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On August 24th, 2016, Ukrainians 
worldwide celebrate the twenty-
fifth anniversary of the declaration 
of independence of Ukraine.  Our 
celebrations ought to be joyful and 
filled with hope.  Our celebrations 
ought to recall the vision of those 
who contributed to the declaration of 
freedoms and nationhood twenty-five 
years ago.  Our celebrations ought 
to rekindle the prosperous nation 
envisioned by Ukrainians and the free 
world on our realizing our nationhood.  
Our celebrations ought to remind us of 
the heroic sacrifices of those who stood 
bravely on the Maidan to ensure the 
recognition of our freedoms against 
those endeavoring to reverse our 
nationhood.  Our celebrations ought to 
celebrate gratitude to the many who today make great sacrifices for the defense of Ukraine against its 
invading oppressors.  It is very important and significant that all Ukrainians boldly celebrate the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the Independence of Ukraine.

Our celebrations ought to be primarily characterized by prayers to almighty God in gratitude for His graces 
poured upon all who foster and defend the independence of Ukraine.  Our Churches and holy temples 
of all faiths ought to be filled with Ukrainians gathered in the strength of united prayer.  Our shared faith 
and prayer is what sustains and fosters our identity as Ukrainians.  Our trust in almighty God enables our 
offering encouragement and hope to our brothers and sisters in Ukraine and elsewhere who particularly 
suffer because of the current invasion of Ukraine.  We surrender ourselves to the Mother of God as we 
beseech her loving and maternal presence and intercession for Ukraine and its people.  We also pray and 
beseech peace for the world and for the people of nations also presently experiencing the devastating 
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effects of war.

Our celebrations ought to also boldly present the rich cultural traditions of Ukraine and Ukrainians throughout 
the world.  The preparation of concerts and various festivities ensure that our rich traditions and culture 
continues to evolve and embrace the hearts of Ukrainians of all ages.  We ought to particularly encourage 
the involvement of the young in all such celebrations so as to plant the seed of appreciation and pride in 
their identity as Ukrainians.  Sharing our rich cultural traditions in song and dance is life-giving to our friends 
and neighbors in our nation where we live.  

The 25th anniversary of Ukraine’s Independence ought to be CELEBRATED with gratitude and hope, 
characterized by sincere and active prayer and sharing our rich cultural traditions in song and dance.  May 
each of us worthily and boldly live our Ukrainian identity on the occasion of this special anniversary and 
every day of our life.    Слава Україні!  

Declaration of Independence of Ukraine 

(Twenty-five years ago) On August 24, 1991, the Verkhovna Rada (Ukraine’s legislative body) established 
Ukraine as an independent, democratic state.

Act of Declaration of Independence of Ukraine:

- In view of the mortal danger surrounding Ukraine in connection with the state coup in the USSR on August 
19, 1991,

- Continuing the thousand-year tradition of state development in Ukraine,

- Proceeding from the right of a nation to self-determination in accordance with the Charter of the United 
Nations and other international legal documents, and

- Implementing the Declaration of State Sovereignty of Ukraine,

the Verkhovna Rada of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic solemnly declares the Independence of 
Ukraine and the creation of an independent Ukrainian state – UKRAINE.

The territory of Ukraine is indivisible and inviolable.

From this day forward, only the Constitution and laws of Ukraine are valid on the territory of Ukraine.

This act becomes effective at the moment of its approval.

http://www.cfr.org/ukraine/declaration-independence-ukraine/p32894
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All Invited to Attend Philadelphia City Hall Ceremonies 
to Celebrate Ukrainian Independence Day, 

Wednesday, August 24 at 12:45 p.m.
 
Philadelphia, Pa.—The Ukrainian-American community of the Greater Philadelphia area will celebrate 
the 25th Anniversary of Ukraine’s independence on Wednesday, August 24, beginning at12:45 PM, in an 
outdoor ceremony on the North Broad Street area of Philadelphia City Hall. 
 
The Most Reverend Metropolitan Archbishop Stefan Soroka, of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia will present the closing address, praying for Ukraine and all who lost their lives defending 
Ukrainian independence and sovereignty. 
 
Philadelphia Mayor Jim Kenney will read and present the official city Ukrainian Independence Day 
proclamation.  He will also be presented with the traditional Ukrainian bread and salt greeting of 
hospitality.
 
The Ukrainian Ambassador to the United States, the Honorable Valeriy Chaly will deliver an address after 
being welcomed to the City of Brotherly Love by Mayor Kenney.
 
During the raising of the Ukrainian flag, Yuliya Stupen will sing the Ukrainian National Anthem.

United States Senator Pat Toomey and Congressmen Mike Fitzpatrick and Brendan Boyle will also extend 
their greetings to the audience.
 
After Metropolitan Soroka’s remarks, children will release helium-filled balloons marking the celebraton.
 
Dr. Zenia Chernyk, president of the Ukrainian Federation of America, which is organizing the event, will 
present words of welcome, after being introduced by Roman Petyk, who will serve as Master of Ceremonies 
for the program.
 
All are welcome and invited to attend the outdoor program. Wear your best vyshyvanka or your national 
dress, bring your children with you, and celebrate Ukrainian Independence at City Hall in Philadelphia.
 
To inform Philadelphians of Ukrainian Independence Day, PECO crown lights on the top of its center city 
building will display HAPPY B-DAY, UKRAINE! on August 23, 24, 25.
 
Additionally, during the month of August, an art exhibit “With LOVE from Ukraine, Sharing our Heritage 
With Philadelphia” will be shown
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This Weekend
August 13-14, 2016: 

Sister Servants of Mary 
Immaculate’s Holy Dormition 
Pilgrimage, Sloatsburg, NY.

DORMITION OF THE MOTHER OF GOD - AUGUST 15, 2016

“It was never heard that the Mother of God would not 
help.”

The Mother of God did not leave us orphans upon 
Her Dormition, Her Assumption into heaven.  The Feast 
celebrates the Mother of God as the Mother of Life.  In 
the Icon the “Mother of Life” is being transferred to life, 
eternal life in heaven.  Upon Her falling asleep Jesus 
took Mary His Mother to Himself.  The word “Dormition” 
comes from the French word “dormire” – to fall asleep.   

Depicted in the Icon are the Apostles surrounding the 
Mother of God.  Behind them is the figure of Christ.  Christ 
holds in His left arm a small child clothed in white garments 
and crowned with a halo.  This represents the luminous 
soul of Mary His Mother at the moment of death.

In heaven the Mother of God intercedes for us who yet 
remain on earth.  Mary helps us to stay on the road 
to salvation.  During Her earthly stay, Mary showed us 
the way to live according to the holy Will of God, our 
Heavenly Father.  As She instructed the servants at the wedding at Cana, so too Mary tells us:  “Do 
whatever He (the Lord) tells you.”
 
May we Christians all seek to become perfect and true disciples of Christ as was the Mother of God.  May 
we live in the hope of attaining eternal life in heaven, where all the saints and just repose.  And may we 
faithfully walk in the footsteps of Christ so as to live with Him in heaven for all eternity.  Amen.    

Grotto
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62nd  ANNUAL  HOLY  DORMITION 
(ASSUMPTION) PILGRIMAGE 

AUGUST 13 – 14, 2016
SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE

ST. MARY ’S VILLA / SLOATSBURG, NY 
Theme: Jesus - the Face of Mercy; Mary - the Mother of Mercy

The Door of St. Mary’s Chapel has been designated an Eparchial Holy
Door of Mercy.  We encourage all pilgrims to walk through the Door, visit

the Chapel and obtain the special blessings of this Jubilee Year of Mercy.
Saturday, August 13

12:00 p.m. Food Available at Pavilion
1:00 p.m. Akathist to the Mother of God - Very Rev. John S. Custer SSL, STD, Rector 

Choir: Cathedral of St. Michael the Archangel in Passaic, NJ
2:00 p.m. Presentations (listed below) 
5:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy – Most. Rev. Peter A. Libasci – Bishop of Manchester Diocese (grotto – English)

Choir: St. Mary’s Byzantine Catholic Church, Hillsborough, NJ
Blessing of Water (front of Villa)

7:15 p.m. Teen/ Young Adult Gathering and Discussion (Pavilion)
7:15 p.m. Activity for children – Youth will also participate in the candlelight procession
8:00 p.m. Moleben to the Mother of God with candlelight procession (grotto – English)

Most Rev. Kurt Burnette – Bishop of Passaic Eparchy - main celebrant / homilist
Panakhyda – St. Mary’s Villa chapel

**No Teen Camp Out **
Sunday, August 14

8:30 a.m.  Materi Molitvy / Mothers in Prayer – Rosary / Singing (St. Mary’s Villa Chapel)
10:30 a.m.  Pontifical Divine Liturgy with procession to the grotto

followed by blessing of flowers
Most Rev. Stefan Soroka, Metropolitan Archbishop of Philadelphia
Most Rev. Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, Bishop of the Eparchy of Stamford
Most Rev. Bohdan Danylo – Bishop of the Eparchy of Parma
Most Rev. John Bura – Auxiliary Bishop of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia– Homilist
Most Rev. Basil Losten, Bishop Emeritus of the Eparchy of Stamford  

Choir: St. Josaphat Church – New Britain, CT
12:00 p.m. Youth Liturgy - Rev. Paul Makar – St. Michael’s Ukrainian Church –Cherry Hill, NJ

main celebrant / homilist (chapel – English)
1:00 p.m.    Activity & Blessing for children/youth (Terrace)
1:30 p.m. Teen/ Young Adult Gathering and Discussion (Terrace)
1:30 p.m. Blessing of the Sick    (St. Mary’s Villa Chapel  & grotto steps)

Blessing of Religious Articles (in front of St. Joseph’s Home) 
2:00 p.m.        Stations of the Cross – Basilian Father
3:00 p.m.        Moleben to the Mother of God (Grotto - Ukrainian)

Most Rev. Bohdan Danylo – main celebrant / homilist
Blessing of cars and buses – Rev. Ivan Tyhovych

Special Video and Exhibits for the Year of Mercy on display in the Gallery

CONFESSION AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE WEEKEND
Presentations in English:

2:00   The Joy of Love: Be the sign of mercy wherever family life exists
– Most Rev. Bishop Peter Libasci  (Bishop   Libasci  has  bi-ritual faculties.)

2:45     The Gospel of Mercy: St. Luke
– Sr. Kathleen Hutsko, SSMI 

Rt. Rev. Mitred Msgr. John Terlecky, Pilgrimage Spiritual Moderator
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Year of Mercy Column 
August 14 : Earth On Fire 

By: Mr. Peter Yaremko

Many people blame religion for bringing strife 
into the world. They point to the Crusades, the 
Inquisition, the enslavement of Africans. 

But what’s closer to the truth is that religion is 
not to blame. The blame falls on those who call 
themselves Christians but fail to live according to 
Christ’s commandments of love and mercy. 

This is what G. K. Chesterton meant when he 
said, “Christianity has not failed; it has not even 
been tried.”

Christianity should be thought of as not so much 
a religion as a spiritual pathway towards union 
with God. In fact, “The Way” was a name 
adopted by the earliest Christians. 

Paul, before his conversion on the road to 
Damascus, was obsessed with finding “any men 
or women who belonged to the Way,” so he 
could haul them away in chains [Acts 9:2].

Hear what Catherine of Siena urges us: “Be who 
God meant you to be, and you will set the world 
on fire.” Her words echo Christ’s, as recorded in 
Luke 12:49: “I have come to set the earth on fire, 
and how I wish it were already blazing!”

Want to help Jesus set the earth ablaze? Simply 
be who God meant you to be.

Our prayer today: Jesus, Lord of love and mercy, 
strengthen us as we follow the path you have set 
for us.

St Michael & St Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church
Host

Shroud of Turin Exhibit
Authentic Vatican Replica

Sunday, August 14 to Sunday, August 28
Saint Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church

114 South Chestnut Street, Shenandoah PA 17976

Shroud Exhibit Hours
Monday through Friday 9:00am – 9:00pm

Saturday 9:00am – 3:00pm and 5:00pm – 9:00pm
Sunday 11:30am – 9:00pm

For Information: (570)462 0809
or www.first ukrainian.com

 

 

 

 

SISTERS OF THE ORDER OF SAINT BASIL THE GREAT 

OPENING OF HOLY YEAR DOOR FOR THE YEAR OF MERCY 

HOLY TRINITY CHAPEL 

August 14, 2016 

5:00 PM Vespers  

For the  

FEAST OF THE DORMITION  

ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

At the 85th Annual Pilgrimage to the Mother of God on October 2, 2016 

the faithful are encouraged to enter the Door of Mercy  

for the veneration of the Chapel icons and to pray the Holy Father’s Prayer of 
Mercy 
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 Call to Prayer 
Beseeching God's Mercy 
Praying for the Intercession of the Mother of God 

Sunday, August 28, 2016 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Ukrainian Catholic Church 
N. Paxton Street, 2 Blocks North of Route 42 

Centralia, Pennsylvania 
Noon:  Divine Liturgy Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka, 
 main celebrant;  Father Wasyl Kharuk-homilist 
 

 2:00 – 3:30 PM:  Confessions Available 
 

2:30 PM:  Living Rosary with Reflection by Father John Szada 
 

4:00 PM:  Candlelight Procession with: 
 ●Blessing of Water for the Jubilee Year of Mercy 
 ●Blessing of Religious Articles 
 ●Moleben to the Mother of God Celebrated by Metropolitan-  
   Archbishop Stefan Soroka and Area Clergy 
 ●Jubilee Year Prayer of Mercy 
 ●Prayers for Healing and Anointing of the Faithful 
 ●Veneration of the Icon of Our Lady of Pochaiv 
 
During his historic visit in 2015, His Beatitude Major Archbishop 
Sviatoslav Shevchuk, Primate of the world-wide Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, marveled at the continuing presence of the church in 
Centralia and the sense of true holiness which pervades the entire 
property.  His desire is for all people of faith to come and experience 
this holiness, sanctity and serenity as pilgrims to this holy place on the 
mountain.  During this Jubilee Year of Mercy all pilgrims are invited 
to walk through the Holy Door of Mercy for special blessings.  

 

All are Welcome! 
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During his historic visit in November 2015, 
His Beatitude Major-Archbishop Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk, Primate of  the world-wide 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, marveled at 
the continuing presence of the church in 
Centralia.

region parish fostered 
four priestly vocations 
and three sisters to the 
religious life.

Patriarch Sviatoslav felt 
a sense of true holiness 
which pervades the entire 
church property.  His 
desire is for all people 
of faith to come and 
experience this holiness, 
sanctity and serenity as 
pilgrims to this holy place 
on the mountain.   

From the visit of Patriarch 
Sviatoslav and with 
the encouragement 
of Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of  
Philadelphia, the place 
was designated a holy 
site of pilgrimage.

The first pilgrimage will 
be held Sunday, August 
28 and the Very Reverend 
Michael Hutsko, pastor 
invites all to join with 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Soroka and clergy for 
a day of prayer and 
spiritual blessings.

The theme of the 
pilgrimage is:  
“Beseeching God’s 
Mercy--Praying for the 
Intercession of the Mother 
of God.” This date is the 
Feast of the Dormition of 
the Holy Mother of God 

according to the Julian 
calendar. 

Five years ago on the 
same date, Sunday, 
August 28, 2011, 
Archbishop Soroka was 
the main celebrant and 
homilist when the parish 
celebrated its Centennial 
Jubilee of its founding.

“The main thing is that 

I want you to hear 
beyond the words,” the 
archbishop said. “This 
church is standing after 
100 years, despite the 
mine fire and the town 
leaving, to deliver a 
message to the world: 
We are to be like your 
namesake, the Mother of 

(continued on next page)

All Are Called to Prayer during a Holy Pilgrimage on Sunday, 
August 28, 2016 to Assumption BVM Church, Centralia, Pa. 

Centralia, Pa.-- In the 
abandoned, desolate 
borough of Centralia, 
destroyed by an 
underground mine fire, 
which resulted in the 
relocation of all but a 
handful of residents and 
the demolition of all but 
a few buildings, there sits 
on a hilltop overlooking 
the once-thriving town 
a white church capped 
by three onion-shaped 
blue domes.  The stately 
Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Ukrainian 
Catholic Church has 
towered over Centralia 
since the first services 
were held there in 1912, 
after the parish was 
founded on August 15, 
1911. 

Today, while the town is 
a memory, the church still 
serves a thriving parish 
family, with congregants 
driving to the hilltop 
on Sundays and Holy 
Days from communities 
throughout the area.

During his historic visit 
in November 2015, 
His Beatitude Major-
Archbishop Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk, Primate 
of  the world-wide 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, marveled at the 
continuing presence of the 
church in Centralia.  He 
also noted how this coal 
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Icon of Our Lady of Pochaiv

God, to be servants to 
others.” 

“After 100 years, you 
are all doing the work 
the founders of the 
church wanted to do 
as well, you are giving 
service to others, coming 
together in hard times 
and good.” 

During this Jubilee Year 
of Mercy, the church has 
also been designated a 
Holy Door of Mercy and 
all pilgrims are invited 
to walk through the 
Holy Door for special 
blessings.

The pilgrimage begins 
at 12:00Noon with the 
celebration of the Divine 
Liturgy with Archbishop 
Stefan as the main 
celebrant. Homilist at 
the liturgy will be Father 
Vasyl Kharuk, Spiritual 
Director at St. Josaphat 

Seminary and an 
Extraordinary Minister of 
Mercy during this Jubilee 
Year of Mercy.  

There will be a Living 
Rosary prayed at 2:30PM 
before the historic and 
jeweled 18th century 
copy of the Icon of Our 
Lady of Pochaiv.  Father 
John Szada, Chaplain, 
Carmel of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph, Elysburg, Pa., 
will provide a reflection 
at the conclusion of the 
rosary. 

At 4:00PM all will 
gather at the outdoor 
chapel for a candlelight 
procession to the church 
for the celebration of a 
Moleben to the Mother 
of God.  Archbishop 
Stefan will again be the 
main celebrant as well 
as homilist during the 
Moleben.  

Prior to entering the 
church, the Blessing of 
Water for the Jubilee 
Year will take place at 
the Grotto of the Holy 
Cross.  That newly 
blessed Jubilee Water 
will then be distributed 
to all pilgrims. 

At the conclusion of the 
Moleben, prayers for 
healing and the anointing 
for the healing of soul 
and body will take place, 
as well as the opportunity 
to venerate the Icon of 
Our Lady of Pochaiv.  

Confessions will be 
available throughout the 
day at various locations 
on the church grounds.  

There will be religious 
articles for sale, which 
will be blessed at the 
conclusion of the Living 

Rosary in the outdoor 
chapel.   

Food service will be 
provided from 1:00PM 
until 4:00PM.  This is a 
Rain or Shine event.  

Handicap parking will 
be provided on the 
church grounds.  Off-site 
parking and shuttle van 
service will be provided 
from specially designated 
areas near the church.  

The church is located 
on North Paxton Street, 
2 Blocks North of 
Route 42 in Centralia, 
Pennsylvania.

For more information 
please feel free to contact 
the church rectory at 
570-339-0650.

All Are Called to Prayer during a Holy Pilgrimage on Sunday, 
August 28, 2016 to Assumption BVM Church, Centralia, Pa.

Interior of parish
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PASTORAL ASSIGNMENTS BY ARCHBISHOP STEFAN

The pastoral assignment change date previously announced to take effect on August 1st, 2016 is postponed 
to August 16th, 2016, given the need to meet the pastoral need of our Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception after the death of its beloved Rector, Very Rev. Joseph Szupa.  Each of the priests 
impacted were notified by email on July 22nd, 2016.  The following assignments and changes are being 
announced.

Effective August 16th, 2016, Rev. Roman Pitula is relieved of his assignment as 
pastor of St. Michael the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church in Frackville, PA and 
St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Maizeville, PA.

Effective August 16th, 2016, Rev. Roman Pitula is appointed as Rector of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia.

Effective August 1st, 2016, Rev. Petro Zvarych’s appointment as Parish Administrator 
of Transfiguration of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church in Nanticoke, PA and Ss. 
Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church in Plymouth, PA is rescinded.  

Rev. Zvarych will minister to his current parish of Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church in Manassas, VA and, additionally, Holy Trinity 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Silver Spring, MD until his move on August 16th, 
2016.

Effective August 16th, 2016, Rev. Peter Zvarych is appointed as Pastor of St. Michael 
the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church in Frackville, PA and St. John the Baptist 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Maizeville, PA.

Effective August 16th, 2016, Rev. Walter Pasicznyk is assigned as Parish Administrator 
of Transfiguration of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church in Nanticoke, PA and Ss. 
Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church in Plymouth, PA.  

Effective July 31st, 2016, Rev. Roman Sverdan is assigned as Assistant Pastor of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia.  Fr. 
Sverdan will continue to serve as pastoral Administrator of St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Millville, NJ.

Effective August 1st, 2016, Rev. Roman Petryshak will assume responsibilities 
temporarily assisting at the Archbishop’s Chancery, residing at the clergy residence 
on Franklin Street.

(Note: The previous list of pastoral announcements were posted in the June 26, 
2016 issue of “The Way.”)

Rev. Pitula

Rev. Zvarych

Rev. Pasicznyk 

Rev. Sverdan

Rev. Petryshak
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UKRAINIAN FOLK FESTIVAL 
Celebrating the 25th Anniversary of Ukraine’s Independence 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28 - 12:00 noon 
"TRYZUB" - UKRAINIAN-AMERICAN SPORT CENTER 

County Line & Lower State Roads, Horsham, PA 
www.tryzub.org ~ (267) 664-3857 

1:30 to 4:30 PM 

 “UNITED UKRAINE – UNITED WITH US” 
A Resplendent Outdoor Summer Concert in the Tryzub Park 

    

Starting at 12:00 Noon 
Live Music & Dancing 

 

Homemade Ukrainian Ethnic 
 Foods & Baked Goods  

 

Ukrainian Folk Arts & Crafts 
Market and Displays 

 

Drinks and Cool Refreshments   
       BBQ & Picnic Foods 

                   Kids’ Fun Area 
    

Ukrainian Music, Song and Dance in a dynamic, integrated program 
Collaboratively designed, arranged and choreographed by the performing artists 

 

Voloshky Ukrainian Dance Ensemble 
Violinist Innesa Tymochko Dekajlo   Iskra Ukrainian Dance Ensemble  

Living in Song Choir     Vox Ethnika Orchestra 
Live Historical Reenectments (Jasna Gora)  Percussionist Nazar Zymbovych  
 
 

4:30 PM -Social Dance (“ZABAVA”)  
             – Live Music by Vox Ethnika 
 
  

Sponsor: 

 

     ADMISSION: $15.00 ~ STUDENTS - $10 ~ KIDS 14 & UNDER FREE ~ FREE PARKING 
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Ukrainian Seminary Day offers ethnic food, dance

Kazka Ukrainian Folk Ensemble performs at Ukrainian Seminary 
Day on July 31, 2016. (Photo: Tanya Chabon Meridionale)

With material from 
an article written by 
STEPHEN J. PYTAK / 
PUBLISHED IN THE 
REPUBLICAN HERALD: 
AUGUST 1, 2016

PRIMROSE — With 
a dash of rosin on the 
dance floor, the stage 
was set.

Moments later, a 
collection of red boots 
started tapping, and the 
more than 150 people 
in the audience put 
their hands together. 
A performance by the 
Kazka Ukrainian Folk 
Ensemble was one of 
the highlights of the 
82nd annual Ukrainian 
Seminary Day summer 
picnic on Sunday at St. 
Nicholas Church picnic 
grove.

“We’re going to start 
with a traditional Poltava 
region Pryvit, or welcome 
dance. And we welcome 
all of you, especially 
our honored guests, 
Metropolitan Stefan and 
all of our clergy and our 
honored sisters, and all 
of you who are here 
to celebrate Ukrainian 
Seminary Day,” Paula 
Holoviac, Sugarloaf, 
Luzerne County, one of 
the founders of the Kazka 
ensemble, said as she 
started the entertainment 
at 2 p.m.

As is traditional, the event 
began with the celebration 
of a Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy in St. Nicholas 
Hall. 

“It was jammed. 
Every seat was filled. 
Somebody got up and 
gave me a seat. That 
whole auditorium was 
full,”  Helen Taylor, from 
Schuylkill Haven said.

The main celebrant was 
Metropolitan Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka, head 
of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia and spiritual 
shepherd of Ukrainian 

Catholics in the United 
States. Concelebrants 
were priests of the 
South Anthracite 
P r o t o p r e s b y t e r y 
(Deanery) parishes and 
other churches. 

The homilist was Reverend 
Paul Makar, vocation 
director and pastor of St. 
Michael’s Church, Cherry 
Hill, N.J.

The Rev. Deacon Paul 
Spotts of St. Michael 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Frackville 
assisted at the Divine 
Liturgy.  

At the conclusion of 
the Divine Liturgy, 
Metropolitan Stefan 
thanked the dean, Very 
Rev. Michael Hutsko 
and the clergy and 
parishioners of the South 
Anthracite Deanery 
parishes for their 
sacrifices and dedication 
in keeping this Ukrainian 
Seminary Day tradition 
alive since the 1930’s.

Then Metropolitan Soroka 
blessed holy oil, led the 
faithful in the recitation 
of a prayer of healing, 
invoking the intercession 



(continued on next page)
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Ukrainian Seminary Day offers ethnic food, dance
(continued from previous page)

Replica of Shroud of Turin on display at 
Ukrainian Seminary Day. (Photo: Tanya 

Chabon Meridionale)

of Blessed Mykola 
Charnetsky, C.Ss.R. and 
Blessed Sister Josaphata 
Hordachevska, SSMI, 
whose icons and relics 
were available for 
veneration.  Then he and 
the concelebrating priests 
individually anointed the 
faithful during the healing 
service.

Throughout the day, 
people venerated the 
relics and also viewed 
a full-sized Vatican 
authorized replica of the 
Shroud of Turin, believed 
to be the burial cloth of 
Jesus Christ, which were 
on display in the social 
hall.

Ukrainian Seminary Day 
is an all-day event and at 
dawn volunteer workers 
arrived to start preparing 
the food, especially the 
bean soup made over 
the open pit fire.

Just after 11 a.m. 
Sunday, Marion Repella, 
Mount Carmel, and 
Gloria Apollo, Paxinos, 
were frying bleenies. 
Andy Wernosky, West 
West Terrace, and Josh 
Minder, Primrose, were 
using chains to hoist a 
20-gallon cauldron of 
bean soup over a fire.

At 1 p.m., more than 
300 people were there, 
including many families 

from out of the area.

Carly Rinda, Tamaqua, 
was there with her son, 
Jayden, 1, and her 
grandmother, Helen 
Taylor.

“I’m Helen Taylor, a 
World War II vet. We 
come here every year. 
It’s the food, the ethnic 
food,” Taylor said.

“And she has a Ukrainian 
background, heritage,” 
Rinda said.

“And I like the music. And, 
look at how crowded 
it is. And it’s early,” 
Taylor said at 1:15 p.m. 
Sunday.

Brandon Ernst, 
Orwigsburg, was there 
with his children, Liam, 5, 
and Elizabeth, 3.

“This is our first time here. 
We’re with my wife’s 
grandmother,” Ernst said, 
referring to Elizabeth 
Gulas, Pottsville.

“I’m Ukrainian. I belong 
to St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Saint 
Clair. I used to work 
here when I was a lot 
younger at the stands 
over there. I used to work 
in the kitchen. I used to 
help with serving. And I 
used to help out the day 
before, making halupki. It 

must have been at least 
six or seven years ago,” 
Gulas, 85, said, when 
her granddaughter, 
Leah, went to buy food.

Ericka Hogue, 20, of 
Sinking Spring, Berks 
County, was there with 
her sister, Danielle, 17, 
and other members 
of their family. Ericka 
said she’s proud of her 
Ukrainian heritage and 
said it inspired a tattoo 
she had placed on her 
left bicep recently. The 
collage included a solid 
black Ukrainian trident, 
a sunflower and poppy 
flowers.

“I dedicate it to my great-
grandmother,” Ericka 
said.

“It’s the Ukrainian symbol 

of freedom,” her aunt, 
Lidia Zidik, Reading, 
Berks County, said.

In the collage, Ericka had 
her great-grandmother’s 
name spelled out in 
Cyrillic script.

“In English, it’s Volya,” 
Zidik said.

“I had it done a couple 
months ago. It was 
finished in May,” Ericka 
said.

The family hopes to 
make annual visits to 
Ukrainian Seminary Day 
a tradition.

“I was here two years 
ago with my mother, but 
she has passed so we’re 
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Ukrainian Seminary Day offers ethnic food, dance

sort of keeping up the 
tradition of our Ukrainian 
roots and our heritage,” 
Zidik said.

Sandy Duda, Lehighton, 
Carbon County, and 
Holoviac are among the 
founders of the Kazka 
ensemble. Kazka was 
started in June 1987.

“This year, we’re 29 
years old,” Duda said.

The two were helping to 
manage the dancers and 
run the show Sunday.

There were 14 dancers 
performing Sunday, who 
ranged in age from the 
early teens to the mid-30s. 
The youngest included 
Olivia Dages, 13, of Jim 
Thorpe, Carbon County, 
and Zoria Komperda, 
13, of Whitehall, Lehigh 
County, and her brother, 
Maksym, 11.

“We’ll be doing dances 
from the Poltava region,” 
Holoviac said, referring 
to an oblast of central 
Ukraine.

Dances they performed 
include Pryvit, Hrechanyky 
and Oj Lopniv Obruch.
“And we’re singing 
today, too,” Duda said.
“We’re going to be 
singing a couple of 
Lemko songs,” Holoviac 
said.

Vladimir Holoviac, 14, 
Paula Holoviac’s son, 
played violin.

“And today we’re thinking 
about the Ukraine. As 
you know, Ukraine is 
under invasion by Russia. 
Crimea has been seized. 
So it’s very much in 
the news. We’ve been 
doing a lot of aid work 
for Ukraine. We had a 
fundraiser for wounded 
Ukrainian warriors in 
June. The church, the 
U k r a i n i a n -Ca t h o l i c 
Church in America, 
has been very active in 
assisting the church in 
Ukraine,” Duda said.

U k r a i n i a n 
C a t h o l i c 
Seminary Day 
began in the 
1930’s in 
Lakewood Park, 
B a r n e s v i l l e , 
and continued 
through the 50th 
anniversary held 
in July, 1983. 
Seminary Day 
was a “coming 
home event” 
for many of 
d e s c e n da n t s 
of Ukrainian 
immigrants who 
left the coal 
region to work in 
the larger cities. 
The Seminary 
Day tradition at 
Lakewood Park 

ended in 1983, the year 
the park was permanently 
closed.

In 1985 Ukrainian 
Seminary Day was revived 
and moved to Primrose. 
The deanery parishes 
have been among the 
strongest supporters of 
the seminary appeal 
since the seminary was 
founded. From 1985 
through 2015, Ukrainian 
Seminary Day has raised 
more than $785,000 for 
St. Josaphat’s Seminary 
Fund, which provides 
financial support for 
St. Josaphat Ukrainian 
Catholic Seminary, 
adjacent to the campus 

of The Catholic 
University of America, in 
Washington, D.C. It is the 
only Ukrainian Catholic 
seminary in the United 
States. St. Josaphat is the 
patron saint of Ukraine.

The South Anthracite 
Protopresbytery is 
comprised of 12 churches 
in the counties of Schuylkill 
(Frackville, Maizeville, 
McAdoo, Middleport, 
Minersville, Saint Clair 
and Shenandoah), 
Luzerne (Hazleton), 
Northumberland (Marion 
Heights, Mount Carmel 
and Shamokin) and 
Columbia (Centralia).

(continued from previous page)

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka,  Rev. 
Mykola Ivanov and the Missionary Sisters of the 

Mother of God at Ukrainian Seminary Day. 
(Photo: Tanya Chabon Meridionale)
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Ukrainian Catholic Bishops of USA 

On July 26th, 2016, the Ukrainian 
Catholic Bishops of USA met at 
the Metropolitan’s Residence 
in Philadelphia to consult on 
a number of matters requiring 
discernment.  The bishops 
participating were Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan Soroka of the 
Philadelphia Archeparchy, Bishop 
Paul Chomnycky, OSBM of the 
Stamford Eparchy, Bishop Bohdan 
Danylo of St. Josaphat Eparchy of 
Parma, Auxiliary Bishop John Bura 
of the Philadelphia Archeparchy, 
and Bishop-Emeritus Basil Losten of 
the Stamford Eparchy.  We prayed 
for the health and well-being of our 
brother Bishop of the St. Nicholas 
Eparchy of Chicago, Most Rev. 
Richard Stephen Seminack.  
Of primary concern were the 
pastoral and administrative needs 
of our Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in America as we prepare to 
participate in the upcoming Synod 
of Ukrainian Catholic Bishops 
to take place in Ukraine from 
September 4th to 11th, 2016. 

Christ Our Pascha—
Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic
 Church Now Available in English

The English version of 
Christ Our Pascha—Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic Church
is now available at the Byzantine Church Supplies
810 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, Pa.  19123
Phone  215-627-0660
Email:byzsupplies@yahoo.com
$25.00
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American Ukrainian Representative Welcoming Newly
 Appointed US Ambassador to Ukraine

Photo (l to r): Andrew Futey, UCCA Executive Vice 
President; Roksolana Lozynskyj - UCCA External 
Affairs Commission; Tamara Olexy, UCCA President; 
The Honorable Marie Yovanovitch; His Grace Stefan, 
Ukrainian Catholic Church; Marie Duplak, UCCA Executive 
Secretary; His Excellency Daniel, Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church; Michael Sawkiw, Jr., UNIS Director

On Monday, August 8th, 2016,  
representatives of American 
Ukrainian organizations and 
hierarchs of the Ukrainian Catholic 
and Orthodox Churches met at the 
State Department in Washington, 
DC with the newly appointed United 
States Ambassador to Ukraine, 
Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch.  
A frank and informative discussion 
was shared as to the current volatile 
situation in eastern Ukraine and in 
Eastern Europe, of which the new 
ambassador seems to be very 
knowledgeable.  Opportunity also  
presented itself to share information 
on the momentous organizational 
and material aid being provided 
by Ukrainians in USA for meeting 
various needs in Ukraine.  We are 
grateful to Michael Sawkiw, Jr. for 
his initiative in facilitating such a 
meeting prior to the ambassador’s 
departure to Ukraine.

Rev. Roman Sverdan and 
Rev. Roman Petryshak 
blessed fruit on the Feast 
of the Transfiguration at 
9am on Saturday, August 
6, 2016 at the Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception in 
Philadelphia.  

A video is posted on our 
YouTube Channel at https://
www.youtube.com/user/
thewayukrainian/videos

FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION 
OF THE LORD AT THE CATHEDRAL
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FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD AT 
ST. PAUL UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, RAMSEY, NJ

On this day are blessed 
apples, pears, honey, 
wreaths (garlands), or 
ears of rye and wheat, 
and also flowers and 
poppy seed.

After the blessing, the 
flowers and  a small 
head of poppy seed    
are placed  under  
the icons, where they 
remain until spring.

The blessing on this day 
of the vineyard, different 
fruits symbolizes 
the blossoming and  
fruitfulness  of all 
creation in the unending 
kingdom of life.  It is 
desired that especially 
on this day that we fill 
our soul with the fruits 
of the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord’s radiance and 
to transfigure oneself, 
one’s thoughts, and 
one’s actions.  Therefore 
we all received from 
Father Eugene God’s 
blessings and received 
holy anointing.

The Feast moved our 
hearts, for having 
been united with 
the Eucharistic Lord, 
we were spiritually 
transferred to Mount Tabor and we received that ray of Divine light, which cleanses the soul and directs us 
to the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
   
Prepared by Halyna Halychuk
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Shamokin Parish Completes First Phase of Renovations

Posing for a picture behind the glass wall
of the new crying room.

The Transfiguration 
Church in Shamokin just 
completed the first phase 
of their construction 
project. The construction 
phase consisted of a 
crying room for our little 
and future parishioners, 
which is very convenient 
for young families with 
kids and a new ADA 
rest room was added to 
the rear of the church. 
Also a new beautifully 
etched glass wall was 
installed at the entrance 
of the church. 

We are also moving to 
our second phase of 
renovation: elevator for 
elderly people. We have 
so many parishioners 
who find is difficult to 
climb the steep steps at 
Church. The elevator will 
provide an easy access 
to Church for people 
with walking problem, 
for families with strollers 
and funerals. 

We are thankful to 
our pastor and all 
parishioners for their 
support in this big 
effort.

New etched glass wall with icons at the 
entrance of the church.
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC ARCHEPARCHY 
OF PHILADELPHIA 

 
For your information, we are listing the dates of some major upcoming events. 
 
August 14th, 2016 “Jesus – the Face of Mercy; Mary – the Mother of 

Mercy”  - Annual Feast of Dormition of Mother of God   
    Pilgrimage in Sloatsburg, NY.  (Sisters Servants of Mary 
    Immaculate Monastery). 
 
August 28th, 2016 “Beseeching God's Mercy--Praying for the Intercession 

of the Mother of God”  Pilgrimage, Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Centralia, Pa.  Divine Liturgy at Noon.  Prayer and 
Veneration of the Icon of Our Lady of Pochaiv 1 to  
4 pm. Procession and Moleben to the Mother of God at 
4 p.m. 

 
September 18th, 2016 100th + 5 Аnniversary Celebration of Ascension of Our 

Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church, Sayre, PA.   
 
September    Annual Clergy Retreat, St. Alfonso Retreat Center, 
     19th -22nd , 2016  Long Branch, NJ.  
 
October 2nd, 2016  “Mother of Mercy”  Annual Archeparchial Pilgrimage 
    Passing via the “Doors of Mercy” at Holy Trinity Chapel 

 Order of Saint Basil the Great Monastery, Fox Chase,   
           PA. 

 
October 2nd, 2016  125th Anniversary Celebrations of Patronage of Mother  
    of God Ukrainian Catholic Church, McAdoo, PA 
    Divine Liturgy at 1:00 pm. 
 
October 9th, 2016  100th Anniversary Celebrations of Assumption of  
    Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church,  
    Bayonne, NJ; Divine Liturgy at 11:00 am. 
 
October 16th, 2016  Archeparchial Marriage Anniversary Celebration  

Divine Liturgy at 11:00 am at Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, 
PA. 

Significant Events

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

 
October 30th, 2016  Commemorating Most Rev. Soter Stephen Ortynsky, 
    OSBM, first Bishop for Eastern Catholics in America. 
    Vespers and Memorial Prayers at 3:00 pm at Ukrainian 
    Catholic Cathedral of Immaculate Conception,  
    Philadelphia, PA 
    Opening and Blessing of re-located ‘Treasury of Faith’  

 Ukrainian Catholic Museum in testimony to first    
           bishop. 

 
November 6th, 2016 Celebrating 95th Anniversary of St. John the Baptist  
    Ukrainian Catholic Church and 10th Anniversary of  
    Ukrainian Cultural Center, Whippany, NJ. 
 
November 9, 10, 2016 Archeparchial Clergy Conference, Washington, D.C. 
    Celebrating 75th Anniversary of Founding of our 
    St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary.  

Conference Program involving academic program 
shared with The Catholic University of America. 

 
November 13th, 2016 Hierarchical Divine Liturgy at Ukrainian Catholic  
    National Shrine of the Holy Family in Washington, D.C. 
    Celebrating with gratitude the 75th Anniversary of 
    Saint Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary, 
    Washington, DC 
 
December 9th, 2016 Feast of Conception of St. Anne.  Annual Divine Liturgy 

of Thanksgiving for all Benefactors of Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of  Philadelphia, 9:00 am at 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception, Philadelphia, PA. 

     
 
 
 
 
  

Significant Events
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UKRAINIAN 

DAY FESTIVAL 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2016 

11AM – 5PM 
 Ukrainian Food - Cash Raffle - Baked Goods  

Entertainment - Childrens’ Corner - Baskets Raffle 
Flea Market - Vendors - Exhibit - Church Tour 

STS. PETER & PAUL UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
301 FAIRVIEW ST.   PHOENIXVILLE, PA             WWW.SSPETERANDPAULUKR.COM 
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Church Picnic at Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
West Easton, PA

CHURCH PICNIC

Holy Ghost Church, after a 17 year hiatus, 
celebrated their first Parish Picnic on June 26, 
2016. The day started with a posting of the flags 
by the Ukrainian American Veterans of War 
and the singing of the national anthems of the 
United States and Ukraine and a greeting read 
from Mayor Gerald Gross.  Over 400 people 
attended the beautiful day. St. Mary’s Ukrainian 
Orthodox Ukrainian Dancers performed at 
2:00PM and the Holy Ghost Singers presented 
a short program of Ukrainian poems and songs. 
Music was presented by the Jeff Bellfy Band and 
The Golden Tones Polka Band, thoroughly but 
happily exhausted the pastor (Fr. Daniel Troyan) 
and parishioners were happy for reviving an old 
community favorite, and hopefully bringing some 
new life to an old fashioned church event.
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Summer Camp at Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
West Easton, PA

SUMMER CHURCH CAMP
 2016

Holy Ghost Church sponsored its 
annual Summer Church Camp 
from July 18-22, 2016. The 
theme for this year’s camp was 
“Exploring our Roots: Faith and 
Culture.”  A structured day of 
religious classes, exercise, games 
and arts and crafts enabled 15 
children from the parish to learn 
more about God and their faith 
in Him.   

We went to Shenandoah, the mine 
Tunnel in Ashland, Centralia, Mt. 
Carmel and Shamokin before 
heading to Knoebels Grove.

Fr Mykola had a pizza party for 
the children after he explained 
about Shamokin being the oldest 
standing Ukrainian Church in the 
States.
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The Chapel: Holy Ghost community center in West Easton

An old Methodist Chapel which had been purchased in the 
late 90’s is getting a new purpose. It was built in 1914 and 
had been used as a Methodist chapel until 1993.  Holy 
Ghost church purchased it in 1998 with the hope to use it 
for its picnics or for a parking area.

The pastor and parishioners decided at a church finance 
meeting to address some of the needs of the Ukrainian 
community and the borough of West Easton by making 
the chapel into a community center. Ukrainian parishioners 
have been donating time and materials to complete the 
project. Plans for the building include a meeting place 
for the Ukrainian American Veterans in the Lehigh Valley, 
Alcoholic Anonymous meetings which have already begun in 

the church hall, religious education classes for adults and children, yoga 
for seniors, summer church camp and other community activities.

The church voted to use the building rather than tear it down or sell it. 
May their foresight bring much life to the church community and the 
Easton area.

May God bless all those who have worked so hard to bring this to 
reality. A dedication will be planned for the fall.

Sister Servants of Mary Immaculate Jubilees 2016

On July 30th, the SSMI’s along 
with family of the Jubiliarians, 
friends and Lay Associates joyfully 
celebrated with our Jubiliarians: 
70 years of Consecrated Life - Sr. 
Oksana, Sr. Evelyn; 50 years of 
Consecrated Life - Sr. Zenovia; and 
25 years of Consecrated Life - Sr. 
Natalya. The celebration began 
with an 11:00 am Divine Liturgy 
celebrated by Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka, Bishop Paul Chomnycky, 
Bishop Basil Losten, Msgr. John 
Terlecky and Rev. Stepan Sus. A 
festive dinner was served along 
with entertainment provided by 
the Jubilarians and guests. It was a 
beautiful celebration of the the unconditional love and faithfulness of our God to Sr. Oksana, Sr. Evelyn, 
Sr. Zenovia and Sr. Natalya. Thank you to all our guests who joined in this life-giving moment!
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BASILIAN SISTERS CELEBRATE JUBILEES

Marking significant milestones as members of the Order of the Sisters of Saint Basil the Great were Sisters 
Gabriel Suszko, OSBM, celebrating 75 years; Sister Marina Bochnewich, OSBM, celebrating 65 years and 
Sister Susanne Matwijiw, OSBM, celebrating 55 years.  Reverend Edward Higgins, Confessor for the Sisters 
and Pastor of Holy Ghost Byzantine Catholic Church in South Philadelphia, officiated at the Divine Liturgy 
of thanksgiving. 

Prior to receiving the Holy Eucharist, each jubilarian, hand 
upon the Bible, emphasized her unwavering dedication to 
live the monastic life as a Basilian by once again pronouncing 
her vow to live her religious life as a member of the Order 
of the Sisters of Saint Basil the Great until death.  

At the celebratory dinner that followed, the jubilarians 
were greeted and congratulated by the members of 
their community.  Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM, 
commended each individual jubilarian for her many years 
of faithful service to God, the Order and the Faithful of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church with the words “Sisters all of your 
lives are a deep reflection of Christ’s love.  Your story is a 

love story - one reflected in Scripture - 1 Corinthians.”  

Sister Gabriel, now retired, is from Keiser, PA and has served well in many parishes in New York, Ohio, 
Illinois and Pennsylvania throughout her 75 years. 

Sister Marina from Yonkers, NY has travelled many roads geographically 
as a principal and/or as a teacher in Syracuse, Arnold, Hamtramck, 
Chicago, Philadelphia and New York.  Sister Marina attended the 
Institute for Spiritual Leadership in Chicago.  She was the forerunner 
for the Basilian Pastoral Ministry Team in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  
Sister returned back to Fox Chase as Director of the Basilian Spirituality 
Center.  

Sister Susanne’s teaching career led her to Hamtramck, Olyphant, 
Philadelphia and then finally to Fox Chase where she has served at 
Saint Basil Academy for close to forty years.  Many young women have 
left the Academy with at least a rudimentary grasp of the Ukrainian 
alphabet; have an understanding of Ukrainian history and can say as 
least “Slava Isusu Christu.” This past year Sister Susanne took the girls 
even deeper with instructions in the spirituality and writing of icons.  

Sister Dorothy Ann assured the Sisters that “if you ever start to doubt 
yourself and the beauty of your life…if you ever doubt the love you’ve 
been and given in God’s name - just look around at the admiration 
and love in the eyes of the Sisters.  Look around at the respect and 
remembrance that your students have for you.  Look around and 
remember the love God has for you.”

Sister Gabriel Suszko

Sister Marina and Sister 
Susanne with Provincial 
Superior Sister Dorothy Ann
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BASILIAN ASSOCIATES OF PARMA RENEW COVENANT

In preparation for renewing their covenant 
relationship with the Sisters of the Order of 
Saint Basil the Great, the members of the 
Basilian Associate Program of the Parma, 
Ohio, Eparchy gathered for a day of spiritual 
renewal Saturday, July 16, 2016, at Saint 
Josaphat Cathedral in Parma.

Sister Ann Laszok, OSBM acted as facilitator 
for the day.  After the celebration of the Divine 
Liturgy, Sister Ann guided the retreatants 
through the day’s schedule of conferences, 
silent reflection and sharing, in preparation 
for the Saturday evening Divine Liturgy of 
commitment.  

Taking part in exploring the retreat’s theme, 
“Theosis: Our Journey to the Unknown (God),” in preparation for the renewal of their commitment were 
Lay Associates Audrey Fedak, Oksana Szepiwdycz, Andrew Szepiwdycz and Martha Weigand of Saint 
Josaphat Cathedral Parish and Margaret Jane Zysek of Saint Andrew Parish.  Other participants in the day 
of prayer were Chris Hlabse, Stefan Mural, Kotya Malanchuk and Daria Sopka.  All were deeply touched 
by Sister Ann’s presentation especially Martha who commented that she could not “name some of the 
wonderful spiritual lights that struck my heart during Sister Ann’s talk but they were there and touched my 
mind and soul and enlarged my spiritual capacity to love and serve our Lord.”

At the end of the Saturday evening Divine Liturgy, Sister Olga Marie Faryna, OSBM, Regional Director 
of the Parma Basilian Associates, called forth each member to renew his/her personal profession of the 
spiritual covenant and to receive and enjoy the congratulations of the parish congregation.  Stefan made 
his first commitment. 

Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM, Provincial Superior, who travelled from Fox Chase to be with the 
associates on their special day, offered words of congratulations.  Sister spoke of the bondedness and 
special relationship… “a covenant relationship - One in Spirit - to each other, to the Sisters and to the 
Church.”

Women and men are invited to consider deepening their baptismal commitment by sharing in the life of 
prayer, community and service of the Order of the Sisters of Saint Basil the Great, Jesus Lover of Humanity 
Province.  Those interested in more information about the Basilian Associate Program may contact:

PARMA EPARCHY
Sister Olga Marie Faryna, OSBM
olyamarika_f15@aol.com

PHILADELPHIA ARCHEPARCHY
Sister Rita Stremba, OSBM
srrita@stbasilacademy.org
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(continued on next page)

BASILIAN VOLUNTEER TEAM MISSION TRIP TO UKRAINE

More than twenty years ago, Sister Mary Bernarda 
Arkatin, OSBM, a member of the Order of the 
Sisters of Saint Basil the Great, Jesus Lover of 
Humanity Province, initiated summer journeys of 
goodwill to the needy, orphaned and handicapped 
of Ukraine.  Bearing gifts and treats as well as 
compassion and love, Sister became a frequent 
and welcomed visitor as she traveled from site to 
site, from institution to hospital, to orphanages and 
to campsites. 

Carrying on the tradition established by Sister 
Bernarda to collaborate with the Basilian Sisters 
in Ukraine and to help the needs, Sister Ann 
Laszok, OSBM, and Sister Joann Sosler, OSBM, 
left Saturday, May 27, 2016, on what has now 
become the Basilian Volunteer Program to carry 
on the humanitarian mission.  Accompanying 
Sisters Ann and Joann this summer were 15 
volunteers from three different Eparchies and 5 
different States.  Of the 15 Americans 7 were from 
St. Josaphat Eparchy; 7 from the Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia, and 1 person from the St. Nicholas 
Eparchy of Chicago.  There were seven individuals 
who stayed for an extra week to accompany 
Sister Ann to orphanages, halfway houses and 
psychiatric institutions.  Many added to the success 
of the mission - drivers who transported the group, 
those who coordinated and organized the on-site 
councilors, the Sisters of Holy Trinity Province who 
provided the room and board, etc. 

The program began with Orientation on Sunday, 
May 29, 2016.  Father Karepin, former Chaplain 
in Fox Chase and now from Paris, France, was 
present and blessed each volunteer.  

The Sisters of St. Basil held four English Catechetical 
camps.   In the  Lviv area - Sr. Lucia Murashko from 
Ukraine and Sr. Joann from the USA coordinated 
- overnight camp.  In  Mukachevo (near Uzhhorod) 
- Father Kopyn from Ukraine and Sr. Ann from the 
USA coordinated this overnight camp in the village 



(continued from previous page)
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BASILIAN VOLUNTEER TEAM MISSION TRIP TO UKRAINE

with 38 children and four councilors.  
Sr. Anastasia and Sr. Ann had a camp 
in Ivan Frankivs’k for children in grades 
3-6.  In Zhytomyr,  Sr.  Margareta and 
Sr. Joann conducted a camp.  

Each day the Divine Liturgy was 
celebrated with the children responding 
in English.  The intention at each 
Liturgy was for all who supported this 
endeavor.  A special feature this year 
was the participation of six orphans 
from Eastern Ukraine who traveled to 
the Rudno camp with their councilor.  
Another surprise was the visit of the 
local TV news station that came to do 
a feature on the Mukachevo camp.  
The last week was spent visiting seven 
different orphanages and psychiatric 
institutions. 

On the morning of their departure from Ukraine, Sister Ann and several volunteers visited Saint George 
Cathedral in Lviv and prayed at the tombs of Metropolitan Sheptytsky and Metropolitan Lubachivsky for all 
benefactors, partners in prayer and everyone who had helped make their goodwill trip possible and who 
offered prayers for the team’s fruitful mission and safe return.  

The Sisters and volunteers were ever mindful of Pope Francis’ exhortation calling to mind the works of 
charity of Saint Basil the Great and his sister, Saint Macrina, and heeding the exhortations of Pope Francis 
to reach out to the poor and marginalized.  The Sisters of Saint Basil urge the Faithful to consider taking 
part in the Basilian Volunteer Mission to Ukraine next year, 2017.  

If interested in serving with or supporting the mission, please contact:
Sister Joann Sosler, OSBM
215-379-3998 Ext. 36
vickis@stbasils.com

Sister Ann Laszok, OSBM
412-260-1607
srannl@aol.com

Since 1911 the Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great have served in the United States.  The Sisters 
strive to be a Praying, Healing, Life-Giving Presence in every community they minister, especially in the field 
of education.  Their Motherhouse is in Fox Chase Manor, Pennsylvania, which is just outside Philadelphia.  
The Sisters can be reached by email at province@stbasils.com by telephone at 215-379-3998 and by mail 
at 710 Fox Chase Road, Fox Chase Manor, PA 19046.  Their website is www.stbasils.com
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Byzantine Liturgy at 
St. Edmond’s Church 

in Rehoboth Beach, DE 

Rev. Volodymyr Klanichka pastor of St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Church will celebrate Divine 
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom at St. Edmond’s 
Roman Catholic Church, Rehoboth Beach, DE at 
6:00 PM on Sunday August 28, 2016. 

St. Edmond’s Roman 
Catholic Church 
is located on the 
Intersection of King 
Charles Avenue 
and Laurel Street, 
Rehoboth Beach, 
DE 19971. For 
more information, 
please call at (302) 
762-5511
 

Ss. CYRIL AND METHODIUS UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH, OLYPHANT, PA

6th Annual
“RUMMAGE SALE”

St. Cyril’s Grade School
133 River Street, Olyphant, PA

 
Time: 8:00 a.m-6:00 p.m. 

Friday-23th, Saturday-24th.
Sunday-25th at 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
 SEPTEMBER 23th 24th 25th 2016

Contact Lauren Telep at 570-383-0319 or Rev. Nestor 
Iwasiw 570-489-2271. http://stcyrils.weconnect.com  
Free parking across the Street from St. Cyril’s Church 

on River Street (one-way street), Olyphant.



Feed the Hungry

Once a month on a rotational basis, members of various Faith 
communities come to Camden, to cook a full hot meal from scratch, 
salad to desert, to serve to the poor, destitute, and homeless. One such 
parish community is the Sacred Heart Catholic Church of Camden. 
The hungry, poor, and needy are invited inside when the doors of the 
large dining room are opened. They are each offered seating at the 
neatly arranged tables that are set with place settings and a humble 
center floral arrangement. This all takes place in a large restaurant 
style dining room called “Joseph’s Place”. Everyone here will eat with 
dignity in a warm and welcoming environment. Once everyone is 
seated, (in the upwards of some eighty men, women and children), 
all heads are quietly bow as we all join together to pray the Grace 
Before Meals. Then we the volunteers turn into the table waiters.

Camden, NJ, was once a beautiful and positive place to live and work. 
Many Ukrainians immigrated to and settled in Camden. Our very own 
parish of St. Michael the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church on 
Florence Street was established in Camden. Our Ukrainian people 
took employment in the Campbell Soup Company, RCA Victor, or at 
the ship yards in South Camden. Now, some 80 years afterwards, 
all has changed. All the businesses moved out of town and their 
employees did as well, including our Ukrainian Church community. Camden degenerated into the nation’s 
poorest and most dangerous city in our entire country. Practically every day a serious crime or murder 
happens. Yet many good, poor and broken people somehow manage to continue live there. These are the 
people that Christ asks us to serve.

As I drove through the “battle zones” of Camden on my way to participate in our Catholic Church turn to 
feed and serve the poor, I rode down the filthy streets past numerous burned out houses, abandoned cars, 
and groups of loitering people just hanging out with whiskey bottles in hand. Truly a sad discouraging sight 
to me.  It became very easy for me to become judgmental. Yet Jesus asks us not judge but rather to minister 
and love these very people and on this day the Catholic Church will serve and dine with the poor. It just 
so happened that when I stopped for a traffic light, I casually glanced at the front porch of an abandoned 
corner house with a front porch filled with trash and squalor. And there to my amazement in the midst of 
the mess, dirt, and trash was the life-size statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus looking straight at me almost 
to remind me that Jesus is very much present here too just as much as He is in our comfortable homes and 
beautiful churches. Jesus loves us all.

In the Holy Gospel of the begging, hungry, and poor Lazarus at the doorway of the rich man’s household 
you will recall that after they ail died, the rich man is depicted in the flames of hell, while Lazarus is in the 
joy of Heaven. The rich man didn’t seem to have done anything sinful or wrong. Yet Jesus may be teaching 
us that it’s just as sinful and wrong to pass by the needy people in detached, cold, benign indifference, blind 
to their suffering, sadness, poverty, and simply do nothing to help them. This was exactly the rich man’s sin. 
Jesus said, “When you do this to these the least of my children, you are doing it to me.” Come now and 
receive your heavenly reward.

Rev. Deacon Michael Waak 
June 30, 2016
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UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA 
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2016 

 
 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral  
of the Immaculate Conception  
 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 
 
We invite all our married faithful 
to join with our Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan Soroka to cel-
ebrate their Wedding Anniver-

saries at a Divine Liturgy in our Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception, Sunday, October 16, 2016 at 
11 AM followed by a Banquet in their honor. 
 

Registration Form 

Husband’s name _____________________________________________________________________ 

Wife’s Name  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish   _________________________________________ Phone ____________________________ 

Email ______________________________________ Number of Years Married __________________ 

Number of Guests   ______________________________________________________________________ 

Deadline for Registration October 1, 2016 

Cost:  $50.00 per Anniversary Couple  $30.00 per guest 

Mail to:  Office for Evangelization 827 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, Pa.  19123 

Make checks payable to: Archeparchy of Philadelphia  
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Ukrainian Festival in Perth Amboy, NJ

AUGUST 14, 2016 33

On Saturday, June 25, 2016, throughout the sun filled day, more than 2000 guests, including His Grace, 
Metropolitan Stefan Soroka, Archbishop of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, the 
Honorable Wilda Diaz, Mayor of the City of Perth Amboy, NJ could be seen enjoying themselves, eating 
the delicious Ukrainian food, listening to lively Ukrainian music, socializing with friends and neighbors, and 
enjoying the entertainment of our incredible Ukrainian dance performances at the Fourth Annual Ukraine 
in Festival in Perth Amboy, NJ. The event was a great success and another proof that Assumption Parish 
shines when parishioners work together as one parish family!

Metropolitan Stefan
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The Head of the UGCC in Zarvanytsia asked the youth every day to 
remember those gifts which the Lord our God plentifully gives to us 

Monday, 18 July 2016
  
We as God’s people, 
having come to this 
pilgrimage in Zarvanytsia, 
have a duty this year to 
stand before God and 
solemnly admit great gifts 
and graces which He 
has been doing to our 
people… This was said by 
the Father and Head of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church at the meeting 
with the youth during the 
all-national pilgrimage to 
Zarvanytsia. 

The Primate thanked 
the young people that 
they had accepted the 
invitation to arrive at the 
pilgrimage in Zarvanytsia. 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
remarked that his meeting 
with the youth and the 
all-national pilgrimage to 
Zarvantsia are special and 
they considerably differ 
from the previous ones. 
“For this pilgrimage takes 
place in the year which 
Pope Francis proclaimed 
for the Catholic Church 
in the whole world as 
the Holy Year of God’s 
Mercy,” said the Arch-
hierarch.  He added that in 
all the UGCC Cathedrals 
as well as in Zarvantsia 
the doors of God’s mercy 
are open.

According to the words 
of the UGCC Father and 
Head, in order to receive 
absolution for sins and 

leave this place with untied 
burdens and weaknesses, 
to get God’s treatment 
for our wounds which we 
call God’s mercy, there 
are several conditions. 
“The first and, probably, 
the most important is 
a confession. Because 
what kind of pilgrimage 
is without a confession? 
And then pray in the Holy 
Father’s intention ‘Our 
Father’, ‘Rejoice, Virgin 
Mary’ and enter the Door 
of God’s Mercy which 
is so widely open in the 
Cathedral of Our Lady in 
Zarvanytsia,” he asked. 

The Arch-hierarch believes 
that during the confession 
we would have to admit 
all the bad that we have 
done and at the same 
time solemnly declare 
our response of faith in 
all the good which the 
Lord our God has done 
for us and all of our 
people. “The apex of 
the pilgrimage,” said His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav, “ is 
the Divine Liturgy. But the 
most important moment, 
the apex of the Liturgy is 
our gratefulness to God 
when we thank Him for 
all His kindness. I believe 
we, as God’s people, 
having gathered for this 
pilgrimage in Zarvantsia, 
have an obligation this 
year to stand before God 
and solemnly admit great 
gifts and graces which He 
has been doing to our 

people.”

We always complain, 
observed the spiritual 
leader of the Greek 
Catholics, by saying to 
God what He has not 
yet done for us. Instead, 
in his opinion, this year it 
is principal to remember 
several key historic gifts 
and graces which we 
received from the Lord our 
God. “This year we are 
going to holily celebrate 
25 years of Independence 
of our Motherland. We 
are going to celebrate 
the collapse of the Soviet 
Union – the fall of the Evil 
Empire. Isn’t this God’s 
gift? It is that gift which the 
best sons and daughters 
of our nation wanted to 
see and for which they 
gave (sacrificed)  their 
lives…” asserted the Head 
of the Church. “We must 
protect this gift and be 
ready to give the most 
precious thing that God 
gave to us – our life.” 
…He reminded that today 
numerous media present 
only negative news. “I beg 
you not to yield to those 

suggestions. Recall all the 
good that God has been 
doing to you every day,” 
asked the Primate. He 
asked the young people 
every night before sleep 
to make an examination 
of consciousness: what 
good things did God do 
to me and what did I do – 
more good or evil? “May 
Our Lady, to whom we 
have come today, open 
the Door of Mercy for 
us,” wished His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav.
 
Photos and videos of the 
press-service of Ternopil-
Zboriv Archeparchy

 The UGCC Department 
of Information

http://news.ugcc.ua/en/
news/the_head_of_the_
ugcc_ in_zarvany ts ia_
asked_the_youth_every_
day_to_remember
_those_gifts_which_the_
lord_our_
god_plentifully_gives_to_
us_77195.html
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“One cannot choose good and evil sides simultaneously”, 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav

Tuesday, 26 July 2016
  
The word of God calls us 
to make the right decision 
today – be together with 
Christ. We can truly be 
ourselves, without losing 
our dignity only if we 
choose to follow good, as 
there is no other power 
to overcome evil except 
good.

Father and Head of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav, expressed this 
during his homily to the 
faithful at the Patriarchal 
Cathedral of the 
Resurrection of Christ in 
Kyiv on July 24th, 2016.

The preacher mentioned, 
while we listen to the 
Gospel of Christ’s 
manners and customs on 
the territory of Gadarenes, 
we become witnesses to 
the everlasting resistance, 
deep and ultimate fight 
between good and evil 
– confrontation between 
Jesus Christ full of the 
Holy Spirit and other 
people full of the spirit 
lifted, as though from 
the inside. Jesus Christ 
meets the devil on its own 
territory. Describing this 
confrontation in details, 
evangelist Mathew gives 
us a thoughtful response 
to our own questions and 
search.
“… We can state, explained 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav, 

that the fight for human’s 
freedom and dignity is 
at the center of the fight 
between good and evil. A 
miracle (of driving demons 
out of demoniacs) is what 
Jesus is accomplishing 
today in front of our eyes.  
It is the miracle of healing 
and rescue. This is the 
miracle of restoring dignity 
and freedom in man. Evil 
always enslaves us. Jesus 
teaches us: “everyone 
who commits sin is a slave 
of sin”.

As it was mentioned by 
Head of the Church Jesus 
Christ testified having 
come in order to become  
Savior and give freedom 
to those who follow Him 
uncompromisingly, being 
on the side of good and 
freedom.

“The real freedom is 
nothing but being free 
from evil, an opportunity to 
be free and do everything 
what is pleased with 
God. Through this Gospel 
reading, Jesus Christ 
shows us two different 
choices we have to make 
on our own. Christ says we 
cannot serve two masters, 
choosing both good and 
evil sides simultaneously. 
Everyone has to make 
their own decision”, the 
Head of the Church 
pointed out.

The preacher reminded 
that today our Church 

solemnly commemorates 
Blessed  Princess Olga, 
equal to the apostles. 
“Here, on Kyiv mountains 
we feel her in a very 
special way”, he says. She, 
probably, had enough 
courage and strength to 
go against culture and 
customs of that time. 
Without any doubts, she 
stood up for good, for 
Jesus Christ, made her life 
choice, being baptized. 
Remembering Princess 
Olga’s choice, we hear 
her calling us to become 
winners together with 
Christ, stand on the good 
side, be ourselves, be 
Christians in the modern 
times. She reveals us a 
source of strength and 
victory”, His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav asserted.

The Major-Archbishop 
stressed that we always 
renew baptismal promises 
while we commemorate 
our equal to the apostles 
St. Volodymyr the Great, 
Prince of Rus’ and with 
Blessed  Princess Olga. “I 
call everyone, particularly 

today, on the day of 
remembrance of Saint 
Volodymyr the Great, come 
to our churches and renew 
those promises we made 
through the mediation of 
our godparents on the 
day of our Baptism”, the 
leader of Greek Catholics 
encouraged.

“The grounds of struggle 
Ukrainian people are 
carrying on today is 
nothing but a deep 
struggle between good 
and evil. To have enough 
strength to withstand and 
win, so not to let evil 
rule our land, we must 
take strength from our 
Baptism. Then a grace 
becomes our victory over 
evil in our private life as 
well as modern historical 
moment”, Head of the 
UGCC  assured us. 

h t tp ://news .ugcc .ua/
en/news/one_cannot_
choose_good_and_evil_
sides_simultaneously_his_
beatitude_
sviatoslav_77224.html
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Pope World Youth Day Vigil: Leave your mark on the world

July 30, 2016

(Vatican Radio) More 
than one million young 
pilgrims gathered in the 
Campus Misericordiae 
in Poland to join Pope 
Francis for a prayer vigil 
on Saturday night. 

Vatican Radio’s Lydia 
O’Kane is in Krakow with 
the Pope, and sends this 
report: 

From early on Saturday 
morning, World Youth 
Day (WYD) pilgrims 
caught trams and buses 
from central Krakow to 
bring them as close as 
possible to the Campus 
Misericordiae. From there, 
they walked a further four 
kilometres to get to these 
grounds in order to be 
with the Holy Father at 
this ever popular vigil. 
Some of them carried 
mats to lie on for the long 
evening ahead, while 
others made sure they 
had food supplies to the 
ready. Under the searing 
heat of the sun pilgrims 
protected themselves 
with hats and sunglasses. 
There were also sprinkler 
systems dousing the 
young people with water 
and the voice of a loud 
speaker advised the 
mass of youth to take 
advantage of the zones 
for bottled water.

Once inside, the many 
thousands of young 

people in the camp 
joyously waved flags and 
sang songs, and when 
the Pope arrived, this 
field of pilgrims erupted 
with cheers.

One of the highlights 
of this vigil was when 
the Holy Father walked 
hand in hand with young 
representatives from 5 
continents through an 
especially constructed 
Holy Door made from 
ribbons and wood which 
read, Jesus, I trust in 
You.

Then to their delight and 
their surprise the group 
joined Pope Francis in 
the Pope mobile making 
their way to the especially 
constructed altar, a 
replica of that in Blonia 
Park.

In the second of 5 
themed scenes, a video 
entitled, “hope to those 
discouraged” showed 
different images of 
suffering in the world, 
beginning with the 
bombing of the twin 
towers on 9/11.

Also, during this scene 
a girl from Aleppo in 
Syria spoke just yards 
away from Pope Francis 
about the suffering in her 
country and the pain of 
her Christian compatriots. 
But she said, she and her 
colleagues at the Don 
Bosco centre in the city 

saw the presence of God 
in those who came there.

In another scene, “to 
forgive those who have 
done wrong”, the Holy 
Father and pilgrims 
watched a re-enactment 
of St John Paul’s prison 
visit to forgive the man 
who had made an 
attempt on his life.

When the Pope took to 
the podium, he told the 
over 1 million young 
people present, “we have 
no desire to conquer 
hatred with more hatred, 
violence with more 
violence, terror with more 
terror.  We are here 
today because the Lord 
has called us together.  
Our response to a world 
at war has a name: its 
name is fraternity, its 
name is brotherhood, its 
name is communion, its 
name is family.”

He also encouraged 
them to place before the 
Lord their own “battles”, 
“the interior struggles that 
each of you carries in his 

or her heart” and to build 
bridges of brotherhood.
Reinforcing the remarks 
of earlier this week, the 
Pope said to the pilgrims, 
“we didn’t come into this 
world to “vegetate”, to 
take it easy, to make our 
lives a comfortable sofa 
to fall asleep on.  No, we 
came for another reason: 
to leave a mark.” 

God comes to break down 
all our fences, the Pope 
said.  He comes to open 
the doors of our lives, our 
dreams...”

After a long period of 
reflection and prayer in front 
of the Blessed Eucharist, 
Pope Francis departed 
Campus Misericordiae 
in candlelight, leaving 
the youth of the world to 
continue that experience of 
fraternity and communion 
with music and song well 
into the night.

http://en.radiovaticana.
va/news/2016/07/30/
pope_wyd_vigil_leave_
y o u r _ m a r k _ o n _ t h e _
world/1248194
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“I am with you and support you,” said the Pope to a 
Ukrainian volunteer

30 July 2016

Uliana Zhuravchyk from Ukraine is a 
volunteer and chair of the Ukrainian 
translation section. She was at the 
dinner table with Pope Francis.

The Holy Father observed yet 
another tradition of the World 
Youth Day – received at the lunch 
12 young people: two per each 
continent of the world and two of 
the host country, i.e. from Poland. 
This dinner was held on Saturday 
July 30, 2016, after the Mass that 
the Pope celebrated with priests, 
religious and seminarians.

The lunch was held in a sincere, homely atmosphere of total joy and many selfies. Young people had the 
opportunity to ask the4 Pope questions with all the spontaneity, to which he answered very specifically and 
yet deeply. The lunch with the Pope Francis ended with a joint prayer.

The representative of Ukraine, taking advantage of this opportunity, talked with Pope Francis. In particular, 
she raised the issue, which all Ukrainian are concerned about so much today, and especially the young, 
who live in the affected country: war in the East.

“I thanked the Pope for his support for Ukraine,” Uliana said, “in particular, for that Catholic collection of 
funds for Ukraine, because there is a war going on. It is known that we live in difficult times, the war is 
ongoing about which Cardinal Parolin said that this is war everyone keeps silent about. The world is silent 
about this war, and it continues. I did not tell this to the Pope, but said I cordially thank him so that he knew 
that we remember that. Ukrainian youth, our volunteers when they knew that I was going to lunch with the 
Pope, asked me to tell him we need his fatherly words, always look at him and want him to support us. In 
these difficult times his word is the most for us to feel loved and knew what he remembers about us. I invited 
him to Ukraine. Then the Pope looked at me warmly, emotionally, with great love, and asked to convey 
to Ukrainians, including Ukrainian youth that he is with us, he really is with us and he supports us. He then 
recalled the years of his youth as he was brought by bishop Stefan Czmil. The Pope knows well the Greek 
Catholic rite. In the end, when we approached the Pope on each rosary and he blessed everyone, and 
I was the nearest holding an icon of the Virgin Mary “Doors of Mercy.” I asked, the Pope to bless it for 
Ukrainian youth; he blessed. As soon as I came to him, he greeted me with a Ukrainian Christian greeting: 
“Glory to Jesus Christ.” This was reported by  CREDO that cited Vatican Radio.

http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/ukraine_and_world/international_relations



Homily for Mass at the Shrine of St. John Paul II

July 30, 2016

(Vatican Radio) On 
Saturday morning, at the 
Sanctuary of St John Paul 
II in Krakow, Pope Francis 
offered the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass for priests, 
religious men and women, 
consecrated persons, and 
seminarians.

Below, please find the 
prepared text of the 
Pope’s homily for the 
Mass: 

The words of the Gospel 
we have just heard (cf. Jn 
20:19-31) speak to us of 
a place, a disciple and a 
book.

The place is where the 
disciples gathered on 
the evening of Easter; 
we read only that its 
doors were closed (cf. v. 
19).  Eight days later, the 
disciples were once more 
gathered there, and the 
doors were still shut (cf. v. 
26).  Jesus enters, stands 
in their midst and brings 
them his peace, the Holy 
Spirit and the forgiveness 
of sins: in a word, God’s 
mercy.  Behind those 
closed doors there 
resounds Jesus’ call to his 
followers: “As the Father 
has sent Me, so I send 
you” (v. 21).

Jesus sends.  From the 
beginning, he wants his 
to be a Church on the 
move, a Church that goes 

out into the world.  And 
he wants it to do this just 
as He did.  He was not 
sent into the world by the 
Father to wield power, 
but to take the form of 
a slave (cf. Phil  2:7); He 
came not “to be served, 
but to serve” (Mk  10:45) 
and to bring the Good 
News (cf. Lk 4:18).  In the 
same way, His followers 
are sent forth in every age.  
The contrast is striking: 
whereas the disciples had 
closed the doors out of 
fear, Jesus sends them 
out on mission.  He wants 
them to open the doors 
and go out to spread 
God’s pardon and peace, 
with the power of the Holy 
Spirit.

This call is also addressed 
to us.  How can we fail to 
hear its echo in the great 
appeal of Saint John Paul 
II: “Open the doors”?  
Yet, in our lives as priests 
and consecrated persons, 
we can often be tempted 
to remain enclosed, out 
of fear or convenience, 
within ourselves and in 
our surroundings.  But 
Jesus directs us to a one-
way street: that of going 
forth from ourselves.  It is 
a one-way trip, with no 
return ticket.  It involves 
making an exodus from 
ourselves, losing our 
lives for his sake (cf. Mk 
8:35) and setting out on 
the path of self-gift.  Nor 
does Jesus like journeys 
made halfway, doors half-

closed, lives lived on two 
tracks.  He asks us to pack 
lightly for the journey, to 
set out renouncing our 
own security, with him 
alone as our strength.
In other words, the life of 
Jesus’ closest disciples, 
which is what we are 
called to be, is shaped by 
concrete love, a love, in 
other words, marked by 
service and availability.  
It is a life that has no 
closed spaces or private 
property for our own use.  
Those who choose to 
model their entire life on 
Jesus no longer choose 
their own places; they 
go where they are sent, 
in ready response to the 
one who calls.  They do 
not even choose their 
own times.  The house 
where they live does not 
belong to them, because 
the Church and the world 
are the open spaces of 
their mission.  Their wealth 
is to put the Lord in the 
midst of their lives and 
to seek nothing else for 
themselves.  So they flee 

the satisfaction of being at 
the center of things; they 
do not build on the shaky 
foundations of worldly 
power, or settle into the 
comforts that compromise 
evangelization.  They do 
not waste time planning 
a secure future, lest they 
risk becoming isolated 
and gloomy, enclosed 
within the narrow walls of 
a joyless and desperate 
self-centerdness.  Finding 
their happiness in the 
Lord, they are not content 
with a life of mediocrity, 
but burn with the desire 
to bear witness and reach 
out to others.  They love 
to take risks and to set 
out, not limited to trails 
already blazed, but 
open and faithful to the 
paths pointed out by the 
Spirit.  Rather than just 
getting by, they rejoice to 
evangelize.

Secondly, today’s 
Gospel presents us with 
the one disciple who 

(continued on next page)
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is named: Thomas.  In 
his hesitation and his 
efforts to understand, this 
disciple, albeit somewhat 
stubborn, is a bit like us 
and we find him likeable.  
Without knowing it, he 
gives us a great gift: he 
brings us closer to God, 
because God does not 
hide from those who seek 
him.  Jesus shows Thomas 
his glorious wounds; he 
makes him touch with 
his hand the infinite 
tenderness of God, the 
vivid signs of how much 
He suffered out of love 
for humanity.
For us who are disciples, 
it is important to put our 
humanity in contact with 
the flesh of the Lord, to 
bring to him, with complete 
trust and utter sincerity, 
our whole being.  As 
Jesus told Saint Faustina, 
he is happy when we 
tell him everything: he is 
not bored with our lives, 
which he already knows; 
he waits for us to tell him 
even about the events 
of our day (cf. Diary, 6 
September 1937).  That 
is the way to seek God: 
through prayer that is 
transparent and unafraid 
to hand over to him our 
troubles, our struggles 
and our resistance.  
Jesus’ heart is won over 
by sincere openness, 
by hearts capable of 
acknowledging and 
grieving over their 
weakness, yet trusting 
that precisely there God’s 

mercy will be active. 
What does Jesus ask of 
us?  He desires hearts 
that are truly consecrated, 
hearts that draw life 
from His forgiveness 
in order to pour it out 
with compassion on our 
brothers and sisters.  
Jesus wants hearts that 
are open and tender 
towards the weak, never 
hearts that are hardened.  
He wants docile and 
transparent hearts that 
do not dissimulate 
before those whom the 
Church appoints as our 
guides.  Disciples do not 
hesitate to ask questions, 
they have the courage 
to face their misgivings 
and bring them to the 
Lord, to their formators 
and superiors, without 
calculations or reticence.  
A faithful disciple engages 
in constant watchful 
discernment, knowing 
that the heart must be 
trained daily, beginning 
with the affections, to flee 
every form of duplicity in 
attitudes and in life.

The Apostle Thomas, 
at the conclusion of his 
impassioned quest, not 
only came to believe 
in the resurrection, but 
found in Jesus his life’s 
greatest treasure, his 
Lord.  He says to Jesus: 
“My Lord and my God!” 
(v. 28).  We would do well 
each day to pray these 
magnificent words, and to 
say to the Lord: You are 

my one treasure, the path 
I must follow, the core of 
my life, my all.
The final verse of today’s 
Gospel speaks of a book: 
it is the Gospel that, we 
are told, does not contain 
all the many other signs 
that Jesus worked (v. 30).  
After the great sign of His 
mercy, we could say that 
there is no longer a need 
to add another.  Yet one 
challenge does remain.  
There is room left for 
the signs needing to be 
worked by us, who have 
received the Spirit of love 
and are called to spread 
mercy.  It might be said 
that the Gospel, the living 
book of God’s mercy 
that must be continually 
read and reread, still 
has many blank pages 
left.  It remains an open 
book that we are called 
to write in the same style, 
by the works of mercy we 
practice.  Let me ask you 
this: What are the pages 
of your books like?  Are 
they blank?  May the 
Mother of God help us 
in this.  May she, who 
fully welcomed the word 
of God into her life (cf. 
Lk  8:20-21), give us the 
grace to be living writers 
of the Gospel.  May our 
Mother of Mercy teach us 
how to take concrete care 
of the wounds of Jesus in 
our brothers and sisters 
in need, those close at 
hand and those far away, 
the sick and the migrant, 
because by serving those 

who suffer we honor 
the flesh of Christ.  May 
the Virgin Mary help 
us to spend ourselves 
completely for the good 
of the faithful entrusted to 
us, and to show concern 
for one another as true 
brothers and sisters in the 
communion of the Church, 
our Holy Mother.

Dear brothers and sisters, 
each of us holds in his or 
her heart a very personal 
page of the book of God’s 
mercy.  It is the story of 
our own calling, the voice 
of the love that attracted 
us and transformed our 
life, leading us to leave 
everything at his word and 
to follow Him (cf. Lk 5:11).  
Today let us gratefully 
rekindle the memory of 
His call, which is stronger 
than any resistance 
and weariness on our 
part.  As we continue 
this celebration of the 
Eucharist, the center of 
our lives, let us thank the 
Lord for having entered 
through our closed doors 
with His mercy, for calling 
us, like Thomas, by name, 
and for giving us the 
grace to continue writing 
His Gospel of love. 

http://en.radiovaticana.
va/news/2016/07/30/
homily_for_mass_at_the_
shrine_of_st_john_paul_
ii__full_text/1247957

Homily for Mass at the Shrine of St. John Paul II
(continued from previous page)
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Pope Francis at Angelus: Panama to host WYD 2019

July 31, 2016 

(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis on Sunday announced that Panama 
is to host the 2019 edition of World Youth Day. He made the 
announcement at the conclusion of the closing Mass for WYD 
Krakow 2016, just ahead of the Angelus prayer.

At the conclusion of this celebration, I join all of you in thanking 
God, the Father of infinite mercy, for allowing us to experience 
this World Youth Day.  I thank Cardinal Dziwisz and Cardinal 
Rylko for their kind words and especially for the work and prayer 
with which they have prepared for this event.  I also thank all 
those who have contributed to its successful outcome.  Also, a 
big word of thanks goes to you, dear young people!  You filled 
Krakow with the contagious enthusiasm of your faith.  Saint John 
Paul II has rejoiced from heaven, and he will help you spread 
the joy of the Gospel everywhere.

In these days, we have experienced the beauty of our universal 
fraternity in Christ, the center and hope of our lives.  We have heard His voice, the voice of the Good 
Shepherd who dwells in our midst.  He has spoken to each of you in your heart.  He has renewed you by 
His love and He has shown you the light of His forgiveness, the power of His grace.  He has made you 
experience the reality of prayer.  These days have given you a spiritual “breath of fresh air” that will help 
you live lives of mercy once you return to your own countries and communities.

Here, beside the altar, is the image of the Virgin Mary venerated by Saint John Paul II in the shrine of 
Kalwaria.  Mary, our Mother, teaches us how we can make our experience here in Poland be productive.  
She tells us to do what she did: not to squander the gift you have received, but to treasure it in your heart so 
it can grow and bear fruit, with the help of the Holy Spirit.  In this way, each of you, for all your limitations 
and failings, can be a witness to Christ wherever you live: at home, in your parishes, in your associations 
and groups, and your places of study, work, service, entertainment… wherever God’s providence will lead 
you.

God’s providence is always one step ahead of us.  Think: it has already determined the next stop in this 
great pilgrimage begun in 1985 by Saint John Paul II!  So now I am happy to announce that the next World 
Youth Day – after the two that will be held on the diocesan level – will take place in 2019 in Panama.

Trusting in the intercession of Mary, let us ask the Holy Spirit to enlighten and sustain the journey of young 
people in the Church and in the world, and make you disciples and witnesses to God’s mercy.

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2016/07/31/pope_francis_at_angelus_panama_to_host_wyd_
2019/1248258



Gospel in Old Church Slavonic during the WYD

During three central events of the World Youth Day, the 
Gospel was read in Polish and Old Church Slavonic. This is 
a way to underline the importance of Eastern Churches in 
Europe, Rev. Grzegorz Nazar tells the Polish Press Agency 
(PAP).

The Old Church Slavonic language was heard during the 
opening ceremony of the World Youth Day, during the 
welcome of the pope and during the missive service at the 
Misericordiae Campus in Brzegi.

“The aim is to show a large spectrum of the Catholic 
Church in Europe,” the PAP is told by Rev. Nazar, who is 
responsible for the relations with Eastern Catholic Churches within the WYD Organising Committee.

Within the frames of the Catholic Church, the Roman Catholic Church and 23 Eastern Churches operate under 
the supreme authority of the pope. The latter ones are divided into five traditions, including the Byzantine, 
which is the most common one in Europe. The Greek-Catholic Churches belong to that latter tradition.

“All Slavic nations faithful to the Byzantine tradition have used the Old Church Slavonic language in their 
liturgies,” Rev. Grzegorz Nazar explains.

Eastern-rite Catholic Churches differ from the Roman Catholic Church in liturgy, calendar, laws, number of 
fasts, but they do not differ in dogmas or sacraments.

The Gospel texts which were read in the Krakow Blonia Field and at the Misericordiae Campus were a faithful 
translation from Polish into Old Church Slavonic. On July 26 and 31, the texts were read by deacons, whereas 
on July 28, by a priest. The readings were preceded and concluded with the singing of Mikhail Werbycki 
Choir from Przemysl.

The Byzantine Church’s liturgy has got the character of a mystery, it is more dynamic, and the congregation 
participates actively, engaging itself a lot in experiencing the celebration. Those who celebrate the liturgy are 
not static, they go before the iconostasis a few times during the liturgy. The Byzantine rite does not use the 
term Mass, but liturgy (from the Greek word leiturgia – “common work”).

According to Rev. Nazar, it is not accidental that parts of liturgy in Old Church Slavonic have been included 
in the celebrations during the World Youth Day. “The Pope is coming to Poland, a country situated near the 

territories on which Apostles to the Slavs, Cyril 
and Methodius, were active centuries ago,” Rev. 
Nazar says. “I think the idea is to make people 
interested. It is an enticement  for the young people 
who want to get to know  eastern-rite liturgy,” he 
adds. (PAP)

Adapted from an article on: http://www.
pope2016.com/en/wyd-2016/popes-vis i t/
news,489141,gospel-in-old-church-slavonic-
during-the-wyd.html

Gospel being proclaimed in Old Church 
Slavonic during World Youth Day.

Choir singing in Old Church Slavonic during 
World Youth Day in Poland.
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Cardinal Lubomyr Husar becomes the first laureate of the 
International Ivan Franko Prize

8 August 2016
 
His Beatitude Lubomyr Husar, former head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church was awarded a 
new international prize in the field of social and human sciences and Ukrainian Studies.

The International Prize named after Ivan Franko was won by Archbishop Emeritus and former Head 
of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church Lubomyr (Husar) as the author of scientific monograph 
“Sheptytsky, Metropolitan of Galicia (1901-1944), a forerunner of ecumenism,” published in Lviv in 
2015. The amount of the prize fund is a half and a million UAH.

The prize winner was announced on August 5 at the University of Vienna. Representatives of the 
International Franko Fund reported that Lubomyr (Husar) won among the 14 nominees for the 
award.

The International Prize named after Ivan Franko, which in 2015 was established by the grandson 
of Ivan Franko, Roland Franko, confirms honorary recognition of scientific discoveries, significant 
achievements and merits of scholars in the social sciences and Ukrainian Studies.

The Ceremony of Award for Lubomyr (Husar) is scheduled to be held on August 27 in Drohobych. It 
was reported by the Information Department of the UGCC

http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/catholics/ugcc/64178/


