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Hundreds Flock to Abandoned Town of Centralia, Pa.
for Pilgrimage; Patriarch Sviatoslav's Vision for
Holy Site Becomes Reality
Centralia,
Pa.—In
November, 2015, the
Father and Head of the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church, His Beatitude
Sviatoslav
Shevchuk
made
a
pastoral
visit to the Ukrainian
Catholic Archeparchy of
Philadelphia.
At that time, together with
Metropolitan-Archbishop
Stefan
Soroka,
he
visited many of the
churches of the South
Anthracite Deanery that
dot the landscape in
the coal regions towns
of Schuylkill, Columbia
(continued on next page)

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka greets those attending the
Pilgrimage in Centralia, PA on August 28, 2016. Pictured to the left
is an 18th century replica of the icon of “Our Lady of Pochaiv.“
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Hundreds Flock to Abandoned Town of Centralia, Pa. for Pilgrimage
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and
Northumberland homes and building once
Counties in northeastern alive but now mostly
razed. Imagine only one
Pennsylvania.
beautiful structure left.
His visit to the small The only one that remains
white church on the fully alive and thriving in
hilltop overlooking the the ghost town.
abandoned community
of Centralia, Pa. became Imagine no more because
municipality
is
a special moment for the
Centralia, Pennsylvania,
him.
and the only one, thriving
“He was moved that the edifice is the Assumption
church was still standing of the Blessed Virgin
above a town that had Mary Ukrainian Catholic
been vacated because Church. So flourishing,
of the mine fire,” Very in fact, that it has
designated
a
Reverend
Archpriest been
Michael Hutsko, pastor holy pilgrimage site
of Assumption of the the Ukrainian Catholic
Blessed Virgin Mary Church and was chosen
Ukrainian
Catholic to have a Holy Door of
Church said. “He said Mercy in the Ukrainian
Archeparchy
God’s presence was still Catholic
of Philadelphia for the
felt.”
Jubilee Year of Mercy.
The pastor said Patriarch
Shevchuk felt the church Once a successful coalwas a holy place and mining town, Centralia
others should experience had a turnabout in the
it through an annual spring of 1962. Some hot
pilgrimage
to
what ash put into the town’s
was once the town of dump-landfill somehow
ignited a vein of coal
Centralia.
beneath the spot. Fast
The Tragic Story of forward to 1979 when
the Town of Centralia, people began realizing
Pa.- Great Town to the fire in the coal veins
had never stopped. A
Ghost Town
Imagine a once-thriving few years later most
town with seven churches, people were displaced.
businesses,
schools, The government began
and working families — relocating them, and the
now with less than 10 state finished the task.
residents. Imagine all The underground fire
but a handful of those spread constantly and
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Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Centralia, PA
was
impossible
to
extinguish. Here and
there ground began to
collapse including a state
highway, and dangerous
gases were released
into the air. The Post
Office stripped the place
of its zip code. Only a
tiny handful of people
refused to leave as most
buildings were being torn
down. The fire still goes
on along the coal veins
while noxious fumes now
seem no longer a threat.

bustling town.”

Yet the Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary
Ukrainian
Catholic
Church, built in 1912
on a hill overlooking this
town 115 miles northwest
of Philadelphia, has never
waned. The church, the
parish, and the location
was designated a place
of pilgrimage for all
Catholics and people
of good faith by the
primate of the worldwide Ukrainian Greek
Centralia has become Catholic Church.
a tourist destination
of sorts for a lot of Why
a
Thriving
macabre reasons,” said Church?
Father Hutsko. “Literally “The members are the
hundreds
look
for ones who were displaced,
evidence of the fire, and and they travel to
part of the state highway church,” Father Hutsko,
closed. People turned it the pastor, explained.
into the graffiti highway. They come from the
They come to see how different communities to
nature has taken over. where they dispersed.
All that’s left are street
grids where once was a (continued on next page)

Hundreds Flock to Abandoned Town of Centralia, Pa. for Pilgrimage
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Of the less than 10
permanent residents of
Centralia today, none
are parishioners. Two
years ago he buried the
last resident in town who
was a member of the
parish. The others likely
attended one of the
six churches that were
razed.
“Last November His
Beatitude
MajorArchbishop
Sviatoslav
Shevchuk visited here,”
Father
Hutsko
said,
explaining then and now
that the church remains
here “because there
was a commitment from
our bishop to keep our
church open for as long
as the people continued
to come and support
it. For better than 20
years after the relocation
efforts our parishioners
have remained extremely
faithful,” he emphasized.
“The families that were
dispersed can still find a
place they can call home
spiritually and socially.”
Father Hutsko, who is
also pastor of Saints
Peter & Paul Ukrainian
Catholic
Church
in
Mount Carmel, shared
that when Patriarch
Sviatoslav also asked
why this church was able
to stay when everyone
else was forced to move?

Father Hutsko told him,
“The Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania sent people
in to bore holes to see if
there was coal beneath
the property that would
eventually ignite and
cause the destruction of
the property. But they
found the entire property
was sitting on solid rock.”
“That struck him as
something
moving,”
Father Hutsko said. The
patriarch
immediately
referred to Peter as
the rock on which the
Church was built and
that through him this
church standing on the
rock continues to serve
the needs of the people.

Blessing water at the Pilgrimage
faith to experience this
holiness, sanctity and
serenity as pilgrims to
this holy place on the
mountain.

It was a providential sign
of the Church universal
being built on solid
rock, and surely others
an echo of Matthew
7:24-25 too. When the
church was built on then
unbeknownst solid rock
in 1912 God already
knew it over a century
later would be a witness
and symbol.

“We talked about the
number of vocations
from
the
parish,
both diocesan
and
international,”
Father
Hutsko also said. From
this small parish there
came four priests and
three sisters. “One was
a Franciscan friar who
served the indigenous
people in Argentina
and founded a Catholic
community there.”

Holy Ground
On the grounds, then
inside the lovely white
church with its three blue
onion domes, Patriarch
Sviatoslav felt a sense of
true holiness permeating
the
entire
church
property. Because of that,
he desired all people of

He was referring to the
late Franciscan Father
Theodore Wenick. “Our
patriarch was well aware
of his name. People
in Argentina have his
picture hanging in their
homes and are praying
to him and asking him
to intercede with God
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for their needs.”
The reasons kept piling
up as to this being a
special parish. Father
Hutsko ticked them off:
“The fact it still exists, the
fact it is built on rock, the
fact it provided vocations
not just to serve the
Church
locally
but
worldwide” were enough
for the patriarch of the
entire Ukrainian Catholic
Church to proclaim this
a holy place that needs
to be a pilgrimage place
for people.
With the support of
Metropolitan-Archbishop
Soroka,
Patriarch
Sviatoslav designated the
Church of the Assumption
in Centralia a holy place
of pilgrimage.
This First Pilgrimage
and More
(continued on next page)

Hundreds Flock to Abandoned Town of Centralia, Pa. for Pilgrimage
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On Sunday, August 28,
under bright blue sunny
skies on a summer
afternoon, the hope
of Patriarch Sviatoslav
became a reality as over
300 faithful journeyed to
the church on the hill for
a afternoon of prayer
and reflection on the
Feast of the Dormition
of the Most Holy Mother
of God on the Julian
calendar.
Pilgrims parked their
vehicles in the empty street
grid at the intersection of
Routes 61 and 42 and
Fr. Wasyl Kharuk offers the homily on
hopped on shuttle buses
to the church grounds,
located just north of the
venerated the Icon of appeared with a host of
boundary of the Borough
angels, and when she
Our Lady of Pochaiv.
of Centralia.
spread her white mantle
The church is home to an over the monastery, the
Throughout the day,
18th century replica of Turks’ arrows bounced
the pilgrims, responding
the original icon of Our back on the attackers
to the theme “Call to
Lady of Pochaiv “that is who were confused, then
Prayer Beseeching God’s
a very precious part of thoroughly routed.
Mercy — Praying for the
our heritage,” Father
Intercession of the Mother
Since this church has
Hutsko explained.
of God,” participated
also been designated a
in the Divine Liturgy,
The
wonder-working Holy Door for this Year
prayed the Living Rosary,
icon of Our Lady of of Mercy, the pilgrims
walked in a candlelight
Pochaiv
goes
back entering through this
procession, prayed the
centuries. Among the Mercy Door received
Moleben to the Mother
many miracles, in 1675 special graces during
of God, witnessed the
a monastery where the pilgrimage.
Blessing of and received
people of Pochaiv had
the Holy Water for the
assembled because the International Interest
Jubilee Year, received
place was being invaded With this year being the
forgiveness
through
by Turks prayed to Our 30th anniversary of the
the holy mystery of
Lady and Venerable Job disaster at Chernobyl
confession,
received
which
Priayt,
of Pochaiv for help and after
anointing for the healing
Ukraine,
the
closest
protection. Our Lady
of soul and body, and
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August 28, 2016.
inhabited town to that
nuclear plant, had to
be abandoned, people
in Ukraine had heard
about this man-made
disaster caused by the
mine fire in Centralia.
Three television stations
from Ukraine sent crews
to Centralia to film
extended stories how
and why the Ukrainian
Catholic
Church
remained in Centralia,
“and why and how it
continues to serve the
people even though they
have been relocated,
while in Ukraine there
was a complete loss of
community. They thought
(continued on next page)

Hundreds Flock to Abandoned Town of Centralia, Pa. for Pilgrimage
(continued from previous page)

solid rock,” Archbishop
Soroka told a standingroom-only crowd that
poured out onto the
lawn. “This church speaks
“Our
church
here loudly to their rock of
continues to provide faith.”
a home for the former
parishioners
and "The rock gave stability
provide for their needs for the Church to
spiritually and socially,” continue, but not only
he explained. “The hand that, the rock of faith
of God is very evident of the people, the early
in what has happened founders and everyone
and continues to happen since. They are people
with the parish and the of strong faith.”
church.”
Archbishop Soroka said
Exactly five years ago on the parish’s ability to
August 28, celebrating overcome adversity —
the 100th anniversary of most notably the 54-yearthe founding of the parish old underground mine
in 1911, Archbishop fire that forced all but
Soroka told the people, a half-dozen residents
“This church is standing from their homes in the
after 100 years, despite borough to neighboring
the mine fire and the communities — made it
town leaving, to deliver an ideal destination to
a message to the world: hold what will become
We are to be like your an annual pilgrimage
namesake, the Mother of for members of the
God, to be servants to archeparchy.
others."
Living Rosary
Archbishop
Soroka A collection of tents
likened Assumption of scattered across the
the Blessed Virgin Mary church’s lawn drew most
Ukrainian
Catholic of the pilgrims, who
Church to a well-known sought to stay cool in
gospel parable during a heavy humidity. In one
celebration of a Moleben tent, the Rev. John A.
to the Mother of God Szada, Jr., chaplain of
in the church Sunday the Carmelite Monastery,
Elysburg, spoke to a
afternoon.
crowd on standing up
“This church was built on for their Catholic beliefs
it was quite a gift from
God that we were able
to continue to do this,”
Father Hutsko said.
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Procession
in front of a jeweled 18th What were the hopes for
century copy of the Icon this first pilgrimage and
of Our Lady of Pochaiv. the church?
“What I’m looking
Szada then drew the forward to the most is
pilgrims together for the sense of awe and
a Living Rosary. Each appreciation to how God
pilgrim took hold of a acts in our lives. When
thick braid of ribbons people come together
that formed a large loop. and gather in prayer, in
One by one as Szada particular in a place like
moved slowly around the this,” Archbishop Soroka
circle, the pilgrims took said just before the Divine
a turn saying a prayer, Liturgy, at which he was
with the other pilgrims the main celebrant.
responding in a chant.
In noting that the church
One of the greatest was 105 years old,
messages
attendees Archbishop Soroka said
could glean from the “All those generations
pilgrimage would come came here to celebrate
not from his words, but the Lord, worshiping
from the town itself, together and be brothers
Szada said.
and sisters to one another
amid the challenges of
“You have a parish in a daily life. And it’s still
town that has died and a vibrant.”
faith community that has
lived on,” he said. “That’s “One reporter wrote
a sign of our times.”
in an article that it’s a
Simple High Hopes

(continued on next page)
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strange thing to see this
happening in a ghost
town today, a pilgrimage.
It’s good when you look
at it. God acts in ways
that may come across
to us as strange. But
there is a purpose to
that. We may not always
understand it. And this
church was built on solid
rock. There’s no mine fire
under this. I admire the
foresight of the builders.
And you have to ascend
the hill to the church, as
you would ascend to
the Lord, in the same
way our Blessed Mother,
Dormition
of
God,
ascending to Heaven. All
of that comes together
so beautifully today,”
Archbishop Soroka said.

is those that come will
experience a sense of
holiness, experience the
presence of God and
spend time in prayer
for whatever needs they
may have from God,
and somehow they are
touched by the presence
of God and our Blessed
Mother.”
He
admired
the
parishioners’
great
efforts preparing for this
pilgrimage day. “They
lost their homes, their
town, and the possibility
of the loss their parish.”
No surprise “it means
the world to them.”

Metropolitan Stefan poses for a picture with
the Knights of Columbus.
God, still celebrating His
presence, gives people a
reason to hope," Father
Hutsko said.
And it wouldn’t be
a surprise to see the
Blessed Virgin Mary
spreading her white
mantle over this solid-asa-rock church honoring
her.

"The fact that this church
stands on the mountain
above Centralia, a town
Father Hutsko put it that was devastated,
this way. “Our hope is still ringing its bells, still
very simple. Our hope proclaiming the glory of

(compiled from stories
written by Stephen J.
Pytak, RepublicanHerald,
Joe Pronechen, National
Catholic Register, and
Sarah DeSantis, The
News-Item.)
Photos: George Ann
Novak-Katchick

“Confront the Deficit” Donations for July & August 2016
Gift Amount
$1 - 49
Gayle Yanoshak Miles
Julia Soroko
$50 - 99
George & Zoriana
Stawnychy
League of Ukrainian
Catholics (In memory
of Rev. Joseph Szupa)

$100 - 199
Reverend D. George
Worschak

Archimandrite Joseph
Lee - Holy Cross
Ukrainian Monastery

$1000+
Very Rev. Archpriest
David Clooney

Roman & Maria Mykyta
(In memory of Rev.
Joseph Szupa)

$500 - 999
St. Nicholas Ukrainian
Catholic Church –
Berwick, PA

Our heartfelt gratitude
is offered to all who
have generously
responded to date.

$200 - 499
Rev. Deacon Michael
Waak

Msgr. John Squiller

Ukrainian Catholic
Archeparchy of
Philadelphia
827 N. Franklin St.
Philadelphia, PA 19123

Knights of ColumbusDelaware Valley Board
of District Deputes

Marta Zahalak
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FEAST OF THE EXALTATION
OF THE HOLY CROSS
SEPTEMBER 14, 2016
The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross originated in
Jerusalem in 355 to commemorate the dedication of the Basilica
of the Resurrection. When the true cross of Jesus was found shortly
afterwards, this event was commemorated on the same day. In time,
the Feast of the Exaltation sup-planted the Feast of the Dedication.
In 395, St. John Chrysostom wrote of the three crosses which were
dis-covered beneath Golgotha by Empress Helena. Many other
writers speak of miracles which occurred through contact with
the true cross. It was through one of these miracles that the true
cross was recognized by St. Helena and St. Macarius, Bishop of
Jerusalem.
The Holy Cross was kept in the Basilica of the Resurrection in Jerusalem until 614, when the Persians
conquered the city and burned the church. In 628, Emperor Heraclius III defeated the Persians and returned
the Holy Cross to Jerusalem. A portion of the cross was taken to Rome in the seventh century by Sergius
I, a Pope of Byzantine origin.
Icons of the Feast usually portray St. Macarius in the center of the Icon, elevating the Holy Cross and
showing it to the people. This elevation or uplifting of the Cross shows its prominence as the sign of victory.
Hence the name "Exaltation" or "Elevation of the Holy Cross." St. Constantine the Emperor, and St. Helena,
his mother, are frequently shown, although some icons depict only St. Helena. Gathered about the Cross
with St. Macarius and St. Helena are bishops, priests, and hymnographers. With them, too, we are joined
in oneness of mind and purpose as we sing: "We bow to Your cross, O Lord, and we praise Your holy
resurrection.
"TROPARION — Save Your people, O Lord, and bless Your inheritance; grant victory to Your Church over
its enemies and protect Your people by Your cross.
God-with-us Series Icon # 21

Funeral rites for Bishop Richard Seminack - Chicago
Thursday,
2016

25

August August 22, a parastas
was celebrated for the
hierarch who had died
It is usual that funeral rites August 16. Gathered
span several days. The at the Cathedral of St
funeral for His Grace, Nicholas in Chicago,
Bishop Richard Seminack Illinois
were
family,
was not exceptional in friends,
parishioners
this regard.
and clergy who came
together to offer their
On the evening of prayers expressing the
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belief in the resurrection
of faithful followers of
Jesus Christ and the
Gospel He gave us as a
legacy and testimony of
faith.

served for thirteen years.
Under the leadership
of His Eminence, Stefan
(Soroka) MetropolitanArchbishop
of
Philadelphia,
assisted
by His Grace Bohdan
During the afternoon, the (Danylo) Eparch of the
mortal remains of Bishop Eparchy of St Josaphat
Richard lie in repose in
the cathedral which he (continued on next page)

Funeral rites for Bishop Richard Seminack - Chicago
(continued from previous page)

in Parma (Ohio) and His
Grace John (Kudrick),
eparch
emeritus
of
the Byzantine Catholic
Eparchy of Parma, forty
clerics—deacons
and
priests—flanked the bier
upon which the bocy
of Bishop Richard lie.
Most of the priests and
deacons were from St
Nicholas Eparchy. Local
clergy were present, as
well as those who had
to travel by automobile,
train or airplane to be
able to perform the work
of mercy to bury the
dead. In addition several
priests
from
nearby
Ukrainian
Orthodox
Funeral rites for Bishop Richard Seminack - Chicago
parishes joined in the
concelebrated service for
the deceased hierarch.
Monastery in St Nazianz, Holy Gospel was read.
at St Mary’s Cemetery,
Wisconsin, surrounded
Elkins Park, Pennsylvania
On the morning of the the Holy Table. Clergy A slight departure from to await the secondnext day the Divine of the administration the multi-day procedure coming of Jesus Christ.
Liturgy was celebrated of St Nicholas also was interjected. The
at the cathedral. Once concelebrated.
hearse transported the
again
Metropolitan
coffin to the airport for
Stefan was joined by Condolence messages a flight to Philadelphia, Adapted from an article
other hierarchs. Bishop were read from His Pennsylvania,
where on
http://news.ugcc.
Bohdan was present as Holiness, Francis, Pope the concluding prayers ua/en/news/funeral_
well as representatives of Rome, and His were offered for Bishop rites_for_bishop_richard_
of
other
Churches: Beatitude
Sviatoslav Richard at the Ukrainian seminack_77350.html
His Excellency, Bishop (Shevchuk) Father and Catholic Cathedral of the
Thomas Paprocki of the Head of the Ukrainian Immaculate Conception,
(Latin) Catholic diocese Greek Catholic Church. on August 26. Bishop
of Springfield, Illinois;
Concluding the liturgy, Richard’s request to be
Maronite
Chorbishop a second part of the buried in his family plot
Sharbel Maroun, of funeral
service
was was honored. Here,
Minneapolis, Minnesota; held—and
after
the the
family
gathered
and
Archimandrite Farewell Kiss, the casket with other clergy, other
Nicholas
(Zachariadis) bearing Bishop Richard’s friends to have the
of the Romanian Catholic body led the procession opportunity to inter the
Holy
Resurrection to the narthex as the body of Bishop Richard

SEPTEMBER 11, 2016

8

Funeral Services held for +Bishop Richard Seminack in
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
Philadelphia, PA –
Funeral Services were
held for the late +Bishop
Richard Seminack on
Friday, August 26, 2016
at the Ukrainian Catholic
Cathedral
of
the
Immaculate Conception.
The main celebrant at
the Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy was MetropolitanArchbishop
Stefan
Soroka. Concelebrating
bishops included Bishop
Paul Chomnycky, OSBM,
Stamford Eparchy; Bishop
John Bura, Auxiliary
Bishop,
Philadelphia
Archeparchy;
Bishopemeritus Basil Losten,
Stamford
Eparchy;
Metropolitan-Archbishop
William Skurla, Byzantine
Catholic
Archeparchy
of Pittsburgh; Bishop
Timothy
Senior,
Auxiliary Bishop, Latin
Catholic
Archdiocese
of Philadelphia and
Rector of Saint Charles
Borromeo
Seminary;
Bishop John Michael
Botean,
Romanian
Catholic Eparchy of St
George in Canton; and
Bishop-emeritus Robert
Moskal, Eparchy of St.
Josaphat in Parma,
Ohio.
During
the
Divine
Liturgy, Bishop-emeritus
Moskal delivered the
homily in Ukrainian and
Metropolitan-Archbishop

Funeral rites for Bishop Richard Seminack - Philadelphia
(Photo: Teresa Siwak)
Soroka gave the homily Washington, D.C. and
was ordained a priest
in English.
by the late MetropolitanAmbrose
In his homily, Bishop Archbishop
Moskal described the Senyshyn.
late Bishop Richard as a
loyal son of our Ukrainian Wherever
Father
Greek Catholic Church. Seminack was called, he
His parents brought faithfully served God and
Richard up according to the people of God. He
the rites and traditions was ordained a bishop of
of our Church. At an the St. Nicholas Eparchy
early
age,
Richard in Chicago on June
heard a calling from 4, 2003. Throughout
God to become a priest his priestly life, Bishop
and entered the Minor Richard employed his
Seminary, St. Basil’s in talents in faithful service.
Stamford, Connecticut. It was this personal gift
He then continued his of “loyalty, faithfulness,
study of theology in вірність” that Bishop
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Robert highlighted in
remembering the life and
works of the late Eparch
of Chicago throughout
his homily.
In
MetropolitanArchbishop
Soroka’s
homily he said, “Jesus
called
his
disciples
the salt of the earth;
we heard that in the
Gospel today... Bishop
Richard belonged to the
company of those holy
men and women who we
can describe as the salt
of the earth who did not
(continued on next page)

Funeral Services held for +Bishop Richard Seminack in
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
(continued from previous page)

go flat and did not lose
its flavor. Bishop Richard
kept his zest for living
to the end of life; even
when facing declining
health.
He continued
to persevere in his life
vocation.”
In describing some of
the qualities that made
Bishop Richard the salt of
the earth, Metropolitan
Stefan said, “Bishop
Richard’s life clearly
reveals that he had
a real sense of selfworth. He understood
the importance of his
earthly life, and he lived
under a deep sense of
a meaningful purpose in
life; yet he was fulfilling
God’s divine mission
within
him…Bishop
Richard lived his life with
a sense of mission and
purpose and he quietly
inspired others to do the
same thing.”

Bishop-emeritus Robert Moskal offered the homily in Ukrainian
(Photo: Teresa Siwak)

Metropolitan
Stefan
continued,
“Another
special quality of Bishop
Richard was the way he
handled challenges and
difficulties in life.
He
showed such incredible
strength in handling his
life. He was not one to
want to unnecessarily
burden others with his
(continued on next page)
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Funeral Services held for +Bishop Richard Seminack in
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
(continued from previous page)

own difficulties.
He
was always strong for
others. He reached out
to others and helped
them carry their burdens
and problems. Bishop
Richard was the salt of
the earth in his dealing
with challenges in life
and he demonstrated
to each of us of how to
entrust ourselves to God
and to His ways in good
times and in difficult
times.”
Metropolitan
Stefan
said, “Most important,
was Bishop Richard’s
steadfast faith in God.
He lived and professed
profound faith in and
love of God.”

Very Rev. Archpriest Mykhailo Kuzma read the message of
condolence from His Beatitude Sviatoslav in English.
(Photo: Teresa Siwak)

to learn of the death of
Bishop Richard Steven
Seminack and he asked
me to kindly convey his
heartfelt condolences to
the clergy, religious and
Towards the conclusion laity of the Eparchy of St.
of the Hierarchical Divine Nicholas in Chicago.”
Liturgy, messages of
condolence were read Very Rev. Archpriest
on behalf of His Holiness Mykhailo Kuzma, also
Pope Francis and His from the Chicago Eparchy
Beatitude
Sviatoslav read the message of
Shevchuk, father and condolence from His
head of the Ukrainian Beatitude
Sviatoslav
Catholic Church.
in English.
Patriarch
Sviatoslav wrote, “With a
Very
Rev.
Richard deep sorrow I accepted
Janowicz, administrator news concerning bishop
of the Chicago Eparchy, of Chicago Eparchy
read the letter in English Richard Seminack who
from Cardinal Pietro passed away after a
Parolin, Vatican Secretary long and severe disease.
of
State.
Cardinal The Synod of Bishops of
Parolin wrote, “The Holy the UGCC and I with
Father was saddened
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all people of goodwill
extend our sympathy
and assure you of our
prayers for the newly
departed.”
The funeral services
concluded
with
the

anointing and prayers
of absolution and
a
panakhyda
service.
Interment followed in
St. Mary’s Cemetery in
Elkins Park, PA.
Article by “The Way.”

Interment in St. Mary’s Cemetery in Elkins
Park, PA. (Photo: Rev. D. George Worshak)

Significant Events
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC ARCHEPARCHY
OF PHILADELPHIA
For your information, we are listing the dates of some major upcoming events.
September 18th, 2016

100th + 5 Аnniversary Celebration of Ascension of Our
Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church, Sayre, PA.

September
19th -22nd , 2016

Annual Clergy Retreat, St. Alfonso Retreat Center,
Long Branch, NJ.

October 2nd, 2016

“Mother of Mercy” Annual Archeparchial Pilgrimage
Passing via the “Doors of Mercy” at Holy Trinity Chapel
Order of Saint Basil the Great Monastery, Fox Chase,
PA.

October 2nd, 2016

125th Anniversary Celebrations of Patronage of Mother
of God Ukrainian Catholic Church, McAdoo, PA
Divine Liturgy at 1:00 pm.

October 9th, 2016

100th Anniversary Celebrations of Assumption of
Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Bayonne, NJ; Divine Liturgy at 11:00 am.

October 16th, 2016

Archeparchial Marriage Anniversary Celebration
Divine Liturgy at 11:00 am at Ukrainian Catholic
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia,
PA.

October 30th, 2016

Commemorating Most Rev. Soter Stephen Ortynsky,
OSBM, first Bishop for Eastern Catholics in America.
Vespers and Memorial Prayers at 3:00 pm at Ukrainian
Catholic Cathedral of Immaculate Conception,
Philadelphia, PA
Opening and Blessing of re-located ‘Treasury of Faith’
Ukrainian Catholic Museum in testimony to first
bishop.
(continued on next page)
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Significant Events
(continued from previous page)

November 6th, 2016

Celebrating 95th Anniversary of St. John the Baptist
Ukrainian Catholic Church and 10th Anniversary of
Ukrainian Cultural Center, Whippany, NJ.

November 9, 10, 2016

Archeparchial Clergy Conference, Washington, D.C.
Celebrating 75th Anniversary of Founding of our
St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary.
Conference Program involving academic program
shared with The Catholic University of America.

November 13th, 2016

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy at Ukrainian Catholic
National Shrine of the Holy Family in Washington, D.C.
Celebrating with gratitude the 75th Anniversary of
Saint Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary,
Washington, DC

December 9th, 2016

Feast of Conception of St. Anne. Annual Divine Liturgy
of Thanksgiving for all Benefactors of Ukrainian
Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, 9:00 am at
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception, Philadelphia, PA.

85th Annual Pilgrimage to the Mother of God
Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great
This year's 85th Annual Pilgrimage honoring the Mother of God will be held on Sunday, October 2,
2016 on the grounds of the Motherhouse of the Sisters of Saint Basil the Great in Fox Chase Manor, PA.
The theme of this year's Pilgrimage is "Mother of Mercy."
The day begins with the opportunity for confession starting at 9:00 am. A Divine Liturgy will be
celebrated at 11:00 am by Bishop John Bura and accompanying hierarchy and clergy. The homilist for
the Divine Liturgy and Moleben will be Very Rev. Archpriest Mykhailo Kuzma from the Chicago Eparchy.
Responses at the Divine Liturgy and Moleben will be sung by the choir from St. Josaphat Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Trenton, NJ. Lunch will be available afterwards, featuring traditional Ukrainian food.
The day will conclude with a prayer service (Moleben) at 4:00 pm in the Grotto.
Special prayers and programs for the Year of Mercy proclaimed by Pope Francis I as well as programs
for children and teens!
For further information, please call 215-379-3998 ext. 17 or visit the Sister's website at www.stbasils.
com or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Sisters-of-the-Order-of-St-Basil-the-Great-JenkintownPA-280623061977867/
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Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great
Eighty-fifth Annual Pilgrimage
Sunday, October 2, 2016
“Mother of Mercy”
Celebrating a Year of Mercy as proclaimed by Pope Francis

9 am - 11 am

Mystery of Reconciliation (Confession)

10 am

Holy Trinity Chapel - silent prayer site
Holy Trinity Chapel Doors - designated as a Holy Door During the Year of Mercy

10:30 am
11 am

Rosary
Procession

Mothers in Prayer

Monastery Grounds

Holy Trinity Chapel
From Basilian Spirituality Center

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy (Bilingual)
Faculty House Auditorium
Celebrant:
Most Rev. John Bura
Auxiliary Bishop of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia
Ukrainian Catholic Hierarchy of the United States
Homilist:
Very Rev. Archpriest Mykhailo Kuzma
Eparchy of Chicago
Choir:
St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church, Trenton, NJ
1:30 pm - 5 pm

Food Service
Featuring Ukrainian Cuisine
Special Vocation Presentation
and display - Rev. Paul Makar

Food Court Parking Lot

3 pm – 3:45 pm

Rosary

Shrine: Our Lady of Pochayiv

3:45 pm

Blessing of Religious Articles

4 pm - 5 pm

Moleben (Bilingual)

Special Year of Mercy Blessing and anointing

Celebrant:
Homilist:
Choir:

Ukrainian Bishops and Concelebrating Clergy
Very Rev. Archpriest Mykhailo Kuzma
St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church
Trenton, NJ

5 pm

Mothers in Prayer

Shrine: Our Lady of Pochayiv

Blessing of Cars and Buses

SEPTEMBER 11, 2016
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THE HISTORY OF
CATECHETICAL SUNDAY
Catechetical Sunday has its roots in a 1935 Vatican
publication “On the Better Care and Promotion
of Catechetical Education”, a document that asks
every country to acknowledge the importance of
the Church’s teaching ministry and to honor those
who serve the Christian community as catechists.
Beginning in 1971, the USCCB’s Department
of Education began producing materials to help
parishes celebrate the event at the local level. Now
the Committee of Evangelization and Catechesis
publishes Catechetical Sunday materials each year.
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
has designated the third Sunday in September
as Catechetical Sunday. In the early years of the
twenty-first century educators of the various Eastern
Catholic Churches began to provide posters,
prayers, announcements and other related material
reflective of the distinctive charisms of Eastern
Christians’ faith-experience and expression for
Catechetical Sunday.
Annual themes have been developed to complement the concept of USCCB guidelines, but with a look and
feel in accord with the Eastern Christian spiritual and catechetical tradition. This year’s theme “Communion
with God” focuses on the purpose and goal of catechesis specifically in and through the Divine Liturgy.
CATECHETICAL SUNDAY 2016: COMMUNION WITH GOD
Every Christian receives in Holy Baptism the gift of God's Life, which is lived out most fully in the mysticalliturgical life of the Church.
In the Eastern Christian tradition, the traditional form or method of religious education is liturgical in nature
because its main purpose and aim is to incorporate the individual person ever deeper into the mystical
life of the Church, the Body of Christ. Catechesis, then, is intimately tied to, founded upon, and directed
toward the Liturgy, because it is in the Liturgy that the fullness of Divine Life is revealed and communicated.
CATECHETICAL SUNDAY 2016 POSTER
Catechetical Sunday 2016 Poster is designed to communicate the theme of this year’s Catechetical Sunday.
The icon of the Mystical Supper is depicted at the bottom of the flyer to reveal the truth that Divine Liturgy
is the foundation of our communion with God. The rays which burst forth from the name of God and shine
upon the image of the Mystical Supper tell us that in the Divine Liturgy we encounter God Himself and
become partakers of the Divine Nature.
Catechetical Sunday - September 17-18, 2016
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(continued on next page)

Petitions during the Divine Liturgy for Catechetical Sunday
During the Litany of Fervent Supplication a petition may be added at the beginning of the school year for those under instruction:

DEACON (OR PRIEST): Again we pray that the Lord will enable these students to grow in wisdom, understanding and virtue, for the
glory of His holy name and that He would give them health and long life for the up-building of His holy Church; let us pray to the Lord.
RESPONSE: Lord, have mercy. (3)
If catechists are also present this petition may be also added:

DEACON (OR PRIEST): Again we pray for all our catechists that the Lord our God would send His all-holy Spirit to guide and
strengthen them as they instruct our students, Lord, hear us and have mercy.
RESPONSE: Lord, have mercy. (3)

The Blessing of the Students
After the Prayer behind the Ambo all the students are to go to the front of the church for the following prayer:

DEACON (OR PRIEST): Let us pray to the Lord.
ALL: Lord have mercy.
PRIEST: O Lord, our God and Creator, You have honored us with Your own image, and You taught Your chosen disciples that the fear of
You is the beginning of true wisdom. You revealed Your wisdom to children and taught Your law to Solomon and to all who have
sought You in purity of heart. Open the hearts, the minds, and the lips of these students. Enable them to receive the power of Your law,
and to comprehend the useful things which will be taught them. Help them understand Your perfect will and contribute to the building up
of Your holy Church. Deliver them from every snare of the enemy, preserve them in true faith, and in righteousness and purity all the
days of their lives. May they grow in wisdom and in the observance of Your commandments. May they be revealed as worshippers of
Your name and heirs of Your kingdom.
Bless also their teachers; grant that their words be free from every worldly deceit and vanity, and they always clearly proclaim the
word of Your truth.
For You are our God, the Author of Truth and the Fountain of Wisdom, and to You we render glory: Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
now and always and for ever and ever.
ALL: Amen.
After the final “Amen” students individually approach the priest who sprinkles each with holy water, saying:
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: may you be preserved from all evil and falsehood, In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Commissioning of Catechists
DEACON (OR PRIEST): Let us pray to the Lord.
ALL: Lord have mercy.
PRIEST: O Lord, Jesus Christ our God: You revealed fishermen as wise teachers, and commanded them to make disciples of all nations.
Look upon these catechists, who offer themselves in service to You and Your holy Church. Bless them, enlighten their minds and help
them to proclaim Your word in their daily lives. Let their faith and love radiate throughout our community, so that all who know them
might desire to glorify our Father in heaven. Help them vanquish all fear. Empower them to overcome all fatigue. Fill them with love
for their students, and drive from their classrooms every wile of the devil. Make their lessons be filled with Your wisdom, so that all
who hear them might be saved and come to the knowledge of truth.
For You are the Wisdom of God, O Christ our Lord and we render glory to You, together with Your Father and Your enlightening Spirit,
now and always, and for ever and ever.
ALL: Amen.
After the final “Amen” catechists individually approach the priest who sprinkles each with holy water, saying:

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: may you be preserved from all evil and falsehood, In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
The priest presents each catechist a certificate of commissioning.
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St. John the Baptist Pyrohi Workers
Celebrate Father David Clooney’s Birthday
on August 17, 2016 in Northampton, Pa.

Date:

Sunday, October 16th, 2016

Time:

Doors open at 12:30 PM
First drawing at 2:00 PM

Where:

Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church
315 Fourth Street, West Easton, PA 18042

$10 admission includes first sheet of tickets.
Many prizes valued at $100+! Door prizes and 50/50 raffle!
All ages are welcome!
Refreshments including homemade pierogies, BBQ,
baked goods and more will be available to purchase.
Top prizes include: 55” 4K UHD TV, Xbox One, Apple Watch,
Disney Hopper Passes and more!

www.HolyGhost-Ukrainian-Catholic.org

American Girl Doll Bingo

Christmas Bingo

Doors open at 12 noon

Doors open at 12 noon

Sunday, October 16th

Sunday, September 18th

Early Bird at 1:15pm

Early Bird at 1:15pm

Bingo starts at 1:30pm

Bingo starts at 1:30pm

Admission $25.00

Admission $25.00

*All Players must purchase an admission ticket

*All Players must purchase an admission ticket

*Advanced ticket holders will be entered in a drawing for
Christmas item .

*Winner receives their choice of doll.

* Special Raffle - Bring non-perishable food or paper
products to get a chance for a special raffle –
one chance per item

*Advanced ticket holders will be entered in a
drawing for an American Girl Accessory .
* Special Raffle - Bring non-perishable food or paper
products to get a chance for a special raffle –
one chance per item

St. Michael’s Church Hall

300 W Oak St , Shenandoah, PA

for tickets or info call 570-462-0809.

St. Michael’s Church Hall

We cannot accept 50 or 100 dollar bill’s

300 W Oak St , Shenandoah, PA

for tickets or info call 570-462-0809.
We cannot accept 50 or 100 dollar bill’s
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UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2016
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

We invite all our married faithful
to join with our MetropolitanArchbishop Stefan Soroka to celebrate their Wedding Anniversaries at a Divine Liturgy in our Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception, Sunday, October 16, 2016 at
11 AM followed by a Banquet in their honor.
Registration Form
Husband’s name

_____________________________________________________________________

Wife’s Name

_____________________________________________________________________

Address

___________________________________________________________________________

Parish _________________________________________
Email ______________________________________

Phone ____________________________

Number of Years Married __________________

Number of Guests ______________________________________________________________________
Deadline for Registration October 1, 2016
Cost: $50.00 per Anniversary Couple $30.00 per guest
Mail to: Office for Evangelization 827 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 19123
Make checks payable to: Archeparchy of Philadelphia
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Ss. CYRIL AND
METHODIUS UKRAINIAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH,
OLYPHANT, PA
6th Annual
“RUMMAGE SALE”

STS. PETER & PAUL UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
301 FAIRVIEW ST. PHOENIXVILLE, PA

UKRAINIAN
DAY FESTIVAL
SEPTEMBER 17, 2016
11AM – 5PM

St. Cyril’s Grade School
133 River Street, Olyphant, PA
Time: Friday-23th, Saturday-24th. 8:00 a.m6:00 p.m.; Sunday-25th at 8:00 a.m. - 2:00
p.m.
with Raffle and refreshments every day!!

Ukrainian Food - Cash Raffle - Baked Goods
Entertainment - Childrens’ Corner - Baskets Raffle
Flea Market - Vendors - Exhibit - Church Tour

SEPTEMBER 23th 24th 25th 2016
Contact Lauren Telep at 570-383-0319 or
Rev. Nestor Iwasiw 570-489-2271. http://
stcyrils.weconnect.com Free parking across
the Street from St. Cyril’s Church on River
Street (one-way street), Olyphant.

PHOTO: First Row: Left to right: Barbara
Krenitsky, Julie Harris, Myron Krenitsky, Pete
Kresnitsky, Marlene Zelno, and Lauren Telep,
Chairman, 2nd Row, left to right Marie
Martin, Jack Martin, Cheryl Matuszewski, Ken
Kosakevitch, John Sember, 3rd Row, Left to
Right: Rose Sember, Maryann Turko, Dorothy
Zinsky, and Last Row: Rev. Nestor Iwasiw,
Pastor and Jimmy Matuszewski.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact: Kelly Peiffer
Associate Director of Marketing Communications
kpeiffer@manor.edu
2158852360 ext. 237

Manor College Welcomes New and Returning Students to Campus
JENKINTOWN, PA Manor College hosted over 300 students and parents, on Thursday, September 1.
The day consisted of presentations and discussions by various faculty and staff members, a resource fair,
and other activities pertaining to the students’ majors.  A presentation was also made by the Women’s
Center of Montgomery County about Sexual Assault and Violence education. Parents had a separate
orientation that entailed presentations by different staff members including the Athletic Director, Vice
President of Academic Affairs, and more.  The energy and enthusiasm of the entire campus was evident
throughout the day.
Alison Mootz, Director of Student Engagement at Manor College said, “New Student Orientation is our
chance to really show the new students and parents what Manor College has to offer. Students get to form
a deeper connection with staff and faculty while also meeting fellow students who are just as nervous and
excited as they are. It is a great way to kickoff to the school year and this year's Orientation was no
exception with over 300 students and guests enjoying the day's program!
Rosemary Lopez, a freshman prenursing major from Philadelphia, PA, stated that she “chose Manor after
it caught her attention”.  She added that she “likes the fact that Manor will help her transfer after 2 years,
and get her closer to becoming a nurse.”
Yasmeen Shepherd, a freshman Early Education major from Hatboro, PA, said, “I’m ready to experience
college and leave home.”  She also stated that she was “eager to start classes.”
Move In Day for Freshman took place on  August 31 and September 2 for Sophomores.  The Manor
College community is excited to begin this new school year.  Classes for the the 2016 fall semester will
begin on Tuesday, September 6.
###
About Manor College:
Located in suburban Philadelphia, Manor College is a private college offering more than 38 associate's
degree programs in Allied Health, Science and Math; Business, Technology and Legal Studies; and
Liberal Arts to traditional and adult students.  Manor College provides its students with excellent
academic and transformative opportunities that instill the importance of lifelong learning.  More
information at www.manor.edu

(continued on next page)
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you belong here…

Saint Basil Academy Open House
E
/S
t
D
ntrancE

cholarShip

ESt

October 29, 2016 & November 5, 2016

atES

12-3pm

October 9, 2016

711 Fox Chase Road, Jenkintown, PA 19046 • 215.885.3771 • www.stbasilacademy.org • admissions@stbasilacademy.org

SAINT BASIL ACADEMY is pleased to announce important
SBA Dates to remember for 2016:
SBA Open House - Register Online
https://www.stbasilacademy.org/admissions/
Sunday, October 9, 2016
12:00-3:00PM
Entrance/Scholarship Exam –
Register Online https://www.stbasilacademy.org/admissions/application-test-registration/
Saturday, October 29th at 8:30AM
Saturday, November 5th at 8:30AM
To schedule a Shadow Day Visit or for more information, please contact Mrs. Kimberley Clearkin,
Director of Admissions
(215) 885-3771 ext 125; kclearkin@stbasilacademy.org

Come and see for yourself all that SBA has to offer!
You belong here…
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Works of Mercy in the USA: The Ukrainian Catholic Laity,
Monastics, and Clergy until 1916
Tuesday, September 27, 2016
6:30 - 8:30 PM
Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak
Fee: $20
710 Fox Chase Rd, Jenkintown, PA 19046
In the Year of Mercy we are called to renew our commitment to Corporal and Spiritual works of mercy.
This renewal calls to mind the question: How did our forbearers live their evangelical commitment? This
talk will explore the historical witness that has been given in perpetuity by that "cloud of witnesses" within
the Ukrainian Catholic Church. We will explore the life of the believers using the works of mercy as our
guideline. This church settled in the United States in the 1870s. How was the United States enriched and
how was the faith proclaimed by those blessed few who answered the call to see Christ in their neighbor?
Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak's maternal grandmother was born in Olyphant, Pennsylvania in 1898 but he is an
immigrant born of Ukrainian parents from Lemkivschyna. He serves as a priest in the Eparchy of Stamford
(CT) in Kerhonkson and Hunter, NY . His interest in Church history has born fruit in several publications and
the latest of these is "Bishop Soter Stephen Ortynsky and the Genesis of the Eastern Catholic Churches in
America." He is a retired chaplain of the United States Air Force Reserve.

Year of Mercy Article for September 25:
Lazarus Among Us - by Mr. Peter Yaremko
Who is the Lazarus among us?
Our newest saint, Mother Teresa, recognized him in alleys and gutters:
“The outcasts, those who are rejected, the unloved, prisoners, alcoholics, the dying, those who are alone
and abandoned, the marginalized, the untouchables and lepers, those in doubt and confusion, those who
have not been touched by the light of Christ, those starving for the word and peace of God, sad and
afflicted souls.”
Like Lazarus in the parable, the poor thirst for water. But the new Lazarus, St. Teresa reminds us, also
thirsts “for peace, truth and justice. The poor are naked and need clothing, but also need human dignity
and compassion for those who sin. The poor have no shelter and need shelters made of bricks, but also
need a joyful heart, compassionate and full of love. They are sick and need medical attention, but also a
helping hand and welcoming smile.”
In other words, the Lazarus among us needs not only God’s mercy, but ours as well.
The psalmist knew this in his darkest hour when he sang, “Your mercy is better than life itself.” (Psalm 62)
And St. Augustine, too, confessed, “On your exceedingly great mercy, and on that alone, rests all my
hope.”
Our prayer today: Jesus, help us always be wholehearted in showing mercy to the needy among us, just
as you shower us with the full measure of your love.
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Children's Bible Camp - Perth Amboy, NJ
This year’s Children's
Bible Camp held at the
Assumption parish in
Perth Amboy, NJ was
a huge success. We
had 22 children (2nd
-5th grades) join us
for two amazing days.
The children played
games, made crafts,
heard stories, ate some
delicious snacks!
The first day was a day
filled to the brim with
fun. It started out at
our church hall where
children offered prayer
to Almighty God. Then
a day was filled with
variety of fun activities
that included a visit to
St. Michael Archangel in
our church after an art
project about angels.
Continuing on the lesson
about angels was a
snack of strawberries,
whipped cream and
"angel food" cake.

Learning about Angels.

A craft project with
butterflies was created
during the discussion on
the beauty of creation.
The children learned how
to create their designs
by watching their pastor
create his craft project.

(continued on next page)
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Children's Bible Camp - Perth Amboy, NJ
(continued from previous page)

Throughout the second
day of camp the children
took part in many
different fun activities like
playing in the bounce
house and participating
in "Leaping for the Lord"
potato sack races. In
addition to activities
children listened to stories
and heard teaching that
all clearly spoke to the
power of the Gospel!
The campers also worked
on "Abraham mobile"
and
"Baby
Moses"
projects and composed
their own version of a
"Genesis Mural”. For
lunch campers ate a
delicious
barbeque
prepared by their pastor
Fr. Ivan at the church
rectory.

Sr. Yosaphata, MSMG, teaches the children.

There were lots of
amazing projects and
lots of new friendships
made. Thank you to
everyone who worked so
hard to make it happen.
We hope to see you next
year at Summer Blast!

"Leaping for the Lord" potato sack races.
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St. Stephen Church, Toms River, NJ, Welcomes New Pastor
On August 21, 2016, following the 10:30 AM Ukrainian
liturgy, over one-hundred and thirty (130) enthusiastic
parishioners and guests of St. Stephen Ukrainian Catholic
Church, 1344 White Oak Bottom Road, Toms River, New
Jersey, 08755, welcomed Rev. Volodymyr Popyk as the new
parish Pastor and Spiritual Director.
Father Popyk and his spouse, Natalia, were greeted in a
decorated Church Hall filled with a variety of food and
refreshments to a standing ovation. Following an opening
address by spokesperson, Gerry Tchir, Father Popyk
acknowledged “the sincere and immense love parishioners
have for the St. Stephen Church, and that Almighty God
granted us the opportunity to go forward together on a
journey toward an enriching spiritual parish life. Together
as a unified Christian family, we have one (1) common goal,
namely to glorify God in our beautiful Church, built by the
parishioners, and to beautify the Church with our presence
and Church services. I have great faith, that with love and
respect for one another, we will fulfill that which Christ wants.
Our sincere prayers and good deeds will bring joy and pride
to our parish. With sincere work and brotherly love, we can
earn a good reputation and glory among others who know
Father Popyk and his spouse, Natalia us and want to join us.”
Before Blessing of the food and joining the parish celebration, Father Popyk concluded his remarks with, “I
welcome everyone to work together to enrich our St. Stephen Church, and I will always gladly share with
you your joys and sorrows. May the Lord and Blessed Mother Bless and guide us, and may God Bless
you.”
For more information, please contact Rev. Volodymyr Popyk, Pastor, St. Stephen Ukrainian Catholic Church,
1344 White Oak Bottom Road, Toms River, NJ, 07755.
Rectory Phone: 732-505-6053 Fax: 732-505-6295
Pastor Cell: 609-372-7161
Pastor E-Mail: rev.volodymyr@gmail.com
Web Site: ststephenchurch.us
Order Pyrohy Phone: 732-505-6393
Liturgies:
Saturday: 5:00 PM, Sundays @ 9:00 AM-English, 10:30 AM-Ukrainian.
Coffee Hour after 10:30 Ukrainian Liturgy.
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Ukrainian Festival in Reading PA
On August 20 the Nativity of
the BVM church in Reading PA
held their first Ukrainian festival!
It was a wonderful celebration
of the 25th anniversary of
Ukrainian
Independence,
Ukrainian culture and heritage!
The crowd was entertained
by the talented dancers and
songstress from the Nadiya
Dance School from New Jersey
and by the masterful DJ'S who
played music that appealed to
everyone. Games and a basket
raffle provided fun prizes for all
ages, while vendors displayed
and sold beautiful Ukrainian
items. And of course it would not
have been a true festival without
delicious food! Pyrohy, holubtsi,
halushki, potato pancakes and
more were enjoyed by all! The
Reading parish thanks everyone
who worked on, participated in
and attended their first of many
future festivals! They are looking
forward to next year!

Lancaster Parish Celebrates Ukrainian Independence Day
St. Andrew the Apostle parish
in Lancaster PA celebrated
Ukrainian
Independence
on Sunday, August 28th.
The Divine Liturgy prayers
were for the intention of the
Ukrainian nation around the
world. After the Liturgy the
parishioners, who looked
very festive in their Ukrainian
outfits, held a picnic where
they enjoyed lots of good
food and great fellowship!
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“Vacation with God: Embroidery for Jesus Christ.”
Summer Camp for Children
On August 15-19, 2016, a
Summer Camp for Children
“Vacation with God: Embroidery
for Jesus Christ” was held at the
Basilian Spirituality Center in
Jenkintown, PA. The camp was
organized and sponsored by the
Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil
the Great and the St. Sophia
Religious Association of Ukrainian
Catholics, Inc. 22 children aged
6-12 from various parts of
Pennsylvania participated in the
event.
The theme of the camp
corresponded to the Year of
Mercy and the World Day of Youth
which took place on July 25-31 in
Cracow, Poland. The organizers
sought to pass on both aspects of
Ukrainian spirituality and cultural
tradition. During this “Year of
Mercy” the children weaved into
their design the aspects of mercy
– love, forgiveness, compassion,
sacrifice and justice. The day
included catechesis, songs, crafts,
embroidery and fun. The moleben
was celebrated by Rev. Myron
Myroniuk and the Divine Liturgy
by Very Rev. Msgr. Peter Waslo.
This first mutual collaborative
effort of the Sisters of St. Basil
the Great and the St. Sophia
Association brought together the
spiritual and cultural aspects to
the Ukrainian children and youth
in the USA.
- St. Sophia Association Press
Bureau
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September 11, 2001:
A Dark Day in the History of Humanity
A PRAYER FOR HEALING AND CONSOLATION
Let us remember this day with somberness for the loss, but also
with admiration for the heroic virtue of many who came to the
need of those afflicted by this tragic, sudden, and unexpected
act of terror, who even offered their lives in seeking to bring
aid. May we always remain one nation under God and may
the Holy Spirit of God protect us from all evil. May we, without
prejudice, love and respect all people, but at the same time
fulfill our responsibility to all citizens, law-abiding and of good
will, to safeguard their well-being and safety.
May we be
healed from the injuries of the past and may God through us
continue to offer consolation to the many for their tragic loss.

Homily for the Canonization of Mother Teresa
for
Volunteers
and
Workers of Mercy, Pope
(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis offered St Teresa
Francis
on
Sunday of Calcutta as a “model
celebrated the Rite of of holiness.”
Canonization for Mother
Teresa of Calcutta, at a Below, please find
Solemn Mass offered in the full text of Pope
Francis’
prepared
St Peter’s Square.
homily for the Mass
During
his
homily, for the Canonization
the Holy Father said, of St Teresa of
“Mother Teresa, in all Calcutta:
aspects of her life, was
a generous dispenser Homily of His Holiness
of divine mercy, making Pope Francis
herself available for Holy Mass and Rite of
everyone through her Canonization of Blessed
Teresa
of
welcome and defence of Mother
human life, those unborn Calcutta
and those abandoned Saint Peter’s Square, 4
September 2016
and discarded.”
04/09/2016

9:13). This question from
the Book of Wisdom that
we have just heard in the
first reading suggests that
our life is a mystery and
that we do not possess
the key to understanding
it. There are always two
protagonists in history:
God and man.
Our
task is to perceive the
call of God and then to
do his will. But in order
to do his will, we must
ask ourselves, “What is
God’s will in my life?”

We find the answer in
the same passage of
the Book of Wisdom:
“People were taught
what
pleases
you”
(Wis 9:18). In order to
To the many volunteers “Who can learn the ascertain the call of God,
in Rome for the Jubilee counsel of God?” (Wis we must ask ourselves
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and understand what
pleases God. On many
occasions the prophets
proclaimed what was
pleasing to God. Their
message
found
a
wonderful synthesis in the
words “I want mercy, not
sacrifice” (Hos 6:6; Mt
9:13). God is pleased
by every act of mercy,
because in the brother
or sister that we assist,
we recognize the face of
God which no one can
see (cf. Jn 1:18). Each
time we bend down to
the needs of our brothers
and sisters, we give Jesus
something to eat and
drink; we clothe, we help,
and we visit the Son of
God (cf. Mt 25:40).
(continued on next page)

Homily for the Canonization of Mother Teresa
(continued from previous page)

We are thus called to
translate into concrete
acts that which we
invoke in prayer and
profess in faith. There is
no alternative to charity:
those who put themselves
at the service of others,
even when they don’t
know it, are those who
love God (cf. 1 Jn 3:1618; Jas 2:14-18). The
Christian life, however,
is not merely extending
a hand in times of need.
If it is just this, it can
be, certainly, a lovely
expression of human
solidarity which offers
immediate benefits, but it
is sterile because it lacks
roots. The task which
the Lord gives us, on the
contrary, is the vocation
to charity in which each
of Christ’s disciples puts
his or her entire life at his
service, so to grow each
day in love.
We heard in the Gospel,
“Large crowds were
travelling with Jesus”
(Lk 14:25). Today, this
“large crowd” is seen
in the great number of
volunteers who have
come together for the
Jubilee of Mercy. You
are that crowd who
follows the Master and
who makes visible his
concrete love for each
person.
I repeat to
you the words of the
Apostle Paul: “I have

indeed received much
joy and comfort from
your love, because the
hearts of the saints have
been refreshed through
you” (Philem 1:7). How
many hearts have been
comforted by volunteers!
How many hands they
have held; how many
tears they have wiped
away; how much love
has been poured out
in hidden, humble and
The tapestry depicting Mother Teresa
selfless
service!
This
displayed on the facade of St Peter's
praiseworthy
service
Basilica - REUTERS
gives voice to the faith
and expresses the mercy live as though God did and those abandoned
of the Father, who draws not exist, before young and discarded. She was
near to those in need.
people without values or committed to defending
ceaselessly
ideals, before families in life,
Following Jesus is a crisis, before the ill and proclaiming that “the
serious task, and, at the imprisoned, before unborn are the weakest,
the same time, one refugees and immigrants, the smallest, the most
filled with joy; it takes before the weak and vulnerable”. She bowed
a certain daring and defenceless in body and down before those who
courage to recognize spirit, before abandoned were spent, left to die
the divine Master in the children,
before
the on the side of the road,
poorest of the poor and elderly who are on their seeing in them their
to give oneself in their own. Wherever someone God-given dignity; she
service. In order to do is reaching out, asking for made her voice heard
so, volunteers, who out a helping hand in order before the powers of this
of love of Jesus serve the to get up, this is where world, so that they might
poor and the needy, do our presence – and the recognize their guilt for
not expect any thanks or presence of the Church the crime of poverty they
recompense; rather they which sustains and offers created.
For Mother
renounce all this because hope – must be.
Teresa, mercy was the
they have discovered
“salt” which gave flavour
true love. Just as the Mother Teresa, in all to her work, it was the
Lord has come to meet aspects of her life, was “light” which shone in
me and has stooped a generous dispenser the darkness of the many
down to my level in my of divine mercy, making who no longer had tears
hour of need, so too do I herself
available
for to shed for their poverty
go to meet him, bending everyone through her and suffering.
low before those who welcome and defence of
have lost faith or who human life, those unborn (continued on next page)
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Homily for the Canonization of Mother Teresa
(continued from previous page)

Her mission to the
urban and existential
peripheries remains for
us today an eloquent
witness
to
God’s
closeness to the poorest
of the poor. Today, I
pass on this emblematic
figure of womanhood
and of consecrated life
to the whole world of
volunteers: may she be

your model of holiness!
May this tireless worker
of mercy help us to
increasingly understand
that our only criterion for
action is gratuitous love,
free from every ideology
and
all
obligations,
offered freely to everyone
without distinction of
language, culture, race
or religion.
Mother

Teresa loved to say,
“Perhaps I don’t speak
their language, but I can
smile”. Let us carry her
smile in our hearts and
give it to those whom we
meet along our journey,
especially those who
suffer. In this way, we will
open up opportunities
of joy and hope for our
many brothers and sisters

who are discouraged
and who stand in need
of understanding and
tenderness.
http://en.radiovaticana.
va/news/2016/09/04/
homily_for_the_
canonization_of_
mother_teresa_full_
text/1255727

On the Independence Day Ukrainians Prayed for Ukraine
25 August 2016,
At St Sophia Cathedral, the leaders of churches and religious organizations prayed for the Ukrainian state,
peace and prosperity, for God's protection and blessing for the Ukrainian military servicemen.
The prayer for Ukraine was said by Metropolitan Anthony of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA,
representative of the Ecumenical Patriarch Antony, Patriarch Filaret of Kyiv and All Rus-Ukraine, Primate of
the the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Archbishop Sviatoslav (Shevchuk) of Kyiv and Galicia, Primate of the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, Metropolitan Onufry of Kyiv and all Ukraine, Primate of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church, Metropolitan Makariy of Kyiv and all Ukraine, Primate of the Ukrainian Autocephalous
Orthodox Church, Chairman of the all-Ukrainian association of Evangelical Christians-Baptists Valery
Antoniuk, Mufti of the Religious Administration of Muslims of Ukraine Tamim Ahmed and Chief Rabbi of
Kyiv and Ukraine Yaakov Dov Bleich.
The presidential couple lit the candles.
Together with the head of state and his family the
prayer service was attended by Parliament Speaker
Andriy Parubiy, First Deputy Prime Minister - Minister of
Economic Development and Trade of Ukraine Stepan
Kubiv, Foreign Minister of Ukraine Pavlo Klimkin,
Secretary of National Security and Defense Alexander
Turchynov and Kyiv Mayor, Head of Kyiv City State
Administration Vitaliy Klitschko. It was reported by the
official website of the President.
http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/state/national_
religious_question/64304
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Prayer service held at St Sophia Square to remember
Ilovaisk victims
29 August 2016
A prayer service was
held at St.Sophia square
in Kyiv to commemorate
the Ukrainian soldiers
killed near Ilovaisk two
years ago. According to
a UNIAN correspondent,
after the relatives of the
victims spoke, a prayer
service was held for the
health of the living and
for those who died near
Ilovaisk.
Relatives of the victims
also let white balloons
in the sky as a symbol
of peace, hope and
a soul, which flies to
heaven. They wrote on
the balloons the words
that they would like to
convey to the soldiers
who are in the “army of
the Lord.”

“Ilovaisk
tragedy,”
the formation of bills
of indictment and the
submission of cases to
court.

As
Hromadske.ua
has
reported,
the
anniversary
of
the
release of the Ukrainian
military from ilovaisk
According to Interfax- entrapment an exhibition
Ukraine, the event was "Outpost of memory”
attended by about a was organized."
hundred widows and
are
the
mothers of dead soldiers, "These
of
the
fighters of volunteer belongings
deceased
soldiers,
battalions, activists.
some of them was
On August 29 participants picked directly on the
of the action plan to battlefield in Ilovaisk
carry out an action under and near Ilovaisk. Each
the Prosecutor General's sleeve which is exposed Office and hope for a indicates the town, which
meeting with Prosecutor our guys passed leaving
General Yuri Lutsenko to through the so-called
learn about the progress “green corridor,” said
of the investigation of the exhibition organizer
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Pavlo Netyosov.

tragedy” was the invasion
in the territory of Ukraine
In front of St Michael's over 3500 soldiers of the
Cathedral
volunteers regular army of Russia
made a small corridor without declaring war.
of dried sunflowers - as
a reminder of the path According
to
a
during the military out of preliminary report of
the entrapment.
the Interim Investigation
Commission, the tragedy
In late August 2014, near Ilovaysk was a result
after fierce fighting, the of false appointments
soldiers of the ATO in the power block,
forces were surrounded inappropriate actions of
near Ilovaisk, Donetsk Defense Minister Valeriy
region. Ukrainian troops Geletey and Chief of
suffered significant losses. Staff Viktor Muzhenko
According to official the day before, and
data, 366 Ukrainian that the president did
soldiers were killed, 429 not initiate martial law,
wounded, 128 captured according to Ukrainian
and 158 missing.
Pravda.
Military
prosecutor
Anatoly Matios refused
to give specific names
and said that the main
reason
of
“Ilovaisk

http://risu.org.ua/en/
index/all_news/state/
national_religious_
question/64340

Pope Francis receives Facebook CEO in private audience
29/08/2016
(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis met with
Mark Zuckerberg, founder and CEO of
Facebook, and his wife, Priscilla Chan,
on Monday in a private audience in the
Vatican.
A statement released by the Holy See
Press Office said: “They spoke about
how to use communication technologies
to alleviate poverty, encourage a
culture of encounter, and help deliver
a message of hope, especially to those
people who are most disadvantaged.”
http://en.radiovaticana.va/
news/2016/08/29/pope_francis_
receives_facebook_ceo_in_private_
audience/1254340

(Photo) Pope Francis met with the founder and
CEO of Facebook, Mark Zuckerberg (C), and his
wife, Priscilla Chan, at the Casa Santa Marta ANSA
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