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Highlights inside this issue:

PHILADELPHIA, PA — On Sunday, January 10, 2016 choirs from the Ukrainian Catholic churches joined 
together in presenting the annual  “Festival of Carols” at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception, Philadelphia.  A total of 16 musical organizations performed at the Festival.  After the Festival, 
a reception was held at the Cathedral Cafeteria. (Photos by Teresa Siwak, Tanya Bilyj and Peter Bilyj)

Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols

Combined Choir Finale 
Director: Bohdan Henhalo



JANUARY 24, 2016  2

Rev. Joseph Szupa, Cathedral Rector, 
welcomes everyone to the Festival.

Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols
(Photos: Siwak/Bilyj)

Ivan Shpylchak was the Master of Ceremony 
at the Festival of Carols.

Vocal Ensemble of the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA. 

Director: Bohdan Henhalo

Watch videos from the Festival on our YouTube Channel at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/thewayukrainian

See photos from the Festival on our 
“Archeparchy of Philadelphia” Facebook page. 
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Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols
(Photos: Siwak/Bilyj)

Children’s Choir of Ukrainian Heritage School, Jenkintown, PA.  
Director: Halyna Bodnar
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Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols
(Photos: Siwak/Bilyj)

Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols
(Photos: Siwak/Bilyj)

Choir of Saints Peter and Paul parish, 
Phoenixville, PA. 

Director: Marusia Domchewska

Children’s Choir of the Ukrainian Music 
Institute of America of Philadelphia

Director: Lesya Penkalskyj

Choir of Annunciation of the BVM parish,
 Melrose Park, PA. 

Directors: Lesya Penkalskyj, 
Irene Zwarych.
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Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols
(Photos: Siwak/Bilyj)

“Prometheus” Male Choir, Philadelphia, PA
Director: Roman Kucharskyy

Choir of St. Basil Academy, 
Jenkintown, PA.

Director: Sr. Germaine Senita, OSBM

Chamber Trio of St. Basil Academy, 
Jenkintown, PA.

Director: Thomas Meany
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Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols
(Photos: Siwak/Bilyj)

A Bach Solo
Volodymyr Savchak

Choir of the Assumption of the BVM 
Parish, Perth Amboy, NJ
Director: Alla Korostyl

Bandura Duet “Berehynia”
Yulia Stupen and Halyna Bodnar
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Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols
(Photos: Siwak/Bilyj)

Choir of St. Michael parish, 
Baltimore, MD

Director: Luba Semoushtchak

Male Choir “Dzvin”, 
Philadelphia, PA

Director: Nestor Kyzymyshyn

Choir of St. Michael parish, 
Jenkintown, PA

Director: Maria Kaminska
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Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols
(Photos: Siwak/Bilyj)

Quartet “VLYN” of Baltimore, MD
Vera McFeathers, Kateryna & George 
Popovich, and Luba Semouchtchak

Chamber Choir “Accolade”,
Philadelphia, PA

Director: Bohdan Henhalo

Metropolitan Stefan’s Greeting
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Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols
(Photos: Siwak/Bilyj)

Combined Choir Finale 
Director: Bohdan Henhalo

The Cathedral was filled with performers and attendees.
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PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD GOD AND SAVIOR 
INTO THE TEMPLE

February 2, 2016
Luke 2:22-40
 
When the days were completed 
for purification, according to 
the law of Moses, the parents 
took the Child (Jesus) up to 
Jerusalem to present Him to 
the Lord just as it is written in 
the law of the Lord, “Every male 
that opens the womb shall be 
consecrated to the Lord,” and 
to offer the sacrifice of “a pair 
of turtledoves or two young 
pigeons,” in accordance with 
the dictate in the law of the 
Lord.
 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon.  This man was righteous and 
devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  It had been 
revealed to him that he should not see death before he had seen the Messiah of the Lord. He 
came in the Spirit into the temple.  When the parents brought in the Child Jesus to perform the 
custom of the law in regard to Him, he took Him into his arms and blessed God, saying:  “Now 
Master, You may let Your servant go in peace, according to Your word, for my eyes have seen 
Your salvation, which You prepared in the sight of all the peoples, a Light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, a glory for Your people Israel.”
 
The Child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about Him.  Simeon then blessed 
them and said to Mary, His mother:  “Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rise of many 
in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted (and You Yourself a sword will pierce) so that 
the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 
 
There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.  She was 
advanced in age, having lived seven years with her husband after her marriage, and then as a 
widow until she was eighty-four.  She never left the Temple, but having served God day and night 
with prayer and fasting.  Coming forward at that time she gave thanks to God and spoke about 
the Child to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.

When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, the parents retuned to Galilee, 
to their own town of Nazareth.  The Child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 
favor of God was upon Him.
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FEAST OF THE THREE HOLY HIERARCHS

JANUARY 30, 2016

ST. BASIL THE GREAT
 
In the town of Caesarea 
in Cappadocia of Asia 
Minor in about the year 
330 a child was born to 
a young Christian couple, 
Basil and Emelia. The 
child was named after 
his father “Basil.”  The 
young Basil was delicate 
and sickly in his early 
years and received much 
attention and love.  He 
was taught and cared 
for by his parents and 
grandmother Macrina.  
He learned about God 
and how to think and 
speak properly.

Basil then studied in some 
fine schools in Caesarea 
and Constantinople.  
Afterwards he went to 
Athens, Greece to further 
his studies.  Finishing his 
education, Basil returned 
to Caesarea to head the 
schools there.  However, 
under the influence of 
his sister Macrina, Basil 
was baptized in 357.  
He desired to enter 
monastic life and for two 
years travelled around 
Egypt, Palestine, and 
Syria studying with some 
of the holiest teachers.  
Returning to Cappadocia 
Basil lived the life of a 
monk for five years.  
His friend, Gregory 
Nazianzen, and other 
young men joined him.  

Basil wrote a set of rules 
for monastic life that are 
in effect even today.  He 
founded orphanages, 
hospitals, and schools.

Basil sought to prevent 
Christians from being 
led away from the truth 
by non-believers.  He 
became a priest, bishop, 
and later Metropolitan of 
Caesarea.  He is noted 
for his work on church 
services, especially the 
Divine Liturgy which 
the Eastern Churches 
celebrate on special days 
of the liturgical year.  He 
died of overwork and 
poor health on January 
1, 379.  Basil was 
declared a saint and 
doctor {expert in Church 
teachings) of the Catholic 
Church. 

ST. GREGORY THE 
THEOLOGIAN

 In about the year 
320 Gregory was born 
in a small village called 
Arianzus in Cappadocia, 
north of Palestine along 
the Black Sea.  His 
father Gregory the 
Elder probably became 
a Christian through 
the prayers of his wife 
Nonna who already 
accepted Christianity.  
Gregory along with his 
brother attended schools 
in Cappadocia.  Gregory 
was a classmate of St. 
Basil the Great and 

remained friends for 
a long time.  When St. 
Basil the Great started 
his monastery, Gregory 
became a monk and 
helped Basil in forming a 
rule of monasticism that 
is in effect even today. 
 
St. Gregory had decided 
to become a priest 
under the influence of 
his father, who was also 
a priest.  Later St. Basil 
the Great, who was 
an archbishop at the 
time wanted Gregory 
to be named bishop.  
St. Gregory as bishop 
would later be sent to 
Constantinople to return 
the people to the faith 
and to restore peace and 
order to a place beset by 
quarrels, confusion, and 
corruption.  Gregory was 
a learned preacher and 
gave humble witness to 
the Christian Faith.  He 
is known for the beautiful 
poems and prose he 
composed. 

ST. JOHN 
CHRYSOSTOM

In about the year 347, 
St. John Chrysostom was 
born in Antioch, Syria.  In 
his youth, his father died 
and the mother, a widow, 
was given the task of 
rearing and educating 
her son. At age 18 John 
was an excellent lawyer.  
Nonetheless, John’s true 
interest was in the study 

of Sacred Scripture and 
prayer.

John desired to become 
a monk, yet he wanted 
to care for his widowed 
mother.  He stayed with 
her and lived a holy life at 
home.  He also prepared 
himself for the reception 
of the Holy Mystery 
(Sacrament) of Baptism.  
At that time Baptism was 
ordinarily given only to 
adults.  Saint Meletius, 
Archbishop of Antioch, 
baptized John.  Upon 
his mother’s death, John 
donated the money to 
the poor and entered 
monastic life.  For six 
years he lived together 
with other monks and 
then alone – praying, 
studying, and writing.

In 381 John became a 
deacon and in 386 a 
priest.  John was a good 
preacher – explaining 
God’s message in Sacred 
Scriptures.  He fearlessly 
criticized wrongdoers 
and warning against 
sinful living.  He spoke 
so eloquently that he 
was called “the Golden-
tongued.” 

In 397 John became 
Archbishop of 
Constantinople.  His 
sermons were filled with 
wisdom and common 
sense.  He advised 

(continued on next page)
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others not to believe 
in superstition, such as 
fortune-telling, magic, 
etc.  Many a pagan who 
heard his preaching had 
become Christian.  Many 
a person led away from 
the faith returned.  He 
studied long hours and 
compiled prayers for the 

FEAST OF THE THREE HOLY HIERARCHS
(continued from previous page)

Divine Liturgy which we 
celebrate even today.

Because of his steadfast 
preaching against sin, 
his enemies mistreated 
him and influenced the 
Emperor to exile him.  
Afterwards, a terrible 
earthquake occured.  

The people said that 
God was angered by 
the Emperor’s actions.  
John’s return would only 
be temporary for he was 
once again exiled into 
the bitter cold.  He settled 
in a lonely mountain 
village where he suffered 
from headaches, 

sleeplessness, and 
stomach problems.  In 
407 he died in Pomona, 
a province of Pontus.  Let 
us remember the man of 
God who said:  “I am 
lighting a lamp, the lamp 
of God.”

Blessing of Holy Water at the Cathedral

The Feast of Theophany commemorate Jesus’ 
baptism in the Jordan River by St. John the 
Baptist. 

On January 6, 2016, Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka, Rev. D. George Worschak, and 
Rev. Joseph Szupa blessed Holy Water at the 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception in Philadelphia, PA. Concelebrants 
also included Rev. Roman Sverdan and Rev. 
Walter Pasicznyk.

Watch a video of the blessing on our YouTube 
Channel at https://www.youtube.com/user/
thewayukrainian (Photos: Teresa Siwak, “The Way”)
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“Vatican Radio - English Section” Facebook Page Shares
  “Archeparchy of Philadelphia” Posts from Theophany

“Vatican Radio - English Section” Facebook Page shared the pictures and video that “The Way” took of 
the Water Blessing at the Cathedral on the Feast of Theophany.  Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka 
was the Main Celebrant and Homilist at the Divine Liturgy on January 6, 2016 at the Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA.

As of January 19, 2016, the Facebook post with the photos of Theophany received over 7,064 likes on the 
“Vatican Radio - English Section” Facebook Page.  

The photo album from Theophany was shared 428 times via the “Archeparchy of Philadelphia” Facebook 
Page.

Also, the Facebook post with the video of Theophany received over 1,112 likes on the “Vatican Radio - 
English Section” Facebook Page.

Cathedral Theophany Pictures on “Vatican 
Radio - English Section” Facebook page 

receives over 7,064 likes.

Cathedral Theophany Pictures on  
“Archeparchy of Philadelphia” Facebook 

Page were shared 428 times. 
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Eastern Rite Catholic and Orthodox churches celebrate Theophany

By John E. Usalis
Published: January 7, 
2016
Republican Herald

SAINT CLAIR — Eastern 
Orthodox and Eastern 
Rite Catholic churches 
around the world 
celebrated the Feast of 
the Theophany of Our 
Lord on Wednesday, 
including St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Saint Clair.

The feast, which includes 
the blessing of the 
“Jordan Water” and 
marks the manifestation 
of God made man 
in Jesus Christ, was 
celebrated with Divine 
Liturgies on the holy day 
or on the vigil Tuesday, 
which was also a day of 
fast and abstinence.

Monsignor Myron 
Grabowsky, pastor of 

St. Nicholas Church and 
St. Michael Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in 
Shenandoah, was the 
celebrant of the 9 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy.
The choir led the faithful 
with the chanting of 
prayers and hymns in 
English and Ukrainian.

The Feast of the 
Theophany of Our 
Lord is a major feast in 
Eastern Christianity that 
celebrates the Baptism of 
Jesus Christ in the River 
Jordan by St. John the 
Baptist. The importance 
of this event, described in 
the Gospels of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John, 
involves the first public 
manifestation of the 
Holy Trinity to mankind. 
Theophany comes 
from the Greek word, 
“theophania,” which 
means “appearance of 
God.”

Jesus’s baptism is the 

focus of the feast, with 
many prayers directed 
to it, such as one of the 
troparions during the 
Divine Liturgy:

“When you, O Lord, 
were baptized in the 
Jordan, worship of the 
Trinity was revealed, the 
voice of the Father bore 
witness to you, naming 
you the beloved Son, 
and the Spirit in the form 
of a dove confirmed the 
word’s certainty. Glory 
to you, O Christ God, 
who appeared and 
enlightened the world.”

The corresponding feast 
in Western Christianity is 
the Feast of the Epiphany, 
also on Jan. 6, when the 
Magi came to visit the 
Jesus and present Him 
with the gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh.

“The English word 
for ‘theophany’ is 
‘manifestation,’ so today 
we are here to celebrate 
the manifestation of the 
threefold Trinity of God 
— the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, this great 
revelation that has been 
given to us,” Grabowsky 
said during his homily.

Theophany in the Eastern 
church also included the 
Nativity of Our Lord 
God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, the appearance 
of the Magi and also the 
wedding feast at Cana 
— the appearances of 
God.

Msgr. Myron Grabowsky sprinkles 
parishioners with holy water as Charles 
Naradko holds the water after the Blessing 
of Water during the Feast of the Theophany 
on January 6, 2016 at St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Saint Clair.  (Photo: 
Jacqueline Dormer)  

(continued on next page)(Photo: Jacqueline Dormer)  
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“To be his (God) faithful 
children, we must be 
able to understand 
the glorious moment 
we celebrate now, this 
moment of him being 
revealed as the Son of 
God,” Grabowsky said. 
“After Jesus is baptized in 
the water, what occurs? 
We hear God our father 
announce to everyone 
that ‘This is my beloved 
son in whom I am well 
pleased.’ Each of us 
are sons and daughters 
of our heavenly father. 
As God our father 
announced to Jesus 
that he is his beloved 
son, we too share in this 
momentous occasion, 
for to us it should also 
be manifested to us the 

beautify of the revelation 
of the Trinity.”

At the conclusion of 
the liturgy, “The Great 
Blessing of Jordan Water” 
prayer rite was held. 
Grabowsky was assisted 
by parishioners Myron 
Yourshaw, Thomas Stock 
and Michael Buchinsky, 
who each held a trikiri, 
which is a liturgical 
candlestick with three 
lighted candles joined at 
the base. The three men 
held the trikiri during the 
service.

Grabowsky read the 
detailed prayers as he 
faced two containers 
holding water. He 
took the trikiri held by 

Eastern Rite Catholic and Orthodox churches celebrate Theophany
(continued from previous page)

Yourshaw, made the sign 
of the cross with it over 
the water, then turned 
it over and put it in the 
font, extinguishing the 
candles. He repeated 
the action with the other 
trikiri. After additional 
prayers, Grabowski 
leaned forward and 
blew on the water three 
times in the sign of the 
cross, then dipped his 
right hand into the water 
and made the sign of 
the cross three times. He 
also took the crucifix he 
held during the prayers 
and dipped it three times 
into the water.

With the assistance of 
parishioner Charles 
Naradko, Grabowsky 

walked through the 
church and used the 
Jordan Water to bless 
the church and everyone 
in it.

When the ceremony was 
concluded, people lined 
up to be anointed with 
holy oil by Grabowsky. 
People brought bottles 
and other containers to 
take the Jordan Water 
home with them. Many 
followed a tradition of 
drinking a small cup of 
the blessed water.

http://republicanherald.
com/news/eastern-rite-
catholic-and-orthodox-
chu rches - ce l eb ra te -
theophany-1.1992098

SS. Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Olyphant, PA. celebrates the Theophany

Rev. Iwasiw and Rev. Wysochansky bless 
the water as the parishioner Howard Smith 
participates in the services. 

(Photos: Lauren Telep)

The Feast of the Theophany, January 6, 2016, 
commemorates the Baptism of Our Lord. 

On the Eve of Theophany January 5th, 2016 at the 
7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy, the parishioners celebrated 
the  Holy Day of Obligation with the Blessing of the 
Water in the vestibule of the Church with Rev. Nestor 
Iwasiw, Pastor and Rev. John  Wysochansky.
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Julian Calendar Christmas
on January 7, 2016 at the

 Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception, 

Philadelphia, PA

Rev. Joseph Szupa, homilist

Metropolitan Stefan
proclaims the Gospel



Announcing the 2016 Women’s Day of Prayer:

Women as Caregivers:
Spiritual, Pastoral and Practical Matters

… the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness … Galatians 5:22.
… let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.

So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those
who are of the household of faith.  Galatians 6:9-10.

Once again, the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia, in 
partnership with the Sisters of the 
Order of St. Basil the Great, the 
Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate 
and the Missionary Sisters of the 
Mother of God will be sponsoring 
the 2016 Women’s Day of 
Prayer.  Developed by the members 
of the Philadelphia Archeparchy’s 
Committee for the Enrichment 
of Women, the theme for the 2016 
Women’s Day reflects the Committee’s 
Mission to offer women of all ages 
an occasion to grow spiritually and 

Announcements from Metropolitan Stefan Soroka

Effective January 1st, 2016, Rev. Gregory Maslak, Senior Priest at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 
of Immaculate Conception, is granted his request to be retired from full and active ministry in the 
archeparchy.  Rev. Maslak will continue to reside at Ascension Manor where he will celebrate occasional 
liturgical services for residents in the prayer chapel.

Effective January 1st, 2016, Rev. Walter Pasicznyk assumed duties and responsibilities as Assistant 
Parish Priest to the Rector of the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of Immaculate Conception.

Effective February 1st, 2016, Rev. Alexander Dumenko is relieved of his duties and responsibilities as 
Parish Administrator of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Millville, NJ to allow for an increased 
pastoral ministry at St. Stephen’s Ukrainian Catholic Church at Toms River, NJ.

Effective February 1st, 2016, Rev. Roman Sverdan is assigned as Parish Administrator of St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Millville, NJ, in addition to his current duties and responsibilities at the 
Chancery.

(continued on next page) Picture from Women’s Day 2015
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deepen their faith; to 
expand their social 
consciousness and 
their understanding of 
the social issues and 
problems facing today’s 
women and families; and 
to nurture their personal 
development through 
various opportunities for 
enrichment.

Last year, the 
Archeparchy’s Women’s 
Day of Prayer was held 
regionally at St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Passaic (New 
Jersey Deanery) and at 
Presentation of Our Lord 
Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Lansdale, Pennsylvania 
(Philadelphia Deanery).  
Attendance at both 
parishes was among the 
highest when compared 
to that of past Women’s 
Days; and the participant 
evaluations were nearly 
unanimous in giving the 
highest marks for the 
theme (Faith and the 
Family), setting (at the 
local parish) and program 
content (presentation and 
closing ritual).

Continuing in this same 
fashion, the 2016 
Women’s Day of Prayer 
will be presented in 
the Archeparchy’s 
Washington and North 
Anthracite Deaneries at 

the following locations:

THE UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC NATIONAL 
SHRINE OF THE 
HOLY FAMILY, 4250 
Harewood Road, 
Northeast, Washington, 
D. C., on SUNDAY, 
MARCH 6, 2016; and

ST. VLADIMIR 
UKRAINIAN GREEK 
CATHOLIC CHURCH, 
430 North Seventh 
Avenue, Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, on 
SUNDAY, APRIL 24, 
2016.

The Day will begin with 
Divine Liturgy at 10:30 
a.m.  Lunch, a formal 
program presented in 
English and a closing 
ritual will follow.  The 
Day will conclude by 
4:00 p.m.

As the 2016 theme 
suggests, the program 
will focus upon the 
pastoral and practical 
aspects of caring for 
family members with 
special needs due to 
chronic illness, disability 
and/or advanced age 
and will be presented 
within the framework of 
Sacred Scripture and 
the values and ideals 
of Eastern Christian 
Spirituality.  Additionally, 

suggestions as to how 
caregivers may provide 
spiritual, pastoral and 
practical “self-care” will 
be offered.

Our program will be 
presented by Sister 
Joann Sosler, OSBM, 
Assistant Provincial for 
Jesus, Lover of Humanity 
Province of the Order 
of the Sisters of St. Basil 
the Great, and Ann 
Stefanic, a parishioner 
of Presentation of Our 
Lord Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Lansdale, 
Pennsylvania.  Sister 
Joann’s presentation 
will address the pastoral 
aspects of caregiving.  Ms. 
Stefanic’s discussion will 
focus on the importance 
for caregivers to be 
mindful of their need for 
self-care.

Sister Joann holds a 
certificate in Clinical 
Pastoral Education (CPE).  
Her studies for this 
professional designation 
have provided her 
essential skills which 
enable her to contribute 
to the biophysical, 
psycho-spiritual and 
socio-relational healing 
of individuals and 
community.  Sister Joann 
has gained much practical 
experience in this area 
through previous service 

Women as Caregivers:
Spiritual, Pastoral and Practical Matters

(continued from previous page)

as chaplain at Jeanes 
and Abington Hospitals.
Ms. Stefanic has cared 
lovingly for both her 
mother (during her 
mother’s later years) 
and her brother who, 
throughout his lifetime, 
struggled with the effects 
of a chronic, disabling 
disease.  She will offer 
first-person insight into the 
rewards and challenges 
she experienced during 
her years as caregiver 
for these members of her 
family.

We cordially invite you 
to participate in the 2016 
Women’s Day of Prayer.  
An offering of $10 is 
suggested to help defray 
the cost of lunch.
For more information, 
please contact Sr. 
Dorothy Ann Busowski, 
OSBM, at 215-379-
3998.  Please plan to 
attend … and to bring a 
friend!
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Women as Caregivers: 
Spiritual, Pastoral and Practical Matters 

 

Sponsored by: 
 

The Ukrainian 
Catholic 

Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia 

 
The Sisters of 
the Order of 

Saint Basil the 
Great 

 
The Sisters 
Servants of 

Mary 
Immaculate 

 
The Missionary 

Sisters of the 
Mother of God 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 6, 2016 
at the 

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC NATIONAL SHRINE OF 
THE HOLY FAMILY 

 4250 Harewood Road, Northeast 
Washington, D. C. 

 
OR 

 
SUNDAY, APRIL 24, 2016 

at 
ST. VLADIMIR UKRAINIAN GREEK CATHOLIC 

CHURCH 
430 North Seventh Avenue 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 
 

St. John, Protector of the Theotokos and 
Patron of Caregivers 

In his Letter to the Galatians, St. Paul teaches us “… not (to) grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give 
up.”  Come join the women of the Archeparchy as our speakers address, within the framework of Sacred Scripture and the 
tenets of Eastern Christian Spirituality, the pastoral and practical aspects of caring for family members with special needs 
AND offer suggestions for caregivers on how to care for themselves spiritually, pastorally and practically. 

Our Day begins with Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m. at both locations followed by Luncheon and 
Program. 

 

Suggested 
Donation: 

$10 to Cover the 
Cost of Lunch 

 
Please Make 

Checks Payable to: 

Ukrainian 
Catholic 

Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia 

     REGISTRATION 
I will attend Women’s Day on  MARCH 6 in Washington (Registration Deadline:  February 20) 
I will attend Women’s Day on  APRIL 24 in Scranton (Registration Deadline:  April 10) 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Name 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
    City     State   ZIP 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
   Email       Phone 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Parish 

 

PLEASE MAIL REGISTRATION TO: 
Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM 

710 Fox Chase Road, Fox Chase Manor, Pennsylvania 19046 
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Sunday Lenten Vespers 
Schedule during the 

Great Fast in the Parishes 
of the Philadelphia Deanery

Sunday Devotions Schedule
 during the Great Fast 
in the Parishes of the 

South Anthracite Deanery

Sunday, February 
28—4 p.m. Annunciation 
of the BVM Church, 1206 
Valley Road Melrose 
Park, Pa  Sermon: Father 
Volodymyr Klanichka

Sunday, March 6--
-4 p.m. Protection of 
the BVM Church, 2026 
Bath Road, Bristol, Pa. 
Sermon:  Father Walter 
Pasicznyk

Sunday, March 13—4 
p.m. Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, 
830 North Franklin 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa.  
Sermon: Father John 
Fields

The Lenten Vespers are 
coordinated by Rev. 
Msgr. Peter Waslo, Dean 
and the clergy of the 
Philadelphia Deanery.

It is hoped that the 
faithful from throughout 
the area will travel 
from parish to parish 
each Sunday during the 
prayerful time of the 
Great Fast, not only for 
the spiritual enrichment 
provided during these 
services but also to meet 
other parishioners and 
to become more familiar 
with the churches that are 
part of the Philadelphia 
Deanery.

During this Lenten 
season, the faithful of 
the South Anthracite 
P r o t o p r e s b y t e r y 
of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia will 
continue the decades-
old tradition of gathering 
for Lenten devotions on 
Sunday afternoons in the 
churches of the deanery. 
During the services, the 
host pastor will also give 
a sermon.

The Lenten devotions 
begin each Sunday 
at 3 p.m. and are 
coordinated by the 
Protopresbyter Very Rev. 
Michael Hutsko and 
the clergy of the South 
Anthracite Deanery.  
After the services, a cake 
and coffee social is held 
in the respective parish 
halls. The proceeds from 
the weekly collection 
benefit the St. Josaphat 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Seminary in Washington, 
D.C.

The 2016 
L e n t e n 
D e v o t i o n 
schedule is 
as follows: 

Forgiveness Vespers, 
Feb. 7 (Cheesefare 
Sunday) — Protection 
of the Mother of God 

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, McAdoo, Pa.

First Sunday of the 
Great Fast, Feb. 
14 — Patronage of 
the Mother of God  
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Marion Heights, 
Pa..

Second Sunday of 
the Great Fast, Feb. 
21 — St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Saint Clair, Pa.

Third Sunday of the 
Great Fast, Feb. 28 
— St. John the Baptist 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Maizeville, Pa. 

Fourth Sunday of the 
Great Fast, March 6 
— Ss. Peter and Paul 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Mount Carmel, 
Pa.

Fifth Sunday of the 
Great Fast, March 13 
— St. Michael Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, 
Shenandoah, Pa.

Flowery (Palm) 
Sunday, March 20-- 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, 
Minersville, Pa.

Philadelphia, Pa.—
On Sundays during the 
Great Fast, the faithful 
of the parishes of the 
Philadelphia Deanery are 
invited and encouraged 
to participate in Lenten 
Vespers which will be 
held in a different church 
each Sunday of Lent.

The Lenten Vespers 
will begin at 4:00 p.m.  
Visiting clergy will be 
available for the Holy 
Mystery of Reconciliation 
before the services, 
hearing confessions 
beginning at 3:30 p.m.  
During the services, a 
visiting priest will also 
give a sermon.

The Lenten 
V e s p e r 
schedule is as 
follows:

Sunday, February 
14—4 p.m. Holy 
Myrrh-Bearers Church, 
900 Fairview Road, 
Swarthmore, Pa. Sermon: 
Father Paul Makar

Sunday, February 
21---4 p.m. St. Michael’s 
Church, 675 Cooper 
Landing Road, Cherry 
Hill, Pa. Sermon: Father 
D. George Worschak
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LEAGUE OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS OF AMERICA 
ANNUAL LENTEN RETREAT

March 11 to 13, 2016 

ST. MARY’S VILLA RETREAT CENTER, SLOATSBURG, NY
 
This year’s theme is “Merciful, like the Father”. This is the motto of Pope Francis’ Jubilee Year of Mercy. It is 
a time of exploring the meaning of mercy and our allowing God’s unconditional love and limitless mercy to 
transform our lives. We will explore prayer and forgiveness and our own ability to reconcile and forgive as well 
as expand our capacity to trust. This spiritual event will be our “door to mercy” through which we choose to 
pass, trusting in the power and love and mercy of God to transform our lives.
 
Retreat Director is Archpriest Father Daniel Troyan who is pastor of Holy Ghost Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church in West Easton, Pennsylvania. He has served in many Ukrainian Catholic parishes from Ohio through 
Pennsylvania in his 34 years of priesthood. He has served as Director of Evangelization and Coordinator for the 
Shroud of Turin exhibit for the Archeparchy of Philadelphia. He has been a member of the League of Ukrainian 
Catholics since his youth and is presently National Spiritual Director of the LUC.
 
Additional details along with registration information will be made available shortly.

PreLenten Pork and Kapusta 
Dinner, Scranton, PA

 
Sponsored by St. Vladimir Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church of Scranton

12:30pm - Sunday, January 31, 2016
 
Slow roasted pork loin, homemade pan gravy, 
sweet and sour cabbage [kapusta], real mashed 
potatoes, vegetable, applesauce, rolls, butter, 
dessert, coffee, tea, beverages
 
Adults $13.00; Students ages 6 to 12 $6.00; 
Children 5 years and younger free
 
Advance reservations required no later than 
Wednesday, January 27.
Contact Dorothy Fleck at 570 
346-4164
 
Takeouts available between 
11:30am and 12 noon
 
Divine Liturgy at 10:30am
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Climbing the Stairs to Mercy
ÒFor we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we 

have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we areÑyet he did not sin. Let us then 
approach GodÕs throne of grace with conÞdence, so that we may receive mercy and Þnd 

grace to help us in our time of need.Ó Hebrews 4:15-16

Two Conferences on Mercy 
This is a time for exploring the meaning of mercy and 

allowing God's unconditional love and limitless 
mercy to transform our lives. 

Holy Trinity Church (Carnegie, PA)
 Saturday March 5, 2016

Pokrova Church (Parma, OH) 
 Saturday April 16, 2016 
Both conference will start with registration at 
 9:30 am until 3:30 pm.  Free Admission  
Lunch will be available - donations accepted 

Confessions will be available

The program will feature three presentations 
followed by group discussion to share insights
and reflections. 

1. ÒWhat do we know about Mercy from the 
Scriptures?Ó - Rev. Jason Charron  

2. ÒDo we pray for Mercy in the Liturgy?Ó  -
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Archimandrite George Appleyard

3. ÒWhy practice Mercy in our Lives and Parishes?Ó - 
Rev. Michael Polosky

   More information will be provided in your 
parish bulletins or call (412)-279-4652 for 
Holy Trinity Church or (216) 524-0918 for 
Pokrova Church
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Ukrainian Christmas Display at the 
Treasury of Faith Museum

Every nation (people) has its own customs and traditions and with them are a couple of ethnic dishes 
and folk songs. In all nations ethnic dishes are associated with the Holy Days (Feast Days) along with the 
circumstances in which people reside.

The first big Feast Day of the year for us is the Nativity of Jesus Christ. On Christmas Eve, the entire day is 
a day of strict fasting, but at the dinner table appear traditional song and tasty dishes.  

The home is decorated according to the festal celebration.  Before the first star appears in the sky, straw 
is spread under the tablecloth and hay under the table and throughout the house to remind us that Jesus 
was born in a manger. Cloves of garlic are placed under the tablecloth to protect one against evil.
 
After the white or embroidered tablecloth is placed on the table, a Christmas bread, called a kolach, is 
placed in the center of the table.  This bread is braided into three rings, one on top of another. A ring is 
a symbol of eternity. Three rings symbolize the Holy Trinity. A candle is placed in the center of the topmost 
ring.

The table is set for all family members and guests. An additional place setting is placed on the table for 
the ancestors, who will be participating in spirit in the Christmas Eve dinner.

A sheaf of wheat stalks or of mixed grains, called a didukh, is placed in a place of honor under an icon. 
The didukh symbolizes the family’s 
ancestors. 

The display at the Treasury of Faith 
Museum was sponsored by Branch 
88, Ukrainian National Women’s 
League of America, Philadelphia 
Regional Council.  The Treasury 
of Faith Museum was established 
by Metropolitan Stefan Soroka 
to manifest, as well as preserve 
the Catholic faith, courage, and 
determination of our ancestors. It 
reflects the roots and history of our 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in the 
United States of America.

The Treasury of Faith Museum is 
located on the grounds of Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception in Philadelphia, PA.

The exhibition was opened on the 
20th December 2015 to 17th January 
2016.

UNWLA branch 88 members: Ulana Prociuk, Volodymyra 
Dukh, Lida Dyhdala, Lesia Stecyna, Oksana Tarasiuk, 
Olha Bilynsky, Marijka Cyhan. (Photo taken by Yurko 
Tarasiuk.)
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Some Visitors to the “Traditional Ukrainian Christmas Display” 
at the Treasury of Faith Museum on January 10, 2016

(Photos: Teresa Siwak)
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Students from Episcopal Academy Newtown Square, PA visit 
“Traditional Ukrainian Christmas Display”

Students from Episcopal Academy 
Newtown Square, PA visited the 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception, the 
Byzantine Church Supplies Store 
and the Treasury of Faith Museum 
in Philadelphia, PA on Tuesday, 
January 12, 2016.  Pictured with the 
group are Rev. Walter Pasicznyk and 
Mother Evhenia, MSMG.  (Photos: Sr. 
Timothea, MSMG)
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February 7th  

2:00 pm 
 

St. Mary’s Chapel in 

Sloatsburg, NY will be 

blessed as a “Holy 
Door” for this  

Jubilee Year!  
 

The Sisters Servants  

invite all to come and celebrate this special service. 
 

Pope Francis wants these Holy 
Doors to become a  

“Door of Mercy” through which 
all who enter will experience the 

love of God, Who consoles,  

pardons, and instills hope.”  

The service will begin at 2:00 
pm in the Gallery with a proces-

sion, and will be bi-lingual.   

All are invited to come and pray 
privately in the chapel before an 
icon of the Mother of God, Door 
of Mercy used by Pope Francis 

opening the Holy Doors in 
Rome.  Refreshments will be 
served following the service.  
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St. Mary’s Villa Chapel – to be designated “Door of Mercy”

The Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate joyfully announce and welcome all 
to St. Mary’s Villa Chapel in Sloatsburg, NY on February 7th, as Bishop Paul 
Chomnycky, Eparch of Stamford, will declare and bless St. Mary’s Chapel as a 
“Door of Mercy,” especially during the 62nd Holy Dormition Pilgrimage August 
13-14, 2016, as a place where the Jubilee indulgence may be obtained.  

The following are necessary to gain the plenary indulgence.

• Pass prayerfully through the Holy Door

• Offer the “Our Father”, the “Hail Mary”, and the “Glory be” three times 
each for the intentions of  the Holy Father

• Celebrate the Sacramental Mystery of Repentance (Confession) with a 
sincere intention to renounce  sin

• Receive Holy Communion.

Beginning in February, the Sisters will include in the diocesan newspapers a series of articles and pictures 
depicting the corporal works of mercy by their foundress, Blessed Josaphata Hordashevska and the first 
Sisters Servants. 

Sr. Kathleen, SSMI

“His Mercy Endures Forever”
In announcing the 
Jubilee Year of Mercy, 
Pope Francis drew our 
attention to Psalm 136, 
where the phrase “His 
mercy endures forever” 
is repeated no less than 
26 times. By one count, 
this refrain appears in 
the Bible 41 times. 

Why is this refrain so 
ubiquitous in both Old 
and New Testaments?

Francis explains: “To 
repeat continually ‘His 

mercy endures forever’ 
seems to break through 
the dimensions of space 
and time, inserting 
everything into the 
eternal mystery of love. 
It is as if to say that not 
only in history, but for all 
eternity man will always 
be under the merciful 
gaze of the Father.” 

Before his Passion, 
Jesus prayed this psalm. 
Matthew attests to this in 
his Gospel when he says 
that, “when they had 

sung a hymn,” Jesus and 
his disciples went to the 
Mount of Olives. 

When He instituted the 
Eucharist, He did so in 
the light of His mercy. 

Within the very same 
context of mercy, Jesus 
entered upon His 
passion and death, 
conscious of the great 
mystery of love that he 
would consummate on 
the cross. 

Knowing that Jesus 
himself prayed this psalm 
makes it even more 
meaningful for us to take 
up the refrain in our daily 
lives by praying these 
words of praise: “His 
mercy endures forever.”

Our prayer today: I thank 
you every day Lord, for 
Your enduring mercy. It 
is only because of Your 
mercy that I am saved. 

-Mr. Peter Yaremko



JANUARY 24, 2016  28

The blessings of 100 Years
Sister Bohdonna Podney, OSBM

January 9, 2016, was a blessed day as Sister Bohdonna 
Podney, OSBM, celebrated a century of living, loving, and 

giving.  Hierarchy, clergy, Sisters, family, employees, and alumnae gathered 
to give thanks for the blessing of Sister Bohdonna in their lives.  His Grace 
Metropolitan Archbishop Stefan Soroka was the main celebrant at the Divine 
Liturgy of thanksgiving.  Concelebrating were Msgr. Peter Waslo, chaplain; 
Reverend Father Edward Higgins; and Father Roman Swerdan. Afterwards 
all the guests joined Sister Bohdonna in the dining room for a festive dinner, 
during which frequent wishes for “Many happy years!” echoed through the 
room.   

During her lifetime Sister Bohdonna has contributed much to the Order of the 
Sisters of Saint Basil the Great and has been a model to be respected and 
emulated as one who gave her life to something bigger than herself.  Sister 
Bohdonna loved life and was always passionate about offering herself and 
her talents to the world.  She served as teacher at Saint Basil Academy and 
as a professor at Manor College as well as working at various parishes in the 
United States.  As provincial, Sister led her community through the changes 
in religious life as declared by Vatican II.  For several years Sister Bohdonna 
resided in Mississauga, Canada, where she was commissioned by the General 
Superior to begin a Basilian Mission. Upon returning to the Motherhouse in Fox Chase, Pennsylvania, Sister 
retired from active duty on one front while immediately immersing herself in another; she taught herself to 
use the computer and began designing cards for all occasions while keeping in touch with others through 
e-mail.   

The greatest gift Sister Bohdonna 
possessed was that she has 
learned the secret of living life – 
instead of worrying about aging, 
she was always committed to 
living every moment with love, 
grace, and gratitude.  

A fitting conclusion to the 
celebration was the visit of students 
from the Ukrainian Saturday 
School and Switlychka with their 
presentation of the Vertep. Sister’s 
face was beaming as she sang 
the familiar Ukrainian Christmas 
carols along with the children, no 
doubt remembering the many years of her involvement with such presentations in the past.  

We congratulate Sister Bohdonna and pray for her. We also wish her health, happiness, and a longer life!  
Mnohaya i Blahaya Lita! 

Metropolitan Stefan 
 congratulates 

Sr. Bohdonna on her
 100th Birthday!



Students Give Back to the St. Nicholas Parish and 
Minersville Community

Junior Marian Sodality Coordinates
Annual Feast of St. Nicholas Collection

For “Birthright”

The students of St. Nicholas School in Minersville, 
PA celebrated the feast of St. Nicholas by following 
the example of the school’s patron saint. During the 
Divine Liturgy on the Feast, students brought gifts to 
be distributed to disadvantaged and unwed mothers 
and their babies through the local “Birthright, Inc.“ 
organization. Sister Natalya, SSMI and the officers of 
the Junior Sodality delivered the gifts to the “Birthright” 
office and learned more about the organization and 
the Right to Life Movement.

Students Sponsor a Luncheon to Show 
Support to Minersville Police Department

On December 16, the 8th grade students from St. 
Nicholas visited the Minersville Police Department 
and sponsored a luncheon with the police officers 
and staff. This was to show support for the local 
police as part of the “Citizens Behind the Badge” 
program. Students raised money for the luncheon 
through a school dress-down day.

Junior Sodality Bakes Cookies for Parish Shut-Ins

On the Friday before Christmas, members of the St. Nicholas Junior Sodality gathered at the Convent 
to make and decorate cookies with Sisters Natalya and Zenovia, SSMI. The cookies were added to the 
Christmas dinners that the Senior Sodality Women make and deliver to the parish shut-ins. The girls made 
between 12-15 dozen cookies. The students of the parish Religious Education Program made Christmas 
cards that were also added to the dinners.
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NEW YEAR…NEW BEGINNING
The Reading, PA, parish of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary began a new chapter 
in their parish history at the beginning of 
January 2016.

On Saturday, January 2, the parish’s 
new church and altar were blessed and 
consecrated by Metropolitan Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka.  Joining His Grace and the 
parish pastor, Father Andriy Rabiy, were 
Rev. Archpriest Daniel Troyan, Fr. Roman 
Dubitsky and Msgr. Peter Waslo, priests of 
other churches in the Ukrainian Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia, as well as several guest 
priests from the neighboring Roman Catholic 
churches in the area and religious Sisters,  
Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God 
from Philadelphia and Sisters of St. Basil the 
Great from Fox Chase.
 
One of the guest priests was Father Stephen Halabura, who built the church building in 1974-1975, which 
had been home to Saint Anthony’s Roman Catholic parish until their closing in June 2015.

The opening of the new church at 504 Summit Ave in the Millmont section of Reading brings the Nativity of 
the BVM Parish back to its roots.  The first Ukrainian settlers in the Reading, Berks County area opened a 
Ukrainian Catholic church on that very spot over 100 years ago.  After 10 years or so the church moved to 
the Laurel St area of Reading, occupying a few different buildings, then building the church that was closed 
after 62 years on December 27, 2015.

The consecration service was a beautiful 
beginning for and a showering of 
blessings on the parishioners at the newly 
renovated church building.  During the 
service, Archbishop Stefan spoke of this 
new church and property as a sign of 
strength and hope for the parish’s future.  
His Grace also likened the endeavor of 
Father Andriy and the parishioners to 
Saint Joseph, who upon being visited by 
an angel, took the Holy Family to Egypt, 
a direction they were not planning, but 
nonetheless was God’s will.  So too has 
the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
parish taken on a new direction under 
God’s guidance with the help of their 
pastor.

(continued on next page)

Archbishop Stefan, Fr. Paul Makar, Fr. Andriy Rabiy 
and Fr. Roman Dubitsky at the Consecration.

Fr. Roman Dubitsky, Fr. Paul Makar, Fr. Andriy Rabiy, 
Archbishop Stefan, Fr. Roman Sverdan and Rev. 
Archpriest Daniel Troyan at the reception after the 
Consecration.
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NEW YEAR…NEW BEGINNING
(continued from previous page)

A reception followed the service in the new church hall 
with words of prayer and wisdom from Rev. Archpriest 
Daniel Troyan, our pastor and Father Paul Makar.  One of 
the church’s trustees and long time parishioners, George 
Kowal, also reflected on the parish’s past, present and 
future and stated that the founders and former pastors 
of the parish, including his own father, Father Wolodymyr 
Kowal, would be very pleased to see the hard work of 
the people in continuing God’s work in the community 
and growing the parish.

The following day, Sunday January 3, the very first Divine 
Liturgy was celebrated in the newly consecrated church.  
Once again Metropolitan Archbishop Stefan Soroka was 
the main celebrant.  His Grace was greeted in the church 
vestibule by the parish’s young adults and children.  The group presented His Grace with the traditional 
Ukrainian bread of hospitality, along with an icon of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, red roses and 
sunflowers, one of Ukraine’s national flowers.  Both, the children and Archbishop Stefan spoke of how we 
as Christians must follow the light of God’s presence just as the sunflowers follow and turn their faces to the 
sun. Archbishop Soroka and Father Andriy Rabiy were again joined at the altar by visiting clergy, Father 
Roman Dubitsky, Father Roman Sverdan and Father Ihor Royik.  There were also several guest Roman 
Catholic priests and religious in attendance, as well as Pennsylvania Senator representing Berks County 
Judy Schwank.  

After the beautifully sung Liturgy, a dinner was held at the church hall.  Senator Schwank made a special 
presentation of a citation on behalf of the Pennsylvania State Senate to Father Andriy and the parish.  Prayers 
and words of inspiration were presented by the clergy.  Parish trustees Jeff Polyniak and Debbie Marco 

spoke of how good it is for the parish to be starting 
this new chapter and how all of the prayers, hard 
work and dedication of the parishioners have 
helped to get the parish to this point and will 
continue to strengthen the parish in years to come. 
Entertainment was provided by the parish children 
and the Ukrainian music group “Fourth Wave”, 
both entertaining the guests with lovely renditions 
of Ukrainian and English Christmas carols.  At the 
closing of the dinner, Pastor Father Andriy Rabiy 
outlined briefly parish plans and intentions for 
the parish and thanked Archbishop Stefan and 
parishioners for their support and making this day 
happen.  Father Andriy also added thanks to all 
who attended the two day events, which marked 
a beautiful new beginning for the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary parish as the 110th year 
of the parish begins with prayers and hopes for 
another 110 years!  Mnohaya lita!

Senator Judy Schwank reads the citation

Melanie Sayres, Stephen Polyniak and 
Bernadette Marco with children of the parish 
greet Archbishop Stefan
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His Beatitude Sviatoslav on Christmas: “When God touches a 
human in His Nativity, their fear turns into hope”

07 January 2016
  
Today Christ’s Church 
is celebrating one of 
the greatest Christian 
holidays – holiday of 
birth of Son of God in 
a human’s body, who 
comes to save a human 
from sin and death. In the 
books of Scriptures we 
read that the only Son of 
God who was born from 
God Father, Who, before 
the creating of world 
was the One through 
Who and for Whom this 
world appeared. We 
confess the divinity of Son 
of God in “The Symbol 
of Faith”, when we say: 
“Through Him all things 
were made”. Son of God 
enters human’s history, is 
begotten and becomes 
a human, touching the 
deepest foundations of 
human’s life in all historical 
times and epochs. 

His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
said about it during his 
homily on Hierarchical 
Divine Liturgy on Nativity 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
at Patriarchal Cathedral 
of the Resurrection of 
Christ, in Kyiv, January 
7th . With the Head of the 
Church concelebrated: 
Archbishop Claudio 
Gudgerotti, Apostolic 
Nuncio in Ukraine, Bishop 
Josyf of Kyiv Archeparchy 
of the UGCC, Bishop 
Bohdan, the head of the 
Patriarchal Curia of the 

UGCC.

Explaining the spiritual 
sense of a holiday, His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav 
signified that in the 
Gospel about Nativity, 
we find words “Do not 
be afraid” three times. 
Firstly, we hear them 
from the Angel Gabriel, 
when he addresses to 
Mary on the Annunciation 
Day: “Do not be afraid, 
for you have found favor 
with God”. Secondly, the 
angel speaks to Joseph 
the Betrothed in a dream, 
dissipating the doubts 
about the one, who has 
to be born from Mary: 
“Do not be afraid to take 
Mary your wife into your 
home; for it is through the 
Holy Spirit that this Child 
has been conceived in 
Her”. Thirdly, the angel 
speaks to the shepherds, 
who were watching over 
their flock on Christmas 
night: “Do not be afraid; 
for I proclaim to you good 
news of great joy; for 
today in the city of David 
a Savior has been born 
for you who is Messiah 
and Lord”.

“When God touches a 
person in his Nativity, then 
their fear turns into hope, 
pain into joy and dark 
night is shining with a 
heaven’s light. What can 
feel a person, who has 
been touched by God? 
They blossoms out. What 

can feel a person who is 
afraid of their future? But 
their future lies in a crib 
on hay. What can feel a 
person who is searching 
God in their pains? He 
touches them, heals their 
wounds, turns to dignity 
and freedom, and joy 
comes back to them”, 
- said the Head of our 
Church.

His Beatitude noted in his 
sermon that God in His 
Nativity is similar to a good 
physician, who comes to 
a person and they are 
healed: “Touching human 
gently with a newborn 
Child, God touches 
everyone alive, changes 
everything what we live 
out and shows new future 
horizons”.

His Beatitude Sviatoslav, 
remembering Gospel’s 
“Do not be afraid”, noticed 
that everyone who has 
heard these started doing: 
the Magi from East were 
following star, seeking the 
King Who was born; the 
shepherds left their flocks 
and hurried to find the 
Child, Who was foretold 
by the angel. For, “the 
One, who was touched 
with love and hope cannot 
but share this worry with a 
neighbor”.

Thus we, celebrating 
Christmas not in easy 
times, hear from heavens: 
“Do not be afraid! Today 

your Savior has been 
born. However, do not be 
passive, but share God’s 
touch in a way to help 
people to live a Christmas 
joy”.

“An ancient Ukrainian 
carol - the way that has 
inspired and lifted up.  
When we go caroling, 
Christmas joy touches all 
of us”, - His Beatitude 
said.

“On the Feast of 
Christmas I want every 
Ukrainian to be touched 
with God’s love of a 
newborn Savior. Let our 
joy reach everyone who 
is sad; reach those who 
we cannot visit physically. 
Today, let us have in our 
hearts those, who are a 
front, because owing to 
them we can pray. Let us 
remember about needy 
ones and those who don’t 
have anyone to share 
this joy with”, - asked His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav.

At the end of the homily 
His Beatitude added: 
“Let Christmas become a 
power for the Ukrainian 
people that will turn 
our fear into hope and 
uncertainty into a joy of 
the Christmas season.”
 
Department of Information 
UGCC

http://news.ugcc.ua

JANUARY 24, 2016  32



His Beatitude Sviatoslav: “Ukrainians are heroes 
who are building their future”

11 January 2016
 
It is important to feel that 
we are not members of a 
certain tragedy. We know 
that this contradiction 
between blind fate and 
human freedom is the 
gist of Greek tragedy. It 
is absolutely not the case 
here and now. We are 
heroes who are building 
our future. But we need to 
do it only in God and with 
Him, so that the Nativity 
of our Savior would save 
us from new danger. So 
that this Nativity would 
become a driving and 
creative force behind the 
existence of our people.

Patriarch Sviatoslav, the 
Head of the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church, 
had said on the Sunday 
after Christmas during a 
sermon to the faithful in 
the Patriarchal Cathedral 

of the Resurrection of 
Christ.

His Beatitude said that on 
this Sunday after Christmas 
we remember King David, 
who is the best example 
of flourishing freedom in 
the history of the Israeli 
people. We celebrate the 
memory of Joseph the 
Betrothed, who saved the 
history of the Holy Family 
and made the history 
of the Holy Family. As 
well as the first bishop 
of Jerusalem Jacob. 
The head of our church 
believes “Their memory, is 
now an invitation for each 
of us to become masters 
of our own history, 
cooperate with the God 
in what we call “salvation 
history,” which is the story 
of man’s liberation, the 
search for his dignity, i.e 
of a man who finds his 
true freedom in God. For 

where there is no God, 
there is slavery. Only in 
God and with God can 
mankind be free and 
preserve one’s dignity.”

In his view, biblical 
prophecies move the 
souls of Ukrainians in a 
very special way. The 
Patriarch stated, “Once 
again it seems that our 
people, our country 
ceases to be an actor 
of international relations, 
and becomes the object 
of bidding, negotiation 
... Ukrainian people, who 
spoiled the politicians’ 
cards in the Revolution of 
Dignity, came again onto 
the stage of world history, 
now have to respond to 
the call for freedom, which 
it can get and maintain 
only together with the 
Newborn Savior.”

The patriarch urged the 

faithful to reflect on the 
fact that we as a People 
of God are called to re-
open again the history 
of our own existence, 
our own people. For the 
people who do not know 
their history have no 
future.

“So, let us pray to our 
Newborn Savior so that 
He stay with us and that 
He come in and take over 
the history of the Ukrainian 
nation and its being. 
May we build our future 
together with Him, leaving 
aside fear, but with great 
faith, hope and love in 
our own God-given land 
“- implored the Patriarch.  
 
Information Department 
of the UGCC.

http://risu.org.ua/en/
index/all_news/catholics/
ugcc/62142/

The museum to commemorate Babyn Yar victims to be open in Kyiv

12 January 2016

A museum will be 
built in Ukraine next 
year to mark the 75th 
anniversary of one of the 
biggest single Holocaust 
massacres, the mayor 
of the Ukrainian capital 
announced last week.  
“Since we understand 
that the world is very 
fragile, we must transfer 
to future generations 

the memory of the 
mistakes of humanity 
that must never, under 
any circumstances, be 
repeated,” said the Mayor 
of Kiev, Vitali Klitschko, 
whose  grandmother 
was Jewish.

It is known that during 
the German occupation 
of Kyiv in 1941-1943, the  
years that the Babyn Yar 
became a place of mass 

executions of civilians 
by German invaders 
The victims were Soviet 
prisoners of war; Jews 
and Gypsies - by ethnicity.   
Soviet activists sought out 
and held and executed 
underground members, 
the Organization of 
Ukrainian Nationalists 
(mainly OUN members) 
hostages, “saboteurs,” 
curfew violators and 
others.

Within two days, on 
September 29th and 
30th, 1941, about 
34,000 Jews were shot.

h t t p : / / r i s u . o r g . u a /
en/ i ndex/a l l _news/
community/62165/
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Ukrainian envoy to the Holy See: Pope Francis will 
never forsake Ukraine and seeks final resolution of the 

conflict in eastern Ukraine

12 January 2016

The traditional New Year’s meeting of 
the Pope with the heads of diplomatic 
missions of foreign states and 
international organizations accredited 
to the Holy See was held on January 
11.

The Pope delivered a speech dedicated 
to the results of diplomatic activities 
of the Vatican, the main international 
events of the past year and the 
challenges facing the international 
community on the eve of 2016.

In his speech, the Pontiff separately commented on the situation in Ukraine.The Holy Father said: “May this 
Holy Year of Charity will be an especially favorable time to finally put an end to the conflict in Eastern 
Ukraine. Extremely important is the diverse support that the international community, individual countries 
and humanitarian organizations can offer to the country in order to overcome the current crisis.”

After the speech, the Pope held a short meeting with the Ambassador of Ukraine. Pope Francis welcomed 
the Ukrainian Ambassador with the Christian slogan “Christ is Born!” After the traditional reply “Glorify 
Him!”, the Ambassador conveyed the New Year and Christmas greetings to the pontiff from the government 
and people of Ukraine.

Tetiana Izhevska thanked the Holy Father for constant attention to our country, prayers and blessings for 
Ukraine and expressed hope that the Ukrainians would soon have an opportunity to greet the pontiff on 
their land. Pope Francis, for his part, assured the Ambassador that he will “never forsake Ukraine.”

Pope Francis spoke to the Diplomatic Corps Accredited to the Holy See as part of his traditional exchange 
of New Year’s greetings with the diplomats, Catholic News Agency informs. There are currently 180 
ambassadors of other countries to the Holy See, 86 of whom reside in Rome.  .An annual occurrence, The 
Pope’s speech to diplomats, an annual occurrence, is one of the most important that he gives at the beginning 
of the year just begun, and sets the Holy See’s diplomatic tone for the rest of the year. He encouraged 
the diplomats to make efforts in building peace, but said that doing so would mean “rethinking entrenched 
habits and practices,” beginning with the arms trade, financing and sustainable development policies, the 
provision of raw materials and energy, investment, as well as “the grave scourge of corruption.”

http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/catholics/vatikan/62160/
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Pope gives catechesis on mercy in the Bible

January 13, 2016

(Vatican Radio) During 
his weekly general 
audience, Pope Francis 
spoke on the mercy of 
God as spoken in the 
Bible.

Delivering his catechesis 
Wednesday in the 
Vatican’s Paul VI hall, 
the Pope said in the Old 
Testament, God reveals 
he is the God of Mercy.

The Holy Father explained 
how the Hebrew word for 
Mercy evokes the sort of 
tenderness shown by a 
mother for her child.

The Pope said that In 
Sacred Scriptures  the 
God of mercy is gracious, 

slow to anger, and 
abounds in “steadfast 
love and faithfulness.”

Pope Francis concluded 
his catechesis by inviting 
the faithful during the 
Jubilee of Mercy to “turn 
to God with all our heart, 
trusting in His mercy 
and grace, His infinite 
faithfulness and love.”

Below find the official 
English language 
summary of Pope Francis’ 
catechesis:

Dear Brothers and 
Sisters:  

In this Jubilee Year, our 
weekly catechesis will 
explore the mystery of 
divine mercy.  In the 

Book of Exodus, God 
defines Himself as the 
God of mercy.  In words 
which echo throughout 
the Old Testament, He 
tells Moses that he is “the 
Lord, a God merciful 
and gracious, slow to 
anger and abounding 
in steadfast love and 
faithfulness” (Ex 34:6).  The 
Hebrew word for mercy 
evokes the tender and 
visceral love of a mother 
for her child.  The God 
of mercy is also gracious, 
ever ready to understand 
and forgive.  He is slow 
to anger, prepared to 
wait patiently, like a wise 
farmer, for the seeds of 
repentance to grow in 
our hearts.  Likewise, 
He abounds in steadfast 
love and faithfulness.  

God’s love, freely given, 
precedes any merit on our 
part; His faithfulness, like 
that of the father in the 
parable of the prodigal 
son, has no limits.  He 
waits for us, ever ready 
to forgive our sins and 
to welcome us back to 
a right relationship with 
Him.  In this Year of 
Mercy, may we turn to 
God with all our heart, 
trusting in His mercy 
and grace, His infinite 
faithfulness and love.

http://en.radiovaticana.
va/news/2016/01/13/
pope_gives_catechesis_
o n _ m e r c y _ i n _ t h e _
bible/1200729

Ukrainian Marian Shrines are depicted on an icon of the 
Mother of God, Patroness of Europe

In September of 2015, 
Bishop Milan stated 
that the Head of the 
Bishops’ Conference of 
Europe visited the Holy 
Land.  In Jerusalem and 
Galilee, the group met 
with Christians from the 
Holy Land.  At the closed 
monastery  of Bath 
Hemal, the nuns had 
painted an icon of the 
Mother of God, Pokrov:  
Protector (Patroness) of 
Europe.  It was given to 
them as a present.
 

Pictured in the icon, we 
see the main shrines 
dedicated to the Mother 
of God in Europe 
and in the world:  the 
Annunciation Basilica in 
Nazareth, the pilgrim 
shrine at Lourdes, France 
and at Ephesus, where 
it is believed that the 
Mother of God lived with 
the apostle, John.
 
The icon is a sign of 
solidarity with Ukraine.  
The monastic sisters had 
two of our Marian shrines 

depicted:  the pilgrimage 
site of Zarvanytsya and 
also Mountain Rotonda 
dedicated to the Pokrov 
– Protection of the Most 
Holy Mother of God.  
This had brought much 
satisfaction to the Bishop 
that two of our Marian 
sites were included.

Translation – The Way 

http://risu.org.ua/ua/
index/all_news/culture/

sacral_art/62192/
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UGCC has a new bishop

15 January 2016
  
On Thursday, January 
14, 2016, Vatican 
officials reported that 
the Holy Father Francis 
named Rev. Volodymyr 
Hrytsii, a teacher of 
novices in Lviv Province 
of the Congregation of 
the Most Holy Redeemer, 
who was elected by the 
Synod of the UGCC as 
auxiliary bishop of Lviv 
Archeparchy of UGCC, 
giving him the titular seat 
(Dioecesis Bahannensis).

Biography of Fr Volodymyr 
Hrutsiy, UGCC.

Born on August 19, 1976 

in the city of Dobromyl 
in Lviv. On August 19, 
1994, he entered the 
Redemptorist novitiate.

On August 19, 1995, he 
took his first vows.

On 19 August 2000 he 
took lifelong vows.

On July 12, 2001 he 
was ordained a priest by 
Bishop Andriy (Sapelyak).

 He studied philosophy in 
Krakow (Poland), theology 
in Tuhiv (Poland) and 
Innsbruck (Austria), where 
he received a master’s 
degree. The theme of 
master’s work: “Hans Urs 

von Balthasar’s theology 
of the Great Sabbath 
and its understanding by 
the Ukrainian Church.”

 After a pastoral year he 
was sent for continued 
theological studies to 
Innsbruck, where in 2008 
he received a doctorate 
in dogmatic theology, in 
particular, the Sacraments, 
at a local university. 
Thesis: “Holy Sacrament 
of Penance in the light 
of the Resurrection of 
Christ.  While in Austria, 
he worked and further 
chaired the Pastoral 
Consultation Center, 
which is a joint project of 
religious congregations 

and local churches.

In 2009-2013, he held the 
post of director of studies 
at the Lviv Province of 
Redemptorists. Presently 
he is a master of 
novices.

http://risu.org.ua

Every migrant has a story and culture of value, Pope Francis says
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by Elise Harris

Vatican City, Jan 17, 
2016

On Sunday Pope Francis 
offered special greetings 
to 6,000 migrants and 
refugees who were 
gathered in S. Peter’s 
Square, telling them not 
to be discouraged by 
negative experiences, 
but rather to find hope 
in the Lord.

“Dear migrants and 
refugees, each one 
of you carries within 
yourself a story, a culture, 
of precious value; and 
often unfortunately 

experiences of misery, 
oppression and fear,” 
the Pope said Jan. 17.

He spoke to an especially 
large crowd gathered in 
St. Peter’s Square for his 
Angelus address, which 
fell on the same day 
as the World Day of 
Migrants and Refugees. 
The day was also 
celebrated as a special 
Jubilee of Migrants as 
part of Francis’ larger 
Jubilee of Mercy.

In October Pope Francis 
issued a special message 
for the day, titled 
“Migrants and Refugees 
Challenge Us. The 

Response of the Gospel 
of Mercy.”

In his comments Sunday, 
Francis told the migrants 
that their presence in the 
square is “a sign of hope 
in God,” and urged them 
not to allow themselves to 
be “robbed 
of hope 
and the joy 
of living, 
which derive 
from the 
experience 
of divine 
mercy, also 
thanks to 
the people 
w h o 
w e l c o m e 

(Photo) https://www.facebook.com/
emb.va/photos

and help you.”

Adapted from the 
article on  http://
www.ewtnnews.com/
catholic-news/Vatican.
php?id=13151  
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Happy Birthday!

Ç Äíåì íàðîäæåííÿ!

February 1: Rev. Roman Pitula
February 3: Rev. Evhen Moniuk
February 6: Rev. Robert Hitchens

February 16: Rev. Mr. Donald Latrick
February 19: Very Rev. Archpr. John M. Fields

February 22: Rev. Uriy Markewych
February 26: Rev. T. Frank Patrylak
February 26: Rev. Myron Myronyuk

February 28: Rev. Ivan Turyk

May the Good Lord Continue to 
Guide You and Shower You with 
His Great Blessings.  
Mnohaya Lita!

Íåõàé Äîáðèé Ãîñïîäü Òðèìàº  
Âàñ ó Ñâî¿é  Îï³ö³ òà Ùåäðî 
Áëàãîñëîâèòü Âàñ. Ìíîãàÿ Ë³òà!

Congratulations on your 
Anniversary of Priesthood!

Â³òàºìî ç Ð³÷íèöåþ Ñâÿùåíñòâà!

February 12: Rev. Ivan Demkiv
(24th Anniversary)

February 14: Bishop John Bura
(45th Anniversary)

February 27: Rev. Mr. Theodore Spotts
(16th Anniversary)

May God Grant You Many Happy 
and Blessed Years of Service in the 
Vineyard of Our Lord!  

Íåõàé Áîã Îáäàðóº Áàãàòüìà 
Áëàãîñëîâåííèìè Ðîêàìè 
Ñëóæ³ííÿ â Ãîñïîäíüîìó 
Âèíîãðàäíèêó!

February 2016 - Ëþòèé 2016


