archbishop Stefan Soroka
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Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, 
Philadelphia, PA celebrates 50th Anniversary 

of Laying of Cornerstone.  

On December 11, 2016 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka was the 
main celebrant and 
homilist at a 10:00 am 
Divine Liturgy at the 
Cathedral. 

In his homily, 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka spoke 
about the revitalization 
of the neighborhood 
around the Cathedral 
and of how many new 
families are moving into 
the area.  He spoke 
of needing to be a 
welcoming parish.  

Metropolitan Stefan 
spoke of Fr. Pitula, 
Cathedral Rector, and 
Fr. Sverdan's, Parochial 
Vicar, initiatives such 
as offering monthly 
children's Liturgies and 
offering Confession 
before the Liturgies.  He 
mentioned how having 
the presence of the relics 
of Blessed Bishop Martyr 
Mykola Charnetsky and 
the replica of the Shroud 
of Turin are drawing 
many visitors to the 
Cathedral.

Metropolitan Stefan said 
how today's celebration 
of the Cathedral's Feast 

(continued on next page)

Fr. Roman Petryshak, Fr. Roman Sverdan, Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka, Fr. Roman Pitula, Fr. George Worshack, and Altar 

Servers at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy 

Mother Evhenia, MSMG, leading the children in prayer and songs



(continued from previous page)
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Day was something not 
done for many years, and 
how it was the initiative 
of Fr. Pitula and Fr. 
Sverdan.  Metropolitan 
Stefan said  Fr. Pitula 
and Fr. Sverdan are 
attempting to create a 
new inviting environment 
for the Cathedral 
and how every parish 
needs to continually 
renew itself to ensure 
it is welcoming to new 
faithful.  Metropolitan 
Stefan is hopeful that 
newly arrived immigrants 
to the Philadelphia area 
will choose to make the 
Cathedral parish their 
spiritual home.

After the Divine Liturgy 
a children's concert was 
performed in the parish 
hall with a surprise visit 
by St. Nicholas.

Watch a video from 
the Liturgy and 
the Reception at 
https://youtu.be/
OCbvLVJTtQM  

See more pictures 
on our “Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia” 
Facebook page.

Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, 
Philadelphia, PA celebrates 50th Anniversary 

of Laying of Cornerstone.  

St. Nicholas poses for a picture with Fr. Pitula, Fr. Sverdan and 
some of the performers of the concert

Metropolitan Stefan is pictured among those enjoying the concert
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THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD - JANUARY 6, 2017

The Feast of Theophany 
is a celebration of an 
historic event, the Baptism 
of Christ. In addition, we 
celebrate all the different 
manifestations of God 
(Theophanies) to men 
in the Person of Jesus 
Christ, the Word made 
flesh. We celebrate in 
this Feast His mysterious 
union with humanity in the 
Church — a union of faith 
and love, engendering 
men to a new spiritual 
life in Baptism. The event 
of the Baptism of Christ 
in the Jordan River (Mk. 
1: 9-11) serves to reveal 
this union in a clear and 
special manner.

In accordance with the 
Gospel this is the first 
revelation of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit — 
the Holy Trinity. The icon 
brings this revelation 
to us. At the top of the 
icon, the opening of 
heaven is symbolized by 
the segment of a circle. 
This circle signifies God's 
presence and witness 
at the event. Emanating 
from the circle are rays 
of light surrounding the 
Holy Spirit, depicted 
in the figure of a dove 
descending upon our 
Savior Who is being 
baptized in the Jordan 
by John. In this graphic 
manner, the Father 
and the Holy Spirit 
give testimony to the 

appearance of the Son 
of God in the flesh 
among mankind.

In this icon, we are 
immediately drawn to 
the Person of Christ. He 
stands in the waters of the 
Jordan. The iconographic 
imagery expresses that 
not just a part, but the 
entire body of Christ is 
immersed in the Jordan 
in token of His burial; for 
in Colossians we read: 
"In baptism you were 
not only buried with Him 
but also raised to life 
with Him because you 
believed in the power 
of God Who raised Him 
from the dead." (2: 12) 
The icon's illustration of 
the total immersion of 
Christ as well as His right 
hand bless-ing the waters 
signifies the sanctification 
and purification of 
the waters by Christ. 
No longer is water an 
image of death, but an 
image of birth into a 
new life which we share 
with Christ Who took 
upon Himself the sins 
of the world. In Christ 
we celebrate that all of 
creation is renewed.

A further illustration of our 
coming to share this new 
life in Christ is the symbol 
of Christ undergoing 
Baptism "clothed" in the 
nakedness of Adam, the 
Father of all mankind. 

Through Christ's 
sanctification of the 
waters, He enables us 
to be raised up with Him 
and to put on the robes 
of incorruptibility.

The role of John the 
Baptist is depicted by the 
placing of his right hand 
on the head of Christ 
- a gesture which has 
always been an integral 
part of the sacramental 
ritual of Baptism. With 
his left hand, John makes 
a gesture of prayer, 
symbolizing the trembling 
awe which overwhelmed 
him at the sight of the 
divine manifestation.

Present in the icon are 
Angels with their hands 
covered. Their heads are 
bowed as an indication 
of their role of service to 
God and their reverence 
for Him Whom they 
serve.

The Icon of Theophany 
brings us visually 
and symbolically to 
the presence of the 
manifestation of God, the 
revelation of the Trinity, 
and the deep, spiritually 
rich significance of 
Baptism. In its presence 
we know that God does 
reveal Himself to us 
and that through our 
Baptism, established by 
the Baptism of Christ, we 
are made new in Christ.

TROPARION — At Your 
Baptism in the Jordan, 
O Lord, the worship of 
the Trinity was revealed; 
for the Father's voice 
bore witness to You by 
calling You His "beloved 
Son", and the Spirit 
in the form of a dove 
confirmed the truth of 
these words, O Christ 
God. You appeared and 
enlightened the world. 
Glory be to You!

God-Is-With-Us 
Icon Packet
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Chancery Staff Christmas Luncheon

Very Rev. Andriy Rabiy, Vicar General expresses Christmas greetings to Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka during Annual Christmas Luncheon at the Archbishop's residence for Chancery Staff of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, Tuesday, December 13, 2016.

Watch a video on our YouTube Channel at https://youtu.be/2hP_IArNirw



(continued on next page)
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Sodality Girls Christmas Party
The Sodality Girls at St. 
Nicholas, Passaic, NJ, led 
by Sr. Cecelia Sworin, SSMI, 
enjoyed a Christmas Party 
during which they decorated 
the Christmas trees at the 
Sisters’ convent, exchanged 
gifts with their Secret Santa, 
enjoyed a pizza party with 
special treats such as hot 
chocolate and ice-cream, 
and especially enjoyed their 
friendship and time together. 
Days before the Christmas 
Party, the girls got together 
to make Christmas Bell cards 
for the sick and homebound 
in the parish, which will be 
distributed by Fr. Andriy 
during his visits.

Celebrating Fr. Andriy's Feast Day 

On the Day of St. Andrew the Apostle, our Pastor and Administrator 
Fr. Andriy was invited for morning prayers at the school, during 
which time the children, faculty and parents prayed for him, asking 
God to bless, guide and protect him. After prayers, the children 
greeted Fr. Andriy with messages, special songs and gifts. At the 
end, Fr. Andriy made sure that everyone departed the cafeteria 
with a delicious chocolate. 

Dear Fr. Andriy: We thank you for being like the Good Shepherd, 
the one who cares for his flock. We thank God for the Gift of your 
life and for the Gift of your vocation to thePriesthood. We ask St. 
Andrew, your patron, to intercede before God for the graces and 
blessings which you need. May St. Andrew be your example of 
discipleship and self-giving in God’s service. We wish you many 
blessed, healthy and happy years with God’s love, protection and 
guidance.

Life at St. Nicholas School, Passaic, NJ in the last few weeks
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Life at St. Nicholas School, Passaic, NJ in the last few weeks
Christmas Show

On December 4, St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic School children, prepared by their wonderful and dedicated 
teachers, performed a beautiful and powerful Christmas Show. The show began with grades 3, 4, and 5 
performing “Simple Gifts” with accompaniment by recorders, and “That’s Christmas To Me,” with a slide 
show of the children’s Christmas photos through the years. As always, grades Pre-K through 2 were a 
hit with their musical numbers, and grade 6 performed a “Vertep” in Ukrainian. Finally, grades 7 and 8 
performed a play about a Christmas party hosted by the Christ Child, but for which everybody is “too busy 
with Christmas” to come. They reminded everyone that “The best gift we can give this Christmas season 
cannot be found in any department store or mall. It cannot be boxed, taped up, and wrapped. No amount 
of money can purchase a gift greater then what every person can give free. It is a gift madeup of our love… 
our love for God, our love for those around us, and for those in need.  For more pictures please visit:  St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church Facebook

St. Nicholas’ Visit and Kids Go Shopping
December 6 was a very busy day for all at SNUCS. After 
participating in the Divine Liturgy on the day of our Patron, St. 
Nicholas, the students had the opportunity to go “Christmas 
shopping” for their relatives and friends. The bazaar was 
organized by the PTA and chaired by parents Mrs. Roman 
and Mrs. Lebid. In the afternoon we received a special guest - 
St. Nicholas stopped by after receiving our letter and traveling 
for 4 weeks. He visited each classroom, bringing delicious 
chocolate to all, including the faculty. The PTA presented a 
Christmas gift and greetings to each teacher, thanking the 
teachers for the dedication and love which they share with 
each student. 

For more pictures please visit:
https://www.facebook.com/stnicholasukrainiancatholic/posts/1188119861268049
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Saint Stephen Ukrainian Catholic Church, Toms River, NJ, 
Celebrates Parish Thanksgiving Holiday Feast

 

On Sunday, November 
20, 2016, following the 
10:30 AM Ukrainian 
Liturgy, almost one-
hundred (100) 
parishioners and guests 
were treated to a 
warm and elaborate 
Thanksgiving Parish 
Feast in the Church 
Community Center.  
Men and women of the 
Saint Stephen Parish set-
up and decorated the 
newly-renovated parish 
community center in a 
wonderful Ukrainian Fall 
theme, complete with 
beautiful, hand-made 
centerpieces adorning 
a white, table-cloth 
environment, with festive 
music complementing 
the event.
 
Saint Stephen 
parishioners and guests 
were treated to a wide 
variety and assortment 
of delicious home-made 
appetizers and desserts.
 
The Thanksgiving Feast 
began with a prayer 
and an audience 
greeting by Pastor Rev. 
Popyk, followed by the 
serving of the parish 
meal.  Parish fundraising 
activities included a 
50/50 raffle and a 
raffle for an impressive 
variety of a “basket 
of cheer.”  A special 
Thanksgiving poem 

written by Saint Stephen 
Parish poetess, Lydia 
Bargiuk, was eloquently 
narrated and presented 
by her niece, Diana, 
as special Thanksgiving 
entertainment to the 
gathering.
 
The Saint Stephen 
Parish Thanksgiving 
Holiday Feast was an 

outstanding success, and 
all are invited to attend 
our January 29th, 2017, 
“Prosfora” in the Saint 
Stephen Community 
Center.
 
On behalf of our 
entire Saint Stephen 
Ukrainian Catholic Parish 
community, we wish 
everyone a Blessed and 

Joyful Christmas, and a 
Healthy and Prosperous 
New Year…God Bless!
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Superior General of the Sisters Servants celebrates 
Golden Jubilee of Consecrated Life

 
The Sisters Servants in the American 
Province were privileged to have 
Sr. Theresa Anne Slota, Superior 
General of the Sisters Servants of 
Mary Immaculate, among them in 
Sloatsburg to celebrate her 50th 
Jubilee as a Sister Servant.  On 
November 27th, Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka, Archeparchy of Philadelphia 
and Bishop Kurt Burnette, Eparchy 
of Passaic, celebrated an 11:00 
Divine Liturgy at St. Mary’s Chapel.  
In his homily, Archbishop Stefan 
focused on the Gospel about the 
woman who had “a spirit of infirmity 
for 18 years, bent over and could 

not straighten herself.”  Archbishop Stefan noted that sometimes each of us feel bent over with sorrow, grief 
or disappointment.  The woman could not see Jesus as she was lost in her own affliction but Jesus saw 
her need and healed her.  Jesus sees our needs through people inspired to see and serve.  Archbishop 
then acknowledged Sr. Theresa’s healing service during these 50 years.  Sr. Kathleen, Provincial Superior 
greeted Sr. Theresa on behalf of the Immaculate Conception Province followed by words of gratitude from 
Sr. Theresa.

A festive dinner was held in the gallery at which time the Sisters presented a program honoring Sr. Theresa 
and her life of prayer and service.
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HOLY GHOST CHURCH DEDICATES '"The Chapel" 
A Ukrainian Catholic social, cultural and faith center"

A small white formerly 
Methodist Chapel has 
been transformed into 
"The Chapel: A Ukrainian 
Catholic Social, cultural 
and faith center" in West 
Easton PA. A dedication 
of the building was held 
on November 6, 2016.

Archpriest Daniel Troyan, 
Pastor, Msgr Peter 
Waslo, Archpriest David 
Clooney, and Fr Evhen 
Moniuk joined with over 
a hundred parishioners, 
friends and veterans to 
celebrate the Moleben 
to the Mother of God in 
thanksgiving and asking 
for her protection. The 
building was blessed and 
an Open House was held 
from 3:30-6:00PM.  Ihor 
Mirchuk, a member of 
Holy Ghost and cantor 
for the Ukrainian Liturgy, 
offered a presentation 
on the Maydan and the 

effect on the current civil, 
religious and political 
scene in Ukraine.

The Chapel is currently 
home to the Ukrainian 
American Veterans Post 
42, a weekly AA meeting, 
Religious classes for 
children and adults, 
and a grief counseling 
support group.

Purchased by Holy 
Ghost Church in 1993 
the chapel has stood 
vacant and was primarily 
used for storage.  The 
pastor, pastoral and 
financial council decided 
to invest in the building 
rather than demolish it. 
Success of the project 
is due to the generosity 
of the parishioners who 
donated time, building 
materials, talent and 
many hours in drywalling, 
painting, and repairing 

the building.

The project was a true 
community builder and 

has given the parish new 
life and new hope. 

Archpriest Daniel Troyan, Pastor, dedicates 
“The Chapel” across the street from Holy 
Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church, West 
Easton, PA on November 6, 2016.
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Remembering Myroslav Ivan Cardinal Lubachivsky  
(by Monsignor John Terlecky)

December 14, 2016, marks the sixteenth anniversary of the falling asleep of the servant of God, Myroslav 
Ivan Cardinal Lubachivsky, Major Archbishop of Lviv and the Primate of the Ukrainian Catholic Church 
from 1985 till 2000.  In my view, Cardinal Lubachivsky may well be  the less appreciated hierarch of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church of the twentieth century.  He is comparable to the Old Testament prophet Elisha, 
who received the mantle of prophecy from Saint Elias and was blessed to cross the waters of the river 
Jordan into his native territory.  Cardinal Lubachivsky inherited the mantle of leadership of our Church from 
Patriarch Josyf Slipyi and became the one graced to return our Church from a period of fifty-three years 
of exile to its rightful inheritance and legal status in its native homeland, Ukraine.

Twenty-five years ago, this historic moment took place on Palm Sunday, March 31, 1991, when his plane 
from Rome landed in Lviv, and was greeted by the leadership of the underground Church of Ukraine as 
well as its outstanding civic leaders.  It is said that over one hundred thousand people lined the streets from 
the Lviv Airport to the entrance of Saint George Cathedral to celebrate this triumphant event that day.  The 
flock that he inherited would come to admire their elderly shepherd (he was 77 years old at the time) for 
his humble discipline and his fidelity to the Holy See.  

It is not my intention to compose a biography of Cardinal Lubachivsky.  That information can be easily 
acquired online from many a source.  What I would rather focus on would be his accomplishments as a 
leading catechist/apologist of our Church in the twentieth century.  The corpus of the literature he wrote 
during his years of priestly ministry while living in the United States speaks for itself:  books on the Nicene 
Creed, on the Ten Commandments, on the chief truths of the Catholic Church, a liturgical compendium 
for seminarians and clergy as well as two books of his sermons.  During the time of the early years of his 
return to Ukraine, he devoted time to  personally translate the famous Latin Manual of Moral Theology 
for the students of the newly-formed Holy Spirit Ukrainian Greek Catholic Seminary of Lviv.  As Major 

Archbishop of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, he wrote much 
about the polemics of the millennium of Ukrainian Christianity in 
1988, most notably. “Was it really Russia that was baptized in 988 
A.D.?”.  His 1987 overture for public reconciliation between the 
various divisions of the Church of Ukraine was mildly embraced 
by the Roman Catholic hierarchy of Poland and outright ignored 
by the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church. He 
laid the framework for the re-actualization of the Lviv Theological 
Academy that was suppressed under the Soviet regime in 1946 
and appointed its first Vice-Rector, Dr. Borys Gudziak (the present 
bishop of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Eparchy of Paris, France).

In the Cardinal’s 2000 obituary that was written by the well-
known ecumenist Michael Bordeaux of Keston College and which 
appeared worldwide in the Catholic newspaper “The Guardian”, 
the author identifies the Cardinal as “the symbol of the Ukrainian 
Church that Stalin could not destroy”.  His earthly remains lie in 
the crypt of Saint George Cathedral in Lviv – in the same sacred 
environment where lie the tombs of his famous predecessors, 
Venerable Metropolitan Andrei Sheptytskyi and  Patriarch Josyf 
Slipyi.
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16th ANNUAL CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE AT PASSAIC PARISH

As we prayerfully anticipate the joys 
and blessings of Christmas, St. Nicholas 
–Passaic parishioners extended their 
generosity to those who are less fortunate. 
Our 16th Annual Christmas Giving Tree 
Project gives us an opportunity to enable 
others to experience the joy of Christmas. 
Our gifts provide love, warmth and hope 
to children in need. This year, gifts were 
collected for the orphan children at the 
Church of The Protection of the Mother of 
God in Potutory-village, Berezhany-region, 
Ternopil-oblast. Rev. Ivan Popivchak is 
the pastor.  The Parish Social Concerns 
Committee, spearheaded by Marusia 
Durbak, her husband Ivan, volunteers, 
Joseph and Irene Sywenkyj and others 
donated their time and talents in packing all of the wonderful gifts slated for delivery to Ukraine. With joy 
we share our good fortune and send the New Born Savior’s love to warm every child's heart.

Christmas Baked Goods Sale in Hazelton

Each year, the devoted and 
faithful parishioners of Saint 
Michael the Archangel Ukrainian-
Greek Catholic Church in 
Hazleton, PA, come together 
over a period of several weeks 
to grind walnuts, make poppy 
paste, mix dough, and handroll 
over 1,500 rolls for their annual 
Christmas sale.  This year, their 
sale is on Tuesday, December 
20th in the church hall at 72 N. 
Laurel Street in Hazleton.  Doors 
open at 7:30 a.m.  There will 
be nut roll, poppy seed roll, 
poppy seed with raisins roll, and 
apricot roll for sale.  Each roll 
costs $9.00.  

Photo: Joseph Snyder, Jr., Patricia Snyder, Nancy Snyder, Anne Strock, Cantor Matthew Kenenitz (first row), 
Fr. James Melnic, Joseph Snyder, Peter Smetana, James Snyder (back row)
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St. Nicholas visits Hillside, NJ Parish
 
Hillside, NJ –  On 
Sunday, December 
4, 2016, St. Nicholas 
visited the children 
and parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Hillside (Union 
County), NJ.    
 
The children honored St. 
Nicholas by presenting 
an inspiring bilingual 
holiday entertainment 
program that included:
 
• Christmas music 
performed on the piano, 
clarinet, trumpet and 
saxophone
• Several vocal 
selections of Christmas 
melodies
 

St. Nicholas poses with the Hillside, NJ parish children and 
Parish Administrator Rev. Vasyl Vladyka.

Rev. Vasyl Vladyka, Parish Administrator, led the attendees in prayer and koliady.  Russ Pencak served as 
liaison to St. Nicholas.     Mike Szpyhulsky served as emcee.
 
Additional photos can be found on the parish website www.byzcath.org/ImmaculateConception and 
Facebook page.
 

St. Nicholas visits McAdoo

St Nicholas was greeted by children and guests after 
Liturgy on December 4th.  He talked with the kids- big 
and small while they enjoyed brunch prepared by the 
cooks of St. Mary's, McAdoo, PA.  He promised to 
stay and help with the dishes... next year!
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Transfiguration Sunday School Class                

Transfiguration Church in Shamokin has been blessed by having Sisters 
Zenovia and Natalia as the motivators of their Sunday School program. 
The sisters have been meeting with the parish children every week after 
the 9:30 Divine  Liturgy in our former kindergarten classroom.They have 
provided instruction for the First Penance classes as well as many young 
children in our parish. This year two children, Alexander Wilk and Andrew 
Kuzmick,received First Penance and Solemn Holy Communion.

On November 6th, 2016 Sister Natalia presented the parish children with 
a program called Safe Place For Our Children  in which the children were 
presented many different scenarios as to how to stay safe at the church, 
school, and playground. This same program was presented to the workers 
and volunteers of the parish on September 18, 2016. The purpose of this 

program is to provide a safe atmosphere 
for all the members of the parish and offer 
them instruction as to what to do in various 
dangerous situations. 

The parish is blessed with good and 
professional teachers and instructors of 
Catholic Catechism for our parish children.                 

Also,  St. Nicholas visited our parish on 
December 4, with  gifts for the children of 
our church.                

May God's  blessings be on all the teachers 
and children of Transfiguration Ukrainian 
Catholic Sunday School in Shamokin,PA. 
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Saint Nicholas visits and greets children of Front Royal 
Ukrainian Catholic Mission Parish

St. Nicholas visits 
Washington, DC

St. Nicholas visits some of 
the Children of the Ukrainian 
Catholic National Shrine of the 
Holy Family, Washington, DC
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Mt. Carmel Church Hosts Brunch with the Grinch

MOUNT CARMEL — Ss. Peter & Paul Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, had a Brunch with the Grinch, 
Saturday, December 10 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The family-style Grinch-themed meal featured 
courses like “Who Hash” and “Roast Beast.” 
Attendees received a holiday photo with the Grinch 
and enjoyed a movie, story time, kids Who-themed 
games and activities, won door prizes including 
movie tickets, and passes to the Climb-a-lot 
Clubhouse, The Children’s Museum.
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Saint Nicholas Breakfast in Northampton, PA
On Saturday-December 3, 
2016 St. John’s held our 
6th Annual St. Nicholas 
Breakfast in our social hall. 
All 60 tickets were sold out, 
with 36 children attending 
(last we had 28 children!). 
A wonderful breakfast was 
served with fresh muffins, 
homemade baked goods, 
pancakes, scrambled eggs 
and ham, juice and lots of 
coffee!
 
This Program was started 
by Nadine Harbove 6 years 
ago and everyone always looks forward to this event – especially the children.
 
A Christmas Story was read to the children by Rob Barbieri and his 2 sons, Matthew and Steven
 
St. Nicholas makes a special appearance and each child is given a special gift that’s chosen just for 
them. Karen Kucharik does a wonderful job with organizing all the gifts!  The children sang our Ukrainian 
Christmas Carol to welcome St. Nicholas.
 
Nadine Harbove’s “A Team” who helped with set-up, baking, serving and tear down are: Lisa Yonosh, 
Paulette Yonosh, Karen Kucharik (missing from photo), Mary Hochmiller, Nick Ellis, Kelsey Rimsky, Felica 
Dana, Chloe Marx, Eddie Eidem and Stevi Platzer. GREAT JOB!
 
Father David Clooney led us in our opening prayers and enjoyed the Christmas Breakfast and had photo’s 
taken with the children.
 
It was a magical day – enjoyed by all!
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St John's Religious Education Christmas Program!

On Tuesday- December 
13, 2016 – St John’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Northampton PA held its 
annual Religious Education 
Christmas Program for 
parents and grandparents.
 
We had a terrific 
audience and 32 of our 
33 Religious Education 
Students participated in the 
Christmas Program.  The 
Program was orchestrated 
by Mrs. Andrea Neagle with 
help from the remaining 
8 Religious Education 
Teachers.
 
New to our program this year were our violinist’s: Elizabeth and Catherine Neagle and Kehley Kochan.  
Thank you ladies for a job well done!

The Program was a great success and was followed up by Christmas Cookies, Snacks and Drinks in the 
Church Social Hall for all to enjoy.
 
We wish everyone a Blessed & Merry Christmas!

Come and serve with the Sisters of St. Basil in their ministry to Ukraine’s needy.  This 
coming year’s Basilian Volunteer Program will take place from around May 26 to June 
16, 2017.  

Last year the program served 200 children in four different area camps and many 
other children in 8 orphanages, psychiatric institutions, halfway houses, etc.  Join the Sisters as they continue 
their annual ministry of evangelization and bringing support and comfort to the needy of Ukraine.  

Sister Ann Laszok, OSBM and Sister Joann Sosler, OSBM together with the accepted applicants will 
collaborate with the Sisters, priests and seminarians of Ukraine to provide Berlitz style English camps as 
well as continue to bring financial support to the orphanages.  Volunteers provide their own airfare to Lviv 
and the Sisters provide room, board and transportation within Ukraine.  

For an application and additional information on how to contribute or participate for Come and Serve with 
the Sisters in Ukraine contact Sr. Ann Laszok, OSBM at srannl@aol.com or 412-260-1607.  Numbers are 
limited so please apply early. 

Save the Dates for Volunteering in Ukraine
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Closing of Door of Year of Mercy in Passaic, NJ

“Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him 
in his mighty heavens…praise him with the 
harp and lyre, praise him with the strings 
and pipe, praise him with the clash of 
cymbals,…Let everything that has breath 
praise the Lord.”  (Ps. 150)  Praise the 
living God.

On Sunday, November 27, 2016, Fr. Andriy 
Dudkevych welcomed the Boyan Choir of 
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
parish, Perth Amboy and pastor, Fr. Ivan 
Turyk to celebrate Divine Liturgy with St. 
Nicholas, Passaic, parishioners and guests. 
Led by Mrs. Alla Korostil, the Boyan Choir 
praised our Lord and Savior with every 
breath of their melodic voices.  This Divine 
Liturgy celebration caped a year in which 
St. Nicholas parish was privileged and 

graced to host a Holy Door of Mercy.  As the pontifical Year of Mercy draws to a close, Fr. Andriy 
reminded the faithful that though a physical Door was closed, our hearts and our spirits remain open to 
God’s mercy and that we, like our Father are to be merciful to all who we encounter in our lives. And it is 
with this mercy in our hearts that we remember the many innocent victims of the 1932-1933 Holodomor in 
Ukraine – may their memory be eternal! We are thankful for all the faithful who came together in prayer 
this day from near and far, and we implore God to hear and answer our prayers.   
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Class of 2017 celebrates Ring Ceremony in Perth Amboy, NJ
On Friday, December 2, 2016 the Class of 2017 officially became the student 
leaders of Assumption Catholic School. In a ceremony after the Friday Liturgy 
the students were presented with their class rings. Each student was presented 
their ring from Fr. Ivan Turyk, the school Administrator. 

After posing for pictures, class members and their families enjoyed a small 
celebration in the Church basement. Students continued with their fun morning 
back at school where they went to each classroom and had teachers and 
students turn their rings for good luck. 

As the Class of 2017 continues on their journey here at ACS, we hope that each and every day brings them 
the same joy that they have experienced at their ring ceremony. God bless the Class of 2017!

2nd Children’s 
Divine Liturgy at the 

Cathedral

Fr. Roman Pitula, Mother Evhenia, 
MSMG and Sr. Timothea, MSMG 
pose for a picture at the second 
monthly Divine Liturgy at the Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception, Philadelphia, PA on 
December 4, 2016.  Children’s Divine 
Liturgies are held on the first Sunday 
of the month. (Photo: Lisa Oprysk)
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Throwback Photo of Current “The Way” Staff from 30 Years Ago

Thirty years ago Teresa Siwak, current Editor of “The 
Way”, and Rev. D. George Worschak, current Assistant 
Editor of “The Way” appeared standing next to each 
other in the same photo on the front page of the January 
19, 1986 issue of “The Way.”  Teresa Siwak was a 
student at the Cathedral School in Philadelphia and was 
performing at a St. Nicholas Day Program.

Pictured left, current staff of “The Way” Teresa 
Siwak and Rev. D. George Worschak in a 1986 

issue of “The Way”

Editors Teresa Siwak and Rev. D. George 
Worschak pose with “The Way” from 1986

Front page of “The Way” on 
January 19, 1986.  The picture 
of the current “The Way” staff 

appeared bottom right.
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St. Nicholas visits Reading, PA

On December 17 Saint Nicholas visited the Nativity 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary church in Reading PA. The 
children entertained Saint Nicholas and the entire 
parish with a wonderful program that included a skit 
on the story of a poor father and his three daughters 
who received gold coins from Saint Nicholas 
while they were sleeping, the reading of the birth 
of Jesus from the Gospel of Luke and beautifully 
sung Christmas carols! They did such a great job! 
Saint Nicholas then had gifts and goodies for the 
children. He wished everyone a Merry Christmas 
and bestowed God's blessings on all before he left 
to visit other children! 

Reading Parish Participates 
in Live Nativity 

 
On Friday,  December 16, parishioners of the Nativity 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary church from Reading PA 
participated in a Live Nativity at First Energy Stadium 
in Reading. The parishioners played the parts of 
Mary, Joseph,  the Three Wise Men, angels and 
shepherds. They were joined by their pastor, Father 
Andriy Rabiy,  for the event.  It was a spiritually 
uplifting experience and was a great reminder to all 
of the real reason for the season!



(continued on next page)

CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV

Most Reverend 
Archbishops and 
Metropolitans, God-
loving Bishops, Very 
Reverend Clergy, 
Venerable Monastics, 
Dearly Beloved Brothers 
and Sisters, in Ukraine 
and throughout the world

And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 
John 1:14

Christ is born! Glorify 
Him!

Today our hearts are 
filled with lightsome 
Christmas joy. The 
eternal God becomes 
man, so that man might 
be united and reconciled 
with Him forever. The 
Son of God becomes 
the son of the Virgin from 
Nazareth and allows 
Himself to be carried 
in human arms. For us, 
Christians, this great and 
unfathomable Mystery 
of the incarnation of the 
Son of God is the key to 
knowing the nature of 
God and understanding 
the history of salvation. 
The Nativity of Christ 
shows us who God is 
and who we are to be 
in relation to Him and to 

one another.

Gazing upon the pre-
eternal God born in a 
simple stable cave, the 
Church sings: “From the 
bosom of the Father You 
came forth, O Lover of 
mankind, and in ineffable 
humility accepted 
supernatural poverty. 
You, O Lord, deigned to 
dwell in a cave, and, as 
a child, You, the Creator 
and Lord, are nursed at 
the breasts. Therefore, 
led by a star, the Magi 
bring You gifts, as to 
the Lord of creation, 
and the shepherds and 
angels wonder and cry 
out: Glory to God in 
the highest, Who is now 
coming in the form of a 
human being, to be born 
on earth” (Sunday before 
Nativity, Matins Praises).

In the birth of His Only-
begotten Son among 
us, the almighty Creator 
of all that is seen and 
unseen shows us the 
reality of the most 
important and deepest 
truths on how parents are 
to regard their own child. 
He treats His creation 
as a loving Father, who 
sees to it that His small 
child has everything 
necessary for life and 
for growth to maturity, in 
His Image and Likeness. 
And in the figure of the 
Most Holy Theotokos, 

He reveals to us the 
grandeur of a mother, 
who shares of her own 
body in order to bring 
her child into the world, 
and with tenderness and 
dedication watches over 
it, bestowing upon it the 
highest efforts of her 
soul, her spiritual world, 
full of the grace of the 
Holy Spirit. 

The Only-begotten Son 
of God, “True God 
from true God,” in 
order to fulfill the will 
of His Father, chose to 
be conceived and be 
carried for nine months 
in a mother’s womb, and 
to be born in all the frailty 
and weakness of human 
nature, “taking on the 
form of a slave” (see Phil 
2:7). He did not merely 
become a human being, 
but took upon Himself 
all human susceptibility 
and helplessness, and 

having become an infant, 
experienced all the 
difficulties and dangers 
associated with human 
life. In Christ Jesus, God 
has once and for all taken 
upon himself the fullness 
of all that we consider 
“being Human”—the 
full measure of human 
existence with all its 
greatness, but also all its 
drama.

Based on this divine-
human experience, the 
Almighty knows about 
that which hurts in me, 
why I cry or rejoice. He 
knows each one of us, 
because until the end of 
the world He continues 
to live with humanity 
and in humanity. He 
continues to share in 
every human suffering, 
He rejoices in every joy 
of ours, He continues 
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to die in each human 
death, He continues 
to be persecuted and 
dishonored in each 
person whom the 
present world rejects 
and scorns. Christmas 
is the birth of God in 
me, the incarnation of 
the Son of God in my 
human history, in my 
life, no matter how trivial 
and complicated it may 
seem to me. Thus, my 
life, whatever the case, 
acquires meaning, for 
that, which is personally 
mine, has forever 
become personal for 
Him!

Today Christ the Lord is 
born in the history of our 
people and of His holy 
Church “for our sake and 
for our salvation.” In this 
moment of history, which 
we are experiencing 
together, He “is able 
to save to the uttermost 
those who draw near 
to God through him, 
since he always lives to 
intercede,” as we read 
in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews (7:25). As then in 
Bethlehem Jesus needed 
Mary and Joseph to 
bring him into the world 
of mankind, so today 
He needs us, Christians 
of the third millennium, 
so that through our faith 
we might bring Him into 
our world, into present 

CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV

history and culture. Even 
more, we must bring 
Christ, born today for 
our salvation, into the 
corners of our personal, 
family, and social life. 
God wants to enter 
there and be personally 
present. However, He 
respects our free will and 
waits for us to be open 
to Him. 

Therefore, it depends on 
us: to let Jesus Christ into 
our lives, or to close the 
door before Him, as was 
the case with the inns 
of Bethlehem. Where 
God is received, there 
everything is brought to 
life and is renewed. Those 
who open their hearts 
to Him receive hope, a 
new sense of their own 
existence, today and for 
the future. And on the 
contrary, where He is 
rejected or not allowed 
to enter everything dies, 
is subject to decay, ruin, 
and corruption. There 
one abides under the 
authority of death, is 
subject to false gods, 
violence, and deceit, and 
in the end loses meaning 
in his or her life, loses 
hope in tomorrow, as 
everything dies before 
their eyes already today.
So let us celebrate Christ’s 
Nativity, allowing the 
Savior who is being born 
to enter into our intimate 

selves. Let us wrap Him 
in the swaddling clothes 
of our personal, family, 
and social life. Let us 
warm Him with our hope, 
like the wise men who 
followed the Christmas 
star. May our everyday 
life be enlightened by 
the tender love, that the 
Divine Babe pours out 
on us.

In our personal lives let us 
avoid sin and do good. 
Let us make an effort, 
so that our thoughts 
and life choices be filled 
with God. Let us live 
in such a way that our 
neighbors might see that 
we are God’s children, 
following His Word and 
His Commandments. In 
difficult times let us not 
forget that our Lord God 
loves with His limitless 
love, which is greater 
than our mistakes and 
failures, is stronger than 
our sins and offenses. 
Our Creator desires that 
we always be able to 
bring this love of His into 
the lives of others—and 
to bring it to life in our 
relationships and in our 
actions. Christmas is not 
only an historical event 
“in the days of Herod, 
king of Judea” (Lk 1:5). 
Christmas is a spiritual 
event of God’s unceasing 
presence, embodied in 
every moment and every 

place, fulfilled for me 
and in me.

In our family lives, in 
everything, let us seek to 
live in love and harmony. 
Parents, remember that 
most frequently children 
create an image of 
God on the basis of 
your behavior, your love 
for one another, your 
sacrifice, generosity, and 
joy of life. Teach them 
to pray with sincerity 
first of all by your own 
example. In all remember 
that your children have 
been entrusted to you 
by the very Creator and 
Heavenly Father, so that 
you might raise them in 
love for Him, and for His 
glory. Especially in these 
festive days, provide 
them with wonderful 
Christmas memories, so 
they might experience 
the joy of the Christian 
life, which allows one to 
overcome all difficulties 
and adversities.

In our social life, 
especially in midst of 
today’s economic and 
political challenges, and 
military conflict, let us 
remember that God is 
with us! We are not alone 
in the pain, suffering, 
and blood of this war. 
In His birth our Lord is 

(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

made incarnate also 
today, in this historical 
moment in which we 
are called to live and 
die, build and restore, 
defend our Country from 
its enemy, and heal the 
wounds of the past and 
present. On Christmas 
Day, it is to us that St. 
Paul speaks, calling us to 
holiness of life: “…so that 
Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith—
that you, being rooted 
and grounded in love, 
may have strength to 
comprehend with all the 
saints what is the breadth 
and length and height 
and depth, and to know 
the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge, 
that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of 
God” (Eph 3:17–19). 

As Christians, we are 
called today to be like the 

shepherds in the Gospel, 
who first received the 
news of the birth of the 
Savior, to carry it into the 
world and share it with 
our neighbors. In fulfilling 
this Christmas task, let us 
fill our homes, churches 
and our whole land with 
the singing of our ancient 
koliada-carol. Today 
let our koliada resound 
in all Ukraine and 
wherever there beats a 
Ukrainian heart! Let the 
joy of today’s feast fill us 
with hope of victory, not 
ours, but Christ’s, who 
alone can bring together 
that, which today seems 
hopelessly divided, 
both in Ukraine and 
throughout the world.

Let us carry the newborn 
Savior in our caroling 
to all who today are 
sad or feel lonely. Let 
us share our joy and 

Holy Vigil Supper with 
those who thirst and 
hunger for justice and 
human attention. Let 
us visit those who are 
imprisoned, who are far 
from home or travelling. 
Let us carry the heavenly 
light of Christmas to 
the wounded and 
the suffering. Let us 
remember in prayer 
those held captive, those 
who suffer abuse and 
call out to God for the 
light of hope while under 
fire in the so-called 
demarcation line, on 
the occupied territories 
of Eastern Ukraine and 
Crimea. Let us be united 
in our thoughts and 
prayers with our soldiers, 
who are courageously 
defending our Christmas. 
Let us not forget about 
those, who anxiously 
await their safe return. 

CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV

Wherever you may 
be, Dear Brothers and 
Sisters, from the youngest 
to the oldest, whether 
in Ukraine or abroad, 
from my sincere heart I 
wish each of you a tasty 
kutia, a Christmas full of 
cheer, and a happy and 
blessed New Year!

Christ is born! Glorify 
Him!
 

† SVIATOSLAV

Given in Kyiv at the 
Patriarchal Cathedral of 
the Resurrection of Christ, 
on the feast of the Holy 
and All-Praised Apostle 
Andrew the First-called, 
the 13th of December in 
the 2016th Year of our 
Lord

MALANKA 2017
 
Northeastern Pennsylvania’s 13th Annual Ukrainian New Year Dinner Dance - MALANKA - will 
take place from 6:00pm to 11:00pm on Saturday evening, January 14, 2017 at La Buona Vita, 
200 Reilly Street, Dunmore, PA.

The menu will feature both Ukrainian and American fare catered by Kathy Gavin of Stirna’s 
Catering. Music for dancing will be provided by the Ukrainian band “Fourth Wave Ensemble”of 
Philadelphia. Cash bar will be available. Wearing Ukrainian attire is encouraged.

Tickets $45.00.  Reservations are required and can be made by contacting  Michael Trusz at 570 
489-1256.  No tickets will be sold at the door.
 
Divine Liturgy is at 4:00pm every Saturday at Scranton’s St. Vladimir Church.
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Gender theories destroy perception of human sexuality as 
God’s gift - hierarchs of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church

The Message of the Synod of Bishops of Kyiv-Galician Major Archbishopric of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church of December 1 concerning the danger of gender ideology to society.

UGCC hierarchs emphasize that the gender theories (from “gender” - kind, sort, genus), are designed to 
destroy the perception of human sexuality as a gift of God that is naturally linked to biological differences 
between men and women, pose today a significant threat to society.

In such circumstances, the Church reminds the traditional biblical, Christian and human values, which are 
based on interpersonal relationships and social way of life.

The UGCC hierarchs underscored: “It should be remembered that the cause of such social problems is not 
the sexuality but its distorted perception and understanding,” therefore the hierarchs urged the faithful of the 
UGCC and all people of good will to “appreciate and defend human dignity in the face latest ideological 
challenges and threats.”

The hierarchs of UGCC encourage parents “lead a good Christian life to be an example for their children; 
ask them to care for the Christian education of future generations, not only by conveying the foundations of 
faith, but also through encouragement to a life in Christ and warning against the dangers of false exercise 
of free choice.”

The UGCC bishops call medical staff to promote a culture of life, in particular to defend the life of unborn 
children and the elderly or terminally ill.

The media and education and educational workers were asked to defend and propagate traditional moral 
values in the area of sexuality and family, remembering that “nothing can justify the use of false information 
to manipulate public opinion through the media,” to avoid any propaganda against sexual purity, fidelity, 
true identity of the human person.

The UGCC hierarchs call the scholars to use available means to show the truth about the gender ideology 
and other destructive ideology and point to the importance of keeping traditional moral and ethical 
foundations.

The hierarchs reminded the confessors about “the sacred duty to care about the spiritual condition of 
the family, pay attention to pastoral work with people who have problems with determining their gender 
identity.”

The Synod of the UGCC urged all people of good will, especially government officials and legislators, to 
do everything regarding the legislation of Ukraine in order that uncertain and untested concepts of human 
identity or family and the principles of gender education were not implemented.

http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/community/religion_and_society/65336/

Read entire letter in Ukrainian on our Blog at 
http://thewayukrainian.blogspot.com/2016/12/ukrpastorallettergenderissues.html
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Apostolic Nuncio in Ukraine told the Permanent Synod of 
the current state of the action "Pope for the Ukraine"

08 December 2016

The second day of the 
working of the 18th (49th) 
session of the Permanent 
Synod was dedicated 
to the consideration of 
reports of Patriarchal 
commissions and 
departments. Bishop 
Michael (Bubniy) 
presented the activities 
of the Commission for 
monks, drawing attention 
to the challenges facing 
consecrated persons. 

In particular, the 
distribution of the 
Commission on the 
general Church level was 
discussed. Participants 
stressed that they should 
strengthen contacts 
between monastic 
persons in Ukraine and 
their brothers and sisters 
in the diaspora for better 
mutual knowledge and 
creative exchange of 
gifts.

Following the report 
of the Council for 
Evangelization at 
the Head of Church, 
headed by Bishop 
Josaphat (Moschych) 
the Permanent Synod 
blessed two evangelistic 
programs: Program One:  
"The Road and the key", 
aimed to unbaptized 
persons, and the second 
program:   "Good News 

of salvation", designed 
for those members 
Church seeking to 
deepen their spiritual life. 
Bishop Basil (Tuchapets) 
briefed the members of 
the Permanent Synod 
about the state of social 
service in the Church and 
prospects of the newly-
created Department of 
Social Service, which will 
be under his care. The 
Synod Fathers stressed 
that care about our 
neighbor is not only 
the task of charitable 
organizations such as 
"Caritas", but should 
be an integral part of 
spirituality and way of 
life of every Christian. 
It is in this spirit they 
were instructed to work 
out and implement  
the Program of Social 
Ministry Church.

On the 6th of December, 
the Permanent Synod 
visited Archbishop 
Claudio Hudzherotti, 
Apostolic Nuncio in 
Ukraine. In 
sincere fraternal 
c o m m u n i o n .  
The bishops 
e x c h a n g e d 
views on 
p a s t o r a l 
problems and 
c h a l l e n g e s 
facing the 
Church in 
U k r a i n e 

and in the diaspora. 
In particular, much 
attention was devoted 
to the humanitarian 
action: "The Pope for 
Ukraine", which is aimed 
at helping the victims 
of the consequences 
of military aggression 
in eastern Ukraine. The 
Apostolic Nuncio said 
that the Holy Father was 
personally and regularly 
interested in the situation 
in Ukraine and wants 
every donation that the 
Catholics of Europe 
within the assembly on 
April 24th made, actually 
reach needy people.  
Together with a personal 
donation of Pope Francis, 
the amount of money 
raised has exceeded 10 
million euros.  Decisions 
on specific projects will 
direct these funds and 
will be soon received by 
the relevant committees 
of the Apostolic.

On this occasion Bishop 
Hudzherotti thanked His 

Beatitude Sviatoslav, the 
Head of UGCC, for his  
valuable initiative and 
constructive attitude in 
establishing cooperation 
both within the Catholic 
community in Ukraine and 
in the field of church-state 
relations. His Beatitude 
invited the Apostolic 
Nuncio to participate 
in the Christmas 
religious services in the 
Patriarchal Cathedral of 
the Resurrection.  In turn, 
the representative of the 
Holy Father in Ukraine 
invited all those present 
to participate in the 
(Christmas) carols at the 
Apostolic Nunciature.

Department of 
Information UGCC
 
http://news.ugcc.ua/en/
news/apostolic_nuncio_
in_ukraine_told_the_
permanent_synod_of_
the_current_state_of_
the_action_pope_for_
the_ukraine_78273.html
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Pope Francis: rigidity, worldliness a disaster for priests

09/12/2016

(Vatican Radio) Pope 
Francis celebrated Mass 
in the chapel of the Casa 
Santa Marta on Friday 
morning, focusing his 
remarks following the 
readings of the day on the 
need for priests to serve 
as authentic mediators of 
God’s love, rather than 
as intermediaries – “go-
betweens” or “middle-
men” – concerned  only 
with advancing their own 
interests.

No to “go-between” 
priests, yes to priests 
who are mediators of 
God’s love

The role of the mediator 
is not that of the 
intermediary – and 
priests are called to be 
the former for their flock:

“The mediator gives 
himself (lit. perde se 
stesso) to unite the 
parties, he gives his life. 
That is the price: his life 
– he pays with his life, 
his fatigue, his work, so 
many things, but – in 
this case the pastor - to 
unite the flock, to unite 
people, to bring them to 
Jesus. The logic of Jesus 
as mediator is the logic 
of annihilating oneself. 
St. Paul in his Letter to 
the Philippians is clear 
on this: ‘He annihilated 

himself, emptied himself, 
and to achieve this 
union, [he did so] even 
unto death, death on a 
cross. That is the logic: 
to empty oneself, to 
annihilate oneself.”

The priest who 
abandons the task of 
being a mediator and 
instead prefers to be an 
intermediary is unhappy, 
and soon becomes 
sad – and he will seek 
happiness in vaunting 
himself and making his 
“authority” felt.

Rigidity brings us to 
push away people 
who seek consolation

Jesus had a powerful 
message for the “go-
betweens” of his day, 
who enjoyed to stroll the 
squares to be seen:

“But to make themselves 
important, intermediary 
priests must take the 
path of rigidity: often 
disconnected from the 
people, they do not know 
what human suffering is; 
they forget what they 
had learned at home, 
with dad’s work, with 
mom’s, grandfather’s, 
grandmother’s, his 
brothers’ ... They lose 
these things. They are 
rigid, [they are] those 
rigid ones that load 
upon the faithful so 

many things that they do 
not carry [themselves], 
as Jesus said to the 
intermediaries of his time: 
rigidity. [They face] the 
people of God with a 
switch in their hand: ‘This 
cannot be, this cannot be 
...’. And so many people 
approaching, looking for 
a bit of consolation, a 
little understanding, are 
chased away with this 
rigidity.”

When a rigid, worldly 
priest becomes a 
functionary, he ends 
up making himself 
ridiculous

Rigidity – which wrecks 
one’s interior life and 
even psychic balance – 
goes hand-in-glove with 
worldliness:

“About rigidity and 
worldliness, it was some 
time ago that an elderly 
monsignor of the curia 
came to me, who works, 
a normal man, a good 
man, in love with Jesus 
– and he told me that 
he had gone to buy 
a couple of shirts at 
Euroclero [the clerical 
clothing store] and saw a 
young fellow - he thinks 
he had not more than 25 
years, or a young priest 
or about to become a 
priest - before the mirror, 
with a cape, large, wide, 
velvet, with a silver chain. 

He then took the Saturno 
[wide-brimmed clerical 
headgear], he put it on 
and looked himself over. 
A rigid and worldly one. 
And that priest – he is 
wise, that monsignor, 
very wise - was able to 
overcome the pain, with 
a line of healthy humor 
and added: ‘And it is 
said that the Church 
does not allow women 
priests!’. Thus, does the 
work that the priest does 
when he becomes a 
functionary ends in the 
ridiculous, always.”

You can recognize 
a good priest by 
whether he knows 
how to play with 
children

“In the examination 
of conscience,” Pope 
Francis said, “consider 
this: today was I 
a functionary or a 
mediator? Did I look 
after myself, did I look to 
my own comfort, or did 
I spend the day in the 
service of others?” The 
Pope went on to say, 
“Once, a person told me 
how he knew what kind 
of priest a man was by 
the attitude they had with 
children: if they knew how 
to caress a child, to smile 
at a child, to play with 
a child ... It is interesting, 

(continued on next page)
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that, because it means 
that they know this 
means lowering oneself, 
getting close to the little 
things.” Rather, said 
Pope Francis, “the go-
between is sad, always 
with that sad face or the 
too serious, dark face. 
The intermediary has the 
dark eyes, very dark! 
The mediator is open: 
the smile, the warmth, 
the understanding, the 
caresses.”

St. Polycarp, St. 
Francis Xavier, St. 
Paul: three icons of 
the mediator-priest

In the final part of the 

homily the Pope then 
brought three “icons” of 
“mediator-priests and 
not intermediaries.” The 
first is the great Polycarp, 
who “does not negotiate 
his vocation and is brave 
all the way to the pyre, 
and when the fire is 
around him, the faithful 
who were there, they 
smelled the aroma of 
bread.”

“This,” he said, is how a 
mediator makes his end: 
as a piece of bread for 
his faithful.” Another icon 
is St. Francis Xavier, who 
died young on the beach 
of Shangchuan, “looking 
toward China” where he 

Pope Francis: rigidity, worldliness a disaster for priests
(continued from previous page)

wanted to go but could 
not because the Lord 
took him to Himself. And 
then, the last icon: the 
elderly St. Paul at the 
Three Fountains. “Early 
that morning,” Pope 
Francis reminded those 
gathered for Mass, “the 
soldiers went to him, they 
got him, and he walked 
bent over.” He knew that 
that was because of the 
treachery of some in 
the Christian community 
but he had struggled so 
much, so much in his life, 
that he offered himself to 
the Lord as a sacrifice.”

“Three icons,” he 
concluded, “that can 

help us. Look there: how 
I want to end my life as a 
priest? As a functionary, 
as an intermediary, or as 
a mediator, that is, on 
the cross?”

http://en.radiovaticana.
va/news/2016/12/09/
pope_francis_rigidity,_
worldliness_a_disaster_
for_priests/1277926

Pope Francis to visit Fatima for anniversary of apparitions

Pope Francis stands next to a statue of 
Our Lady of Fatima - AFP

December 17, 2016 

(Vatican Radio) On the occasion of 
the centenary of the Apparitions of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary at Cova 
da Iria [Portugal], and welcoming 
the invitation of the President of 
the Republic and of the Portuguese 
Bishops, His Holiness Pope Francis 
will go on pilgrimage to the 
Sanctuary of Our Lady of Fatima 
from 12-13 May. 

h t tp ://en . rad iovat icana.va/
news/2016/12/17/pope_francis_
to_visit_fatima_for_anniversary_
of_apparitions/1279935
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Come Home for Christmas 
Поверніться додому на Різдво! 

 
Parish Schedules of Liturgical Services 

for the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
As you come home for Christmas, you are invited to celebrate with us the birth of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
For some, our church may be the home of your youth; for others our church welcomes you to join with us as we greet 
the newborn King and experience the joy of Our Eternal God being with us.  The following Christmas liturgy schedules 
are those that were shared by our churches inviting you to join with their parish families this Christmas season. 
 

May you have a Holy and Blessed Christmas and a Healthy and Happy New Year. 
 

Christ Is Born!        Glorify Him! 
 

Розклад літургійних служб для парафій 
на празник Різдва нашого Господа і Спаса Ісуса Христа 

Оскільки всі ви збираєтеся вдома на Різдво, ми запрошуємо вас відсвяткувати з нами народження нашого 
Господа і Спаса Ісуса Христа.  Для де-кого наша церква може бути домом його юності;   інших церква 
запрошує приєднатися до привітання новонародженого Царя і пережити радість перебування з нами нашого 
Предвічного Бога.  Нижченаведеного різдвяного літургійного розкладу дотримуються більшість наших 
церков, які запрошують вас до своїх парафіяльних родин у цей різдвяний час.  
Бажаємо вам побожного й благословенного Різдва та щасливого Нового Року!  

 
ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ!     СЛАВІМ  ЙОГО! 
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Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Українська Католицька Катедра  

Непорочного Зачаття у Філадельфії 
830 North Franklin Street 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
4:00 PM-- Great Compline  

4:30 PM Divine Liturgy (Eng.) 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

10:00 AM-- Hierarchical Divine Liturgy (Ukr./Eng.) 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

10:00 AM—Divine Liturgy (Ukr./Eng.) 
Tuesday, December 27  -Feast of St. Stephen 

10:00 AM—Divine Liturgy (Ukr/Eng) 
Saturday, December 31 New Year’s Eve 

4:30 PM Divine Liturgy (Eng.) 
Sunday, January 1, New Year’s Day 

Circumcision of our Lord—Feast of St. Basil 
10:00 AM-- Hierarchical Divine Liturgy (Ukr./Eng.) 
Thursday, January 5 Vigil of Theophany-Jordan 

6:30 PM  Divine Liturgy (Eng.) Solemn Water Blessing 
Friday, January 6 Theophany-Jordan 

10:00AM Divine Liturgy (Ukr) Solemn Water Blessing 
Saturday, January 7 Julian Calendar Christmas  

10:00 AM — Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 
Sunday, January 15 

3:00 PM Annual Festival of Christmas Carols 
 

Навечір'я Різдва Христового Субота, 24-го 
грудня 

4:00 год. вечора - Велике Повечір'я з Литією 
4:30 год. вечора - Архиєрейська Божественна 

Літургія (англ.) 
Різдво Господа і Бога і Спаса Нашого Ісуса 

Христа, Неділя, 25-го грудня 
10:00 год. ранку - Ахиєрейська Божественна 

Літургія (укр./англ.) 
Собор Пресвятої Богородиці 

Понеділок, 26-го грудня 
10:00 год. ранку - Божественна Літургія (укр./англ.) 

Празник св. Первомученика Стефана 
Вівторок, 27-го грудня 

10:00 год. ранку - Божественна Літургія (укр./англ.) 
Субота, 31-го грудня, 2016 р. Б. 

4:30 год. вечора - Божественна Літургія (англ.) 
Празник Обрізання Господа і Бога і Спаса 

Нашого Ісуса Христа 
Празник св. Василя Великого і Новий Рік 

Неділя, 1-го січня, 2017 р. Б. 
10:00 год. ранку - Божественна Літургія (укр./англ.) 

Навечір'я Богоявлення (Йордан) 
Четвер, 5-го січня, 2017 р. Б. 

6:30 год. вечора - Божественна Літургія і Освячення 
Води (англ.) 

Празник Богоявлення (Йордан) 
П’ятниця, 6-го січня, 2017 р. Б. 

10:00 год. ранку - Божественна Літургія і Освячення 
Води (укр.) 

Різдво Господа Нашого Ісуса Христа за 
Юліянським (старим) стилем 
Субота, 7-го січня, 2017 р. Б. 

10:00 год. ранку - Архиєрейська Божественна 
Літургія (укр.) 

Неділя, 15-го січня, 2017 р. Б. 
3:00 год.пополудні – Концерт-Фестиваль Різдвяної 

Колядки 
 

 Saint Nicholas Church 
Wilmington, Delaware 

801 Lea Blvd. 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
9:00 PM --Great Compline (Eng./Ukr.) 

9:30 PM --Divine Liturgy( Eng.) 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

10:00 AM – Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

9:30 AM – Divine Liturgy (Eng./Ukr.) 
Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 

9:30 AM – Divine Liturgy (Eng./Ukr.) 
 

National Shrine of the Holy Family 
Washington, D.C. 

4250 Harewood Road, NE 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

4:30 PM—Children’s Procession and Vespers and 
Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 

10:00 PM-- Great Compline followed by Divine 
Liturgy (Ukr/Eng). 

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
10:30 AM-- Divine Liturgy (Ukr./Eng.) 

Monday, December 26, Synaxis of the Mother of 
God 

10:30 AM-- Divine Liturgy (Ukr./Eng.) 
 

Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 
9:00 AM – Divine Liturgy 
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St. Michael the Archangel Church 
Baltimore, Maryland 

2401 Eastern Avenue 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

10:00 PM-- Great Compline followed by Divine 
Liturgy 

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
10:30 AM-- Divine Liturgy 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
10:30 AM—Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 
10:30 AM—Divine Liturgy 

 
Saint Basil Church 

Chesapeake City, Maryland 
231 Basil Avenue 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
4:00 PM – Great Compline 
4:30 PM – Divine Liturgy 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
4:00 PM—Divine Liturgy  

 

Ss. Peter and Paul Church 
Curtis Bay, Maryland 

1506 Church Street 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

8:00 PM-- Great Compline followed by Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

9:00 AM-- Divine Liturgy 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 
Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 

9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 
 

Holy Trinity Church 
УКРАЇНСЬКА КАТОЛИЦЬКА ЦЕРКВА 

СВЯТОЇ ТРОЙЦІ 
Silver Spring, Maryland 
16631 New Hampshire Avenue 

Friday, January 6 Christmas Eve 
9:00 AM — Vespers and Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

(Ukr.) 
Saturday, January 7 Christmas 

10:00 AM — Great Compline (Ukr.) 
11:00 AM — Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 

Sunday, January 8 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
11:30 PM — Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 

Monday, January 9 Feast of St. Stephen 
10:00 AM — Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 

Пятниця 6-го січня Навечір'я Різдва 
9:00 зранку - Вечірня з Літургією Св. Василія 

Великого (укр.) 
Субота, 7-го січня 

РІЗДВО ГОСПОДА НАШОГО ІСУСА ХРИСТА 
10:00 зранку - Велике Повечір'я (укр.) 

11:00 зранку - Служба Божа (укр.) 
Неділя 8-го січня Собор Пресвятої Богородиці 

11:30 зранку - Служба Божа (укр.) 
Понеділок 9-го січня Св. Первомученика 

Стефана 
10:00 зранку - Служба Божа (укр.) 

 

Assumption of the B.V.M. Church 
Bayonne, New Jersey 

30 East 25th Street 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

8:30 AM  -  Great Compline 
9:00 AM – Divine Liturgy 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
10:30 AM Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 
10:30 AM Divine Liturgy 

 

St. Mary Church 
Carteret, New Jersey 

717 Roosevelt Ave. 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
9:00 PM Great Compline and Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

10:30 AM.  Divine Liturgy 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy  
Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 

9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 
 

St. Michael Church 
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 
675 Cooper Landing Road 

Friday, December 23 
8:00 AM – Royal Hours (Eng.) – 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
4:00 PM – Vesperal Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 

(For parish children Eng./Ukr.) 
10:00 PM – Great Compline (Ukr./Eng.) with Litya 

10:30 PM – Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

10:00 AM – Divine Liturgy (Eng.) 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

7:00 PM – Divine Liturgy (Eng.) 
Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 

7:00 PM—Divine Liturgy (Eng.) 
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Saint Vladimir Church 
Elizabeth, New Jersey 

309 Grier Avenue 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

8:30 PM-- Great Compline and Divine Liturgy (Eng.) 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

10:00 AM Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
 

St. Nicholas Church 
Great Meadows, New Jersey 

329 Route 46 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

4:00 PM-- Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

9:00 AM-- Divine Liturgy 
 

St. Michael the Archangel Church 
Hillsborough, New Jersey 

1700 Brooks Boulevard 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

9:00 PM-- Great Compline  (Ukr.) 
Followed by Christmas Divine Liturgy (Eng.) 

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
11:00 AM-- Christmas Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
8:30 AM—Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 

Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 
8:30 AM—Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 

 
Immaculate Conception Church 

Hillside, New Jersey 
Bloy St. & Liberty Ave 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
4:00 PM-- Divine Liturgy  

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
8:45 AM-- Divine Liturgy  

 
Saints Peter and Paul Church 

Jersey City, New Jersey 
30 Bentley Avenue 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
10:00 PM-- Great Compline 
10:30 PM-- Divine Liturgy 

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
11:00 AM-- Christmas Divine Liturgy  

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 
9:00 AM. Divine Liturgy 

 
St. Nicholas Church 
Millville, New Jersey 

824 Carmel Road 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

3:30 PM-- Great Compline 
4:00 PM—Divine Liturgy (Ukr./Eng.) 

Monday, December 26 – Synaxis of the Theotokos 
4:00 pm.  Divine Liturgy (Eng.) 

 
St. John the Baptist Church 

Newark, New Jersey 
719 Sanford Avenue 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
7:45 AM Vespers with Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

5:00 PM Divine Liturgy (Еng.) 
10:00 PM Great Compline with Litiya, Christmas 

Caroling, Confessions 
11:00 PM Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
8:00 AM Divine Liturgy (Eng.) 
9:30 AM Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 
7:00 PM Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 

Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 
7:00 PM Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 

 
 

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Church 

New Brunswick, New Jersey 
80 Livingston Avenue 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
3:00 PM  Divine Liturgy (Eng.) 

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
7:45 AM—Great Compline (Ukr.) 
followed by Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
10:30 AM—Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 

Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 
10:30 AM—Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 
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St. Nicholas Church 
Passaic, New Jersey 

217 President Street 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
10:00 PM-- Great Compline (Ukr/Eng) 
10:30 PM--. Divine Liturgy (Ukr/Eng) 
Sunday Christmas Day December 25 

8:30 AM Divine Liturgy (Eng.) 
10:30 AM Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

 
Assumption of the BVM Church 

Perth Amboy, New Jersey 
684 Alta Vista Place 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
5:00 PM—Children’s Divine Liturgy (Eng.) 

10:30 PM-- Great Compline (Eng.) 
11:00 PM-- Divine Liturgy (Eng.) 

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
9:00 AM-- Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 

11:30 AM-- Divine Liturgy (Eng.) 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy (Ukr/Eng) 
Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 

9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy (Ukr/Eng) 

 
Saint Paul Church 

Ramsey, New Jersey 
79 Cherry Lane 

Sunday, Christmas Day December 25 
12:00 noon Divine Liturgy 

 
St. Stephen Church 

Toms River, New Jersey 
1344 White Oak Bottom Road 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
8:00 PM-- Great Compline -- Divine Liturgy 

(Ukr./Eng.) 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

9:00 AM-- Divine Liturgy (Eng.) 
10:30 AM – Divine Liturgy  (Ukr.) 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
9:30 AM—Divine Liturgy (Ukr./Eng.) 

Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 
9:30 AM—Divine Liturgy (Ukr./Eng.) 

 
Saint Josaphat Church 
Trenton, New Jersey 

1195 Deutz Avenue 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

9:00 PM-- Great Compline 
10:00 PM-- Divine Liturgy 

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
7:00 PM –Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 
9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 

 
 
 

Saint John the Baptist Church 
Whippany, New Jersey 

60 North Jefferson Road 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

9:15 PM   -  Great Compline (Ukr.) 
10:00 PM  -   Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
8:00 AM    -  Divine Liturgy (Eng.) 
10:00 AM    -  Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
9:00 AM -   Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 
7:00 PM  -   Divine Liturgy (Eng.) 

Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 
9:00 AM  -   Divine Liturgy (Eng./Ukr.) 

 
 

Ss. Cyril and Methodius Church, 
Berwick, Pennsylvania 

706 Warren Street 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

10:00 PM Great Compline and Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

10:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER 18, 2016  46



St. Josaphat Church 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 

1826 Kenmore Avenue 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

10:00 AM -- Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 
9:00 PM  -- Caroling and Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

9:00 AM-- Matins for the Nativity, Caroling  
Divine Liturgy 

Monday December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
9:00 AM:-- Divine Liturgy 

6:30 PM: -- Vesperal Liturgy 
Tuesday December 27  Feast of St. Stephen 

10:00 AM:-- Divine Liturgy 

 
Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Church, 
Bristol, Pennsylvania 

2026 Bath Road 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

9:30 PM   -  Great Compline 
10:00 PM  -Divine Liturgy (Ukr./Eng.) 

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
10:00 AM    -  Divine Liturgy (Ukr./Eng.) 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
9:00 AM -   Divine Liturgy (Ukr./Eng.) 

Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 
6:15 PM  -   Divine Liturgy (Eng.) 

 
Saints Peter and Paul Church 

Bridgeport, Pennsylvania 
519 Union Avenue 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
8:30 PM   -  Great Compline 

9:00 PM  -   Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

10:00 AM    -  Divine Liturgy 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

8:00 AM -   Divine Liturgy 
 

Assumption of the B.V.M. Church 
Centralia, Pennsylvania 

North Paxton Street 
Sunday, Christmas Day,  December 25 

10:00 AM—Divine Liturgy  
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 
Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 

11:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 

 
St. Vladimir Church 

Edwardsville, Pennsylvania 
70 Zerbey Avenue 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
7:30 p.m.  Z Namy Boh - God is With Us 

Divine Liturgy  
 
 

Saint Michael Church 
Frackville, Pennsylvania 

Oak and Second Street 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

8:00 PM – Great Compline  
8:30 PM -- Divine Liturgy 

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
10:30 AM – Divine Liturgy 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
10:30AM – Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, December 27  Sunday after Christmas - 
Feast of St. Stephen 

10:30 AM Divine Liturgy 
 

St. Nicholas Church 
Glen Lyon, Pennsylvania 

153 East Main Street 
Saturday. Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 

8:00 PM Great Compline and  Christmas Divine 
Liturgy 

Monday, Dec. 26, Synaxis of the Mother of God 
6:30pm Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, December 27  Sunday after Christmas 
6:30pm Divine Liturgy 

 
  
 

St. Michael Church 
Hazleton, Pennsylvania 

74 North Laurel Street 
Sunday. Christmas Day, Dec. 25 

9:00 AM --  Divine Liturgy 
Monday, Dec. 26, Synaxis of the Mother of God 

9:00 AM – Divine Liturgy 
Tuesday, December 27  Sunday after Christmas - 

Feast of St. Stephen 
8:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
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Saint Michael Church 
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 

ЦЕРКВА СВЯТОГО АРХИСТРАТИГА МИХАЇЛА 
1013 Fox Chase Road 

1 січня; неділя: перед Різдвом Христовим. 
8:15 рано: Сл.Божа (роздавання Різдвяної 

просфори) 
10:00 рано :Сл.Божа (роздавання Різдвяної 

просфори) 
6 січня; п’ятниця:  Навечір’я Різдва Христового  

прпмчц. Євгенії 
8:30 вечір: Повечіря з Литією.  

7 січня: субота:  РІЗДВО ХРИСТОВЕ. 
9:00 рано: Різдвяна Служба Божа.   Різдвяне 

Мировання. Вертеп. 
8 січня:неділя: СОБОР БОГОРОДИЦІ. 

8:15 рано: Сл.Божа. 
10:00 рано: Сл.Божа. 

9 січня: понеділок: Первомучиника Стефана. 
9:00 рано: Сл.Божа. 

14 січня: субота: ГНІХ. Св.Василія. Мировання. 
9:00  рано: Сл.Божа. 

15 січня:неділя. Неділя перед Богоявленням                                    
8:15 рано: Сл.Божа  10:00 рано :Сл.Божа 

3:00 вечір:Концерт Різдвяних Колядок.(Катедра 
Непорочного Зачаття) 

18 січня: середа : Навечіря Богоявлення.  
9:00 рано:Сл.Божа. Освячення води.  

6:00 рано: Велике Повечіря. 
7:00 вечір:Парафіяльний Святий 

Вечір.(Парафіяльний зал) 
19 січня: четвер: Богоявлення Господнє.Йордан. 

9:00 рано: Сл.Божа. Йорданське 
Водосвяття.Йорданське Мировання. 

20 січня: пятниця: Собор Івана Хрестителя. 
9:00 рано: Сл.Божа 

 
 
 

St. Andrew Parish Mission 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 

601 East Delp Road 
Faithful are invited to attend services at 

Nativity of the BVM Church, Reading, Pennsylvania 
 
 
 
 

Presentation of Our Lord Church 
Lansdale, Pennsylvania 

1564 Allentown Road 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

7:00 PM-- Christmas Matins & Divine Liturgy  
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
11:30 AM-- Christmas Divine Liturgy  

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
11:30 AM—Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 
11:30 AM—Divine Liturgy 

 
Saint John the Baptist Church 

Maizeville, Pennsylvania 
Main Street 

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
8:30 AM – Divine Liturgy 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
8:30 AM – Divine Liturgy 

 
Patronage of the Mother of God 

Church 
McAdoo, Pennsylvania 

210 West Blaine Street 
Saturday. Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 

10:00 PM --  Great Compline and carols 
11:00 PM --  Divine Liturgy 

Sunday. Christmas Day, Dec. 25 
11:00 AM --  Divine Liturgy 

Monday, Dec. 26, Synaxis of the Mother of God 
11:00 AM – Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, December 27  Sunday after Christmas - 
Feast of St. Stephen 

10:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
 
 

Patronage of the Mother of God 
Church 

Marion Heights, Pennsylvania 
145 Melrose Street 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
10:00 PM –Great Compline and Divine  Liturgy 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
9:30 AM – Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, December 27  Sunday after Christmas - 
Feast of St. Stephen 

9:30 AM Divine Liturgy 
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Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Church 

Melrose Park, Pennsylvania 
1206 Valley Road 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
1:00 PM – 2:00 PM — Confessions 

9:00 PM — Great Compline followed by Divine 
Liturgy (Ukr/Eng). 

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
9:00 AM — Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) 

10:30 AM — Divine Liturgy (Eng. ) 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

9:00 AM — Divine Liturgy (Ukr/Eng). 
Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 

 9:00 AM — Divine Liturgy (Ukr/Eng). 
 

Nativity of the BVM Church 
Middleport, Pennsylvania 

Kaska Street 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

8:00 AM – Divine Liturgy 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

5:00 PM – Divine Liturgy 
 

St. Nicholas Church 
Minersville, Pennsylvania 

415 North Front Street 
Saturday,  Christmas Eve, December 24 

8:00 PM  -- Divine Liturgy with children’s program 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

10:00 AM – Divine Liturgy 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

9:00 AM – Divine Liturgy 
Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 

9:00 AM – Divine Liturgy 
 

Saints Peter and Paul Church 
Mt. Carmel, Pennsylvania 

131 North Beech Street 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

5:30 PM-- Great Compline followed by Traditional 
Christmas Caroling 

6:00 PM-- Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

8:00 AM-- Divine Liturgy 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

6:00 PM—Divine Liturgy 
Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 

9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 

Transfiguration of Our Lord Church 
Nanticoke, Pennsylvania 

240 Center Street 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

7:30 PM—Great Compline and Divine Liturgy. 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

10:30AM – Divine Liturgy 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

9:00 AM – Divine Liturgy 
Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 

11:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 
 

St. John the Baptist Church 
Northampton, Pennsylvania 

1343 Newport Avenue 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

5:00 PM—Vigil of Christmas Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

9:00 AM-- Divine Liturgy 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

8:30 AM—Divine Liturgy 
Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 

8:30 AM—Divine Liturgy 
 

Ss. Cyril and Methodius Church 
Olyphant, Pennsylvania 

135 River Avenue 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

9:00 PM – Compline 
10:00 PM – Christmas Divine Liturgy 

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
9:00 AM – Christmas Divine Liturgy 
11:30 AM – Christmas Divine Liturgy 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
9:00 AM – Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 
9:00 AM – Divine Liturgy 

 
St. Vladimir Church 

Palmerton, Pennsylvania 
101 Lehigh Avenue 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
9:00 PM—Great Compline Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

9:30 AM-- Divine Liturgy 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 
Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 

9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 
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Christ the King Church 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

1629 West Cayuga Street 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

10:00 AM— Great Compline followed by Christmas 
Divine Liturgy 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
10:30 AM—Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 
10:30 AM—Divine Liturgy 

Неділя, 25-го грудня РІЗДВО ГОСПОДА 
НАШОГО ІСУСА ХРИСТА 

10.00 рано – Велике Повечір’я з Литією, Святкова 
Служба Божа 

Понеділок, 26-го грудня СОБОР ПРЕСВЯТОЇ 
БОГОРОДИЦІ і СВ. ОБРУЧНИКА ЙОСИФА 

10.30 рано – Служба Божа 
Вівторок, 27-го грудня  

СВ. ПЕРВОМУЧЕНИКА СТЕФАНА 
10.30 рано – Служба Божа 

 
St. Nicholas Church 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
871 North 24th Street 

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
8:00 AM— Great Compline followed by Christmas 

Divine Liturgy 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

8:30 AM—Divine Liturgy 
Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 

8:30 AM—Divine Liturgy 
 

Неділя, 25-го грудня РІЗДВО ГОСПОДА 
НАШОГО ІСУСА ХРИСТА 

8.00 рано – Велике Повечір’я з Литією, Святкова 
Служба Божа 

Понеділок, 26-го грудня СОБОР ПРЕСВЯТОЇ 
БОГОРОДИЦІ і СВ. ОБРУЧНИКА ЙОСИФА 

8.30 рано – Служба Божа 
Вівторок, 27-го грудня  

СВ. ПЕРВОМУЧЕНИКА СТЕФАНА 
8.30 рано – Служба Божа 

 
Saints Peter and Paul Church 

Phoenixville, Pennsylvania 
472 Emmett Street 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
6:00 PM-- Great Compline followed by Christmas 

Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

11:00 AM-- Christmas Divine Liturgy 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 
Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 

9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 
 
 

Saints Peter and Paul Church 
Plymouth, Pennsylvania 

20 Nottingham Street 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

4:00 PM-- Great Compline followed by Christmas 
Divine Liturgy 

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
8:30 AM-- Christmas Divine Liturgy 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
11:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 
9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 

 
 

St. Michael Church 
Pottstown, Pennsylvania 

427 West Walnut Street 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

8:30 AM— Great Compline followed by Christmas 
Divine Liturgy 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
7:00 PM—Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 
7:00 PM—Divine Liturgy 

 
 

Nativity of the Blessed Mother 
Church 

Reading, Pennsylvania 
630 Laurel Street 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
9:00 PM—Great Compline  
9:45 PM – Divine Liturgy  

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
9:00 AM-- Divine Liturgy 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 

6:30 PM—Vigil Divine Liturgy  
Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 

9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy  
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 St. Nicholas Church 

Saint Clair, Pennsylvania 
North Morris Street 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
8:00 AM—Vespers and Divine Liturgy 

7:30 PM-- Divine Liturgy 
Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 

9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 
 
 
 

Ascension of Our Lord Church 
Sayre, Pennsylvania 

108 North Higgins Avenue 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

12 noon-- Divine Liturgy 
 
 
 

St. Vladimir Church, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 

430 North 7th Avenue 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

9:30 PM-- Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

10:00 AM-- Divine Liturgy 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

10:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, December 27  Sunday after Christmas 

7Feast of St. Stephen 
10:00 AM-- Divine Liturgy. 

 
 

 

Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Church 

Shamokin, Pennsylvania 
North Shamokin Street 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
7:00 PM-- Great Compline and Divine Liturgy. 

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
9:30 AM-- Divine Liturgy. 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
8:00 AM-- Divine Liturgy. 

Tuesday, December 27  Feast of St. Stephen 
8:00 AM-- Divine Liturgy. 

 
St. Michael Church 

Shenandoah, Pennsylvania 
114 South Chestnut Street 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
3:30 PM-- Divine Liturgy 

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
10:30 AM-- Divine Liturgy 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 

 
 

Saints Peter and Paul Church 
Simpson, Pennsylvania 

43 Rittenhouse Street 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

4:00 PM-- Great Compline and Divine Liturgy 
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

5:00 PM-- Divine Liturgy 
 
 

Holy Myrrh Bearers Eastern 
Catholic Church 

Swarthmore, PA 19081 
900 Fairview Road 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
4:00 PM—Vigil  Divine Liturgy 

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
9:00 AM-- Divine Liturgy  

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
10:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 
9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 

 
 

St. Anne Church 
Warrington, Pennsylvania 

1545 Easton Road 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

4:00 PM-- Children's Divine Liturgy  
10:00 PM-- Christmas Matins & Divine Liturgy with 

Myrovania 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 

9:00 AM-- Christmas Divine Liturgy  
Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 

9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 
Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 

9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy 
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Holy Ghost Church 

West Easton, Pennsylvania 
315 Fourth Street 

Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 
9:00 PM-- Divine Liturgy  

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
10:00 AM-- Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian) 

Monday, December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God 
5:30 PM—Divine Liturgy  

Tuesday, December 27 Feast of St. Stephen 
9:00 AM—Divine Liturgy  

 
Saints Peter and Paul Church 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 

635 North River Street 
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
10:30 AM.  Z Namy Boh - God is With Us 

Divine Liturgy  
 

Front Royal Mission 
Front Royal, Virginia 

4 Family Life Lane 
Sunday, Christmas Day December 25  

11:30 AM—Divine Liturgy 
 
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary Church 
Manassas, Virginia 

6719 Token Valley Road 
Saturday, Christmas Eve December 24 

7:30 PM – Great Compline 
8:00 PM – Divine Liturgy (Eng) 

Sunday, December 25 Christmas 
8:30 AM – Divine Liturgy (Eng) 

 
Субота, 24 грудня, 2016 p. Навечір'я Різдва 

7:30 вечора - Велике Повечір'я (англ.) 
8:00 вечора - Служба Божа (англ.) 

Неділя, 25 грудня, 2016р. РІЗДВО ГНІХ 
8:30 зранку Служба Божа (англ.) 
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Happy Birthday!

Ç Äíåì íàðîäæåííÿ!

January 9: Very Rev. Archpr. Daniel Gurovich
January 12: Rev. Vasyl Sivinskyi

January 19: V. Rev. Archimandrite Joseph Lee
January 21: Rev. Taras Lonchyna

January 28: Rev. Mr. Theodore Spotts

May the Good Lord Continue to Guide 
You and Shower You with His Great 

Blessings.  Mnohaya Lita!

Íåõàé Äîáðèé Ãîñïîäü Òðèìàº  
Âàñ ó Ñâî¿é  Îï³ö³ òà Ùåäðî 
Áëàãîñëîâèòü Âàñ. Ìíîãàÿ Ë³òà!

Congratulations on your 
Anniversary of Priesthood!

Â³òàºìî ç Ð³÷íèöåþ Ñâÿùåíñòâà!

January 5: Rev. Volodymyr Popyk 
(20th Anniversary)

January 8: Rev. Alexander Dumenko 
(16th Anniversary)

January 9: Rev. Orest Kunderevych 
(19th Anniversary)

January 17: Rev. Paul Wolensky 
(23rd Anniversary)

May God Grant You Many Happy 
and Blessed Years of Service in the 

Vineyard of Our Lord!  

Íåõàé Áîã Îáäàðóº Áàãàòüìà 
Áëàãîñëîâåííèìè Ðîêàìè 
Ñëóæ³ííÿ â Ãîñïîäíüîìó 

Âèíîãðàäíèêó!

January 2017 - C³÷íÿ 2017


