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Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God
celebrate 50th Anniversary in Philadelphia

Photo l to r (Front row): Sr. Thomas, MSMG, Sr. Martin, MSMG, Sr.Yosaphata, MSMG,
Mother Evhenia, MSMG, Sr. Timothea, MSMG, and Sr. Maria, MSMG. (Back row): Fr. Walter
Pasicznyk, Deacon Michael Waak, Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka, and Fr. Joseph
Szupa. (Photo: Teresa Siwak)
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On June 26, 2016,
the Missionary Sisters
of the Mother of God
celebrated their 50th
Anniversary of their arrival
in Philadelphia. A Divine
Liturgy was celebrated
at the Ukrainian Catholic
Cathedral
of
the
Immaculate Conception,
Philadelphia, PA with
Metropolitan-Archbishop
Stefan
Soroka,
Fr.
Joseph Szupa, Fr. Walter
Pasicznyk and Deacon
Michael Waak.
In the homily offered by
Metropolitan-Archbishop
Stefan
Soroka
he
said, “Your ministry as
Missionary Sisters of the
Mother of God shines like
the sun outdoors, with its
golden rays extending

upon the entire Church
and upon all its clergy
and faithful. Today we
celebrate your golden
anniversary of ministry in
Philadelphia. We thank
you and we rejoice with
you on your many gracefilled accomplishments.”
A reception was held in the
Cathedral Hall following
the Divine Liturgy. The
prayer was offered by
Metropolitan-Archbishop
Stefan Soroka.
The
Toastmaster
was
Fr.
Paul Makar, Pastor of
St. Michael’s Church
in Cherry Hill, NJ. Fr.
Joseph Szupa served as
the Master of Ceremonies
and offered the main
address.
Personal
Expressions of Gratitude

were given by Roma
Sawchyn, Fr. Paul Makar,
and Walter and Mary
Fedorin.
The children
who were gathered at
the event, including past
and present Catechism
students, presented the
Missionary Sisters with
flowers.
Mother Evhenia Prusnay,
MSMG,
offered
a
Personal
Address
recalling the moment
the Missionary Sisters
arrived in Philadelphia
fifty years ago on
September 4, 1965. She
said how they traveled
by train from Stamford,
CT and arrived early in
the morning, carrying
all their belongings in a
few suitcases.
Before

they could even unpack,
their founder Archbishop
Ambrose
Senyshyn,
offered a Divine Liturgy
of Thanksgiving for them
in a temporary chapel,
and so their work in
Philadelphia began with
prayer.
The reception concluded
with Mother Evhenia
and
the
Missionary
Sisters leading everyone
in singing “Під твою
милость” (We Fly to Thy
Patronage.)

Watch
videos
from
the anniversary on our
YouTube Channel.
h t t p s : / / w w w .
youtube.com/user/
thewayukrainian/videos

(Photo: Teresa Siwak)
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Metropolitan Stefan’s Homily Celebrating the 50th Anniversary
of Missionary Sisters of Mother of God in Philadelphia
Слава Ісусу Христу!
Today’s world is filled with many people who
question authority of all kinds. Is there anyone in
charge? Is there anyone with the kind of authority
we can trust? Is there anyone who can tell us what
life is all about and exactly what is expected of us?
Is there anyone who speaks with authority?
We heard the answer to these questions in today’s
Gospel (Mt 9:1-6). When the scribes balk at Jesus’
authority to forgive the sins of the paralytic, Jesus
heals the paralytic. Jesus saw anger in the crowd
and challenged them to question themselves why
they were harboring anger and doubt. Jesus tells
them it is easier to be positive, to be a healing instrument of God. The effect on the crowd was that they
were amazed. They praised God. They came to peace within themselves and with others.
All authority proceeds from God. Jesus is God. People marveled at the authority Jesus exercised over the
winds and waves. They were amazed at the control He had over unclean spirits. Jesus spoke with authority.
With authority, He called people to follow Him. In His Resurrection, Jesus reveals His authority.
The authority of Jesus is always exercised with greatest love. For example, Zacchaeus was a man filled
with guilt. Yet, Jesus calls him by name and invites Himself over to be a guest at Zacchaeus’ house. Jesus
claimed to be the Son of God – yet, He took children into His arms and blessed them. Jesus claimed to
be the Lord of the universe, yet He was always bearing people’s burdens, helping them and healing them.
Jesus exercised His authority with the greatest love. And He expects those who exercise authority today
– parents, teachers, government and civic officials, religious sisters, bishops and priests, parishioners in
leadership roles – all of us are called to exercise authority with love.
Our Holy Father recently said that we are hypocrites if we place ourselves in the place of God and judge
others. He observed that our human judgment lacks mercy. When God judges, He judges with mercy. The
Pope said that it is for us to love, to understand, to pray for others when we see that things are not good.
The Pope invites you and me to talk kindly to others so that they may learn from their mistakes.
People who are not judgmental; who speak kindly to others and encourage others to better behavior;
people who are not characterized by anger and distrust; people who by the way they live exude love
and gratitude in their lives, especially to almighty God – such people speak with authority amidst us by
their words and with their actions. We tend to place trust in them. They call us to a higher standard of
behavior.
Does this not aptly characterize those whom we honor today – the Missionary Sisters of the Mother of
God? They are consecrated religious women who are not judgmental. They speak kindly to others, always
encouraging people to better behavior, to a deeper love for God. They are not people who express
(continued on next page)
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Metropolitan Stefan’s Homily Celebrating the 50th Anniversary
of Missionary Sisters of Mother of God in Philadelphia
(continued from previous page)

anger, even in challenging times.
They are holy women, women of
prayer. They are people of God.
They strive to influence others by
the example of their hard work,
prayer, devotion, and kind words
of encouragement. They are
women in whom we have placed
great trust. These Sisters reveal
to you and to me the authority
of God in the manner in which they endeavor to live out their call to serve God in their vocation as
consecrated religious women.
Today, we have gathered to express gratitude to almighty God and to the Missionary Sisters of the Mother
of God for their ministry in Philadelphia for these past fifty years. The late Archbishop Bohachevsky and the
late then Bishop Ambrose Senyshyn founded this religious community of religious sisters in Stamford over
73 yrs ago. Archbishop Senyshyn then invited the Sisters to Philadelphia over 50 yrs ago to begin ministry
here. It is their ministry in Philadelphia on which we are focusing on in today’s celebration.
And how might you and I characterize the ministry of the Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God in these
past 50 years? It has been very diverse in nature. They began with founding a nursery school from which
many here are graduates. Hundreds of young children received invaluable formation in prayer, discipline,
joyful play, fraternity, and love of God as they participated in the nursery program run by the Missionary
Sisters of the Mother of God. Many more benefited from the catechism instruction, and preparation for
their Mysteries of Reconciliation and Solemn Communion. The Sisters showed great courage in letting
go of the nursery when they came to realize that the demands exceeded their ability to provide quality
care for the children. The Sisters were then instrumental with me in the founding and development of
the ‘Treasury of Faith’ Museum. Historic religious artifacts have been preserved and put on meaningful
display. The Sisters use this medium to provide instruction of the faith and of the traditions of our Church
to museum visitors from all parts of the world. The Sisters have also looked after the successive hierarchs
of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia, showing great loyalty and love for the leadership of the Church. They
readily allowed themselves to be God’s instruments in providing for the needs of His Church. They do with
it without question. They do it from their hearts of love for God and His Holy Church.
And just how did these good Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God accomplish all these wonderful
challenges? We need only to remind ourselves of what we heard in today’s Epistle reading of S. Paul to
the Romans (Rom 12:6-14). We could easily say it was a letter to the Missionary Sisters of the Mother of
God and to all of us.
Saint Paul so beautifully recognizes that we all have very different gifts. He speaks of the gift of prophecy,
of ministering, of teaching, of being generous, of being merciful with our cheerfulness. Each of the Sisters
differs in their respective gifts. Yet, they journey as one body. Their tasks could not be accomplished
alone. They needed one another. We need one another. There is a special power in community prayer
and combined ministry. This is something which our Blessed Mother of God particularly models for us. She
(continued on next page)
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Metropolitan Stefan’s Homily Celebrating the 50th Anniversary
of Missionary Sisters of Mother of God in Philadelphia
(continued from previous page)

gathers her children and gives comfort and direction. It is our Blessed Mother who engenders that power
of oneness in our love and praise of her Son, Jesus Christ. The Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God
were enabled to accomplish so much because they prayed, worshipped and ministered as one spiritual
family, one body in the service of God’s Holy Church.
St. Paul speaks of the qualities which we are called to practice in our life. He calls us to be sincere in our
love; to covet what is good; to love one another with mutual affection; to give honor to others; to rejoice
in hope; to persevere in prayer; and to bless those who offend you. He advises us not to grow slack in
zeal, to be fervent in spirit and to serve the Lord. These are qualities you and I can exercise regardless of
the gifts we are endowed with. These are qualities which you and I can easily see in the life and ministry
of the Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God. In spite of differing challenges, they have continued to be
zealous and fervent in spirit as they serve the Lord. The Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God give us
example to emulate in our life of service of God.
Mother Evhenia, and the dear Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God who have so joyfully and with such
immense dedication ministered within Philadelphia and the surrounding areas – we express our heartfelt
appreciation to you for your exceptional example of love and service of God. We thank you for your
unconditional “YES” to the Lord and to His Church in the footsteps of the Mother of God whom you emulate
in your life as consecrated religious women. We thank you for your revealing in the integrity of your
ministry the authoritative power of God.
We pray for the health and well-being of all the Sisters, and especially for your continued rich contentment
in your ministry as consecrated religious women serving in the footsteps of the Mother of God. We pray for
your salvation as you strive to pray and lead others to salvation with your generous and zealous ministry.
We also especially pray for women to follow in your footsteps. Our earthly life culminates as we return
home to the heavenly Father. In just a few short years, our Church here in Philadelphia will be left with no
active consecrated religious Sisters in active ministry. What will we be like as a Church without consecrated
religious women amidst us? Who will reveal to us the maternal love of our heavenly Father when there
are no consecrated religious sisters available to teach, to guide, and to lead us in devotion? Please pray
for vocations to the religious sisters’ communities. We ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to us what is required
of all of us in the Church to foster and to nurture women to respond to the call to give exemplary witness
to God’s love for all.
Fifty years have passed quickly. Your ministry as Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God shines like the sun
outdoors, with its golden rays extending upon the entire Church and upon all its clergy and faithful. Today
we celebrate your golden anniversary of ministry in Philadelphia. We thank you and we rejoice with you
on your many grace-filled accomplishments. Rejoice and be glad for God’s favor has been with you and
upon all whom you have served.
We hold you in high esteem. We love you. We pray for you.
God grant you, Mother Evhenia and to all of the Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God many blessed
and happy years of continued love and service of God in the footsteps of the Mother of God.
Слава Ісусу Христу!
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Mother Evhenia Prusnay, MSMG - Jubilee Speech
Glory to Jesus Christ!
Your Grace, Archbishop
Stefan Soroka, Very
Reverend
Fathers,
Deacon,
Venerable
Sisters,
Cathedral
Parishioners, our former
kindergarten & preschool students and
families, dear relatives,
good
friends,
and
devoted
Committee
Members: We sincerely
thank each one of
you, for so graciously
honoring us with your
presence here today at
our Jubilee celebration,
commemorating
the
50th Anniversary of our
Congregation’s arrival
in Philadelphia.
It is
both an honor and a
joy to welcome each
one of you, and to have
prayed together with
you at the Divine Liturgy
on this special day.
Indeed, “This is the day
the Lord has made, let
us rejoice and be glad
in it.” Words are not
sufficient to express the
overwhelming goodness
of God for giving us fifty
blessed years to serve
Him here in Philadelphia
– the city of brotherly
love! We are overcome
with a deep sense of
gratitude to Jesus &
Mary for Their on-going
love & protection, and
for all of you who are
here with us today to
share in our joy.

JULY 24, 2016

Our sisters began their
mission in Philadelphia
on September 4, 1965.
The convent on Franklin
& Brown Street had
been newly built for us
and there was still a lot
of unfinished work to
be done. We traveled
by train from Stamford,
CT and arrived early in
the morning, carrying
all our belongings in a
few suitcases.
Before
we could even unpack,
our founder Archbishop
Ambrose
Senyshyn,
directed us upstairs to
our temporary chapel,
where he offered a Divine
Liturgy of Thanksgiving,
and so our work here
began with prayer and
so it continues.
That first day, after the
Divine Liturgy we were
looking
forward
to
having a good breakfast,
only to discover that our
kitchen was completely
unfurnished, all we had
to cook on was a plugin the wall hot plate with
a double-burner, which
was set up in one of
the empty bedrooms.
We boiled our water
for coffee in a small
saucepan, which was the
only pot we had been
able to fit into our travel
bags, and which was all
we had to cook with for
the first few weeks. So
you can imagine what a
delightful surprise it was

Mother Evhenia Prusnay, MSMG, during her
speech on June 26, 2016.
when the Sister Servants
rang our doorbell later
that
afternoon,
and
welcomed us with a fully
cooked meal of pot roast
with all the trimmings.
We were so grateful to
the Sisters for this act
of charity and for their
many kind gestures over
the years. At the time,
they were completely
unaware
of
our
predicament, so we truly
believe it was the Holy
Spirit Who prompted
their then house superior,
Sr.
Jacqueline,
to
prepare such a delicious
welcome.
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responsibilities.
As
difficult as it seemed,
somehow we managed
to get by from day to day,
and with God’s help we
learned to live through
thick and thin. Our spirits
were really lifted, when
two or so weeks after we
had arrived, we saw the
long awaited milk truck
pull up in front of our
house. It was driven by
none other than Father
Basil Losten, who had
borrowed it from his
family’s dairy farm, and
it was loaded with much
needed furnishings that
he had brought to us
from our Motherhouse in
Stamford. Unfortunately,
our stove did not arrive
until Christmas time.

The pioneer years, of
any new endeavor, are
as usual, quite difficult.
It took us time to get
adjusted to a new Needless to say, we
environment, to changes were unable to open
in our daily schedule
and to our many new (continued on next page)

Mother Evhenia Prusnay, MSMG - Jubilee Speech
(continued from previous page)

our nursery school until
the following year. In
the mean time we kept
busy sewing curtains,
preparing for the nursery
school and cleaning up
after the workmen. On
September 7, 1966,
the blessed day finally
came, when Sr. Nadia,
Sr. Vasilia, and myself,
welcomed the very first
students to the Nativity of
the Infant Jesus nursery
school. There were seven
children present that
first day: Maria Smoliy,
Christopher
Shopa,
Dmetro Kulchitsky, Daria
Myr, Natalka Dzindura,
and
the
Wikarchuk
twins, Maria (Myna) and
Stephanie. By Christmas
seven more students had
registered, and the rest is
history.

Parish children present the Missionary Sisters with flowers.

speaking children began
to attend our nursery, we
had to switch to English.
However, we continued
to teach all the children
the Ukrainian alphabet,
as
well
as
many
Ukrainian prayers, songs
and traditions. In fact,
every day after lunch we
would take the children to
The first ten years, only our Chapel to visit Jesus,
Ukrainian was spoken and one of their favorite
and taught at the prayers was the ‘Anhele
nursery, then as more Bozje’, the prayer to our
& more non-Ukrainian guardian angel. I wonder
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how many of you here
today still remember how
to pray it? We have so
many precious memories
of all the children whom
we’ve been privileged
to teach over the years,
but there’s something
you need to know, what
we remember most is
the love we shared, and
which we still feel so
strongly through your
presence here today.

who
is
canonically
speaking, our Major
Superior.
Our Sisters
have therefore always
sought to be of assistance
to our church hierarchy
by cooking their meals,
doing
their
laundry
and performing various
household chores. Since
1965, we have been
privileged, not only to
have worked with five
different Metropolitans,
but to have also enjoyed
There is a rather unique their confidence, and to
aspect of our have had the opportunity
apostolate that to pray with them daily
I would now at the Divine Liturgy.
like to mention,
which arises Over
the
years,
from the fact our Community has
that we are continually
found
a
Diocesan ways to minister to the
Congregation. needs of the greater
This means that Ukrainian
Catholic
we are directly Church,
especially
r e s p o n s i b l e through prayer, but also
to
the
A r c h b i s h o p , (continued on next page)

Mother Evhenia Prusnay, MSMG - Jubilee Speech
(continued from previous page)

by baking prosphora
for numerous parishes,
sponsoring
women’s
retreats,
cantoring,
sewing church linens,
conducting
catechism
classes, helping at the
chancery, and most
recently
managing
the Treasury of Faith
Museum. Though small
in number, with God’s
help, Mary’s love, and
the wonderful support
of our clergy, and all
of you, our dear friends
and benefactors, we
offer profound thanks
for all that has been
accomplished
during
these 50 golden years
of service! On behalf
of all the members of
Mother Evhenia leads everyone in singing the closing hymn “Під
the Missionary Sisters of
твою милость” (We fly to Thy Patronage.) (Photo: Teresa Siwak)
the Mother of God, we
promise our continued
heartfelt prayers for
each one of you and
your families; and we
beg Almighty God and
Our Most Heavenly
Mother to bless and
reward you as only they
can for honoring us in
such a special way at
this beautiful Jubilee
celebration! We Love
You and we thank you!
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Saint Anna,
The Mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(July 25th)
Saint Anna was chosen by
God to be the mother of
the Blessed Virgin Mary.
The name Anna means
grace, gracious loving.
We believe these words
described Saint Anna.
She is said to have been
married to Saint Joachim.
Both Saint Joachim and
Saint Anna were good,
devout people who
loved God and kept His
commandments. When
Saint Anna was an older
woman, the Blessed
Virgin Mary was born to
her. Mary was Joachim
and Anna’s only child.
They must have had
many happy years taking
care of their daughter.
Saint Anna taught her
little child about God,
how to love and praise
Him. Tradition tells us
that when the Blessed
Virgin Mary was about
three years old, She was
brought to the temple
by Her parents to be
educated and to serve

God. It must have been
after school and between
school terms that Saint
Anna continued to teach
Mary. There are many
pictures painted by artists
which show Saint Anna
teaching her daughter to
read.

many years. Today at the
beginning of each Divine
Liturgy, the priest recites
these words as he prays
at the small table in the
sanctuary which is called
a Proskomidiynyk: “Of
the holy and righteous
forefathers
of
God,
Joachim and Anna.” In
We do not know for this way particular honor
certain if Saint Anna is given to the parents of
was living when Jesus the Blessed Virgin Mary.
was born. If she was
alive, then we can In various parts of the
imagine how much joy world, people have
she must have felt to be special love for Saint
the grandmother of Our Anna. They pray to her
Lord, holding Him in her faithfully. Through the
arms, and helping to years, many miracles
take care of Him.
are said to have taken
place in answer to their
We think that Saint Anna prayers.
was an elderly woman
when she died and Just as God gave the
her soul went to God. Blessed Virgin Mary a
Our Ukrainian Catholic mother to love and teach
Church has observed Her as She was growing
the day of her final up, so He has done for
falling asleep, called the each person. A mother
Dormition of Saint Anna, will do her best to love
the Mother of the Blessed and take good care
Virgin Mary, for many, of her children. In the

United States of America
one day each year is set
aside to honor mothers.
On Mother’s Day we do
things which show our
love for our mother. But
since a mother cares for
her children every day,
we should each day find
a special way to say, “I
love you” to our mother.
Our Saints, MSMG

Due to the quantity of news received in July, we decided to do this
July 24, 2016 issue of “The Way” during our summer break.
The next issue of “The Way” will be August 14, 2016.
Thank you.
JULY 24, 2016
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OBITUARY OF THE VERY REVEREND JOSEPH T. SZUPA
MAY 12, 1965-JULY 10, 2016
The Very Reverend Joseph
T. Szupa, 51, suddenly
fell asleep in the Lord,
Sunday, July 10, 2016.
He had just concluded
the 11 am Divine Liturgy
at the Ukrainian Catholic
Cathedral
of
the
Immaculate Conception,
Philadelphia, where he
served as rector since
July 1, 2015.

matriculation at The
Catholic
University
of America and was
awarded a Bachelor
of Sacred Theology
degree and completed
the program of priestly
formation
at
St.
Josaphat’s Seminary.

of the college of
consultors, member
of the archieparchial
corporation,
member of the
presbyteral council,
member of the
finance
council,
protopresbyter of
the New Jersey
deanery, advocate
in the tribunal. He
was secretary of the
board of directors
of
Ascension
Manor, Inc.

On
September
20,
1992, Father Joseph
was ordained a priest
Father Szupa, a native of on in the Ukrainian
Chester, Pa. was one of Catholic Cathedral of the
five children, born to the Immaculate Conception
late Andrij and Eva (nee by
MetropolitanHrebinec) Szupa on May Archbishop
Stephen Besides his parents, + Very Rev. Joseph Szupa
12, 1965.
falls asleep in the Lord
he was preceded in
Sulyk.
death by brothers
He
received
his The
newly-ordained Michael and Peter.
elementary education at Father Szupa celebrated
Holy Ghost Ukrainian his Divine Liturgy of Father Joseph is survived His body lay in repose
Catholic School, Chester, Thanksgiving in his home by brother Stephan Szupa on Thursday evening at
Pa. and in the fall of parish,
Holy
Ghost of Woodlyn, Pa. and the Ukrainian Catholic
1979 entered St. Basil Ukrainian
of
the
Catholic sister Joanne Balandiak Cathedral
Preparatory School in Church, Chester, PA.
and her husband, nieces Immaculate Conception,
Stamford CT.
After
Dawn Marie Mastella, Philadelphia from 5:30
graduation in 1983 and After ordination, Father Kaitlyn Elizabeth Szupa, pm until 8 pm. Priestly
sensing a call to the Joseph was assigned Dana Marie Gaffney Parastas will be sung at
priesthood, he enrolled parochial
vicar
of and nephews Kristopher 7 pm
in St. Basil’s College the cathedral parish Michael Szupa,
and
Seminary to prepare for and also served at St. Andrij J. Balandiak. On Friday morning,
ordination.
Andrew in Philadelphia. Father Joe is also survived his body lay in repose
He also served the by four great-nieces and in Holy Myrrh-Bearers
He
completed
his faithful in the following nephews.
Church, Swartmore, Pa.
undergraduate studies at New Jersey parishes:
from
The Catholic University St. Nicholas, Passaic; St. His funeral Divine Liturgy 10
am
until
the
of America, where he Nicholas, Rutherford; St. was
celebrated
on celebration of the Divine
earned a Bachelor of Vladimir, Elizabeth; and Friday, July 15 at 11 am Liturgy at 11 am.
Arts degree in philosophy Immaculate Conception, in Holy Myrrh-bearers
while a seminarian at Hillside.
Eastern Catholic Church, Burial followed at Lawn
St. Josaphat Ukrainian
Cemetery
in
Swarthmore, Pa. by Croft
Catholic
Seminary, He also held the following Metropolitan-Archbishop Linwood, PA.
Washington,
D.C. archieparchial positions: Stefan Soroka and his
He
continued
his chancellor,
member brother priests.
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Funeral Services Held for +Very Rev. Joseph T. Szupa,
Chancellor and Cathedral Rector
Swarthmore,
Pa.—
Family, bishops, brother
priests and deacons,
religious
sisters,
parishioners and friends
bid farewell to the
Very Reverend Joseph
T. Szupa, during his
funeral Divine Liturgy
celebrated
in
Holy
Myrrh-Bearers
Church
here on Friday morning,
July 15, 2016. Father
Szupa, 51, suddenly
fell asleep in the Lord,
Sunday, July 10, 2016.
He had just concluded
the 11 am Divine Liturgy
at the Ukrainian Catholic
Cathedral
of
the
Immaculate Conception,
Philadelphia, where he
served as rector since
July 1, 2015.

Priestly Parastas for +Very Rev. Joseph Szupa held at the Cathedral
on Thursday, July 14, 2016. (Photo: Teresa Siwak)

Archeparchy
of
Philadelphia and spiritual
leader of the Ukrainian
Catholic Church in the
United States, was the
main celebrant and
homilist at the services
Metropolitan-Archbishop in the church filled with
Stefan Soroka, of the hundreds of faithful.
Ukrainian
Catholic Bishop John Bura, auxiliary

Priestly Parastas at the Cathedral.
(Photo: Teresa Siwak)
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bishop of the Ukrainian
Catholic Archeparchy of
Philadelphia and Bishop
Bohdan Danylo, bishop
of the Ukrainian Catholic
Eparchy of St. Josaphat
in Parma, Ohio were
also celebrants at the
altar.

the towering mosaic
of the Blessed Mother
located behind the altar
embraced in her loving
presence. Fr. Joseph was
not only facing God but
was truly with Him in the
Holy Mysteries he was
celebrating as a priest.

In his homily, Metropolitan
Stefan
commented,
“Our beloved Fr. Joseph
Szupa has gone home
with the Lord with whom
he was no stranger
after celebrating the
Divine Liturgies at our
Cathedral on this past
Sunday, where he was
the Rector. . . He was
joyful. He was full of life,
very much aware that
He was not alone. He
was with His Lord, Jesus
Christ at His holy altar.
He stood humbly below

Metropolitan
Stefan
recalled how “It was the
prayerful wish of Fr. Joe
he would die following
an Easter Resurrection
Liturgy. . . . Sundays are
always a celebration of
the Resurrection of our
Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. He came to know
the Resurrected Jesus
Christ with his death on
Sunday. He died falling
to the floor and lying with
his hands outstretched,
(continued on next page)

Funeral Services Held for +Very Rev. Joseph T. Szupa,
Chancellor and Cathedral Rector
(continued from previous page)

just as he did on the
day of his ordination to
the priesthood almost
24 years ago.
He
surrendered
himself
entirely in the service
of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ and His Holy
Catholic Church.”
As is traditional, the
funeral services for Father
Joseph concluded with
a panakhyda, prayers
of absolution and the
anointing with holy oil Funeral Service at Holy Myrrh-Bearers Church, Swarthmore, PA on
and covering the face of Friday, July 15, 2016. (Photo: Olia Kuzewycz)
the deceased priest with
the Holy Veil.
his brother priest, Father
Thursday evening, the Joe.
body of the late Father
Joseph lay in repose in He recounted how Father
the Ukrainian Catholic Joe had a great love for
Cathedral
of
the singing and how the two
Immaculate Conception, of them would often lead
Philadelphia, Pa.
the singing, not only in
the seminary, but later
Metropolitan
Soroka, in life on clergy retreats.
together with Bishop We kept “jamming and At the parastas, Father Paul Wolensky spoke
about +Father Joe’s love for singing. Father
Danylo,
led
the jamming.”
Paul said he and +Father Joe were the
assembled
clergy,
sisters and faithful in the Following the Divine “dynamic duo” always teaming up to be the
priestly parastas services. Liturgy
on
Friday, cantors and lead the responses to Liturgies
Responses were led by interment was in Lawn and Prayer Services. (Photo: Teresa Siwak)
Father Paul Wolensky Croft Cemetery, Linwood,
and Lisa Oprysk.
PA.
At the conclusion of
the parastas, Father
Wolensky, a close friend
of Father Szupa since
their days together in
the seminary, shared his
reflections on the life of
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Video clips from the
Parastas and Funeral are
posted on our YouTube
Channel. https://www.
youtube.com/user/
thewayukrainian/videos

Text translation: Keep on singing! Rejoice!
Fr. Paul Wolensky said, “This is the last ever
text message +Fr. Joe sent me. His last words
to me. I will cherish them always.”
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Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka offers the Funeral
Homily for + Fr. Joseph Szupa on July 15, 2016
Слава Ісусу Христу!
The Holy Scriptures tell us
of the very special bond
of love enjoyed between
the disciples and Jesus.
There exists a special gift
shared between a priest
or a religious and Jesus.
It is a bond of love lived
in one another with our
Heavenly Father.
We have gathered here
today in a parish which
speaks of the roots of our
beloved departed priest,
Fr. Joseph Szupa. He
was born and raised in
Chester, and particularly
in Holy Ghost Ukrainian
Catholic Church, one of
the two founding parishes
of this new parish of Holy

Myrrh-Bearers Ukrainian
Catholic Church.
Fr.
Joe often spoke of how
much he valued and how
influential the community
of Chester was to him.
So, we huddle together
tightly
because
this
parish speaks to us of his
heritage, his home, the
place which significantly
contributed
to
the
character of our beloved
Fr. Joe.
Thank you to my brother
bishops, Bishop Bohdan
Danylo of the Parma
Eparchy and Bishop John
Bura, our Auxiliary, and
to all of the brother clergy
who are concelebrating
or participating today.
Some have travelled from

Burial in Linwood, PA.
(Photo: Olia Kuzewycz)
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Metropolitan Stefan offers the Funeral
Homily. (Photo: Father John Fields)
the Stamford and Parma
Eparchies. Thank you
to our Reverend Sisters
of the various religious
communities with whom
Fr. Joe shared such joyful
association throughout
his priesthood of 24
years. Thank you to the
many faithful people
whom he served, those
with whom he ministered,
and those whom he
journeyed with in life in
the various parishes Fr.
Joe served. Thank you
to the many who are
sharing in the prayer and
the Holy Mysteries of the
Divine Liturgy in loving
gratitude and testimony
to a life well lived.

family member, peer,
and friend. We grieve
the loss of his physical
presence from among us.
Yet, in another sense, we
also gather to celebrate
Fr. Joe’s life with God,
his personal relationship
with Jesus Christ, and
his loving and steadfast
devotion to the Mother
of God.

We have all come
together as one in Christ
to give witness to Fr.
Joe’s DANCE to heaven.
Fr. Joe often would
cite the many beautiful
images God gives us
to help us understand
our relationship with
Him. The flame is such
All of us have gathered a beautiful and striking
to pray for the soul of our
beloved priest, brother, (continued on next page)
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Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka offers the Funeral
Homily for + Fr. Joseph Szupa on July 15, 2016
(continued from previous page)

one.
Just look at a
candle. It always points
up. It DANCES slightly
as if it were alive and
LONGING to be taken
to heaven. How fitting
it is to have candles
burning in God’s holy
Churches.
There are other images
in nature too.
Often
spiritual authors mention
the sunflower which we
often seeing growing in
flower gardens and in
fields. Fr. Joe planted
three
ornamental
sunflowers outside his
residence just a week
before he died.
The
sunflower always faces
the sun as if it were its
God. It turns to face
the sun throughout the
day. It is true for all
plants. They turn and
lean toward the sun,
revealing to you and to
me the way we should
be tending toward our

Sunflowers that
+Fr. Joe planted.
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Father in heaven.
People who love one
another are forever in
each other’s minds. You
may be very busy and
distracted in your daily
work. The minute you
have a spare moment
when your mind is not
completely
occupied,
the one you love pops
right back, seemingly
from nowhere.
When
you love, you are never
alone. That is the way
with a soul that loves
God. God is always
there, right behind the
distractions of everyday
life.
In liturgical celebrations,
the Church tries to
illustrate these spiritual
realities. The altar with
the tabernacle is front and
center in our churches,
just as God is supposed
to be the center in our
lives. Again and again,
the priest, deacon and
servers circle around
the altar with incense
and processions. We
make different necessary
movements,
but
we
always end by facing the
altar. It’s like a magnet.
Wherever we may go, it
remains our resting place,
the place we naturally
tend to, just as the flame
tends upward toward

substitutions.
heaven and the flowers holiday
tend upward toward the Even the deacon and the
altar server were away.
light and the sun.
The Missionary Sisters
Our Lord said, where of the Mother of God
your treasure is, there remarked to me how
your heart shall also Fr. Szupa seemed to be
be. Our treasure is in dancing around the altar
heaven where our loving when incensing. He was
Father dwells and waits joyful. He was full of life,
for us. No wonder our very much aware that
hearts are like flames He was not alone. He
always
pointing
up was with His Lord, Jesus
towards Him, dancing Christ at His holy altar.
with eagerness to be He stood humbly below
near God. No wonder the towering mosaic
we sometimes see devout of the Blessed Mother
souls gazing at the altar located behind the altar
candles somehow deeply embraced in her loving
fascinated by them. presence. Fr. Joseph was
Sometimes they do not not only facing God but
even realize what it is was truly with Him in the
about a flame that so Holy Mysteries he was
captures and holds their celebrating as a priest.
attention so long. They
are looking at their own It was the prayerful wish
soul which is yearning of Fr. Joe that he would
and longing to be united die following an Easter
Liturgy,
forever with its Divine Resurrection
preferably
after
enjoying
Lover.
the rich Easter breakfast.
Our beloved Fr. Joseph Sundays are always
Szupa has gone home a celebration of the
with the Lord with whom Resurrection of our Lord
he was no stranger after and Savior Jesus Christ.
celebrating the Divine Fr. Joe did not get to
Liturgies at our Cathedral enjoy an earthly Easter
on this past Sunday, breakfast but he came
where he was the Rector to know the Resurrected
in this past year.
He Jesus Christ with his
was unusually alone this death on Sunday. Fr.
past Sunday, as the other Joe died falling to the
priests were all away
assisting with summer (continued on next page)
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Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka offers the Funeral
Homily for + Fr. Joseph Szupa on July 15, 2016
(continued from previous page)

floor and laying with
his hands outstretched,
just as he did on the
day of his ordination to
the priesthood almost
24 years ago.
He
surrendered
himself
entirely in the service
of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ and His Holy
Catholic Church.
Hands stretched out very
aptly describe the priestly
life of our beloved Fr.
Joseph Szupa.
His
whole orientation to life
was complete openness.
He embraced the fullness
of life with hope and
optimism. His outlook
was always positive. His
priestly ministry involved
a parish where there was
strife between groups of
people, sharply different
views held by people. Fr.
Joseph listened attentively
to their words, and
moreso to their hearts,
being very attentive to
their feelings. He was
gifted to gradually and
peacefully unite people
to journey together with
a common purpose. Fr.
Joseph was able to help
people to focus on what
they shared in common
as opposed to looking
at what divides people
of good faith.

Photo of “The Way” in 1992 from +Fr. Szupa’s ordination

contagious loud laughter.
It came from deep in the
gut. Everything which Fr.
Joe shared came from
the depth of all he could
offer, from his immense
knowledge and wisdom,
his life experience, his joy
and happiness, his love
and concern for others,
and his wanting only the
best for others. Fr. Joe
loved his brother priests.
He extended his hand
out to assist those who
needed his guidance and
words of support, and his
friendship. Fr. Joe would
not allow for someone
to suffer in silence and
being neglected.
He
immediately took the
initiative to console,
to challenge others to
personal and spiritual
growth, even if it was
All of us who knew Fr. uncomfortable for him to
Joe and shared part of do so.
I will miss Fr. Szupa life’s journey with him
very much as he was will very much miss his We will miss Fr. Joe at
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so
supportive
and
encouraging.
I would
often include him in
meetings with groups
of parishioners from
various parishes who
would come to speak
of challenges they were
encountering. He would
listen and observe, and
then near the end of the
conversation offer golden
words of sunshine, usually
citing a scripture passage
and summarizing the
best In what he observed
in the meeting.
He
was also an invaluable
resource as a Consultor
of our Archeparchy,
contributing his wisdom
in discerning the needs
of the Archeparchy and
helping with pastoral
assignments.
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our Cathedral where
just in the short time of
one year he rallied so
many people to come
together through his rich
sharing of love and his
joyful personhood. Fr.
Joseph loved to spend
time with his parishioners
and offered them nurture
through his joy of life,
his dedicated life of
prayer, his celebration
of the Holy Mysteries
with the giftedness of the
priesthood.
Our Ukrainian Catholic
Archeparchy
of
Philadelphia has been
enhanced
significantly
by the priestly ministry of
our beloved Fr. Joseph
Szupa. The entire Church
is immensely grateful to
God for the giftedness
of his priesthood, and
to Fr. Joseph for his
(continued on next page)

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka offers the Funeral
Homily for + Fr. Joseph Szupa on July 15, 2016
(continued from previous page)

unconditional ‘yes’ to через священство отця
give of himself as a holy Йосифа. Ми вдячні за
дар життя переданий
priest of God.
через отця Йосифа
Сьогодні ми тут, щоб Шупу і за його ділення
молитися
за
душу з тими, кого він зустрів
нашого
дорогого на своєму життєвому
отця Йосифа Шупи. шляху.
Ми засмучені його
співчуття
передчасною втратою. Сердечне
всій
Ми зібралися, щоб висловлюємо
опечаленій
родині
молитвою
підтримати
родину й один одного нашого дорогого отця
в
нашій
скорботі. Йосифа. Ми молимося,
Молитвою ми також щоби душа нашого
Йосифа
уже
дякуємо Богові за ті отця
почула
слова
похвали
дари, які Він уділив нам
через живе служіння і запрошення нашого
отця Йосифа Шупи. Господа Його вірному
Ми
також
дякуємо слузі-священику.
отцеві Йосифу за те,
що впродовж двадцяти Our heartfelt sympathies
чотирьох
років
він are offered to Fr. Joseph’s
так щедро відкривав grieving family, his brother
Бога у своєму служінні Stephen Szupa, his sister
Joanne and husband
священиком.
Peter Balandiak, nieces
Ми вдячні за дар Dawn Marie Mastella,
спасіння душ, уділений Kaitlyn Elizabeth Szupa,
через отця Йосифа Dana Marie Gaffney,
тим багатьом, кому він and nephews Kristopher
служив впродовж життя. Michael Szupa and
Ми вдячні отцю Йосифу Andriy Balandiak. He
за готовність служити was predeceased by his
безумовно, з великим loving parents, Andrij
запалом і любов’ю. and Eva, and his brothers
Ми вдячні отцеві за Michael and Peter. Take
терпіння в подоланні тих comfort that our beloved
перешкод, які виникали departed Fr. Joseph has
received
перед ним у його undoubtedly
священичому служінні. the commendation of all
Ми вдячні за радість who love and serve our
священичого служіння Lord and Savior Jesus
так щедро розкритого Christ. Fr. Joe has gone
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home to be with the Lord
Jesus Christ, with whom
he was no stranger
and whom he served
faithfully as His priest.
You will miss his physical
presence. However, your
joyful memories of Fr.
Joseph will bring you
great joy and allow you
to celebrate gratitude
for the gift of Fr. Joseph
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amidst us for these past
51 years. We are united
together with you in our
prayers for his soul, that
he may be granted that
peace which surpasses
all human understanding.
May his memory be
eternal.
Слава Ісусу Христу!

Liturgy Intentions for
Very Rev. Joseph Szupa
One
hundred
and
fifty-eight
Liturgy intentions
were offered by
faithful during the
Priestly Parastas
and
Funeral
Divine Liturgy for
the soul of our
beloved departed
Very Rev. Joseph
Szupa. These will
be distributed for
celebration by clergy within the Archeparchy and
with clergy from other eparchies who participated.
Metropolitan Stefan asks that one of the Divine
Liturgy intentions be offered by our clergy within
our parishes on the 40th day after his death,
namely Friday, August 19th, 2016, if possible. In
this way, all clergy and faithful will unite in the
power of united prayer for the soul of our beloved
Very Rev. Joseph Szupa. Thank you! May his
memory be eternal!
+ Metropolitan Stefan Soroka

+Father Joseph Szupa
A reflection by Rev. Deacon Michael Waak
Shock waves of sorrow spread throughout our
Archeparchy when the sad news informed us all that
our beloved Father Joe Szupa had died. No one saw
it coming. It was with heavy hearts that our cathedral
family gathered to mourn and bid a final farewell to
a most wonderful and beloved pastor. Fr. Joseph’s
church of his birth, was Holy Ghost in Chester, PA,
which recently moved to Swarthmore, PA, under the
title of Holy Myrrh-bearers Eastern Catholic Church.
This little church was filled to capacity for Fr. Joe’s
funeral leaving standing room only. No one could
have ever imagined that after Fr. Joe closed the
Royal Doors in the Cathedral that Sunday morning; it
would be for his last time once the 11:00 am Divine
Liturgy ended. There Our Lord stood waiting for him
in the sacristy, welcoming him through the open Royal +Fr. Joseph Szupa on June 26, 2016 at the
Cathedral. (Photo: Teresa Siwak)
Doors of Paradise. His creator called him home
because the work he was given was now completed.
“Well done my good and faithful servant.”
Anyone who knew Fr. Joe realized that he was not just an ordinary priest. He was a living image of Christ.
Let us not just brag to have known him, but to strive to learn from his life and good example. Fr. Joe
prayed reverently and earnestly. He celebrated the worship services with great joy and devotion that was
clearly visible on his face. Is there anyone that can forget his warm smile, comforting comments, and joyful
thrill whenever he blessed us with sprinkled holy water? Who can deny his sincere deep love of God that
clearly came through whenever he preached homilies to us at the Divine Liturgy? Like Our Lord Jesus, Fr.
Joe had time for each of us. No one was insignificant to him. He always quietly listened to our concerns.
He exemplified patience and compassion. We can learn from his perpetual attitude of happiness and
gratitude to God for all the good He gives us. He lived gratefully and happily in an awareness of being in
God’s presence. Fr Joe loved life. And whether he was planting his garden, tending to his cat, singing the
services, enjoying a good meal with friends, or going about doing other priestly work, he imitated Jesus
Christ. It took very little to trigger his smile and laughter. And his heart broke and ached with us whenever
we suffered pain or loss. Thank you dear Lord for blessing us in this life with Fr. Joe.
Lastly we gathered at his grave site as we listened to these touching prayers:
“This grave is sealed, until the second coming of Our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ, in the name of
the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
O earth, open up and receive the body, formed from you by the hand of God, which is now returning to
you as to its mother. What has been made in God’s image, the Creator has already reclaimed, and now
you earth receive what belongs to you.
In blessed sleep grant eternal rest, O Lord, to Your ever-to-be-remembered servant Priest Joseph, and
make his memory everlasting.”
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62nd ANNUAL HOLY DORMITION
(ASSUMPTION) PILGRIMAGE
AUGUST 13 – 14, 2016

SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE
ST. MARY’S VILLA / SLOATSBURG, NY
Theme: Jesus - the Face of Mercy; Mary - the Mother of Mercy
The Door of St. Mary’s Chapel has been designated an Eparchial Holy
Door of Mercy. We encourage all pilgrims to walk through the Door, visit
the Chapel and obtain the special blessings of this Jubilee Year of Mercy.

Saturday, August 13

12:00 p.m. Food Available at Pavilion
1:00 p.m. Akathist to the Mother of God - Very Rev. John S. Custer SSL, STD, Rector
Choir: Cathedral of St. Michael the Archangel in Passaic, NJ
2:00 p.m. Presentations (listed below)
5:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy – Most. Rev. Peter A. Libasci – Bishop of Manchester Diocese (grotto – English)
Choir: St. Mary’s Byzantine Catholic Church, Hillsborough, NJ
Blessing of Water (front of Villa)
7:15 p.m. Teen/ Young Adult Gathering and Discussion (Pavilion)
7:15 p.m. Activity for children – Youth will also participate in the candlelight procession
8:00 p.m. Moleben to the Mother of God with candlelight procession (grotto – English)
Most Rev. Kurt Burnette – Bishop of Passaic Eparchy - main celebrant / homilist
Panakhyda – St. Mary’s Villa chapel

**No Teen Camp Out **

Sunday, August 14

8:30 a.m. Materi Molitvy / Mothers in Prayer – Rosary / Singing (St. Mary’s Villa Chapel)
10:30 a.m. Pontifical Divine Liturgy with procession to the grotto
followed by blessing of flowers
Most Rev. Stefan Soroka, Metropolitan Archbishop of Philadelphia
Most Rev. Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, Bishop of the Eparchy of Stamford
Most Rev. Bohdan Danylo – Bishop of the Eparchy of Parma
Most Rev. John Bura – Auxiliary Bishop of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia– Homilist
Most Rev. Basil Losten, Bishop Emeritus of the Eparchy of Stamford
Choir : St. Josaphat Church – New Britain, CT
12:00 p.m. Youth Liturgy - Rev. Paul Makar – St. Michael’s Ukrainian Church –Cherry Hill, NJ
main celebrant / homilist (chapel – English)
1:00 p.m.
Activity & Blessing for children/youth (Terrace)
1:30 p.m.
Teen/ Young Adult Gathering and Discussion (Terrace)
1:30 p.m.
Blessing of the Sick (St. Mary’s Villa Chapel & grotto steps)
Blessing of Religious Articles (in front of St. Joseph’s Home)
2:00 p.m.
Stations of the Cross – Basilian Father
3:00 p.m.
Moleben to the Mother of God (Grotto - Ukrainian)
Most Rev. Bohdan Danylo – main celebrant / homilist
Blessing of cars and buses – Rev. Ivan Tyhovych

Special Video and Exhibits for the Year of Mercy on display in the Gallery

CONFESSION AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE WEEKEND
Presentations in English:
2:00 The Joy of Love: Be the sign of mercy wherever family life exists
– Most Rev. Bishop Peter Libasci (Bishop Libasci has bi-ritual faculties.)
2:45

The Gospel of Mercy: St. Luke
– Sr. Kathleen Hutsko, SSMI
Rt. Rev. Mitred Msgr. John Terlecky, Pilgrimage Spiritual Moderator

JULY 24, 2016
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Ukrainian American Sport Center – Tryzub
Sunday, August 28 ~ 12:00 noon to 8:00 P.M.

UKRAINIAN FOLK FESTIVAL
OUTDOOR STAGE CONCERT
“Voloshky” Ukrainian Dance Ensemble
(Jenkintown, PA)
“ISKRA” Ukrainian Dance Ensemble
(Whippany, NJ)
Violinist Innesa Tymochko Dekajlo
(Lviv, Ukraine – New York)
“Vox Ethnika” Orchestra (New York)
“Living

in Song” Choir
(Washington, DC)

Zabava: Ukrainian Social Dancing ~ Vox Ethnica Orchestra
Admission: $15; Students: $10; Kids 14 and under: Free; Free Parking

Lower State & County Line Roads, Horsham, PA ~ 267-664-3857

www.tryzub.org

JULY 24, 2016
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STS. PETER & PAUL UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
301 FAIRVIEW ST. PHOENIXVILLE, PA

WWW.SSPETERANDPAULUKR.COM

UKRAINIAN
DAY FESTIVAL
SEPTEMBER 17, 2016
11AM – 5PM

Ukrainian Food - Cash Raffle - Baked Goods
Entertainment - Childrens’ Corner - Baskets Raffle
Flea Market - Vendors - Exhibit - Church Tour

Byzantine Liturgy at
St. Edmond’s Church
in Rehoboth Beach, DE

Sisters of the Order of
Saint Basil the Great
Annual Pilgrimage

Rev. Volodymyr Klanichka pastor of St. Nicholas
Ukrainian Catholic Church will celebrate Divine
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom at St. Edmond’s
Roman Catholic Church, Rehoboth Beach, DE at
6:00 PM on Sundays: July 31 and August 28,
2016.

Celebrating Eighty-five Years as a
Praying…Healing…Life-giving Presence
Sunday, October 2, 2016
9am – 5pm

St. Edmond’s Roman
Catholic
Church
is located on the
Intersection of King
Charles
Avenue
and Laurel Street,
Rehoboth
Beach,
DE 19971. For more
information, please
call at (302) 7625511

Theme: “Mother of Mercy”
(Year of Mercy proclaimed by Pope Francis I)
SAVE THE DATE
On the Monastery Grounds

JULY 24, 2016
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Call to Prayer
Beseeching God's Mercy
Praying for the Intercession of the Mother of God

Sunday, August 28, 2016
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Ukrainian Catholic Church
N. Paxton Street, 2 Blocks North of Route 42

Centralia, Pennsylvania
Noon: Divine Liturgy Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka,
main celebrant; Father Wasyl Kharuk-homilist
2:00 – 3:30 PM: Confessions Available
2:30 PM: Living Rosary with Reflection by Father John Szada
4:00 PM: Candlelight Procession with:
●Blessing of Water for the Jubilee Year of Mercy
●Blessing of Religious Articles
●Moleben to the Mother of God Celebrated by MetropolitanArchbishop Stefan Soroka and Area Clergy
●Jubilee Year Prayer of Mercy
●Prayers for Healing and Anointing of the Faithful
●Veneration of the Icon of Our Lady of Pochaiv
During his historic visit in 2015, His Beatitude Major Archbishop
Sviatoslav Shevchuk, Primate of the world-wide Ukrainian Catholic
Church, marveled at the continuing presence of the church in
Centralia and the sense of true holiness which pervades the entire
property. His desire is for all people of faith to come and experience
this holiness, sanctity and serenity as pilgrims to this holy place on the
mountain. During this Jubilee Year of Mercy all pilgrims are invited
to walk through the Holy Door of Mercy for special blessings.

All are Welcome!
JULY 24, 2016
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Christ Our Pascha—Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church Now Available in English
The English version of
Christ Our Pascha—Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic Church
is now available at the Byzantine Church Supplies
810 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 19123
Phone 215-627-0660
Email:byzsupplies@yahoo.com
$25.00
The Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic Church:
Christ Our Pascha was published in English
in 2016. The 347 page comprehensive text
is structured in three parts: “The Faith of the
Church,” “The Prayer of the Church,” and “The
Life of the Church.” Christ Our Pascha also
contains 32 full color icons for feastdays of the
church, together with the tropars and kondaks
and Gospel readings for the feastdays.
In the notes section to the English Edition, it
states “Every effort has been made to retain
as nearly as possible the precise phrasing of
the original Ukrainian language second edition.
One notable exception involves the name of
our Church. Rather than calling it the “Ukrainian
Greek-Catholic Church,” most of the faithful of the
English-speaking world use the term “Ukrainian
Catholic Church,” and it is rendered this way
throughout the Catechism except in cases where
there is a reference to a particular institution or
body of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church.”
Every household should own and use this text
as a resource for family members to grow in
knowledge and understanding of their faith and
their church. Parents should especially use this
text to share and teach faith with their children.
The back cover contains these words from the
Servant of God Blessed the Venerable Andrew Sheptytsky: “And may Almighty God bless you and help
you understand the importance of catechetical teaching, and that you must do everything, in order to
know the catechism well personally, and teach it to your children.”
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Third Annual South Anthracite Deanery Youth Outing Held
Sunday, July 10 at Knoebel’s Amusement Resort

Elysburg, Pa.—Over 130 youth, parents and clergy from the parishes of the South Anthracite Deanery
enjoyed a summer outing at Knoebel’s Amusement Resort here on Sunday, July 10. This third annual
gathering is the result of an initiative of Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka in 2014 asking each
deanery to hold youth gatherings as part of an outreach to the young people of the Ukrainian Catholic
Archeparchy of Philadelphia.
After morning registration, a noontime picnic lunch,
including hot dogs, hamburgers and other picnic
foods was enjoyed under Picnic Pavilion C., prepared
by parish volunteers. Food and refreshments were
available throughout the day long affair.
The Very Reverend Archpriest Michael Hutsko,
protopresbyter of the South Anthracite Deanery, who
had organized and coordinated the planning for this
annual event since April, welcomed all and led the
opening prayer the Our Father and then blessed the
food.
Steven Mazur, of St. Michael’s parish, Frackville, provided vocals and guitar
selections during the meal.
After lunch, Father Hutsko introduced this year’s inspirational speaker Mr. David
Holland, presently principal and teacher at St. Nicholas School in Minersville, Pa.
Mr Holland, an outstanding college basketball player at Holy Cross College, who
played in the NIT, has been a teacher and coach in several public and Catholic
high schools throughout his distinguished career.
During his talk, directed to the young people, he stressed the importance of two
words in their lives—reputation and success. He explained how individuals create
their own reputations by their actions and behavior throughout their lives and that
Mr. David Holland
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Third Annual South Anthracite Deanery Youth Outing Held
Sunday, July 10 at Knoebel’s Amusement Resort
(continued from previous page)

your reputation is how you are viewed by others based upon your actions.
He reminded all that success is not about wealth or fame. Rather success is really about setting goals,
striving to achieve them, and coping with the mountains and valleys of life that everyone encounters. When
you are in a valley in life, look ahead, see the mountain before you, and take the necessary steps, one step
at a time, to reach that mountain top.
After Mr. Holland’s talk, the youth and adults enjoyed an afternoon in the amusement park enjoying
the many rides and attractions, before reassembling at 4 pm for an afternoon meal and concluding
presentation.
Noting that this year St. Josaphat Seminary in Washington, D.C. is observing its
75th anniversary, Father Hutsko introduced the Very Rev. Archpriest John M. Fields
to share his personal story of his journey to St. Josaphat Seminary and the holy
priesthood.
Father Fields began by talking about puzzles, asking what they are in a dialogue
with the young people. A puzzle is make up of many pieces, but it is only complete
when all the pieces come together. Then comparing a person to a puzzle, he
asked what are the pieces that are necessary to come together to form a complete
person? Some of the responses from the youth included God, church, family and
education.
He then related how, even though he practiced law for 8 years, there was a
piece of the puzzle missing in his life, and that was his desire to become a priest,
and how priestly ordination, with that piece, made his life complete. He urged
the young people to always ask themselves is the priesthood or sisterhood the missing piece that will also
makes their lives complete.
Fr. John Fields

After his presentation, Father Fields led the group in
praying the Hail Mary as the concluding prayer.
South Anthracite Deanery clergy present, besides
Father Hutsko were Msgr. Myron J. Grabowsky,
Msgr. James T. Melnic, Rev. Mykola Ivanov and
Deacon Paul M. Spotts.

Steven Mazur, of St. Michael’s parish,
Frackville, provided vocals and guitar
selections.
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Donation from The Providence Association of the Ukrainian
Catholics in America
The Executive Directors of The Providence Association
of the Ukrainian Catholics in America, Very Rev. Ihor
Midzak, President, Kvitka Semanyshyn, Vice-President,
Eryna Korchynsky, Corporate Secretary and Myron
Soltys, Treasurer presented a donation in the amount
of $5000 for the renovation of the crypt for the first
Bishop of all Eastern Catholic Churches in America,
Most Rev. Soter Stephen Ortynsky, OSBM, and other
archbishops buried below our Ukrainian Catholic
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. They honor
in this special way the 100th anniversary of his death
and the 150th anniversary of his birth. The crypt is
located at the entrance of the newly renovated space
for our ‘Treasury of Faith’ Museum. The gift was freely
inspired and initiated by the officers of The Providence
Association of the Ukrainian Catholics in America in
support of our Ukrainian Catholic Church. We encourage our clergy and faithful to become members of
this organization which was founded by the first bishop as a source of support and help for our Ukrainian
Catholic people. Choose to be a part of an organization which has served to fulfill this mandate throughout
its glorious history and strives to be a vibrant part of our future. The success of The Providence Association
of the Ukrainian Catholics in America rests on our choosing to be a member supporting its goals of assisting
our faithful. We are grateful for their generous gift for the renovation project to confront our deficit. Thank
you. God bless!
+ Stefan Soroka

Feast of Elijah, Great Prophet
Fr. Walter Pasicznyk blessed cars on July 20,
2016 after the 9 a.m. Liturgy at the Cathedral in
Philadelphia for the Feast of Elijah Great Prophet.
It is a tradition to bless vehicles on July 20 in
commemoration of the holy prophet Elijah who
was taken into heaven on a fiery chariot.

The day after the Feast of Elijah this horse and
wagon “chariot” passed by the Ukrainian Catholic
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception,
Philadelphia, PA. (Photo: Fr. John Fields)
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Shenandoah Parish Honors Graduates
On Sunday, June 12th, St. Michael the Archangel
Ukrainian Catholic Church honored parishioners
who were members of their respective schools’ Class
of 2016. The students’ activities, accomplishments,
and awards were highlighted as were their intended
future plans. This year’s ceremony was extra special
for Monsignor Myron as four of the students were
members of his “first class” of altar boys, helping him
transition to his then new role as pastor of the historic
church in 2009. Pictured with Monsignor Myron
are (from left) Liam Wolfe, Noah Swaldi, Brittany
Kozlosky, Joel Caputo, and Paul M. Caputo. Brittany
is a graduate of Shenandoah Valley Elementary
School. Paul is a graduate of Indiana University
of Pennsylvania while Liam, Noah, and Joel are
all graduates of North Schuylkill High School. The
four boys faithfully served St. Michael’s as altar
boys. Also, honored were Mara Wolfe, a graduate
of the University of Scranton and Andrew Carado,
graduating from the Joseph F. McClousky School of
Nursing at Schuylkill Health in Pottsville, Pennsylvania.

Mt. Carmel-Centralia Parishes
Annual Summer Camp — Vacation
Bible School August 8-12, 2016
The Annual Summer Camp-Vacation Bible School
sponsored by the Mt. Carmel and Centralia parishes
is scheduled for the week of August 8th - 12th. The
Camp is held on the grounds of Assumption BVM
Church in Centralia from 10:00AM - 3:00PM each
day, rain or shine. The camp is open to ALL youth of
the South Anthracite Deanery as well as their extended
family, friends and neighbors who are between the
ages of kindergarten through 8th grade. There is
no charge for the camp, but registration/medical
forms MUST be filled out by the child’s parent or
legal guardian prior to camp beginning. Forms can
be downloaded from our Ss. Peter and Paul, Mt.
Carmel website or by calling the parish office during
business hours at 570-339-0650 or by contacting
Camp Director Gene Lapointe at 570-205-7726 or
email at gene@thelapointefamily.com. The theme
of the camp this year is: Egypt....Joseph’s Journey
from Prison to Palace. It would be our pleasure and
honor to host your child(ren) this year.
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Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Mt. Carmel, Pa. Celebrates 125th Anniversary
Sunday, June 26, 2016
Mt. Carmel, Pa.-On Sunday, June 26,
the parish family of Ss
Peter and Paul Ukrainian
Catholic Church gathered
here to give thanksgiving
to Almighty God as
the parish observed its
125th Anniversary of its
founding.
The Divine Liturgy was
celebrated by the Very
Reverend
Archpriest
Michael Hutsko, pastor,
and the Very Reverend
Archpriest
John
M.
Fields, who was also the
homilist.
Father
Hutsko
read
a letter of greetings
and
congratulations
from
MetropolitanArchbishop
Stefan
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Soroka, of the Ukrainian
Catholic Archeparchy of
Philadelphia.
During the homily, Father
Fields
commented,
“Today we raise our
voices in gratitude to
Almighty God for your
pioneering
founders.
Their sacrifices founded
and
supported
this
parish of Ss. Peter and
Paul, from which they,
their children and their
children’s children would
come to know, love and
serve Jesus Christ on and Blood of Our Lord.
their earthly journey to During the sacrament of
penance, through the
eternal salvation.
power granted them by
He continued, “We also Jesus Christ, they have
remember the many granted you forgiveness
dedicated priests who and absolution for your
have
faithfully sins. When afflicted with
served
the illness and facing the
spiritual needs shadow of death, they
of this parish. have anointed you and
They
have your loved ones with
baptized and the blessed oil of the
c h r i s m a t e d Anointing of the Sick.
you and your They have also prayed
children, united for your loved ones
young couples called home to the Lord
in the Holy as they escorted them
Mystery
of on their final earthly
during
the
M a t r i m o n y , journey
s p i r i t u a l l y funeral services. Today
enriched
you remember in your prayers
on the Word all the priests who served
of God and here, both the living and
n o u r i s h e d those who have received
you with the their eternal reward.”
Sacred
Body

28

After the Divine Liturgy,
a reception was held in
the church social hall for
the entire parish family
and guests, where they
enjoyed hors d’oeuvres
and beverages, while the
Susquehanna Chamber
Ensemble
entertained
with classical music.
A
candle-lighting
ceremony, rin memory
of all the deceased
members of the parish,
was held by the children
of the parish.
During the reception,
Father
Hutsko
honored
parishioners
Ann
Steffanick
and
posthumously the late
Helen Kuzo for their
dedication to the parish
over the years.
(continued on next page)

Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Mt. Carmel, Pa. Celebrates 125th Anniversary
Sunday, June 26, 2016
(continued from previous page)

An excerpt from the homily offered by
Father John Fields:
“As Christians, despite apparent challenges, we are called to be
a people of hope—always optimistically looking to the future.
For Christians, the future has the greatest significance, because as
Christians we know that our history has an eternal direction, an
ultimate goal. In the incarnation, death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ the world has been set toward its final moment.
We are part of the history that flows into God’s eternity. The
promise of that future is ultimately in God’s hands. It is our faith
that directs this our journey through time into that future, into
eternity.
We look to our history--the history of God’s people, of His Church,
of this parish -- remembering who we are and where we have
been. And at the same time we look to the future, remembering
what we have been put here to do and where we are going. Our
history is always leading us to our glory as God’s children in His
eternal kingdom in the age which is to come. For here we have
no lasting city, but we seek the one that is to come. (Heb. 13:14).

Father John Fields

For even though the present and future
generations will experience unimaginable
scientific and technological advances in this the
twenty-first century and beyond, and will be
confronted with many challenges, one constant
for people of faith in every generation is “Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.”
(Heb. 13:8).
As you and your parish journey into that future, I
give to you a simple four word rule of life to live
by, “Love God, Love People.”
At the end of every Divine Liturgy, the priest prays, “Sanctify those who love the beauty of Your house and
glorify them by Your divine power.” May each of you always love the beauty of this Lord’s House and
may His divine power always sanctify and glorify each of you, your beloved families and the parish family
of Ss. Peter and Paul here in Mt. Carmel.”
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Parish Feast Day Celebration at Saint Paul Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Ramsey, NJ with Fr. Evhen Moniuk
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Pope reflects on parable of Good Samaritan at Angelus
July 10, 2016
(Vatican Radio) At the
Angelus on Sunday,
Pope Francis reflected
on the parable of the
Good Samaritan.
This parable, the Pope
said, in a simple,
yet stimulating way,
“indicates a style of life,
in which the centre of
gravity is not ourselves,
but others.” Like the
doctor of the law in the
day’s Gospel, we might
ask ourselves, “Who is
my neighbour? Is it my
friends, my parents, my
fellow countrymen, my
co-religionists?”

nonetheless helped the
poor, abandoned victim
of robbers – in contrast to
the priest and the Levite
who simply passed him
by. This story, the Pope
said, completely reverses
our perspective. It is not
up to us, he said, to try
to categorize people, to
see if they count as our
neighbours. Rather, the
decision to be, or not be
a neighbour, depends
on us. “It depends on
me,” Pope Francis said,
“it depends on me to be
or not be a neighbour to
the person I meet who
has need of my help,
even if he is a stranger,
or even hostile.”

the Good Samaritan to
demonstrate our faith.
The Pope quoted from
the Apostle St James,
reminding us that “faith
without works is dead.”
We should ask ourselves,
the Pope said, if our faith
is fruitful, if it produces
good works, or if, on the
other hand, it is sterile,
“and so more dead than
alive.”

That migrant who so
many people wanted
to chase away was me.
Those
grandparents,
abandoned in rest homes,
were me. Those sick
people in the hospital,
who no one went to find,
were me.”

With that challenging
reflection, Pope Francis
concluded his remarks,
calling on the Blessed
We should ask ourselves Virgin “to help us to
this
question
often, walk along the paths of
Pope Francis continued, generous love towards
because it is precisely on others, the path of the
this question that we will Good Samaritan.”
be judged at the end of
our lives. The Lord, he http://en.radiovaticana.
said, will ask us, “Do you va/news/2016/07/10/
remember that time on p o p e _ r e f l e c t s _ o n _
Jesus does not answer In the Gospel, Jesus tells the road from Jerusalem p a r a b l e _ o f _ g o o d _
the question directly, the doctor of the law to Jericho? That man, s a m a r i t a n _ a t _
but instead tells of the – and he tells us, too who was half-dead, was angelus/1243293
Good Samaritan, a man – to do as the Good me. Do you remember?
who did not observe the Samaritan had done. We That hungry child was
true religion, but who must have the attitude of me. Do you remember?

The Head of the UGCC in Stradch: “Don’t be afraid to be holy since
only then we will be able to perform all other tasks of life”
Monday, 27 June 2016
On June 26 there took
place the All-Ukrainian
Pilgrimage to Stradch,
Lviv region, which
occurred at same time
with several important
events in the life of
the Church.
First and foremost, 15
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years ago Saint Pope
John Paul II visited Lviv
and beatified 28 persons.
Besides, on this Sunday
the UGCC celebrates
the Layman’s Day and
prays to Blessed Martyr
Volodymyr Pryima, the
Patron of laymen. As is
known, on this day - 26
June 1941 - he and Fr.
Mykola Konrad were
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martyred by NKVD agents
when they were going to
hear a confession of a sick
woman. Also, on the first
Sunday after Pentecost
the Church venerates all
the Saints.
Before the Divine Liturgy
the Father and Head of
the UGCC was met by
the families whom God

had granted parenthood
through the prayers to the
Stradch’s Mother of God.
One mother, greeting the
Primate of the Church,
told that doctors did
not give her any hope
for motherhood: “We
brought our prayers
to the Mother of God
(continued on next page)

The Head of the UGCC in Stradch: “Don’t be afraid to be holy since
only then we will be able to perform all other tasks of life”
(continued from previous page)

of Unbreakable Wall
through the intercession of
the blessed martyrs of the
UGCC Fr. Mykola Konrad
and cantor Volodymyr
Pryima. On this day we
testify before you that
the Lord had heard our
prayers and blessed us
with children. We ask
for your blessing to be
good parents and raise
our children well. Bless
all the Ukrainian families
and especially those who
due to various reasons
do not have children yet
but do not lose faith and
hope for God’s mercy to
receive this great gift.”
His Beatitude Sviatoslav
blessed
the
parents
and children saying:
“Congratulations on this
great gift of parenthood.
May He give you even
more good gifts. May
your
children
grow
healthy and wise and
may mother and father
rejoice in them.”
At
the
Hierarchial
Divine Liturgy headed
by the Head of the
Church, he was joined
by: Metropolitan of Lviv
Ihor, Metropolitan of
Ternopil- Zboriv Vasyl, the
Eparch of Sokal-Zhovkva
Mykhailo, and Auxiliary
Bishop of Ivano-Frankivsk
Archeparchy Josaphat.
Saying the preacher’s
word, the Head of the
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Church
thanked
the
pilgrims that so numerously
arrived at the place of
the pilgrimage despite
the hot day in order to
be together in prayer and
together glorify God and
ask Him for blessings for
our people. “This year’s
pilgrimage takes place on
a special Sunday. Today
on the first Sunday after
the Pentecost, the Church
venerates the memory
of all Saints, who in all
times and in all countries
were witnesses of God’s
holiness. But what does
it mean to be Saints?”
– the preacher invited to
reflection.
According to him, in the
Old Testament the notion
of holiness was completely
different: “There was a
huge precipice between
the life of eternal God
and the life of a human”.
In particular, in the Book
of Exodus when Moses
started begging God:
“Show me your glory!” –
God replied: “You cannot
see my face: for there
shall no man see me and
live…”
This
precipice
was
overcome by God’s Son
Jesus Christ. For example,
Apostle Paul teaches that
Christ in Himself ruined
the wall which separated
a man from God. “We
received emergence of
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God’s glory when Christ
died on the cross. We
know it also by the fact
that the curtain was torn
in two in the temple and
at once everything, which
separated holy God from
a sinful man, disappeared.
God with His sanctity
came into the life of a
human. Even more, in
the Descent of the Holy
Spirit God filled a man
and made him a temple
of the Holy Spirit. Thus he
entered into communion
with
God’s
holiness.
And today we worship
those pious people who
were bearers of His Holy
Spirit”, - emphasized His
Beatitude Sviatoslav in his
homily.
In
the
preacher’s
opinion,
the
most
complete revelation of
God’s sanctity is God’s
mercy. So a holy man is

considered someone who
is full of God’s love, who
with his life shares God’s
love and mercy with
everyone around. “The
Fathers of the Second
Council described the
general call of Christians
as the call to holiness.
To be holy is the most
important God’s task.
But it does not mean that
we have only to develop
our human features of
perfection. To be holy
– means to reveal in
the modern world God’s
divinity in our personal
lives”, he added.
Recalling the visit of St.
Pope 15 years ago to
Ukraine, the Head of the
Church went on to say:
“We, thinking now of the
personality of the Pope,
(continued on next page)

The Head of the UGCC in Stradch: “Don’t be afraid to be holy since
only then we will be able to perform all other tasks of life”
(continued from previous page)

should remember his
words: ‘to be holy – is
possible for everyone
of us’. Even in the
contemporary
world
when people deny
such a possibility, it
is attainable to live in
the fullness of divinity
of God’s love. Do not
be afraid to be saints
because only then we
will be able to carry out
all other life tasks before
us in our time. Then we
will preserve dignity
and virtue, inviolability
of the borders of our
Motherland and win the
enemy who despite all
God’s and human laws,
is hostile to all that is
sacred.”

From his point of view,
the new martyrs of the
Church proclaimed by
the Pope are not only
“our intercessors and
supplicants, but they seem
to give piety to our earthly
spiritual life because they
show that our temporal
pilgrimage is only a
moment in comparison
with eternity.” We all are
moving towards the end
of our mortal lives and for
this end to be the crown
of eternal glory we must
follow their footsteps. It
is they who show us the
route to holiness, to God,
to truth, and to life.
In the end Metropolitan
Ihor congratulated the

Head of the Church on the
22nd anniversary of his
priestly ordination which
he received at the hands
of His Beatitude Myroslav
Ivan Lubachivsky. “May
God bless you with
abundant spiritual gifts
and good health”, wished
the Metropolitan.
Finally the commander
of the 80th Separate
Airmobile Assault Brigade
awarded Fr. Ivan Koltun,
pastor of the Cathedral
of the Assumption of the
Blessed Mother in Stradch
and
two
volunteers
from
Chicago
with
breastplates – an insignia
from the commander of
the
above-mentioned
brigade for contribution

to defense capacity
and improvement of the
material resources of this
regiment.
The UGCC Department
of Information

http://news.ugcc.ua/en/
news/the_head_of_the_
ugcc_in_stradch_dont_
be_afraid_to_be_holy_
since_only_then_we_
will_be_able_to_
perform_all_other_
tasks_of_life_77113.html
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