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Congratulations, God’s Blessings & Best Wishes to 
His Grace Most Reverend Stefan Soroka

on the 15th Anniversary

of Your investiture 
as Metropolitan-
Archbishop for

 the Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia & 
Metropolia of the
 United States

Installation of Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka 
15 years ago on February 27, 2001. 

May the Good Lord continue to bless you
 for many years to come!

The Clergy, Monastic Orders & All the People of God of the
 Archeparchy of Philadelphia along with all the Chancery Staff
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The Most Reverend Stefan Soroka Celebrates His Fifteenth 
Anniversary as the Sixth Archbishop of The Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia and Metropolitan of The Ukrainian 

Catholic Church in The United States of America

Fifteen years ago on 
February 27, 2001, the 
Most Reverend Stefan 
Soroka was enthroned as 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia.  The  
Мetropolitan entered 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception 
in Philadelphia, PA, 
accompanied by thirty-
five bishops, including 
four cardinals, following 
a procession of 400 
children and altar 
boys throughout the 
Archeparchy and 200 
members of the clergy 
and religious.  

The Installation Ceremony 
began with a greeting 
by His Beatitude Major 
Archbishop Lubomyr 

Cardinal Husar followed 
by the reading of the 
Papal Bull of appointment 
from Pope John Paul II 
by Archbishop Gabriel 
Montalvo, Apostolic 
Nuncio to the United 
States. 

Cardinal Husar and 
Archbishop Montalvo 
then led Metropolitan 
Soroka to the Episcopal 
chair, the “cathedra” 
where he was seated, 
or “enthroned” after 
the Apostolic Nuncio 
exclaimed, “Receive this 
pastoral staff with which 
you are to shepherd 
Christ’s flock entrusted to 
your care. Axios!”  

After the enthronement 
ceremony, all the clergy 
of the Philadelphia 
Archeparchy came 
forward to express their 
promise of obedience to 
the new Metropolitan.

During his homily, 
Metropolitan Soroka, 
referenced the reading 
of the Papal Bull by 
His Grace, Archbishop 
Montalvo at the beginning 
of the installation, wherein 
it describes a bishop as 
a good shepherd who 
knows the sheep and 
whose sheep know him.  

A bishop should stand in 
the midst of his people 
as “One Who Serves”, 
(Metropolitan Soroka’s 
motto.)

Metropolitan Soroka 
stated, “This is expressed 
in the verses preceding 
today’s Gospel reading 
from St. John where the 
shepherd is described as 
one who enters through 
the gate first, and then 
calls each of his own by 
name, and the sheep 
hear his voice and 
follow him, because they 
recognize his voice. The 
Gospel reading we heard 
cites the good shepherd 
as one who knows his 
sheep and they know 
him. The good shepherd 
is prepared to lay down 
his life for his sheep. And, 
the good shepherd must 
also lead and call other 
sheep who do not belong 
to this fold, and they too 
will recognize his voice, 
and there will be one 
flock, one shepherd.” 

He continued, “Those of 
us called to leadership 
in our Church are called 
to lead by example. We 
cannot expect our people 
to do anything which we 
would be unwilling to 
do with them. As your 

shepherd, I am called 
to be among the priests, 
religious and people 
enough that you will 
recognize my voice and 
trust my heart.  I must have 
enough courage to go 
first, compassion enough 
to choose a safe path for 
the weakest among you, 
and confidence enough 
to know that you will 
follow if I lead.”

On this, the Fifteenth 
Anniversary of 
the Installation of 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka, the 
entire clergy and 
faithful of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia offer 
our joyous wishes 
and greetings to 
Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka as he 
continues his journey of 
service to our Lord and 
to all of our people.

Many Happy and 
Blessed Years!  Na 
Mnohaya i Blahaya 
Lita!
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15th
Anniversary

February
27,
2001
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VENERATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
FEBRUARY 28, 2016

MARK 8:34-9:1

The Lord said:  “Whoever wishes to come after Me must deny Himself, take up 
his cross and follow Me.  For whoever wishes to save his life, but whoever loses 
his life for My sake and that of the gospel will save it.  What does it profit a 
man to gain the whole world and to lose his life in the process?  What can one 
give in exchange for his life?  Whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this 
faithless and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of when He 
comes in His Father’s glory with the holy angels. 
 
He also said to them:  “Amen, I say unto you, there are some standing here who 
will not taste death until they see the Kingdom of God come in power.”

“WE ADORE YOUR CROSS, O CHRIST, AND WE GLORIFY YOUR HOLY RESURRECTION”

On the third Sunday of 
the Great Fast (Lent), we 
place the cross, nicely 
decorated with flowers, 
on the tetrapod for the 
faithful to pay homage 
throughout the entire 
week.  We know that 
Jesus saved mankind 
from sin by dying on the 
cross.  Crucifixion was 
the ultimate punishment 
for those who committed 
the most terrible crimes.  
Jesus the Totally Sinless 
One carried the cross, an 
act of extreme humility, 
and died on the cross 
who save us sinners.
 
Surely the crowd that 
was shouting:  “Crucify 
Him!  Crucify Him!” was 
not thinking clearly, but 
was spiritually clouded 
by their rage, their 
anger, their frenzy, 
and fear of what might 
happen to  them.  The 
leaders of the synagogue 
were jealous of Jesus’ 

following:  “Look, the 
whole world has gone 
after Him.” (John 12:19)  
They conspired against 
Jesus and were waiting 
for an opportunity to 
get rid of Him.  He was 
placed into the hands of 
evil men who put Jesus 
the Lord to death.

What looked like defeat 
in the eyes of men would 
become the sign of victory 
over opponents and 
victory over even death 
itself.  For after the death 
of the Lord on the cross 
came the resurrection 
– new life.  Three days 
after the cross, Jesus 
rose from the tomb and 
conquered death by 
death and bestowed life 
to those faithful servants 
in the tombs who were 
awaiting His coming 
and release from the 
bonds that the devil had 
over them.  Death could 
not hold the Lord, the 

Source of Life itself.  The 
Resurrection of the Lord 
is but a promise to us His 
faithful servants that we 
too shall one day rise to 
new life – to live forever 
with the Lord and Master 
forever in heaven.

Death, the end of this 
temporal life, is for the 
believer a transition 
to eternal life – to live 
forever in heaven with 
the Most Blessed Trinity, 
the Mother of God and 
all the saints.  Since 
there is an after-life for 
all eternity, it would do 
one well to contemplate 
upon the mystery of life 
and death and to choose 
one’s actions wisely.  We 
true-believing Chrsitians 
are to seek to do good 
and to avoid all that is 
evil.

Since not all desire to 
do the good required 
of us by God, one may 

suffer for the sake of 
goodness.  This should 
come as no surprise to 
us because our Lord told 
His disciples that they 
would be treated in like 
manner as He.  For no 
servant is greater than 
his Master. And if Jesus, 
the Master of all, suffered 
such things – endured 
the passion and carried 
His Cross, so too would 
we His faithful disciples.  

So let us take up our 
cross daily and follow 
in the footsteps of the 
Master, knowing well 
that after the cross 
comes the Resurrection 
– new life, eternal life – 
to live forever with God 
in heaven. 

Rev. D. George 
Worschak
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Swarthmore, PA Parish holds Lenten Vespers
Lenten Vespers were held on Sunday, February 14, 
2016 at 4 pm at Holy Myrrh-bearers Church in 
Swarthmore, Pa. by the clergy of the Philadelphia 
Deanery. Father John Ciurpita, host pastor, was the 
main celebrant and Father Walter Pasicznyk was the 
homilist. Confessions were heard by Msgr. Waslo 
Waslo, dean of the Philadelphia Deanery and 
Father Edward Higgins. Since the First Sunday of 
the Great Fast is also the Triumph of Orthodoxy, the 
Triumph of Icons, a procession with the holy icons 
was held at th end of the service, after which the 
faithful came forward for the kissing of the Gospel 
Book and to venerate the icons. After the service, 
light refreshments were served in the social hall.

Passaic Parish Holds Forgiveness Vespers

On Sunday, February 7, 2016 parishioners from St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Passaic, New 
Jersey gathered together along with clergy to take part in the solemn service of Forgiveness Vesper. The 
main celebrant and preacher for the evening service was Rev. Ivan Turyk. Con-celebrants were Rev. Andriy 
Dudkevych and Rev. Ruslan Romanyuk.
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COME AND ATTEND 
THE SPECIAL DIVINE LITURGY IN CELEBRATION OF THE 

MOST SOLEMN AND EXTRAORDINARY JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 
INAUGURATED BY HIS HOLINESS – POPE FRANCIS 

WITH HIS GRACE 
METROPOLITAN STEFAN SOROKA 

AT THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF THE 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2016 AT 10:00 a.m. 
His Grace, Metropolitan Stefan Soroka will celebrate the special Divine Liturgy 
inaugurating the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy here in the Golden-Domed 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception on Sunday, February 
28, 2016 beginning at 10 a.m. Come to celebrate with His Grace, Metropolitan 
Stefan Soroka at this Most-Festive Occasion. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me a sinner. 
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Celebrate the Rite of Opening of the Door of Mercy
at Assumption Church, Perth Amboy, NJ.

Just as Pope Francis opened the Holy Door at St. 
Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican and at St. John Lateran, 
Rome, so too His Grace Metropolitan Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy 
chose certain church doors in the Archeparchy as 
Holy Doors to mark the Holy Year. The faithful can 
receive special graces by walking through the Holy 
Door, receiving Communion, going to confession and 
praying for the intentions of the Holy Father.

The Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Perth Amboy, NJ was designated as 
a special pilgrimage site for the Extraordinary Jubilee 
Year of Mercy declared by Pope Francis. This honor 
and blessing for our parish will take place on Sunday, 
February 28th, 2016 at 5:00 pm with celebration of 
“Akathist to The Divine Passion of Christ”. The main 
celebrant and homilist will be Rev. Taras Lonchyna, 
Dean for the New Jersey parishes and pastor of St. 
Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church, Trenton, NJ.  The 
Sacrament of confession will be available before and 
during the service. All faithful are welcome to come to 
pray with us and to seek special blessings during the 
Jubilee Year of Mercy by walking through the main 
door of Assumption Church - our Door of Mercy.

Year of Mercy Column for Feb 21: The Mercy of the Cross

The beginning of Lent is 
the time when we focus on 
taking up our daily cross 
in imitation of Christ. The 
cross we bear is about 
more than suffering a 
serious disease or the death 
of a loved one or living 
without enough income to 
cover expenses. It means 
sacrificing our own will to 
that of the Father’s—doing 
what He wants, not what 
we want.

It’s a paradox, though, that 
in sacrificing our own will, 
we find true freedom. This 

is what Jesus meant when 
he said “My yoke is easy, 
my burden light.”

If life’s purpose lies in 
getting what we want, as 
our culture insists, then 
freedom becomes a very 
big deal. Freedom, we 
think, is what allows us to 
exercise our “inalienable 
right” to the pursuit of 
happiness. With this view 
of freedom, it’s easy to feel 
threatened by constraint of 
any kind. Our instinct is to 
resist it with all our might, 
for it impedes our ability 

to live the life we think we 
want.

For the more we rely on 
others or others rely on 
us, the less free we are 
to go wherever we wish 
to go, pursue whatever 
we wish to pursue and do 
whatever we wish to do. 
Love constrains us. And 
in a society devoted to 
personal self-fulfillment, the 
cost of love often seems 
too high.

For followers of Jesus, 
the “free” person is the 

one no longer plagued 
by the burdensome quest 
for money, pleasure, 
possessions, social status 
or political power—the 
very things that our 
culture says will satisfy our 
deepest wants and make 
us happy.

Our prayer today: We 
thank you today, Lord, that 
in your merciful cross we 
find true freedom.

-Mr. Peter Yaremko
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St. Mary’s Chapel inaugurated Eparchial Holy Door 
for Year of Mercy 

  
On February 7th, Bishop Paul Chomnycky, Eparch 
of Stamford, inaugurated the door, opening to 
the Chapel of St. Mary’s Villa in Sloatsburg, NY, 
as an Eparchial Holy Door for the Year of Mercy, 
encouraging the faithful to visit the Chapel during the 
year, to pray and participate in the Holy Mysteries of 
Confession and the Holy Eucharist.

Over 100 faithful were present to participate in 
a blessing of the Holy Door and then pray in the 
Chapel. Msgr. John Terlecky, Chaplain; Very Rev. 
Kiril Angelov, Chancellor; and Very Rev. Roman 
Malyarchuk, Rector of St. Basil’s Seminary, joined 
Bishop Paul in the blessing service, which concluded 
with the beautiful ritual of Forgiveness for Forgiveness Sunday. Following the service, the Sisters Servants 
invited all of the faithful for refreshments in their dining room. 

Many of the participants expressed their gratitude for this very special spiritual experience, and left with the 
words, “We will be back!”

The Sisters Servants pray that our chapel may be, as Pope Francis says, “ a Holy Door that becomes a Holy 
Door of Mercy through which anyone who enters will experience the love of God, Who consoles, pardons, 
and instills hope.” During the Jubilee Year, the Sisters Servants will include in the diocesan newspapers a 
series of pictures and articles describing the corporal works of mercy of Blessed Josaphata Hordashevska, 
foundress.

In celebrating this Jubilee Year of Mercy, we invite the faithful to come and pray with us on a monthly basis 
throughout the year, and at any time you feel the need to come and pray on your own. Our first day of 
communal prayer will be held on Sunday March 13th, with a Divine Liturgy celebrated at 10:00am in St. 
Mary’s Chapel by Rev. Archpriest Daniel Troyan, Archeparchy of Philadelphia.

Sr. Kathleen Hutsko, SSMI
http://ssmi-us.org/



Seven corporal works of mercy
- To feed the hungry.
- To give drink to the thirsty.
- To clothe the naked.
- To shelter the homeless.
- To visit the sick.
- To visit the imprisoned.
- To bury the dead.

Seven spiritual works of mercy
- To admonish the sinner.
- To instruct the ignorant.
- To counsel the doubtful.
- To comfort the sorrowful. 
- To bear wrongs patiently.
- To forgive all injuries.
- To pray for the living and the dead.

Prayer of Pope Francis for the Year of Mercy

Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father,

and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him.
Show us your face and we will be saved.

Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by money;
the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created things;

made Peter weep after his betrayal,
and assured Paradise to the repentant thief.

Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words that you spoke to 
the Samaritan woman:

“If you knew the gift of God!”
 

You are the visible face of the invisible Father,
of the God who manifests his power above all by forgiveness and mercy:
let the Church be your visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified.

You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in weakness
in order that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error:

let everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved, and forgiven 
by God.

 
Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with His anointing,
so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord,

and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news to the poor,
proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed,

and restore sight to the blind.  
 

We ask this of you, Lord Jesus, through the intercession of Mary, Mother of 
Mercy; you who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and 

ever.
Amen.
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EVERYONE IS 
WELCOME

4250 Harewood Road NE 
Washington, DC 20017 

202-526-3737
www.ucns-holyfamily.org 

Come and experience the 
Mercy of the Lord! 

Schedule for the Great Fast 2016 
Monday February 8 Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 
 7:00 p.m. Bi-lingual 
Friday February 12 Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 
 7:00 p.m. Bi-lingual 
Saturday February 13  Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 

10:30 a.m. Bi-lingual 
Sunday February 14  Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

9:00 a.m. English 11:30 a.m. Ukrainian 
Friday February 19 Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 
 7:00 p.m. Bi-lingual 
Saturday February 20  Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 

10:30 a.m. Bi-lingual 
Sunday February 21  Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

9:00 a.m. English 11:30 a.m. Ukrainian 
Friday February 26 Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 
 7:00 p.m. Bi-lingual 
Saturday February 27  Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 

10:30 a.m. Bi-lingual 
Sunday February 28  Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

9:00 a.m. English 11:30 a.m. Ukrainian 
Friday March 4 Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 
 7:00 p.m. Bi-lingual 
Saturday March 5  Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 

10:30 a.m. Bi-lingual 
Sunday March 6  Liturgy of St. Basil the Great – 
 Archieparchial Women’s Day 2016 
 10:30 a.m. Bi-lingual 
Friday March 11 Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 
 7:00 p.m. Bi-lingual 
Saturday March 12  Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 

10:30 a.m. Bi-lingual 
Sunday March 13  Liturgy of St. Basil the Great – 
 Pysanka Workshop and Bazaar 

9:00 a.m. English 11:30 a.m. Ukrainian 
Friday March 18 Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 
 7:00 p.m. Bi-lingual 
Saturday March 19  Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom – 
 Lazarus Saturday 10:30 a.m. Bi-lingual 
Sunday March 20  Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom – 
 Palm (Flowery) Sunday 

9:00 a.m. English 11:30 a.m. Ukrainian 

You, O Lord, are a God 
who takes away iniquity and pardons sin, 

who does not hold your anger forever, 
but are pleased to show mercy. 

You, Lord, will return to us 
and have pity on your people. 

You will trample down our sins 
and toss them into the depths of the sea 

(Micah 7:18-19) 

Archbishop Stefan Soroka 
has designated the

Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine 
of the Holy Family 

as a sanctuary of pilgrimage for the 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy: 

All are welcome and invited to enter 
through our Door of Mercy 

and to partake of the Holy Mysteries 

CONFESSION IS AVAILABLE 30 MINUTES BEFORE EVERY SERVICE 
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Holy Father instructs Missionaries of Mercy to cover the sinner 
with a blanket of mercy

Pope Francis met with 650 
priests from around the 
world chosen by each’s 
bishop to be a missionary 
of mercy during the 
extraordinary jubilee year.  
He told them to show the 
tenderness of God’s love to 
those who approach them 
for holy confession during 
the jubilee of mercy.

“Let us not forget: before 
us there is not sin, but the 
repentant sinner, a person 
who feels the desire of being 
welcomed and forgiven, 
and who no longer desires 
to be far from God,” said 
Pope Francis.  He called to mind the biblical passage in which Noah, after the flood, got drunk from the 
wine he made in his vineyard and was found lying naked inside his tent.  His son, Ham, laughed at him. But, 
Noah’s other sons, Shem and Japhath, covered him with a blanket.  Pope Francis continued, when ministering 
with those who come to the confessional, as priests and missionaries, “We are not called to judge with a 
sense of superiority, as if we were immune to sin, but are instead asked to be merciful so that they are no 

longer ashamed and can 
recover the joy of their 
dignity.”

Joining the 650 priests 
were 35 priests of the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church.  Rev. Wasyl 
Kharuk represented the 
Metropolitan Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia having 
been designated as its 
Missionary of Mercy 
by Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka.

Article and photos 
submitted by Rev. Wasyl 
Kharuk
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Pope Francis: Missionaries of 
Mercy a “living sign” of God’s 

forgiveness

February 9, 2016

(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis on Tuesday evening 
(February 9) met with the Missionaries of Mercy, who 
are priests given special faculties to absolve even 
sins reserved to the Holy See.

The Missionaries of Mercy were commissioned by 
the Holy Father during the Ash Wednesday Mass to 
be “a living sign of the Father’s welcome to all those 
in search of his forgiveness,” and will be preaching 
mercy and hearing confessions in dioceses around 
the world during the Jubilee of Mercy.

Pope Francis, meeting with the Missionaries the day 
before their commissioning, told them they are a 
“sign of special importance” which characterizes the 
Jubilee of Mercy, and offered some brief reflections 
to give practical help in their task.

 “First of all, I would like to remind you that in this 
ministry you are called to express the maternal nature 
of the Church,” Pope Francis said.

“The Church is a Mother because she always 
creates new children in faith; the Church is a Mother 
because she nourishes this faith; and the Church is a 
Mother because she offers the forgiveness of God, 
regenerating to a new life, the fruit of conversion,” 
he continued.

The Holy Father also told the priests they must know 
how to “look into the desire of the heart of the 
penitent,” which through grace is the beginning of 
conversion.

“The heart turns to God acknowledging the evil 
which has been done, but with the hope of obtaining 
pardon,” Pope Francis said. “This desire is reinforced 
when the person decides in his heart to change 
his life and does not want to sin again. It is the 

Rev. Wasyl Kharuk, “Missionaries
of Mercy” Representative

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

moment when we trust  the mercy of God, and you 
have complete confidence you will be understood, 
forgiven and supported by Him.”

The final point brought up by the Pope was one he 
said “was often not spoken about,” but is a crucial 
subject: Shame.

“It is not easy to accuse yourself before another 
man, knowing that he represents God, and confess 
your sin,” he said. “A person feels shame both for 
what he has done, and for having to confess it to 
another person.”

He called on confessors to have “an attitude of 
respect and encouragement” when encountering a 
person’s shame.

“Do not forget: in front of us there is no sin, just the 
repentant sinner,” – Pope Francis said – “A person 
who feels the desire to be accepted and forgiven… 
Therefore, we are not called to judge, with a sense 
of superiority, as if we were immune from sin; on the 
contrary, we are called to act as Shem and Japheth, 
the sons of Noah, who took a blanket and put it 
over their father and hid his shame.”

He said the confessor is to “cover the sinner with a 
blanket of mercy,” so they can recover their dignity.

“It is, therefore, not with the club of judgment that 
we will bring back the lost sheep to the fold, but with 
the holiness of life which is the principle of renewal 
and reform in the Church,” Pope Francis said.

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2016/02/09/
pope_francis_miss ionar ies_of_mercy_in_st_
peters/1207131

(Photos submitted by Rev. Wasyl Kharuk)

Pope Francis: Missionaries of 
Mercy a “living sign” of God’s 

forgiveness

Pope Francis speaks to the 
“Missionaries of Mercy”
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Transfiguration of Our Lord Church, Nanticoke, Holds Myasopusna

Saint Ann’s Society Banner blessed in Perth Amboy, NJ

On Sunday, 
February 7, 2016  
after the 11:30 
p.m. Liturgy, 
a new banner 
for our parish 
St. Ann Society 
was blessed. 
The banner 
was purchased 
at Byzantine 
Church Supplies 
in Philadelphia, 
and will be used 
for processions, 
both inside and 
outside of the church building. St. Ann’s Society (founded in 1944) – is a women’s society that runs or aids 
parish activities, donates tremendously to parish causes, and promotes friendship. If you wish to join, call 
the rectory to get in touch with the organization president or pastor.

The annual Myasopusna Ukrainian 
Cultural Celebration was held at 
Transfiguration of Our Lord Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in the Hanover 
section of Nanticoke, Pa. on Sunday, 
January 31, 2016.

A delicious traditional Ukrainian 
dinner of Haluptsi, Kovbasa, 
Varenyky, Kapusta, Borscht, Black 
Bread, Dessert, and Beverage was 
enjoyed by a large number of people 
who enjoyed the event.

Father Volodymyr Popyk welcomed the people and gave the Blessing of the food which was prepared by 
the ladies of the parish.

The Choir under the direction of Dr. Richard Barno opened the Celebration with the “Our Father” sung in 
Slavonic as well as other religious music.

Highlights of the celebration included the Kazka Ukrainian Folk Ensemble and the St. Mary’s Traditional 
Ukrainian Dancers.  The Englot sisters also graced us with folk music and song.

A display of handcrafted Ukrainian items, paintings, embroidery, pysanky and gift items were available for 
purchase.
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Women as Caregivers: 
Spiritual, Pastoral and Practical Matters 

 

Sponsored by: 
 

The Ukrainian 
Catholic 

Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia 

 
The Sisters of 
the Order of 

Saint Basil the 
Great 

 
The Sisters 
Servants of 

Mary 
Immaculate 

 
The Missionary 

Sisters of the 
Mother of God 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 6, 2016 
at the 

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC NATIONAL SHRINE OF 
THE HOLY FAMILY 

 4250 Harewood Road, Northeast 
Washington, D. C. 

 
OR 

 
SUNDAY, APRIL 24, 2016 

at 
ST. VLADIMIR UKRAINIAN GREEK CATHOLIC 

CHURCH 
430 North Seventh Avenue 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 
 

St. John, Protector of the Theotokos and 
Patron of Caregivers 

In his Letter to the Galatians, St. Paul teaches us “… not (to) grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give 
up.”  Come join the women of the Archeparchy as our speakers address, within the framework of Sacred Scripture and the 
tenets of Eastern Christian Spirituality, the pastoral and practical aspects of caring for family members with special needs 
AND offer suggestions for caregivers on how to care for themselves spiritually, pastorally and practically. 

Our Day begins with Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. at both locations followed by Luncheon and 
Program. 

 

Suggested 
Donation: 

$10 to Cover the 
Cost of Lunch 

 
Please Make 

Checks Payable to: 

Ukrainian 
Catholic 

Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia 

     REGISTRATION 
I will attend Women’s Day on  MARCH 6 in Washington (Registration Deadline:  February 20) 
I will attend Women’s Day on  APRIL 24 in Scranton (Registration Deadline:  April 10) 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Name 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
    City     State   ZIP 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
   Email       Phone 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Parish 

 

PLEASE MAIL REGISTRATION TO: 
Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM 

710 Fox Chase Road, Fox Chase Manor, Pennsylvania 19046 
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LEAGUE OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS OF AMERICA 
ANNUAL LENTEN RETREAT - March 11 to 13, 2016 

ST. MARY’S VILLA RETREAT CENTER, SLOATSBURG, NY

This year’s theme is “Merciful, like the Father”. This is the motto of Pope Francis’ Jubilee Year of Mercy. It 
is a time of exploring the meaning of mercy and our allowing God’s unconditional love and limitless mercy 
to transform our lives. We will explore prayer and forgiveness and our own ability to reconcile and forgive 
as well as expand our capacity to trust. This spiritual event will be our “door to mercy” through which we 
choose to pass, trusting in the power and love and mercy of God to transform our lives. Retreat Director 
is Archpriest Father Daniel Troyan who is pastor of Holy Ghost Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in West 
Easton, Pennsylvania. He has served in many Ukrainian Catholic parishes from Ohio through Pennsylvania 
in his 34 years of priesthood. He has served as Director of Evangelization and Coordinator for the Shroud 
of Turin exhibit for the Archeparchy of Philadelphia. He has been a member of the League of Ukrainian 
Catholics since his youth and is presently National Spiritual Director of the LUC.

 
 

LEAGUE  OF  UKRAINIAN  CATHOLICS OF  AMERICA 
ANNUAL LENTEN RETREAT 

                             ST. MARY’S  VILLA  EDUCATIONAL  &  RETREAT  CENTER 
                           SLOATSBURG,  NEW YORK  10974              1-845-753-5100 
  

 

 ST. MARY’S CHAPEL DOOR IS BLESSED BY EPARCHY OF STAMFORD             
AS A “HOLY DOOR” FOR THE JUBILEE YEAR  

  
RETREAT DIRECTOR:  ARCHPRIEST FR. DANIEL TROYAN 

 

THEME:  “MERCIFUL, LIKE THE FATHER” 

DATE:   MARCH  11, 12, 13, 2016 

 
This is the motto of Pope Francis’ Jubilee Year of Mercy. 
 It is a time of exploring the meaning of mercy and our     
 allowing God’s unconditional love and limitless mercy to   
 transform our lives. We will explore prayer and forgiveness  
 and our own ability to reconcile and forgive as well as  
 expand our capacity to trust. This spiritual event will be our 
“door of mercy” through which we choose to pass, trusting  
 in the power and love and mercy of God to transform our  
 lives. 

- - - - - - - - -  REGISTRATION  FORM  FOR  LUC  LENTEN  RETREAT  2016   - - - - - - -  
Retreat begins on Friday at 7:30 pm (arrivals by 7:00pm) 

  

 NAME:    ____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
  

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 
  
  

CITY:   _________________________________________  STATE: _______  ZIP:________ 
  
  
I WILL ARRIVE ON: __________________________    AT APPROXIMATELY: __________P.M. 
  
  

Please note: There will be no meal served Friday evening. Be sure to have your supper before you arrive. As always, there will 
be hot and cold beverages, snacks and fruits available at all times. 
  

  
RETREAT COST:   $ 175. 00  Per Person  DEADLINE:   MARCH 1, 2016 
  
 MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:   LEAGUE OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS 
  

 Complete and Mail to:   Marion C. Hrubec 
     400 Dewey Avenue 
     Saddle Brook,  NJ  07663 
 Questions - Phone:   201-843-3960   or  
Email:  mchrubec@optimum.net  or   olyamarika_f15@aol.com  (Sr. Olga) 

  LEAGUE OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS OF AMERICA 
Annual Lenten Retreat Schedule 

        ST. MARY’S VILLA RETREAT CENTER, SLOATSBURG, NY 
      MARCH  11, 12, 13, 2016   

RETREAT DIRECTOR:  ARCHPRIEST FR. DANIEL TROYAN 

   

  

 “MERCIFUL LIKE THE FATHER” 
  

  

FRIDAY:  ARRIVAL  
 7:30  Opening Remarks  -  Introduction 
   CONFERENCE I 
   Akathist Prayer Service to the Mother of God 
  
SATURDAY:  FIFTH SATURDAY OF THE GREAT FAST—AKATHISTOS SATURDAY 
 7:45  Morning Prayers 
 8:00  Breakfast 
 9:15  CONFERENCE  II 
         11:00   Divine Liturgy  -  Homily 
         12:30  Lunch 
 2:00  CONFERENCE  III 
   Confessions 
 5:30   Dinner 
 6:30  Anointing for Healing Service 
   Confessions or Private Conference 
 8:30  CONFERENCE  IV 
  
SUNDAY:  FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST— MARY OF EGYPT 
 7:45  Morning Prayers 
 8:00  Breakfast 
 9:00  CONFERENCE  V 
         10:00  Divine Liturgy  -  Homily 
         12:00  Lunch  
   Departure  
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St. Josaphat Seminary, Washington, DC
The annual seminary retreat 
was held in early January 
to begin the 2016 spring 
semester.  Pictured (l-r) Martin 
Nagy (Chicago Eparchy), 
Kairo Chorne (Philadelphia 
Archepachy), Bohdan Vasyliv 
(Philadelphia Archeparchy), 
Rev. Mark Morozowich, retreat 
master, (Dean of the School 
of Theology and Religious 
Studies at Catholic University), 
Andrew Perrong (Philadelphia 
Archeparchy), Carlos Batiz 
(Chicago Eparchy), Philip 
Gilbert (Chicago Eparchy) 
and Alex Bricki (Philadelphia 
Archeparchy).  (Please note: this 
caption was revised from the 
previous issue of “The Way.”)     



(continued on next page)
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A Special Day for the Boy Scouts of America and St. Michael’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Cherry Hill, NJ

By Father Paul Makar

Christopher stands proud as the congregation wishes him 
long life and many happy years by singing Многая Літа

On January 31st, 2016, the 
parishioners of St. Michael’s Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Cherry Hill, NJ, 
were treated to an experience that 
most have not witnessed before – one 
of their own parishioners, Christopher 
Michael Bukacz of Mt. Laurel, NJ, 
being officially inducted as an Eagle 
Scout, the highest honor that can be 
bestowed on a young man within the 
Boy Scouts of America.  Christopher 
is an active parishioner and altar boy 
at St. Michael’s Cherry Hill.  He is also 
an active member of the Ukrainian 
American Youth Associations (CYM) 
in Philadelphia and counselor for 
summer camp sessions held annually 
at the Ellenville, NY, (CYM) facility.  
Christopher currently is a junior 
at Lenape Regional High School 
and plans to pursue a career in 
engineering.

One day in early 2015, while working toward his requirements to earn his Eagle Scout rank, he and his 
mother and father approached Father Paul Makar to ask if he can work on his requirements to fulfill this 
rank, namely that he engage in a service project for the parish.  With eagerness, Christopher and Father 
Paul then planned a project by which Christopher could beautify a section of the church property.  The 
project specifically entailed constructing a “prayer corner” in the front of the church, where an icon of 

the Archangel Michael, Warrior of Heaven, would be installed, 
along with an appropriate shrine holder, bench, and landscaping.  
Christopher planned this with Father Paul and began raising funds 
for this project by hosting a fundraiser at Panchero’s restaurant 
in Mt. Laurel, NJ, as well as receiving generous donations from 
friends, family and parishioners.  Once the funds were raised and 
the supplies procured, Christopher, with the help of his fellow 
scouts and Knights of Columbus Most Holy Eucharistic Council 
6760 at St. Michael’s Cherry Hill, began work installing the icon 
shrine holder and landscaping.  This project was completed in late 
Fall of 2015, along with his other Eagle Scout requirements.

That Sunday began with a blessing of the icon of St. Michael and 
prayer corner – in attendance was Father Paul, Father Joseph 

A newly minted Eagle Scout, 
Christopher pins a recognition 
pin on his father, Michael Bukacz, 
while his mother Nadia looks on.
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A Special Day for the Boy Scouts of America and St. Michael’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Cherry Hill, NJ

Szupa (Chancellor of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia, 
and rector of the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia), and Father 
Deacon Paul Makar (of Perth Amboy, NJ).  The Divine 
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom was held immediately 
after the blessing of the icon with over 225 parishioners, 
family, and friends in attendance, including members 
of the Boy Scouts of American and Cub Scouts.  Father 
Deacon Paul gave a homily for the day which also 
covered the main points of the Boy Scout motto – duty 
to God and country, duty to others, and duty to self.  
The homily was all the more poignant due to the fact 
that Father Deacon Paul himself was made an Eagle 
Scout 50 years ago. 

After the Divine Liturgy, the Boy Scouts then set up for 
Christopher’s Eagle Scout Court of Honor.  In a moving 
ceremony highlighting the fundamentals of Scouting 
and the manly virtues they seek to instill in young men, 
Christopher was then made an Eagle Scout by his peers 
and scoutmasters in attendance.  He was recognized 
for his achievements by many organizations in attendance including:  The Knights of Columbus, the U.S. 
Marine Corps League of America, the City Council of Mt. Laurel, Mayor Roman Himiak of Randolph, NJ, 
Representatives from the Garden State Council of the Boy Scouts, Mount Laurel Rotary Club,  St. Michael’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church Ladies Auxiliary and the Ukrainian American Youth Associations of America 
(CYM).  Christopher was presented with an American Flag that was flown over the Capitol building in 
Washington, DC, by Mount Laurel Councilman Dennis Riley on behalf of Congressman Tom MacArthur (3rd 
Congressional District). A luncheon was held in Christopher’s honor afterwards in the parish hall.

We at St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church, Cherry 
Hill, NJ, wish to salute Christopher for all of his hard work 
in achieving the coveted Eagle Scout rank within the Boy 
Scouts of America.  We thank you and your family for your 
hard work in helping to beautify our Church and intensify 
our devotion to the Captain of the Heavenly Hosts, the 
Archangel Michael, who protects us all from the constant 
attacks of the devil and his minions.  We thank you for 
your long service to us as an altar boy, and we pray for 
God’s blessings upon you as you continue to embark on 
life’s journey as a proud Eagle Scout who is devoted to 
God and country.  May our Blessed Mother keep you and 
your family under her protection, and may you be granted 
long life and many happy years – Многая Літа!!! Eagle Scout Christopher Bukacz’s Court of  

Honor underway after Divine Liturgy.

Eagle Scout Christopher M. Bukacz poses 
with Father Paul Makar and Father Joseph 
Szupa beside the Icon Shrine of St. Michael 
at St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Cherry Hill, NJ
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Sunday Lenten Vespers 
Schedule during the 

Great Fast in the Parishes 
of the Philadelphia Deanery

Sunday Devotions Schedule
 during the Great Fast 
in the Parishes of the 

South Anthracite Deanery

During this Lenten season, the faithful of the 
South Anthracite Protopresbytery of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia will continue 
the decades-old tradition of gathering for Lenten 
devotions on Sunday afternoons in the churches 
of the deanery. During the services, the host 
pastor will also give a sermon.

The Lenten devotions begin each Sunday at 3 p.m. 
and are coordinated by the Protopresbyter Very 
Rev. Michael Hutsko and the clergy of the South 
Anthracite Deanery.  After the services, a cake 
and coffee social is held in the respective parish 
halls. The proceeds from the weekly collection 

benefit the St. Josaphat Ukrainian 
Catholic Seminary in Washington, 
D.C.

The 2016 Lenten Devotion schedule 
is as follows: 

Second Sunday of the Great Fast, Feb. 21 
— St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, Saint 
Clair, Pa.

Third Sunday of the Great Fast, Feb. 28 
— St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Maizeville, Pa. 

Fourth Sunday of the Great Fast, March 6 
— Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Mount Carmel, Pa.

Fifth Sunday of the Great Fast, March 
13 — St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Shenandoah, Pa.

Flowery (Palm) Sunday, March 20-- St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, Minersville, 
Pa.

Philadelphia, Pa.—On Sundays during the Great 
Fast, the faithful of the parishes of the Philadelphia 
Deanery are invited and encouraged to participate 
in Lenten Vespers which will be held in a different 
church each Sunday of Lent.

The Lenten Vespers will begin at 4:00 p.m.  Visiting 
clergy will be available for the Holy Mystery of 

Reconciliation before the services, 
hearing confessions beginning at 3:30 
p.m.  During the services, a visiting 
priest will also give a sermon.

The Lenten Vesper schedule is as 
follows:

Sunday, February 21---4 p.m. St. Michael’s 
Church, 675 Cooper Landing Road, Cherry Hill, 
Pa. Sermon: Father D. George Worschak

Sunday, February 28—4 p.m. Annunciation of 
the BVM Church, 1206 Valley Road Melrose Park, 
Pa  Sermon: Father Volodymyr Klanichka

Sunday, March 6---4 p.m. Protection of the BVM 
Church, 2026 Bath Road, Bristol, Pa. Sermon:  
Father Paul Makar

Sunday, March 13—4 p.m. Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, 830 North Franklin Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa.  Sermon: Father John Fields

The Lenten Vespers are coordinated by Rev. 
Msgr. Peter Waslo, Dean and the clergy of the 
Philadelphia Deanery.

It is hoped that the faithful from throughout the 
area will travel from parish to parish each Sunday 
during the prayerful time of the Great Fast, not 
only for the spiritual enrichment provided during 
these services but also to meet other parishioners 
and to become more familiar with the churches 
that are part of the Philadelphia Deanery.
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Pysanky (Ukrainian Easter
 Egg) Class in Reading, PA

  
You can learn how to make 
beautiful decorated eggs

Sunday, March 6th.  1:00PM

Nativity B.V.M. Ukrainian 
Catholic Church
504 Summit Avenue - lower 
level of the church
Reading, PA  19611

To register and reserve your space, please call:
Deb M. 717-383-3162 or Ellen 610-207-7875

Class is $10 per person (children 12 and under 
are FREE!!!)

 
 
  

 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26 
Ukrainian Educational & Cultural Center (back entrance) 

700 N Cedar Road, Jenkintown, PA 19046 
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 18 
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church 

1206 Valley Road, Melrose Park, PA 19027 
 

6PM – 11PM (Dinner served until 10PM) 

 
“CYM Philly” invites you, your family, and your friends to its annual Lenten 

 

FISH 
FRY 

DINNERS 
 

$ 15 platter includes: 
 

fried fish, two sides (fries, mac n cheese, coleslaw, or corn), 
roll, tea/coffee, and dessert! 

 

Dine-in and take-out available ● Pre-ordering is encouraged 
 

For more information and to pre-order, e-mail 
PhillyFishFry@cym.org 

 

 

Meatless Meal for LENT 

“BAKED HADDOCK” 
FISH DINNER 

Sponsored by Ss. Cyril & Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church, Olyphant, Pa. 

FRIDAY MARCH 18, 2016 

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

At the REGAL ROOM (Ballroom/side entrance) 

216 Lackawanna Avenue 
Olyphant, Pa. 

Sit Down or Take Out!! 

(pre-sold)$13.00 per ticket/dinner 

Baked haddock, potato, vegetable, cole slaw, roll and dessert 

Call 570-383-9487 for Reservations 

*Deadline for pre-sold Tickets is Monday, March 14, 2016 

*LIMITED amount of Dinners will be available at the Door $15.00 

“Super Easter Kielbasa and Paska Bread 
Sale” – Orders Now Being Taken! 

 
We are back with offering two traditional Easter-
favorite foods – Kielbasa and Paska bread.  Holy 
Myrrh-Bearers Church in Swarthmore/Ridley 
Township, in conjunction with one of the area’s 
well-known kielbasa makers, proudly announces 
the 2016 “Super Easter Kielbasa and Paska Bread 
Sale”. We are offering mouth-watering, high quality 
kielbasa for the unbelievably low price of only 
$12.00 per ring or 4 links for $10.00.  As a special 
treat, we are also baking the traditional Paska Easter 
Bread for only $10.00.  For your convenience, we 
now are able to accept your orders via email.  To 
place your Paska Bread and/or kielbasa orders, 
please email us at HMBChurch@verizon.net or call 
Kathy at (610) 328-4731.  Pickup will be at noon 
on Saturday, March 19th, at our Church which 
is located at 900 Fairview Road in Swarthmore/
Ridley Township, PA.  Please place your orders 
early since high demand and our desire to fully 
satisfy all orders may require us to limit quantities 
and stop taking orders.



Commentary regarding the scheduled meeting on 
February 12, 2016 between Pope Francis & Patriarch Kirill

 
by Bishop Borys Gudziak

Eparchy of Saint Volodymyr in Paris for Ukrainians in France, Benelux and Switzerland
Head, Department of External Church Relations, Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church

President, Ukrainian Catholic University, Lviv

The meeting between 
Pope Francis and 
Patriarch Kirill is important 
for a number of reasons 
and  we should pray 
that it be guided by the 
Holy Spirit. For Christians 
and all people of good 
will it is a welcome sight 
when estranged brothers 
take a new first step 
towards each other. 
The separation between 
Christian Churches and 
denominations is the 
greatest scandal among 
the followers of Christ, 
one that undermines the 
witness of all Christians. 
It reflects an ignorance 
of Christ’s prayer on the 
eve of His Passion (Jn 
17:21): “that they may 
all be one; even as You, 
Father, are in Me and I 
in You!”

The meeting in Havana 
should be neither 
hyperbolised nor 
underestimated. It is 
historic: an encounter of 
church leaders, who are 
emblematic characters 
in an asymmetric 
relationship with many 
paradoxes and nuances. 
No Church has a 
monopoly on the virtues, 
nor on the vices. In God’s 

eyes a Church’s qualities 
are not necessarily a 
question of quantity. But 
the two hierarchs come 
with different legacies. 
Francis is the leader of 
a billion Catholics and is 
the single most respected 
moral authority in the 
world. He is meeting 
the head of the Russian 
Orthodox Church (ROC), 
still limping from a 
century of persecution, 
still looking for its moral 
voice in post-Soviet 
Russian society. 

Many internal observers 
say that in the Putin 
years the leadership of 
the ROC, increasingly 
wedded to state power, 
has sacrificed its freedom 
and undermined its 
prophetic vocation 
while receiving lucrative 
government support. 
Today, Patriarch Kirill’s 
civic standing in the 
Russian population is 
much lower than that of 
Vladimir Putin. The role 
in society of the ROC is 
rather marginal. Sunday 
liturgical participation 
among the Orthodox 
in Russia is less than 
2%, lower than that in 
the most secularised 

countries of the West, 
while abortion, divorce 
and alcoholism rates are 
among the highest in the 
world, not to mention 
the corruption at every 
level in every institution 
in Russian society. While 
critical of moral problems 
in the West, Kirill,the 
ROC, and Vladimir Putin 
have not had much 
success in promoting a 
Christian world view or 
way of life in Russia.

While Pope Francis’ 
ecclesial mandate in 
the Catholic communion 
and his social role in 
the world are manifest 
Patriarch Kirill represents 
just part of the global 
Orthodox community 
struggling to establish 
unity. He has been 
in an lasting dialectic 
with the Patriarchate 
of Constantinople over 
influence in the Orthodox  
communion, making 
shaky and modest the 
outlook for the first Pan-
Orthodox Council in 
centuries, now scheduled 
for June of this year. 

The ROC presents 
itself as the biggest 
Orthodox Church. But 

approximately half of 
the flock claimed by the 
ROC is in Ukraine. Ever 
more vocally Ukrainian 
Orthodox are expressing 
their desire for real 
ecclesial independence 
from Moscow whence 
war is being waged 
against them. In fact 
there may be more 
practicing Orthodox in 
Ukraine than in Russia. 
An autocephalous 
and united Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church would 
probably be the most 
numerous one in world 
Orthodoxy, something 
both Putin and Kirill are 
striving to prevent at all 
costs. The asymmetry of 
the encounter between 
pope and patriarch—who 
they represent and what 
they stand for—needs to 
be understood in order 
to avoid misconstruing 
the nature and impact of 
the Havana rendezvous.

The encounter does 
have serious ecumenical 
import and potential, but 
it should be remembered 
that significant and more 
substantive substantive 
meetings between pope 

(continued on next page)
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and patriarch have 
occurred long ago. The 
groundbreaking meeting 
between Pope Paul 
IV and the Patriarch 
of Constantinople 
Athenagoras I in 1964 
led to the mutual lifting 
of mutual 900-year-
old anathemas. Over 
the last half century 
Popes St. John Paul II, 
Benedict and Francis 
have regularly met with 
the senior Orthodox 
Patriarchs—the Patriarchs 
of Constantinople—in 
Rome and Istanbul and 
Jerusalem, if not in 
Cuba.

This brings us to the 
significance of the 
location. The Pope is 
demonstrating humility: 
he is going to the territory 
of the other. In the eyes 
of nostalgic Russians 
Cuba is almost home 
territory, a last outpost of 
a lost Soviet Empire that 
Putin explicitly is trying 
to reconstruct at great 
political expense and 
human cost. The Pope is 
travelling to Mexico – the 
place of his scheduled 
pastoral visit – and 
makes a stop in Cuba 
where the patriarch will 
be waiting for him. In a 
very real sense the Pope 
is going to the Patriarch. 
In November 2014, 
Francis publicly stated his 

unconditional readiness 
to meet Kirill. “I will go 
wherever you want. You 
call me and I’ll go.” In 
coming to Cuba again, 
after last years visit, 
Francis makes good his 
promise.

During this Jubilee 
Year of Divine Mercy y 
Pope Francis is carrying 
everywhere the message 
of God’s grace, solidarity, 
and limitless love. The visit 
to Mexico promises to be 
an emotional pastoral 
trip and the call for mercy 
will resonate throughout 
the entire Latin American 
world. Before embracing 
and being embraced by 
millions the Pope will fly 
to a private meeting one-
on-one. 

Francis needs not, and 
probably will not, say 
much.  His pontificate 
is marked by symbolic 
gestures and simple 
words that compel the 
attention and respect of 
the world. The pontiff has 
a special charisma and 
mission not only for the 
Catholics and Christians. 
He speaks to the hopes 
and suffering of all 
humanity. His solidarity 
with the poor, passionate 
global peacemaking, and 
eschewing of trappings in 
ecclesial service appeal 
to a universal audience. 

These papal priorities, 
implicitly or explicitly, 
will be presented to 
Kirill whose nationalistic 
ecclesial ideology of 
the the “Russian World” 
bolsters Putins military 
actions for empire and 
who has been more that 
susceptible to power 
politics and church-state 
entanglement.

The meeting is a symbolic 
breakthrough which could 
allow for substantial steps 
in the future. Over the 
last 25 years the Russian 
Orthodox rejected Rome’s 
proposals for a  meeting 
of pope and patriarch 
based on objections to 
the revival and vitality 
of the Eastern Catholic 
Churches, especially the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church. Whatever these 
objections might be it is 
finally clear that they are 
no longer as real as once 
claimed. The fact of the 
meeting is recognition of 
the fact that the Ukrainian 
Catholics will not simply 
disappear.

Finally and hopefully, the 
encounter could lead 
Patriarch Kirill to take 
a prophetic position 
regarding Russian military 
aggression in Ukraine. 
The Russian role in the 
devastating violence in 
eastern Ukraine is clear 

to the global community 
as is the grave violation 
of international law in the 
annexation of Crimea. 
Obliquely the Holy 
See has referred to the 
violation of international 
law in speaking about the 
situation in Ukraine. By 
meeting to Patriarch Kirill 
Pope Francis gives the 
Russian Orthodox Church 
leverage, a new window 
of opportunity to articulate 
a new position breaking 
with its traditional role 
in Russian colonial rule. 
Ukraine has emphatically 
declared that it is no 
longer a colony. It will 
be important if the ROC 
begins to accommodate 
itself to Ukraine’s 
political and ecclesial 
self-expression and self-
determination.

The topics of discussion 
will not be explicitly 
political ones. Rather the 
gist of the rendezvous 
will be the encounter 
of church leaders 
representing very different 
experiences, agendas, 
styles, and spiritualities 
of ecclesial leadership. 
One can hardly expect 
revolutionary results. Yet, 
it is through encounter 
that spiritual change 
occurs. Let us pray for 
good spiritual fruit.

Bishop Borys Gudziak

Commentary regarding the scheduled meeting on 
February 12, 2016 between Pope Francis & Patriarch Kirill

(continued from previous page)
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Joint Declaration of Pope Francis and Patriarch Kirill

February 12, 2016

(Vatican Radio)  Pope 
Francis and Russian 
Orthodox Patriarch Kirill of 
Moscow and All Russia met 
in Havana, Cuba on Friday 
(12 Feb) to sign an historic 
joint declaration.

The official English 
translation of the full joint 
declaration is below:

Joint Declaration of 
Pope Francis and 
Patriarch Kirill of 
Moscow and All Russia

“The grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the love 
of God the Father and the 
fellowship of the holy Spirit 
be with all of you” (2 Cor 
13:13).

1. By God the Father’s will, 
from which all gifts come, in 
the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and with the help of 
the Holy Spirit Consolator, 
we, Pope Francis and Kirill, 
Patriarch of Moscow and 
All Russia, have met today 
in Havana. We give thanks 
to God, glorified in the 
Trinity, for this meeting, the 
first in history.

It is with joy that we 
have met like brothers in 
the Christian faith who 
encounter one another “to 
speak face to face” (2 Jn 
12), from heart to heart, to 
discuss the mutual relations 
between the  Churches, 
the crucial problems of our 
faithful, and the outlook 
for the progress of human 
civilization.

2. Our fraternal meeting has 
taken place in Cuba, at the 
crossroads of North and 
South, East and West. It is 
from this island, the symbol 
of the hopes of the “New 
World” and the dramatic 
events of the history of 
the twentieth century, that 
we address our words to 
all the peoples of Latin 
America and of the other 
continents.
It is a source of joy that the 
Christian faith is growing 
here in a dynamic way.  
The powerful religious 
potential of Latin America, 
its centuries–old Christian 
tradition, grounded in the 
personal experience of 
millions of people, are the 
pledge of a great future 
for this region.

3. By meeting far from 
the longstanding disputes 
of the “Old World”, we 
experience with a particular 
sense of urgency the need 
for the shared labour of 
Catholics and Orthodox, 
who are called, with 
gentleness and respect, to 
give an explanation to the 
world of the hope in us (cf. 
1 Pet 3:15).

4. We thank God for the 
gifts received from the 
coming into the world of 
His only Son. We share 
the same spiritual Tradition 
of the first millennium of 
Christianity. The witnesses of 
this Tradition are the Most 
Holy Mother of God, the 
Virgin Mary, and the saints 
we venerate.  Among them 
are innumerable martyrs 
who have given witness to 

their faithfulness 
to Christ and 
have become 
the “seed of 
Christians”.

5 . 
Notwithstanding 
this shared 
Tradition of 
the first ten 
centuries, for nearly one 
thousand years Catholics 
and Orthodox have been 
deprived of communion in 
the Eucharist. We have been 
divided by wounds caused 
by old and recent conflicts, 
by differences inherited 
from our ancestors, in 
the understanding and 
expression of our faith in 
God, one in three Persons 
– Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. We are pained by the 
loss of unity, the outcome 
of human weakness and 
of sin, which has occurred 
despite the priestly prayer 
of Christ the Saviour: “So 
that they may all be one, 
as you, Father, are in me 
and I in you … so that they 
may be one, as we are 
one” (Jn 17:21).

6. Mindful of the 
permanence of many 
obstacles, it is our hope that 
our meeting may contribute 
to the re–establishment of 
this unity willed by God, 
for which Christ prayed. 
May our meeting inspire 
Christians throughout the 
world to pray to the Lord 
with renewed fervour for 
the full unity of all His 
disciples. In a world which 
yearns not only for our 
words but also for tangible 

gestures, may this meeting 
be a sign of hope for all 
people of goodwill!

7. In our determination 
to undertake all that is 
necessary to overcome the 
historical divergences we 
have inherited, we wish to 
combine our efforts to give 
witness to the Gospel of 
Christ and to the shared 
heritage of the Church of the 
first millennium, responding 
together to the challenges 
of the contemporary 
world. Orthodox and 
Catholics must learn to 
give unanimously witness in 
those spheres in which this 
is possible and necessary. 
Human civilization has 
entered into a period of 
epochal change. Our 
Christian conscience and 
our pastoral responsibility 
compel us not to remain 
passive in the face of 
challenges requiring a 
shared response.

8. Our gaze must firstly turn 
to those regions of the world 
where Christians are victims 
of persecution. In many 
countries of the Middle 
East and North Africa 
whole families, villages and 
cities of our brothers and 
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sisters in Christ are being 
completely exterminated. 
Their churches are being 
barbarously ravaged 
and looted, their sacred 
objects profaned, their 
monuments destroyed. It 
is with pain that we call to 
mind the situation in Syria, 
Iraq and other countries 
of the Middle East, and 
the massive exodus of 
Christians from the land 
in which our faith was 
first disseminated and in 
which they have lived since 
the time of the Apostles, 
together with other religious 
communities.

9. We call upon the 
international community 
to act urgently in order 
to prevent the further 
expulsion of Christians from 
the Middle East. In raising 
our voice in defence of 
persecuted Christians, 
we wish to express our 
compassion for the suffering 
experienced by the faithful 
of other religious traditions 
who have also become 
victims of civil war, chaos 
and terrorist violence.

10. Thousands of victims 
have already been 
claimed in the violence in 
Syria and Iraq, which has 
left many other millions 
without a home or means 
of sustenance. We urge the 
international community to 
seek an end to the violence 
and terrorism and, at the 
same time, to contribute 
through dialogue to a 
swift return to civil peace. 
Large–scale humanitarian 

aid must be assured to the 
afflicted populations and to 
the many refugees seeking 
safety in neighbouring 
lands.

We call upon all those 
whose influence can be 
brought to bear upon the 
destiny of those kidnapped, 
including the Metropolitans 
of Aleppo, Paul and John 
Ibrahim, who were taken 
in April 2013, to make 
every effort to ensure their 
prompt liberation.

11. We lift our prayers to 
Christ, the Saviour of the 
world, asking for the return 
of peace in the Middle 
East, “the fruit of justice” 
(Is 32:17), so that fraternal 
co–existence among 
the various populations, 
Churches and religions 
may be strengthened, 
enabling refugees to return 
to their homes, wounds to 
be healed, and the souls of 
the slain innocent to rest in 
peace.

We address, in a fervent 
appeal, all the parts that 
may be involved in the 
conflicts to demonstrate 
good will and to take part in 
the negotiating table. At the 
same time, the international 
community must undertake 
every possible effort to end 
terrorism through common, 
joint and coordinated 
action. We call on all the 
countries involved in the 
struggle against terrorism 
to responsible and prudent 
action. We exhort all 
Christians and all believers 

of God to pray fervently 
to the providential Creator 
of the world to protect His 
creation from destruction 
and not permit a new world 
war. In order to ensure a 
solid and enduring peace, 
specific efforts must be 
undertaken to rediscover 
the common values uniting 
us, based on the Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

12. We bow before the 
martyrdom of those who, 
at the cost of their own 
lives, have given witness 
to the truth of the Gospel, 
preferring death to the 
denial of Christ. We believe 
that these martyrs of our 
times, who belong to 
various Churches but who 
are united by their shared 
suffering, are a pledge 
of the unity of Christians. 
It is to you who suffer for 
Christ’s sake that the word 
of the Apostle is directed: 
“Beloved … rejoice to the 
extent that you share in the 
sufferings of Christ, so that 
when his glory is revealed 
you may also rejoice 
exultantly” (1 Pet 4:12–13).

13. Interreligious dialogue 
is indispensable in our 
disturbing times. Differences 
in the understanding 
of religious truths must 
not impede people of 
different faiths to live in 
peace and harmony. 
In our current context, 
religious leaders have the 
particular responsibility to 
educate their faithful in a 
spirit which is respectful 
of the convictions of those 

belonging to other religious 
traditions. Attempts to justify 
criminal acts with religious 
slogans are altogether 
unacceptable. No crime 
may be committed in God’s 
name, “since God is not 
the God of disorder but of 
peace” (1 Cor 14:33).

14. In affirming the foremost 
value of religious freedom, 
we give thanks to God for 
the current unprecedented 
renewal of the Christian 
faith in Russia, as well as 
in many other countries of 
Eastern Europe, formerly 
dominated for decades by 
atheist regimes. Today, the 
chains of militant atheism 
have been broken and in 
many places Christians 
can now freely confess 
their faith. Thousands of 
new churches have been 
built over the last quarter 
of a century, as well as 
hundreds of monasteries 
and theological institutions. 
Christian communities 
undertake notable works in 
the fields of charitable aid 
and social development, 
providing diversified forms 
of assistance to the needy. 
Orthodox and Catholics 
often work side by side. 
Giving witness to the values 
of the Gospel they attest to 
the existence of the shared 
spiritual foundations of 
human co–existence.

15. At the same time, we 
are concerned about the 
situation in many countries 
in which Christians are 
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increasingly confronted 
by restrictions to religious 
freedom, to the right to 
witness to one’s convictions 
and to live in conformity 
with them. In particular, 
we observe that the 
transformation of some 
countries into secularized 
societies, estranged from 
all reference to God and 
to His truth, constitutes a 
grave threat to religious 
freedom.  It is a source of 
concern for us that there is 
a current curtailment of the 
rights of Christians, if not 
their outright discrimination, 
when certain political 
forces, guided by an often 
very aggressive secularist 
ideology, seek to relegate 
them to the margins of 
public life.

16. The process of 
European integration, 
which began after 
centuries of blood–soaked 
conflicts, was welcomed 
by many with hope, as a 
guarantee of peace and 
security. Nonetheless, we 
invite vigilance against an 
integration that is devoid 
of respect for religious 
identities. While remaining 
open to the contribution 
of other religions to 
our civilization, it is our 
conviction that Europe 
must remain faithful to its 
Christian roots. We call 
upon Christians of Eastern 
and Western Europe to 
unite in their shared witness 
to Christ and the Gospel, so 
that Europe may preserve 
its soul, shaped by two 
thousand years of Christian 

tradition.

17. Our gaze is also 
directed to those facing 
serious difficulties, who live 
in extreme need and poverty 
while the material wealth 
of humanity increases. We 
cannot remain indifferent 
to the destinies of millions 
of migrants and refugees 
knocking on the doors 
of wealthy nations. The 
unrelenting consumerism 
of some more developed 
countries is gradually 
depleting the resources of 
our planet. The growing 
inequality in the distribution 
of material goods increases 
the feeling of the injustice 
of the international order 
that has emerged.

18. The Christian churches 
are called to defend 
the demands of justice, 
the respect for peoples’ 
traditions, and an authentic 
solidarity towards all those 
who suffer. We Christians 
cannot forget that “God 
chose the foolish of the 
world to shame the wise, 
and God chose the lowly 
and despised of the world, 
those who count for nothing, 
to reduce to nothing those 
who are something, that no 
human being might boast 
before God” (1 Cor 1:27–
29).

19. The family is the natural 
centre of human life and 
society. We are concerned 
about the crisis in the 
family in many countries. 
Orthodox and Catholics 
share the same conception 

of the family, and are called 
to witness that it is a path 
of holiness, testifying to the 
faithfulness of the spouses 
in their mutual interaction, 
to their openness to the 
procreation and rearing of 
their children, to solidarity 
between the generations 
and to respect for the 
weakest.

20. The family is based 
on marriage, an act of 
freely given and faithful 
love between a man and a 
woman. It is love that seals 
their union and teaches them 
to accept one another as a 
gift. Marriage is a school 
of love and faithfulness. 
We regret that other forms 
of cohabitation have been 
placed on the same level 
as this union, while the 
concept, consecrated in 
the biblical tradition, of 
paternity and maternity as 
the distinct vocation of man 
and woman in marriage is 
being banished from the 
public conscience.

21. We call on all to respect 
the inalienable right to life. 
Millions are denied the 
very right to be born into 
the world. The blood of the 
unborn cries out to God 
(cf. Gen 4:10).
The emergence of so-called 
euthanasia leads elderly 
people and the disabled 
begin to feel that they are 
a burden on their families 
and on society in general.
We are also concerned 
about the development of 
biomedical reproduction 
technology, as the 

manipulation of human life 
represents an attack on 
the foundations of human 
existence, created in the 
image of God. We believe 
that it is our duty to recall 
the immutability of Christian 
moral principles, based on 
respect for the dignity of 
the individual called into 
being according to the 
Creator’s plan.

22. Today, in a particular 
way, we address young 
Christians. You, young 
people, have the task of 
not hiding your talent in 
the ground (cf. Mt 25:25), 
but of using all the abilities 
God has given you to 
confirm Christ’s truth in the 
world, incarnating in your 
own lives the evangelical 
commandments of the 
love of God and of one’s 
neighbour. Do not be afraid 
of going against the current, 
defending God’s truth, 
to which contemporary 
secular norms are often far 
from conforming.

23. God loves each of 
you and expects you to be 
His disciples and apostles. 
Be the light of the world 
so that those around you 
may see your good deeds 
and glorify your heavenly 
Father (cf. Mt 5:14, 16). 
Raise your children in the 
Christian faith, transmitting 
to them the pearl of great 
price that is the faith (cf. Mt 
13:46) you have received 
from your parents and 
forbears. Remember that 
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“you have been purchased 
at a great price” (1 Cor 
6:20), at the cost of the 
death on the cross of the 
Man–God Jesus Christ.

24. Orthodox and Catholics 
are united not only by 
the shared Tradition of 
the Church of the first 
millennium, but also by 
the mission to preach the 
Gospel of Christ in the 
world today. This mission 
entails mutual respect for 
members of the Christian 
communities and excludes 
any form of proselytism.
We are not competitors 
but brothers, and this 
concept must guide all 
our mutual actions as well 
as those directed to the 
outside world. We urge 
Catholics and Orthodox in 
all countries to learn to live 
together in peace and love, 
and to be “in harmony with 
one another” (Rm 15:5). 
Consequently, it cannot 
be accepted that disloyal 
means be used to incite 
believers to pass from one 
Church to another, denying 
them their religious freedom 
and their traditions. We 
are called upon to put into 
practice the precept of the 
apostle Paul: “Thus I aspire 
to proclaim the gospel not 
where Christ has already 
been named, so that I 
do not build on another’s 
foundation” (Rm 15:20).

25. It is our hope that 
our meeting may also 
contribute to reconciliation 
wherever tensions exist 
between Greek Catholics 
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and Orthodox. It is today 
clear that the past method 
of “uniatism”, understood as 
the union of one community 
to the other, separating 
it from its Church, is not 
the way to re–establish 
unity. Nonetheless, the 
ecclesial communities which 
emerged in these historical 
circumstances have the right 
to exist and to undertake 
all that is necessary to 
meet the spiritual needs of 
their faithful, while seeking 
to live in peace with their 
neighbours. Orthodox and 
Greek Catholics are in 
need of reconciliation and 
of mutually acceptable 
forms of co–existence.

26. We deplore the 
hostility in Ukraine that 
has already caused 
many victims, inflicted 
innumerable wounds 
on peaceful inhabitants 
and thrown society into 
a deep economic and 
humanitarian crisis. We 
invite all the parts involved 
in the conflict to prudence, 
to social solidarity and to 
action aimed at constructing 
peace. We invite our 
Churches in Ukraine to work 
towards social harmony, 
to refrain from taking 
part in the confrontation, 
and to not support any 
further development of the 
conflict.

27. It is our hope that 
the schism between the 
Orthodox faithful in Ukraine 
may be overcome through 
existing canonical norms, 
that all the Orthodox 

Christians of Ukraine 
may live in peace and 
harmony, and that the 
Catholic communities in 
the country may contribute 
to this, in such a way that 
our Christian brotherhood 
may become increasingly 
evident.

28. In the contemporary 
world, which is both 
multiform yet united by a 
shared destiny, Catholics 
and Orthodox are called 
to work together fraternally 
in proclaiming the Good 
News of salvation, to testify 
together to the moral dignity 
and authentic freedom of 
the person, “so that the 
world may believe” (Jn 
17:21). This world, in which 
the spiritual pillars of human 
existence are progressively 
disappearing, awaits from 
us a compelling Christian 
witness in all spheres of 
personal and social life. 
Much of the future of 
humanity will depend on 
our capacity to give shared 
witness to the Spirit of truth 
in these difficult times.

29. May our bold witness 
to God’s truth and to the 
Good News of salvation be 
sustained by the Man–God 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Saviour, who strengthens 
us with the unfailing 
promise: “Do not be afraid 
any longer, little flock, for 
your Father is pleased to 
give you the kingdom” (Lk 
12:32)!

Christ is the well–spring of 
joy and hope. Faith in Him 

transfigures human life, fills 
it with meaning. This is the 
conviction borne of the 
experience of all those to 
whom Peter refers in his 
words: “Once you were 
‘no people’ but now you 
are God’s people; you 
‘had not received mercy’ 
but now you have received 
mercy” (1 Pet 2:10).

30. With grace–filled 
gratitude for the gift of 
mutual understanding 
manifested during our 
meeting, let us with hope 
turn to the Most Holy 
Mother of God, invoking 
her with the words of this 
ancient prayer: “We seek 
refuge under the protection 
of your mercy, Holy Mother 
of God”. May the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, through 
her intercession, inspire 
fraternity in all those who 
venerate her, so that they 
may be reunited, in God’s 
own time, in the peace and 
harmony of the one people 
of God, for the glory of the 
Most Holy and indivisible 
Trinity!
 
Francis     
Bishop of Rome
Pope of the Catholic 
Church

Kirill
Patriarch of Moscow
and all Russia
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“Two Parallel Worlds” – An Interview with His Beatitude Sviatoslav

Saturday, February 13, 
2016

On February 12, Pope 
Francis and Patriarch 
Kirill, the leaders of two 
Churches, met at the 
Jose Marti International 
Airport in Havana. The 
meeting took place in a 
closed setting. It lasted 
more than two hours.

The meeting of Pope 
Francis and Patriarch 
Kirill concluded with 
the signing of a Joint 
Declaration, which elicited 
mixed reactions on the 
part of the citizenry and 
Church representatives of 
Ukraine.

His Beatitude Sviatoslav, 
the Head of the UGCC, 
shared with us his 
impressions of the meeting 
in general and of the 
document in particular.

Your Beatitude, 
kindly share with us 
your impressions of 
the meeting between 
Pope Francis and 
Patriarch Kirill. What 
can you say about 
the Joint Declaration 
that they signed?

From our experience, 
gained over many years, 
we can say that when 
the Vatican and Moscow 
organize meetings or sign 
joint texts, it is difficult to 
expect something good. 
Firstly, I would like to 

say something about the 
meeting of the Holy Father 
with Patriarch Kirill, and 
then I will comment on the 
text of the declaration.

One notices immediately, 
especially from their 
comments after the 
meeting, that the two sides 
existed on two completely 
different planes and 
were pursuing different 
goals. His Holiness Pope 
Francis experienced this 
encounter primarily as a 
spiritual event. He opened 
his remarks by noting 
that we, Catholics and 
Orthodox, share one and 
the same Baptism. In the 
meeting, he sought out 
the presence of the Holy 
Spirit and received His 
support. He emphasized 
that the unity of the 
Churches can be achieved 
when we travel together 
on the same path. From 
the Moscow Patriarch 
one immediately sensed 
that this wasn’t about 
any Spirit, or theology, or 
actual religious matters. 
No common prayer, 
an emphasis on official 
phrases about “the fate of 
the world,” and the airport 
as a neutral, that is, non-
ecclesial environment. The 
impression was that they 
existed in two parallel 
worlds. Did these two 
parallel realities intersect 
during this meeting? I don’t 
know, but according to 
the rules of mathematics, 
two parallel lines do not 

intersect.

I found myself experiencing 
authentic admiration, 
respect, and a certain 
reverential awe for the 
humility of Pope Francis, 
a true “suffering servant 
of God,” who seeks one 
thing: to bear witness 
to the Gospel of Christ 
before humankind today, 
to be in the world, but 
remain of Christ, to have 
courage to be “not of this 
world.” Thus, I would invite 
all not to rush in judging 
him, not to remain on the 
reality level of those who 
expect only politics from 
this meeting and want to 
exploit a humble pope 
for their human plans at 
all costs. If we don’t enter 
into the spiritual reality 
of the Holy Father and 
do not discern together 
with him the action of 
the Holy Spirit, we shall 
remain imprisoned by the 
prince of this world and 
his followers. Then, for us, 
this will become a meeting 
that occurred but didn’t 
happen. Speaking of the 
signed text of the Joint 
Declaration, in general it 
is positive. In it are raised 
questions, which are of 
concern to both Catholics 
and Orthodox, and it 
opens new perspectives 
for cooperation. I 
encourage all to look for 
these positive elements. 
However, the points 
which concern Ukraine in 
general and specifically 

the UGCC raised more 
questions than answers.

It was officially reported 
that this document was the 
joint effort of Metropolitan 
Hilarion (Alfeyev) from 
the Orthodox side and 
Cardinal Koch with the 
Pontifical Council for 
Promoting Christian 
Unity from the Catholic 
side. For a document 
that was intended to 
be not theological, but 
essentially socio-political, 
it is hard to imagine a 
weaker team than the 
one that drafted this text. 
The mentioned Pontifical 
Council is competent in 
theological matters in 
relations with various 
Christian Churches and 
communities, but is no 
expert in matters of 
international politics, 
especially in delicate 
matters such as Russia’s 
aggression in Ukraine. 
Thus, the intended 
character of the 
document was beyond 
their capabilities. This 
was exploited by the 
Department of External 
Affairs of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, 
which is, first of all, the 
instrument of diplomacy 
and external politics of 
the Moscow Patriarchate. 
I would note that, as the 
Head of our Church, I 
am an official member of 
the Pontifical Council for 
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Promoting Christian Unity, 
nominated already by 
Pope Benedict. However, 
no one invited me to 
express my thoughts 
and so, essentially, as 
had already happened 
previously, they spoke 
about us without us, 
without giving us a voice.

Possibly the Apostolic 
Nuncio can help me 
understand the “obscure 
places” in this text and 
can explain the position 
of the Vatican in places 
where it is, in our view, 
not clearly formulated.

However, paragraph 
25 of the Declaration 
speaks respectfully of 
Greek-Catholics and 
the UGCC is essentially 
recognized as a 
subject of inter-church 
relations between 
the Catholic Church 
and the Orthodox 
Churches.

Yes, you are right. They 
no longer seem to object 
to our right to exist. In 
reality, in order to exist 
and to act, we are not 
obliged to ask permission 
from anybody. The new 
emphasis here, of course, 
is that the Balamand 
Agreement of 1993, which 
Metropolitan Alfeyev 
has used until now to 
deny our right to exist, 
is now being used for its 
affirmation. Referring to 

the rejection of “uniatism” 
as a method of uniting 
Churches, Moscow 
always demanded from 
the Vatican a virtual 
ban on our existence 
and the limitation of our 
activities. Moreover, this 
requirement was placed 
as a condition, in the 
form of an ultimatum, 
for the possibility of a 
meeting of the Pope 
and the Patriarch. In the 
past, we were accused 
of “expansion on the 
canonical territory of the 
Moscow Patriarchate,” 
and now our right to care 
for our faithful, wherever 
they are in need, is 
recognized. I assume 
that this also applies to 
the Russian Federation, 
where today we do not 
have the possibility of 
free and legal existence, 
or on the territory of 
annexed Crimea, where 
we are “re-registered” in 
accordance with Russian 
legislation and are 
effectively liquidated.

This change of emphasis 
is definitely positive, 
although essentially 
nothing new has been 
said. The recognition that 
“Orthodox and Greek 
Catholics are in need 
of reconciliation and 
of mutually acceptable 
forms of co–existence” 
is encouraging. We have 
been talking about this 
for a long time, and both 

Myroslav Ivan Cardinal 
Lubachivsky and His 
Beatitude Lubomyr 
frequently appealed to 
our Orthodox brothers 
with these words, but 
there was no answer. I 
hope that we will be able 
to foster bilateral relations 
with the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church (UOC), 
moving in this direction 
without interference from 
Moscow.

How would you 
comment on this 
statement: “We invite 
all the parts involved 
in the conflict to 
prudence, to social 
solidarity and to action 
aimed at constructing 
peace. We invite our 
Churches in Ukraine 
to work towards social 
harmony, to refrain 
from taking part in 
the confrontation, and 
to not support any 
further development 
of the conflict?”

In general, I would like to 
say that paragraph 26 of 
the Declaration is the most 
controversial. One gets 
the impression that the 
Moscow Patriarchate is 
either stubbornly refusing 
to admit that it is a party 
to the conflict, namely, 
that it openly supports 
the aggression of Russia 
against Ukraine, and, by 
the way, also blesses the 
military actions of Russia 

in Syria as a “holy war,” 
or it is appealing first of 
all to its own conscience, 
calling itself to the 
same prudence, social 
solidarity, and the active 
building of peace. I do 
not know! The very word 
“conflict” is obscure here 
and seems to suggests to 
the reader that we have 
a “civil conflict” rather 
than external aggression 
by a neighboring state. 
Today, it is widely 
recognized that if soldiers 
were not sent from Russia 
onto Ukrainian soil and 
did not supply heavy 
weapons, if the Russian 
Orthodox Church, instead 
of blessing the idea of 
“Russkiy mir” (“the Russian 
world”) supported Ukraine 
gaining control over its 
own borders, there would 
be neither any annexation 
of Crimea nor would 
there be any war at all. 
It is precisely this kind of 
social solidarity with the 
Ukrainian people and 
the active construction 
of peace that we expect 
from the signatories of 
this document.
I would like to express 
a few thoughts on the 
phrase that encourages 
Churches in Ukraine 
“to work towards social 
harmony, to refrain 
from taking part in the 
confrontation, and to 
not support any further 
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development of the 
conflict.” Churches and 
religious organizations in 
Ukraine never supported 
the war and constantly 
labored towards social 
peace and harmony. One 
need only to show some 
interest in the topics raised 
through the appeals of 
the All-Ukrainian Council 
of Churches and Religious 
Organizations over the 
last two years.

Instead, the appeal not to 
participate in the protests 
and not to support its 
development for some 
reason strongly reminds 
me of the accusations 
by Metropolitan Hilarion, 
who attacked the position 
of “Ukrainian schismatics 
and Uniates,” practically 
accusing us of being 
the cause of the war in 
Eastern Ukraine, at the 
same time, viewing our 
civic position, which we 
based upon the social 
teaching of the Catholic 
Church, as support for 
only one of the “sides 
of the participants in the 
conflict.”

In this regard, I wish 
to state the following. 
The UGCC has never 
supported nor promoted 
the war. However, we 
have always supported 
and will support the 
people of Ukraine! We 
have never been on the 
side of the aggressor; 

instead, we remained 
with our people when 
they were on the Maidan, 
when they were being 
killed by the bearers 
of “Russkiy mir.” Our 
priests have never taken 
up arms, as opposed 
to what has happened 
on the other side. Our 
chaplains, as builders of 
peace, suffer the freezing 
cold together with our 
soldiers on the front and 
with their very own hands 
carry the wounded from 
the battlefield, wipe away 
the tears of mothers who 
mourn their dead children. 
We care for the wounded 
and for those who have 
suffered as a result of 
the fighting, regardless 
of their national origin, 
their religious or political 
beliefs. Today, more than 
ever, the circumstances 
are such that our nation 
has no other protection 
and refuge, except from 
its Church. It is precisely 
a pastoral conscience 
that calls us to be the 
voice of the people, to 
awaken the conscience 
of the global Christian 
community, even when this 
voice is not understood 
or is disregarded by 
the religious leaders of 
Churches today.

Your Beatitude, will 
the fact that the 
Holy Father signed 
such an unclear and 
ambiguous document 

not undermine the 
respect that the 
faithful of the UGCC 
have for him, given 
that unity with the 
successor of Peter is 
an integral part of 
her identity?

Undoubtedly, this text 
has caused deep 
disappointment among 
many faithful of our Church 
and among conscientious 
citizens of Ukraine. 
Today, many contacted 
me about this and said 
that they feel betrayed by 
the Vatican, disappointed 
by the half-truth nature of 
this document, and even 
see it as indirect support 
by the Apostolic See 
for Russian aggression 
against Ukraine. I can 
certainly understand those 
feelings.

Nonetheless, I encourage 
our faithful not to 
dramatize this Declaration 
and not to exaggerate its 
importance for Church 
life. We have experienced 
more than one such 
statement, and will survive 
this one as well. We need 
to remember that our 
unity and full communion 
with the Holy Father, the 
Successor of the Apostle 
Peter, is not the result of 
political agreement or 
diplomatic compromise, 
or the clarity of a Joint 
Declaration text. This 
unity and communion 

with the Peter of today is 
a matter of our faith. It is 
to him, Pope Francis, and 
to each of us today, that 
Christ says in the Gospel 
of Luke: “Simon, Simon, 
behold, Satan demanded 
to have you, that he 
might sift you like wheat, 
but I have prayed for you 
that your faith may not 
fail. And when you have 
turned again, strengthen 
your brothers.”
It is for this unity with the 
Apostolic See that our 
Church’s twentieth century 
Martyrs and Confessors of 
Faith gave up their lives, 
sealing it with their blood. 
As we commemorate the 
70th anniversary of the 
Lviv Pseudo-Synod, let 
us draw from them the 
strength of this witness, of 
their sacrifice which, in our 
day, at times appears to 
be a stumbling block – a 
stone which the builders 
of international relations 
frequently reject; yet, it 
is precisely this stone of 
Christ of Peter’s faith, that 
the Lord will make the 
cornerstone of the future 
of all Christians. And it 
will be “marvelous in our 
eyes.” 

Interview in Ukrainian: Fr. 
Ihor Yatsiv

http://news.ugcc.ua/en/
interview/two_parallel_
worlds__an_interview_
w i t h _h i s _bea t i t ude_
sviatoslav_75970.html

“Two Parallel Worlds” – An Interview with His Beatitude Sviatoslav
(continued from previous page)
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Be patient, the declaration signed on Cuba cost the Vatican 
a lot of difficulties”, Apostolic Nuncio to Ukraine

15 February 2016

“I ask you to be patient. Not always all parties 
can say what they want to say. Sometimes 
it is necessary to find a compromise”, said 
Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti, Apostolic 
Nuncio in Ukraine during the Divine Liturgy in 
the Patriarchal Cathedral, commenting on the 
meeting of Pope Francis and Patriarch Kirill 
and joint declaration they signed.

“A meeting of personalities is always the 
mystery of God. We do not know what others 
think, and this is what we bring to God’s 
mercy,” said the Apostolic Nuncio.

He noted that many Ukrainians were 
concerned about meeting between the Pope and the Patriarch of Moscow and now there are different 
opinions and interpretations of this event. “I know how your nation suffers because of the difficulties 
of understanding. But, I ask you to be patient. Not always all parties can say what they want to say. 
Sometimes it is necessary to find a compromise in order to draw up a joint text, a joint declaration. 
His Beatitude knows well how much work and difficulties the text signed by Francis Pope and Patriarch 
Kirill cost for us,” said the spokesman.

The papal envoy emphasized that humanity needs something more than a text. “What people will 
remember - it’s their embrace. And the embrace is a holy thing. But, you may say, even Judas kissed 
Jesus Christ, but then betrayed him. Sometimes we are all little traitors. We must have hope and faith 
that the Lord can work wonders even through our little failures and weakness,” Archbishop Claudio 
Gugerotti said.

The Apostolic Nuncio said that in a few days he would set off for the conflict area “where people are 
suffering.” “This is the main purpose for which the Holy Father has appointed me there. I have to be 
with those who suffer, to help them in the name of the Pope. I gladly leave to others the opportunity 
to read and re-read different texts, declarations and find what they wish therein,” the representative of 
the Vatican in Ukraine said. He said that someone might call his trip an attempt of proselytism, “but it 
does not bother me,” said Bishop Claudio.

http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/catholics/apostolic_nunciatura/62524/
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Pope Francis Comments on Beatitude Sviatoslav Interview 
after Havana Pope-Orthodox meeting on 2/18/2016

 By Cindy Wooden, Catholic News Service

POPE FRANCIS: I UNDERSTAND THE FEELINGS OF THE UKRAINIANS

18 February 2016

Pope Francis gave a 
lengthy press conference 
on the flight back from 
Mexico to Rome on 
Thursday, among others 
sharing thoughts on the 
Church in Ukraine and 
Patriarch Sviatoslav 
reaction on the joint 
declaration signed in 
Cuba.

Pope said he understood 
these fears, expressed 
by Greek Catholic 
Archbishop Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk, adding that 
he is entitled to his own 
ideas regarding the 
conflict in Ukraine. It’s 
important to take the 
comments in context, 

the Pope insists, since 
Archbishop Shevchuk also 
describes the encounter 
as “a good thing” which 
he hopes will lead to 
further dialogue.
Please find the full 
translation of the Holy 
Father’s answer about 
the meeting and the 
Ukrainian Catholics 
reaction:

Pope Francis: 
[Conversation with Kirill] 
of two hours in which we 
conversed as brothers, 
sincerely, and no one 
knows what was said, 
only that which we said 
at the end, publicly, 
regarding that which we 
sought to accomplish 
during the discussion. 

Thirdly: that article, those 
declarations in Ukraine. 
When I read this, I was 
a little worried, because 
Sviatoslav Shevchuk said 
that the Ukrainian people, 
or some Ukrainians, or 
many Ukrainians feel 
profoundly saddened 
and betrayed.

First of all, I know 
Sviatoslav well: in Buenos 
Aires we worked together. 
When he was elected 
(at the age of 42, a fine 
man!) Major Archbishop, 
he returned to Buenos 
Aires to collect his things. 
He came to see me and 
gave me an icon – a 
small one – of the Virgin 
Tenderness, and said to 
me: “This accompanied 

me throughout my 
life: I want to leave it 
with you, because you 
accompanied me in 
these four years”. It is 
one of the few things 
that I brought with me 
from Buenos Aires and I 
keep in on my desk. He 
is a man that I respect 
and am close with; we 
call each other “tu” 
(the familiar form) So it 
seemed a little strange 
to me.

And I remembered 
something he had said 
to you [the press]: to 
understand a news item, 
a declaration, you need 
to find the hermeneutic of 

(continued on next page)

 
February 18, 2016

The pope also was 
asked (on his flight from 
Mexico back to Rome) 
about an interview 
Archbishop Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk of Kiev-Halych, 
major archbishop of 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, gave Feb. 
13 in which he said 
Ukrainians felt “deep 
disappointment” over the 
joint declaration.

“When I read this, I was 
worried,” said the pope, 
who explained that he 
has known and respected 
Archbishop Shevchuk for 
years.
 
The archbishop’s criticism 
seemed “a bit strange,” 
he said, but when people 
speak, their words must 
be read in the context 
of what they are living. 
The Ukrainians have the 
experience of Russian 

aggression toward 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church and Russian 
support for separatist 
fighting in Eastern 
Ukraine. That experience 
cannot be ignored, he 
said.
 
“You can understand how 
people in that situation 
feel this way,” the pope 
said. The archbishop’s 
right to express his opinion 
must be respected, he 

said, “especially in this 
situation.”

Excerpt from an 
article on http://
www . c a t h o l i c n ew s .
c o m / s e r v i c e s /
e ng l i s h n ew s /2016/
building-walls-to-keep-
immigrants-out-is-not-
christian-pope-says.cfm
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“all.” [You need to look 
at when he [Sviatoslav] 
said this. It was said in 
a declaration on 14 of 
February last, Sunday, 
last Sunday. And interview 
that he did with Father… 
I don’t remember, a 
Ukrainian priest; in 
Ukraine, and published. 
That news - the interview 
is two-and-a-half pages, 
more or less - that news 
is a small thing in the 
third paragraph from the 
end.

I read the interview, and 
I will say this: Shevchuk - 
this is the dogmatic part - 
declares himself a son of 
the Church, in communion 
with the Bishop of Rome, 
with the Church; he 
speaks of the Pope and 
closeness with the Pope, 
and of him, of his faith, 
and also of the orthodox 
faith. No problem with 
the dogmatic part, it’s 
orthodox in the best 
sense of the word, that 
is, Catholic belief. Then, 
as in every interview, as 
in this one for example, 
everyone has the right 
to add their thoughts. 
And he did not question 
the meeting [with Kirill], 
because about the 
meeting he said: “It is a 
good thing and we must 
move forward”, but in 
the second part, where 
the personal ideas are 
expressed. …This is one 

thing… it’s not dogmatic, 
but it’s what I think.

And thus [Sviatoslav] also 
has his personal ideas 
that are his opinion, 
and he has the right to 
have them. All of his 
comments are about the 
Declaration. About the 
meeting itself, he said: 
“This the Lord’s work, the 
Spirit that moves forward, 
the embrace…”: this is all 
good.

And the Declaration? 
The Declaration is 
debatable.

And there is something 
else to add: that 
Ukraine is in a time of 
war, of suffering, with 
many interpretations. I 
mentioned the Ukrainian 
people, asking for 
prayers and expressing 
my closeness many times, 
whether at the Angelus 
or in the Wednesday 
Audiences.

But the historical fact of 
a war… experienced, 
everyone has their own 
thoughts about it. what is 
this war? who stared it? 
how is is carried out? how 
is it not carried out?… 
It is obvious that this is 
an historical problem, 
but also an existential 
problem of that Country, 
and speaks of suffering.

And this is where I 
insert that paragraph 
[about Ukrainian’s hurt 
feelings], I will add this: 
what the [Ukrainian] 
faithful are saying can 
be understood… because 
Sviatoslav said: “Many 
faithful contacted me or 
wrote, saying that they 
are profoundly hurt and 
betrayed by Rome”. 
It is understandable 
that a people in that 
situation feel this way. 
The Declaration is an 
opinion, its an opinion on 
this question of Ukraine, 
but it also says that the 
war should stop and an 
agreement should be 
reached. Personally, I 
also said that the Minsk 
Accords should be put 
into practice, so that the 
elbow doesn’t not erase 
that which has been 
written by the hand. The 
Church of Rome, the 
Pope has always said: 
“Seek peace”.

I received both presidents 
[Russia and Ukraine] 
equally. And thus, when 
he expresses that which 
he hears from his people, 
I understand him, I do. 
But that is not the key 
item. The key is the whole 
interview. If you read the 
whole interview, you see 
that there are serious 
dogmatic things: there 
is a desire for unity, 
do move forward, an 

ecumenical sentiment – he 
is an ecumenical person… 
And there are also certain 
opinions… He wrote to me 
when he found out about 
the trip, the meeting, but 
as a brother, giving his 
opinions as a brother…

I am not displeased by 
the interview as it is.

I am not sorry in the sense 
that we must respect the 
freedom of each side 
to have their opinion 
in this difficult situation. 
And from Rome… At this 
moment, the Nuncio is at 
the frontier zone [Donbas] 
where the fighting is, 
helping the soldiers, the 
wounded. The Church of 
Rome has sent much help 
there, much help. And 
it always seeks peace, 
respecting the accords; 
that the Minsk Accords be 
respected….

This is the whole picture. 
But we must not be 
alarmed by one phrase [of 
Sviatoslav]: this is a lesson, 
that one item of news must 
be interpreted according 
to the hermeneutic of the 
whole, not of a part.

Adapted from the article 
on:  http://risu.org.ua/en/
index/all_news/catholics/
vatikan/62568/

POPE FRANCIS: I UNDERSTAND THE FEELINGS OF THE UKRAINIANS
(continued from previous page)
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Happy Birthday!

Ç Äнåì наðоäæåння!

March 3: Rev. Msgr. James Melnic
March 6: Rev. Leonid Malkov, C.S.s.R.

March 7: Rev. Paul Labinsky
March 7: Rev. Walter Pasicznyk

March 12: Rev. Volodymyr Baran, C.S.s.R.
March 13: Rev. Msgr. Peter Waslo

March 19: Rev. Vasyl Vladyka

* Happy Birthday to Rev. Mykola Bychok, 
C.Ss.R., his birthday was February 13. 

May the Good Lord Continue to Guide 
You and Shower You with 
His Great Blessings.  
Mnohaya Lita!

Íåõаé Äоáðèé Ãоñïоäü 
Òðèìаº  Âаñ ó Ñâо¿é  Îïіöі 
та Ùåäðо Áëагоñëоâèтü 
Âаñ. Многая Літа!

Congratulations on your 
Anniversary of Priesthood!

Âітаºìо ç Ðі÷нèöåþ Ñâяùåнñтâа!

March 5: V. Rev. Archmandrite Joseph Lee
    (46th Anniversary)

March 14: Rev. Vasyl Vladyka
    (24rd Anniversary)

March 20: Rev. Mykola Ivanov
 (11th Anniversary)

March 24: Rev. Deacon Paul Makar
  (29th Anniversary)

March 30: Very Rev. Archpr. David Clooney
  (52nd Anniversary)

March 31: Rev. John Wysochansky 
(59th Anniversary)

May God Grant You Many Happy and 
Blessed Years of Service in the Vineyard of 
Our Lord!  

Íåõаé Áог Îáäаðóº Áагатüìа 
Áëагоñëоâåннèìè Ðоêаìè Ñëóæіння â 
Ãоñïоäнüоìó Âèногðаäнèêó!

March 2016 - Áåðåçíÿ 2016


