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EASTER MESSAGE OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV
Most
Reverend
Archbishops
and
Bishops, Very Reverend
and Reverend Fathers,
Venerable Brothers and
Sisters, Dearly Beloved
in Christ of the Ukrainian
Greek-Catholic Church
Christ is Risen!
The first-born male from
the virginal womb –
Christ, who, as a man,
has been called Lamb
and unblemished, not
having the stain of sin.
He is our Pasch and,
as true God, is called
perfect.
Paschal Canon, Ode 4,
Second Hymn
Beloved in Christ!
Once again we gather in
Ukraine and throughout

the world to greet one
another on the glorious
feast of our Lord’s
Resurrection: “Christ is
risen!” This joyful greeting
for us Christians is the
beginning and end of our
preaching, the core of our
faith, the foundation of
our hope, and fulfillment
of our love. Although this
is already the third time
that we celebrate Christ’s
Pasch in the context of a
new way of the cross for
the Ukrainian people—
war and cruelty by the
forces of evil—time and
again this feast renews
us in the joy and hope of
God’s children, assured
of God’s victory over
diabolical
treachery,
mendacity, and malice.
The first-born male from
the virginal womb –
Christ, who, as a man,

of St. Basil the Great).
At a critical moment
How mysterious is the in human history the
depth of divine mercy Eternal God, Creator
to humankind! Our Lord of the Universe, quietly,
“did not utterly turn away without great fanfare,
from His creature, which entered into human
He made, nor did He history in an unheard of
forget the work of His
hands” (see Anaphora (continued on next page)
has been called Lamb
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and unexpected manner.
The Only-begotten Son
of God became the firstborn of the Virgin from
Nazareth so that, as the
only Holy and Pure One,
without the stain of sin,
He might offer Himself
as a sacrifice for our
salvation.
Does God truly require
human sacrifice? Certainly
not! It is we, created in
the image and likeness
of God, who need to
offer our life to God,
order our life according
to His commandments,
and acknowledge before
God that everything we
are belongs to Him.
The only One who was
capable of offering such
a perfect sacrifice to
God the Father was the
God-man, Jesus Christ,
the Immaculate Lamb,
who, even though He
was Innocent, offered
Himself to God on
behalf of all humankind,
and thus opened for us
the path to eternal life by
His resurrection from the
dead.
He is our Pascha and,
as true God, is called
perfect.

Lord liberated His chosen
people from Egyptian
bondage, and the angel
of death “bypassed”
every home, which was
marked on its doorpost
by the blood of the
paschal lamb. That is,
in fact, the first meaning
of the Hebrew word
for the feast, pesach,
which conveys the image
of divine punishment
“passing
over,”
or
“passing by.” Thus, when
we sing that Christ is
“our Pasch,” we magnify
the One, through whom
we have been given the
possibility to avoid the
consequences of our
sins, provided we make
a determined decision to
leave the captivity of sin
and passions, repent and
follow His Gospel. For He
has saved us by His own
blood! “Know that you
were ransomed from the
futile ways inherited from
your forefathers, not with
perishable things such
as silver or gold, but
with the precious blood
of Christ, like that of a
lamb without blemish or
spot. He was foreknown
before the foundation of
the world but was made
manifest in the last times
for the sake of you” (1
Peter 1:18-20).

of salvation. To speak
of
the
Christ-Lamb,
crucified on the cross, in
today’s world seems as
problematic as it was in
the times of the earliest
Christians. This was St.
Paul’s
understanding
when he wrote: “For
the word of the cross is
folly to those who are
perishing, but to us who
are being saved it is the
power of God. For it is
written, ‘I will destroy
the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment
of the discerning I will
thwart’” (1 Corinthians
1:18-19). Even though
Christ’s Gospel is being
preached now for almost
two thousand years,
often it seems that the
world, even one that
calls itself “Christian,”
still understands only
the language of riches,
affluence,
power,
weaponry, and might.
Manifestations of the
folly of the mighty of this
world never disappear
from the arena of history.
They take on different
forms: empires, reichs,
unions,
federations,
led by individuals, who
propose
themselves
instead of God, and
impose on others their
own depravation as a
measure of truth.

The
Pasch-Passover
of the Old Testament
remembers a remarkable Not all are able to
event, when the Almighty receive this message However,
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in

generation there will
also be those, who
understand God’s ways,
know how to be gentle
lambs of God in the
history of their people,
who
follow
God’s
gentleness,
humility,
meekness,
spirit
of
sacrifice, who understand
that not only do crosses
and suffering pass, but
that without them there
is no resurrection. In our
circumstances
among
such individuals are
thousands of the best
sons and daughters
of our people, who
sacrifice
their
lives
for our freedom and
independence. Precisely
in the Risen Christ, our
Unblemished Lamb, we
come to understand the
paschal value of their
pure sacrifice, which
leads us out of the house
of captivity, the meaning
of Ukraine’s suffering
at the start of the new
millennium.
Most often, it is in
weakness and infirmity
that God’s power and
God’s wisdom is revealed.
What is important is not
to allow oneself to be
tempted, or deceived,
or discouraged in our
fight, for that, against
which we struggle, is

every (continued on next page)
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power of the enemy and
the realm of evil. Once
again to all of you, in
Ukraine and throughout
the world, I send my
heartfelt festive greeting,
and sincerely wish you
the blessings of the
Beloved in Christ! The Resurrection of our Lord,
Risen Lord calls us to a tasty sharing of our
perfection. Indeed, He traditional blessed egg,
Himself is the only source and a Paschal joy that is
of every perfection—our full of light.
Saviour, who completes
and makes precious The grace of our Risen
and lasting the fruit of Lord Jesus Christ, the
our efforts. If we are still love of God the Father,
far from perfection, if and the communion of
our state is not yet that the Holy Spirit be with
of which we dream, we you all.
do not have reason to
abandon our effort: to Christ is risen! – Truly,
build, live and struggle He is risen!
for God and Ukraine, for
+ SVIATOSLAV
Christ is our Pasch.
possible, a restoration of
the unity of the Churches
of Kyivan Christianity,
which we have received
as an inheritance from
Prince Volodymyr, equalto-the-apostles.

years ago the evil one
decided once again to
crucify our people and
drag our Church into
the grave. However, to
the surprise of the entire
world, she rose and
became stronger than at
any time in her history.
At the Lviv pseudo-sobor
of 1946 the enemy
attempted to forcibly
separate us from unity
with the successor to the
apostle Peter. Today we
are living witness to how
the blood of the martyrs
and confessors of our
Church
has
forever
sealed this Catholic unity
and become a force of
resilience and resurrection
for Ukraine, a force for
the unity of its people,
How much have we and a catalyst for social
already
experienced renewal. Indeed, through
the “impossible” made such a witnessing of faith
possible for those, who in the resurrection an
firmly kept their faith in authentic unification of
the Risen Lord! Seventy the Churches of Ukraine is
merely a manifestation
of the unclean spirit,
who shakes, falls to the
ground, foams at the
mouth and convulses,
for it knows that by the
blood of the unblemished
Paschal Lamb its end is
near (see Mark 9:17-27).
The Risen Christ, who
through suffering and
death carries us over to
resurrection and eternal
life, comes to us today
showing us the wounds
on His glorified body.
As then he spoke to
his frightened apostles,
so today he says to us,
his disciples: “Why are
you troubled, and why
do doubts arise in your
hearts?” (Luke 24:38).

I greet all of you with
today’s feast, or rather,
with Christ’s spiritual
victory this day over the

Given in Kyiv at the
Patriarchal Cathedral of
the Resurrection of Christ,
March 20, 2016 A.D.

Metropolitan Stefan gathers with Chancery Staff for a
traditional Ukrainian Easter luncheon on March 30, 2016.
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Pascha Sunday around the Archeparchy

CATHEDRAL, PHILADELPHIA. Proclaiming the Gospel in three languages on Easter, March 27, 2016, at
the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia, PA. Pictured left to right
are Deacon Michael Waak, Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka, Father Joseph Szupa, and Subdeacon
Roman Oprysk. (Photo: Teresa Siwak)

CATHEDRAL, PHILADELPHIA. The Faithful in attendance at the 9am Divine Liturgy.

APRIL 03, 2016

4

Pascha Sunday around the Archeparchy

MELROSE PARK, PA. Easter Sunday at Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian
Catholic Church with Father Ihor Bloshchynskyy. (Photo: Parish Facebook Page)

READING, PA. Nativity
of the BVM Ukrainian
Catholic Church with
Father
Andriy
Rabiy.
(Photo: Parish Facebook
page.)

Fox Chase Manor, PA. Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great rejoice in the Lord’s Resurrection
with friends and family. Pictured left is Msgr. Peter Waslo, Spiritual Chaplain blessing Easter Foods and
pictured right is Sr. Dorothy Ann, OSBM, Provincial, distributing eggs to the Sisters. (Photos: Sisters of
the Order of St. Basil the Great - Jenkintown, PA Facebook Page.)
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Resurrectional Matins, Sunday, March 27, 2016 at 6:30 am at St.
John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church, Maizeville, Pa.
By: John E. Usalis
Pottsville, Pa. Republican-Herald
MAIZEVILLE — Christian churches
in our region celebrated Easter
Sunday services throughout the
morning, some holding traditional
services at sunrise.
St. John the Baptist Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Maizeville,
Gilberton borough, began the
joyous Holy Pascha (Easter)
celebration at 6:30 a.m.,
beginning with the Resurrection
Matins prayer service, followed
by the Divine Liturgy immediately
afterward.

Clergy and faithful at St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic
Church, Maizeville, processed outside during early Easter
The traditional greeting among
Sunday service at the church. (Photo: John E. Usalis)
parishioners
was
“Christos
Voskres!,”
with
the
reply,
“Voyeestinu Voskres!” (“Christ is risen!” “Indeed He is risen!”). Greetings also included “Happy Easter,” with
all words accompanied by smiles.
The Rev. Roman Pitula, pastor of St. John Church and St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church, Frackville,
was the celebrant, and was assisted by the Rev. Deacon Paul M. Spotts.
Before Matins began, a short prayer service was held by Pitula before the tomb, a wooden display with
the holy shroud (Plaschanitsa) that depicts Jesus in the tomb on it. The church was dark, with only a few
lights on. The congregants in the pews held lighted candles. Pitula and Spotts wore dark red vestments
during those prayers. The symbolism is of a funeral, somber in tone. At the conclusion, Pitula prostrated
himself before the tomb, venerating the holy shroud, kissing it and then placing it on his back and carrying
it into the sanctuary behind the iconostasis, or icon wall, where it will remain on the altar for 40 days until
Ascension Thursday.
The church remained in its darkened state as Pitula and Spotts changed into white and gold vestments
behind the icon wall for the Matins service. Pitula’s bright white vestments were new, having been made in
Ukraine and were a gift from his mother and sister.
The Royal Doors, double doors in the center of the iconostasis, were opened, signifying the opening of the
gates of Heaven.
“Jesus rose from the grave as He foretold. He gave us everlasting life and great mercy,” Pitula said as a
(continued on next page)
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Resurrectional Matins, Sunday, March 27, 2016 at 6:30 am at St.
John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church, Maizeville, Pa.
(continued from previous page)

procession started in the church, led by Daniel Semanchik
holding a cross, followed by Michael Kazemka ringing
bells, John Kostingo carrying the Book of the Gospel,
Spotts, Pitula and cantor Jason Ulich. The people joined
the procession, which went clockwise around the inside of
the church three times before going outside.
The church doors were closed, and Pitula began
prayers with the congregation standing around him. The
Resurrection Matins began. Pitula went to the doors,
blessed them, tapped them and opened them. Everyone
entered the church, which was bright with all lights on.
Rev. Roman Pitula and Deacon Paul
Matins continued, and when completed, the Divine Liturgy
Spotts. (Photo: John E. Usalis)
began.
The Gospel was read by Spotts in English and Pitula in Ukrainian. Standing in the center aisle holding a
lighted trikiri, a three-candle candelabra used in religious services, was Michael Chowansky, a resident of
Havertown and formerly of Frackville.
“We are grateful to our Lord that we can be here again in our parish church to celebrate the glorious feast
of the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,” Pitula said during his homily.
Pitula spoke of the Pascha, the root of the word from “Pesach,” or Passover. He spoke of the Jews being
liberated by God through Moses from their slavery in Egypt and getting to the Promised Land. He said
Pascha can have other meanings.
“Pascha is also a special way, it’s an opportunity, to share,” Pitula said. “Through it we change our minds
and the understanding of this world. We have an understanding of what God has promised us and we is
expecting of us.”
He said there are many ways to share, from the food in the Easter baskets that were blessed on Saturday,
sharing the message of the Resurrection with others, and bringing the Gospel to those who are unable to
attend services. Pitula said those baskets can also be filled with God’s love.
“On this glorious feast of the Resurrection, take the good news to those who are not with us because they
are homebound,” he said. “Take the good news that our Lord is risen, our Lord is God. God is with us and
wants to save us.”
At the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, Pitula invited everyone to come to the front and be anointed, kiss
the cross and eat a piece of the blessed bread. Many people also kissed the icon of the Resurrection on
the tetrapod.
http://standardspeaker.com/news/faithful-mark-resurrection-of-christ-1.2023939

APRIL 03, 2016

7

Blessing of Paschal Foods around the Archeparchy

CATHEDRAL, PHILADELPHIA. Metropolitan-Archbishop
Stefan Soroka blesses Easter Foods at the Cathedral Hall.
(Photo: Walter Fedorin)

SWARTHMORE, PA. Blessing of
Easter Foods at Holy Myrrh-Bearers
with Father John Ciurpita. (Photo:
Parish Facebook Page)

FRACKVILLE, PA. Rev. Roman Pitula blesses Easter
Foods at St. Michael the Archangel Church Hall.
(Photo: Parish Facebook page)

OLYPHANT, PA. Blessing of Easter Foods at St.
Cyril’s and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church
at the Monument of “Our Lady of Zhyrovytsi”, with
Father Nestor Iwasiw. (Photos: Lauren Telep)

MILLVILLE, NJ. Father Roman Sverdan blesses
Easter Foods at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic
Church. (Photo: Parish Facebook page.)
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Good Friday around the Archeparchy

CATHEDRAL, PHILADELPHIA. MetropolitanArchbishop Stefan Soroka during Vespers on Good
Friday at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia, PA. (Photo: PERTH AMBOY, NJ.
Assumption Ukrainian
Lisa Oprysk)
Catholic Church. (Photo: Rev. Ivan Turyk.)

OLYPHANT, PA.
Good Friday Services at St. PASSAIC, NJ. Rev. Andriy Dudkevych places the
Cyril’s in Olyphant with Rev. Nestor Iwasiw. (Photo: Shroud at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Passaic, NJ. (Photo: Parish Facebook Page video)
Lauren Telep)
MT CARMEL, PA.
The grave, set up
on the solea in the
front of Saints Peter
and Paul Ukrainian
Catholic Church, Mt.
Carmel, Pa. is ready
for the placement
of the plaschenitsya
during Good Friday
services. (Photo: Parish
Facebook page.)

MINERSVILLE, PA. St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic
Church. (Photo: Parish Facebook page)
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Good Friday, Annunciation celebrated together in Eastern churches
John Usalis--Pottsville, Pa.
Republican-Herald
SHENANDOAH,
PA
— The commemoration
of the crucifixion of Jesus
Christ on Good Friday
had an added dimension
in Eastern Rite Catholic
churches this year with the
celebration of the Feast of
the Annunciation on the
same day.
One of the churches to
mark the two important
religious events was St.
Michael Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Shenandoah
with a Divine Liturgy
celebrated by Monsignor
Myron
Grabowsky,
pastor, assisted by the
Rev. Thomas DeSimone,
a Roman Catholic priest
from the Archdiocese of
New York.
The Annunciation feast
marks the announcement
almost 2,000 years ago
by the Archangel Gabriel
to Mary in Bethlehem that
she would bear a son who
would be the son of God.
When Mary agreed, Jesus
was conceived through
the power of the Holy
Spirit and became man
(The Incarnation). It is
celebrated on March 25,
nine months before the
birth of Jesus on Dec. 25.
While the Annunciation,
which is a holy day of
obligation in the Eastern
Catholic churches, is a
fixed day, Good Friday
and other days in the
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Lenten and Easter seasons
are movable on the
calendar, and occasionally
the Annunciation and
Good Friday coincide. In
Roman Catholic churches,
the celebration of the
Annunciation is moved to
after Easter. This year it
has been moved to April
4.
Normally,
the
Divine
Liturgy/Mass
is
not
permitted on Good Friday,
but Eastern Rite churches
make the exception for
the celebration of the
Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom with Vespers
for the Feast of the
Annunciation on Great
(Good) Friday. The last
time the Annunciation
and Good Friday were
on the same day was in
2005. The next time it will
happen will be in 2157.
Most of the prayers in the
Divine Liturgy were those
from the Annunciation
liturgy, but the Gospel
reading included portions
of three Gospels (Matthew,
Luke and John) that
included the narratives of
the Annunciation and the
Passion of Christ from his
judgement by Pilate to his
burial.
After reading the Gospel,
DeSimone
gave
the
homily. He spoke of
Judas’ betrayal of Jesus
and how Satan entered
Judas when he opened
himself up to him.

“Every time we say
‘yes’ to a sin, we
are allowing him
(Satan) to come
in,”
DeSimone
said. “Confession
pushes Satan back
out, but we have to
be aware of that.
Why do you think
it is easier to sin
the second time
with the same sin?
Each time it gets The Holy Shroud depicting
easier and easier the lifeless body of Jesus was
and easier. What processed through St. Michael
are we saying Ukrainian Catholic Church in
yes to? Who are Shenandoah on Good Friday.
(Photo: John Usalis)
we saying yes to?
Are we saying (to
went around the inside of
God) do unto me
according to your word, the church three times.
or do unto you according
The procession symbolizes
to my word?”
the funeral procession
The conclusion of the of Christ to the grave,
Divine Liturgy led to the stopping in the center
procession of the Holy aisle.
Burial Shroud (Plaschanicja)
of Christ, which contains a
depiction of Christ at his
burial.
According
to
the
explanation in the prayer
booklet, the priest takes
the censer and incenses
the Holy Shroud from
each of the four sides of
the altar.
Grabowsky gave the Holy
Shroud to Sam Litwak,
Michael Fufla, Fred Koch
and Edward Mohutsky,
who carried it through the
church in a procession
that included most of
those who attended the
services. The procession

10

After prayers before the
tomb (a wooden stand
large enough for the
shroud and surrounded
by flowers), Grabowsky
placed the shroud in the
tomb and the Book of
the Gospels near it, and
invited everyone to come
to the front and venerate
the shroud. The church
remained open into the
late evening for people
to pray.
http://republicanherald.
com/news/good-fridayannunciation-celebratedtogether-in-easternchurches-1.2023402

Annunciation and Good Friday at the Ukrainian Catholic
National Shrine of the Holy Family, Washington, DC
Washington-After the Vespers Liturgy for the Annunciation of the Mother of God and Good Friday, some
200 faithful made the annual procession with the plaschanytsa around the Church on Good Friday night.
As Holy Family is one of the designated places of pilgrimage for the Archeparchy of Philadelphia for the
Year of Mercy, everyone reentered the church through the “Doors of Mercy” and under the plaschanytsa
held on high by the priests symbolizing the faithful also entering the tomb of Jesus Christ to rest with Him
in anticipation of His Resurrection.

Fr. Wasyl Kharuk and Fr. Robert Hitchens
hold the plaschanytsa as the faithful reenter
the church through the “Doors of Mercy”
and walk under the plaschanytsa.

The faithful walk through the “Doors of
Mercy” and under the plaschanytsa.

Blessing of Easter
Foods in Washington
Some fantastic spring weather provided
a beautiful setting for the Blessing of
Easter Baskets on the grounds of Holy
Family Shrine. From Holy Thursday
evening with the Vespers Liturgy of
St. Basil through Easter Sunday with
Resurrection Matins and the Divine
Liturgy nearly 1000 faithful participated
in all or some of the services of Pascha
2016 during the Extraordinary Jubilee
of Mercy.
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Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka celebrates
Holy Thursday Service at Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA

PHILADELPHIA, PA—On Holy Thursday, March 24, 2016, Archbishop Stefan Soroka was the main
celebrant during religious services at the Cathedral in Philadelphia.
The Holy Thursday service commemorated the institution of the Holy Eucharist and the Priesthood by Jesus
Christ at the Last Supper. During the service, Metropolitan Stefan consecrated the Holy Myron (Chrism)
and performed the traditional Washing of the Feet of 12 priests reenacting the washing of the feet of His
apostles by Jesus as recounted in the Gospel of John. Metropolitan Stefan was also the homilist.
Watch a video from Holy Thursday on our YouTube Channel at
https://www.youtube.com/user/thewayukrainian

Metropolitan Stefan washes the foot of
Father Joseph Szupa. (Photo: Teresa Siwak)
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Father Ihor Bloshchynskyy portrays the role
of Peter and says “Lord, don’t just wash
my feet. Wash my hands and my head.”
(Photo: Teresa Siwak)
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Palm Sunday around the Archeparchy

NORTHAMPTON, PA. Father David Clooney at St John the Baptist Church in Northampton PA
on Palm Sunday. (Photo submitted by: Marcia Bolesky)

CATHEDRAL, PHILADELPHIA. Father Joseph
Szupa and Father Walter Pasicznyk assisted by
Deacon Michael Waak, blessed palms and pussy
willow branches held by the faithful. (Photo: Lisa
Oprysk)
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CATHEDRAL, PHILADELPHIA. Deacon Michael
Waak proclaims the Gospel on Palm Sunday.
(Photo: Teresa Siwak)

Flowery Sunday, March 20, 2016 in St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic
Church Shenandoah, Pa. with Msgr. Myron Grabowsky
Blessing of palms, pussy willows begins journey to
resurrection
By Mark Gilger Jr.
March 21, 2016
Sunday was the beginning of Holy Week in preparation
for Easter Sunday one week later, and the tradition in
many churches involved the blessing and distribution
of palm leaves and pussy willow branches.
Palms are traditionally blessed in Western Christian
churches such as Roman Catholic, Anglican/Episcopal
and Lutheran on Palm Sunday. The tradition in Eastern
Christian churches, such as St. Michael Ukrainian Monsignor Myron Grabowsky, pastor, left,
Catholic Church, Shenandoah, is the branches of the uses holy water to bless the sacramentals
with the assistance of altar servers Joel
willow tree are blessed on Flowery Sunday.
Caputo, Luke Caputo and Noah Swaldi
Monsignor Myron Grabowsky, pastor, blessed the during Flowery Sunday service at St. Michael
pussy willow branches and palms at the Sunday Ukrainian Catholic Church, Shenandoah.
(Photo: John Usalis)
morning Divine Liturgy. Willow branches standing
about 6 feet tall were in two large vases on both
sides of the Royal Doors, which are located in the
center of the icon wall called the “iconostasis” and that lead into the sanctuary where the altar is located.
A table filled with pussy willows and palms was placed in front of the iconostasis. If possible, the pussy
willow branches are collected by parishioners where they live, either from their properties or in the wild.
“We always forget that we should place ourselves in the time of Jesus and also place ourselves in the time
and events that took place in the Gospel reading,” Grabowsky said in his homily, referring to the Gospel
reading that included Jesus having a dinner in the home of his friend Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from the
dead, along with Lazarus’ sisters, Martha and Mary, and others.
“We’re a lot like Lazarus. Many of us are entombed by many things that have accumulated in our lives,”
Grabowsky said. “Jesus wants to show us that just like Lazarus, who was four days in a tomb, we been
entombed for many years.”
Near the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, Grabowsky, assisted by altar servers Joel Caputo, Luke Caputo
and Noah Swaldi, incensed the pussy willows and palm, followed by sprinkling them with holy water. After
the blessing, people came to the front for the anointing with holy oil and then selected their blessed willow
branches and palms to bring home as sacramentals.
http://republicanherald.com/news/blessing-of-palms-pussy-willows-begins-journey-to-resurrection1.2021207
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Ukrainian church in Bridgeport celebrates Willow Sunday,
pastor’s birthday
By Gary Puleo, The Times
Herald
03/20/16
BRIDGEPORT
Willow
Sunday took on the festive
theme of a birthday party
at Saints Peter and Paul
Ukrainian Church this
year.
On the Sunday before
Easter, which is also known
as “Willow Sunday” and
is always celebrated with
free breakfast for hundreds
in the church hall, the Rev.
Ronald Popivchak blessed
branches of the willow tree
to hand out to the faithful,
as he always does on this
occasion.
Technically, the beloved
pastor,
who’s
been
running the nearly 91year-old church for 44
years, won’t turn 75 until
May 22, but his many
fans at Bridgeport’s only
surviving Catholic church
and in the community
figured there was no
better time to celebrate his
birthday than the day that
recalls the entry of Jesus
into Jerusalem, where he
was greeted by throngs
of people waving palm
branches.
“With my birthday being
around Memorial Day,
typically the parish can’t
get together then, and
the kids are already
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discharged from school
and everybody’s thinking
about the shore and
the mountains, so they
decided to celebrate my
75th birthday today when
everybody will be at the
breakfast ... the mayor,
the chief of police, and
my family will be down
from Pittsburgh,” said the
gregarious
Popivchak,
who prefers being called
“Father Ron.” It’s a nice
celebratory time for us.”

Msgr. Ronald Popivchak stands behind pussy
willow branches which he blessed before
handing out to the faithful for “Willow
Sunday,” March 20, 2016 at Ss. Peter and
Following the Sunday Paul Ukrainian Church in Bridgeport. (Photo:
morning
liturgy,
Gary Puleo)
Popivchak was headed
for the breakfast gala During a pre-breakfast can afford it,” he said. “We
in the immense church presentation
featuring have a wonderful catering
hall, carrying bunches of students from the parish ministry and the ladies in
blessed branches, marked school,
Popivchak the kitchen all volunteer.
by the fluffy white blossoms learned that a willow tree, They buy and prepare
of the pussy willow.
long considered to be the food and serve it. No
a holy tree symbolizing matter how many people
“These will be available resurrection and eternal come, it’s like Jesus with
for those who want them life, had been planted in the loaves and the fishes,
later,” he said.
his honor in front of the everybody seems to get
church.
fed.”
For centuries, Orthodox
churches in Ukraine have More than 500 were on In lieu of loaves and
substituted pussy willow hand for the morning fishes, the crowd dined
branches for palm fronds repast, including mayor on generous ham steaks,
to celebrate Palm Sunday, Thaddeus
Pruskowski, potato puffs and fluffy
he noted.
Bridgeport Chief of Police scrambled eggs, the result
Bob Ruxton and former of 145 dozen eggs being
“We don’t have palms, Chief of Police Zenny cracked.
because up in Northern Martyniuk.
Europe there were no
palms. The Mediterranean Popivchak has insisted that Adapted
from
the
people have the palms, the breakfast be offered article on: http://www.
so we use pussy willows, at no charge.
timesherald.com/generalwhich are some of the
news/20160320/
first things to bloom in the “I have the philosophy that u k r a i n i a n - c h u r c h - i n spring.”
it’s the people’s money, bridgeport-celebratesnot my money, and we willow-sunday-pastorsbirthday
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BLESSING OF DESIGNATED “HOLY DOOR OF MERCY” AT
ST. NICHOLAS UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, PASSAIC, NJ
With the receipt of the letter from Archbishop
Stefan Soroka that the parish of St. Nicholas
has been designated as a “Holy Door of
Mercy”, Fr. Andriy Dudkevych began planning
this event. Calling together Sr. Eliane Ilnitski,
SSMI, principal of the parish school and a few
other individuals, work began on setting a date
and all other particulars needed to observe this
honor and celebrate.
The working group selected March 19, Lazarus
Saturday as the appropriate day for the
blessing. As Christ said to Lazarus to “Come
Forth” from the grave, from the darkness,
we are also called to come forward from the
darkness into the light of Christ, crossing the threshold of the blessed “Holy Door”, receiving the graces
proclaimed by Pope Francis.
Natalka Warchola of Warchola Designs chose a theme, one appropriate for decorating the “Holy Door”.
A theme of grapes and wheat, symbolic of our Faith and the Eucharist surrounded the entrance to the
Church. Sr. Eliane designed the banners that would grace the doors of the Church proclaiming the Jubilee
of Mercy as well as preparing the Moleben booklets and additional informational pamphlets explaining the
Year of Mercy and how to live it. In addition, explanations were given on how to gain a plenary indulgence
during this Extraordinary Jubilee Year and prayer cards were distributed.
The afternoon found parishioners gathering in Church, taking the time to go to confession, spending time in
prayer, readying for the procession of the Icon of the Doors of Mercy and the Icon of the logo of the Jubilee
year. The school children and their teachers lined up behind the school; the altar boys lead the procession
with the Cross and Icons, followed Fr. Andriy Dudkevych, Fr. Taras Svirchuk and Fr. Myhalo Ivanyak, C.Ss.
R . Stopping at the main doors of the Church, the clergy intoned the prayers of Blessing of the Holy Door
and the choir and faithful responded. After the blessing, the clergy led the faithful through the blessed
portal. The large crowd of participants filled
the pews of the Church and as the beginning
of Moleben was intoned, all responded, voices
resounding. Immediately following Moleben, the
Divine Liturgy began to celebrate the Entrance
of Our Lord into Jerusalem. Palms and Pussy
willows were blessed and distributed.
At the end of Liturgy, Fr. Andriy thanked everyone
for taking the time to come celebrate and pray
during this special time for the parish and he
invited everyone to a light Lenten reception in
the hall beneath the Church prepared by the
women of the parish.
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“Pray for Ukraine” Commemorative Concert and
Religious Service
“Pray for Ukraine” will be the focus of a
commemorative religious service and concert on
Sunday, April 17, 2016, beginning at 3 p.m. in
the golden-domed Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception, 830 North Franklin
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. “Pray for Ukraine” will
commemorate the 30th anniversary of the nuclear
disaster at Chornobyl, Ukraine and will be a day
of prayer for an end to the war in eastern Ukraine.
All are invited and encouraged to participate in
this solemn event of prayer, music, reflections and
hope for peace in Ukraine.

Концерт пам’яті «Молитва за
Україну» та молитовна відправа
У неділю, 17 квітня 2016 року, о 3 год. дня в
золотоверхій Українській Католицькій Катедрі
Непорочного Зачаття в Філадельфії (830 North
Franklin Street), відбудеться церковна відправа та
концерт пам’яті «Молитва за Україну» з нагоди
відзначення 30-ліття
Чорнобильської трагедії
та день молитви за завершення війни на Сході
України. Запрошуємо і заохочуємо всіх до участі
в молитві, музичному вшануванні та роздумах з
надією про мир в Україні.

Image of war
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Chornobyl before and after

SUNDAY OF THE MYRR-BEARING WOMEN
APRIL 10, 2016
MARK 15:43-16:8
When it was already evening, since it was the day of preparation, that is, the
day before the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a distinguished member of the
Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, came and went
boldly to Pilate and asked for body of Jesus. Pilate was surprised that Jesus
was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already
died. When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to
Joseph. So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in
the linen cloth, and laid Him in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone
against the entrance of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of
Joses saw where he was laid.
When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and
Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. Very early on the first day of the week,
just after sunrise, they came to the tomb and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from
the entrance of the tomb?”
But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. Upon
entering the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were
utterly amazed.
He said to them: “Don’t be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has
risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him. But go and tell His disciples and Peter, ‘He is
going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see Him, just as He told you.’” Trembling and bewildered,
the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.

THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN
Christ is Risen is the witness of the Church to the world. The discovery of the empty tomb by the Myrrhbearing Women was the first sign of the Resurrection. These women were present when Joseph of Arimathea
placed the lifeless body of Jesus in the grave. They watched him roll the large stone over the mouth of the
cave in which Jesus was buried. Early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they brought spices to
anoint the body of Jesus. As they approached the grave, it occurred to them that the large stone would
have to be rolled back if they wanted to enter the grave. As they were discussing this, they came to the
grave and saw the stone rolled back. They entered the tomb and found an Angel seated there. They were
afraid, but the Angel said to them, “Do not be frightened. I know you are looking for Jesus the Crucified,
but He is not here. He has been raised, exactly as He promised. Come and see the place where He was
laid. Then go quickly and tell His Disciples.” (Mt. 28: 5-6)
Our Church remembers these holy women on the second Sunday after Easter. The Icon of the Myrrhbearing Women witnesses the Resurrection of Christ as it follows the Gospel account. The cave represents
the burial place, originally belonging to Joseph of Arimathea. Now there only remains the empty sepulchre
and linen cloth. The faithful women stand by it as the Angel of the Lord tells them, “He has been raised.”
(continued on next page)
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THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN
(continued from previous page)

Unlike Lazarus, who was called from his grave when the stone was rolled back, Christ was not called forth
from His tomb. The Angel moved the stone to show that He was no longer there. He has risen! The image
is sung over and over in the Resurrectional verse:
The Myrrh-bearing Women arrived just before the dawn at the tomb of the Giver of Life and found an
Angel seated on the stone who spoke these words to them: “Why do you seek the living among the dead?
Why do you mourn the Incorruptible among those subject to decay? Go, announce the good news to His
Disciples. “
The message of the Icon of the Myrrh-bearing Women touches us. Christ is not in the tomb. He is risen!

God-with-us Icon Packet

Holy Myrrh-Bearers Parish, Swarthmore, PA
1st Anniversary Luncheon/Easter Brunch
In order to celebrate our successful first year as a newly
established parish community, Holy Myrrh-Bearers Parishioners
cordially invites all of the surrounding community to our “1st
Anniversary/Easter Brunch” to be held on Sunday April 10th
at 11:30 am. in our Parish Hall located at 900 Fairview Road
in Swarthmore/Ridley Township.
We will be featuring:
Appetizer: traditional Slavic Easter-time favorites such as: Ham,
Kielbasi, Egg, Paska, Horseradish
Main course: Succulent Chicken Breast or Juicy Pork Loin with
Pasta Salad, Green Beans and Desserts.
Refreshments: Coffee, Tea, Water and Iced Tea.
Cost is only $15 for Adults; $10 children 6-12; children under
6 are Free!
In order to not disappoint anyone, reservations are being
requested. Please leave your reservation information on the
Parish Office voicemail at (610)544-1215 or reserve via email
to: HMBChurch@verizon.net
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Holy
Myrrh-Bearers
Parish,
Swarthmore, PA (Photo from
Parish Facebook Page.)

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka celebrates
15th Anniversary as Metropolitan-Archbishop

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka poses for a group photo with Bishop John Bura,
Bishop Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, priests, deacons, religious sisters and chancery staff on
March 17, 2016 at the Cathedral in Philadelphia. (Photo: Teresa Siwak)
PHILADELPHIA - On Thursday, March 17, 2016 Metropolitan Stefan celebrated his 15th Anniversary of
his installation as Metropolitan of the USA on February 27, 2001. A Moleben to the Mother of God was
celebrated at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA on March
17, 2016. Metropolitan Stefan proclaimed the Gospel and Bishop John Bura offered the homily.
During the homily, Bishop John Bura spoke about how we all have different gifts and talents. Bishop Bura did
not stress all the achievements of Metropolitan Stefan for he said it would take hours to list them all in a four
page summary; however Bishop Bura especially wanted to commend Metropolitan Stefan on his achievement
(continued on next page)
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Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka celebrates
15th Anniversary as Metropolitan-Archbishop
(continued from previous page)

on trying to make our church
known to others. Metropolitan
Stefan
participates
in
various committees with the
United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops, the Knights
of Columbus, and others.
Metropolitan Stefan tries to
put us on the map. He tries
to make a name for our
church. This has resulted in
humanitarian aid to Ukraine
from the Knights of Columbus
for example, and we are
grateful.
Bishop John Bura ended his
homily saying, “Your Grace,
today as we celebrate the
15 anniversary of installation
of Archbishop-Metropolitan,
please accept our best
wishes, prayers, gratitude
and for continued success
in your important ministry as
the spiritual father and chief
shepherd of our Philadelphia
Archeparchy. May you seek
and always receive God’s
abundant graces in all your
endeavors.
And may our
most Holy Mother of God and
Ever Virgin Mary protect and
preserve you with her heavenly
maternal mantle for many
happy and blessed years.”
At the conclusion of the
Moleben,
Father
Andriy
Rabiy offered congratulations
to Metropolitan Stefan on
behalf of the priests of the
Archeparchy of Philadelphia.

Bishop John Bura offers the homily.

At the conclusion of the Moleben.

(continued on next page)
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Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka celebrates
15th Anniversary as Metropolitan-Archbishop
(continued from previous page)

After the Moleben Service,
a luncheon was held in the
parish social hall. Bishop
Paul Chomnycky, OSBM,
offered the prayer before
the meal, and Fr. Joseph
Szupa, Chancellor, offered
a toast to Metropolitan
Stefan. During the luncheon,
Fr. Michael Hutsko offered
words of congratulations
and Metropolitan Stefan
concluded the luncheon with
a reflection.

During the Moleben

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka noted how there were two events that had a huge influence on
the person who he was called to be. The first event was at the funeral of Saint John Paul II. Metropolitan
Stefan said it was very moving to be there among bishops and political and religious leaders of the world.
Metropolitan Stefan described how during the funeral, the wind was flipping the pages of the Gospel book
on the coffin and then suddenly the Gospel book slammed closed. Metropolitan Stefan slapped his hands
together during his speech to imitate the slamming of the Gospel book closing. Metropolitan Stefan said
he felt like the closing of the book meant that was the end. Metropolitan Stefan said how we are all gifted
with talents and abilities and there is a matter of time to use those gifts and talents; and how do we use
and maximize that time we are given. All of us are called and life is short.
The second event that had a huge influence on the person Metropolitan Stefan was called to be was meeting
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, Mother Teresa. Mother Teresa will be canonized a saint on September 4, 2016.
Metropolitan Stefan explained how he met her (in 1985) at the ordination Father Brian Kolodiejchuk for
the Missionaries of Charity Congregation, a society founded by Mother Teresa of Calcutta. Metropolitan
Stefan said Mother Teresa stood next to him and she said, “Watch out, Father.”
Metropolitan Stefan said to Mother Teresa, “Watch out what, Mother.” Mother
Teresa said again, “Watch out, Father.” Metropolitan Stefan said again,
“Watch out what, Mother.” Finally Mother Teresa said, “They’re going to get
your heart here.” Metropolitan said he thought of what his heart was saying,
and how he realized it was learning the meaning of the joy of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.
Metropolitan said, “The Lord has His plans for each of us and it is important
to realize the time given to us to express our giftedness is limited. As we get
older we have less opportunity to express that. We ought not to take it for
granted and we ought to be fully giving of our giftedness. And above all,
in the joy that Mother Teresa shared with him, of the Gospel and the joyful
ministry of Our Lord and invite others to come to know Jesus is our personal
savior.”
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Metropolitan Stefan
during the reception.

First Confession around the Archeparchy

St Johns in Northampton – held the 1st Confession on Saturday-March 19, 2016
We had 9 students make their 1st Confession this year! It was a terrific year.
Pictured with Father David Clooney are: Gabrielle Hochmiller, Donato Brigidi, Christian Trinkley, Elizabeth
Schock, Matthew Barbieri, Ava Kalischenko, Aesun Bowers, Karly Hirsch, and Alexander Neagle.

The Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family Celebrated First Confession
Six of our parish children made their first confession on Lazarus Saturday, March 19, 2016. Congratulations
to (front row l-r) Sophia Melnyk, Larysa Kohut, Mackenzie Craig, Carolina Keda-Andriyenko, Kalyna Mazal,
and Anna Fulmer. God Grant Them Many Happy Years. (second row l-r) Altar server Melania Kolcio, Fr.
Wasyl Kharuk, Fr. Robert Hitchens, and altar server Christina Curtis.
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‘CONFRONT THE DEFICIT’ CAMPAIGN PROGRESSES WITH
GENEROUS DONORS
We are grateful to the many who have already generously and quickly responded to our appeal to
assist in confronting the deficit.
Our Cathedral Rectory offices have relocated into the former convent building. The former Cathedral
Rectory building has received needed cosmetic work inside to prepare the space for rental use. Plans are
underway for the installation of an elevator between the
school and convent buildings, so that one elevator may
Donations received
serve both buildings, providing easier access. Two large
March 1 - 31, 2016
containers of accumulated and unneeded items have
been removed, allowing for more accurate planning for
Gift Amount
storage needs. Telephone and internet access is also
being planned in addition to central air conditioning $1 - 49
for the relocated Cathedral rectory building. Work Anonymous
is progressing well. Staff of the Chancery and of the Paul & Antoinette Ridilla
Cathedral has been very cooperative and helpful in Amelia Balandovich
Paul & Mary Richelmi
the process.
Theodore & Patricia Palko
Your generous financial support is needed so that we
may successfully proceed with the needed work and
relocation of our Chancery, thereby allowing for the
rental of the existing Chancery and former Cathedral
office buildings. This will generate income needed to
ensure our ability to meet the financial needs of our
archeparchy without placing additional burdens on the
parishes. Your timely and generous help will ensure
the success of this challenging and monumental move.
Our heartfelt gratitude to all who have so generously
donated for our ‘Confront the Deficit’ campaign. You
are remembered in a special way in our prayers. God
bless you generously in ways only He can!
To donate make checks payable to: Ukrainian Catholic
Archeparchy of Philadelphia
827 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123
To donate on the web using PayPal, please visit our
website and select the option to support the
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia
http://www.ukrarcheparchy.us/index.
php?categoryid=105
Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by
law.
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Donna I. Pankulics
Katria Czerwoniak

$100 - 199

John S. Vasko
Stephen & Sharon Nachesty
Alexandra Stasiuk
Eugene & Danuta Sawicky
Anonymous

$200 - 499

Michael & Carol Ann Nunno
Evelyn Trently

$500 - 999

Rev. Deacon Paul & Anna Makar
Very Rev. Archimandrite Joseph Lee
Christina & Theodosia Hewko
Carol Rutkowski-Rogers
Gerald Peklak
Catherine P. Peklak
Mary Ann Pupchock
Yuri Deychakiwsky & Irena Mostovych
Ss. Peter & Paul U. C. Church - Plymouth, PA
St. Stephen U. C. Church - Toms River, NJ
Presentation of Our Lord U. C. Church - Lansdale, PA
St. Anne Ukrainian Catholic Church - Warrington, PA
Assumption of the BVM U. C. Church - Perth Amboy, NJ

$1000 - 4999

Ss. Peter & Paul U. C. Church - Simpson, PA
Ss. Peter & Paul U. C. Church - Jersey City, NJ

“Vacation with God:
Embroidery for Jesus Christ”

Sviachene to be held in Scranton

What: Summer Camp for Children Age 8-13
When: August 15 – 19, 2016 (8:30 AM – 3:30
PM)
Where: Basilian Spirituality Center, 710 Fox
Chase Road, Fox Chase Manor, PA 19046
Sponsored by: The Sisters of the Order of
Saint Basil the Great in cooperation with the
Saint Sophia Religious Association of Ukrainian
Catholics, Inc.
The camp seeks to pass on both aspects of
Ukrainian spirituality and cultural tradition.
During this “year of mercy” the children will
weave into their design the aspects of mercy
– love, forgiveness, compassion, sacrifice and
justice. The day includes catechesis, songs,
crafts, embroidery and fun.
For more information contact 215.379.3998

The annual Easter Dinner “Sviachene”- sponsored by
St. Vladimir Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Church will be take
place at the parish center,
428 North Seventh Avenue,
Scranton on Sunday, April 10,
2016, beginning at 12:30pm. Dinner will consist
of holubchy, mashed potatoes, vegetable, rolls,
dessert and beverages. Advance takeouts and
table reservations only - no tickets sold at the
door. Takeouts available from 11:30am to 12
noon.
Drawing for door prizes and a theme basket raffle
will be conducted. Tickets: $13.00 adults; $6.00
children age 6-12; age 5 and under free. For
reservations contact Dorothy at 570 346-4164.
No reservations will be accepted after Monday,
April 4.

Women as Caregivers:
Spiritual, Pastoral and Practical Matters
Sponsored by:
The Ukrainian
Catholic
Archeparchy of
Philadelphia
The Sisters of
the Order of
Saint Basil the
Great
The Sisters
Servants of
Mary
Immaculate

St. Mary’s Villa - Sloatsburg, NY
April 17, 2016

The Missionary
Sisters of the
Mother of God

St. Mary’s Chapel has been inaugurated as a “Holy Door” of Mercy
during this Jubilee Year. In celebrating this Jubilee Year of Mercy,
the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate invite all the faithful to come
and pray with us on a monthly basis during the year, and at any time
you feel the need to come and pray on your own.

at the
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC NATIONAL SHRINE OF
THE HOLY FAMILY
4250 Harewood Road, Northeast
Washington, D. C.
OR

SUNDAY, APRIL 24, 2016

at
ST. VLADIMIR UKRAINIAN GREEK CATHOLIC
CHURCH
430 North Seventh Avenue
Scranton, Pennsylvania

St. John, Protector of the Theotokos and
Patron of Caregivers

In his Letter to the Galatians, St. Paul teaches us “… not (to) grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give
up.” Come join the women of the Archeparchy as our speakers address, within the framework of Sacred Scripture and the
tenets of Eastern Christian Spirituality, the pastoral and practical aspects of caring for family members with special needs
AND offer suggestions for caregivers on how to care for themselves spiritually, pastorally and practically.

Our Day begins with Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. at both locations followed by Luncheon and
Program.

Our next day of communal prayer will be on Sunday, April
17th. In order to receive the plenary indulgence, the
Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available at 1 pm in
English and Ukrainian by V. Rev. Archpriest Canon Edward
Young and Rt. Rev. Mitred Msgr. John Terlecky, followed by
the celebration of the Divine Liturgy at 2 pm. All are welcome
to come pray for the graces and blessings needed.

REGISTRATION

Suggested
Donation:

I will attend Women’s Day on  MARCH 6 in Washington (Registration Deadline: February 20)
I will attend Women’s Day on  APRIL 24 in Scranton (Registration Deadline: April 10)

$10 to Cover the
Cost of Lunch

____________________________________________________________________________

Please Make
Checks Payable to:

Ukrainian
Catholic
Archeparchy of
Philadelphia

The address is 150 Sisters Servants Lane, Sloatsburg, NY 10974.
If you have any questions, please call Sr. Kathleen at 845-753-2840
or e-mail to srkath25@gmail.com
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SUNDAY, MARCH 6, 2016

Name

____________________________________________________________________________
Address

____________________________________________________________________________
City

State

Email

Phone

____________________________________________________________________________
Parish

PLEASE MAIL REGISTRATION TO:
Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM
710 Fox Chase Road, Fox Chase Manor, Pennsylvania 19046
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ZIP

____________________________________________________________________________

2016 LEAGUE OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS LENTEN RETREAT
“MERCIFUL LIKE THE FATHER”

The week end of March 11 – 13, 2016 found a group of faithful from various parishes of the Archeparchy
of Philadelphia and the Stamford Eparchy gathered at St. Mary’s Villa for a time of prayer and reflection.
As the sun set over the Villa, the retreatants gathered in the Chapel for what would be the beginning of a
peaceful, prayerful and soul searching experience, a time away from the everyday routine.
Archpriest Rev. Daniel Troyan was introduced by Sr. Olga Farina,
OSBM, National Religious Director of the League of Ukrainian
Catholics. Fr. Dan outlined his objective for the week end in
providing an understanding of God’s Mercy. He defined mercy
and it’s relation for each of us to God in our lives. Mercy is the
foundation of His covenant with us. In our humanness we lack
power and control and in our prayer we go to God to ask and
seek His mercy. Without mercy our perception of life, of God, is
skewed. Mercy is linked to love and compassion which we need to
show to each other. The evening ended with the group praying the
Akathist to the Mother of God.
Fr. Dan

The days continued with the discussion on where we find mercy, how
we accept God’s mercy and when we seek and pray for mercy, especially in the Divine Liturgy. The Liturgy
of St. Basil the Great was reviewed which provided the text so that in the reading of the Anaphora, we see
more clearly how we pray for mercy and how often.
(continued on next page)
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2016 LEAGUE OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS LENTEN RETREAT
“MERCIFUL LIKE THE FATHER”
(continued from previous page)

We were graced with a visit from Emeritus, Bishop Basil Losten, who joined us for Liturgy and lunch. The
weather allowed the group to gather outdoors to pray the Stations of the Cross. The retreatants had ample
time to spend in quiet reflection as well as time for confession.
Concluding the week end, Fr. Dan
led the group in the renewal of their
Baptismal vows before the morning
Liturgy. The group gathered in the
gallery outside the “Holy Door” of
St. Mary’s Villa. Each recited their
vows, blessed with holy water and
accepted their lighted candles. Before
entering the chapel through the “Holy
Door”, the required prayers for the
Holy Father were recited so that upon
entering the chapel and participating
in the Eucharist, all could receive the
plenary indulgence and graces of their
participation.
As each departed for home, they
left peaceful and spiritually uplifted,
anticipating the next retreat.

Stations of the Cross

We are grateful to the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate for providing the spiritual venue where we can
come and refresh ourselves, especially at this time, where we have the opportunity to participate in the
celebration of the Year of Mercy and cross the threshold of the Holy Door of Mercy.
Comments from participants:
Thank you for making this retreat another life changing weekend for me! Looking forward to 2017 already!
Seeing the entire group of such beautiful spirited people was truly a blessing. The hospitality and fellowship
melted our hearts once again. A special thank you to the Sisters for their generous hospitality and to Fr.
Dan for a wonderful conference and for his spiritual guidance!... (MB)
Thank you for organizing such a helpful, peaceful and much-needed weekend… (AB)
Thank you for the time spent organizing a wonderful retreat. It was very meaningful time for all of us
from St. John’s. We learned a lot, loved the prayer services and bonded with each other in a special
way….(AN)
Thank you to everyone who participated in the weekend for your kindness and support. My soul is very
appreciative. Enjoyed spending time with all…. (KM)
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Representatives from Northampton, PA attend Lenten Retreat
Six Religious Education Teachers from St John’s
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Northampton PA
attended the retreat in Sloatsburg NY at Sisters
Servants of Mary Immaculate (SSMI) on March 1113, 2016 (Andrea Neagle, Lisa Madeira, Paulette
Yonosh, Kim Matto, Michelle Barbieri, Marcia
Vincler from St John’s in Northampton and Amy
Bolesky from St Peter’s in Elizabethtown PA)
Meeting the LUC Leaders Marion Hrubec, Helen
Fedoriw, Yanka Everett and the entire group of
such beautiful spirited people was truly a blessing.
Their hospitality and fellowship melted our hearts
once again! Thank you for making us all feel so
welcome! A special thank you to the Sisters at
SSMI for their generous hospitality and to Father
Dan Troyan from Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church in West Easton PA for a wonderful conference
and for his spiritual guidance!
The weekend was filled with conferences, liturgies and time for reflection. It included the Stations of the
Cross outside on a beautiful Saturday and a video called the Kiss of Christ-Mystery of Repentance. There
was an anointing service for healing and a service where participants renewed their baptismal vows. There
was time for confessions with Father Dan.
Since we are celebrating the Year of Mercy, SSMI was blessed with Holy Doors. The Holy Door becomes
a Door of Mercy through which anyone who enters will experience the love of God who consoles, pardons
and instils hope. We were honored to be part of the pilgrimage and journey of walking closer with God
and discovering a moment of grace and spiritual renewal. The doors are symbols of God’s Mercy – open
to welcome everyone into the compassion of God’s love.

Provincial Chapter to be held June, 2016
The Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate, of the Immaculate Conception
Province, have begun preparations for their
Provincial Chapter, which will take place
from June 20-24 at St. Mary’s Villa in
Sloatsburg, NY. The purpose of the Chapter
is three-fold: to elect a Provincial Superior
and Councilors for a five-year term; to discuss important matters of the Province; and
to review directives of the Province.
The present Provincial Council is: Sr.
Kathleen Hutsko, Provincial Superior; Sr.
Stephanie Sema, Assistant Provincial Superior; and Councilors Sr. Thomas Hrynewich,
Sr. Natalya Stoczanyn and Sr. Eliane Ilnitski. The Sisters Servants invite all clergy, religious and faithful to
join them in prayer as we prepare for and participate in this Provincial Chapter.
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Come and see the
Easter Display at the
Treasury of Faith
Museum
Courtesy of the Ukrainian National
Women’s League of America, Inc.
Branch 88, Philadelphia Regional
Council
TREASURY OF FAITH MUSEUM
810 North Franklin Street
Philadelphia, PA 19123
(215) 627-3389
Schedule
Saturday, April 30th - 1 to 2pm.
Sunday, May 1st - after
each Liturgy.

(continued on next page)
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Washington’s Ukrainian Catholic Community Greets
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko
Washington – Ukrainian Americans from the US Capital region gathered at the Holodomor Memorial
on Thursday, March 31, 2016 as Ukrainian President Poroshenko made his first visit to the monument since
its unveiling in November 2015. President Poroshenko is in the United States on the invitation of the U.S.
President Barack Obama. President Poroshenko will participate in the Nuclear Security Summit slated for
March 31-April 1.

Holy
Family
parishioner
and Holodomor Memorial
designer, Larysa Kurylas,
meets President Poroshenko.

Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family
clergy join the community in greeting the Ukrainian
President. Pictured (center l-r) are Ambassador Valeriy
Chaly, Fr. Robert Hitchens, Fr. Wasyl Kharuk, Bishop John
Bura, and President Petro Poroshenko with children.

President Poroshenko shakes hands
with Holy Family parishioner, Peter
Kolcio, after his sister, Melania Kolcio
welcomed the President.
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Bishop John Bura greets
President Poroshenko.
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Meeting between Presidents Poroshenko and Obama:
Ukraine and USA to develop strategic partnership
01 April 2016
In the course of the Nuclear Security Summit in Washington,
President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko had a meeting with U.S.
President Barack Obama.
The Heads of State discussed the situation in Donbas and Crimea.
They also coordinated efforts aimed at full implementation of the
Minsk agreements by Russia.
The two Presidents discussed the development of strategic
partnership between Ukraine and USA.
Particular attention was paid to the necessity of prompt formation
of reform-oriented coalition and government in Ukraine.
President Obama confirmed willingness to provide the third
tranche of loan guarantees in the amount of USD 1 billion upon
completion of the formation of a new government in Ukraine.
http://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/ukrayina-ta-ssha-rozvinutstrategichne-partnerstvo-zustrich-36934

Photo: President Petro Poroshenko laid flowers to Holodomor Memorial in Washington.
http://www.president.gov.ua/en/photos/robochij-vizit-prezidenta-ukrayini-do-ssha-452
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President visits Holodomor Memorial: Memory of Holodomor
unites the whole civilized world and makes us stronger
31 March 2016
President Petro Poroshenko laid flowers to
Holodomor Memorial in Washington and had
a conversation with Ukrainian community in the
course of his working visit to the United States.
The Head of State expressed gratitude to everyone
who has been telling the truth about the dreadful
crime of the Kremlin authorities for decades and
everyone involved in the implementation of the
unique Ukrainian-American project - Memorial.
“The memory of Holodomor unites the whole
civilized world and makes us stronger,” Petro Poroshenko emphasized.
This Memorial proves that crimes against Ukrainians are recognized genocide and will remain forever in
our hearts, as stated by the President. “We will never forgive the Kremlin for killing millions of Ukrainian
patriots. We will restore justice and the perpetrators of this crime will have a deserved punishment in the
memory of not only Ukrainians, but also the entire world,” Petro Poroshenko stressed.
The President underlined the importance of preserving memory of Holodomor for the future generations of
Ukrainians. “Global attitude to Holodomor has changed in recent years,” the President said and expressed
gratitude to Minister of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania Linas Linkevicius who came to honor memory of the
Holodomor victims together with the Ukrainian delegation.
The President emphasized that Ukrainians paid a huge price defending freedom, democracy and values on
which the entire civilized world is based.
Petro Poroshenko noted that all crimes of the Kremlin authorities in the occupied Crimea and Donbas, as
well as those committed against Ukrainian patriots like Nadiya Savchenko and Oleg Sentsov would be
inevitably punished.
Ukraine is grateful to the U.S. and the whole civilized world for supporting its struggle for restoration of
justice and the rule of law, as stated by Petro Poroshenko. The President also thanked Ukrainians in the
United States for their love and care for Ukraine.
According to the President, he could not visit Washington on November 7, 2015, when the solemn opening
of the Memorial took place, because of the situation in Ukraine. However, the ceremony was attended by
his wife Maryna Poroshenko who conveyed a video address from the President. The Memorial is located
almost in the center of Washington, thus, many people can pay tribute to the innocent Ukrainians fallen in
the course of the artificial famine in Ukraine.
http://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/pamyat-pro-golodomor-obyednuye-ves-civilizovanij-svit-i-robi36929
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Apostolic Nuncio to Ukraine celebrates Easter
in war-torn Donetsk
28 March 2016
The Vatican envoy to Ukraine Archbishop Claudio
Gugerotti on Easter Sunday held services in the
war-torn Donetsk (city in the eastern part of Ukraine
occupied by the pro-Russian militants), bringing a
message of support from Pope Francis. He stayed in
the city from the Holy Friday until Easter Sunday.
Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti was on a “mission
of reconciliation” to the region which has been torn
apart by almost two years of conflict between proRussian rebels and government forces, Auxiliary
Bishop Jan Sobilo said.
Archbishop Claudio came to Donetsk on a special request of Pope Francis. The Pontiff asked his envoy “to
pass on a message that he is concerned and is praying and thinking how to help the people here,” the
bishop of Kharkiv-Zaporizhia in eastern Ukraine, who accompanied Gugerotti, told AFP.
The Papal Nuncio was on his first visit to the eastern section of the former Soviet state since the insurgency
erupted in April 2014 following the ouster of a pro-Russian regime in Kiev and Moscow’s subsequent
annexation of Crimea..
Around 100 Catholics gathered for the Easter morning Mass in Donetsk’s only Catholic church, named after
Saint Joseph. 40 people stayed for the night vigil. The Papal Nuncio was able to speak with people. He
also visited the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Cathedral in Donetsk. Bishop Stepan Maniok had been forced
to leave the city.
http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/catholics/apostolic_nunciatura/62929/

IN HIS URBI ET ORBI” MESSAGE POPE FRANCIS
MENTIONS UKRAINE
27 March 2016
“May the Lord of life also accompany efforts to attain a definitive solution to the war in Ukraine, inspiring
and sustaining initiatives of humanitarian aid, including the liberation of those who are detained”, said the
Holy Father in today’s “Orbi et Orbi message”.
Message of His Holiness Pope Francis
Urbi et Orbi
Easter Sunday, 27 March 2016
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IN HIS URBI ET ORBI” MESSAGE POPE FRANCIS
MENTIONS UKRAINE
(continued from previous page)

“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
for his mercy endures for ever” (Ps 135:1)
Dear Brothers and Sisters, Happy Easter!
Jesus Christ, the incarnation of God’s mercy, out of love for us, died on the cross, and out of love he rose
again from the dead. That is why we proclaim today: Jesus is Lord!
His resurrection fulfils the prophecy of the Psalm: God’s mercy endures for ever; it never dies. We can trust
him completely, and we thank him because for our sake he descended into the depths of the abyss.
Before the spiritual and moral abysses of mankind, before the chasms that open up in hearts and provoke
hatred and death, only an infinite mercy can bring us salvation. Only God can fill those chasms with his
love, prevent us from falling into them and help us to continue our journey together towards the land of
freedom and life.
The glorious Easter message, that Jesus, who was crucified is not here but risen (cf. Mt 28:5-6), offers us
the comforting assurance that the abyss of death has been bridged and, with it, all mourning, lamentation
and pain (cf. Rev 21:4). The Lord, who suffered abandonment by his disciples, the burden of an unjust
condemnation and shame of an ignominious death, now makes us sharers of his immortal life and enables
us to see with his eyes of love and compassion those who hunger and thirst, strangers and prisoners, the
marginalized and the outcast, the victims of oppression and violence. Our world is full of persons suffering
in body and spirit, even as the daily news is full of stories of brutal crimes which often take place within
homes, and large-scale armed conflicts which cause indescribable suffering to entire peoples.
The risen Christ points out paths of hope to beloved Syria, a country torn by a lengthy conflict, with its
sad wake of destruction, death, contempt for humanitarian law and the breakdown of civil concord. To
the power of the risen Lord we entrust the talks now in course, that good will and the cooperation of all
will bear fruit in peace and initiate the building of a fraternal society respectful of the dignity and rights of
each citizen. May the message of life, proclaimed by the Angel beside the overturned stone of the tomb,
overcome hardened hearts and promote a fruitful encounter of peoples and cultures in other areas of the
Mediterranean and the Middle East, particularly in Iraq, Yemen and Libya. May the image of the new man,
shining on the face of Christ, favour concord between Israelis and Palestinians in the Holy Land, as well
as patience, openness and daily commitment to laying the foundations of a just and lasting peace through
direct and sincere negotiations. May the Lord of life also accompany efforts to attain a definitive solution
to the war in Ukraine, inspiring and sustaining initiatives of humanitarian aid, including the liberation of
those who are detained.
The Lord Jesus, our peace (Eph 2:14), by his resurrection triumphed over evil and sin. May he draw us
closer on this Easter feast to the victims of terrorism, that blind and brutal form of violence which continues
to shed blood in different parts of the world, as in the recent attacks in Belgium, Turkey, Nigeria, Chad,
Cameroon, and Côte d’Ivoire. May he water the seeds of hope and prospects for peace in Africa; I think
in particular of Burundi, Mozambique, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and South Sudan, marked
by political and social tensions.
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IN HIS URBI ET ORBI” MESSAGE POPE FRANCIS
MENTIONS UKRAINE
(continued from previous page)

With the weapons of love, God has defeated selfishness and death. His son Jesus is the door of mercy
wide open to all. May his Easter message be felt ever more powerfully by the beloved people of Venezuela
in the difficult conditions which they are experiencing, and by those responsible for the country’s future, that
everyone may work for the common good, seeking spaces of dialogue and cooperation with all. May
efforts be made everywhere to promote the culture of counter, justice and reciprocal respect, which alone
can guarantee the spiritual and material welfare of all people.
The Easter message of the risen Christ, a message of life for all humanity, echoes down the ages and invites
us not to forget those men and women seeking a better future, an ever more numerous throng of migrants
and refugees – including many children – fleeing from war, hunger, poverty and social injustice. All too
often, these brothers and sisters of ours meet along the way with death or, in any event, rejection by those
who could offer them welcome and assistance. May the forthcoming World Humanitarian Summit not fail
to be centred on the human person and his or her dignity, and to come up with policies capable of assisting
and protecting the victims of conflicts and other emergencies, especially those who are most vulnerable and
all those persecuted for ethnic and religious reasons.
On this glorious day, “let the earth rejoice, in shining splendour” (cf. Easter Proclamation), even though it is
so often mistreated and greedily exploited, resulting in an alteration of natural equilibria. I think especially
of those areas affected by climate change, which not infrequently causes drought or violent flooding, which
then lead to food crises in different parts of the world.
Along with our brothers and sisters persecuted for their faith and their fidelity to the name of Christ, and
before the evil that seems to have the upper hand in the life of so many people, let us hear once again the
comforting words of the Lord: “Take courage; I have conquered the world! (Jn 16:33). Today is the radiant
day of this victory, for Christ has trampled death and destruction underfoot. By his resurrection he has
brought life and immortality to light (cf. 2 Tim 1:10). “He has made us pass from enslavement to freedom,
from sadness to joy, from mourning to jubilation, from darkness to light, from slavery to redemption.
Therefore let us acclaim in his presence: Alleluia!” (Melito of Sardis, Easter Homily).
To those in our society who have lost all hope and joy in life, to the elderly who struggle alone and feel
their strength waning, to young people who seem to have no future, to all I once more address the words
of the Risen One: “See, I am making all things new… To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring
of the water of life” (Rev 21:5-6). May this comforting message of Jesus help each of us to set out anew
with greater courage to blaze trails of reconciliation with God and with all our brothers and sisters.
http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/catholics/vatikan/62921
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Most Rev Borys Gudziak statement on the terrorist attacks in
Brussels, 22 March 2016
On Holy Tuesday in
Brussels evil showed its
horrid face through a
cowardly attack on the
innocent. By assailing
Europeans and assaulting
hospitable and open
Europe terrorists seek to
push the continent into
throes of fear. Why?
Because fear is a great
manipulator, a wicked
tool of control. Brussels is
the nerve center for united
Europe whose countries
witnessed the horrors of
the World War II and
decided to eliminate war
between neighbors: to
rid themselves of fear
of the other, to open
hearts and demilitarize
borders. This openness
is a great grace and gift
of Europe to the world.
And as every openness,
it can be exploited as
a vulnerability by those
blind to the grace of
peace.
As in November of last
year we are united in
mourning.
Our first reaction is
deep sorrow at the
death of the victims and
sincere spiritual solidarity
with their families and
friends.

the bereaved and heal
the injured. May His
Passion commemorated
by Christian Europe this
week be a sign of His
full immersion into the
suffering of humanity and
of His boundless mercy.
Brussels, the European
capital, Belgium and the
whole continent whose
culture of openness,
welcome, solidarity, and
tolerance flow from the
font of Christ’s Gospel
have
been
brutally
flogged in the days of
the Lord’s suffering.
Terrorism seeks to kill and
kills so as to terrorize.
It strikes arbitrarily at
innocent
individuals
seeking to condemn us
all to the dungeons of
fear. We fail with human
reason to understand and
accept such tragedy. At
the same time embracing
each other as we rely on
the Lord, who with His
death conquered death,
we resolve to resist and
vanquish this onslaught
on our most fundamental
values and the core of
our European identity –
the sacredness of human
life itself.

We
will
not
May the Lord receive into suppressed!
His peace the innocents
who have been ruthlessly We will not hate!
slain. May He comfort
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We will foster the identity
of our culture and
continent knowing that
what we cherish most is
comes at great cost.
The cross of the victims
and their families is a
cross that we are asked
to carry with them. And
carry it we will – with
unwavering faith in the
Resurrection and the
life that it bears. Jesus
repeated so often: “Do
not fear”! Let our prayer
embrace the victims and
their families. Let our
European resolve bolster
the posture of leaders
that bear responsibility
in this time of crisis. Let
us name our fear and
boldly put it in its place.
The bounty of the Lord
and our solidarity is
greater than violence,
hatred, and fear.

will be wise as serpents
and innocent as doves
(Mt. 10:16).
We will embrace the
wisdom of the cross
and the scandal of the
crucifixion – the ultimate
victory over violence, sin,
and every death
Christ is risen! May those
who suffer rise in Him. In
our suffering let us lift up
our hearts to the Lord.
+Borys

Most Rev Borys Gudziak,
Ukrainian
Greek
Catholic Bishop of Saint
Volodymyr the Great
of Paris for Ukrainians
in France, The Benelux
Countries
(Belgium,
Luxembourg,The
Netherlands)
&
Switzerland and the
Head of the External the
be We will work for justice Department of External
and we will be carriers of Relations of the Ukrainian
peace. In this according Greek Catholic Church
to our Lords injunction we
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RELICS FROM THE TRUE LIFE-GIVING CROSS OF CHRIST PLACED
FOR VENERATION AT THE PATRIARCHAL SOBOR IN KYIV
On April 2, 2016 relics from the Life-Giving Cross of Our Lord are to be placed for veneration at the
Patriarchal Sobor of the Resurrection of the Lord in Kyiv.
Father Nikanor Loyik, a Studite and Administrator of the Patriarchal Sobor of the Resurrection of the
Lord reported that these extraordinary priceless rel;ics are scheduled to be placed for veneration on
the Third Sunday of the Great Fast, which is called Sunday of the Veneration of the Holy Cross.
In the evening at 6:00 p.m. during Vespers, the priests are to ceremoniously carry the relics from the
wooden Cross of Christ to the center of the Cathedral and bless the faithful with them. Afterwards all
who desire would be able to approach the wooden relics form the Cross.
According to the priests who serve at the Patriarchal Sobor, this event is of exceptional importance
for the city of Kyiv, for indeed the Life-Giving Cross upon which Jesus Christ had offered His life for
every person, will be accessible to all citizens of Kyiv, visitors to the capital city and to all who wish to
physically touch the relic. All who desire will also have the unique (exceptional) opportunity to offer
before this unique relic their prayers and intentions to God.
Press-Release of the Archeparchy of Kyiv Unofficial translation “The Way”
http://news.ugcc.ua/announces/u_patr%D1%96arshomu_sobor%D1%96_vistavlyat_chastinku_
dereva_zhivotvornogo_hresta_gospodnogo_76316.html
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