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Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka Opens 
the Holy Doors of the 
Cathedral during “Year of 
Mercy” in Philadelphia

Philadelphia, PA - On Sunday, 
February 28, 2016, a special 10am 
Divine Liturgy was celebrated at the 
Golden Domed Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception, Philadelphia, PA 
during the Jubilee Year of Mercy 
inaugurated by His Holiness Pope 
Francis.  Metropolitan-Archbishop 

Stefan Soroka was the main celebrant and homilist 
during the Divine Liturgy.  Other celebrants included: 
Very Rev. Joseph Szupa, Rev. Walter Pasicznyk, Rev. 
Roman Sverdan, Rev. D. George Worshak, Rev. 
John Fields, Deacon Michael Waak, and Subdeacon 
Roman Oprysk.

Immediately before the Little Entrance during the 
Divine Liturgy, Very Rev. Joseph Szupa, Cathedral 
Rector, explained to the faithful that it was a special 
Sunday in the Archeparchy of Philadelphia because 
it was the official opening of the Jubilee Year of 
Mercy.   Father Szupa said the central doors will 
be consistently opened throughout the year as 
it is requested by Pope Francis until the middle 
of December this year.  Father Szupa said those 
central doors, those Holy Doors, will be opened 
to be a “symbol of God’s ever present mercy and 
forgiveness.”

(continued on next page)

Metropolitan Stefan opens the Holy Doors
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(continued from previous page)

Father Szupa led the faithful in reading points 13 
and 14 in “The Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary 
Jubilee of Mercy” written by Pope Francis.  The 
recitation ended with the quote, “By crossing the 
threshold of the Holy Door, we will find the strength 
to embrace God’s mercy and dedicate ourselves to 
being merciful with others as the Father has been 
with us.”

The Opening of the Extraordinary Jubilee Year 
of Mercy began with a procession with the Holy 
Gospel Book from the sanctuary to the vestibule 
during the Little Entrance as the choir chanted the 
third antiphon.
  
Metropolitan Stefan recited a prayer at the Holy 
Door surrounded by the faithful in the vestibule of 
the Cathedral.  Metropolitan Stefan opened the 
Holy Doors chanting Psalm 118:19,20.  Metropolitan 
Stefan exclaimed, “O Almighty Lord and God: open 
the gates of Your justice so that we may enter and 
give You thanks; as this is the Lord’s Gate!  Let us 
enter through it and obtain mercy and forgiveness!”

Metropolitan Stefan passed through the Holy Doors 
along with the Clergy and blessed Holy Water 
that was prepared on a table in the back of the 
Cathedral.  The faithful then passed through the 
Holy Doors as Metropolitan Stefan sprinkled Holy 
Water on the Church and the Faithful.  Father Szupa 
explained earlier that the sprinkling of Holy Water is 

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka Opens the Holy Doors 
of the Cathedral during “Year of Mercy” in Philadelphia

(continued on next page)
Procession with the Holy Gospel Book

Father Szupa explains that the Holy Doors will be 
open during the Year of Mercy.

Faithful gather in the vestibule of the Cathedral.
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a sign of God’s Blessing and Mercy.

Gathered at the tetrapod, Metropolitan Stefan led 
the faithful in praying the Prayer of Pope Francis 
for the Year of Mercy in both Ukrainian and English 
languages.  At this time, the Liturgy continued as 
usual.  Since this was the Sunday of the Veneration 
of the Holy Cross, the third Sunday of Lent, 
Metropolitan Stefan venerated a cross decorated 
with carnations.

During his homily, Metropolitan Stefan said, “Today 
and every time you and I enter the doors of the 
Cathedral, we enter as people who need mercy and 
strength.”  Metropolitan Stefan said, “Celebrate the 
year of mercy throughout the year with Pope Francis 
and the whole church.  Choose to live with greater 
humility with others.  Choose to be extra kind and 
forgiving of others.”  Metropolitan Stefan ended his 
homily saying, “Let’s leave the Cathedral today and 
always as people of hope, people who give joyful 
witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

At the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy after venerating 
the cross on the tetrapod, Very Rev. Joseph Szupa 
congratulated Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka on his 15 Anniversary as being installed as 
our Metropolitan for the Archeparchy of Philadelphia, 
and the faithful sang Mnohaya Lita to Metropolitan 
Stefan.

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka Opens the Holy Doors 
of the Cathedral during “Year of Mercy” in Philadelphia

(continued from previous page)

Blessing Holy Water Metropolitan Stefan blesses the Faithful

Metropolitan Stefan enters via the Holy Doors

Watch Videos from the Divine Liturgy 
on our YouTube Channel https://

www.youtube.com/user/thewayukrainian

See pictures on our “Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia” Facebook Page. 

Photos by Teresa Siwak and Peter Bilyj
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Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka offers the Homily for the 
“Jubilee Year of Mercy” on February 28, 2016 at the Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA

(continued on next page)

Слава Ісусу Христу!

Today, you and I share 
a special privilege.  You 
and I have paused in 
prayer to come to really 
appreciate a gift of God.  
Pope Francis announced 
this ‘Jubilee of Mercy’ to 
help us rediscover and to 
make fruitful the Mercy of 
God.  We are invited to 
enter a special journey.  
This journey begins with 
a spiritual conversion.  
We want to live in the 
light of the Lord’s words, 
“Be merciful, just as your 
Father is merciful” (Lk: 
36).

Together, we have 
prayed the Prayer of 
Pope Francis for the 
Year of Mercy. Pray it 
often.  There is so much 
richness in the words 
of the prayer.  There 
are so many phrases 
to meditate on.  One 
phrase especially caught 
my attention.  These are 

Jesus’ words said to 
the Samaritan woman, 
“If you knew the gift of 
God”.  

The cross on the tetrapod 
boldly speaks to you and 
to me of the extraordinary 
gift of God.  Jesus said, 
“If anyone wishes to 
come after me, he must 
deny his very self, take 
up his cross, and follow 
in my steps.  Whoever 
would save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for my sake and 
the Gospel will save it” 
(Mk 8:34, 35).  Jesus 
spoke of self-denial.  
Jesus asks us to humble 
ourselves that we may 
come to understand his 
gift on the cross for you 
and for me.

Jesus on the cross 
reveals for you and for 
me the precious gift of 
God.  It is God’s mercy 
so generously poured 
out on you and me.  

Real mercy is the giving 
or receiving forgiveness 
far beyond what could 
normally be expected.  
Look at the penitent 
thief on the cross next 
to Jesus.  He recognizes 
his own faults and the 
innocence of Jesus on 
the cross.  He simply 
asks Jesus, “Remember 
me when you come into 
kingdom” (Lk 23:42).  
The conversion of that 
penitent thief at the final 
hour happens through 
his insight about Jesus.  
The penitent thief does 
not see Jesus’ death as 
his demise, but looks 
forward to the coming of 
his kingdom.  The promise 
of paradise is generously 
out of proportion to the 
man’s simple request.  

This is also so beautifully 
revealed to us in the love 
shown by the father for 
the prodigal son.  The 

father awaits his son 
coming to his senses and 
his decision to return.  
The father shows great 
mercy and understanding 
in welcoming the return 
of his lost son.  The 
father shows the same 
great mercy for the elder 
son, who cannot find 
mercy in his heart but 
only scorn for his brother 
who has returned after 
spending his share of the 
inheritance.  He, like the 
thief on the cross who 
mocked Jesus, did not 
open their hearts and 
minds to gain insight into 
God’s will.  They could 
not show mercy and 
were unable to receive 
forgiveness and mercy.

That is the precious gift of 
God for you and for me.  
As we stand before the 
cross, we begin to gain 
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Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka offers the Homily for the 
“Jubilee Year of Mercy” on February 28, 2016 at the Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA

(continued from previous page)

a clear view of both God 
and of ourselves.  Instead 
of inflicting upon us the 
judgment we deserved 
because of our sinfulness, 
God in Christ endured it 
in our place.   This is the 
‘scandal’ or the stumbling 
block of the cross.  Our 
proud hearts often rebel 
against it.  We cannot 
bear to acknowledge 
either the seriousness of 
our sin and guilt or our 
utter indebtedness to the 
cross.  We want to make 
amends.  We don’t want 
the humiliation of seeing 
God through Christ 
bear the punishment in 
our place.   We would 
rather lose ourselves 
than humble ourselves.

Today we venerate the 
holy cross on the tetrapod 
at this half way point of 
our journey of the Great 
Fast.  The cross calls 
you and me to empty 

ourselves of clinging to 
our pride.  God in Jesus 
has revealed his mercy 
given beyond what can 
normally be expected.  
God generously bestows 
his mercy on us.  Can we 
receive it fully?  Can we 
celebrate it as generously 
with others?

Choose, my brothers 
and sisters in Christ, to 
live with greater humility 
with others.  Choose to 
be excessively kind and 
good to others, even 
those whom you do 
not necessarily favor.  
Be zealous in desiring 
to do good for others, 
especially those in need.  
Make joyful sacrifices for 
others that they may be 
lifted up in life.  Be zealous 
disciples in seeking the 
salvation of others.  You 
and I share a mission 
and desire that all come 
to know Jesus Christ and 

to be saved.  Shake off 
that which holds you 
back in expressing mercy 
to others.  Rid yourself 
of negative judgments 
and thoughts.  Give 
joyful witness to Jesus’s 
teachings.  Celebrate 
generously being merciful 
with others.

You and I walk through 
the entrance doors of this 
Cathedral always mindful 
of our being clothed in 
weaknesses.  We enter 
the Church to rekindle 
and strengthen our love 
for God.  We seek 
the Lord’s forgiveness 
for our sins.  We are 
nurtured by God’s 
Word and nourished 
by the Holy Eucharist.  
We are empowered to 
become the visible face 
of the invisible Father 
who liberally offers 
forgiveness and mercy.  
Then we leave the 

Cathedral through those 
same doors empowered 
with joyful enthusiasm to 
bring the good news to 
all.  Every time we enter 
through those doors, 
we, like the penitent 
thief, come to a deeper 
insight as to the power 
of Jesus’ kingdom.  You 
and I humble ourselves 
before God and ask 
Jesus to remember us in 
His Kingdom.  We are 
restored to the fullness 
of our being like the 
Prodigal Son.  God 
rejoices at our having 
breathed in his mercy.

The exciting gift of God 
is that our growing in 
understanding of God 
assures us of hearing the 
words of Jesus, “Truly I 
say to you, today you will 
be with me in Paradise” 
(Lk 23:43).
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ST. NICHOLAS UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, PASSAIC, NJ 

A DESIGNATED  “DOOR OF MERCY” 

BY THE ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOD IS RICH IN MERCY 
 

ALL ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN  

THE BLESSING OF THE ‘HOLY DOOR’ 

on 

LAZARUS  SATURDAY 

MARCH 19, 2016 

“ LAZARUS, COME FORTH ” 
 

 CONFESSION  2:00 pm   

MOLEBEN  4:00 pm 

BLESSING OF THE “DOOR OF MERCY”   

DIVINE  LITURGY  -  5:00 PM 

REFRESHMENTS TO FOLLOW 

 

EVERYONE IS 
WELCOME

4250 Harewood Road NE 
Washington, DC 20017 

202-526-3737
www.ucns-holyfamily.org 

Come and experience the 
Mercy of the Lord! 

Schedule for the Great Fast and Pascha 2016 
Friday March 11 
Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 7:00 p.m. Bi-lingual 
Saturday March 12 
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 10:30 a.m. Bi-lingual 
Sunday March 13 
Liturgy of St. Basil the Great – Pysanka Workshop and Bazaar 
9:00 a.m. English 11:30 a.m. Ukrainian 
Friday March 18 
Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 7:00 p.m. Bi-lingual 
Saturday March 19  Lazarus Saturday 
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom – 10:30 a.m. Bi-lingual 
Sunday March 20  Palm (Flowery) Sunday 
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom –
9:00 a.m. English 11:30 a.m. Ukrainian 
Holy Monday, March 21 
Presanctified Liturgy 7:00 p.m. 
Holy Tuesday, March 22 
Presanctified Liturgy 7:00 p.m. 
Holy Wednesday, March 23 
Presanctified Liturgy 
Anointing with the Oil of Healing (Holy Unction) 7:00 p.m. 
Holy Thursday, March 24 
Vespers and Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

Commemorating the Lord’s Supper 7:00 p.m. 
Good Friday, March 25 Feast of the Annunciation 
Matins of Our Lord’s Passion and Death 10:30 a.m. 
Vespers and Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 
Placing of the Shroud (Plaschanytsya) 7:00 p.m. 
Holy Saturday, March 26 
Vigil and Guarding of Our Lord’s Tomb 
10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Confessions 11:00 a.m. 
Blessing of Easter Baskets 12:00 noon 
Vespers and Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 
First Liturgy of Pascha-Easter Vigil 8:00 p.m. 
[Satisfies Easter Obligation] 
Followed by Blessing of Easter Baskets 
Pascha-Easter Sunday, March 27 
Matins of the Resurrection 8:00 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy of Pascha 9:00 a.m. 
Followed by Blessing of Easter Baskets 

Services Bi-lingual unless otherwise indicated 

You, O Lord, are a God 
who takes away iniquity and pardons sin, 

who does not hold your anger forever, 
but are pleased to show mercy. 

You, Lord, will return to us 
and have pity on your people. 

You will trample down our sins 
and toss them into the depths of the sea 

(Micah 7:18-19) 

Archbishop Stefan Soroka 
has designated the

Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine 
of the Holy Family 

as a sanctuary of pilgrimage for the 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy: 

All are welcome and invited to enter 
through our Door of Mercy 

and to partake of the Holy Mysteries 

CONFESSION IS AVAILABLE 30 MINUTES BEFORE 
EVERY SERVICE EXCEPT 

HOLY SATURDAY AND EASTER SUNDAY 

Year of Mercy Column, March 13: So That Mercy Can Enter
God always loves us unconditionally because mercy 
is his very nature. Said another way, because God 
is love, God is mercy.  

We almost know the words by heart because we 
have so often heard John’s story of the woman 
caught in adultery [JN 8:1-11]:

“Has no one condemned you?”

She replied, “No one, sir.”

Then Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you.

Go, and from now on do not sin any more.” 

However, Fr Simeon, a Trappist monk at St. 
Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer, MA, reminds us that 
we must “open our heart so that the mercy of God 
can enter it and have its healing and life-giving 
effect there.” 

Repenting of all our wrongdoing makes us capable 
of receiving the mercy that God is always extending 
to us.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation can “open the 
door to a new life,” Pope Francis has said, “as the 
merciful God enters our lives.” 

During this Jubilee Year of Mercy, the Pope invites 
us Catholics to renew the grace of our Baptism by 
going to Confession often and with a contrite heart: 
“The Church teaches us to confess our sins with 
humility, because only in forgiveness, received and 
given, do our restless hearts find peace and joy.”

Our prayer today: Jesus, you saved the condemned 
woman from death by stoning. Through your 
boundless mercy, save us who open our hearts to 
your life-giving love.

-Mr. Peter Yaremko
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(continued on next page)

Jubilee of Mercy Open Door Ceremony - Perth Amboy, NJ

“A time to Heal, to Help, 
to Forgive” -  Pope 
Francis
 
On Sunday February 
28, 2016, the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church of 
the Assumption of the 
BVM in Perth Amboy, 
NJ became an official 
pilgrimage site for Holy 
Year of Mercy.  This is 
one of three parishes 
in New Jersey that 
have been designated 
by Pope Francis and 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan for the clergy, 
religious, and faithful of 
our Archeparchy to visit 
during this Jubilee Year of Mercy and receive a plenary Jubilee Indulgence.

Nearly  300 people, including clergy, religious and laity participated at  the official opening of the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy at Assumption parish.  The ceremony began with a procession of the clergy from the rectory 
to the main entrance of the church.  Rev. Taras Lonchyna, pastor of St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Trenton, NJ and Dean of the NJ Deanery, along with Rev. Ivan Turyk, pastor of the Assumption parish in 
Perth Amboy, NJ  and visiting priests performed the rite of opening the two main doors of the church.  Fr. 
Taras  knocked on the Holy Door with the cross and the blessing of holy water followed, a reminder of our 
Baptism and our commitment to share God’s message of mercy and reconciliation. After the ceremony, the 
doors that were decorated by a banner and beautiful floral arrangement, were  opened and altar servers, 
priests and the congregation entered.
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(continued from previous page)

Fr. Taras Lonchyna together with 
concelebrating priests and the 
faithful (pilgrims) began to celebrate 
the “Akathist to the Divine Passion 
of Christ.”  The church was filled 
to capacity.  Confessions were 
also being heard during this time.  
At the conclusion of the Akathist 
service a very moving homily was 
delivered by Fr. Taras Lonchyna.  
He emphasized the importance of 
Mercy and Forgiveness.  Echoing 
Pope Francis - “It is a favorable 
time to heal wounds, a time to offer 
everyone the way of Forgiveness 
and Reconciliation”.  A gathering 
followed afterwards in the Church 
Hall with refreshments.  This has 
been truly a very blessed and 
special day in the history of the 
Assumption parish. 

Jubilee of Mercy Open Door Ceremony - Perth Amboy, NJ

“By crossing the threshold of 
the Holy Door, we will find the 
strength to embrace God’s mercy 
and dedicate ourselves to being 
merciful with others as the Father 
has been with us.” - Pope Francis
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Celebrate the Year of Mercy with the 

Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate 
This Jubilee Year of Mercy is extra special to the Sisters Servants as we have 
been blessed in having our St. Mary’s Chapel decreed a “Holy Door” by 
Bishop Paul Chomnycky, Eparch of Stamford.  We pray that many graces 
will be received by all who enter St. Mary’s Chapel throughout the year and 
most especially during our Holy Dormition Pilgrimage, August 13th-14th, as 
the chapel will be a place where the Jubilee indulgence may be obtained.  

   
 Beginning this month and continuing until October, we will include in the 
diocesan newspapers a series of articles and pictures depicting the corporal works of mercy by our 
foundress, Blessed Josaphata Hordashevska, the first Sister Servant. The paintings are a series painted by 
Jeanette Shewchuk of Winnipeg, Canada.  The series of paintings was commissioned by the Canadian 
Province of the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate to commemorate the centenary of their founding in 
Ukraine in 1892.  
 
In celebrating this Jubilee Year of Mercy, 
we invite the faithful to come and pray with 
us on a monthly basis throughout the year, 
and at any time you feel the need to come 
and pray on your own. Our first day of 
communal prayer will be held on Sunday 
March 13th, with a Divine Liturgy 
celebrated at 10:00 am in St. Mary’s 
Chapel by Rev. Archpriest Daniel Troyan, 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia. 

 The first picture is entitled The First 
Supper.  The painting depicts Sister 
Josaphata Hordashevska, foundress of the 
Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate, with 
her postulants sharing their first meal 
together.  The meal consisted of a loaf of 
bread and a few pieces of chicken donated to 
them.  The painting captures the deep peace 
shared by Sister Josaphata and her postulants 
in spite of the stark poverty around them. 

The painting celebrates seven women who said 
“yes” to the calling of Consecrated Life as a Sister 
Servant of Mary Immaculate in 1892.  They did not know what the journey ahead would be like, but they joyfully 
responded to the urgent necessity of a women’s Congregation of active life to work among the Ukrainian people.  
Today, the Sisters Servants in the United States continue to serve God’s faithful and call forth others to 
courageously listen and follow their heart if they feel called to serve as a Sister Servant.   If you have any questions 
or would like more information regarding the above article, please contact Sr. Kathleen at 845-753-2840 or e-mail 
her at srkath25@gmail.com. 
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LAZARUS SATURDAY
Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead

JOHN 11:1-45
MARCH 19, 2016

A man named Lazarus was 
sick. He was from Bethany, 
the village of Mary and 
her sister Martha.   Mary, 
whose brother Lazarus now 
lay sick, was the same one 
who poured perfumed oil 
on the Lord and wiped His 
feet with her hair.  So the 
sisters sent word to Jesus, 
“Lord, the one You love is 
sick.”When He heard this, 
Jesus said, “This sickness 
is not to end in death, but 
is for the glory of God so 
that the Son of God may 
be glorified through it.”   

Now Jesus loved Martha 
and her sister and Lazarus.   
So when He heard that 
Lazarus was sick, He 
remained where He was 
two more days, and then 
He said to His disciples, 
“Let us go back to Judea.” 
“But Rabbi,” they said, “a 
short while ago the Jews 
there tried to stone You, 
and You want to go back?”  
Jesus answered, “Are there 
not twelve hours in a day? 
Anyone who walks during 
the day, he does not 
stumble, because he sees 
the light of this world.  It 
is when a person walks at 
night that he stumbles, for 
the light is not within him.”

He said this, and then told 
them, “Our friend Lazarus 
is asleep; but I am going 
there to awake him.”   His 
disciples replied, “Master, 

if he is asleep, he will be 
saved.”   Jesus was talking 
about his death, while His 
disciples thought He meant 
natural sleep.  So then 
Jesus told them plainly, 
“Lazarus has died, and for 
your sake I am glad I was 
not there, so that you may 
believe. 

But let us go to him.”   
Then Thomas (also known 
as Didymus said to the 
rest of the disciples, “Let 
us also go, that we may 
die with him.”  On His 
arrival, Jesus found that 
Lazarus had already been 
in the tomb for four days. 
Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, only about two 
miles away.   And many 
Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to comfort them 
in the loss of their brother.  
When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she 
went out to meet Him, but 
Mary stayed at home.
 
“Lord,” Martha said to 
Jesus, “If You had been 
here, my brother would not 
have died. But I know that 
even now God will give 
You whatever You ask.”

Jesus said to her, “Your 
brother will rise again.   
Martha answered, “I know 
he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last 
day.”  Jesus said to her, “I 
am the resurrection and the 
life. The one who believes 
in Me will live, even though 
they die; and whoever lives 

and believes in Me will 
never die. Do you believe 
this?”  “Yes, Lord,” she 
replied, “I believe that You 
are the Messiah, the Son 
of God, who is to come 
into the world.”

After she had said this, she 
went and called her sister 
Mary secretly, saying, 
“The Teacher is here and 
is asking for you.” When 
Mary heard this, she got 
up quickly and went to 
him. 
 Now Jesus had not yet 
entered the village, but 
was still at the place 
where Martha had met 
Him.  When the Jews who 
had been with Mary in 
the house, comforting her, 
noticed how quickly she 
got up and went out, they 
followed her, supposing 
she was going to the tomb 
to weep there.  When 
Mary reached the place 
where Jesus was and saw 
Him, she fell at His feet 
and said, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother 
would not have died.”
 
When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews 
who had come along with 
her also weeping, He was 
deeply moved in spirit and 
troubled.  “Where have 
you laid him?” He asked.  
“Come and see, Lord,” 
they replied.

Jesus wept.   

Then the Jews said, “See 

how He loved him!”   But 
some of them said, “Could 
not He who opened the 
eyes of the blind man 
have kept this man from 
dying?”
  Jesus, once more 
deeply moved, came to 
the tomb. It was a cave 
with a stone laid across 
the entrance.  “Take away 
the stone,” He said.  “But, 
Lord,” said Martha, the 
sister of the dead man, “by 
this time there is a stench, 
for he has been dead for 
four days.”

 Then Jesus said, “Did 
I not tell you that if you 
believe, you will see the 
glory of God?”  So they 
took away the stone. Then 
Jesus looked up and said, 
“Father, I thank You that 
You have heard Me.  I 
knew that You always 
hear Me, but I said this for 
the benefit of the people 
standing here, so that they 
may believe that You sent 
Me.”

When He had said this, 
Jesus called in a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” The 
dead man came out, his 
hands and feet wrapped 
with strips of linen, and 
a cloth around his face.  
Jesus said to them, “Untie 
him and let him go.”

Now many of the Jews 
who had come to visit 
Mary, and had seen what 
Jesus did, began to believe 
in Him. 
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THE RAISING OF LAZARUS

The raising of Lazarus is recorded in the Gospel of St. John (11: 1-44). 
St. John places this event before Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 
Our Church remembers the raising of Lazarus from the grave on the 
day before Palm Sunday, and the Kontakion of the Feast relates these 
two events.

Christ, the Joy of all, the Truth, the Light of Life, and The Resur-rection of 
the World, appeared to those on earth; and by His goodness became 
also the Image of Resurrection, granting divine forgiveness to all.

All the details of the Gospel account of the Raising of Lazarus are 
included in the icon. These details are graphic and direct. Christ is in 
the foreground with Mary and Martha, Lazarus’ sisters at His feet. One 
of the bystanders executes Jesus’ command, “Take away the stone.” 
Lazarus, the recipient of Christ’s saving power, emerges when Jesus cries 
out, “Lazarus, come out.” Still bound in the clothes of burial, Lazarus 
appears in the presence of all.

The numerous onlookers represent the crowd of people who gather at this incident. The mountains and 
cave indicate its setting in a cemetery just outside Bethany, the walls of which are barely seen in the 
background. The icon gives us a glimpse of the symbolic value and deeper meaning of the event. This last 
and greatest of Jesus’ signs is presented to the world so that the will of God may be made known through 
His life-giving power.

TROPARION — O Christ God, You confirmed the resurrection of all before the time of Your passion by 
raising Lazarus from the dead. Therefore, we as the children of Israel carry the symbols of victory and cry 
out to You, the Conqueror of Death, “Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is He who comes in the name of 
the Lord.”

Help Wanted

Ascension Manor Apartments is searching for a 
Full Time Maintenance Technician to help with 
apartment turnovers, work orders and general 
maintenance of the property. 
Ideal candidates will have prior 
experience in either carpentry, 
plumbing, electrical or painting. 
For immediate consideration, 
please fax your Resume to (215) 
922-3735.  E.O.E.
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Ascension Manor holds Health Fair

Ascension Manor held a Health Fair for its residents on February 18, 2016. Representatives from various 
industries were available to meet with residents and provided informative workshops on a number of  topics 
including Diabetes, Heart Disease and Fall Prevention. Door prizes, snacks and giveaways were enjoyed 
by all!

Northampton, PA parish hosts Forgiveness Service

On Sunday-February 7, 2016, Father David 
Clooney and St John’s in Northampton PA, 
hosted Forgiveness Vespers at 3:00 PM. 
This special Service is held on Forgiveness 
Sunday at the start of the Lenten Season 
each year.  Father Daniel Gurovich from 
St. Josaphat in Bethlehem, PA and Father 
Daniel Troyan from Holy Ghost Church 
in West Easton, PA assisted with the 
Forgiveness Service.
 
The Service was well attended by 
parishioners from all the parishes and is 
always a beautiful way to begin the Lenten 
Season together and pray the First Lenten 
Prayer.
 
Father Daniel Troyan’s homily encouraged the Faithful to embark on a prayerful Lenten Season and to 
continue to fill our hearts with forgiveness and mercy throughout the year.
 
The service was also a strong reminder of this year’s celebration of the Holy Year of Mercy, which was 
declared by Pope Francis.  It began on December 8, 2015, and will end on November 20, 2016.
 
We wish you all a beautiful Lenten Season and hope to see you next year at our Forgiveness Vespers!
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St. Josaphat Seminary takes the Liturgy of the 
Presanctified Gifts to the Basilica of the National Shrine 

of the Immaculate Conception

Washington – The New Evangelization 
and Vibrant Parish initiatives of our Church 
take many forms.  Since 2006, St. Josaphat 
Ukrainian Catholic Seminary has been 
taking the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 
across Harewood Road to the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception (BNSIC) and the campus of 
the Catholic University of America on 
a mission to share a spiritual treasure 
and sometimes a “great secret” of our 
Ukrainian Catholic Church with many 
who have never heard of or witnessed 
anything Ukrainian Catholic.

On Wednesday afternoon at about 4 
o’clock, the seminarians load all of the 
necessary liturgical items, books, and the 
seminary rector carrying the Blessed Sacrament, into the van for the short journey to the Byzantine chapel 
on the crypt level of the BNSIC.  They then carefully setup everything to celebrate the presanctified liturgy 
as people begin to gather for the 5 o’clock start.

The seminaries mission is to share one of the most beautiful liturgies of the east with the west.  Nearly 
50 congregants made up of Catholic University students, parishioners of the Ukrainian Catholic National 
Shrine of the Holy Family, and visitors to the BNSIC gather for what has become an annual event of the 
Great Fast on Wednesday afternoons.  Holy Family Shrine has even gotten some new parishioners from 
this evangelization effort of the seminary.

The final two presanctified liturgies for 2016 will be celebrated on March 9 and 16 at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Byzantine chapel in the BNSIC.  The Basilica 
is designated as one of the special places of 
Pilgrimage for the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. 
One can obtain the special indulgence by coming 
to the BNSIC and attending this Lenten liturgy.  
Perhaps, in these final weeks of the Great Fast, 
consider making a pilgrimage to the Basilica and 
supporting your seven seminarians (Philadelphia 
Archeparchy: Alex Bricki, Kairo Chorne, Bohdan 
Vasyliv, and Andrew Perrong; Chicago Eparchy: 
Philip Gilbert, Martin Nagy, and Carlos Batiz) by 
worshiping with them.  Everyone is welcome.

Seminary Rector, Fr. Robert Hitchens blesses the 
faithful with the candle and kadylo at “The Light of 
Christ Enlightens…”

Seminarian Alex Bricki (Philadelphia Archeparchy) 
helps lead the congregation in singing the liturgy.
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Bishop John Bura is honored by the Parishioners of the 
Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family

Washington – Bishop 
John Bura marked 
his 10th Anniversary 
as a bishop and 45th 
anniversary as a priest 
on Sunday, February 21, 
2016, with the faithful of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
National Shrine of the 
Holy Family.  Bishop John 
was ordained a priest 
on February 14, 1971, 
by Archbishop Ambrose.  
He was consecrated 
a bishop on February 
21, 2006, by Cardinal 
Husar.

Bishop John presided 
at the 9:00 a.m. Divine 
Liturgy and celebrated 
the 11:30 a.m. Divine 
Liturgy.  Fr. Robert 
Hitchens and Fr. Wasyl 
Kharuk offered words of 
congratulations for him 
at the liturgies.  A festive 
brunch was served after 
both liturgies.

Bishop John is greeted by some of the youngest 
parishioners of Holy Family

John and Ruth
 Fedack, two of our 
pioneer parishioners, 

congratulate 
Bishop John

Holy Family parishioners enjoy celebrating 
Bishop John’s Anniversaries
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Women as Caregivers: 
Spiritual, Pastoral and Practical Matters 

 

Sponsored by: 
 

The Ukrainian 
Catholic 

Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia 

 
The Sisters of 
the Order of 

Saint Basil the 
Great 

 
The Sisters 
Servants of 

Mary 
Immaculate 

 
The Missionary 

Sisters of the 
Mother of God 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 6, 2016 
at the 

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC NATIONAL SHRINE OF 
THE HOLY FAMILY 

 4250 Harewood Road, Northeast 
Washington, D. C. 

 
OR 

 
SUNDAY, APRIL 24, 2016 

at 
ST. VLADIMIR UKRAINIAN GREEK CATHOLIC 

CHURCH 
430 North Seventh Avenue 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 
 

St. John, Protector of the Theotokos and 
Patron of Caregivers 

In his Letter to the Galatians, St. Paul teaches us “… not (to) grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give 
up.”  Come join the women of the Archeparchy as our speakers address, within the framework of Sacred Scripture and the 
tenets of Eastern Christian Spirituality, the pastoral and practical aspects of caring for family members with special needs 
AND offer suggestions for caregivers on how to care for themselves spiritually, pastorally and practically. 

Our Day begins with Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. at both locations followed by Luncheon and 
Program. 

 

Suggested 
Donation: 

$10 to Cover the 
Cost of Lunch 

 
Please Make 

Checks Payable to: 

Ukrainian 
Catholic 

Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia 

     REGISTRATION 
I will attend Women’s Day on  MARCH 6 in Washington (Registration Deadline:  February 20) 
I will attend Women’s Day on  APRIL 24 in Scranton (Registration Deadline:  April 10) 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Name 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
    City     State   ZIP 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
   Email       Phone 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Parish 

 

PLEASE MAIL REGISTRATION TO: 
Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM 

710 Fox Chase Road, Fox Chase Manor, Pennsylvania 19046 
 



(continued on next page)

HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV GREETS ARCHBISHOP 
STEFAN SOROKA ON HIS 15TH ANNIVERSARY

HIS GRACE ARCHBISHOP STEFAN SOROKA, 
METROPOLITAN OF PHILADELPHIA

Receive from me personally and in the name of the 
Synod of Bishops of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church greetings on the occasion of the Fifteenth 
Anniversary of Your installation to the Metropolitan 
throne of the Philadelphia Archeparchy. 

The Anniversary which You are celebrating these days 
is truly an important event and for this we give sincere 
thanks to the Merciful God, to Whom You served 
these last 15 years with such great dedication.
On the day of Your enthronement along with the 
Metropolitan staff You accepted the great responsibility 
for the salvation and sanctification of the faithful with 
Your Archeparchial guidance of the priests, monks, 
women religious and faithful of the Philadelphia 
Metropolia. We may affirm that this task which comes 
from our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, You fulfill with 
sacrifice and humility.

At the same time in the other social-religious and 
cultural surroundings You remain a loyal heir of the 
Church of the Baptism of St. Volodymyr to which it 
is rooted shines as in the times of Kyivan-Rus.  In 
this position You took upon Yourself the role which 
You not only defend but also increases the cultural 
inheritance of our people. For many generations of 
the faithful of our Church, this inheritance has become 
one uniting link with the native land of their ancestors.  
You exert much effort toward the growth of our 
Church – building churches, monasteries, Sunday and 
Catechetical Schools. Securing the necessary spiritual 
leadership of the community, You remain zealous in 
the preaching of God’s Word.

Today in a special way, we wish to thank You for Your 
great zeal in serving the mother church in Ukraine.  
You always responded to our initiatives with an open 
heart.  Your support favored us in the establishment 
of tens of churches, at which the faithful continuously 
offer prayers for the benefactors, creating by such 
an act a spiritual unity with the faithful, who although 
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separated by the ocean are united into one Church.  Thanks to Your help hundreds of priests, catechists, 
and missionaries are enabled to serve and announce the Gospel message.  The spiritual pearl of our 
Church – the Patriarchal Sobor (Cathedral) would not have been arisen in all its splendor without Your 
support and continual prayers.

We are unable to completely recall all You did for the greater glory of God.  But God forgets no one 
nor anything.   Therefore on this day of celebration, we ask God to grant You His infinite blessings.  We 
place under the protection of His Most Pure Mother Your continued service along with all the faithful of 
our Church in the territory of the Philadelphia Archeparchy. We pray that You would always be completely 
faithful in announcing the Word of God untiringly in witness of a lively presence of Jesus Christ in the lives 
of the faithful. We invoke upon You the Lord’s graces, that would strengthen You spiritually and physically, 
granting You happiness, peace, and love for many happy and blessed years.

Many happy and blessed Years!
Sviatoslav
Father and Head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church

Given in Kyiv, At the Patriarchal Sobor of the Resurrection of Christ, 22nd day of February in the 2016th 
year of God

Unofficially translated into English by “The Way”

HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV GREETS ARCHBISHOP 
STEFAN SOROKA ON HIS 15TH ANNIVERSARY

The Akathist of the Mother of God 
Akathistos Saturday 

March 12, 2016 4:00 p.m. 
The Akathist Hymn is a profound, devo-

tional poem, which sings the praises of 
the Holy Mother and Ever-Virgin Mary. It is 
one of the most beloved services in the Eastern 
Church. It was composed in the imperial city 
of Constantinople, “the city of the Virgin,” by 
St. Romanos the Melodist, who reposed in the 
year 556. 
   “We are all pervaded with an inward joy, the 
joy of rendering praise to Mary with the 
Akathist Hymn, so dear to the Eastern tradi-
tion.  It is a canticle totally centered on Christ, 
contemplated in the light of His Virgin Moth-
er.  For a full 144 times, this hymn invites us to 
renew to Mary the greeting of the Archangel 
Gabriel “Ave Maria!”  Mother of the risen 
Lord and Mother of the Church, Mary precedes 
us and leads us to the authentic knowledge of 
God and to the encounter with the Redeem-
er.  She points out to us the way and shows us 
her Son.  In celebrating her with joy and grati-
tude, we honor the holiness of God, Whose 
mercy has done marvels in His humble hand-
maid.  We salute her with the title of “Full of 
grace” and implore her intercession for all the 
children of the Church who with this Akathist 
Hymn celebrate her glory.”   

Saint John Paul   

“Rejoice, unfading rose. 
Rejoice, the only one who budded forth the 
unfading apple. Rejoice, birth-giver of the 

aromatic balm of the King of all.  
Rejoice, O Bride unwedded, 

the world's salvation.”
Hear our plea and intercede before your Son 

for the Nation and People of Ukraine

The Byzantine Chapel (crypt level) 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 

400 Michigan Avenue NE 
Washington, DC 20017 

Sponsored by 
St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary 

Washington, DC 
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Michael Sawkiw of Ukrainian National 
Information Service wishes Metropolitan 

Stefan a Happy 15th Anniversary

Chancery Staff Wishes
 Metropolitan Stefan a

 Happy 15th Anniversary as
 Metropolitan of the USA

Pictured are Father Fields and Father Worshak 
presenting a cake to Metropolitan Stefan on 
behalf of the Chancery Staff during lunch at the 

Chancery on Monday, February 29, 2016.

Very Rev. Joseph Szupa, 
Cathedral Rector, Wishes 
Metropolitan Stefan a 
Happy 15th Anniversary 
at the Conclusion of the 
Divine Liturgy on Sunday, 
February 28, 2016 as the 
Faithful sang Mnohaya 

Lita!
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2016 South Anthracite Deanery 
Lenten Confession Schedule

During the Great Fast, 
the priests of the South 
Anthracite Deanery visit 
neighboring churches to 
offer the Holy Mystery 
of Penance. It provides 
an excellent opportunity 
for the faithful to receive 
the Holy Mystery of 
Reconciliation as they 
spiritually prepare for the 
celebration of Pascha.

The following is the 
visiting priests’ confession 
schedule for the parishes 
of the South Anthracite 
Deanery. Confessions 
will be heard on the listed 
dates from 6 p.m. to 7 
p.m. All Catholic faithful 
are invited to receive 
the grace of forgiveness 
through confession by 
entering the door of the 
confessional, the true 
Door of Mercy during 
this the Jubilee Year of 
Mercy.

Monday, March 14
Assumption of the BVM 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church
Centralia, Pa.

Ss. Peter & Paul Ukrainian 
Catholic Church
Mt. Carmel, Pa.

Nativity BVM Ukrainian 
Catholic Church
Middleport, Pa.

Transfiguration of Our 
Lord Ukrainian Catholic 
Church
Shamokin, Pa.

Tuesday, March 15
St. John the Baptist 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church
Maizeville, Pa.

Protection of the Mother 
of God Ukrainian 
Catholic Church
Marion Heights, Pa.

St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church
Minersville, Pa.

St. Michael Ukrainian 
Catholic Church
Shenandoah, Pa.

Thursday, March 17
St. Michael Ukrainian 
Catholic Church
Hazleton, Pa.

Protection of the Mother 
of God Ukrainian 
Catholic Church
McAdoo, Pa.

St. Michael Ukrainian 
Catholic Church
Frackville, Pa.

St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church
St. Clair, Pa.

Confessions are heard 
from 6:00 PM until 
7:00PM in each parish .

Sunday Devotions Schedule
 during the Great Fast 
in the Parishes of the 

South Anthracite Deanery
During this Lenten season, the faithful of the 
South Anthracite Protopresbytery of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia will continue 
the decades-old tradition of gathering for Lenten 
devotions on Sunday afternoons in the churches 
of the deanery. The Lenten devotions begin each 
Sunday at 3 p.m. and are coordinated by the 
Protopresbyter Very Rev. Michael Hutsko and the 
clergy of the South Anthracite Deanery.  After the 
services, a cake and coffee social is held in the 
respective parish halls. The proceeds from the 
weekly collection benefit the St. Josaphat Ukrainian 
Catholic Seminary in Washington, D.C.

The 2016 Lenten Devotion schedule is as follows: 

Fourth Sunday of the Great Fast, 
March 6 — Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Mount Carmel, Pa.

Fifth Sunday of the Great Fast, 
March 13 — St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Shenandoah, Pa.

Flowery (Palm) Sunday, 
March 20-- St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Minersville, Pa.

Rev. D. George Worschak offered 
the Homily at a Lenten Vespers 
Service at St. Michael’s in Cherry 

Hill, NJ on February 21, 2016
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Melrose Park, PA Parish Offers Lenten Vespers in 
Philadelphia Deanery

On Sunday, February 28 
at 4 p.m. Lenten Vespers 
were sung in Annunciation 
of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Melrose Park, 
Pa. Father Volodymyr 
Klanichka was the guest 
homilist. Father Ihor 
Bloshchynskyy was the 
main celebrant. After 
the services refreshments 
were serve inthe parish 
social hall.

During the Great Fast, 
the faithful of the parishes 
of the Philadelphia 
Deanery are invited and 
encouraged to participate 
in Lenten Vespers which are held in a different church each Sunday of Lent.

The Lenten Vespers begin at 4:00 p.m. Visiting clergy are available for the Holy Mystery of Reconciliation 
before the services, hearing confessions beginning at 3:30 p.m. During the services, a visiting priest also 
gives a sermon.

The Lenten Vespers schedule for the final two weeks is as follows:

Sunday, March 6---4 p.m. Protection of the BVM Church, 2026 Bath Road, 
Bristol, Pa. Sermon: Father Walter Pasicznyk

Sunday, March 13—4 p.m. Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, 830 
North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Sermon: Father John Fields

The Lenten Vespers are coordinated by Rev. Msgr. Peter Waslo, Dean and the 
clergy of the Philadelphia Deanery.

It is hoped that the faithful from throughout the area will travel from parish to 
parish each Sunday during the prayerful time of the Great Fast, not only for 
the spiritual enrichment provided during these services but also to meet other 
parishioners and to become more familiar with the churches that are part of 
the Philadelphia Deanery.

Lenten Vespers in Melrose Park 
(Photo: Annunciation of the BVM Facebook Page)

Photo: Fr. Klanichka 
was the guest homilist 
in Melrose Park, PA 
(Photo by Fr. Fields)
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Meatless Meal for LENT 

“BAKED HADDOCK” 
FISH DINNER 

Sponsored by Ss. Cyril & Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church, Olyphant, Pa. 

FRIDAY MARCH 18, 2016 

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

At the REGAL ROOM (Ballroom/side entrance) 

216 Lackawanna Avenue 
Olyphant, Pa. 

Sit Down or Take Out!! 

(pre-sold)$13.00 per ticket/dinner 

Baked haddock, potato, vegetable, cole slaw, roll and dessert 

Call 570-383-9487 for Reservations 

*Deadline for pre-sold Tickets is Monday, March 14, 2016 

*LIMITED amount of Dinners will be available at the Door $15.00 

LUC Meeting

North Anthracite Council - League of Ukrainian 
Catholics will meet on Tuesday, March 15, 2016 at 
6:30pm in the private dining room of Grotto Pizza, 36 
Gateway Shopping Center, Route 11, Edwardsville.
 
Main agenda items include the upcoming May 21st 
bus trip to New York City to attend the annual St. 
George Ukrainian Street Festival in Manhattan’s 
Lower East Side with an extended side trip to 
Brooklyn’s “Little Odessa” at Brighton Beach; the 
April 24th Women’s Day of Prayer at Scranton’s 
St. Vladimir Church; and, dates of future meetings 
including the annual August picnic

Members are reminded that membership renewals 
for the year 2016 can be completed at the meeting 
or by contacting Janina Everett at 570 759-2824
For additional information about the organization, 
please contact Dorothy Jamula, President at 570 
822-5354 or any LUC member of your parish.

 
 

 
NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
211 Grace Street READING PA 19611 * 610.376.0586 

Every Friday during Lent we will be serving Lenten 
Meals “Fish Fry”… 

 March 4 * March 11 

4:30 pm til 7:30 pm in church hall  

This is not just a typical Fish Fry, there will be a menu 
to select from. Eat in or Take out! 

 

 

 
 
 

NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

211 Grace Street  READING PA 19611  

 

Easter Bazaar 

Saturday March 19th Noon-4PM 

We will have homemade bread, pierogies, rolls, 
pastries, holupchi (stuffed cabbage), halushky 
(cabbage and noodles), crafts, hot meals, etc. 

No pre-orders. If you have any questions, please 
call 610-376-0586 
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Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka along 
with priests of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia, the Missionary Sisters of the 
Mother of God, and the Chancery Staff surprised 
Rev. Gregory Maslak with a surprise party held 
at the Archbishop’s Residence on February 25, 
2016. We pray that God bless Rev. Gregory 
Maslak with good health and many happy years 
in his recent decision to retire from active priestly 
ministry. Mnohaya Lita!

God Bless Fr. Maslak on 
his Retirement

Father Maslak and Metropoltian Stefan

Father Maslak received an icon of 
the Nativity.

Father Maslak cuts the 
delicious cake!  
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Learning about the LUC in Florida
While vacationing in Florida, Marion Hrubec, 
President of the League of Ukrainian Catholics, 
visited with Msgr. John P. Stevensky, former Spiritual 
Director of the League. Together they traveled to 
North Port, FL to visit with a former National Board 
member, Alice Orlan.

Attending Liturgy at the Presentation of the Most Holy 
Mother of God parish, Rev. Vasyl Petriv welcomed 
Msgr. Stevensky, who concelebrated the Sunday 
Liturgy.  Fr. Vasyl thanked Msgr. Stevensky for 
coming to North Port and together they presented 
information on the League of Ukrainian Catholics 
and related the importance of the organization to 
the Ukrainian Church and community.  Fr. Vasyl 
introduced Marion to the congregation and invited 
everyone to the parish hall to meet with her and 
Msgr. John and learn about the LUC. Msgr. John 
gave a brief history of the League.

Individuals were interested and took membership applications and brochures. Alice (Lesya) Orlan was 
present and accepted the task of forming an active Chapter in the parish.

Pictured left to right: Msgr.  John P. 
Stevensky, Alice Orlan, Marion C. Hrubec, 
Rev. Vasyl Petriv

The Assumption of the BVM Parish in Perth Amboy, NJ has a 
New Eagle Scout (Boy Scouts of America)

Congratulations to George Stephan Putykewycz son of George 
and Margaret Putykewycz of Middletown, NJ on receiving his Eagle 
Medal along with bronze and gold palms this past November.  For 
his Eagle project, he refurbished the Field House and Memorial 
at McMahon Park in Middletown.  George graduated from 
Middletown High School South last June.  During his scouting 
career he received the BSA High Adventure Triple Crown Award, 
created in 1995 by Charles L. Sommers Alumni Association, Inc., 
to recognize Scouts with a “thirst for high adventure.”  To earn this 
award the candidate must complete BSA High Adventure programs 
at Philmont Scout Ranch in Cimarron, NM; Florida National High 
Adventure Sea Base in Key West, FL; and Northern Tier National 
High Adventure in Ely, MN.  Father Ivan and the parish family are 
very proud of George in his accomplishments.  May our Heavenly 
Father bless him and his family.   
 
Submitted by Deacon Paul Makar

(L-R: Rev. Deacon Paul Makar, 
Eagle Scout George S. Putykewycz, 
and Pastor Rev. Ivan Turyk)
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Ukrainian Pysanky Art Taught at Mt. Carmel, Pa. Parish  
Dozens learn from 77-year-old woman

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI
THE NEWS-ITEM
Published: 2/27/2016 

MOUNT CARMEL 
— Concentration, 
dedication, patience and 
a pair of steady hands 
are just a few of the skills 
needed to master the art 
of pysanky.

Decorating eggs in 
traditional Ukrainian 
folk designs can lead 
to frustrating results. 
A cracked shell, for 
instance, can ruin hours 
of tedious writing done 
with wax, a candle and 
a pin-head-sized tool.

Some 50 people attended 
a pysanky class taught by 
Rose Demsko Thursday 
evening at Ss. Peter and 
Paul Ukrainian Catholic 
Church to improve their 
artistry and pysanky 
preservation methods.

Groups of people 
gathered around the 
77-year-old Ranshaw 
woman to watch as she 
“blew out an egg,” an 
important preservation 
step that can sometimes 
damage a shell and 
ultimately ruin a design. 
Demsko pokes a hole at 
the bottom and top of the 
egg and uses an infant 
bulb syringe to push out 

the yolk.

“Now you can put the 
second layer of varnish 
on,” she said as the group 
watched in admiration.

The students separate 
and return to tables 
filled with eggs, wax 
and candles to try the 
process.

Moments later, a new 
group approaches 
Demsko to learn how to 
pencil sketch a design 
onto an egg.

Demsko is teaching a 
class at 6 p.m. every 
Thursday until March 17 
in the church basement 
at 131 N. Beech St. 
She also teaches a 
Wednesday class at 
Transfiguration of Our 
Lord Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Shamokin Street, 
Shamokin.

This is the second year 
Erin Mazer, 28, and 
Brynn Bartko, 27, both of 
Kulpmont, have attended 
Demsko’s classes. The 
girls have improved their 
design skills, but admit 
they still break an egg on 
occasion. They said what 
Demsko calls a “mistake” 
on one of her eggs is 
more like perfection to 
them.

“Look at Rose’s eggs,” 
Bartko said. “We try to 
copy some things that 
are on her eggs because 
they look so good.”

Demsko started 
decorating eggs at the 
early age of 8. She was 
taught by her godmother, 
Sophie Zentak, an 
immigrant from the 
Ukraine. Depending 
on the complexity of a 
design, Demsko spends 
anywhere from three 
to 36 hours preparing, 
writing on and preserving 
an egg.

She uses dyes with 
distilled water and 
uncooked eggs because 
chemicals that can be 
found in water may alter 

the color of the dye. She 
recommends putting a 
layer of varnish on the 
egg before removing the 
yolk, and then adding 
another layer.

The classes and materials 
are free, though people 
planning to attend are 
asked to bring uncooked 
eggs. Demsko also sells 
some of her completed 
eggs. The prices vary by 
design. 

http://www.newsitem.
com/news/2016-02-27/
Today’s_Top_Stories/
Pysanky_master.html

People gather around Rose Demsko as 
she shows them how to “blow out an egg” 
during a pysanky class at Ss. Peter and Paul 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Mount Carmel, 

Thursday. (Photo: LARRY DEKLINSKI)
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Church Community Project 2016

Ss. Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Olyphant  Community Project for 2016.   They are 
collecting  non-perishable food and clothes  March 5 
and 6th, 2016. Clothes will be delivered  to the United 
Neighborhood Centers (UNC) of Northeastern Penna. 
The food  will be delivered to the Jessup Food Pantry 
at  St. Michael’s Church before Easter.

Photo:  Lauren Telep, organizer of the St. Cyrils 
Community Project  accepts clothes donation from  
Marisa Fabri, of “Design to Consign Boutique” of 
Olyphant. 

“Vacation with God:
  Embroidery for Jesus Christ”

What:  Summer Camp for Children Age 8-13
When: August 15 – 19, 2016 (8:30 AM – 3:30 
PM)
Where: Basilian Spirituality Center, 710 Fox 
Chase Road, Fox Chase Manor, PA 19046
Sponsored by:   The Sisters of the Order of 
Saint Basil the Great in cooperation with the 
Saint Sophia Religious Association of Ukrainian 
Catholics, Inc.

The camp seeks to pass on both aspects of 
Ukrainian spirituality and cultural tradition.  During 
this “year of mercy” the children will weave into their 
design the aspects of mercy – love, forgiveness, 
compassion, sacrifice and justice.  The day includes 
catechesis, songs, crafts, embroidery and fun.  

For more information contact 215.379.3998

News from Holy Myrrh-Bearers
 Church, Swarthmore, PA

Regular Bi-Weekly Pierogie Sales Are Back!  
Orders Now Being Accepted!
 
Freshly-made Potato/Cheese filled Pierogies are back 
at Holy Myrrh-Bearers Parish and you can get them 
for only $8.00 per dozen.  Please place your order by 
calling our parish office at (610) 544-1215 or send us 
an email at HMBChurch@verizon.net.  Please leave 
your name, phone #, and # of dozen requested.  All 
pickups are made in the Parish Hall located at 900 
Fairview Road in Swarthmore/Ridley Township.

“Super Easter Kielbasa and Paska Bread Sale” 
– Orders Now Being Taken! 

Holy Myrrh-Bearers Church in Swarthmore/Ridley 
Township, in conjunction with one of the area’s well-
known kielbasa makers, proudly announces the 2016 
“Super Easter Kielbasa and Paska Bread Sale”. We 
are offering mouth-watering, high quality kielbasa for 
the unbelievably low price of only $12.00 per ring or 4 
links for $10.00.  As a special treat, we are also baking 
the traditional Paska Easter Bread for only $10.00.  
For your convenience, we now are able to accept your 
orders via email.  To place your Paska Bread and/
or kielbasa orders, please email us at HMBChurch@
verizon.net or call Kathy at (610) 328-4731.  Pickup will 
be at noon on Saturday, March 19th, at our Church 
which is located at 900 Fairview Road in Swarthmore/
Ridley Township, PA.  Please place your orders early 
since high demand may require us to limit quantities 
and stop taking orders. 
  
“Special Spring Food Collection for the Needy” 
- Now through March 20th
 
Holy Myrrh-Bearers Eastern Catholic Church will hold 
a “Special Spring Food Collection” for the needy in 
the community from now through Sunday, March 20th.  
Anyone wishing to donate any unexpired canned or 
boxed, non-perishable food items should bring them 
to the Church before or after our 5:00 pm. Saturday 
service or on Sunday before or after our 10:00 am. 
service  If you wish to drop off your donation at any 
other time during the week, we have provided a 
convenient outside drop-off box at the entrance to the 
Educational Center.  We are located at 900 Fairview 
Road in Swarthmore/Ridley Township.  Please help us 
help, if you can!
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Shroud of Turin replica comes to Valley church (Sayre, PA)

BY MAX BENNETT
Published: 2/29/2016 

SAYRE — A piece of 
religious history has 
arrived in Sayre and is on 
display at the Ascension 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church on North Higgins 
Avenue.

The official Vatican-
authorized replica of 
the Shroud of Turin now 
rests at the front of the 
church’s sanctuary.

While the original 
remains at the Turin 
Cathedral in Turin, Italy, 
the replica features all of 
the aspects of the original 
which is believed to have 
been the burial shroud of 
Jesus Christ himself.

“Spiritually, it’s good to 
have (the replica) during 
this time of the great fast, 
or lent, for us to look at 
the shroud and recognize 
the importance of what 
it is,” Father Teodor 
Czabala Jr. said.

He said the Vatican has 
never fully accepted the 
shroud as Jesus’ burial 
shroud. However, the 
markings on the shroud 
are indicative of wounds 
from crucifixion.

“It still serves as a spiritual 
reminder of what he 
went through for us,” 
Czabala said. “It really 

brings to mind a lot of 
the elements of what he 
did for us — as human 
beings, as Catholics, as 
Christians.”

Czabala said getting 
the replica to the church 
was not difficult, as the 
replica was not loaned 
out to another parish at 
the time.

“I wanted it here closer 
to the end of Lent and 
I wanted it for a longer 
period of time so we 
could get more people 
coming in,” he said.

The replica coming to 
the church is also part 
of the church’s 105th 
anniversary, which will 
feature a celebration in 
September.

Czabala said people of all 
faiths and denominations 
are welcome to view the 
replica, which will be at 
the church now through 
March 13.

“You don’t have to be 
Catholic, you don’t even 
have to be Christian,” he 
said of those wishing to 
view the replica.

He also said any groups 
seeking a private viewing 
can contact him or stop 
by the church to set up a 
day and time.

The church will be open 

Monday Wednesday 
and Friday from noon to 
7 p.m. and Saturday and 
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. for those wishing 
to see the replica.

Czabala said he will 
give a presentation on 
the shroud each day half 
an hour before closing 
time.

Czabala hopes hosting 
the replica will increase 
attendance of the church 
services. He went on to 
say participation used 
to be higher and has 
decreased in recent 
years.

“This a way of getting 
our name out again 
in the community,” he 
said. “In bringing the 
shroud here, I was 
hoping people would 

have a reawakening and 
remember we are here.”
The last three days of the 
shroud’s stay will feature 
special lessons Friday 
night and the mornings 
of Saturday and Sunday. 
Czabala said Catholics 
will be able to go to 
confession if they wish.

On March 5, the church 
will host a Ukrainian 
Easter Egg writing, or 
pysansky, class at 10 
a.m., Czabala said. 
Anyone wishing to make 
reservations for the class 
can call (570) 888-5397.

h t t p : / / w w w .
theda i l y rev iew.com/
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S t o r i e s / Sh roud_o f _
Turin_replica_comes_to_
Valley_church.html

Photo: On February 24, 2016, Daniel Polinski 
and R. J. Stetz transported the Replica of the 
Shroud of Turin from the Cathedral to Sayre, 
PA for an exhibition. 
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BUILD IT AND THEY WILL COME!                  
by Sr. Michele, SSMI

Many of you, our friends and readers are asking the same burning question that I will hopefully answer in 
the sentences that follow, “How is St. Joseph’s building project coming along”?   Please bear with me as 
I first share a story with you.

The movie “Field of Dreams” was not the best baseball movie, nor the best performance by Kevin Costner.  
The film revolves around an Iowa corn farmer who hears voices that command him to build a baseball 
diamond In his corn field so that the Chicago White Sox can come to play; with lots more to the story.  But 
this is where I come in… I do not hear voices and I do not have a corn field, nor want to build a baseball 
diamond!  I mention this film because of the resounding phase throughout the film….’BUILD IT AND THEY 
WILL COME’.

This phrase keeps going through my head as we attempt the building project at St. Joseph’s Home… so 
just maybe I do hear voices too!  We Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate have committed ourselves to 
the elderly – to this dream – to this expansion project.  It is not any easy task to achieve, or a dream that 
seems to be a reality in the near future. 

As mentioned in previous articles, the project is between 6-7 million dollars.  It is not some fancy lay-out 
but it does have building codes to uphold and mandates from the state, county and local officials.  It is 

Expansion plans for St. Joseph’s Home in Sloatsburg, NY
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(continued from previous page)

a project that has lasting effects.  The elderly who now live here know they are home, and those who will 
come and want to come will realize they belong here!

Many have said, “Oh, if only you break ground and start to build, the funds will come”.  Maybe that is 
true.  I would like to believe that, but that takes a great deal of faith to start a project of this magnitude and 
hope as you go along the money will come for each payment needed!  Unfortunately I must be realistic.  
I believe there are generous people out there.  I do believe that as we begin to dig ground, hit the first 
nail, people will believe too and be generous in their offering.  I believe this is a worthy cause that merits 
building and seeing its completion.  I firmly believe this is a much needed endeavor for the elderly today 
whether they are Ukrainian, Irish, German, African American, Creole or whomever. 
 
I am saddened when I hear that someone paid thousands of dollars for super bowl tickets or other sports 
events.  Companies pay millions of dollars for five minute ads, singers are paid millions for a hit, actors are 
paid millions for a movie gig, millions are given to save the whales, battered animals are given thousands 
of dollars, and where do we stand in caring for our elderly: the elderly person who was and is someone’s 
mother/father, brother/sister, aunt or uncle!

How difficult is it to raise money for this building project!  That is the challenge we face today.  We cannot 
do it alone.  We need you.  We need your help.  That is why we are not further ahead than maybe the last 
time you saw us.  Our goal has not been reached because we do not know that generous movie actor, or 
famous baseball, hockey, basketball player that we can approach. 

I do not regret that the Sisters Servants were founded in Ukraine and founded for the less fortunate, the 
weak, the downtrodden or the poor.  I have no regrets that our ministry is to be where the need is the 
greatest among the elderly for their care, with children for their wellbeing and enrichment or supporting 
the marginalized.  

God has generously called us to serve His people.  We will continue to do just that by God’s grace!  How 
wonderful it would be to do it for so many more deserving souls.  I say that because a day does not pass 
when someone will call and ask for information about our home or ask to be put on the waiting list, the 
waiting list that has the possibility of waiting a year!

“Build it and they will come!”  I have no doubt that they will come.  The elderly have come for the last 74 
years to St. Joseph’s Home where they have been given loving care.   Will you not help us to build?  If you 
personally cannot help, do you know of someone who can help us build?  Do you know that movie star, 
the famous singer, the businessman who would like to give … for God loves those cheerful givers. 
 
Now we can answer that famous question so many ask, “How is the building project at St. Joseph’s Home 
coming along”?  It comes along slowly; for it will not move speedily until people realize the necessity, 
importance and obligation we have to caring and providing for the elderly of our society. BUILD IT AND 
THEY WILL COME!

BUILD IT AND THEY WILL COME!    
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METROPOLITAN’S SCHEDULE FOR FEBRUARY/MARCH 2016 
 
FEBRUARY 
1-14  HOLIDAY 
16   MEETING WITH CHANCERY OFFICERS REGARDING SALE OFFER FOR HOLY GHOST 

UKRAINIAN CATHOIC CHURCH, CHESTER, PA. 
18  RECEIVED VERY REV. JOSEPH SZUPA, CHANCELLOR, RECTOR OF CATHEDRAL 

LUNCH MEETING WITH NEWLY APPOINTED PRESIDENT MR. JONATHON PERI OF 
MANOR COLLEGE, FOX CHASE, PA. 

19  RECEIVED MR. ANDRIY SZUL. 
23 TRAVEL TO CHICAGO – VISIT WITH BISHOP RICHARD SEMINACK IN HOSPITAL; LUNCH 

WITH CLERGY OF CHICAGO DEANERY; AFTERNOON MEETING WITH COMMITTEE 
PLANNING FOR MEETING OF PERMANENT SYNOD OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
IN CHICAGO   

24  RECEIVED MRS. IRYNA IVANKOVYCH OF ST. SOPHIA RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION.   
  MEETING WITH REV. PAUL MAKAR, DIRECTOR OF VOCATIONS. 
25  VISIT WITH REV. DEACON CHARLES SCHULTZ AND FAMILY. 
  RETIREMENT RECEPTION AT BISHOP’S RESIDENCE FOR REV. GREGORY MASLAK. 
28 OPENING OF DOORS OF MERCY AT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
29  ARRIVAL OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF USA. 
 
 
 
MARCH 
1                MEETING OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF USA, METROPOLITAN’S RESIDENCE,    

               PHILADELPHIA. 
5  TRAVEL TO WASHINGTON, D.C. 
6  DIVINE LITURGY AT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC NATIONAL SHRINE OF HOLY FAMILY,     

WASHINGTON, D.C.  
PARTICIPATION IN “WOMEN AS CAREGIVERS” WORKSHOP, WASHINGTON, D.C. 

9, 10    MEETING OF EASTERN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF USA, ST. LOUIS, MISOURI. 
11, 12 CANON LAW SEMINAR, WASHINGTON, D.C.  REGARDING IMPLEMENTATION OF 

MARRIAGE LAW. 
14 RECEIVE MOTHER DIA, OSBM, GENERAL OF SISTERS OF ORDER OF ST. BASIL THE 

GREAT, ROME, FOR CANONICAL VISIT. 
16 MEETING OF ARCHIEPARCHIAL FINANCE MEETING. 
17 MOLEBEN AND LUNCHEON WITH CLERGY AND STAFF COMMEMORATING 15TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF INSTALLATION OF MOST REV. STEFAN SOROKA AS ARCHBISHOP OF 
PHILADELPHIA AND METROPOLITAN OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS OF USA. 

24 HOLY THURSDAY CELEBRATION OF VESPERS AND LITURGY OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT, 
BLESSING OF CHRISM, WASHING OF FEET AT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, PHILADELPHIA AT 10:30 AM. 

 EVENING SERVICE OF READING OF 12 PASSION GOSPELS. 
25 DIVINE LITURGY FOR FEAST OF ANNUNCIATION OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY AND 

LAYING OF HOLY SHROUD OF JESUS CHRIST. 
27 EASTER HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY AT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION. 



Shenandoah Parish Domes in process of being 
restored and waterproofed

Adapted from an article 
by Paul Caputo 

Through the years, 
problems caused by 
fire, water and other 
seemingly insurmountable 
issues, have threatened 
the very existence 
of the nation’s first 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
parish. Undeterred, 
the strong-willed and 
passionate parishioners 
and supporters of St. 
Michael’s Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, rallied 
each time to confront 
these challenges, 
ultimately strengthening 
the foundation and bonds 
of this historic Church 
community.

The roots of the parish 
are traced back to the late 19th century and a period of time known as the New Immigration 

Large pockets of Ukrainian Catholic immigrants settled in Shenandoah, Pennsylvania. They, along with the 
arrival of other southeastern Europeans groups saw the population of the town swell from 2,951 in 1870 
to 10,147 by 1880.  

In time, the Ukrainians longed for the opportunity to worship God as they had done in the “home country” 
and in 1884 petitioned Metropolitian Sembratovich “to give us your blessing to build churches so we may 
have here, all that is sacred in Rus.” Father Ivan (John) Wolansky was sent to America in response. 

The parish steadily grew, reaching 800 members, according to local newspaper reports. On January 18, 
1885, Father Wolansky called a parish meeting to announce plans to build a church. A church council 
was chosen to raise funds for this purpose. Every family was to donate $10.00, single persons $5.00 and  
monthly dues were set a $1.00 per family and 50 cents for individuals. Construction of the church began in 
October 1885. As work on the building progressed, nearing completion, unexpectedly the roof on the rising 
of the structure collapsed. The church was built a second time, this time reaching completion on November 
21, 1886.

(continued on next page)

St. Michael’s Dome in the process of being coated.
Photo: Christina Gray
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As the congregation continued to grow, there was soon a need for a larger church. In 1907, a plot of 
ground on Oak and Chestnut Streets was purchased and the following year the church and rectory were 
built. The first liturgy in this church was celebrated on Palm Sunday, in 1909. This building remained the 
place of worship for the Ukrainian Catholics until the morning of April 7, 1980. When the Church and 
all its priceless antiques, religious art, and icons were completely destroyed by fire. The rectory was also 
destroyed. The pastor at that time was Father John Bura. He along with the parishioners made immediate 
preparations to transform the church hall on West Center Street to an interim church and shortly thereafter, 
plans were made for the construction of the present church.

Construction of the present church began in August 1982. On November 27, 1983, the blessing of the 
cornerstone and first Liturgy were held. It is this church which is undergoing restoration and repair. 

When the physical integrity of the church structure began to waiver due to water leaks that could not be 
contained, the stark realization that the end for this proud, storied parish may be near, began to set in. 
Looking to explore all possible options to save the building, in September 2012, St Michael’s Financial 
Council chaired by its pastor Monsignor Myron Grabowsky authorized the hiring of an architect and 
building envelope specialist to conduct an evaluation of the Church building to review its existing conditions 
and to provide recommendations for repair. A preliminary study was completed in December 2012, and 
confirmed that the Church was in dire need of repairs to its domes, roofs, and building envelope (windows, 
doors and exterior walls). Further bad news was delivered when the report concluded that the price tag 
for these repairs would exceed $800,000. Undeterred, a dome restoration fund was established and the 
resilient parishioners went to work making pyrohy and engaging in a variety of other fundraising ventures 
with proceeds earmarked for this new account.

Given the scope of the needed repairs, it was decided to tackle this proposed project in phases. Phase I, 
for example, will address the Church building’s most critical needs:  repair and restoration of its leaking 
domes and roofing; sealing its building envelope; and upgrading and modernizing its electrical and lighting 
systems, including the installation of a fire alarm system. The cost of this phase is projected to be $623,800. 
Once the aforementioned repairs are completed, other phases of the project are anticipated. These include 
upgrades to the facility’s HVAC system, installing a handicapped accessible restroom on the first floor of the 
building, refinishing pews, replacing flooring, and painting the Church’s interior. The pews, floors, and walls 
and ceilings have been damaged by leaking water. The cost of these projects is estimated to be $213,975, 
placing the total cost of all repairs at $837,775.

The parishioners and supporters of St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church, like their 
predecessors, are determined to see that this birthplace of the Ukrainian Church in America 
not only survives, but thrives, enabling a new generation to worship in the tradition of 
the Eastern Rite. If you would like to donate to the restoration project please send checks 
or money orders to  St. Michael’s Church 114 South Chestnut St. Shenandoah Pa 17976. 
Donations can also be made online at www.first-ukrainian.com

May God grant the parish of St. Michael’s many years- Mnohaya Lita!

Shenandoah Parish Domes in process of being 
restored and waterproofed

(continued from previous page)
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‘CONFRONT THE DEFICIT’ CAMPAIGN PROGRESSES 
WITH GENEROUS DONORS

We are grateful to the many who have already 
generously and quickly responded to our appeal to 
assist in confronting the deficit.  The letter explaining 
the appeal is being reprinted for the information of 
our readers.  The understanding and generosity of 
many individuals and parishes has enabled us to 
begin the process.

Our Cathedral Rectory offices have relocated into 
the former convent building.  The former Cathedral 
Rectory building has received needed cosmetic work 
inside to prepare the space for rental use.  Plans are 
underway for the installation of an elevator between 
the school and convent buildings, so that one elevator 
may serve both buildings, providing easier access.  Two large containers of accumulated and unneeded 
items have been removed, allowing for more accurate planning for storage needs.  Telephone and internet 
access is also being planned in addition to central air conditioning for the relocated Cathedral rectory 
building.  Work is progressing well.  Staff of the Chancery and of the Cathedral has been very cooperative 
and helpful in the process.  

Your generous financial support is needed so that we may 
successfully proceed with the needed work and relocation of 
our Chancery, thereby allowing for the rental of the existing 
Chancery and former Cathedral office buildings.  This will 
generate income needed to ensure our ability to meet the 
financial needs of our archeparchy without placing additional 
burdens on the parishes.  Your timely and generous help will 
ensure the success of this challenging and monumental move. 

Our heartfelt gratitude to all who have so generously donated 
for our ‘Confront the Deficit’ campaign.  You are remembered 
in a special way in our prayers. God bless you generously in 
ways only He can!

DONATIONS RECEIVED TO FEBRUARY 29TH, 2016 
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$1 - 49 
Anna Serafin-Boland 
Mary Kordecki 
Rey & Connie Levkovich 
Jeanne Lakomski 
Agnes Homishak 
Gregory & Pat Kerek 
Peter Serba 
Wasyl Ciurpita & Inna Petrusenko 
Mary Belluch 
Donald & Anna Barron 
Sandy Zbierski 
John & Susan Sakson 
Nikolaus & Marion Holinaty 
Frank & Nina Balick 
Rosa Rasiak 
Anna Drabyk 
Alex & Bohdanna Chuchra 
 Jessie Kaciuba 
Anonymous 
Walter Wolansky, Jr. 
Helen Penkal 
Stanislawa Leskiw 
Hanna Schlachtun 
Francis Sluzar 
Helena Hrabyk 
Natalia Krawczuk 
Stephanie Stanton 
Robert & Katherine Rech 
Henry & Mary Pascucci 
Cynthia Turchek 
John Dubik 
Ivanna Sergeeva 
Christopher & Lois Sharkey 
Jacob & JoAnne Elko 
Catherine Jenkins 
Walter Pucher 
Nadia Worobij 
Daria Bekesewycz 
Joe, Vera, & Joseph Miller 
John Yatison 
Helen Hruszanyk 
Kateryna Hordowicz 
Alexandra Melnyk 
Bob & Lisa Dries 
Lioubov Iourkiv 
Carl David & Karen Watts 
Iryna Khromyak  
Nancy Palumbo 
Aleksandra Babyak 
Maria Slobodian 
Marie & Robert Ulanowicz 
Ihor & Svetlana Czuczuk 

Oksana Tkachuk 
Irene Mezick 
John Monsul 
Mildred Swyka 
Helen Lesko 
Ethel Bednarchek 
Walter & Joanne Kusen 
Leona Repeckyj 
Joan Posselt 
William & Christine Marych 
William Lypowy 
Robert & Sarah Moser 
Elizabeth Hubler 
Eugene & Mary Andrach 
Alexandra Griesel 
Volodimir Demtchichin 
Vira Sendzik 
Mark  & Kathleen Fine 
Carol Sieling 
Alexandra Stebelsky 
Mary Zukovich 
Maryann Bardys 
Sophie  Soniak 
Vera Sawchyn 
John Kostingo 
Michael & Zofia Chaban 
Vera Obuszczak 
David Fannick 
William Saley 
Maria Hud 
Joseph Roll 
Maria Lapinska 
Robert & Michelle Barbieri 
Jean Dronick 
Alexander I. Siomko 
Peter Zedonek 
Mary A. Belinsky 
Andrew Kapustiak 
 John Tutka 
Gerald &Tessie Reenock 
Nicholas Sekellick 
Michael Truchon 
Edward & Joan Stecco 
Charlie Calise 
Peter & Irene Mlynaryk 
Frank Peron, Jr. 
William & Michele Vervan 
Stewart  & Ruth Shear 
Justina Laychock 
Robert Colahan 
Paul & Rosemary Mizerak 
Nicholas Nester 

‘CONFRONT THE DEFICIT’ CAMPAIGN PROGRESSES 
WITH GENEROUS DONORS

(continued from previous page)
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(continued on next page)

Mark Howansky 
Elaine Ferrari 
Debra Ann Boyko-DeBrito 
Zenny & Theodora Martyniuk 
Linda Grasso 
 John & Dorothy Merchlinsky  
Joseph & Kathleen Felix 
Michael & Donna Sidlar 
Albert Ferkel 
Julie May Merenda 
Michael & Martha Augustine 
Edward & Mary Schwartz 
Carolina Moeck 
Allen Hladish 
Bohdana Hnatyk 
Joseph Gramas 
Nicholas Kotchision 
James Fromel, Jr. 
Michael & Mary Oresick 
Bob & Johanna Longenberger 
John Nazar 
Douglas Nefferdorf 
Myron Yourshaw 
Andrea Hustik 
Jaroslawa Skibicki 
Igor & Iryna Grach 
Nicholas & Nancy Tworischuk 
Josephine Trenzeluk 
Mary Grudza 
Ron & Linda Frekey 
Jean & David Pedley 
Evelyn Kalanick 
Andrzej & Krystyna Krol 
Magdalene Hocynec 
Nicholas & Carol Hanych 
Ivan & Oksana Galysh 
Ann & Eugene Rydel 
Edward & Marilyn Smolynetz 
Michael E. Minue 
Edward Piestrak 
John & Jennie Menio 
Lew M. Halas, Jr. 
Joseph Smagula 
Irene Flaherty 
Bohdanna Geleta 
Sonia Leskiw 
Osyp & Nadia Rinnyk 
Olena Korenovska 
William Fesio 
Hanna Ivanchuk 
Martha Dinich 
Lydia Barguik 
 

$50 - 99 
Roman Deneka 
Patricia Wynnycky 
Nina Vasyliv 
Peter Mosiondz, Jr. & Constance Mosiondz 
Elizabeth Paluszka 
Matthew & Lindsay Demczko 
John & Christine Smolock 
Stephan & Justine Kunderewicz 
Vera Pak 
Irene Daria Iwanczuk 
Sophie Ruiz 
Andrew & Oksana Sorokowski 
Mykhaylo & Lida Krokhtyak  
Igor & Daria Lissy 
George & Concetta Ruszin 
Oksana Wolchuk 
Rev. Deacon Michael Waak 
George & Justine Chapelsky 
Anna Marie Hirniak 
Eugene Muzyka 
Natalia Koropeckyj 
William & Irene Zin 
Ronald Kranchick 
Joseph & Patricia Paszek 
Bohdan & Diane Solonynka 
Daniel & Paulette Yonosh 
Ivan & Olha Chelak 
Myroslawa Stojko 
Carol Talaga 
Barbara Halamar 
Olga Horodecky 
Andrew Augustine 
Stefan & Helena Chalupa 
Walter Babych 
Luba Klachko 
Tamara Huryn 
Mary Prus 
Michael & Peg Chomiak 
Bohdana Bihun 
Daniel & Elaine Williams  
Reverend Volodymyr Baran 
Nadya Petryk 
Anne Dowhan 
Catherine Postupack 
Mary Kraynick 
Irene Bardys 
Lance & Susan Lohr 
Helen Ann Karol 
Michael Dycio 
Daria & Olha Paslawsky 
Daria Samotulka 
Theodore Slachtish 

MARCH 06, 2016  34

‘CONFRONT THE DEFICIT’ CAMPAIGN PROGRESSES 
WITH GENEROUS DONORS

(continued from previous page)



(continued on next page) (continued on next page)

Joan Cominsky 
Rokolana Burachynskyj 
Stephanie Snyder 
Alfred & Carol Hanson 
Frank & Stephanie Cyktor 
Dan Maresh  
Brian & Joanne Kawczenski 
Lawrence & Marilyn Demchik  
Virginia Thomas 
Schechterly Family 
Mykola & Oksana Dumyak 
Steven George & Anna King 
Bohdan & Irene Pastuszak 
Volodya & Larissa Krul 
Andrew Philipczak 
Lubomyr Kociuba 
Olena Danylova-Fink 
John Sereditch 
Maria Jackiw 
Patrykia Myr 
Walter & Barbara Leshniowsky 
Bohdan & Myra Futey 
Thomas Smolock 
Lyubov Pasynkova 
 
 
$100 - 199 
Roman & Myroslava Kucharskyy 
John & Barbara Yanoschak 
Maria Hawrysczuk 
Helen Terleski 
Dmytro & Margaret Berehowskyj 
Emilia Cap 
Paul & Estelle Berezowski 
Helen Lauricella 
Wolodymyr & Doreen Kolubinsky 
Kenneth Hutchins 
Ed & Mildred Kozak 
Eugene & Karen Brenycz 
Zoreslava Mysko 
Oleh & Olena Kolodiy 
Joanne & Philip Nonemaker 
John & Anna Yaworsky 
Ardian & Larissa Dolinsky 
Joseph & Vera Michalczyk 
Roman & Maria Mykyta 
Stephen Dulin, Jr. 
Stefan & Anna Makuch 
Danuta Dobrowolskyj 
James & Patricia Baker 
John & Stephanie Lezniak 
John & Caroline Jushchyshyn 
Kenneth Drake 

John & Doris Drabic 
Paul & Marion Rose 
Ronald & Ann Marie Mascenik 
Claudia Petruncio 
Charlene Meckes 
Mykhaylo & Pauline Kulynych 
Maria Sawycky 
Catherine Kalamon 
Basil & Andrea Romaniuk 
Clifford & Diane Frattone 
Richard Strayves 
Myron & Olha Hnyteyko 
Helen Komar 
Michael Pokrifscak 
Ann Marie Stek 
Catherine Charuk 
John Bandrowski 
Mary Yaremko 
Louise Pelaczyk 
Sharon Komanesky-DeVito 
Michael Wilson 
Sophia Kitwis 
Alexander & Ulana Prociuk 
Gloria Mae Bilinski 
Petro & Tanya Lisowsky 
Alvin Beretsky 
Vasyl Didura 
Stefania Perron 
Russell & Olga Hoysan   
Stephen & Dolores Skordinski 
Catherine Ganz 
Rev. D. George Worschak 
Missionary Sisters of Mother of God 
Joseph & Beverly Sarpa 
Rev. Deacon Michael Waak 
Ray Boyle, Jr. 
Michael R. Rivera 
Nicholas & Olga Hiriak 
Wasyl Salak 
Joseph & Mary Ann Wojtiw 
Joan Zaleski 
Bohdan & Halyna Mizak 
Jack & Patricia Ord 
John Hawryluk 
Markian Shust & Helene Kaiser  
Stacy Tees 
William & Teresa Car 
Russell M. Samilo 
Mary Ellen Keyes 
Michael & Paula Bartkovsky 
Maria Lapiska 
Yuriy & Olga Beyzik 
Tom & Mary Ann Potsko 
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Mary Ann Kulish 
Rosemarie Sember 
Florence Byrich 
Fred & Ann Block 
Michael & Elizabeth Kostick 
Charles Kalata 
Larry Brecht 
Andrew Pozda 
Thomas Ricci 
 Peter Krill & Linda Robinson 
Roman & Alison Maslij 
Boris Hlynsky 
John T. Bodnar, III 
Vladimira Zajac 
Rev. Ivan Turyk 
Walter & Nila Iwaskiw 
Ihor & Daria Kusznir 
Joe & Lesia Redgate 
Rev. Taras & Jaroslava Lonchyna 
Roman & Ann Peklak 
Thomas Musial & Martha Zubritzky 
George Hudicka 
Ted Kowalchyn, Jr. 
Shirley Budjako-Podratsky 
Marlene Nestrick 
Judy & Russ Gombos 
Vira & Mykhaylo Paranchak 
Joanne Kara 
Joseph Paslawsky 
Constance Calveric 
George & Nina Woskob 
Ihor Shust 
Stanley Kunda 
Michael & Eleanor Fufla 
Walter & Oksana Woronka 
Andrew & Ingrid Kohut 
Robert & Mary Hochmiller 
Joanna Lefchick 
Walter & Maryanne Bura 
Marie Maxymuik 
Ted & Natalia Shatynski 
James & Gretchen Jubinski 
Basil & Maria Panczak 
Richard & Mary Ann Sharpless 
St Michael U. C. Church - Shenandoah, PA 
 
 
$200 - 499 
Izydor & Halyna Kawa 
Bill Malinowski 
Dennis Curran 
Lydia Giffler 
Ivan & Nataliya Sytar 

Christina Dochwat 
Frank & Ferne Fisanich 
Lubomyr & Helen Pyrih 
Oleh & Tania Sklepkovych 
Ronald  Fonock 
Michael & Carol Ann Nunno 
Peter Szwedyk 
Ihor Dubchak 
Theodore Weron 
James & Anna Rehnert 
Yaroslaw & Marta Stawnychy 
Lubow Lesyk 
 
 
$1000 - 4999 
St. John the Baptist U. C. Church - Northampton, PA 
St. Basil U. C. Church - Chesapeake City, MD 
St. Nicholas U. C. Church - Wilmington, DE 
Oksana Korduba 
Christ the King U. C. Church - Philadelphia, PA 
Anne A. Losten 
St. Vladimir U. C. Church - Scranton, PA 
Mary Padykula 
Theodore & Kathy Plush 
Ss. Peter & Paul U. C. Church - Bridgeport, PA  
Ss. Peter & Paul U. C. Church - Nanticoke, PA 
Ss. Cyril & Methodius U. C. Church - Berwick, PA 
Most Rev. Stephen Sulyk 
Assumption of the BVM U. C. Church - Perth Amboy, NJ 
Ulana Bodnar 
Archbishop Stefan Soroka 
 
 
$5000 - 9999 
Irene Dochych 
Leonard & Helena Mazur 
Paul & Delores Hoover 
 
 
$10, 000 + 
Orysia Bartkiw 
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DONATIONS RECEIVED TO 
FEBRUARY 29TH, 2016 



METROPOLITAN ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA 
Ukrainian Catholic 

827 North Franklin Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19123-2097  

Phone (215) 627-0143 Fax (215) 627-0377  
ukrmet@ukrcap.org 

 
No.  665/2015 O       Office of the Metropolitan 
This Number Should be Prefixed to Your Reply 

 
December, 2015 

 
CONFRONT THE DEFICIT 

 
I want to share with you, the clergy and faithful of our Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 

Philadelphia, of a troubling situation facing us.  We are beginning to operate with annual deficits; that is 
not being able to meet the increasing costs facing the administration and operation of our archeparchy.  
I want to provide some information on the situation and offer a proposal to deal with the deficit. 

 
Part of the deficit is due to a good thing – the development of new missions and parishes.  This 

is a central mission of our Church and is an investment for our success in fulfilling our mission to 
evangelize.  The Archeparchy needs to be able to fulfill this mission zealously. 

 
Costs of maintaining buildings are rising for all of us.  It will be an increasing cause of our annual 

deficits.  The maintenance of our buildings in Philadelphia – the Cathedral, Cathedral Rectory, Cathedral 
Hall, Chancery, the former convent and former school buildings, and the Bishops’ Residence all have 
increased considerably.  All of the buildings are now in good repair and are sound structures.  However, 
we have too many buildings to maintain.  There is considerable underutilized space in the buildings next 
to our Cathedral.  This is simply beyond our continued ability to maintain financially. 

 
I propose adapting available space in the former convent building and in the school building to 

accommodate both the Cathedral Rectory and the Chancery operations.  Some accommodating and 
down-sizing will be required.  Yet, it is very feasible.  All of our operations would thus be located in the 
Cathedral complex of four buildings, securely fenced in and with parking.  Such a move would free up 
the existing Cathedral Rectory and the Chancery Building for rental income. This income would cover the 
deficit and provide necessary operating income without having to tax the parishes with additional 
burdens.  We have not placed an increase on parish taxes since 2005.  We well understand that parishes 
are also facing escalating costs of maintenance and operation. 

 
Such a move will require some funds to cover some required upgrades to the existing buildings.  

An elevator needs to be installed in the school building to facilitate handicap access.  We will have to do 
this at some time soon in any case.  Handicap access to the Cathedral Rectory will be via a new ramp.  
The area of the school building where Chancery facilities will be located will need the installation of 
telephone and computer access.  These are one-time costs.  The cost for such a move is estimated at  
$500,000.   
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The potential income from rental of the Cathedral Rectory and Chancery complex is estimated 

to be in excess of $ 300,000 annually.  It makes sense to adapt and make the move.  The alternative of 
meeting deficits by raising taxes on parishes or selling assets would be of short term benefit.  This move 
would generate a source of income beyond our existing capabilities. 

 
We have already begun the process.  The existing museum has been consolidated onto one 

floor. The Cathedral Rectory is in the process of moving into the former convent building.  Its current 
space will be prepared for rental.  We need to progress immediately with the installation of an elevator 
for the school building, the most costly need. 

 
My simple and heartfelt request of our parishes and of our faithful and friends of the 

Archeparchy is this.  Please help us by offering a generous donation to our campaign to “CONFRONT 
THE DEFICIT”.  Let’s be a part of responding to this challenge with a solution which will help for many 
years to come.  Your response will enable us to be the Church we are called to be by our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 
Thank you for your anticipated understanding and for your generous support enabling our 

moving forward!  God bless you in ways only He can! 
 

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To donate make checks payable to:  Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia 
827 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA  19123 

To donate on the web using PayPal, please visit our website and select the option to support the 
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia 

http://www.ukrarcheparchy.us/index.php?categoryid=105 
 

Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
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Head of Ukrainian Catholic Church consoled by pope’s words

Tuesday, 23 February 
2016

The Head of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church said 
he was consoled by 
Pope Francis’ words 
of understanding 
and tenderness after 
he expressed the 
disappointment of 
Ukrainians with a joint 
declaration signed by 
the pope and the Russian 
Orthodox patriarch.

The pope’s remarks were 
“truly the opening of the 
doors of mercy,” said 
Archbishop Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk of Kiev-Halych, 
head of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church.
Pope Francis and Russian 
Orthodox Patriarch Kirill 
of Moscow signed a joint 
declaration in Cuba Feb. 
12 and, in an interview the 
next day, the archbishop 
said it contains unclear 
statements on the war 
in Eastern Ukraine 
and on the identity of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church. He also said 
his people were deeply 
disappointed in the 
declaration’s wording.

Responding Feb. 17 to 
a reporter’s questions 
about the archbishop’s 
critique, Pope Francis 
said everyone has a right 
to his or her own opinions 
about the declaration 
and the archbishop’s 

criticisms must be read in 
light of the experience of 
Ukrainian Catholics.

But Pope Francis also 
spoke about how 
his friendship with 
Archbishop Shevchuk 
began when they were 
both ministering in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
and how the archbishop 
had given him an icon of 
Our Lady of Tenderness, 
which is one of the few 
things he asked to have 
brought to the Vatican 
after his election in 
2013.

Mentioning their 
friendship and the icon, 
the archbishop said, “he 
is inviting us to lower our 
voices. You cannot have 
a dialogue shouting.”

In an interview with 
Catholic News Service in 
Rome Feb. 23, Archbishop 
Shevchuk said he was 
pleased that even for the 
pope, the declaration “is 
not the word of God, 
it is not a page of the 
Holy Gospel,” but rather 
offers indications for 
discussion.

The archbishop said 
that when the pope-
patriarch meeting was 
first announced, “my 
spontaneous reaction 
was, ‘Finally,’ and I 
was pleased that Pope 
Francis repeated almost 

the same when he 
embraced Patriarch 
Kirill” in Havana.

“I think that the very 
gesture is sacred -- we 
are supposed to meet, 
we are supposed to 
talk, but that meeting is 
only a tool to start true, 
sincere dialogue,” the 
archbishop said.

The desire for mutual 
respect and closer 
cooperation among 
Catholics and Orthodox 
in Ukraine is not in 
question, he said, 
but the declaration’s 
depiction of the situation 
in Eastern Ukraine and 
the terminology used to 
describe the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church are.

In encouraging an end 
to tensions between 
Orthodox and Eastern-
rite Catholics, the 
declaration referred to 
the churches that are in 
full union with Rome as 
“ecclesial communities,” 
a phrase usually used to 
designate communities 
the Catholic Church 
believes are lacking 
valid sacraments and 
apostolic succession. 
Yet, clearly, as part of 
the Catholic Church 
that does not apply to 
Ukrainian Catholics, he 
said.

The declaration’s 

affirmation that the 
Ukrainian Catholic and 
other Eastern Catholic 
churches have the right 
“to undertake all that is 
necessary to meet the 
spiritual needs of their 
faithful, while seeking 
to live in peace with 
their neighbors,” the 
archbishop said, is “a 
step forward.”

However, the 
declaration’s recognition 
that the Eastern churches 
have a “right to exist” 
makes no sense, he 
said, because “it’s not 
that we need anyone’s 
permission to exist.”

“The Lord resurrected us 
to full life 25 years ago 
after the fall of the Soviet 
Union,” he added.

Under Soviet rule, the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church was illegal 
and functioned in 
the underground; in 
ecumenical dialogues 
at the time the Russian 
Orthodox claimed the 
church did not exist. Once 
the Soviet Union dissolved 
and the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church began 
functioning publicly, 
some Orthodox claimed 
its very existence was an 
attempt to encroach on 
the “canonical territory” 
of the Orthodox.

(continued on next page)
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Along with other Eastern 
Catholic churches, 
Archbishop Shevchuk 
said, “we are churches, 
‘sui iuris’ churches 
(having their own law). 
We conserve the Eastern 
C a t h o l i c -O r t h o d o x 
s p i r i t u a l - l i t u r g i c a l 
tradition, but we are in 
full communion with the 
successor of Peter.”

Being part of the universal 
Catholic Church, he 
said, should preserve 
Ukrainian and other 
Eastern Catholics from 
excessive “provincialism, 
very narrow nationalism, 
and opens us to real, 
open ecumenical 
dialogue. Being Catholic 
today means being 
ecumenical.”

The other problem with 

Head of Ukrainian Catholic Church consoled by pope’s words

the declaration, the 
archbishop said, is how 
it seems to hint that the 
war in Eastern Ukraine is 
a civil war and not one 
involving both Russian 
troops and Russian 
support.

The declaration invited 
“all sides involved in 
the conflict to prudence, 
to social solidarity and 
to action aimed at 
constructing peace.” 
The pope and patriarch 
also said, “We invite 
our churches in Ukraine 
to work toward social 
harmony, to refrain 
from taking part in the 
confrontation and to 
not support any further 
development of the 
conflict.”
In announcing the 
Cuba meeting, Russian 

Orthodox Metropolitan 
Hilarion of Volokolamsk, 
director of foreign 
relations for the Moscow 
Patriarchate, said the 
Russian Orthodox still 
see the Eastern Catholics 
as an obstacle to 
normalized relations. 
However, he said the 
need for joint efforts 
to defend the rights of 
persecuted Christians 
in the Middle East was 
more pressing.

In addition to calling for 
protection and respect 
for religious minorities, 
the declaration also 
urged Catholics and 
Russian Orthodox to 
work together to fight 
secularization, to protect 
the environment and 
to defend definitions of 
marriage and family life.

“It is good to be united 
because of so many 
common challenges 
in today’s world,” 
Archbishop Shevchuk 
said, “but I think that 
real ecumenism is the 
search for unity in the 
name of one God, not 
one enemy.”

The permanent synod of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church was to meet in 
Rome beginning Feb. 27 
and its members hoped 
to have a meeting 
with Pope Francis, the 
archbishop said.

http://news.ugcc.ua/
e n / n ew s / h e ad _ o f _
uk ra i n i an_ca t ho l i c _
church_consoled_by_
popes_words_76041.
html

Pope Francis: wealth and power must serve common good

24/02/2016 
 
(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis dedicated his General Audience on Wednesday to the theme of  proper 
disposition expected by Christian faith toward the goods of the world, saying that they serve the common 
good if used in accordance with the demands of justice, charity and mercy, though they become a source 
of corruption and death if used selfishly and arrogantly.

The Holy Father went on to discuss the Biblical account of Naboth, a man unjustly put to death so that King 
Ahab might take possession of his property. Departing from his prepared text, the Pope recommended the 
slim, powerful volume by St. Ambrose of Milan, the great 4th century bishop and Doctor of the Church, on 
the account in 1 Kings 21, as especially pertinent and helpful Lenten reading. “This is not a story from other 
times,” he said. “It is a story of today, as well, a story of the powerful who exploit the poor, who exploit 
the people for their own gain. It is the story of human trafficking, of slave labor, of poor people who work 
‘under the table’ and for a pittance in order to enrich the powerful – it is the story of corrupt politicians who 

(continued on next page)
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want more and more. For this, I said it would do us well to read St. Ambrose’s book on Naboth – because 
it is a book about current events.”

Pope Francis went on to say that Jesus tells us that we show our greatness not by domineering but by 
humbly serving one another.  “Just as the Lord sent the prophet Elijah to call Ahab to repentance, he sent 
his Son to show the power of his mercy which triumphs over sin and injustice,” he said.

Pope Francis concluded with a call that we all during this Holy Year ask the Lord to draw near to sinners, 
to show us His mercy, and to redeem the many situations of injustice in our world by the power of His 
grace and forgiveness.

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2016/02/24/pope_francis_wealth_and_power_must_serve_common_
good/1210781

Pope Francis: wealth and power must serve common good

Pope Francis: It’s never too late for conversion

By Ann Schneible 

Vatican City, Feb 28, 2016 - God’s patience towards sinners is without limit, yet the time for conversion is 
now, Pope Francis said during his Sunday Angelus address at the Vatican.
“It is never too late to convert, but it is urgent, it is now! Let us begin today,” said the Pope Feb. 28 to the 
crowds in St. Peter’s Square.

Delivering his remarks before leading those present in the Marian prayer, the Pope spoke on Jesus’ “invincible 
patience,” explaining how God’s “unyielding concern for sinners” should provoke impatience in ourselves.

“Have you thought of God’s patience? Have you even thought of his unyielding concern for sinners, how this 
should provoke impatience against ourselves?”

“It is never to late to convert! Never! Up until the last moment: The patience of God who waits for us.” 
Pope Francis recounted the story from St. Therese of Lisieux, who prayed for the conversion of a criminal 
who had been condemned to death, and had refused interventions from the priest. It was not until his final 
moment that he took the Crucifix held by the priest and kissed it.

“The patience of God! And he does the same with us, with all of us!” the Pope said. “And this is his 
mercy.”

Reflecting on the day’s readings, Pope Francis remarked how everyday newspapers report on violence and 
catastrophes. He tied this to the Gospel reading which refers to two tragic events of the time: the Romans 
sacking the temple, and the collapse of the Siloam tower in Jerusalem which killed eighteen people.

The Pope says Jesus knows his listeners are “superstitious” in interpreting such events as punishment for 
sins.
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“Jesus definitively refutes this point of view, because God does not permit tragedies to punish sins,” he said, 
but “asserts that those poor victims were no worse than others.”

Rather, Jesus uses these examples as warnings that sinners will perish as these victims did if they do not 
repent, the Pope added, citing the Gospel.

Even today, there is the temptation to blame disasters on the victims, “or even on God himself,” the pontiff 
said.

However, in order to take the path of the Gospel, Jesus “calls us to change our heart, to radically make an 
about turn in our life, abandoning our compromises with evil,” the Pope said, citing hypocrisy as an example. 
“I think we all have in us a little bit of hypocrisy,” he said in an off-the-cuff remark.

Stressing the need for conversion, the Pope warned against the temptation toward self-justification: “From 
what do we need to convert? Are we not all good people, believers, even sufficiently practicing?”  
 
Despite being like the fig tree which fails to produce fruit, Jesus “with limitless patience” delays killing the tree 
for another year, Pope Francis observed. 

He reflected on the Jubilee Year of Mercy as a year of grace, the period in the Church and our lives before 
Christ’s “glorious return,” and which is “punctuated by a certain number of Lents which offer us opportunities 
for repentance and salvation.”

The Jubilee of Mercy is an Extraordinary Holy Year which officially commenced December 8 – the Solemnity 
of the Immaculate Conception – with the opening of the Holy Door in St. Peter’s Basilica. It will close Nov. 
20, 2016 with the Solemnity of Christ the King.

After the recitation of the Angelus, Pope Francis reflected on the ongoing crisis of refugees fleeing from “war 
and other inhumane situations.”

He especially acknowledged Greece and other countries “on the front line” for their work in offering 
“generous assistance” to those crossing their borders, and called on the international community for a 
“unanimous response” in helping distribute the weight of the crisis.

“For this reason, we need to firmly and unreservedly focus on negotiations,” he said.

The pontiff went on to welcome “with hope” the current ceasefire in Syria involving government and rebel 
forces, which has entered its second day.

“I invite all to pray so that this window of opportunity can give relief to the suffering people, encouraging the 
necessary humanitarian aid, and open the way to dialogue and much desired peace,” he said.
Pope Francis went on to extend his “closeness” to the  people of Fiji, where tropical cyclone Winston killed 
more than 40 people and left tens of thousands more homeless.
 
“I pray for the victims and for those engaged with the relief efforts.”

http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-its-never-too-late-for-conversion-70124/

Pope Francis: It’s never too late for conversion
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Nuncio Gugerotti paid tribute to Heroes of the 
Heavenly Hundred

19 February 2016

Оn February 18, on the anniversary of commemoration of the Heroes of the Heavenly Hundred, Apostolic 
Nuncio in Ukraine Claudio Gugerotti commemorated those deceased for our country’s dignity by laying 
flowers at the cross on Institutska Street (now the street of the Heroes of Heavenly Hundred) and by 
prayering in the chapel dedicated to the heroes.

“The first thing I intended to do is to honor those who died for the ideal,” the Nuncio said. “In this world 
one of the most difficult things is to have an ideal. Sometimes it seems that money is the only ideal in this 
world. But there are also people today who dream of something greater and better for their nation. It is 
very important for the whole world, the Church, and also for us believers because we are taught that there 
are different values - spiritual ones – in 
this world.”

After honoring the Heroes, the Nuncio 
assured journalists that he would soon 
meet with Pope Francis and report to him 
on the situation in Ukraine.

Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti went on 
a trip to eastern Ukraine afterwards in 
order to “let the people who live there 
feel they are not rejected.”

http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/
catholics/apostolic_nunciatura/62569/

Parishioners of UGCC Church in Ternopil made more than 
60 thousand varenyky for ATO soldiers

1 March 2016

Parishioners of Velyki Berezovychi deanery of Ternopil-Zboriv eparchy of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church arranged volunteer aid for the ATO soldiers.

 The villagers made over 60,000 varenyky. Along with other products, they were sent to the Ukrainian 
military in the East. In addition, children from several surrounding villages made greeting cards and gifts 
featuring national symbols.

The aid was sent to the volunteer battalion, which is on station in Avdiyivka, the archeparchy reports. Some 
products have been distributed already on the way to the Ukrainian military in Novomyhaylivtsi

http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/community/faith_and_weapon/62675/



The Apostolic Nuncio to Ukraine visits frontline in 
Donetsk region

25 February 2016

Apostolic Nuncio Claudio Gugerotti visited the frontline zone of 
Donetsk region to see firsthand what is happening there, and 
then share his experience with Pope Francis.

On February 24th, the Holy See envoy met with the mayor of 
Kramatorsk and IDPs living in the city and visited the charity 
fund “Caritas Kramatorsk” “Eastern Project” reports.

First, Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti visited the municipal 
executive council, where he discussed some humanitarian issues 
with Mayor Andriy Pankov. But the main topic was the issue of 
IDPs and their adaptation.
 
After meeting with the mayor, the Archbishop visited the charity foundation “Caritas Kramatorsk,” whose 
activities are centered on aid to IDPs. There the honorable guest had a conversation with representatives 
of the Council of Churches of Kramatorsk, adviser to the Minister of Social Policy Olexandr Voroshkov, as 
well as the leadership of Popasnaja district, Luhansk region.
 
As for the purpose of his visit, the Archbishop said that he came, in the first place, to “convey the Pope’s 
support for the people of Donbas and reassure people that their problems are very close to the Holy 
See.”

 Talking to the Apostolic Nuncio, representatives of evangelical churches underscored the extreme importance 
and uniqueness of the interaction of Christians of various denominations in the field of charitable and 
volunteer activities in Kramatorsk. It was noted that Caritas foundation played a key role in this activity and 
it was noted that in addition to material assistance, the IDPs need spiritual and psychological support.

 This position was supported by the president of “Caritas Ukraine” Andriy Vaskovych:   “It is important not 
only to give people material help, but faith and hope for the future. From my experience I can say that 
people, who experienced the horrors of war, are inspired with optimism when they feel kind and human 
attitude. And our task is to become such inspirers.”
 
Only over 6 months of last year, “Caritas Kramatorsk” allocated more than 4.5 million of food and medical 
supplies to the needy. Recently, the Charitable Foundation has also begun to perform its activities in Luhansk 
region, especially in front-line zone.

After the meeting with and acquaintance with  “Caritas Kramatorsk” personnel, Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti 
expressed desire to meet with the representatives of the youth platform Vilna Khata, to communicate with 
young people of Kramatorsk and to visit the internally displaced families residing in the city.

http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/catholics/apostolic_nunciatura/62639/
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“We would like to be the voice of the suffering Ukraine”, 
Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk about the visit to Rome

4 March 2016

On March 3, 2016, Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk, leader of the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church, with bishops of Permanent 
Synod celebrated a hierarchical Divine Liturgy at the high altar 
of the Roman basilica of St Mary Major. A very large number 
of priests concelebrated; the liturgy was sung by the choir of 
the Ukrainian College of St Josaphat, and the central nave 
of the church was packed with the faithful, informs Gregory 
Dipoppo.

The sermon was given in Ukrainian, but at the end of the ceremony, His Beatitude briefly addressed in 
Italian those who might happen to be present as pilgrims in the basilica, which is of course a focal point of 
the Jubilee celebrations and devotions in Rome. He spoke of the persecutions which the Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic Church has undergone over the years, and how “the voice of the Evil One” (la voce del maligno) 
tried 70 years ago to force the Church which he leads to renounce its fidelity to See of Peter. He then 
stated that the same voice now seeks to convince them to become Orthodox or join the Patriarchate of 
Moscow “so as not to be an obstacle.” The celebration of the Divine Liturgy in a Pontifical Basilica in Rome, 
therefore, is a concrete sign of the continuing fidelity of the UGCC to the See of Peter.

http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/catholics/ugcc/62714

Ukrainian Greek Catholic bishops to have private audience 
with pope Francis in Rome

4 March 2016 

Permanent Synod of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church will 
hold a meeting with Pope Francis on Saturday, 5 March.

Archbishop-emeritus of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, 
Patriarch Lyubomyr (Husar) made a statement at a briefing 
while opening of the exhibition “Toward the Light of Resurrection 
through the thorns of the catacombs”, Ukrinform reports.

“Permanent Synod, ie the six bishops who now are in Rome,will meet on Saturday, March 5, 2016, with 
the Holy Father” Husar said.

Recall that on February 12 in Cuban capital of Havana the first ever meeting of Pope and Patriarch of 
Moscow was held, as a result of which the head of the Catholic Church Francis and the Patriarch of Moscow 
Kirill signed a joint declaration. The themes of the declaration related to the evaluation of the events in 
Ukraine caused a powerful reaction both in Ukraine and among the Ukrainians in other countries.

http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/catholics/vatikan/62718/
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The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church to fight corruption 
through the Confession, head of the Church states

26 February 2016

UGCC will neither give absolution of sins nor administer  Holy Communion to those who do not repent 
this sin and do not refuse to participate in illegal dealings.

His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk, Head of the UGCC said in an interview in an edition of Focus.

“We want to fight this phenomenon not through canonical sanctions, but especially in the sacrament of 
Penance format. After all, corruption is a serious sin. If a person recurrently sins and repents, what is 
the sense of that confession? To confess, you must first repent and resolve not to commit sinful acts any 
more. Anyone who knowingly and willfully refuses to repent the sin of corruption, cannot be granted 
absolution of their sins and receive Holy Communion,” he said.

“Unfortunately, many Ukrainians got to like this sin and do not feel the gravity of it,” His Beatitude 
Sviatoslav added.

The Patriarch compared the sin of corruption with bad food.

“You never give your children bad food, because it may harm their health. Corruption is precisely 
this food. Accepting corruption, we therefore give our children bad society. Each of us should feel 
responsible for it,” said the hierarch.

http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/community/religion_and_society/62652/


