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Fiftieth Anniversary of the Arrival of the Missionary Sisters 
of Mother of God and Establishment of the Nursery of 

Infant Jesus at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral
On Sunday, June 26, 2016 the parishioners of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception wish to honor 
the Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God, and to celebrate 
with former students and patrons of their School – the Nursery of 
the Infant Jesus - with a parish celebration in honor of the 50th 
Anniversary of their Establishment here in Philadelphia, PA!  The 
actual date of their founding was marked on September 4, 2015, 
and now, within the fiftieth year, we invite the faithful together to 
recognize their service.
 
Through these years, many have been blessed to be their students 
in the Nursery School and Kindergarten by their kind guidance, 
nurturing and teaching. Now we know them through their present 
service at the Treasury of Faith Museum and as teachers of 
catechism in the Church.  What a great way to gather and share 
our memories!
 
A special Divine Liturgy will be celebrated by Metropolitan Stefan Soroka in their honor at 11:00 am on 
Sunday, June 26, 2016 at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. A celebratory 
reception immediately will follow in the Cathedral Parish Hall.  We invite you to this wonderful gathering to 
mark these 50 dedicated years of joyful service in our Church.
 
If you plan to attend, kindly RSVP the rectory by calling 215.922.2845, or via email at cathedralonfranklin@
comcast.net, or contact Roma Sawchyn via Facebook messenger or her email, romasaw@gmail.com.

Please remember the Missionary Sisters by offering a free will offering to defray the costs of providing a 
reception for the former parents and students, faithful, friends and family of all those involved with the Sisters 
and the Nursery for the past 50 years.  Please send and make checks payable to:
 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
ATTN: MSMG Reception
833 North Franklin Street
Philadelphia, PA 19123
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His Beatitude Sviatoslav congratulates Bishop Basil Losten on 
the 45th anniversary of his episcopal ordination

Tuesday, 31 May 2016

His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk congratulated Bishop 
Basil Losten, Bishop-emeritus of eparchy of Stamford on 
the 45th anniversary of his episcopal ordination (May 
25, 1971).

In the text of a Congratulation letter the Head of the 
Church congratulated him on the anniversary personally 
and on behalf of the Synod of Bishops.

“Celebrating your anniversary is a great event to all of 
us. Together with you we are sending up our prayers 
to the altar of God, thanking Lord for calling you to 
make this way of a humble dedication to the Church and own people”, is said in the text of the salutation. 
Especially, His Beatitude Sviatoslav thanked Bishop Basil for a constant carrying about the needs of a 
Mother Church in Ukraine.

“Receive this day our warmest greetings and wishes for abundant God’s blessings, assistance of the Holy 
Spirit in all your beginnings with glorifying God and for the good of our Church and people – for long and 
happy years”, the Head of the Church wished Bishop Basil on the anniversary.

The UGCC Department of Information

Adapted from the article on http://news.ugcc.ua/en/news/the_head_of_the_ugcc_congratulated_bishop_
basil_losten_on_45th_anniversary_of_his_episcopal_ordination_76868.html

Happy Birthday 
Bishop John Bura

“The Way” wishes a very 
Happy Birthday to Bishop 

John Bura on June 12th!

Many Happy
 Years!

Mnohaya Lita!

Congratulations on your Anniversary 
Metropolitan-Archbishop

 Stefan Soroka

“The Way” wishes to congratulate Metropolitan Stefan 
on your 20th Anniversary of being ordained a Bishop on 
June 13, 1996 and your 34th Anniversary of being ordained 

a Priest on June 13, 1982.

Many Happy Years! Mnohaya Lita!

Congratulations Bishop Basil Losten from “The Way.” 
Many Happy Years! Mnohaya Lita!



St. Nicholas School in Chicago
Welcomes His Beatitude Sviatoslav

(Photos: St. Nicholas Cathedral School Facebook page)

St. Nicholas School, Chicago, welcomed His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav Shevchuk and visiting Bishops and Priests 
to St. Nicholas Cathedral on May 27, 2016 at their 
weekly school Liturgy. The students’ angelic voices 
echoed throughout the Cathedral as they prayed as 
one St Nicholas School family. 

May God grant you many years, Your Beatitude!
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Hierarchical Divine Liturgy on May 28th, 2016 at Saints
 Volodymyr & Olha Ukrainian Catholic Church in Chicago, IL

(Photos are from Sts. Volodymyr and Olha Ukrainian Catholic Church Facebook Page.)

His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk
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His Beatitude Sviatoslav celebrates Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
at St. Nicholas Cathedral in Chicago

His Beatitude Sviatoslav and
 Metropolitan Stefan

Photo: Sts. Volodymyr and Olha Ukrainian Catholic Church 
Facebook page (знимки Наталки Коваль)

Photo: St. Nicholas Cathedral School Facebook page 

Photo: St. Nicholas Cathedral School Facebook page 

On Sunday, May 29, 2016 His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav together with 
members of the Permanent Synod 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church 
celebrated the Divine Liturgy 
at Saint Nicholas Cathedral in 

Chicago, IL.

Eucharist being distributed by 
Metropolitan Stefan Soroka and 

Bishop Bohdan Danylo.

Photo: Sts. Volodymyr and Olha 
Ukrainian Catholic Church Facebook 

page (знимки Наталки Коваль)

Photo: St. Nicholas Cathedral School 
Facebook page 
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Bishops of the Permanent Synod discusses the main topic of 
the Synod and visits Archbishop of Chicago Archdiocese

UGCC Synod session begins in USA

29 May 2016

On Saturday, May 28, 2016, the UGCC Synod opened its session in Chicago. The tradition to hold session 
of the Permanent Synod of the UGCC in different dioceses has already existed for many years and has 
proven to be beneficial for the episcopate, and for the local church community, the Information Department 
of the UGCC reports.

The visits of the Synod members led by the Primate of the UGCC is always an opportunity of getting better 
acquainted, common prayer and sharing spiritual and pastoral experience.

“We hope that the Permanent Synod with their presence and their advice and solutions will help us to 
even better fulfill our mission in the United States and promise to accompany our prayer meeting,” said Fr. 
Michael Kuzma, Chancellor of the Chicago Eparchy.

This session of the Permanent Synod will be devoted to preparation of the next Synod of Bishops of the 
UGCC, as well as consideration of current issues of church life and public service of the UGCC in native 
lands and settlements.

Adapted from an article on http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/culture/religious_ceremonies/63524/

Sunday, 29 May 2016

May 28, the Permanent 
Synod of Bishops of the 
UGCC, held in Chicago, 
met in preparation for the 
next Synod of Bishops of 
the UGCC that is going 
to be held in September 
4-11, in Lviv. In particular, 
the synodal priests 
discussed a methodology 
and the very essence of 
the main topic of the 
present year – diaconia. 
This theme is one of 
the constituent of “The 
Vibrant Parish” program 
what is especially actual, 
regarding the latest 
events in Ukraine.
 

His Beatitude Sviatoslav greets Roman Catholic 
Archbishop Blase Cupich of the Archdiocese of Chicago 

(continued on next page)
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“Indeed, diaconia that is a 
Christian ministry to the poor, - 
is one of the most convincible 
evidences of faith. Every parish 
is called to show the world a 
mother’s face of Church which 
shares all hopes and insecurities 
with its children, caring 
especially for the weakest ones. 
The next Synod has to think 
over the ways of awakening 
consciousness among a higher 
number of children of a Church; 
diaconia is not only a task of the 
Church charitable organizations 
but is a gospel’s postulate of 
every disciple of Christ as well”, 
mentioned in his comment bishop 
Bohdan Dzyurakh, the secretary 
of the Synod of Bishops of the 
UGCC.

The same day in the evening 
the Head of the UGCC and the 
participants of the Permanent 
Synod of Bishops paid a courtesy 
visit to Archbishop Blase Cupich, ordinary of Archdiocese of Chicago, Roman-Catholic Church in USA. 
On the meeting were present Archbishop Stefan Soroka, Metropolitan of Philadelphia and Bishop Bohdan 
Danylo, Bishop of Parma.

Since Archbishop Cupich is a chair of the USCCB Subcommittee for the Church in Central and Eastern 
Europe, guests thanked heartily American episcopate and personally bishop Cupich for supporting the 
UGCC and active solidarity with Ukrainian people in modern historical events.

Both sides discussed problems of pastoral care in the UGCC in Ukraine and on settlements, in particular 
challenges connected with military aggression of Russia against Ukraine. Archbishop Cupich assured His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav and present bishops in a further support from American episcopate of the Ukrainian 
Greek catholic Church as well as in solidarity with Ukrainian people. He also wished the Permanent Synod 
a successful work in Chicago.

The Secretariat of the UGCC Synod of Bishops

Adapted from an aritcle http://news.ugcc.ua/en/news/bishops_of_the_permanent_synod_discussed_the_
main_topic_of_the_synod_and_visited_archbishop_of_chicago_archdiocese_76867.html

(continued from previous page)

Dinner Saturday evening with Most Rev. Blase Cupich, Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Chicago at his official residence.
L-R, Bishop Bohdan - Secretary of the Synod of Bishops (Kyiv), 
Bishop Yaroslav-Drohobych (Ukraine), Archbishop Volodymyr-
Ivano-Frankivsk (Ukraine), Bishop Ken-New Westminster 
(Canada), Roman Catholic Archbishop Blase Cupich-Chicago, His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav, Bishop Borys-Paris (France), Archbishop 
Stefan-Philadelphia (USA), The RC Episcopal Vicar/Auxiliary 
Bishop George Rassas-Chicago, Bishop Bohdan-Parma (USA)

Bishops of the Permanent Synod discusses the main topic of 
the Synod and visits Archbishop of Chicago Archdiocese
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Nativity of Saint John the Baptist
June 24, 2016

Tropar  Lovingly do we venerate you, prophet and forerunner of 
Christ’s advent.  Yet we fail to sing you praises as you deserve.  
For  with your glorious and noble birth, the barrenness of your 
mother and the muteness of your father came to an end, - all of 
this heralding throughout the world the Incarnation of the Son of 
God.

Kondak  She who was formerly barren today gives birth to the 
forerunner of Christ.  It is he who is the fulfillment of all prophecy, 
for in the Jordan River he placed his hand upon Him Whom the 
prophets announced.  And so he is hailed as both preacher and 
forerunner, as well as prophet of the Word of God.  

(Let us lift up our hearts: Prayer Book for the Faithful, p. 156) 

Saint John the Baptist 
was the son of a holy 
priest of the temple 
named Zachary and 
of Saint Elizabeth, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary’s 
cousin. He was born just 
a few months earlier than 
Jesus.

When Saint John was 
a young man, he was 
inspired to go off alone 
into the desert where his 
only food was said to 
have been locusts and 
wild honey. He led a life 
of holiness, silence and 
prayer. Because of this, 
people considered him 
to be a prophet. Many 
people wanted to hear 
him speak. Saint John 
came out of the desert 
and began to preach. 
He urged the people to 
lead better lives and to 
prepare themselves for 
the Lord. He baptized 

sinners in the Jordan 
River. They were asked to 
express sorrow for their 
sins - having offended 
God. John announced 
that Christ Who is God 
would soon come to 
forgive sins and to open 
the doors of heaven to 
repentant sinners. He 
said that Jesus was so 
great that he himself was 
not even worthy to untie  
His sandals - the laces of 
Jesus’ shoes.

One day Jesus came 
to where John was 
preaching. Jesus told 
him that He wanted to 
be baptized in the River 
Jordan. Saint John did 
this and called Jesus, 
“the Lamb of God Who 
takes away the sins of the 
world.” He invited others 
to become followers of 
Jesus Christ.

At this time, Herod was 
ruler. Saint John the 
Baptist publicly criticized 
Herod for marrying his 
brother Philip’s wife, 
Herodias. This angered 
Herod and he ordered 
that Saint John be 
arrested, put in chains 
into prison. Herodias 
also was very angry 
that Saint John the 
Baptist dared to call her 
marriage sinful. She was 
waiting for a chance to 
get her revenge.

One day when Herod 
was having a birthday 
party, Herodias’ 
daughter, Salome, 
danced and Herod 
was so pleased that he 
foolishly promised the 
girl anything she desired. 
This was the chance for 
which Herodias was 
waiting. She suggested 
that Salome ask that the 

head of Saint John the 
Baptist be given to her on 
a dish. Although Herod 
was horrified at the idea, 
he gave in to her request 
and ordered that Saint 
John be beheaded. This 
was done, Saint John’s 
head was brought to 
Salome on a dish, and 
she gave it to her mother, 
Herodias. And that was 
the way Saint John, 
who is often called the 
greatest among those 
born of woman, died.

Saint John the Baptist 
was a great, talented 
man who forgot about 
himself and lived to 
show people the way 
to Jesus Christ. He is a 
good example to follow.  
When we feel proud, and 
want others to praise us 
or when we even brag 
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about our success, it 
is far better that we be 
modest and humble 
about our achievements 
and to remember that 
God has given us our 
talents. He wants us to 
use them well, but not to 

Nativity of Saint John the Baptist

become proud because 
of our talents.

An American writer, 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
once explained in his 
writing that there are 
actually three ways of 

viewing a person: (1) 
the person as others see 
him, (2) the person as he 
sees himself, and (3) the 
person as God sees him. 
It is this last mentioned 
one that is important and 
the one that we should 

try to see in ourselves.

Adapted from MSMG, 
Our Saints

OUR LADY OF SORROWS CEMETERY ANNUAL 
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND SERVICE

On Sunday, May 29, 2016, 
Reverend Ivan Demkiv, the 
Missionary Sisters of the Mother 
of God, and parishioners of St. 
Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Bristol, PA, celebrated a service, 
at Our Lady of Sorrows Cemetery, 
Langhorne, PA, remembering 
those who gave their lives for our 
country and for loved ones who 
have passed away.

Afterwards, Father Demkiv walked 
with family members and blessed 
the graves of the departed.

We wish to thank Father Demkiv and those who 
attended the service. We will not forget those who 
gave their lives for our freedom, nor forget our 
loved ones who have entered into the Heavenly 
Kingdom.

For information about Our Lady of Sorrows 
Cemetery, in Langhorne, PA, please call the 
chancery office at 215-627-0143.

Submitted by Taras Hankewycz
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St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church, Frackville, Memorial Day Services at our cemetery. Remembering 
our deceased and praying for them. Vichnaya pamyat!  (Photo: St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church 
Facebook page)

MEMORIAL DAY SERVICES

Gravesite services in memory of fallen war veterans held at St. Mary’s Cemetery in Fox Chase, PA on 
Memorial Day, May 30, 2016 with a Panakyhda at the Main Cross, followed by individual grave blessings. 

(Photos: Joanne Labiak Facebook Page)
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Memorial Day Liturgy was celebrated at Holy Transfiguration Ukrainian Catholic Church in the Hanover 
section of Nanticoke on Sunday, May 29th.

Prayers were offered by Father Volodymyr Popyk during the Liturgy for the deceased members of the 
armed forces who had given their lives as the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom. The choir concluded the 
Liturgy by singing “God Bless America.”

Following the Liturgy, petitions to the Mother of God were sung by the parishioners and choir at the 
grotto.

A Panahyda service and the Blessing of Graves was held at both Holy Transfiguration cemetery and Saint 
Nicholas cemetery during the afternoon.

MEMORIAL DAY SERVICES

LEAGUE OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS, STUDENTS  OF  ST.  
NICHOLAS AND PARISHIONERS HONOR LOCAL LAW 

ENFORCEMENT DURING NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

On Thursday, May 
19, 2016 a special 
program was presented 
at St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic parish, Passaic, 
NJ, to honor local Law 
Enforcement officers 
during National Police 
Week.

This program grew out 
of a proposal to the 

membership of the League 
of Ukrainian Catholics to 
reach out into the local 
parish communities and 
give honor to the police 
in their area.  Under 
our Churches “Vibrant 
Parish” program, we 
are urged to go out into 
the community to serve 
one’s neighbor doing 
charitable acts. 

As the students filed into 
Church, the members of 
Law Enforcement that 
accepted the invitation 
from Sr. Eliane Ilnitski, 
SSMI Principal and the 
League of Ukrainian 
Catholics took their place 
of honor at the front 
of the Iconastasis.  The 
St. Nicholas Chapter of 
the League of Ukrainian 

Catholics members, the 
students of St. Nicholas 
school, with preparation 
and direction by Sr. Eliane 
Ilnitski, SSMI, Principal 
greeted nine members 
of Law Enforcement from 
the County of Passaic 
Sheriff’s Department, 
City of Passaic and City 

(continued on next page)
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of Clifton and State and 
local PBA. These men 
were both active duty 
and retired officers. 

Sr. Eliane in her opening 
remarks noted that this is 
a special week when we 
honor Law Enforcement; 
“in today’s world many 
people pay attention 
to the mistakes that 
are made and its fast 
media attention.” As she 
addressed the Police, 
she noted “all the good, 
your dedication, your 
sacrifices and risks that 
you take to save someone 
else is hardly ever seen 
or appreciated”; “Today 
we want to express our 
gratitude for your service 
and to humbly say Thank 
You.”

Those gathered along 
with the children, recited 
the pledge of allegiance 
and sang the American 
and Ukrainian National 
anthems’. Sr. Eliane 
then introduced Marion 
C. Hrubec, President of 
the League of Ukrainian 
Catholics for her address.  
Marion noted that when 
she approached Fr. 
Andriy Dudkevych, pastor 
about preparing such a 
program as part of our 
“Vibrant Parish” activity, 
he was in agreement 
and suggested that we 
involve the parish and 
the students.  Marion 

remarked “we have 
always been taught 
that Police officers 
are regarded as our 
friend, someone to trust, 
someone to respect, 
the ‘go to person’ for 
help and that is the 
reason we are here 
today, to reinforce this 
to the children and the 
community and to relay 

to you, the Police, that 
your work and sacrifice 
in the community is 
recognized, for which we 
are grateful”. Marion then 
introduced each officer 
by rank and department 
along with the members 
of the parish who serve 
and have served in 
Law Enforcement. Their 
children, grandchildren 

and relatives attend our 
parish school.

The program continued 
with the children doing 
their presentation. 
Madeline Karlicki read 
a selection entitled “A 
Cop Has a Calling”.   Sr. 
Eliane stated “we know 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK
(continued from previous page)

On Thursday, May 19, 2016 a special program was presented at St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic parish, Passaic, NJ, to honor local Law 
Enforcement officers during National Police Week.

(Back Row) L to R: Passaic PBA officer Mauro Farallo; Passaic Det. 
Daniel Cohen; Clifton PBA delegate Officer Michael Adamo; Passaic 
SRO Officer Callahan; Commander of School Resources Unit Lt. 
DanielSienkiewicz. (Middle row): Rev. A. Dudkevych, Mrs. Irene Lesiw, 
SRO Officer Martinez, Passaic Deputy Chief Capuana, Clifton Captain 
Christopher Stabile, Passaic County Sheriff Executive Captain Tim 
Quinzer, Retired Passaic Lt. Bartolo Giacona (grandfather of August 
and Madeline Karlicki), Helen Fedoriw, LUC VP; Retired Passaic 
County Sheriff Detective Michael Skala. (Front Row): Marion C. 
Hrubec, LUC President; Tetiana Zurawski; Augustus Karlicki; Madeline 
Karlicki; Victoria Skala; Johnny Hernandez; Sr. Eliane Ilnitski, SSMI, 
Principal.

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

and can imagine the 
danger that each one 
of you encounter daily. 
When you leave home, 
you and your loved ones 
pray for your safety, your 
family is not relaxed until 
they see you returning 
home and saying Hi!” I 
invite our students to rise 
and say a prayer asking 
God’s protection for you 
and your colleagues. 

As St. Michael the 
Archangel is the Patron 
of Police, in appreciation, 
the Police were gifted 
with an Icon of St. 
Michael the Archangel.  
Victoria Skala was given 
the opportunity to present 
her father, Retired 
Detective Michael Skala 
of the Passaic County’s 
Sheriff’s department, with 
his Icon. She said that “I 
am your little girl and I 
am proud of you” and 
she thanked him for his 
service, dedication and 
commitment and asked 
God to reward and bless 
him, her hero.

Fr. Andriy Dudkevych 
came forward for his 
closing remarks. He 
said that as we gather 
here to honor our Law 
Enforcement officers, 
let us reflect on the 
Beatitudes, especially 
the last few:  “Blessed 
are the peacemakers 
– our Law Enforcement 
Officers – who go out 
and make peace among 
the people.  As St. John 
Chrysostom says, they 
bring together others 
who are fighting, who 
are hurting; they bring 
together things divided 
and reconcile them.  
Blessed are those who 
are persecuted… Blessed 
are you when men 
revile you and persecute 
you…”

In this year of Mercy, we 
hear the words of Christ 
– for in fact He says, 
“Those who mourn will be 
comforted and those who 
show mercy will receive 
mercy, and those pure in 
heart will see God, and 

the peacemakers will be 
called sons of God.”

We understand the 
difficulties each of you 
face as you work to 
protect us and we pray 
and ask St. Michael the 
Archangel, the patron 
Saint of Police to be with 
each of you daily during 
your shift and as you 
return home to spend 
time with your families.

Fr. Andriy further 
remarked “I am honored 
to address you and Thank 
you for your dedication 
as Law Enforcement 
personnel to the people 
of Passaic, Clifton and 
the County. Yours is a 
dangerous job yet a 
fulfilling one, a vocation 
of love of human kind. 
We recognize that you 
put yourselves in the 
path of danger daily, 
you protect us, you are 
available to us in good 
times and in difficult 
times and for that, we as 
a parish community are 

grateful. It is necessary 
that we recognize the 
work you do and we 
pray for your courage 
and safety.” “I am happy 
to acknowledge St. 
Nicholas parishioners 
and graduates who have 
made the commitment to 
service as Police Officers 
and I congratulate and 
thank them. We also 
remember Officer +John 
P. Skala, a member of 
the parish who perished 
on September 11.”  All 
were asked to rise for 
a moment of silence 
as we remembered 
the deceased.  Eternal 
Memory.

Following the program, 
the Police were invited 
to refreshments of coffee 
and ‘donuts’.  The officers 
were thrilled to have 
received the Icons and 
requests have come from 
the three departments for 
additional Icons for other 
officers.

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK



Sister Anisia Pauline Symionow, SSMI fell asleep in the Lord on Sunday, 
May 29, 2016. Services were held at St. Mary’s Villa in Sloatsburg, NY.  

Sr. Anisia Pauline Symionow was the daughter of Andrew and Anna.  
She was born on July 8, 1922 in Snow, North Dakota.  She entered the 
novitiate of the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate on July 7, 1948.  
She spent her religious life teaching elementary education, working in 
pastoral ministry, catechetical work and working with the elderly at St. 
Joseph’s Adult Care Home, Sloatsburg, NY.

In her biography on the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate website, Sr. 
Anisia wrote, “Christ has gifted me with joy; a joy that I love sharing with 
others who spread joy to others, especially to persons who are in need 
of fulfilling their hunger and thirst for peace and joy... A caption by an 
unknown author I most relish is, “To have a smile for all is a great means 
of doing good.”  This is my mission which I strive to live out every day.  
With God’s grace and trust, love and readiness, I am able to live my 
consecrated life as a Servant of Mary Immaculate...  It is a great privilege 
to praise and serve God as a consecrated woman.”  

May her memory be eternal! Vichnaya pamyat!

+Sister Anisia Pauline
 Symionow, SSMI 

God’s Mercy given through Care for the Elderly

Compassionate and quality care of our elderly parents and family members is offered by the Sisters 
Servants of Mary Immaculate at St. Joseph’s Home in Sloatsburg, N.Y.  The need for such facilities among 
our elderly parents and family members, and within our Ukrainian American community is great.  

The addition of a new wing and the upgrading of the existing facilities will enable the Sisters Servants to 
offer elevated medical care and service for the elderly.  There will be increased capacity to admit more 
people needing care.  

The Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate have historically offered such quality and compassionate care 
throughout our history in America (75 years in 2017).  We need to help them to continue to fulfill this mission 
and to enable a much needed expansion of St. Joseph’s Home 
in Sloatsburg.  

Please help by providing your generous donation to enable 
the building of the expanded facility to care for our elderly.  
Please choose to be an instrument of God’s mercy for those 
who are in need of His care.  Thank you!  Kindly send your 
(tax deductible) donation to:
St. Joseph’s Adult Care Home, Inc.
P.O. Box 8
Sloatsburg, New York   10974

Sister Anisia Pauline Symionow, SSMI falls asleep in the Lord
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Providence Association comes to Sloatsburg

On Friday May 13, members 
of the Providence Association, 
located in Philadelphia, PA, visited 
St. Joseph’s Adult Care Home in 
Sloatsburg, NY. Their purpose 
was to present a donation of 
$10,000 to the Sisters Servants 
of Mary Immaculate from the 
Providence Association. This 
donation will be used toward the 
expansion project of St. Joseph’s 
Home.   Pictured in the front 
row with Sisters Servants and 2 
residents of the Home, are  Kvitka 
Semanyshyn, Vice President of 
Providence and Myron Soltys, 
Treasurer. Pictured in the second 
row (L-R) are Msgr. Peter Waslo, 
Msgr. John Terlecky, Rev. Ihor Midzak, President of Providence, and the Most Rev. Paul Chomnycky, OSBM. 
Following the presentation of the check, they joined the Sisters and residents for dinner at the Home.
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Celebrate the Year of Mercy 
with the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate 

 
 It was 1892 in the village of Zhuzhel, Province of 
Halychyna, Western Ukraine.  The first active, apostolic 
Congregation in the Byzantine-Ukrainian Catholic Church was 
born -- the Sisters Servants of Mary  Immaculate.  This young 
community came into being at a time when the people were 
morally and spiritually oppressed.  Their hearts were deeply 
yearning to be uplifted and renewed.   
      Rev. Jeremiah Lomnycky, OSBM, the fledgling 
community’s spiritual director and co-founder, said:  “Among 
our people there is still a lack of piety, the sensibility of 
educating the heart; God has given us that 
responsibility…serve your people where the need is the 
greatest...May your work be directed toward God and offered 
for the glory of God.” 
 And so, 22- year- old Sister Josaphata Michaelina 
Hordashevska, with faith and courage, became the heart and 
pulse of the beginning community.  With earnest 
determination and dedication she and the other novices went 

about fulfilling the profound mission of “contemplation in action”.   They went to towns and villages 
caring for the young, helping the mothers and families, serving the poor and illiterate, instructing them in 
virtuous Christian living, instilling love of God and neighbor, prayer and good works, encouraging them 
through God’s Word and bringing hope and enlightenment.  
 Education formed a significant part of the Congregation’s charism. Very early, the Sisters 
established nurseries for the children entrusted to their care.  They were instructed according to the 
Froebel method of conducting such schools. Friedrich Froebel, a 19th c. German educator, believed that 
children were “tiny flowers… varied and need[ing] care”.  (froebelweb.tripod.com)   The little ones 
needed a place called a “children’s garden” to grow and blossom and to be what they were destined to be.  
The first day nursery was opened on May 15, 1893, in Zhuzhel.  Sister Josaphata, our foundress, urged the 
sisters responsible for nursery schools to be well prepared, “in order to root deeply in the young hearts 
true love and knowledge of Jesus Christ…and a devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary”. 
 In the fourth painting of the series entitled, Day Nursery, we see Sister Arsenia leading the class in 
singing hymns in honor of Jesus and Mary.  The young ones listen and respond attentively.  Sister Arsenia 
sings and plays along on the accordion, and the novices assist.  Through Bible stories and catechesis, 
children’s songs, poetry, games, skits, and group activities using the simplest materials from nature and 
daily life, these children of God would grow and develop to their highest spiritual and human potential.  
 Will you join the Sisters Servants in this 21st century to pray for children? We must strive to bring 
our children and their families to Jesus Christ. Help us to do this. Teach them to 
pray at home and in church. Pray together. Read stories from the Old Testament 
(Bible heroes) and the New Testament (Jesus’ words and actions). Show caring 
love and joy.  We must strive by every means to plant spiritual seeds in their 
hearts from early childhood, so that they would grow and develop in the ways of 
the Lord throughout their Christian lives.         
           Sister Zenovia, SSMI                 
 
As part of celebrating this Jubilee Year of Mercy, we invite to join us in praying the 
Akathist to Jesus, celebrated by Msgr. John Terlecky, on Monday June 13th, at 6:30 
pm in St. Mary’s Chapel, Sloatsburg, NY. 



62nd  ANNUAL  HOLY  DORMITION 
(ASSUMPTION) PILGRIMAGE 

AUGUST 13 – 14, 2016
SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE

ST. MARY ’S VILLA / SLOATSBURG, NY 
Theme: Jesus - the Face of Mercy; Mary - the Mother of Mercy

The Door of St. Mary’s Chapel has been designated an Eparchial Holy
Door of Mercy.  We encourage all pilgrims to walk through the Door, visit

the Chapel and obtain the special blessings of this Jubilee Year of Mercy.
Saturday, August 13

12:00 p.m. Food Available at Pavilion
1:00 p.m. Akathist to the Mother of God - Very Rev. John S. Custer SSL, STD, Rector 

Choir: Cathedral of St. Michael the Archangel in Passaic, NJ
2:00 p.m. Presentations (listed below) 
5:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy – Most. Rev. Peter A. Libasci – Bishop of Manchester Diocese (grotto – English)

Choir: St. Mary’s Byzantine Catholic Church, Hillsborough, NJ
Blessing of Water (front of Villa)

7:15 p.m. Teen/ Young Adult Gathering and Discussion (Pavilion)
7:15 p.m. Activity for children – Youth will also participate in the candlelight procession
8:00 p.m. Moleben to the Mother of God with candlelight procession (grotto – English)

Most Rev. Kurt Burnette – Bishop of Passaic Eparchy - main celebrant / homilist
Panakhyda – St. Mary’s Villa chapel

**No Teen Camp Out **
Sunday, August 14

8:30 a.m.  Materi Molitvy / Mothers in Prayer – Rosary / Singing (St. Mary’s Villa Chapel)
10:30 a.m.  Pontifical Divine Liturgy with procession to the grotto

followed by blessing of flowers
Most Rev. Stefan Soroka, Metropolitan Archbishop of Philadelphia
Most Rev. Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, Bishop of the Eparchy of Stamford
Most Rev. Bohdan Danylo – Bishop of the Eparchy of Parma
Most Rev. John Bura – Auxiliary Bishop of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia– Homilist
Most Rev. Basil Losten, Bishop Emeritus of the Eparchy of Stamford  

Choir: St. Josaphat Church – New Britain, CT
12:00 p.m. Youth Liturgy - Rev. Paul Makar – St. Michael’s Ukrainian Church –Cherry Hill, NJ

main celebrant / homilist (chapel – English)
1:00 p.m.    Activity & Blessing for children/youth (Terrace)
1:30 p.m. Teen/ Young Adult Gathering and Discussion (Terrace)
1:30 p.m. Blessing of the Sick    (St. Mary’s Villa Chapel  & grotto steps)

Blessing of Religious Articles (in front of St. Joseph’s Home) 
2:00 p.m.        Stations of the Cross – Basilian Father
3:00 p.m.        Moleben to the Mother of God (Grotto - Ukrainian)

Most Rev. Bohdan Danylo – main celebrant / homilist
Blessing of cars and buses – Rev. Ivan Tyhovych

Special Video and Exhibits for the Year of Mercy on display in the Gallery

CONFESSION AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE WEEKEND
Presentations in English:

2:00   The Joy of Love: Be the sign of mercy wherever family life exists
– Most Rev. Bishop Peter Libasci  (Bishop   Libasci  has  bi-ritual faculties.)

2:45     The Gospel of Mercy: St. Luke
– Sr. Kathleen Hutsko, SSMI 

Rt. Rev. Mitred Msgr. John Terlecky, Pilgrimage Spiritual Moderator
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First Confession at Holy Transfiguration, Nanticoke, PA

Stephen Miller, a member of Holy Transfiguration 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Nanticoke, Pa. received 
First Confession and Solemn Holy Communion on 
Sunday, May 29, 2016.

Stephen’s parents are Lisa and Chris Miller.  His 
sponsors were Krissi and Rob Harris.  The proud 
grandparents are Sandra Zbierski and June and Art 
Miller.  Stephen has one brother Christian.  

A special thank you goes out to Christine Mash 
for preparing Stephen for this very special day.  
Mnohaya Lita!

Seven Children receive the Mysteries of First Penance and 
Solemn Communion at St. Nicholas in Minersville

              
On Sunday, May 8, 2016, seven children from St. Nicholas Parish in Minersville, PA received the Mysteries 
of Confession and Solemn Communion. Pictured with Father Mark Fesniak, pastor of St. Nicholas, are: 
(Front Row, L-R) Aubree Schmitt, Morgan Howell,  and Ava Werner. (Middle Row) Aidan Miller and Jaidan 
Schmitt. (Back Row)  Sr. Zenovia, SSMI (Religion Teacher), George Shimko, Fr. Mark, Dominico Yourey and 
Sr. Natalya, SSMI.



First Confession in Olyphant, PA

The Sacrament of Penance was 
held on June 4, 2016 at Ss. 
Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, Olyphant, 
PA. Divine Liturgy was held 
on June 5, 2016 where the 
children received Solemn Holy 
Communion.   The children in 
attendance and Photos; Left 
to right: Jack Martin Sheridan, 
Nicholas Borowski, Gabriella 
Dennis, Lauren Lowe,  Rev. 
Nestor Iwasiw (pastor) Avianna 
Runco, Arianna Mae Aiello, and 
Cole Andre Marcinko.  (Photo: 
Lauren Telep)

First Penance and Solemn Communion Class of 2016, Perth Amboy

Seventeen children 
of the Assumption 
School and parish in 
Perth Amboy, NJ, had 
First Confession on 
Friday, May 13,  and 
received First Solemn 
Holy Communion on 
Sunday, May 15, 2016. 
As a parish community 
celebration, the day 
was as usual a huge 
success. Our pastor Fr. 
Ivan Turyk delivered 
a very beautiful and 
thoughtful homily 
just for children as 
they gathered in a 
church for this special 
day. We would like 
to congratulate the 
children on the important milestone in their lives.  Thank you to Sr. Yosaphata, MSMG and the  2nd grade 
teacher of Assumption Catholic School Miss Victoria Giordano  for hours of commitment and dedication in 
preparing the children for First Confession and Solemn Holy Communion, providing not only the necessary 
knowledge but, above all, sharing their faith with the children.
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First Confession and Solemn Holy Communion at 
St. Josaphat in Trenton, NJ

On Sunday, May 22, 2016, Very 
Rev. Taras R. Lonchyna, pastor of 
St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Trenton, New Jersey, 
heard the First Confessions 
and administered Solemn Holy 
Communion to six children.  
Oresta Holubec, Ruslan Holubec, 
Julian Holubec, Nazariy Medvid, 
Katya Nirschl and Danylo Tsar 
listened intently to the words of 
Fr. Taras and devoutly received 
Holy Communion.  The church 
was filled to capacity with 
parishioners, families, and friends 
of the Communicants. Father 
Taras deserves much gratitude for 
his patiently loving way with the 
children during their preparation 
for the Sacraments of Confession 
and Communion. 

Photo: From the back, left: Wasyl Ivanuk, Rev. Taras R. Lonchyna, Roman Medvid, Danylo Tsar, Ruslan 
Holubec (from St. Josaphat Church, Chicago, IL), Julian Holubec (from Zarvancyia Mother of God Church 
in Seattle, WA), Nazariy Medvid, Oresta Holubec (from St. Josaphat Church, Chicago, IL), Katya Nirschl.

FATHER’S DAY GREETING 

On the occasion of Father’s Day, the Staff of The Way wishes all our 
readers who are fathers good health, long life, and the Lord’s choicest 
blessings. May the Holy Spirit guide you throughout your lifetime and 
may the Almighty Lord God guard and protect you by His grace.   
MANY HAPPY AND BLESSED YEARS! 

IN MEMORY 

We pray for the blessed repose of the souls of all the deceased fathers 
of our readership. May the Lord God forgive all their sins, both voluntary 
and involuntary. May the Lord God grant them entry into His eternal 
kingdom of Heaven. MAY THEIR MEMORY BE ETERNAL! 

God Our Father
    “He shall cry to me, “You are my Father, my God, my 
Rock that brings me salvation!” – (Psalm 89:26) New American Bible, 

St. Joseph Edition.)

FATHER’S DAY 
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North Schuylkill High School
 graduates

On Sunday, June 5, St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Frackville, Pa. honored parish graduates from 
the 2016 Class of North Schuylkill High School.

Photo: Front row (l. to r): Anya Spotts,  Alex Mazur, 
class treasurer, Abbey Peleschak, class salutatorian  
Back row (l. to r.):  Father Roman Pitula, pastor; Rev. 
Deacon Paul Spotts.

Proud Graduates of Holy Transfiguration in Nanticoke, PA.

Congratulations to Veronika Popyk, Juliana Waclawski and Nikolas Placek who graduated from the Greater 
Nanticoke Area High School on Wednesday, June 8, 2016.  Divine Liturgy was offered in their honor on 
Sunday, June 5 at the 10:30 a.m. service.  Parents, relatives, and friends were present to celebrate their 
accomplishment.  A special blessing and parish gift was given to each graduate by Fr. Volodymyr Popyk.  
A coffee hour followed in the church basement.  Mnohaya Lita!
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Congratulations, Kindergarten Graduates 2016!

Assumption Catholic 
School, Perth Amboy, NJ 
would like to congratulate 
the Kindergarten Class of 
2016 on their graduation! 
In a ceremony held on 
the evening of June 6th, 
families gathered to 
watch kindergarteners 
graduate from our 
school. The students held 
a processional march 
into the auditorium in 
their caps and gowns, 
and then sang songs and 
recited poems. After the 
program, the students 
and parents offered 
tributes to their wonderful 
teacher Mrs. D. Thanks 
was also expressed to the 
music teacher Miss Anna Lawrence for sharing her music skills and teaching kindergarteners the great songs 
for the program. We wish all the families who entrusted their kindergarteners to us this year the very best! 
And we look forward to welcoming a great many of you back next year as the children embark on the 
next leg of their educational journey with us, elementary school.

Congratulations to the 2016 Perth Amboy, NJ graduates! 

Our best wishes are extended 
to our 24 school graduates this 
year. From preschool to eighth 
grade we have watched our 
students blossom into mature, 
handsome and beautiful boys 
and girls. On June 4, 2016 after 
celebrating the Divine Liturgy 
of Thanksgiving, the diplomas 
and awards were presented to 
students of Assumption Catholic 
School in Perth Amboy, NJ for 
academic achievements and 
outstanding recognition. On 
this special day, all of the hard 
work and effort of individual 
students were recognized. 
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Graduations at St. Nicholas School in Minersville, PA 

Graduation ceremonies for the Pre-School, Kindergarten and 8th grade classes of St. 
Nicholas School were held on May 25 and 26.   
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Junior Sodality Organize Events at St. Nicholas School 
in Minersville, PA Throughout May 

Ice Cream Social 
The Sodality hosted an Ice Cream Social for the students of the school to raise money for the 
flowers to be used during the School May Procession and Crowning. 

Happy Halls 
The Sodality members created hand-made decorations and on a Friday afternoon decorated 
the Halls of St. Nicholas School, as a surprise for students and staff when they arrive on 
Monday morning. The idea was to make the 
school hallways colorful and fun, so as to  
‘make everyone smile’ as they walked through 
the school building in the morning and 
throughout the day.
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May Procession and Crowning in Minersville, PA 

The Members of the Junior Sodality at St. 
Nicholas School in Minersville, PA, provided 
flowers for the students and faculty of the 
school to place before the icon of the Mother 
of God as she was honored through a special 
prayer service and with songs on May 13. The 
prayer service on was led by Fr. Mark, Sr. 
Zenovia, SSMI and Sr. Natalya, SSMI.  
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“Brother to Brother”  Summer Camps for Children of the 
Gray Zone

In 2015, 200 orphans of deceased 
and wounded soldiers, children 
refugees from Donetsk, Lugansk, 
Sumy and Mariupol attended a 
two week summer camp at the 
Opilla campground in the village 
of Dobrynja, Rohatyn district, Ivano-
Frankivsk region. The cost of the 
camp was 26 thousand dollars.

This year the United Ukrainian 
American Relief Committee (UUARC, 
also known as ZUADK), again will 
sponsor a summer camp for 200 
children from the so-called “Gray 
Zone”, children from families living 
on the border of occupied territories 
which are under daily fire from 
separatists.

Please help us to financially give these 
children a chance to leave the “Gray 
Zone” and breathe the mountain air 
with their peers in Western Ukraine, 
even for a short time.

Your donations can be mailed to 
– UUARC summer camps - 1206 
Cottman Ave., Philadelphia, PA 
19111  – or sent electronically 
through our website at www.uuarc.
org. All donations are tax exempt. 

“Brother to Brother” is the motto of 
United Ukrainian American Relief 
Committee (UUARC or ZUADK), which 
is a registered Humanitarian Relief 
Organization (501c3) and which has 
more than 70 years helping needy 
Ukrainians throughout the world, 
especially now in Ukraine.
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The Eastern Catholic Eparchial Directors of Religious Education 
meet at Bon Secours Retreat and Conference Center, 
Marriottsville, Md. for its spring meeting, Monday, May 23 

through Thursday, May 26, 2016.

Pictured are (seated l. to r.): Sr. Jean Marie Cihota, OSBM (Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Phoenix), Sr. 
Marion Dobos, OSB (Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan Archeparchy of Pittsburgh), Sr. Ann Laszok, OSBM 
(Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of St. Josaphat in Parma, Ohio), (standing l. to r.): Rev. Hezekias Carnazzo 
(Melkite Greek Catholic Eparchy of Newton, MA), Very Rev. Archpriest John M. Fields, treasurer (Ukrainian 
Catholic Metropolitan Archeparchy of Philadelphia), Rt. Rev. Mitred Archpriest John S. Kachuba, vice-
chairman (Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Parma, Ohio), Very Reverend Gregory J. Noga, ECED Chairman 
(Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic, NJ), Rev. Paul L. Voida (Romanian Catholic Eparchy in Canton, 
Ohio), Rev. Deacon Daniel G. Dozier (Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic, NJ), Rev. Andrew J. Summerson 
(Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Parma, Ohio).

June 6, 2016, Monday marked the 23rd 
Anniversary of Rev. Nestor Iwasiw of Ss. 
Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Olyphant, PA of his ordination on 
becoming a priest.  After the 8:00 a.m daily 
Divine Liturgy, the parishioners surprised 
Father Nestor, and took him out for breakfast 
at Alexander’’s Restaurant on Route  6  in 
Carbondale, PA.  In attendance, from left 
to right: Father John  Wysochansky (retired), 
Helen Pagnotti,  Marcella Gawon, Dorothy 
Zinsky, Marlene Zelno, Rose Sempre, Cheryl 
Matuszewski, Father Nestor Iwasiw, and 
Jerry Gawron.   (Photo by Lauren Telep)

Olyphant Celebrates Pastor’s Anniversary
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Sisters of the Order of  

Saint Basil the Great 
 

Annual Pilgrimage 

Celebrating Eighty-five Years as a 

Praying…Healing…Life-giving Presence 

 

Sunday, October 2, 2016 

9am – 5pm 

 
Theme: “Mother of Mercy” 

(Year of Mercy proclaimed by Pope Francis I) 

SAVE THE DATE 

On the Monastery Grounds 
  
 
 

Carnival at 
Saint Basil Academy

Saint Basil Academy 
is hosting a Summer 
Carnival June 22-
25, 2016 on the 
front campus of SBA!  
Join us for evenings 
of rides, food, bingo 
and entertainment.

The Carnival will run June 22-24, 6-10PM; June 
25, 4-10PM.  Ride wristbands are available for 
Family Fun Days on June 22 & 23.  

To purchase wristbands, please visit our website 
ht tp://www.stbasi lacademy.org/alumnae/
carnival/ or call Samantha Angelone at (215) 
885-3771 ext 124.

Saint Basil Academy/ 711 Fox Chase Road/ 
Jenkintown, PA  19046

West Easton Parish donates Pyrohy Sale Money to the Sisters of 
the Order of St. Basil the Great Catechetical Mission in Ukraine

At a parish dinner on May 22, 2016, Holy Ghost 
Parish, West Easton, PA, pyrohy workers donated 
their May proceeds from their pyrohy sale $1,000 
to the Sisters of the Order of St Basil the Great 
Catechectical Mission in Ukraine. Olia and Emily 
Dunigan, two parishioners from Holy Ghost are 
volunteers for the trip.  

Bohdanna Sidlar presented the donation to Sr Joann 
Sosler, OSBM one of the coordinators for the Mission.  
Sr. Joanne spoke to the congregation in West Easton 
on the missionary work the Sisters are continuing 
in Ukraine. More information about the Basilian 
catechetical camp can be found on the website for 
the Sisters of the Order of St Basil at http://www.
stbasils.com/



Bishop Soter Stephen Ortynsky: Genesis of the Eastern Catholic 
Churches in America Paperback – May 20, 2016

By Ivan Kaszczak

Published under the 
Authority of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia. 

Here is the ordering 
link: 

h t tp ://www.amazon.
c o m / B i s h o p -
S o t e r - S t e p h e n -
O r t y n s k y -Ca t ho l i c /
d p / 1 5 3 3 3 2 2 8 0 5 /
ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&q
id=1464720464&sr=8-
1&keywords=kaszczak

Book is available in 
both paperback and 
Kindle formats. Available 
across all channels and 
worldwide. 

Detailed Description: 

From the author’s preface: 
This book traces the life 
of Bishop Sotor Stephen 
Ortynsky, the first Eastern 
Catholic Bishop in the 
Western Hemisphere. 
The book also records 
the early years of the 
Ru then ian-Ukra in ian 
“Greek Catholic Church” 
in the United States, 
which set the stage for the 
beginnings of the Eastern 
Catholic Churches in the 
United States. 

Bishop Ortynsky served 
as the first hierarch of 

the Ruthenian Greek 
Catholic Church in the 
United States. As the first 
Eastern Catholic bishop in 
the Western Hemisphere, 
he significantly influenced 
the U.S. Catholic Church 
in its structure and 
ecclesiology. The lack 
of episcopal oversight 
at the inception of 
the Ruthenian Greek 
Catholic Church in the 
U.S. led to the fracturing 
of its membership. 

Ortynsky, in spite of his 
best efforts, became a 
target and scapegoat for 
much of the dissension 
within his church, and the 
lack of understanding 
from without. For many 
fellow Catholics in the 
Latin Church, Bishop 
Ortynsky stood in direct 
opposition to the Latin 
rite Catholic Church’s 
unity of jurisdiction and 
uniformity of discipline. 

Various churches sought 
the conversion of 
Ruthenian Catholics. The 
diverse ethnic composition 
of the Ruthenian Greek 
Catholic Church was 
fertile ground for 
misunderstanding. Many 
members considered 
themselves Rusins, 
Ukrainians, Slovaks, 
Hungarians and other 
ethnicities; nevertheless, in 
spite of these challenges 

O r t y n s k y 
p e r s e v e r e d , 
asserting his 
church’s rightful 
autonomy and 
e v a n g e l i c a l 
mission to 
preach the 
Gospel to all 
nations. 

To understand 
the history of 
C a t h o l i c i s m 
in the United 
States, one 
needs to 
u n d e r s t a n d 
both the 
Western (Latin) 
and the Eastern Catholic 
Churches that took root in 
the Land of Washington. 
The Catholic Church is 
divided into East and 
West based on the 
ancient division of the 
Roman Empire. The 
Latin Church has been 
dominant in the West, 
while twenty-one Eastern 
Catholic Churches, 
devolving from the 
Antiochian, Alexandrian, 
Byzantine, and Armenian 
traditions, predominated 
in the East. 

The Ruthenian Catholic 
Church discussed in this 
book is presently divided 
into two Churches: The 
Byzantine (Ruthenian) 
and the Ukrainian 
Catholic Churches. Both 

belong to the Byzantine 
tradition.

In the late nineteenth 
century, the Latin Church 
had systematically 
consolidated its position in 
American society through 
its religious communities 
and institutions. By the 
1870s, this church, which 
had spread throughout 
the planet in concert with 
the European empires 
with which it was aligned, 
began to face a new 
challenge to its identity. 

The Eastern Catholics 
from Eastern Europe 
and the Middle East 
had begun to immigrate 
to America, due to 
economic factors and 

(continued on next page)
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the pressures of regional 
wars. 

This book addresses 
the confluence of these 
Western and Eastern 
Churches. It speaks to 
both the accomplishments 
and the shortcomings of 
the Church’s history—the 
“good” and the “bad”—

Bishop Soter Stephen Ortynsky: Genesis of the Eastern Catholic 
Churches in America Paperback – May 20, 2016

(continued from previous page)

and it follows a principle 
articulated by Rev. John 
Tracy Ellis, an outstanding 
historian of the Catholic 
Church in America, who 
cited the words of Pope 
Leo XIII, as he opened the 
Vatican Secret Archives, 
on August 18, 1883: 
“The first law of history 
is to dread uttering 

falsehood; the next is not 
to fear stating the truth.”

In that spirit, I have 
attempted to present a 
balanced and inclusive, 
though not exhaustive, 
view of the history that 
includes both the Eastern 
and Western strains of 
Catholicism, strains that 

form the crux of Catholic 
Church history in the 
United States. I believe 
this approach can inform 
and illuminate, while 
showing respect for both 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church and the Ruthenian 
Catholic Church—and 
shedding light on their 
common heritage.

Year of Mercy Column for June 
19, 2016: A Father’s First Duty

by: Mr. Peter Yaremko
 
A father’s first duty is to protect his children. That goes 
for not only earthly Dads, but for our Heavenly father 
as well. His embrace encompasses even those furthest 
from him. 

This is why the words we hear most often in Scripture 
are, “Do not be afraid.” 

Many wonder why a loving God of mercy puts up with evil, why bad things happen to good people while 
the sinful often seem to prevail. The world is what it is because God has created us fully free.

A Carmelite writer describes God’s mercy this way: 
“It is like a declaration of love from God to humanity, to each one of us; it is a pledge of fidelity that is 
relayed from hand to hand, from heart to heart, and finally comes down to us.” 
We, too, have to pay attention to these words. After all, Jesus was not one to talk for the sake of hearing 
himself. 

Through the ages, God’s message to Dads remains: “Keep the mandate of the LORD, your God, following 
his ways and observing his statutes, commands, ordinances and decrees as they are written in the law of 
Moses, that you may succeed in whatever you do, wherever you turn. [1 Kings 2:2-3]

Our prayer today: Heavenly Father, your mercy flows from age to age like a river through time. Bless our 
earthly fathers as we celebrate them on this, their day.
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Olyphant City Days

Ss. Cyrils and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church participates 
in Olyphant City Days, June 2-4th, 2016 Ss. Cyril and Methodius 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Olyphant participated in the Olyphant 
City Days with the BINGO Tent, as a fund raiser with a Raffle,  
on June 2nd-4th, 2016, Held in cooperation with the Volunteer 
Fire House, Eureka #4 of Olyphant, on the Sport Complex 
Grounds on E. Grant Street, Olyphant. Photo: Parishioners and 
friends of Ss. Cyrils: 1st row: Cameron Loghney, Cole Marcinko 
and Brandon Marcinko. 2nd Row: Lauren Telep, Joanne Berta 
and John Sereditch. 3rd Row; Tom Matkosky, Rev. Nestor Iwasiw 
(Pastor), Cheryl Matuszewski and Andy Marcinko. 
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Byzantine Liturgy at 
St. Edmond’s Church 

in Rehoboth Beach, DE 

Rev. Volodymyr Klanichka pastor of St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Church will celebrate Divine 
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom at St. Edmond’s 
Roman Catholic Church, Rehoboth Beach, DE 
at 6:00 PM on Sundays: June 26, July 31 and 
August 28, 2016. (Last Sunday of the month 
during June, July, and August.) 

St. Edmond’s Roman 
Catholic Church 
is located on the 
Intersection of King 
Charles Avenue 
and Laurel Street, 
Rehoboth Beach, DE 
19971. For more 
information, please 
call at (302) 762-
5511
 

SUNDAY  June 26 

315 4th Street ,West Easton PA 
For more information contact 

610-252-4266 

HOMEMADE UKRAINIAN FOOD 
PYROHY, HALUPKI, HALUSHKY 

KIELBASA & SAUERKRAUT 
 

MUSIC AND DANCING 
 

 UKRAINIAN ARTS AND 
CRAFTS VENDORS 

 
TRICKY TRAY 

 
GAMES AND PRIZES 

 
UKRAINIAN CONCERT  

DANCERS 2:00PM  
ALL ARE WELCOME ! 

12:00PM  to  7:00PM                       

HOLY GHOST 
PICNIC 

Jeff Bellfy & 
Company 

Jeff Bellfy & 

Company 

12:00-2:00PM 

The Golden Tones Polka Band 
3:00PM-7:00PM 

FAMILY CASINO NIGHT 
SATURDAY JUNE 18 6 – 9 PM 

NATIVITY OF THE BVM UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH HALL 
211 GRACE ST, READING, PA  19611 

GAMES. FOOD PRIZES! 
A GOOD TIME TO BE HAD BY ALL!  

AGES 16 AND OVER $25 OR 2 FOR $40 
INCLUDES 2000 CASINO CHIPS AND A MEAL 

UNDER 16 FREE * 
*OTHER GAMES 50 CENTS PER TICKET 

OTHER FOOD & BEVERAGE ALSO AVAILABLE AT AN ADDITIONAL COST 
Call Deb 717-383-3162 or Stef 610-374-5427  
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OPEN INVITATION TO 
ALL TO 

‘PILGRIMAGE’ 

TO THE DOOR OF MERCY 

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic 
Church is a designated  

“Holy Door of Mercy” 

During this Jubilee Year of 
Mercy by the  

the Ukrainian Catholic  

Archeparchy of Philadelphia 

SUNDAY,JUNE 26 AT3:00 PM  

COME CELEBRATE  

A SPECIAL DIVINE LITURGY,
ENTER THROUGH THE DOOR OF

MERCY, AND PRAY FOR GOD’S
GRACES AND BLESSINGS

THE SA- CREMENT OF

RECONCILIA- TION WILL BE

AVAILABLE  

BEFORE THE SERVICE

  

Mercy is the very foundation of the Church’s 
life…”   

This is an opportunity for Catholics to obtain a 
plenary indulgence during the Year of Mercy 
by making Pilgrimage to this a designated Ho-
ly Door, and fulfilling the usual conditions of 
having the interior disposition of complete de-
tachment from sin, receiving sacramental 
Confession and the Holy Eucharist, and pray-
ing for the intentions of the Holy Father.  

The faithful are urged to make a pilgrimage to 
a local Holy Door during the Jubilee. This pil-
grimage is to be a journey of walking closer 
with God and discovering “moments of grace 
and spiritual renewal.   

The doors are symbols of God’s mercy, open 
to welcome everyone into the compassion of 
God’s love that Christ proclaimed. (usccb.org)

223 President Street,  

Passaic, NJ  07055 

Fr. Andriy Dudkevych, Pastor   

                973-471-9727

“The Way” is going 
on a Summer Break 

in July.

Our first issue after the Summer 
Break will be August 14th.  

Thank you.

Visit our Website for any news 
during the Break.

http://www.ukrarcheparchy.us
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Pope: Christians serve with joy and not with a grimace

May 31, 2016
 
(Vatican Radio)  Pope Francis on Tuesday urged Christians to serve other people, without delay or hesitation, 
saying if we learnt how to reach out in this way, the world would be a very different place. His remarks came 
during his homily at the morning Mass in the Santa Marta residence where he used the example of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary for his reflections on the theme of Christians at the service of others.

May 31st was the final day of the month dedicated to Mary and the Pope used the day’s readings to illustrate 
Mary’s courage, her helping hand and concern for others and above all her joy, a joy, he said, that fills our 
hearts and gives meaning and a new direction to our lives. Referring to Mary’s visit to her cousin Elizabeth, 
Pope Francis said this is a liturgy full of joy that arrives like “a breath of fresh air” to fill our lives.  

Joy and a grimace

“Christians with a grimace or disgruntled expression on their faces, sad Christians, are a very ugly thing.  It’s 
really ugly, ugly, ugly. However, they are not fully Christian. They think they are (Christians) but they are not 
fully so. This is the Christian message. And in this atmosphere of joy that today’s liturgy gives us like a gift, I 
would like to underline just two things: first, an attitude; second, a fact. The attitude is one of service or helping 
others.”

The Pope pointed out how the gospel describes Mary as setting off immediately and without hesitation to visit 
her cousin, despite being pregnant and despite the risk of meeting robbers along the route. This young girl of 
16 or 17, he said, was courageous by getting up straightaway and setting out on her journey. 

The Church’s courageous women

“The courage of women. The courageous women who are present in the Church: they are like Mary. These 
women who bring up their families, these women who are responsible for rearing their children, who have to 
face so many hardships, so much pain, women who look after the sick….   Courageous: they get up and help 
other people. Serving others is a Christian sign. Whoever doesn’t live to serve other people, doesn’t serve to 
live.  Serving others and being full of joy is the attitude that I would like to underline today. There is joy and 
also service towards others.”

The second attitude whose importance was stressed by the Pope is reaching out and meeting other people. 
Referring once again to Mary’s meeting with her cousin, he noted that the two kinswomen greeted each other 
with joy and their encounter was very festive. In conclusion, Pope Francis said if we could learn these two 
things: to serve others and reach out to them, how much our world would change:

“Reaching out to others is another Christian sign.  Persons who describe themselves as Christian and who are 
unable to reach out to others, to go and meet them are not totally Christian. Being of service and reaching 
out to others both require going out from themselves: going out to serve and meet others, to embrace another 
person.  Through Mary’s service towards others, through that encounter, our Lord’s promise is renewed and 
makes it happen now, just as it did then. And it is really our Lord – as we heard during the first Reading: ‘The 
Lord, your God, is in your midst’ – the Lord is about helping other people, the Lord is about meeting other 
people.”

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2016/05/31/pope_christians_serve_with_joy_and_not_with_a_
grimace/1233695
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Pope Francis canonizes two new saints

June 5, 2016 

(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis 
celebrated Mass on Sunday 
morning in St. Peter’s Square 
during the course of which he 
canonized two new Saints: 
Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary 
Papczynski, and Mary Elizabeth 
Hesselblad.

St. Stanislaus was born and 
baptized Jan Papczynski in 
Poland in 1631 and was 
ordained a priest while in the 
Piarist congregation, which he 
left to found the Marians of the 
Immaculate Conception.

St. Mary Elizabeth Hesselblad 
was a Swedish-born convert to 
Catholicism who re-founded the 
Order of St. Bridget (Patron of 
Sweden and original foundress 
of the order of religious women that took her name and followed – follows her charism) in the early 20th 
century.

In the homily he prepared for the occasion and delivered Sunday morning before a crowd of some 40 
thousand faithful, Pope Francis praised the two new saints as outstanding models of Christian faith and 
faithful perseverance in the face of trial. “In the Passion of Christ, we find God’s response to the desperate 
and at times indignant cry that the experience of pain and death evokes in us,” said Pope Francis. “He tells 
us that we cannot flee from the Cross, but must remain at its foot, as Our Lady did.”

“In suffering with Jesus,” the Holy Father went on to say, “she received the grace of hoping against all 
hope. (cf. Rom 4:18)”

“This,” he continued, “was the experience of Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary, and Maria Elizabeth 
Hesselblad.”

“They remained deeply united to the passion of Jesus,” he said, “and in them the power of His resurrection 
was revealed.”

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2016/06/05/pope_francis_canonizes_two_new_saints/1234989

The tapestries of the Blessed Stanislaus of Jesus Mary 
Papczynski and Mary Elizabeth Hesselblad hang on the 
balcony of Saint Peter’s Basilica during the canonization 
mass celebrated by Pope Francis in St. Peter Square,Vatican,        
June 5, 2016 - ANSA
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Pope: ‘The Beatitudes guide us on the path of Christian life’

June 6, 2016

(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis has urged Christians to follow the indications provided in the Beatitudes in order 
to avoid taking the path of greed, vanity and egoism.

Speaking on Monday morning during Mass at the Casa Santa Marta, the Pope drew inspiration from the 
Gospel of St. Matthew and said that the Beatitudes can be used as “navigators” that shine the light on the 
pathway of Christian life.
  
Reflecting on the famous Sermon on the Mount, Pope Francis said Jesus’ teaching on that occasion did not 
erase the old law; rather it ‘perfected’ it bringing it to its fullness:
 
“This is the new law, the one we call ‘the Beatitudes’. It’s the Lord’s new law for us”.
He described it as the roadmap for Christian life which gives us the indications to move forward on the right 
path.

The Pope continued his homily commenting on the words of the evangelist Luke who also speaks of the 
Beatitudes and lists what he calls the ‘four woes’: ‘Woe to the rich, to the satiated, to those who laugh now, 
to you when all speak well of you’.

And recalling the fact that many times he has said that riches are good, what’s bad the Pope reminded us is 
‘the attachment to riches’ which becomes idolatry.
 
“This is the anti-law, the wrong navigator. The three slippery steps that lead to perdition, just as the Beatitudes 
are the steps that take us forward in life” he said.

And elaborating on that thought the Pope said the three steps that lead to perdition are:
“the attachment to riches, because I need nothing;”

“Vanity – that all must speak well of me, making me feel important, making too much of a fuss… and I am 
convinced to be in the right” he said, referring also the parable of the self-righteous Pharisee and the Tax 
Collector: “O God I thank you that I am such a good Catholic, not like my neighbor…”

“The third – he said – is pride, the satiation and the laughter that closes one’s heart”.

Of all the Beatitudes – the Pope said there is one in particular: “I’m not saying it is the key to all of them, but 
it induces us to much reflection and it is: Blessed are the meek. Meekness”. 

“Jesus says of Himself: ‘learn from Me for I am meek of heart’, I am humble and gentle at heart. To be meek 
is a way of being that brings us close to Jesus” he said. 

“The opposite attitude, Pope Francis concluded, always causes enmities and wars…lots of bad things that 
happen. But meekness, meekness of heart which is not foolishness, no: it’s something else. It’s the capacity to 
be deep and to understand the greatness of God, and worship Him”.

(Linda Bordoni) 
http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2016/06/06/pope_the_beatitudes_guide_us_on_the_path_of_christian_
life/1235103



JUNE 12, 2016  37

Fifth national prayer breakfast held in Kyiv

2 June 2016

Clergy, government officials and businessmen took part in 
the National Prayer Breakfast that was held today in Kyiv.

President Petro Poroshenko noted that the prayer 
breakfast was a great opportunity for dialogue and mutual 
understanding. He stressed the importance of participation 
of national and foreign politicians, government officials, 
representatives of the All-Ukrainian Council of Churches 
and religious organizations in the event.

The President also appealed to the heads of the parliamentary factions and MPs noting that the truth and 
justice were impossible without judicial reform and urged them to endorse amendments to the Constitution 
of Ukraine in the course of today’s parliamentary session.

“In such difficult times, a lot of people pray to God for the end of war,” the President said during the 
event.

“We are doing everything for the establishment of peace on  Ukrainian land,” he added.

Unity will enable us to respond to the challenges facing Ukraine and Ukrainians, said the Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Volodymyr Groysman in his speech.

“I firmly believe that each of us starting from today after this common prayer will be committed in order 
to change the world for the better, to do his or her work faithfully and honestly so that every citizen would 
feel care and love and warmth, and we’ll continue to demonstrate unity, sovereignty for the sake of our 
country, for Europe and the whole world and for the sake of us all,” he noted.

Adapted from an article on http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/state/national_religious_question/63566

Thousands of believers march through center of Kyiv for
 protection of children and families

5 June 2016

About five thousand believers together with the clergy held a procession through the center of Kyiv on 
Saturday, June 4. They did it to participate in the campaign of the All-Ukrainian Council of Churches and 
Religious Organizations dedicated to Children’s Day and family. Along with believers and public figures, the 
procession was led by the leaders and representatives of all denominations included in the Council.

The procession started from the main entrance of St. Sophia Cathedral, where the audience entertained family 
songs performed by the band “Noah’s Ark”. Participants were able to take posters, where the main slogans 
were: “Children are a blessing of God,” “God is the author of family,” “The people who kill their children 

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

have no future,” “Stop Abortion,” “Born himself - give 
birth to others” and so on. The action’s purpose was 
to draw attention to the problems of children’s rights 
to assert in society the principles of love and respect 
and defend the family as a union of man and woman 
that meets the God’s design and purpose of human 
nature.

One of the procession participants, Dmytro from Kyiv, 
has four children. Although he only joined the action 
only with his medium daughter, it was important for 
him to come and demonstrate support for family 
values. “We support the idea of big friendly family, 
support healthy family,” said the man.

The procession held by AUCCRO became symbolic, since the initiative was proposed by the late Archbishop 
Peter Malchuk of the Roman Catholic Church in Ukraine on 1 March. Therefore this action, which is planned 
to be held annually, is a tribute to his memory. But some believers doubted as for the appropriateness of 
selected date –the eve of the Pride parade for representatives of the LGBT community fearing it would trigger 
a new conflict.

Ms. Tatyana Domashenko of Kyiv even has a small collection of her own poems, which devoted to harmony 
in the family, the role of men and women, education: “My grandchildren and other relatives also participate. 
I dream about my family being like the holy family of Nazareth, dream that we all lived amicably.”

Not only had the families from Kyiv but from other cities of Ukraine participated in the procession. There 
were notable representatives of Zhytomyr, Lviv, and a large delegation of the Armenian Church. Spokesman 
reminded that similar family values that the participants stand for, “is routine for each faithful.” Among those 
present were also Muslims, both from the RAMU and the RAMU “Ummah”.

A resident of Kyiv Tatiana, a mother of one daughter, and Helena, mother of two girls, see special symbolism 
in this action. For Ms. Olena it was important to openly declare her position and support the traditional family. 
“Today, we have many examples of violence in the family,” Tetiana said. “It is important to pay attention to 
it, build the right foundation for a family. It is nice to see here the organizations where you can go for help, 
and numerous representatives of the clergy.” 

The two-hour procession ended with the common prayer and concert with the participation of children in 
the European square. Heads of religious organizations appealed to all with the requests to pray for family 
harmony, to maintain peace in word and deed. According to them, the family is the foundation of every 
state, culture and language of the people, the mainstay of society. Particular attention should be paid for the 
education of future generations and the role of a father who often cannot seem ideal, but is the support and 
example for wives and children. The organizers hope that this march will become traditional and will be held 
in the capital each year.

http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/community/religion_and_society/63586

Thousands of believers march through center of Kyiv for 
protection of children and families



Head of Church: “That man who raises a hand against unborn 
children, kills the future of Ukraine and our people”

Sunday, 05 June 2016

We desire to solemnly proclaim the dignity of the Ukrainian family, dignity and rights of Ukraine’s children. 
Any attempts to equate marriage between a man and a woman with other kinds of co-living, is a 
discrimination of the family. That person, who raises a hand against unborn children, kills the future of 
Ukraine and our people.

This was said by the Head and Father of the UGCC His Beatitude Sviatoslav in European Square in Kyiv 
on June 4, at the completion of the Inter-Parish Procession for protecting rights of children and family.

We would like to add that in Kyiv there was a march of protection for the rights of family and children. 
It was initiated by the all-Ukrainian Council of Churches and Religious Organizations. The aim of this 
action is to draw attention to the problems of protecting the rights of children, reaffirm in the society the 
principles of love and respect, and speak out in defence of family as a bond between a man and a woman 
which corresponds God’s plan and human nature. More than 5 thousand believers joined the rally. After 
the procession, in European Square, members of the all-Ukrainian Council of Churches appealed to its 
participants, stressing the significance of family and rights of unborn children.  

The UGCC Department of Information 

http://news.ugcc.ua/en/news/head_of_church_that_man_who_raises_a_hand_against_unborn_children_
kills_the_future_of_ukraine_and_our_people_76888.html
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The Pope appointed Bishop Jan Sobilo a chairman of the Committee 
to provide humanitarian assistance to victims of war in Ukraine

8 June 2016

Pope Francis appointed in the open letter Jan Sobilo, auxiliary 
bishop of the Roman Catholic diocese of Kharkiv and Zaporizhzhia 
as Chairman of the Committee for humanitarian aid collected on his 
initiative among Catholics of Europe for victims of the war in eastern 
Ukraine. This was reported by the Apostolic Nunciature in Ukraine.
 
On  April 24, the Catholic Churches of Europe collected funds for the 
needs of victims of war in Ukraine, which was announced by Pope 
Francis on April 3. The amount of money raised has not been disclosed but it is known that the Pope himself 
offered a personal contribution.
 
“Collected donations are intended exclusively for the population affected by the war, without discrimination 
on faith, denomination or ethnicity grounds,” -Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin has said 
in the letter to Bishop John Sobilo by which the Vatican appoints its Chairman of the Technical Committee 
for allocation of funds. The Committee will consist of five persons and his mandate will last one year and 
may be extended.
 
The framework of the Committee’s activity is being formed, but it is known that to determine individual cases 
of aid provision it will resort to the proposals that would be send by interreligious or interfaith bodies in 
some regions, bishops, including non-Catholic, and other organizations.
 
“As far as personal initiative of Pope is concerned, the ultimate responsible entities will be the Secretariat of 
State and the Pontifical Council “Cor Unum,” via the Apostolic Nunciature in Ukraine. The Pontifical Council, 
in particular, will be entrusted the general oversight over the technical implementation of the initiative, 
as well as evaluation of technical issues concerning their projects and final approvals,” the Apostolic 
Nunciature reports.
 
In an exclusive commentary for RISU, Bishop Sobilo said that papal event for Ukraine is intended to show 
love and care of the Catholic Church to war-weary Ukrainians. “Spiritual and moral situation of people 
affected by war is very difficult. Papal aid will be rays of joy for them and hope that the brothers and sisters 
in Europe do not forget them,” Bishop Sobilo said.
 
On June 15-20, Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin will make an official visit to Ukraine. 
The meetings in Kyiv, Lviv and Zaporizhia are scheduled, which officially launch the action “Ukraine for 
the Pope,” he is to meet not only church or state leaders, but also immigrants and those who have been 
affected the most by war.
 
Previously, Apostolic Nuncio in Ukraine Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti visited the conflict zone, in particular, 
he celebrated Easter in separatist-controlled Donetsk, and managed to communicate with immigrants, 
residents outside the control of the territories and those who live in the “grey zone” - immediately at the 
contact line.

http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/catholics/apostolic_nunciatura/63622/
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Church shot with pneumatic weapon in Cherkasy

31 May 2016

In Cherkassy on Sunday night, the chapel of the 
Protective Veil of the Holy Virgin was fired with a 
pneumatic weapon. Overall, five shots were fired. The 
details of the incident were posted on Facebook by 
priest Iulian Sheremeta, the Infomist reports.

“On having come and served the Liturgy on Monday 
morning, I noticed that one glass was broken, and then 
I began to look around and saw three bullet holes in 
the windows giving onto the road. 5 shots were made. 
The bullets struck only the first glass, and two others remained safe. Each window has three glasses. 
We immediately called the police and compiled a statement and a protocol. The Security Service of 
Ukraine was also involved, for which I am grateful to them,” Sheremet wrote.

“Three days ago we began to dig a pit for the construction of a large church. Maybe shots were 
associated with this event, but I cannot tell for sure. For us, it is a sign that we must confidently and 
resolutely move forward, no matter how  evil may oppose it. I hope that the perpetrators will be found 
soon. May God forgive them. I am grateful to everyone who supported us,” said the priest.

http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/community/scandals/63541


