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Ukrainian Community gathers together at the “Pray for Ukraine” 
Commemorative Concert and Prayer Service

Philadelphia - On Sunday, April 17, 2016 at 3pm a Commemorative Concert and Prayer Service was 
held at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA for the 30th 
Anniversary of the Chornobyl Disaster.

After the Commemorative Concert and Prayer Service, the faithful gathered outside by the Cathedral Bell 
Tower where approximately a dozen doves were released for Peace in Ukraine.

Photo: One of the doves is photographed flying above the faithful after being released 
for Peace in Ukraine. (Photo: Teresa Siwak)
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(continued from previous page)
“Pray for Ukraine” Commemorative Concert and Prayer Service

Welcome - Ulana Mazurkevich, Ukrainian
 Community Committee of Philadelphia

Entrance with flags - Ukrainian Youth
 Organizations Plast and SUM

Wreath laying ceremony - 
Ukrainian Heritage School

Candlelight procession

Recitations - Ukrainian Heritage School
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(continued from previous page)
“Pray for Ukraine” Commemorative Concert and Prayer Service

Ukrainian Children’s Choir “Soloveiky”

Songs - Yulia Stupen and Halyna Bodnar

Call to action -

Yurij 
Nakonechny, 

United Ukrainian 
American Relief

 Committee

“The Grace” Choir of the Ukrainian Baptist Church - Ivan Velenchuk, Artistic Director
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(continued from previous page)

“Pray for Ukraine” Commemorative Concert and Prayer Service

Prayer - Pastor Sergio Sauchuk,
 Ukrainian Baptist Church

Address to community - His Excellency 
Valeriy Chaly, Extraordinary and

 Plenipotentiary Ambassador of Ukraine 
to the USA

Solo - Yulia Stupen; Ulyana Martynyuk,
 Lyubov Syerova-Umstead - violin; Luba

 Shchuyko - piano

Prayer - Most Reverend Stefan Soroka
Archbishop of Philadelphia; Metropolitan 

of Ukrainian Catholics in the USA

Watch videos on our YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/user/thewayukrainian
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“Pray for Ukraine” Commemorative Concert and Prayer Service
(continued from previous page)

Photo: Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka, Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the 
USA, His Excellency Valeriy Chaly, Ambassador of Ukraine to the USA, and participants of 
the 30th Anniversary of Chornobyl Disaster Commemorative Concert and Prayer Service 
pose for a picture by the bell tower at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception, Philadelphia, PA on April 17, 2016. (Photos by Teresa Siwak and Tanya Bilyj)
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Ambassador of Ukraine to the US Valeriy Chaly participated 
in the memorial event “Pray for Ukraine” in Philadelphia

 
19 April, 2016 

Ambassador of Ukraine to the US Valeriy Chaly 
participated in the memorial event “Pray for 
Ukraine” in Philadelphia. Ukrainian Americans of 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York and Maryland 
gathered at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception to commemorate the 
30th anniversary of the Chornobyl disaster as well 
as pay tribute to victims of Russian aggression in 
Donbas.

In his address to the audience, Valeriy Chaly 
stressed that the Soviet style neglect of the most 
precious – human life – had been inherited by 
the leadership of the Russian Federation that 
had waged military aggression against Ukraine. 
However, the ordeal made our country stronger. 
Ukraine is committed to reforms and peaceful 
settlement on terms of Russia’s full compliance with 
its obligations, including the restoration of Ukraine’s 
full control of its eastern border and release of all 
Ukrainian citizens detained by Russia illegally, as 
Nadiya Savchenko.

The Ambassador expressed gratitude to the US and, 
in particular, to the Ukrainian American community 
for the support and solidarity with Ukraine and highlighted the importance of the international unity in 
counteracting aggressor.

He also noted that, unlike USSR, Ukraine treated its nuclear power plants responsibly and had claimed 
that at recent Nuclear Security Summit, along with the demand for improved security guarantees for the 
countries that did not have nuclear arsenal.

During the memorial event in Philadelphia, the pray for Ukraine was led by the Archbishop of Philadelphia 
for Ukrainians, Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the US Most Reverend Stefan Soroka and Pastor of 
Ukrainian Baptist Church Sergio Savchuk.

http://usa.mfa.gov.ua/en/press-center/news/46583-posol-ukrajini-v-ssha-valerij-chalij-vzyav-uchasty-u-
memorialynomu-zahodi-molitva-za-ukrajinu

Metropolitan Stefan poses for a picture with 
Ambassador Chaly and the Ambassador’s wife  

Liudmila Mazuka (Photo: Teresa Siwak)
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Divine Liturgy Petitions for the 30th Anniversary of the 
Chornobyl Disaster

We also pray for all the victims of the horrific disaster at the Chornobyl nuclear power plant that happened 
30 years ago. We remember especially firefighters and rescue workers who were not afraid to rush into the 
deadly fire and sacrificed their lives to save millions from exposure to a greater danger, who have fallen 
asleep, and for the forgiveness of their offenses voluntary and involuntary.

For all those who suffer from cancer and other diseases caused by exposure to the nuclear dust, that they 
may be cured, find comfort, relief and healing from You, O Divine Physician, let us pray to the Lord.

For the people of Ukraine as they struggle to protect the sovereignty of their country, restore its territorial 
unity and bring an end to war and violence. Remember, O Lord, everyone who sacrificed their lives, and 
heal the wounds and scars of people. Give wisdom to the civil authorities to always follow Your will, let us 
pray to the Lord.

Pope prays for victims of Chornobyl tragedy

20 April 2016

Pope Francis on Wednesday prayed for the victims of the Chornobyl Nuclear 
Power Station disaster 30 years from the tragedy.

Addressing the various groups of pilgrims of different nationalities present in 
St. Peter’s Square for the General Audience, the Pope had special greetings 
for those from Ukraine and Belarus.
While praying for the victims of the disaster, he expressed gratitude to all 
those involved in alleviating their suffering.

The Chornobyl disaster (also referred to as the Chornobyl accident or simply 
Chornobyl) was a catastrophic nuclear accident that occurred on 26 April 
1986 at the Chornobyl Nuclear Power Plant in the town of Prypyat, in Ukraine 
(then officially the Ukrainian SSR), which was under the direct jurisdiction of 
the central authorities of the Soviet Union. An explosion and fire released large quantities of radioactive 
particles into the atmosphere, which spread over much of the western USSR and Europe.

• The Chornobyl accident in 1986 was the result of a flawed reactor design that was operated with 
inadequately trained personnel.
• The resulting steam explosion and fires released at least 5% of the radioactive reactor core into the 
atmosphere and downwind – some 5200 PBq (I-131 eq).
• Two Chornobyl plant workers died on the night of the accident, and a further 28 people died within 
a few weeks as a result of acute radiation poisoning.
• UNSCEAR says that apart from increased thyroid cancers, “there is no evidence of a major public 
health impact attributable to radiation exposure 20 years after the accident.”
• Resettlement of areas from which people were relocated is ongoing. In 2011 Chornobyl was 
officially declared a tourist attraction.

http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/catholics/vatikan/63144
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Ascension of Our Lord

“He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the 
right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to 
judge both the living and 
the dead.”

For forty days after 
His resurrection from 
the dead, the Risen 
Lord appeared to His 
chosen apostles and 
to many believers.  On 
the fortieth day, on the 
Mount of Olives, the Lord 
ascended into heaven.  

The Acts of the Apostles 
records the Ascension of 
Christ in a very simple 
narrative. “He was lifted 
up before their eyes in 
a cloud which took Him 
from their sight.” (1: 9) 
Our Church celebrates 
this event of Christ’s 
glorification. It celebrates 
all that Christ has done 
and accomplished for 
us. The Kontakion of the 
Feast summarizes all of 
Christ’s work:

When You fulfilled the 
plan of salvation for us 
and united all things on 
earth to those in heaven, 
O Christ our God, You 
ascended in glory, never 
leaving us but remaining 
ever-present. For You 
proclaimed to those who 
love You: “I am with you 
and no one else has 
power over you.”

The Icon of the Ascension 

is an icon of joy. It 
celebrates the meaning 
of this event for the 
Church and the world. 
The Ascension took place 
on the Mount of Olives. 
Thus, the mountainous 
background of the panel, 
dotted with images of 
scattered olive trees. 
The figure of Christ 
ascending in glory is 
surrounded by a circular 
nimbus composed of 
various bands of color, 
symbolic of the heavens. 
This nimbus itself is 
supported by angels 
whose presence is yet 
another indication of 
the glory and divinity 
of Christ. It recalls the 
Old Testament image of 
God enthroned upon the 
Cherubim.

In the foreground of 
the Icon, the image of 
the Mother of God is 
seen surrounded by 
two groups of Apostles. 
Of prime importance 
is her position - directly 
below Christ. This entire 
grouping, the Mother of 
God and the Apostles, 
stands as an expression 
of the establishment 
and role of the Church. 
The Icon includes not 
only those who actually 
witnessed the Ascension. 
It also includes the 
Apostle Paul, in the 
Icon at the head of the 
group on the right, who 
historically could not 

have been there. What 
is intended is that the 
Church witnesses to this 
event.

The Mother of God, she 
who had once carried 
the Christ within Herself 
and was therefore the 
temple of the Incarnate 
Son of God, stands here 
as a personification of 
the Church, the Body 
of Christ, whose head 
is the ascending Savior. 
The gesture of Her 
hands, uplifted in faith 
and prayer, ex¬presses 
the role of the Church, 
ceaselessly interceding 
for the salvation of the 
world. The direction of 
movement of this whole 
group, their gestures, the 
focus of their eyes and 
postures, everything is 
directed upward: toward 
the Source of Life of the 
Church, its head Who 
abides in heaven.   

He led them out near 
Bethany, and with hands 
upraised, blessed them. 
As He blessed, He left 
them, and was taken up 
to heaven. They fell down 
to do Him reverence, then 
returned to Jerusalem 
filled with joy.

There they were to be 
found in the temple 
constantly, speaking the 
praises of God. (Lk. 24: 
50-53)

Our worship of the 
Father is one with Christ. 
Through the Church we 
are joined with Christ, 
our hope of glory.

Jesus ascended amidst 
the peals of the trumpets. 
Joy for the victory of the 
Lord God.  Joy for His 
resurrection and return 
to heaven.  For He is 
in heaven and seated 
at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will return to 
the earth - come again 
one day to judge the 
living and the dead.  The 
good and faithful disciple 
will be rewarded with 
eternal life with the Lord 
God Himself. 

TROPARION - You 
ascended in glory, O 
Christ our God, and 
delighted the Disciples 
with the promise of the 
Holy Spirit; through 
this blessing they were 
assured that You are 
the Son of God, the 
Redeemer of the World.

Adapted from God-with-
us icon packet
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Sisters of the Order of  

Saint Basil the Great 
 

Annual Pilgrimage 

Celebrating Eighty-five Years as a 

Praying…Healing…Life-giving Presence 

 

Sunday, October 2, 2016 

9am – 5pm 

 
Theme: “Mother of Mercy” 

(Year of Mercy proclaimed by Pope Francis I) 

SAVE THE DATE 

On the Monastery Grounds 
  
 
 

The Vocations Office at the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia creates two vocations videos

One video is a video on men’s 
vocations in general; the other 
video is a short video on the 

priesthood.   

Here are the links to the videos:

https://youtu.be/kNhsW6CCR6c

https://youtu.be/OYDhQLGMBYs

Also be sure to visit The Vocations Website at 
http://www.ukrainiancatholicvocations.com
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God’s Mercy given through Care for the Elderly

Compassionate and 
quality care of our elderly 
parents and family 
members is offered by 
the Sisters Servants of 
Mary Immaculate at 
St. Joseph’s Home in 
Sloatsburg, N.Y.  The 
need for such facilities 
among our elderly 
parents and family 
members, and within 
our Ukrainian American 
community is great.  

The addition of a new 
wing and the upgrading 
of the existing facilities 
will enable the Sisters 
Servants to offer elevated 
medical care and service 
for the elderly.  There will 
be increased capacity 
to admit more people 
needing care.  

The Sisters Servants 
of Mary Immaculate 
have historically offered 
such quality and 
compassionate care 
throughout our history 
in America (75 years 
in 2017).  We need to 
help them to continue to 
fulfill this mission and to 
enable a much needed 
expansion of St. Joseph’s 
Home in Sloatsburg.  

Please help by providing your generous donation to enable the building of the expanded facility to care 
for our elderly.  Please choose to be an instrument of God’s mercy for those who are in need of His care.  
Thank you!  Kindly send your (tax deductible) donation to:

St. Joseph’s Adult Care Home, Inc.
P.O. Box 8
Sloatsburg, New York 10974

Residents of St. Joseph’s Home enjoy a fitness activity.

Sr. Kathleen, SSMI and Sr. Michele, SSMI talk about the much needed 
expansion of St. Joseph’s Home in Sloatsburg.
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Celebrate the Year of Mercy with the 
Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate (Part 3)

The Sisters Servants continue to extend to you an invitation to 
pray at St. Mary’s Chapel “Holy Door of Mercy” throughout 
the year.  During this month, we invite you to pray with the 
Sisters on Thursday, May 12th at 2:00 pm the Moleben for 
the Year of Mercy.

Our third painting in this series is the ministry of Sewing 
Vestments and the care for the church. The Painting “Sewing 
Vestments” depicts some of the first sisters engaged in 
designing, embroidering and sewing of vestments used by 
the clergy of the day.  The sewing of priestly vestments and 
altar cloths as well as care for God’s temple, are important 
ministries of the Sisters Servants, as are the ministries of 
education and care for the sick and elderly.

Our Foundress, the Servant of God Blessed Josaphata and 
her sister Anna Arsenia, both artistically gifted, redesigned 
the old model of church vestments, especially the “felon” 
(chasuble); their model, simpler and more practical. It is still 
in use today. To beautify the neglected village churches, 
Blessed Josaphata taught the sisters to sew new vestments 
and altar linens, and to mend and clean the used ones. 

To care for the beauty of the church doesn’t mean only to 
care for the material part of the church, but for the spiritual 
part of God’s Church, God’s Children.  Blessed Josaphata 
taught the young sisters how to care for and decorate the 
church. At the beautiful, artistically decorated altar in the 
parish church of Zhuzhel, in May of 1893, Moleben to the 
Blessed Mother was celebrated for the first time, and then, 
in June of that same year, Moleben to Christ, the Lover 
of Humankind. The pastor gave Blessed Josaphata his 
permission to sing Moleben but did not notify the faithful. The 
people, hearing the singing of children and youth, taught by 
Blessed Josaphata, came, at first out of curiosity, but soon 
flocked to the devotion, daily.
 
Parish priests from nearby villages, following the example 
of the Zhuzhel parish, introduced these devotions in their 
parishes. Today Moleben is prayed throughout the world. 

For Blessed Josaphata and for each Sister Servant, every 
ministry was and continues to be a vital part of their lives—
lives lived for God’s people and God’s church - yesterday, today and into the future, well beyond our 
years.
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SVYACHENE IN GREAT MEADOWS

A most friendly and welcoming Ukrainian parish in western New 
Jersey, St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Great Meadows, 
NJ, celebrated their vibrant Divine Liturgy at 11:30 a.m. on 
Sunday, April 16, 2016, followed by the church family dinner “The 
Svyachene”   in the festively decorated church hall at 1:00 p.m.    A 
cornucopia of Ukrainian culinary delights awaited the parishioners.  
Fr. Evhen Moniuk, the parish priest in Great Meadows, blessed the 
food and led the prayers and the singing of “Khristos Voskres”.  
About 50 people were present at the Svyachene social in the 
church hall.

(Photo at right: Fr. Evhen Moniuk)

Saint Basil Academy is hosting Summer Camps

Saint Basil Academy is hosting a Summer Enrichment Camp for rising 5th-8th grade boys & girls the weeks 
of June 27, July 5 and July 11.  Register online at http://www.stbasilacademy.org/admissions/summer-
enrichment/ .  For more information, please contact our Admissions Office (215) 885-6952.

Saint Basil Academy is hosting Summer Sports Camps in Basketball, Volleyball and Soccer.  
Register online at http://www.stbasilacademy.org/athletics/summer-sports-camp/.  

For more information, please contact our Admissions Office (215) 885-6952.
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Sviachenne Dinner Held at Holy Transfiguration, Nanticoke

The annual Sviachenne Dinner was held at the 
Holy Transfiguration parish hall in Nanticoke, 
Pa. on Sunday, April 10.

The delicious dinner was prepared by the 
ladies and men of the parish.  The buffet 
included the traditional Easter basket foods 
of ham, kovbasa, eggs and paska.

Father Volodymyr blessed the food and 
presented each table with a plate of blessed 
eggs signifying life breaking forth within the 
egg just as Christ broke forth from the tomb 
on Easter, giving life to us all.

Photo: Father Volodymyr Popyk together with 
the choir singing Christ is Risen!

Scranton’s St. Vladimir Parish Easter Dinner

Scranton’s St. Vladimir Parish Easter Dinner - 
SVIACHENE - where Father Myron Myronyuk is 
pastor was held on Sunday, April 10, 2016 in the 
parish center. Over one hundred parishioners, visiting 
clergy, friends and guests gathered in fellowship to 
celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

The early afternoon event began with the singing 
of the joyous “Chystos Voskres” and Father Myron 
blessing the foods. A variety of appropriate violin 
and accordian music before and during dinner was 

provided by talented Ihor Shablovsky and Regina Kozel. 
A delicious holubky dinner was served followed by the 
awarding of thirty door prizes including beautiful pysanky 
created and donated by parishioner Julie Yevich. A 
theme basket raffle coordinated by Jean Chomko was an 
added treat especially for the almost twenty winners.

The kitchen was headed by Daria Izak McDonnell, 
reservations were handled by Dorothy Fleck, hospitality 
was shared by Mark Izak, David Pedley and Michael Trusz. 
Committee members included parishioners, a number of 
whom hold membership in the North Anthracite Council 
of the League of Ukrainian Catholics.

Composer Richard Wargo, John Banich, 
Father Myron Myronyuk and Professor 
Roman Cybrivsky of Temple University

Photo: Ihor Shablovsky and 
Regina Kozel
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FINANCIAL TRANSPARENCY OF ADMINISTRATION
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA

The Archbishop, members of the 
Archieparchial Finance Council and the 
Finance Office of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia are pleased 
to share the audited financial report of 
revenues and expenses for the year ending 
December 31, 2015.  This is the annual 
presentation of this information to all of 
parishes and faithful.  This information 
and format is meant to be shared by 
parish priests with their faithful in parish 
bulletins and in the E-newsletter. We are 
committed to transparency of our financial 
administration.  It is required and expected 
of all parish priests and their finance 
councils to report yearly parish finances to 
their parishioners. We are thankful of the 
generous and thoughtful support received 
from our faithful for the administration 
and fulfilling of pastoral and evangelizing 
requirements of the Archeparchy.  Know 
of our remembrance of you in our prayers 
and in our Liturgies.  God bless you 
richly for your generous sharing with your 
Church. 

Audited Financial Results for 2015
as of December 31, 2015

2015 In Thousands
Revenues Gains & Other

513 Net Eparchial Assessments  18.9%
12 Cemetery Contributions .4%

308 Contributions & Bequest   11.3%
116 Investment income  4.3%
794 Service Fee (Clergy Salary, Insurance)  29.2%
272 Grants  10.0%
700 Sale of Property 25.8%

2,715 Total Revenues

Expenses
229 Pastoral Ed. & Ministerial Services  6.9%

2,118 Supporting Service/Parish subsidy  63.4%
576 Seminary  17.2%
352 Cathedral  10.5%
41 Museum  1.2%
26 Cemetery  .8%

3,342 Total Expenses

(627) Archieparchial  Gain or (Loss)

(579) Net Gain or (Loss) on Assets Held for Investment
22,981 Net Gain or (Loss) on Land, Building & Equipment
21,774 Changes in Net Assets

371,032 Net Assets Beginning of Year
392,806 Net Assets End of Year

A CHILDREN’S LITURGY IN EVERY 
PARISH DURING MAY

During the recent conference of clergy of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia, our clergy favorably embraced the 
proposal of each priest offering a homily directed at children in every 
parish at least once during the month of May, 2016.  The priest is to 
offer the homily regardless of the number of children which might be 
present.  Parents and grandparents are encouraged to ensure the 
presence of their children, who will gather around the priest as he 
speaks with them offering his reflection and teaching.  We are hopeful 
that such children’s liturgies would become a regular occurrence within 
all of our parishes.  Please assist and support your pastor in this 
endeavor.  This is to occur in every parish.  We are grateful for the 
willingness of our pastors to reach out to the youngest amidst us.

+ Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka
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METROPOLITAN STEFAN'S SCHEDULE FOR APRIL, 2016 
 

APRIL 
 
1 RECEIVED IRYNA YAROSEVYCH AND ANDREW KOROUCHKA OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
 
6 RECEIVED VERY REV. ANDRIY RABIY, VICAR GENERAL REGARDING PLANNING FOR 

SPRING CLERGY CONFERENCE 
 
7  BOARD MEETING, ASCENSION MANOR, PHILADELPHIA 
  - RECEIVED REV. PAUL MAKAR, VOCATIONS DIRECTOR 
  - RECEIVED REV. JOHN FIELDS 

- MEETING WITH PLANNING COMMITTEE FOR “PRAYER FOR UKRAINE” AND 
COMMEMORATION OF 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF CHORNOBYL TRAGEDY 

 
8 FUNERAL DIVINE LITURGY AND BURIAL OF REV. DEACON CHARLES SCHULTZ 
 
10 DIVINE LITURGY AND HOMILY AT HOLY MYRRH-BEARERS UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

CHURCH, SWARTHMORE, PA ON OCCASION OF 1ST ANNIVERSARY OF PARISH AND 
SVIACHENE 

 
11 OFFERED OPENING PRAYER AT LUNCHEON MEETING ON THEME OF PERSECUTION OF 

RELIGIOUS MINORITIES, INCLUDING CHRISTIANS ORGANIZED WITH AMERICAN JEWISH 
COUNCIL OF PHILADELPHIA HELD AT UNION LEAGUE, PHILADELPHIA, PA 

 
12  WOMEN'S DAY MEETING 
 
13 VISIT TO ST. VLADIMIR UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, ELIZABETH, NJ TO REVIEW 

STORM DAMAGE TO THE CHURCH 
 
14-16 MEETING OF PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS, PHILADELPHIA, PA 
 
17 “PRAYER FOR UKRAINE” AND COMMEMORATION OF 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF 

CHORNOBYL TRAGEDY, UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION, PHILADELPHIA, PA 

 
18 RECEIVE VERY REV. ROBERT HITCHENS, RECTOR OF ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

SEMINARY, WASHINGTON, DC 
 
19-20 SPRING CLERGY CONFERENCE HELD AT NATIVITY OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY UKRAINIAN 

CATHOLIC CHURCH, READING, PA 
 
21 OPENING PRAYER AT INAUGURATION CEREMONIES OF NEW PRESIDENT OF MANOR 

COLLEGE, MR. JONATHAN PERI 
 
24 DIVINE LITURGY AND PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN'S DAY WORKSHOP AT ST. VLADIMIR 

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, SCRANTON, PA 
 
28 BLESSING OF EASTER BASKETS FOR THE CHILDREN OF SVITLYCHKA AT THE UKRAINIAN 

EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL CENTER, 10:30 AM 
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McAdoo Parish Celebrates 125th Anniversary

January 2016 opened up a year-long celebration 
of joy and excitement for the Christian community of 
St. Mary’s Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (Holy 
Protection) in McAdoo, PA, formerly Pleasant Hill, 
PA. The parishioners and townsfolk are happy to 
celebrate the founding of this worship community.  
Belief and love of God, church, prayer, and 
worship was the sustaining force energizing 
the founders to work hard, sacrifice, and build 
their own House of God. This little mountain-top 
berg composed of newly immigrated Ukrainians, 
Rusyns, Slovaks, Rumanians, Russians, Lithuanians, 
Hungarians, and Polish has the boasting rights to 
the construction of the town’s first House of God, 
St. Mary’s Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church.

St. Mary’s history is inextricably tied to the 
nineteenth century coal mining industry. And every 
family can recall several of their members that 
worked in the mines. This connection with “King 
Coal” grew from the impetus and need for coal 
during the great Industrial Revolution. The coal 
fields and companies of Eastern Pennsylvania’s 
Anthracite coal fields became the coal supplier 
of the country. Slavic men were actively recruited 
to work the coal fields of Pennsylvania. Eastern 
European men were strong in faith and physically 
strong in work ethic. Thousands came eagerly 
willing to do coal and mining work like slaves in 
exchange for the promise of a better life in the 
new world.

Frequently, unscrupulous coal companies sent recruiters to the local villages in Eastern Europe to gather 
hirable people by enticing them with promises of employment, housing, riches, glitter and the good life in 
the new world, “the land of milk and honey where even the pavements were said to be lined in gold!” It 
took little convincing to inspire the founders of St. Mary’s Church to muster up sufficient courage to leave 
everything they knew: family, language, home, and their meager possessions, in exchange for a chance at 
the “dream come true” that is life in the new world. These poor and desperate people brought with them 
a very strong faith that sustained them through the tough times of this transition.

People were suffering economically during the latter part of the 1800’s in the Austro-Hungarian Empire, the 
land from where our founders haled.  Not much more was available to the men but eking out a meager 
survival in farming, manual trades, or military service in the Austro-Hungarian Army of Emperor Franz Josef. 
Consequently the depressed and impoverished conditions in the homeland inspired thousands of Ukrainians 
and other Eastern Europeans to seek life in AMERICA! The Industrial Revolution ushered in a phenomenal 

(continued on next page)



period of economic growth and progress fueled by the discovery of coal as a reliable long acting source 
of energy, light, and heat. Steam generated powered by burning coal energized all sorts of new machines 
which mass produced products efficiently and quickly. The burning coal generated steam to move the great 
factories and locomotives (called “iron horses”) which reduced the time for making and taking goods to the 
markets. Not to mention how things were improved for transporting people as passengers to all areas of 
this land. Lengthy ocean crossings that formerly depended upon weather conditions and wind force were 
now completed in much less time by the power of coal generated steam driven ocean liners. And doing the 
back-breaking work of mining coal became the central occupation of early Ukrainian immigrants.

Every Sunday all work stopped to worship God and to keep His day sacred. The members of this little 
mountain top community, McAdoo, gathered early before sunrise at the southern end of town to walk as 
a group the 12 miles to St. Michael’s Greek Catholic Church in Shenandoah, to be on time for the 10:00 
am Divine Liturgy. Faith sustained them, and God was always the center of their lives. Their strong Faith 
united and inspired these believers to donate their hard earned coins to build their own house for Godly 
worship.  And thus was born some 125 years ago St. Mary’s Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in McAdoo, 
PA, dedicated it to the honor of the Protection of the Holy Mother of God.

Fr. Deacon Michael Waak
Parish Son

McAdoo Parish Celebrates 125th Anniversary
(continued from previous page)

ALWAYS PROTECT US, 
DEAR VIRGIN MARY

Always protect us,
Dear Virgin Mary. 

While we are striving 
Through our lives.
And be our hope

When death comes unweary,
Be our salvation in evil plight.

We bring to You, dear Mother,  
Our hearts in pure offering,

We worship God,
He is our Father,
We worship God,
He is our King.

We worship God,
He is our Father,
We worship God,
He is our King.

MOTHER’S DAY

GREETING
On the occasion of Mother’s 
Day, the Staff of The Way 
wishes all our readers who are 
mothers good health, long life, 
and the Lord’s choicest blessings. 
May the Holy Spirit guide you 
throughout your lifetime and 
may the Holy Mother of God 
guard and protect you from 
all evil. MANY HAPPY AND 
BLESSED YEARS!

IN MEMORY
We pray for the blessed repose 
of the souls of all the deceased 
mothers of our readership.  
May the Lord God forgive all 
their sins, both voluntary and 
involuntary.  May the Lord God 
grant them entry into His eternal 
kingdom of Heaven.  MAY 
THEIR MEMORY BE ETERNAL!
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PENTECOST SUNDAY COLLECTION FOR MISSIONS

“Go and Make Disciples of All Nations” (Mt. 28:19)

Our Ukrainian Catholic Church is responding to Christ’s command to “go and make disciples of 
all nations”. (Mt. 28:19) Patriarch Sviatoslav and the Bishops of our Church endeavor to provide 
ministry to people residing in developing missions in eastern Ukraine, in Europe, in areas of the 
Middle East and Africa, and North America. Your generous assistance is needed to support clergy 
and religious to serve these missions and to aid in the development of these new missions. The 
annual collection for this purpose will be taken up at all Divine Liturgies on Pentecost Sunday 
weekend May 14-15 in all of our parishes. You may also send your gift to the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia, 827 N Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123. Tax receipts will be 
issued. Please be generous in your offerings and may God bless you for caring for the spiritual 
needs of your brothers and sisters in Christ!

SUNDAY  June 26, 2016 

315 4th Street ,West Easton PA 
For more information contact 

610-252-4266 

HOMEMADE UKRAINIAN FOOD 
 

MUSIC AND DANCING 
 

 UKRAINIAN ARTS AND CRAFTS  
UKRAINIAN VENDORS 

 
 

UKRAINIAN CONCERT  
DANCING 2:00PM  

ALL ARE WELCOME ! 

12:00PM  to  7:00PM                       

HOLY GHOST 
PICNIC 

Jeff Bellfy & 
Company 

Jeff Bellfy & 

Company 

12:00-2:00PM 

The Golden Tones 
Polka Band 

3:00PM-7:00PM 

 

INTERNATIONAL DESIGN COMPETITION                                                                                                                             
      for ICONOGRAPHY                     

 

                                                                                                      Architect’s Rendering of Iconostas by The Kurylas Studio 

 

The Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family in 
Washington, DC seeks iconographers to design and execute 

artistically exceptional iconography for our church.  For 
further information see the Design Competition Brief at 
www.ucns-holyfamily.org/icon/ .  Stage 1 Submission of 

Qualifications Package deadline is June 6, 2016. 
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PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING

On April 15th-16th, the 
Providence Association 
for Ukrainian Catholics, 
the Fraternal Association 
established by Bishop 
Stephen Ortynsky, held its 
annual General Assembly 
at the Fraternal’s Office 
in Philadelphia. 

The annual meeting 
reviewed and 
accepted various 
reports concerning 
the management and 
status of the Providence 
Association. It was noted 
that Providence has 
maintained a healthy and 
stable fraternal which 
maintains insurance and 
annuity accounts for its 
members.

Two highlights occurred 
during the two-day 
sessions. One was the 

Divine Liturgy celebrated 
at Immaculate 
Conception Cathedral. 
The main celebrant was 
His Grace, Metropolitan 
Stefan Soroka along with 
Bishops Paul Chomnycky, 
OSBM, Bohdan Danylo 
and Basil Losten. The 
homilest was Monsignor 
John Terlecky. 

The second was the 
passing of resolutions in 
support of various events 
and celebrations. They 
included the following:

To continue in our 
fraternal mission serving 
our members, church 
and community. 

The Providence 
Association resolves 
to continue to support 
Ukraine in its struggle 

to maintain its territorial 
integrity.

The Providence 
Association resolves to 
continue to support the 
Hierarchs in the program 
of re-evangelization 
entitled, The Vibrant 
Parish – A Place of 
Encounter with the Living 
Christ.

We call upon our 
members to be good 
citizens, in exercising 
moral judgment and 
reasoning in their voting 
for the leadership of the 
United States.

We remember our 
Founder, His Grace, 
Soter Stephen Ortynsky, 
we take renewed vigor 
as Ukrainian Catholics 
to make our members 

aware of our products 
and services that can 
help them preach the 
Gospel. 

Other commemorations 
were:

160th Anniversary of the 
Birth of Ivan Franko

150th Anniversary of the 
Birth of His Grace, Soter 
Stephen Ortynsky

150th Anniversary of 
the Birth of Mykailo 
Hryshevsky 

145th Anniversary of the 
Birth of Lesia Ukrainka

100th Anniversary of the 
Death of Ivan Franko 

(continued on next page)

Members of the 2016 General Assembly of the Providence Association pose with attendees 
of the Divine Liturgy in memory of deceased members of the association. 

(Photo: http://provassn.com)
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(continued from previous page)

100th Anniversary of 
the Death of His Grace, 
Soter Stephen Ortynsky

75th Anniversary of tragic 
events at Babyn Yar

65th Anniversary of 
the Death of Blessed 
Hieromartyr Clement 
Sheptytsky

30th Anniversary of the 
Chornobyl tragedy

25th Anniversary of 
Independence of Ukraine 
and 2nd Anniversary of 
the Heavenly Hundred 
Heroes of the Maidan and 
call upon the leadership 
of Ukraine to restore 
faith in the leadership of 
the country

20th Anniversary of 
the Adoption of the 
Constitution of Ukraine

5th Anniversary of the 
Enthronement of His 
Beatitude, Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk

55th Anniversary of the 
Canonical Erection of the 
Eparchy of St. Nicholas 
in Chicago

60th Anniversary of the 
Canonical Erection of 
the Exarchy of Stamford

20th Anniversary of the 
Episcopal Ordination 
and 15th Anniversary 

of the Installation of His 
Grace, Stefan Soroka as 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
of Philadelphia

10th Anniversary of 
the Installation of His 
Grace, Paul Chomnycky, 
O.S.B.M. as Bishop of 
Stamford
 
10th Anniversary of the 
Episcopal Ordination 
and 45th Anniversary of 
Priesthood of His Grace, 
John Bura

45th Anniversary of the 
Episcopal Ordination of 
His Grace, Basil Losten

35th Anniversary of the 
Episcopal Ordination 
of His Grace, Stephen 
Sulyk

35th Anniversary of the 
Episcopal Ordination 
of His Grace, Robert 
Moskal

More information of the 
meetings and about the 
Providence Association 
may be found on its 
website at www.provassn.
com. Other information 
may be obtained by 
contacting Eugene Luciw 
at 1-877-857-2284 or at 
sales@provassn.com. 

(Photos: 
http://provassn.com)

PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING

Msgr. John Terlecky offers the homily at the 
Divine Liturgy on April 16th, 2016

The Great Entrance

Offering prayers for the deceased members 
of the Providence Association.
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Annual Spring Clergy Conference Hosted by Reading, Pa. Parish

Reading, Pa.-- The 
2016 Spring Clergy 
Conference of the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia was held 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 
April 19 and 20, hosted 
by the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Reading, 
Pa. Attendees included 
fifty-five priests from 
parishes in the 5 states 
of the Archeparchy  and 
3 bishops Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka, Bishop 
John Bura and Bishop 
Bohdan Danylo. 

Bishop Bohdan Danylo 
from the Eparchy of St. 
Josaphat in Parma, Ohio 
gave a presentation 
on Vibrant Parishes of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church throughout the 
world. 

The conference ended 
with the Divine Liturgy 
celebrated by Archbishop 
Stefan and Bishop John 
and concelebrated by the 
Protopresbyters (Deans) 
of the Archeparchy: 
Rev. Archpriest Michael 
Hutsko, Rev. Taras 
Lonchyna, Rev. Robert 
Hitchens, Rev. John 
Seniw and Rev. Andriy 
Rabiy. 

Photo (l to r): Rev. Andriy Rabiy, Pastor of Nativity of the BVM 
parish, Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka, Bishop John Bura 
and Bishop Bohdan Danylo. 

During the conference.

Divine Liturgy in Reading, PA.



(continued from previous page)
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After the Divine Liturgy, Metropolitan 
Stefan Soroka blessed a new vocation 
icon which will travel throughout the 
various parishes of the archeparchy 
for prayer services for vocations to 
the priesthood and religious life. Holy 
Chrism (Myron), which was consecrated 
during the Divine Liturgy on Holy 
Thursday was also distributed to the 
clergy for sacramental use in their 
parishes.

New vocation icon

SPRING CLERGY CONFERENCE 
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA 

APRIL 19-20, 2016, READING, PA 
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 19TH   OPENING PRAYER AND WELCOME  
1:30 PM        REVIEW OF PARISH ATTENDANCE REPORTS/INDICATORS  

    –     VERY REV. ARCHPRIEST MICHAEL HUTSKO. 
SOBOR OBSERVATIONS 
ARCHIEPARCHIAL SOBOR AND FOLLOW-UP IN DEANERIES  

– KEN HUTCHINS 
PATRIARCHAL SOBOR– METROPOLITAN STEFAN SOROKA 

2:30 PM   COFFEE BREAK 
2:45 PM   VISION 2020 

VIBRANT PARISH PROGRAM – TODAY AND TOMORROW  
        –     MOST REV. BOHDAN DANYLO, MEMBER OF PATRIARCHAL   
             VISION 2020 IMPLEMENTATION COMMISSION 

BRIEF REFLECTIONS BY A SEASONED PASTOR FOR “FILLING THE PEWS”  
         –     REV. DR. RONALD POPIVCHAK 

IMPLICATIONS FOR US – “JUST DO IT” 
AFTER PROGRAM  SOCIAL HOUR 
5:30 PM   DINNER HONORING JUBILARIANS OF ARCHEPARCHY 
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20TH 
AM    BREAKFAST AT HOTEL 
9:15 AM   SEXUAL ABUSE PREVENTION/SAFE ENVIRONMENT POLICY 
    UPDATE/RENEWAL/PARISH IMPLEMENTATION 

- KEN HUTCHINS, VICTIM PREVENTION COORDINATOR 
10:00 AM   VOCATIONS 

PRIESTHOOD – REV. PAUL MAKAR 
DEACONATE – VERY REV. ARCHPRIEST JOHN FIELDS 
RELIGIOUS LIFE – REV. PAUL MAKAR AND METROPOLITAN STEFAN 

10:30 AM   ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC SEMINARY 
- 75TH ANNIVERSARY IN 2016 – VERY REV. ROBERT HITCHENS 

10:45 AM   COFFEE BREAK 
11:00 AM 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF DEATH OF BISHOP SOTER STEPHEN 

ORTYNSKY, OSBM - METROPOLITAN STEFAN SOROKA 
11:15 AM   MARRIAGE AND TRIBUNAL UPDATE 

- VERY REV. ANDRIY RABIY, TRIBUNAL MEMBERS 
11:30 AM   EXORCISM – AWARENESS/PROCEDURES 

- REV. MSGR. MYRON GRABOWSKY 
11:50 AM   “YEAR OF MERCY” 
12:00 NOON   LUNCH 
1:00 PM   FINANCIAL REPORTS --ST. JOSAPHAT SEMINARY/ARCHEPARCHY 
        -      MR. JOHN DROZD, FINANCE OFFICER   
    PROGRESS UPDATE OF CHANCERY/CATHEDRAL/MUSEUM MOVE 
    “CONFRONT THE DEFICIT” CAMPAIGN. 
2:30 PM   DIVINE LITURGY/HOLY CHRISM DISTRIBUTION  
    BLESSING OF VOCATION ICON  
 

Annual Spring Clergy Conference Hosted by Reading, Pa. Parish

Conference Agenda

Metropolitan Stefan blesses 
new vocation icon

Divine Liturgy
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Camp Heritage

Camp Heritage

FaitH. FUN. FrieNDSHip.
2016 DAY CAMP BROCHURE

Holy Trinity Ukrainian 
Catholic Church

412-279-4652
www.htucc.com

730 Washington Avenue

Carnegie, PA 15106

At tRinitY ACREs

At tRinitY ACREs
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Inauguration of Jonathan Peri, President of Manor College

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka poses 
for a picture with Jonathan Peri, the 9th 

President of Manor College.

Jonathan Peri speaks at the Inauguration 
Ceremony held on Thursday, April 21, 2016 
at 3pm at the Manor College auditorium in 

Jenkintown, PA.

Sr. Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM speaks at the 
Inauguration Ceremony.

Manor’s Former President Sister Mary Cecilia 
Jurasinski, OSBM poses for a picture with 
Manor’s new President Jonathan Peri.  Sister 
Mary Cecilia Jurasinski, OSBM was president 

for the past 30 years. 

Photo from the Gala.

Procession
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Year of Mercy Column for May 8: Forever Easter

If Jesus forgave and prayed for those who were nailing his hands and feet to the cross, how much more does he love 
us who turned to him in repentance during Lent? This is a most welcome thought as we journey through this Jubilee 
Year of Mercy.

As Eastertide draws to an end, we should pay attention to the urging of Saint Leo the Great, who was pope from 
440 until his death in 461. In one of his sermons, he said, “What is to happen to our bodies should now take place 
in our hearts.” 

In other words, not only should we keep the reality of Christ’s resurrection alive in spirit, but we should also conduct 
ourselves as resurrection people who someday will be citizens of heaven. 

As members of the Body of Christ, we can take comfort in Pope Leo’s promise 
that, “the body that ascended above all the heights of heaven to the right hand 
of the Father’s glory is ours. “If we walk in the way of his commandments, we, 
too, will rise to share in the glory of Easter.”

Our prayer today: Jesus, we thank you today for sharing your Resurrection 
with us and making us forever an Easter people.

Article by: Peter Yaremko



Seminarians from St. Charles Borromeo visit the Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception

Nine (9) seminarians from St. Charles Borromeo Seminary came to visit the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception on Friday the 22nd of April.  The seminarians came to our Cathedral as part of their “Human 
Formation Day”. They enthusiastically look forward to the annual encounter with a culture different from 
their own.  This year they chose our church and Cathedral.

A short tour was provided and they asked if they could say Evening Prayer, what we call Vespers, at 
our Cathedral.  It just happened to be the Feast Day of The Holy, Glorious and Victorious Great Martyr 
George, The Wonder-Worker, so Great Vespers with Litya was prayed following the tour.

The seminarians also visited the Shroud of Turin display.  The experience was thoroughly moving and enjoyed 
by everyone in attendance and we pray that the seminarians grow in knowledge, wisdom, spirituality, the 
love of God and go on to become good priests for God’s people.

Emilia Pelesz and Nicholas Shatynski receive their 1st Confession on Sunday, April 24, 2016 at Immaculate 
Conception Ukrainian Catholic Church in Hillside (Union County), NJ.  Before lighting candles, Emilia Pelesz 

and Nicholas Shatynski recited prayers with their parents, godparents and family.

1st Confession in Hillside, NJ

Faculty and Principal of Assumption Catholic School, 
Perth Amboy Retreat

The faculty and principal spent a beautiful morning 
at St. Alfonso Retreat House in Long Branch. The 
teachers enjoyed two spiritually uplifting discussions 
on the Church and Ukrainian Rite led by Father 
Paul Makar. Father Paul is the priest at St. Michaels 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Cherry Hill, as well 
as an alumni of Assumption Catholic School, class 
of ‘86.  The teachers were able to receive the 
sacrament of penance and also enjoyed a prayer 
service outside in front of the icon of the Blessed 
Mother.  It was a rejuvenating morning filled with 
prayer, learning and fellowship.
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Pope: A Christian cannot keep quiet about announcing Gospel 

April 22, 2016

(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis on Friday urged Christians to have the courage to announce the good news 
about Jesus, just like the Apostles who testified to Christ’s resurrection even at the cost of their lives. The 
Pope’s words came during his morning Mass at the Santa Marta residence where he said announcing the 
Gospel, intercession and hope are the three interlinked dimensions of a Christian life. Friday (April 22nd) 
marked the 43rd anniversary of the religious profession of Jorge Mario Bergoglio.

In his homily Pope Francis reflected on the three lynchpins that he said should mark the life of a believer: 
announcing the Gospel, intercession and hope. The heart of this announcement for a Christian, he explained, 
is that Jesus died and rose from the dead for our salvation. This, he continued, is what the Apostles did 
before the Jews and the pagans and their testimony was made even at the cost of their lives, their own 
blood. 

“When John and Peter were brought before the Sanhedrin after the healing of the crippled man and the 
priests forbade them to mention the name of Jesus, the Resurrection, they courageously and simply said: 
‘We cannot stop proclaiming what we have seen and heard,’ - the announcement. And we Christians 
through our faith have the Holy Spirit inside us that makes us see and listen to the truth about Jesus who 
was put to death for our sins and who rose again. This is the announcement of our Christian life. Christ is 
alive! Christ is risen! Christ is among us in the community and accompanies us on our journey.”

Turning next to the question of intercession, Pope Francis reminded his listeners that just as Jesus told his 
Apostles at the last Supper, He is praying for us and preparing us a place in the house of the Lord.

“What does this mean?  How does Jesus prepare this place? By praying for each one of us. Jesus prays for 
us and this is his intercession.  At this moment, Jesus is working by praying for us. Just as he told Peter one 
time before the passion, ‘Peter, I prayed for you.’  In the same way, Jesus is now the intercessor between 
the Father and us.”

The Pope went on to explain how Jesus intercedes for us by showing his wounds to the Father after the 
Resurrection and names each one of us to Him.  This, he said, is Jesus’ prayer and his intercession on our 
behalf. 

Concluding his homily, Pope Francis touched on the third dimension of a Christian life: hope.  “A Christian,” 
he declared, “is a woman or a man of hope who hopes that the Lord will return.” All the Church is waiting 
for the coming of Jesus who will return and this is “Christian hope.”

“Each one of us, let’s ask ourselves: How is the announcement (of Jesus) in my life?  How is my relationship 
with Jesus who intercedes for me?  And how is my hope?  Do I truly believe that the Lord is risen? Do I 
believe that he prays to the Father on my behalf?  Each time that I call him, He is praying for me, He is 
interceding. Do I truly believe that He will return, that He will come?  It would do us good to ask ourselves 
these (questions) about our faith:  Do I believe in the announcement of Jesus’ good news?  Do I believe in 
his intercession?  Am I a man or a woman of hope?” 

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2016/04/22/pope_a_christian_cannot_keep_quiet_about_announcing_
gospel/1224759
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Foreign Ministry thanks Pope Francis for 
collecting funds for Ukraine

25 April 2016

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs thanked the Pope for his 
pan-European humanitarian initiative for Ukraine. This is 
reported by the website of the Ministry.

“We extend our deep gratitude to the Head of the 
Catholic Church for his call to charitable action, held on 
April 24.

We thank the Papal Council “Cor Unum” and the National 
Conference of Bishops for organizing and supporting a fundraising campaign in European countries.

We consider the above charitable initiative as an important gesture of solidarity of all Europeans with 
the Ukrainian people and a strong signal in support of our country in addressing the pressing domestic 
and foreign policy challenges caused by the Russian military aggression,” reads the statement.

Adapted from an article on: http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/ukraine_and_world/international_
relations/63196/

Pope Audience: Appeals for Ukraine and Ecuador

April 20, 2016
 
(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis during his weekly General Audience on Wednesday again appealed for 
Ukraine, reminding those gathered in St Peter’s Square that for a long time the country’s population has 
been suffering the consequences of armed conflict, forgotten, he said, by many.

On April 3rd during his Regina Coeli address the Pope announced a special charity collection to support 
the people of Ukraine telling the faithful it would be possible to contribute to the collection in all Catholic 
Churches in Europe on Sunday April 24th and saying that, “this gesture of charity, beyond alleviating 
material suffering, expresses my personal closeness and the solidarity of the entire Church”.

On Wednesday, the Holy Father thanked in advance those who will contribute generously to this initiative 
this weekend.

The Pope also greeted pilgrims from Ukraine and Belarus on the occasion of an international conference 
marking the 30th anniversary of the tragedy at Chornobyl. While praying for the victims of the disaster, he 
expressed gratitude to all those involved in alleviating their suffering.

During the Audience and speaking in Spanish, Pope Francis also expressed his closeness to the people of 
Ecuador who were hit at the weekend by a massive earthquake which has left over 500 people dead.

Adapted from an article on: http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2016/04/20/pope_audience_appeals_for_
ukraine_and_ecuador/1224125



Pope to teens: Love is the Christian identity card

April 24, 2016

(Vatican Radio) At the heart of Pope Francis’ message during the Jubilee Mass for Teens celebrated on 
Sunday was quite simply one word Love.

The Pope told the thousands of 13 to 16 year olds gathered in St Peter’s Square that “love, was the 
Christian’s identity card, the only valid “document” identifying us as Christians.  If this card expires and is 
not constantly renewed,” he said, “we stop being witnesses of the Master.”

Then he asked the teenagers gathered “Do you want to experience the love of Jesus? Let us learn from 
Him, for His words are a school of life, a school where we learn to love.”

The Holy Father noted, however, that although love is beautiful and it’s the path to happiness it is not 
necessarily and easy path.  It is, he said, demanding and it requires effort. 

The Lord, Pope Francis stressed, is generous, “He offers us His faithful friendship, which He will never take 
back.  Even if you disappoint Him and walk away from Him, Jesus continues to want the best for you and 
to remain close to you; He believes in you even more than you believe in yourself.” This is very important, 
the Pope noted because, “the biggest threat to growing up well comes from thinking that no one cares 
about us, from feeling that we are all alone.”

During his homily the Pope also warned the teens present to be on their guard against what he called “an 
instinctive desire to “have to have” what we find pleasing”, adding, “our consumerist culture reinforces this 
tendency.”

“Don’t be content with mediocrity, with “simply going with the flow”, with being comfortable and laid 
back,” the Holy Father said. He also told the teenagers to be sceptical about “people who want to make 
you believe that you are only important if you act tough like the heroes in films or if you wear the latest 
fashions.”  Your happiness, the Pope continued, has no price.  “It cannot be bought: it is not an app that 
you can download on your phones nor will the latest update bring you freedom and grandeur in love.”

Pope Francis invited those present in St Peter’s Square to be courageous and firm in their decisions 
because, he said, it is only by doing this you will realize your greatest dreams, adding, “if a person of your 
age can’t dream they are already in retirement, this serves nothing.”

Love does not happen because we talk about it, the Pope underlined, “but when we live it”. He also said: 
“In the art of climbing, the important thing is not to remain on the ground when you fall.”

The Holy Father concluded his homily by saying to the teenagers “you will do amazing things if you prepare 
well, starting now, by living your youth and all its gifts to the fullest and without fear of hard work.  Be like 
sporting champions, he said who attain high goals by quiet daily effort and practice.”

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2016/04/24/pope_to_teens_love_is_the_christian_identity_
card/1225219
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Young people should be at the forefront of fighting with 
corruption, first of all – in education, said the UGCC Head

17 April 2016

As the UGCC has chosen 
the issue of countering 
the sin of corruption 
as central to its public 
message this year, on 
April 16th , Patriarch 
Sviatoslav sent a special 
message to young 
people, urging them to 
be at the forefront of the 
liberation from the virus 
of corruption that has 
spread to all spheres 
of life, especially in 
education.
 
The messages of the 
UGCC head will be read 
in all churches of the 
UGCC on Palm Sunday, 
April 24 this year.
 
“Corruption destroys 
social freedom. This 
spiritual and moral 
servitude is contrary to 
human dignity, deprives 
us of the future, and 
distorts the relationship 
between people. For a 
corrupt personality other 
people are a means to 
achieve the benefits .... 
Another kind of evil that 
many of you feel the 
most acute is corruption 
in education. It brings 
moral devastation and 
hopelessness. When 
children become aware 
from a school bench that 
the formula for success is 
ruse and deception, and 

not talent and work, their 
sense of justice subsides. 
Subsequently, a student 
or pupil lives with the 
idea that justice does 
not exist and the can 
break the law,” goes the 
message.
 
The patriarch urges 
youth, “which became 
the driving force of many 
changes,” to be at the 
forefront of liberation 
from corruption, 
especially in education.”
 
“It is painful to see that 
many of those who 
stood on Maidan and 
were willing to die for 
the country’s future and 
for fair rules are ready 
to compromise with their 
own conscience for the 
sake of some minor goals 
or temporary relief. Give 
bribe and get a better 
grade, pay and defend 
a thesis, cheat and pass 
the exam with ease,” 
Patriarch Sviatoslav 
continues and calls:
 
“Dear young people, you 
deserve all the best! To 
great! Do not let anyone 
denigrate your dreams 
or ambitions! Learn! 
Work! Be honest! Do 
not give bribes and do 
not be silent when you 
need them! Corruption 
is afraid of light and 
openness. In order to 

get a good grade or 
a diploma, you do not 
need much - just honestly 
explore the subject. To 
get a good job - just do 
every effort for that. And 
so, unwittingly, taking the 
exams one by one, you 
will pass the test of life.

 Do not be afraid 
that first you will feel 
powerless and they will 
cry after you: he is a 
case! Complicating his 
life.” The young people 
who spread their clothes 
in front of Jesus, who 
entered the royal city, 
and cut branches of 
young trees, shouting, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is He 
who comes in the name 
of the Lord!” looked just 
as strange in the eyes of 
the Pharisees. Resistance 
to corruption causes a 
furious opposition of 
those who do not want 
to change. Similarly, the 
Dispensation teachers 
requested Jesus to silence 
the young people. But 
His answer was: “If they 
remain silent - the stones 
will cry out!” If the young 
hearts will go silent in the 
face of the wrong - the 
Ukrainian land will cry 
out to God itself! “

The patriarch warns 
young people that it is 
difficult to immediately 
change the whole system 

in a corrupt society, 
however, “a small honest 
deed can move even 
the most corrupt heart 
and its example inspire 
others to be resistant to 
temptations.”

“Look for the like-minded, 
and be sure that among 
your peers there are 
thousands of people who 
can say,” I neither give 
nor take bribes! “This will 
help restore confidence 
and community spirit that 
is being destroyed by 
corruption in our society. 
The Church will always 
support you in this 
movement of honesty,” 
Patriarch Sviatoslav 
called on Ukrainian 
youth.

h t t p : / / r i s u . o r g . u a /
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
communi ty/re l ig ion_
and_society/63107
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Pope at Regina Coeli: Jesus’ love is invincible!
April 17, 2016 

(Vatican Radio) At the 
Regina Coeli on Sunday, 
Pope Francis spoke about 
the day’s Gospel, where 
Jesus describes Himself 
as the Good Shepherd.

In his reflection, Pope 
Francis said the words of 
Jesus – My sheep hear 
My voice, and I know 
them, and they follow Me 
– “help us to understand 
that no one can call 
himself a follower of 
Jesus if he does not listen 
to his voice.

Listening to Jesus, the 
Pope continued, does 
not mean hearing in 
a superficial way, but 
engaging with the Lord’s 
words in order to come to 
a “generous following,” 

expressed in the words 
“and they follow Me.” This 
listening, he continued, 
means listening with our 
hearts, not just with our 
ears.

The image of the shepherd 
and the sheep, the Pope 
said, “indicates the close 
relationship that Jesus 
wants to establish with 
each one of us. He is 
our guide, our teacher, 
our friend, our model, 
but above all He is our 
Saviour.” When Jesus 
goes on to say, “I give 
them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish, and no 
one can take them out of 
My hand,” the Pope said 
these words “communicate 
to us a sense of absolute 
security and of immense 
tenderness. Our life is 
fully secure in the hands 

of Jesus and the Father, 
which are one single thing: 
one unique love, a unique 
mercy, revealed once for 
all in the sacrifice of the 
Cross.”

It is at the Eucharistic 
table, Pope Francis 
said, that this mystery is 
renewed: “It is there that 
the sheep are gathered 
to nourish themselves; it 
is there that they become 
one thing, between 
themselves and with the 
Good Shepherd.”

The Holy Father reminded 
us that nothing and no 
one can take us out of the 
hands of Jesus, “because 
no one can overcome His 
love – the love of Jesus 
is invincible!” Although the 
devil – the evil one, as the 
Pope called him – attempts 

to take eternal life from 
us, he can do nothing if 
we do not “open to him 
the doors of our hearts, 
following his deceitful 
enticements.”
As usual, the Pope 
concluded his reflection 
by turning to Mary, the 
Mother of God, “who 
listened to and docilely 
followed the voice of the 
Good Shepherd.” He 
prayed, “May she help 
us to welcome with joy 
the invitation of Jesus to 
become His disciples, 
and to live always in the 
certainty of being in the 
paternal hands of the 
Father.”

http://en.radiovaticana.
va/news/2016/04/17/
p o p e _ a t _ r e g i n a _
coe l i _ je sus_ love_ i s_
invincible!/1223560


