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CLERGY GATHER TO REFLECT ON THE 
PRIEST REVEALING GOD’S MERCY

The clergy of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia gathered for their annual clergy retreat at 
San Alfonso Retreat House in Long Branch, New Jersey from September 19th to 22nd, 2016.  This year’s 
format was significantly different.  Rather than having one Retreat Master provide for the reflections, nine 
priests of the archeparchy were invited by Archbishop Stefan Soroka to provide reflections on various ways 
God’s mercy is revealed through a priest.  

Nine different topics were provided within the theme of mercy in this Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy 
proclaimed by Pope Francis.

Rev. Ivan Turyk began with the first reflection on the priest revealing God’s mercy through proclaiming joy.  
This was followed by Rev. Wasyl Kharuk reflecting on the priest revealing God’s mercy through forgiveness; 
Rev. Mark Fesniak reflecting in a homily on the priest revealing God’s mercy through prayer; Very Rev. John 
Seniw reflecting on the priest revealing God’s mercy through evangelizing, transmitting the faith;  Very Rev. 
Archpriest Daniel Troyan reflecting on the priest revealing God’s mercy through humility; Very Rev. John 
Fields reflecting in a homily on the priest revealing God’s mercy with hope and seeking the salvation of 
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souls; Very Rev. Archpriest Michael Hutsko reflecting on the priest revealing God’s mercy through service; 
Very Rev. Robert Hitchens reflecting on the priest revealing God’s mercy through love of priesthood.  The 
concluding reflection was offered by Very Rev. Archpriest David Clooney reflecting in a homily on the priest 
revealing God’s mercy through the celebration of gratitude, recognizing and using God’s gifts as clergy.

The presenters were all passionate in their approach, sharing personal witness and experiences to illustrate 
the content being presented.  Yet, each presentation was very different.  The style and approach in 
delivering the content was uniquely different by each of the nine presenters.  The uniqueness of each priest 
was very apparent in their skill, gifts and talents used in their presentation.  Each showed great courage 
and compassion in sharing with their brother clergy in very personal ways.  The grace of God was very 
evident in each of the presenters and in those participating in receiving the spiritual reflections during the 
clergy retreat.  

This experience reminds and teaches all of us that God calls each priest and deacon knowing his unique 
gifts and talents. Each priest and deacon is unique. Each is called to use and celebrate these gifts in the 
unique manner in which they possess them.  We ought not to fall into the habit of comparing one priest or 
deacon to another, nor harbor the expectation that all priests and deacons ought to use and celebrate their 
unique gifts in one uniform common manner. Rather than falling into an expectation that each cleric must 
be like his brother priests and deacons, let each of us always be supportive and encourage our priests and 
deacons to celebrate their unique gifts and talents in their ministry to Jesus Christ and His Church.

The diversity of talents was true of the apostles whom Jesus called.  It is equally true of those whom Jesus 
calls today to serve the Church and our faithful as His ordained ministers. 

      Archbishop Stefan Soroka

CLERGY GATHER TO REFLECT ON THE PRIEST 
REVEALING GOD’S MERCY

Divine Liturgy during the Clergy Retreat (Photo: Father Daniel Troyan)
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St. Luke the Apostle and Evangelist- October 18, 2016

The Lord said, However, 
do not rejoice that the 
spirits submit to you, but 
rejoice that your names 
are written in heaven.” 
(Luke 10, 20)

Saint Luke came from 
the city of Antioch, 
probably of a pagan 
family. From his youth 
he applied himself to 
seek after wisdom and 
to study the arts and 
sciences. He traveled all 
over the world to quench 
his thirst for knowledge, 
and had particular skill 
as a physician and in 
painting. The Gospel he 
wrote shows his excellent 
command of Greek; he 
also knew Hebrew and 
Aramaic.
There is a tradition that 
Luke was one of the 
Seventy Disciples that 
the Lord Jesus Christ sent 
before Him, two by two, 
to announce salvation in 
the towns and villages. 
Luke was in Jerusalem 
at the time of the life-
giving Passion and, on 
Easter morning, walked 
with Cleopas towards 
the village of Emmaus, 
distraught at the loss 
of the Master. But 
sadness was turned into 
unspeakable joy when 
Christ, Whom they were 
unable to recognize 
when He joined them 
on the way, revealed to 
them in the breaking of 

the bread that He was 
really and truly risen 
(Luke 24:35). 

After the descent of 
the Holy Spirit on the 
day of Pentecost, Luke 
remained for a time in 
Jerusalem where there 
were already disciples. 
Some say that on his 
way back to Antioch, he 
stopped to preach the 
Good News at Sebaste 
in Samaria, where he 
obtained the relic of 
the right hand of the 
Holy Forerunner, which 
he took as a precious 
trophy to his own 
city. It was, therefore, 
at Antioch where he 
met Saint Paul in the 
course of his second 
missionary journey and 
accompanied him thence 
to proclaim salvation in 
Greece. 
        
But another tradition 
says that Luke did not 
know the Lord during 
His earthly sojourn, 
and that he met Saint 
Paul while working as 
a physician at Thebes in 
Boeotia during the reign 
of Claudius (c. 42 AD). 
The Apostle’s fiery words 
convinced him of the 
Truth that he had vainly 
sought in the wisdom of 
this world for so many 
years. Without hesitation, 
he gave up all that he 
had and his profession 

in physical medicine to 
follow Paul and become 
the beloved physician of 
souls. (Colossians 4:14)
He went with the Apostle 
in his journeys from Troas 
to Philippi, where Paul 
left him to nurture the 
newly-born Church. Luke 
remained in Macedonia 
for some years and, 
when Paul visited Philippi 
again during his third 
journey (AD 58), he sent 
him to Corinth to receive 
the collection made by 
the faithful there for the 
needs of the poor at 
Jerusalem. They went 
together to the Holy 
City, strengthening the 
Churches on their way. 
When Paul was arrested 
in Jerusalem and 
transferred to Caesarea, 
Luke remained with him. 
He accompanied Paul 
to Rome and describes 
their difficult and eventful 
voyage at the end of 
the Acts of the Apostles 
(chapters 27-28). 

Luke wrote his Gospel 
and the Acts of the 
Apostles at Rome in 
obedience to Paul, 
dedicating the Acts to 
Theophilus, the Governor 
of Achaia, who was a 
convert. In his Gospel, 
Luke adds details which 
are not found in the first 
two evangelists: in telling 
of the Savior’s life, he 
especially stresses His 

mercy and compassion 
for sinful humanity that 
He has come to visit 
as a Physician (Luke 
4:23; 5:31). And in the 
Acts, after telling of 
all that happened in 
the foundation of the 
Church at Jerusalem, he 
gives most attention to 
the work of his master, 
Saint Paul, who labored 
more abundantly than 
all the other Apostles 
in spreading the glad 
tidings of salvation. 
After two years of 
imprisonment in Rome, 
Paul was released and 
immediately resumed 
his traveling ministry, 
followed by his faithful 
disciple Luke. But Nero 
launched his furious 
persecution of the 
Christians in Rome soon 
after, and Paul returned 
to the city at the risk of 
his life to strengthen the 
faithful there. He was 
arrested, put in chains, 
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and held in far worse 
conditions than before. 
Luke remained steadfastly 
faithful to his master 
while others forsook him 
(Timothy 4:11), and he 
was probably present at 
Saint Paul’s martyrdom, 
although he left no 
written testimony to the 
fact. 

After the glorious death 
of the Apostle of the 
Gentiles, Luke made 
his way back to Achai, 
preaching the Gospel 
in Italy, Dalmatia and 
Macedonia. It is said 
that, in his old age, amid 
great tribulations, he also 
evangelized the idolators  
in Egypt.  He is supposed 

St. Luke the Apostle and Evangelist- October 18, 2016

to have gone as far as 
the remote Thebaid and 
to have consecrated 
Saint Abile, the second 
bishop of Alexandria. 

On his return to Greece, 
Luke became Bishop of 
Thebes in Boeotia; he 
ordained priests and 
deacons, established 
churches and healed the 
sick in soul and body by 
his prayer. The idolaters 
arrested him there when 
he was eighty-four years 
old. They flayed him alive 
and crucified him on an 
olive tree. Many miracles 
were wrought afterwards 
by a miraculous myron 
trickling from his tomb, 
which was particularly 

effective in the cure of 
eye diseases for those 
who, in faith, anointed 
themselves with it.

Many years later, the 
Emperor Constantius, the 
son of Saint Constantine 
the Great, sent Saint 
Artemius (October 20) 
to Thebes to bring the 
relics of the Apostle 
Luke to Constantinople, 
where they were placed 
under the altar of the 
Church of the Holy 
Apostles with the relics 
of the Apostles Andrew 
and Timothy. It is the 
tradition of the Church 
that Saint Luke was 
the first iconographer 
and that he painted 

an image Of the Holy 
Mother of God in her 
earthly lifetime. The All 
Holy Virgin praised this 
representation and said, 
“May the grace of Him 
who was born of me be 
upon this image.” Saint 
Luke afterwards painted 
other images of the All 
Holy Virgin and of the 
Apostles, giving rise in 
the Church to the devout 
and holy tradition of 
veneration of the icons of 
Christ and of His Saints. 
For this reason, Saint 
Luke is honored as the 
patron of iconographers.  

http://www.goarch.org

Saint Basil Academy

you belong here…

EntrancE/ScholarShip tESt DatES
October 29, 2016 & November 5, 2016
711 Fox Chase Road, Jenkintown, PA 19046 • 215.885.3771 • www.stbasilacademy.org • admissions@stbasilacademy.org

 

Open House
12-3pm    October 9, 2016
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Eighty-five Years Honoring the Mother of God (Pokrov)

Fox Chase Manor, PA - For eighty-five years the 
Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great have 
been hosting a Pilgrimage honoring the Mother of 
God on the grounds of their Motherhouse.  This year 
hundreds of pilgrims seeking spiritual nourishment 
joined the Sisters with the Theme:  “Mother of Mercy:  
Celebrating a Year of Mercy as proclaimed by Pope 
Francis.”

Throughout the day pilgrims availed themselves of 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) prior to 
the celebration of the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy. The 
pilgrims also had an opportunity to enter the doors 
of Holy Trinity Chapel which had been designated 
as Holy Doors during this Year of Mercy. Our guests 
were also encouraged to venerate the icon and relic 
of  Bishop, Martyr and Confessor Mykola Charnetskyi, 
which was placed for this purpose on the tetrapod 
in Holy Trinity Chapel. Another featured event was 
a vocation presentation and display offered by Rev. 
Paul Makar in the Basilian Spirituality Center. The 
pilgrimage also featured a children’s program and 
a screening of  Documentary on the Life and Times 
of His Beatitude Lubomyr Husar.  

(continued on next page)

Plast & SUM children with Hierarchy and Clergy

Very Reverend Archpriest Mykhailo Kuzma

Bishop Bura blessing the assembly
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As always the highlight of the day was the 
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, which was presided over 
by the Most Reverend John Bura, Auxillary Bishop 
of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia, Bishop Emeritus 
Basil Losten, Very Rev. Basil Salkovski, Provincial 
of the Basilian Fathers, the Sister’s Chaplain Msgr. 
Peter Waslo, and Very Reverend Archpriest Mykhailo 
Kuzma from the Chicago Eparchy.  A procession of 
the hierarchy, clergy and representatives from Plast 
and the UAYA (SUM) preceded the Divine Liturgy.  
Responses were sung by the choir from St. Josaphat 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Trenton under the 
direction of Roman Kuczarskyy. At the conclusion 
of the Divine Liturgy, His Grace, Bishop Bura 
expressed gratitude to the Sisters for providing this 
opportunity for spiritual enrichment for the faithful of 
the Archeparchy. Thanks were also extended to the 
hierarchy, clergy, and, especially the Faithful and 
youth present.  

Very Rev. Archpriest Myhailo Kuzma gave the homily 
at the Divine Liturgy. In his homily, Father Kuzma 
spoke of the need to see Christ in all persons – 
even in those we may have a difficult time loving. 
He explained that this is what mercy means. It was 
a message Rev. Kuzma repeated at the Moleben, 
speaking directly to the Freshman class from Saint 
Basil Academy as well as to all the pilgrims, stressing 
once again that we must love everyone – especially 
those we find difficult to love. He challenged the 
young women from SBA to go forth and be beacons 
of this love. A special healing anointing was offered 
by the hierarchy and clergy after the Moleben.   

Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, Provincial Superior, 
welcomed all the pilgrims, the youth, and the clergy, 
inviting them to enter the doors of mercy to receive 
a special blessing and to carry that blessing and 
mercy to all whom they encounter not only today 
but every day. 

The Sisters are grateful to and honored by all who 
participated in the holy gathering. We ask for special 

(continued on next page)

Eighty-five Years Honoring the Mother of God (Pokrov)

St. Josaphat Choir, Trenton, NJ

Volunteers serving food

Pilgrim venerating icon and relic of  Bishop, 
Martyr and Confessor Mykola Charnetskyi

(continued from previous page)
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blessings of God on each and every one of our 
guests and we look forward to seeing all of you at 
next year’s pilgrimage (or sooner).   

Since 1911 the Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the 
Great have served in the United States.  The Sisters 
strive to be a Praying, Healing, Life-Giving Presence 
in every community they minister, especially in the 
field of education.  Their Motherhouse is in Fox 
Chase Manor, Pennsylvania, which is just outside 
Philadelphia.  The Sisters can be reached by email 
at province@stbasils.com by telephone at 215-379-
3998 and by mail at 710 Fox Chase Road, Fox 
Chase Manor, PA  19046. Their website is www.
stbasils.com 

Eighty-five Years Honoring the Mother of God (Pokrov)

Saint Basil Academy Freshman processing 
to the Grotto

Moleben at the Grotto

Anointing after MolebenCelebration of Moleben

Vocation Icon and Kiosk on display
during the Pilgrimage. Vocations website:

http://www.ukrainiancatholicvocations.com/
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Procession by Holy Trinity Chapel 

Eighty-five Years Honoring the Mother of God (Pokrov)
(continued from previous page)

Entering the doors of Holy 
Trinity Chapel which had been 

designated as Holy Doors 
during this Year of Mercy

Watch videos from the 
Pilgrimage on our YouTube 

Channel at  https://
www.youtube.com/user/
thewayukrainian/videos

Pilgrim entering the Holy 
Door in Holy Trinity Chapel

The eighty-fifth Pilgrimage to the Mother of God  
was successful because of the participation of the following: 

 
His Grace John Bura 

His Grace Basil Losten 
 

The homilist Very Reverend Archpriest Mykhailo Kuzma 
 

 The clergy who officiated at the Divine Liturgy, Sacrament of 
Reconciliation and Moleben 

 
The choir from St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church, Trenton, NJ  

 
The parishes in the Archeparchy of Philadelphia who donated verenyky 

 
 All of our wonderful Basilian Associates and volunteers who donated items 

or time 
 

and all the Pilgrims who attended.   
 

The Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great thank you. 
A Divine Liturgy will be celebrated in our Holy Trinity Chapel for your 

intention.  
 
 

Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM  
Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great 

Jesus, Lover of Humanity Province 
Fox Chase Manor, PA 
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Special Prayer Services in Honor of  Bishop Soter Ortynsky, 
First Ukrainian Catholic Bishop in the U.S., will be held 

Sunday, October 30, 2016 at 3:00 pm in the Philadelphia 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral

 

Philadelphia, Pa.-- On 
Sunday, October 30 at 3 
p.m. a special moleben 
prayer and panakhyda 
service in memory of 
the late Bishop Soter 
Ortynsky will be led by 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka at the 
golden domed Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, 
830 North Franklin 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa.  
Archbishop Soroka will 
be joined in the prayer 
service by brother bishops 
of the Ukrainian Catholic, 
Byzantine Catholic 
and Latin Catholic 
Churches, together with 
the priests and deacons 
of the Philadelphia 
Archeparchy.
 
This year, 2016, the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church observes the 
150th anniversary of his 
birth in 1866 and the 
centennial anniversary of 
his death in 1916.
 
The homilist for the 
services will be Rev. Dr. 
Ivan Kaszczak.  Father 
Kaszczak recently 
authored a book  Bishop 
Soter Stephen Ortynsky: 
Genesis of the Eastern 
Catholic Churches in 

America, which recounts 
the struggles Bishop 
Ortynsky experienced 
as the first hierarch for 
Eastern Catholics in 
the United States in the 
early twentieth  century, 
before the canonical 
establishment of separate 
jurisdictions for Ukrainian 
Catholic and Byzantine 
Catholic Churches in the 
United States.
 
All the faithful are invited 
and encouraged to 
attend these services in 
honor of the first bishop 
to serve the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in the 
United States.
 
After the services, all are 
invited for refreshments 
which will be served in 
the cathedral social hall.
 
Bishop Soter Stephen 
Ortynsky (1866-1916) 
was the first Bishop of all 
Eastern Catholics in the 
United States.

He was born in 
Ortynychi, Lviv Oblast, 
Ukraine on January 29, 
1866.  He made his 
vows with the Order of 
Saint Basil the Great on 
January 1, 1889 and 
on July 18, 1891 he 

was ordained a priest 
by Metropolitan of Lviv, 
Sylvester Sembratovych 
and celebrated his 
Liturgy of Thanksgiving 
at the Monastery Church 
in Dobromyl.

Pope Pius X appointed 
him bishop for the Eastern 
Catholics in America and 
named him titular Bishop 
of Daulia on March 26, 
1907

He was consecrated 
bishop on May 12, 
1907 by Metropolitan 
Andrew Sheptytsky, 
Bishop Constantine 
Chechovych and Bishop 
Gregory Chomyshyn in 
St. George's Cathedral, 
Lviv.

On May 28, 1913, the 
Apostolic See named 
Bishop Ortynsky as 
exarch, granting him 
full ordinary jurisdiction, 
making him independent 
of the jurisdiction of 
every Latin diocese in the 
United States.

Bishop Ortynsky 
contracted pneumonia 
and died in Philadelphia 
on March 24, 1916. 
An estimated 10-
15 thousand people 

Bishop Soter 
Ortynsky

attended his funeral. 
The celebrant was the 
Vicar General of the 
Philadelphia Eparchy, 
Very Rev. Aleksander 
Dzubay.

His body is buried in the 
crypt of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception 
in Philadelphia, Pa.
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Parishioners flock to McAdoo church for 
125th anniversary celebration

By Rachel Holly, October 
3, 2016 Hazleton 
Standard-Speaker

For 125 years, the faithful 
parishioners of St. Mary’s 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in McAdoo have 
made their patronage 
every Sunday — and this 
Sunday, the archbishop 
decided to join them.

More than 100 people 
packed into the ornate 
Ukrainian church, tucked 
into the heart of McAdoo 
along West Blaine Street.

With ribbons adorning 
the front fence, and 
a large greeting of 
“Vitayemo!” — Ukrainian 
for welcome — the 
churchgoers of St. Mary’s 
came out in numbers to 
celebrate.

“I’ve been a member for 
life,” Russell Postupack 
of McAdoo said, while 
attending with his wife, 
Diane.

“We wanted to come out 
since we weren’t sure 
we’d ever see another 
milestone like this again.”

The service began at 1 
p.m. and was standing 
room only by the time 
the liturgy began.

“We wanted to come out 

to celebrate,” Vladimir 
Holoviak of Sugarloaf 
Township added, with 
his father at his side. 
“My grandmother’s a 
member; we wanted to 
celebrate the milestone.”

This marks the capstone 
for the 125th anniversary 
celebrations, which also 
involved the pilgrimage 
of over 25 St. Mary’s 
parishioners from 
McAdoo to Shenandoah 
in September.

“It’s so wonderful to 
see the pews so filled,” 
photographer and 
parishioner Bill Reshetar 
said.

“There will be a book 
released, too, featuring 
photos throughout the 
years up until today 
telling the history of this 
church.”

In addition to the usual 
parish family, today’s 
service also featured 
Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia main 
celebrant at the Divine 
Liturgy.

After the sermon, a light 
reception was held for 
the attendees at Genetti 
Catering, Hazleton.

With many local churches 
merging or closing their 
doors, seeing St. Mary’s 
full of life and continuing 
strong brought joy to 
many of the locals, both 
inside and outside of the 
church.

“One hundred twenty-five 
years is really a reason 
to celebrate,” Reshetar 
said with a smile, as he 

snapped photos during 
the sermon.

http://standardspeaker.
com/news/parishioners-
flock-to-mcadoo-church-
for-125th-anniversary-
celebration-1.2098918

Patronage of the Mother of God (St. Mary’s) 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, McAdoo, PA 

(Photo: Deacon Waak)
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St. Mary’s 125 Anniversary Keynote Banquet Speech

125 years ago the 
world was so totally 
different than it is today.  
Overall conditions in 
Eastern Europe were 
very poor.  Life was a 
frustrating struggle for 
daily survival.  It was 
a time of total manual 
labor and back-breaking 
toil.  With no electricity, 
in house pluming, motor 
vehicles, or creature 
comforts of any type, 
life for our ancestors is 
hard for us to imagine 
as we take so much for 
granted today.  With 
our ancestors’ Eastern 
European economy a 
shambles, and all but 
a very small group of 
land-owners being rich, 
the desire to go to 
America became almost 
everyone’s dream.  
 
AMERICA!
More and more Greek 
Catholic settlers came 
to this mountain top 
berg of McAdoo. They 
lived in the drafty coal 
company homes they 
were promised, and 
worked endless hours in 
the bowls of the earth 
for mere cents per day.  
Their pays were further 
depleted at the coal 
company store that 
extended them credit 
and also deducted from 
them their rent.  Very 
little money was left over 
for their use afterwards.  

Not being able to read, 
write, or speak English, 
it was their Faith in God 
that sustained them.  He, 
GOD, was central to them 
in their lives.  Needing a 
house of prayer of their 
very own, they collected 
their pennies, and began 
to save for a church and 
cemetery of their own.  
As it is well known, they 
walked the 16 miles from 
McAdoo to St. Michael’s 
in Shenandoah to attend 
Divine Liturgy on Sundays 
until they could have their 
own house of God.

Soon a lot on West 
Blaine St. was purchased 
and a humble wooden 
clap-board church was 
constructed complete 
with onion dome, 3-bar 
cross, and a church 
bell just like they knew 

from their villages back 
home. The church 
was placed under the 
protection of the Mother 
of God.  Both town and 
Church membership 
steadily grew and the 
wooden church building 
became insufficient 
to accommodate the 
growing congregation.  
Consequently, plans 
began for building the 
present church building.

The tired and weary men 
returning from their long 
work shifts in the mines 
of Silverbrook, Yorktown, 
and Audenried, came 
home to put in yet a 
few more hours digging 
the basement for the 
foundation of the new 
church.  Despite their 
exhaustion, they still 
selected large boulders 

from near the mines 
where they worked, 
hoisted them onto horse 
and mule drawn wagons, 
to finally bring them 
home for the foundation 
of the new church and 
the cemetery walls which 
are all standing to this 
present day.  Like having 
their own church, it too 
was very important to 
have their own cemetery 
where they could lay to 
rest their deceased loved 
ones in wooden caskets 
facing east, because 
Holy Scripture teaches 
that Jesus will come from 
the east to judge us all 
on the last day, and in 
this way everyone could 
rise and face Him.

McAdoo 125th Anniversary - Reception (Photo: Deacon Waak)
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Father time pushed 
onward, and the 
parish community 
lived to celebrate its 
50th, 100th, and now 
125 thAnn i ve r sa r i e s .  
There was sadness and 
joy over all those years…  
There was great joy in 
the parish community, 
especially when 4 men 
were ordained to the 
Holy Priesthood, and 
2 to the Deaconate.  
The parish community 
beamed with pride as 
it bustled with vibrant 
organizations such as the 
Sacred Heart Society, 
The Girls’ Sodality, The 
Holy Name Society, The 
Junior, Senior, and Mens’ 
Church Choirs, the St. 
Olga Society, Altar Boys, 
the Kaska Dance Group, 
the Deanery Choir, and 
Ukrainian Drama Club 
of the 1020’s.

Finally a clearly defined 
ethnic Ukrainian identity 

crystalized in the late 
1920 and early 1930’s 
and St. Mary’s became 
a dynamo of Ukrainian 
ethnic identity, cultural 
arts, folk dances, 
folk songs, teaching 
Ukrainian language, 
(vyshivany) artistic folk 
stitchery, and the art 
of making the colorful 
pysanky.

AND NOW TODAY
And now, here we are. 
Where do we go from 
here? By the grace of 
God we survived upon 
a rich past history of 
Faith, through joys and 
sorrows to celebrate this 
125 year anniversary.  
But where do we go 
from here?

I POSE TO US THESE 
QUESTIONS:

In a day when it’s 
fashionable to turn away 
from God, abandon 

the Faith, His Church 
and teachings under 
a variety of excuses 
and justifications from 
clergy weaknesses and 
failings, to modern 
day teachings that we 
are self-sufficiency and 
don’t need God.  Or 
convincing oneself that 
I can enjoy a TV mega 
church evangelist, pray 
at home, and forget all 
about belonging to an 
organized Church Faith 
community.  Will I make 
my decision based upon 
the pastor’s personality, 
or the imperfect church 
membership, or will I 
keep my faith in Jesus 
Christ despite all odds?  
What am I willing to do 
for God?  What will I give 
to Him?  Will I love and 
care for others despite 
the hurts and adverse 
conditions that happen 
in all parish life?  Am I 
willing to work together, 
give my talents, forgive 

other’s failings, or will 
I indulge in pride and 
anger, and “take my ball 
and go home”?  Will I 
welcome in the stranger, 
and care for the poor 
sick, elderly and lonely?  
Am I ready to teach 
the young and old the 
faith in Jesus Christ the 
incarnate God/man?

Only you and I can 
answer these questions 
individually one by one, 
but their answers will 
determine where our 
125 history will take us 
from here.  God bless 
you!

Deacon Michael 
Waak, Parish Son

*Adapted from article 
submitted by Deacon 
Waak

St. Mary’s 125 Anniversary Keynote Banquet Speech
(continued from previous page)

McAdoo 125th Anniversary - Reception (Photos: Deacon Michael Waak)

McAdoo Choir
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC ARCHEPARCHY 
OF PHILADELPHIA 

 
For your information, we are listing the dates of some major upcoming events. 
 
 
 
October 9th, 2016  100th Anniversary Celebrations of Assumption of  
    Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church,  
    Bayonne, NJ; Divine Liturgy at 11:00 am. 
 
 
October 15 th , 2016  "Holy Door" Dedication and Pilgrimage with Confessions and prayer after 1 pm.   
    Veneration of Replica of Shroud of Turin.  
     Divine Liturgy at 4 pm celebrated by Archbishop Stefan Soroka and clergy of  
     North Anthracite Ukrainian Catholic Deanery - at  
    Saints Cyril & Methodius Church, 135 River Street, Olyphant, PA    
     Everyone welcome! 
 
October 16th, 2016  Archeparchial Marriage Anniversary Celebration  

Divine Liturgy at 11:00 am at Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception, Philadelphia, PA. 

 
October 30th, 2016  Commemorating Most Rev. Soter Stephen Ortynsky, 
    OSBM, first Bishop for Eastern Catholics in America. 
    Moleben and Memorial Prayers at 3:00 pm at Ukrainian 
    Catholic Cathedral of Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA 
     
November 6th, 2016  Celebrating 95th Anniversary of St. John the Baptist  
    Ukrainian Catholic Church and 10th Anniversary of  
    Ukrainian Cultural Center, Whippany, NJ. 
 
November 9, 10, 2016 Archeparchial Clergy Conference, Washington, D.C. 
    Celebrating 75th Anniversary of Founding of our 
    St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary.  

Conference Program involving academic program shared with The Catholic 
University of America. 

 
November 13th, 2016  Hierarchical Divine Liturgy at Ukrainian Catholic  
    National Shrine of the Holy Family in Washington, D.C. 
    Celebrating with gratitude the 75th Anniversary of     
    Saint Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary, Washington, DC 
 
December 9th, 2016 Feast of Conception of St. Anne.  Annual Divine Liturgy of Thanksgiving for all 

Benefactors of Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, 9:00 am at 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA. 
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ALL ARE INVITED  and 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  
(Beginning) On Saturday, 
October 15, 2016 The 
Vatican-commissioned 
Replica of the SHROUD 
of TURIN will be 
venerated at SS. Cyril 
and Methodius Ukrainian 
Catholic Church,135 
River Street, Olyphant, 
PA.  for two weeks.  

St. Cyril's is designated a 
"Holy Door" Church in the 
NEPA Ukrainian Catholic 
Deanery.  On Saturday, 
October 15, 2016, 
Saturday: The Church 
doors open at l:00 p.m. 
with the Veneration of the 
Vatican-Commissioned 
Replica of the Shroud 
of Turin at 2:00 p.m., 
Confessions (Sacrament 
of Reconciliation)  Then at 
3:30 p.m. Praying of the 
HOLY ROSARY and at 
4:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy, 
con-celebrated by 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka and 
Clergy of the North 
Anthracite Ukrainian 
Catholic Deanery.

Additional information 
contact Rev. Nestor 
Iwasiw, Pastor 570-489-
2271. website: stcyrils.
weconnect.com This 
event coincides with the 
128th Anniversary of SS. 
Cyril's and Methodius 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in October 2016. 
(1888-2016)

St. Cyril and Methodius 
Ukrainian Catholic Church

Olyphant, PA
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South Anthracite Deanery Ukrainian Seminary Day 
Raises $50,000

The clergy of the Pa. South Anthracite Deanery presented a check for $50,000 to Metropolitan Stefan 
Soroka as the proceeds from the Annual Ukrainian Seminary Day and the Deanery Lenten devotions.

From 1985 through this year, 2016, Ukrainian Seminary Day has raised over $835,000 for the 
financial support of St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary, adjacent to the campus of The Catholic 
University of America in Washington, D.C. 

Pictured left to right, Father Roman Pitula, Rev. Archpriest Michael Hutsko, dean; Msgr. James T. 
Melnic, Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka, Msgr. Myron Grabowsky, Father Petro Zvarych and 
Father Mark Fesniak. Not photographed: Father Mykola Ivanov and Deacon Paul Spotts.
 



 
 

“Moved by Mercy” 
Respect Life Month, October 2016 

My dear friends in Christ: 
 
This summer, I traveled to Poland for World Youth Day, where millions of young Catholics gathered. A 
theme chosen by Pope Francis that I addressed in a talk I gave to young people was, “Now is the time for 
mercy.” It’s timely, isn’t it? Yet, as in a story I shared about Pope Saint John Paul II, it’s also timeless. 
For years, Poland had been oppressed, with no freedom of religion. Human rights had been trampled, and the 
sacredness of human life violated. Then Pope John Paul II visited in 1979 with a message that changed the 
world. 
 
He spoke about God, about faith, about human dignity, truth, and the sacredness of human life. He spoke 
about Jesus and the Church. And what do you think happened? Over a million people responded, chanting 
over and over, “We want God! We want God!” Mikhail Gorbachev said it was Pope John Paul II’s nine-day 
visit that led to the fall of communism.  
 
After my talk concluded, history repeated itself. Youth from all over the world chanted, “We want God! We 
want God!” The Lord was moving hearts with his mercy.  
 
God offers his gift of mercy to each and every one of us, no matter what. But we have to decide to receive 
that gift—whether or not to turn away from sin and turn, instead, toward him. We have to decide whether we 
want God.  
 
The theme of the 2016-17 Respect Life Program is “Moved by Mercy” (usccb.org/respectlife). When we let 
our hearts be moved by God’s mercy, it shapes everything. As Pope Francis said, “We are called to show 
mercy because mercy has first been shown to us” (Misericordiae Vultus). 
 
God made each of us in his own image and likeness.  He desires to be united with us forever in a loving 
relationship.  God loves us, treats us with respect, and asks us to do the same with others.  Every person is 
sacred and must be treated with the dignity they deserve.  No one should ever be treated callously or 
carelessly - - everyone should be cherished and protected! 
 
From each tiny child waiting to be born, to individuals nearing death, all are precious and deserve our care 
and protection. Women and men suffering after abortion, individuals tempted to end their lives, couples 
longing to conceive a child, people pushed to the margins of society by a “throwaway culture,” expectant 
mothers facing challenging pregnancies, and every other person—each “has a place in God’s heart from all 
eternity” (Amoris Laetitia, 168).  
 
Let’s ask God to make us channels of his loving mercy: Lord, help us to receive your mercy and turn to you 
each moment. And please guide us in extending your mercy to others today. Now is the time for mercy.  
 

Sincerely yours in Christ,  
 

 

 
Timothy Cardinal Dolan 
Chairman 
USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities 
October 2016 
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October is Respect Life Month

(continued on next page)
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October is Respect Life Month
(continued from previous page)
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 Date: Sunday, October 16th, 2016 
 

 Time: Doors open at 12:30 PM 
     First drawing at 2:00 PM 
 

 Where: Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church 
  315 Fourth Street, West Easton, PA 18042 
 

$10 admission includes first sheet of tickets. 
Many prizes valued at $100+!  Door prizes and 50/50 raffle! 

All ages are welcome! 
 

Refreshments including homemade pierogies, BBQ,              
baked goods and more will be available to purchase. 

 

Top prizes include:  55” 4K UHD TV, Xbox One, Apple Watch, 
Disney Hopper Passes and more! 

 
www.HolyGhost-Ukrainian-Catholic.org 
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Children's Liturgy at St John's - Northampton PA
 

The children were welcomed by Father David Clooney. 

In recognition of the new school year and the beginning of our 2016/2017 Religious Education 
Program at St John’s in Northampton, PA, Father Clooney  held a Children’s Liturgy on Sunday-
October 2, 2016 at the 9:00 AM Liturgy.

Altar Servers who were present for the Children’s Liturgy on October 2.
 



OCTOBER 09, 2016  21

St John's Religious Education Program 2016/2017 - 
Northampton, PA

On Tuesday-September 27, 2016 – we had Nicholas Naylor (older brother of  Andrew Holmes and 
Christian Holmes) address the students regarding his military duty with the USAF.  Nicholas attended St 
John’s Religious Education Program as a young student and we were very happy to have him return to 
speak with the children.  This year the students are collecting “care package items” so we can send them 
to the US Troops who are serving overseas for Christmas.  Nicholas will return on October 18 and assist 
the children in boxing up the care packages, so we can mail them in time for the US Troops to get them 
for Christmas.  (Nicholas Naylor showed the children some of the equipment he uses, when doing missions  
on an airplane.)

Students listen to Christian 
Holmes as he instructs them on 

the Altar Server Duties

Students / Altar Servers: Andrew Holmes & 
Christian Holmes (shown in 3rd row) instructed 
our young male students on the activities that an 
Altar Server preforms during Liturgy. Because 
of our active Religious Education Program, 
we have many students who assist Father 
Clooney during our weekly Liturgies. First Row: 
Kolby Miller, Stephen Fedorak; Second Row: 
Alexander Neagle, Maxwil Kochan, Donato 
Brigidi, Matthew Barbieri

On Tuesday-September 20, 2016 – our 
Religious Education Program started 
again for the 2016 / 2017 School year.
 

Nicholas Naylor All our students with Nicholas Naylor
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St. Vladimir Parish Flea Market 
Scranton, PA

 
The annual Flea Market 
sponsored by St. Vladimir 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church will be held in the 
Parish Center, 428 North 
Seventh Avenue, Scranton 
on Saturday, October 
15, 2016 from 9:00am 
to 2:00pm. Doors will not 
open before  9:00am. 
This event benefits the 
Parish Children’s Religious Education Program.

Slavic and American foods will be available 
for purchase along with tickets for an attractive 
basket raffle.

For additional information contact Daria at 
570 963-1580.

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA 
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2016 

 
 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral  
of the Immaculate Conception  
 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 
 
We invite all our married faithful 
to join with our Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan Soroka to cel-
ebrate their Wedding Anniver-

saries at a Divine Liturgy in our Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception, Sunday, October 16, 2016 at 
11 AM followed by a Banquet in their honor. 
 

Registration Form 

Husband’s name _____________________________________________________________________ 

Wife’s Name  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish   _________________________________________ Phone ____________________________ 

Email ______________________________________ Number of Years Married __________________ 

Number of Guests   ______________________________________________________________________ 

Deadline for Registration October 1, 2016 

Cost:  $50.00 per Anniversary Couple  $30.00 per guest 

Mail to:  Office for Evangelization 827 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, Pa.  19123 

Make checks payable to: Archeparchy of Philadelphia  

Year of Mercy Column - 
October 2: 

Artisans of Mercy
by Mr. Peter Yaremko

Some 25,000 people attended Pope Francis’s 
general audience in St. Peter's Square a few 
days after the canonization of Saint Teresa of 
Kolkata.

Before delivering his final blessing, the Pope 
called on young people to follow her example 
and be "artisans of mercy."

Why did he use the example of an artisan to 
illustrate his call for us to do God’s missionary 
work through “an authentic evangelic path?”

An artisan is a worker in a trade that demands 
special skills, especially work that involves 
producing useful things by hand.

Both Jesus and his earthly father, Joseph, 
labored as skilled carpenters. Using handheld 
tools, they shaped wood toward new uses and, 
therefore, could be called artisans.

Men and women today create false images of 
God, the Pope said. They often think of him as 
a "psychological refuge" that provides comfort 
during difficult times. Or they reduce Jesus to 
just another teacher of ethics.

These erroneous perceptions "cancel out 
his missionary impulse that is capable of 
transforming the world and history."

Christians, Francis said, believe in the God 
of Jesus Christ, who wants us "to grow in the 
living experience of his mystery of love."

Our prayer today: Lord Jesus, grant us the gift 
of great faith so that we can become signs and 
instruments of your mercy.
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BASKET RAFFLE & 
DINNER 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 
23RD 

Doors open @ 2PM 
Drawing will start @ 

4:30PM 

GET YOUR TICKETS!!! 
 

Afternoon of Fun:  
Basket Raffle 

Pick your package 
 

Dinner is also 
available 

Package 1= $20 
you get 15 tickets 
for the raffle and a 
spaghetti platter 

for dinner. 

Pa

Package 2= $15 
you get 20 tickets 

for the raffle 

Drinks available 
for Purchase 

NATIVITY OF BVM 
HALL 

211 Grace Street
Reading, PA 19611

Call for Tickets or 
questions

Call :                            
Debbie M. 717-383-3162 

Ellen R. 610-207-7875  or 
Rectory 610-376-0586

DOORS OPEN AT NOON 

GAMES BEGIN AT 1 PM 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH 

Presentation of Our Lord 
1564 Allentown Road 

Lansdale, PA 

Presentation of Our Lord 
Ukrainian Catholic Church 

  F
all

 B
as

ke
t B

ing
o 

Tickets: 
$20 in 

advance 
$25 at 

the door 

 

FOR TICKETS AND INFORMATION:  

PLEASE CALL ALICIA AT 215-852-3463  

Sample only 

Fa
bu

lo
us

 F
oo

d Filled B
askets 

 

Our next day of communal prayer will be 
on Sunday, Oct. 30 at St. Mary’s Chapel.  

Fr. Peter Shyshka will be available for confes-
sions at 2:00 pm and then celebrate the 2:30 
Divine Liturgy (bi-lingual).  The Year of Mer-
cy is coming to a close soon and we invite you 

to come and receive the plenary indulgence 
and graces that our Loving and Merciful God 

wants to bestow upon you.  
(Refreshments wand social will follow the service)  

 
 

150 Sisters Servants Lane 
 Sloatsburg, NY 10974 

845-753-2840 

SSMI’s invite 
all to  

Year of Mercy 
Communal Prayer  
St. Mary’s Villa  
Sloatsburg, NY 

 
Oct. 30, 2016 

Christmas  Bingo 
Date Change  

Sunday, November 6th, 2016 
Doors open at 12 noon 

Early Bird at 1:15pm 
Bingo starts at 1:30pm 

Admission $25.00 
*All Players must purchase an admission ticket 

*Advanced ticket holders will be entered in a drawing for 
Christmas item . 

* Special Raffle - Bring  non-perishable food or paper 
products to get a chance for a special raffle – 

 one chance per item  
 
 

St. Michael’s Church Hall 
300 W Oak St , Shenandoah, PA  

for tickets or info call  570-462-0809. 
We cannot accept 50 or 100 dollar bill’s 
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Pope Francis celebrates Mass for Catechists' Jubilee

25/09/2016
 
(Vatican Radio) Pope 
Francis celebrated Mass 
to mark the Jubilee of 
Catechists on Sunday 
– the 26th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time and the 
Jubilee of Catechists in 
the Extraordinary Jubilee 
Year of Mercy.

Please find the full text 
of Pope Francis’ homily, 
in its official English 
translation, below

**********************
In the second reading 
the Apostle Paul offers 
to Timothy, but also to 
us, some advice which 
is close to his heart.  
Among other things, he 
charges him “to keep 
the commandment 
unstained and free from 
reproach” (1 Tim 6:14).  
He speaks simply of a 
commandment.  It seems 
that he wants to keep our 
attention fixed firmly on 
what is essential for our 
faith.  Saint Paul, indeed, 
is not suggesting all sorts 
of different points, but 
is emphasizing the core 
of the faith.  This centre 
around which everything 
revolves, this beating 
heart which gives life to 
everything is the Paschal 
proclamation, the first 
proclamation: the Lord 
Jesus is risen, the Lord 
Jesus loves you, and he 
has given his life for you; 

risen and alive, he is 
close to you and waits for 
you every day.  We must 
never forget this.  On this 
Jubilee for Catechists, 
we are being asked not 
to tire of keeping the key 
message of the faith front 
and centre: the Lord is 
risen.  Nothing is more 
important;  nothing is 
clearer or more relevant 
than this.  Everything 
in the faith becomes 
beautiful when linked 
to this centrepiece, if 
it is saturated by the 
Paschal proclamation.  
If it remains in isolation, 
however, it loses its 
sense and force.  We 
are called always to live 
out and proclaim the 
newness of the Lord’s 
love: “Jesus truly loves 
you, just as you are.  
Give him space: in spite 
of the disappointments 
and wounds in your life, 
give him the chance to 
love you.  He will not 
disappoint you”.

The commandment 
which Saint Paul is 
speaking of makes us 
think also of Jesus’ new 
commandment: “that 
you love one another 
as I have loved you” (Jn 
15:12).  It is by loving 
that the God-who-is-
Love is proclaimed to the 
world: not by the power 
of convincing, never by 
imposing the truth, no 
less by growing fixated 

on some religious or 
moral obligation.  God 
is proclaimed through 
the encounter between 
persons, with care for 
their history and their 
journey.  Because the 
Lord is not an idea, 
but a living person: his 
message is passed on 
through simple and 
authentic testimony, by 
listening and welcoming, 
with joy which radiates 
outward.  We do not 
speak convincingly about 
Jesus when we are sad; 
nor do we transmit 
God’s beauty merely 
with beautiful homilies.  
The God of hope is 
proclaimed by living out 
the Gospel of love in the 
present moment, without 
being afraid of testifying 
to it, even in new ways.
This Sunday’s Gospel 
helps us understand 
what it means to love, 
and more than anything 
how to avoid certain 
risks.  In the parable 
there is a rich man who 
does not notice Lazarus, 
a poor man who was “at 
his gate” (Lk 16:20).  This 
rich man, in fact, does not 
do evil towards anyone; 
nothing says that he is 
a bad man.  But he has 
a sickness much greater 
than Lazarus’, who was 
“full of sores” (ibid.): 
this rich man suffers 
from terrible blindness, 
because he is not able to 
look beyond his world, 

made of banquets and 
fine clothing.  He cannot 
see beyond the door 
of his house to where 
Lazarus lies, because 
what is happening 
outside does not interest 
him.  He does not see 
with his eyes, because 
he cannot feel with 
his heart.  For into it a 
worldliness has entered 
which anaesthetizes the 
soul.  This worldliness is 
like a “black hole” that 
swallows up what is 
good, which extinguishes 
love, because it 
consumes everything 
in its very self.  And so 
here a person sees only 
outward appearances, 
no longer noticing 
others because one 
has become indifferent 
to everyone.  The one 
who suffers from grave 
blindness often takes on 
“squinting” behaviour: he 
looks with adulation at 
famous people, of high 
rank, admired by the 
world, yet turns his gaze 
away from the many 
Lazaruses of today, 
from the poor, from the 
suffering who are the 
Lord’s beloved.

But the Lord looks at 
those who are neglected 
and discarded by the 
world.  Lazarus is the 
only one named in all 
of Jesus’ parables.  His 

(continued on next page)
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name means “God 
helps”.  God does 
not forget him; he will 
welcome him to the 
banquet in his kingdom, 
together with Abram, in 
communion with all who 
suffer.  The rich man 
in the parable, on the 
other hand, does not 
even have a name; his 
life passes by forgotten, 
because whoever lives 
for himself does not write 
history.  And a Christian 
must write history!  He 
or she must go out from 
themselves, to write 
history! But whoever lives 
for themselves cannot 
write history.  Today’s 
callousness causes 
chasms to be dug that 
can never be crossed.  
And we have fallen, at this 
time, into the sickness of 
indifference, selfishness 
and worldliness.

There is another detail 
in the parable, a 
contrast.  The opulent 
life of this nameless man 
is described as being 
ostentatious: everything 
about him concerns 
needs and rights.  Even 
when he is dead he 
insists on being helped 
and demands what is 
to his benefit.  Lazarus’ 
poverty, however, is 
articulated with great 
dignity: from his mouth no 
complaints or protests or 
scornful words issue.  This 

is a valuable teaching: 
as servants of the word 
of Jesus we have been 
called not to parade our 
appearances and not 
to seek for glory; nor 
can we be sad or full of 
complaints.  We are not 
prophets of gloom who 
take delight in unearthing 
dangers or deviations; 
we are not people who 
become ensconced in 
our own surroundings, 
handing out bitter 
judgments on our 
society, on the Church, 
on everything and 
everyone, polluting the 
world with our negativity.  
Pitiful scepticism does 
not belong to whoever 
is close to the word of 
God. 

Whoever proclaims the 
hope of Jesus carries 
joy and sees a great 
distance; such persons 
have the horizon open 
before them; there is 
no wall closing them 
in; they see a great 
distance because they 
know how to see beyond 
evil and beyond their 
problems.  At the same 
time, they see clearly 
from up close, because 
they are attentive to 
their neighbour and to 
their neighbour’s needs.  
The Lord is asking this 
of us today: before all 
the Lazaruses whom 
we see, we are called 

to be disturbed, to find 
ways of meeting and 
helping, without always 
delegating to others or 
saying: “I will help you 
tomorrow; I have no 
time today, I’ll help you 
tomorrow”.  This is a 
sin.  The time taken to 
help others is time given 
to Jesus; it is love that 
remains: it is our treasure 
in heaven, which we earn 
here on earth.

And so, dear catechists, 
dear brothers and sisters, 
may the Lord give us the 
grace to be renewed 
every day by the joy of 
the first proclamation 
to us: Jesus died and 

Pope Francis celebrates Mass for Catechists' Jubilee
(continued from previous page)

is risen, Jesus loves us 
personally!  May he 
give us the strength to 
live and proclaim the 
commandment of love, 
overcoming blindness 
of appearances, and 
worldly sadness.  May 
he make us sensitive to 
the poor, who are not 
an afterthought in the 
Gospel but an important 
page, always open 
before all.

http://en.radiovaticana.
va/news/2016/09/25/
p o p e _ f r a n c i s _
c e l e b r a t e s _ m a s s _
f o r _ c a t e c h i s t s _
jubilee/1260610

Family is a union of man 
and woman, - Zaporizhya 

holds second March for Life

On October 2, 2016, thousands of people walked 
in the columns of "March for Life" along the main 
street of Zaporizhya. This is the second march 
in the city, organized by the Spiritual Council of 
Christian Churches of Zaporizhya.   

h t t p : / / r i s u . o rg . ua/en/ i ndex/a l l _ news/
community/religion_and_society/64658



Pope: overcome spiritual desolation through prayer, 
not pills or drink

27/09/2016

(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis said silence and prayer is the way to overcome our darkest moments, rather 
than resorting to pills or alcoholic drinks to escape from our woes. His comments came during his homily 
at the morning Mass celebrated on Tuesday at the Santa Marta residence. 

Taking his cue from the day’s first reading where Job was living through a spiritual desolation and was 
giving vent to his sorrows before God, the Pope’s homily focused on these dark moments of spiritual 
desolation that all of us experience at some point and explained how we can overcome them. He said 
although Job was in deep trouble and had lost everything he did not curse God and his outburst was that 
of “a son in front of his father.”

All of us sooner or later experience a spiritual darkness

“Spiritual desolation is something that happens to all of us: it can be stronger or weaker … but that feeling 
of spiritual darkness, of hopelessness, mistrust, lacking the desire to live, without seeing the end of the 
tunnel, with so much agitation in one’s heart and in one’s ideas…  Spiritual desolation makes us feel as 
though our souls are crushed, we can’t succeed, we can’t succeed and we also don’t want to live: ‘Death 
is better!’ This was Job’s outburst. It was better to die than live like this. We need to understand that when 
our soul is in this state of generalized sadness we can barely breathe: This happens to all of us… whether 
strong or not ….. to all of us. (We need to) understand what goes on in our hearts.”

Pope Francis went on to pose the question: “What should we do when we experience these dark moments, 
be it for a family tragedy, an illness, something that weighs us down?.” Noting that some people would think 
of taking a pill to sleep and remove them from their problems or drinking one, two, three or four glasses” 
he warned that these methods “do not help.” Instead, today’s liturgy shows us how to cope with this spiritual 
desolation, “when we are lukewarm, depressed and without hope.”

The Pope said the way out from this situation is to pray, to pray loudly, just as Job did, day and night until 
God listens.

“It is a prayer to knock at the door but with strength! ‘Lord, my soul is surfeited with troubles. My life draws 
near to Hell. I am numbered among those who go down into the pit; I am a man without strength.’ How 
many times have we felt like this, without strength?  And here is the prayer. Our Lord himself taught us how 
to pray in these dreadful moments. ‘Lord, you have plunged me into the bottom of the pit. Upon me, your 
wrath lies heavy. Let my prayer come before you, Lord.’ This is the prayer and this is how we should pray in 
our darkest, most dreadful, bleakest and most crushed moments that are really crushing us. This is genuine 
prayer. And it’s also giving vent just like Job did with his sons. Like a son.”

Silence, closeness and prayer is how to help those who are suffering

The importance of silence, being close and using prayer was stressed by Pope Francis who said that was 
the correct way for friends to behave when faced with those who are undergoing dark moments, warning 

(continued on next page)
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words and speeches in these situations can do harm.  

“First of all, we must recognize in ourselves these moments of spiritual desolation, when we are in 
the dark, without hope and asking ourselves why. Secondly, we must pray to the Lord like today’s 
reading from Psalm 87 teaches us to pray during our dark moments. ‘Let my prayer come before 
you, Lord.’ Thirdly, when I draw close to a person who is suffering, whether from illness, or whatever 
other type of suffering and who is experiencing a sense of desolation, we must be silent: but a silence 
with much love, closeness and caresses.  And we must not make speeches that don’t help in the end 
and even can do harm.”

The Pope concluded his homily by asking the Lord to grant us these three graces: the grace to 
recognize spiritual desolation, the grace to pray when we are afflicted by this feeling of spiritual 
desolation and also the grace to know how to be close to people who are suffering terrible moments 
of sadness and spiritual desolation.”

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2016/09/27/pope_overcome_spiritual_desolation_through_
prayer/1260957

Pope: overcome spiritual desolation through prayer, 
not pills or drink
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