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SUNDAY AFTER THEOPHANY
JANUARY 10, 2016
MATTHEW 4:12-17
When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and went to
live in Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulon and Naphtali, that what had been said through the
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulon and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sit in darkness have seen a great light, on those dwelling
in a land overshadowed by death, light has arisen.” From that time on, Jesus began to preach, saying:
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

Feast of the Theophany of Our Lord
The Feast of Theophany is a celebration of an historic event,
the Baptism of Christ. In addition, we celebrate all the different
manifestations of God (Theophanies) to men in the Person of
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. We celebrate in this Feast His
mysterious union with humanity in the Church--a union of faith and
love, engendering men to a new spiritual life in Baptism. The event
of the Baptism of Christ in the Jordan River (Mk. 1:9-11) serves to
reveal this union in a clear and special manner.
In accordance with the Gospel this is the first revelation of the
Father, Son and the Holy Spirit--the Holy Trinity. The icon brings
this revelation to us. At the top of the icon, the opening of heaven
is symbolized by the segment of a circle. This circle signifies God’s
presence and witness at the event. Emanating from the circle are
rays of light surrounding the Holy Spirit, depicted in the figure of
a dove descending upon our Savior who is being baptized in the
Jordan by John. In this graphic manner, the father and the Holy
Spirit give testimony to the appearance of the Son of God in the
flesh among mankind.
In this icon, we are immediately drawn to the Person of Christ. He stands in the waters of the Jordan. The
iconographic imagery expresses that not just a part, but the entire body of Christ is immersed in the Jordan
in token of His burial; for in Colossians we read: “In baptism you were not only buried with Him but also
raised to life with Him because you believed in the power of God Who raised Him from the dead.” (2:12)
The icon’s illustration of the total immersion of Christ as well as His right hand blessing the waters signifies
the sanctification and purification of the waters by Christ. No longer is water an image of death, but an
image of birth into a new life which we share with Christ Who took upon Himself the sins of the world. In
Christ we celebrate that all of creation is renewed.
A further illustration of our coming to share this new life in Christ is the symbol of Christ undergoing Baptism
“clothed” in the nakedness of Adam, the Father of all mankind. Through Christ’s sanctification of the waters,
He enables us to be raised up with Him and to put on the robes of incorruptibility. The role of John the
(continued on next page)

JANUARY 10, 2016

2

Feast of the Theophany of Our Lord
(continued from previous page)

Baptist is depicted by the placing of his right hand on the head of Christ---a gesture which has always been
an integral part of the sacramental ritual of Baptism. With his left hand, John makes a gesture of prayer,
symbolizing the trembling awe which overwhelmed him at the sight of the divine manifestation.
Present in the icon are angels with their hands covered. Their heads are bowed as an indication of their
role of service to God and their reverence for Him Whom they serve.
The Icon of Theophany brings us visually and symbolically to the presence of the manifestation of God,
the revelation of the Trinity, and the deep, spiritually rich significance of Baptism. In its presence we know
that God does reveal Himself to us and that through our Baptism, established by the Baptism of Christ,
we are made new in Christ.
(God With Us Icon Series)

Metropolitan Stefan hosts Clergy Gathering on the
Feast of St. Stephen
Christmas social hosted by Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka at the archbishop’s residence for all
archieparchial clergy and their families on Sunday afternoon, December 27, 2015. The Prometheus Ukrainian
Male Chorus also came caroling during the social.

The Feast of Stephen the Protomartyr

Deacon Door at
the Cathedral

JANUARY 10, 2016

In the homily offered by MetropolitanArchbishop Stefan Soroka, on December 27,
2015 at the Cathedral in Philadelphia, he
spoke about how each of us has a special
saint that was assigned to us at our Baptism.
He said that when we pray to saints and
mention them in our daily prayers, it invites
them to walk with us. Metropolitan Stefan
said how he asks St. Stephen for guidance
and encouragement in his prayers.

3

Watch a video on our
YouTube Channel.

Metropolitan Stefan celebrates Feast Day with the
Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great
On December 15, 2015 the Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great hosted His Grace, Metropolitan
Stefan Soroka for a Feast Day celebration. His Grace celebrated the Divine Liturgy in Holy Trinity Chapel.
This was followed by a festive dinner in the sister’s dining room. Good food, good desserts and good
conversation followed along with the exchange of feast day and Christmas gifting.
Best wishes for extended to His Grace by Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, Provincial Superior after which the
Sisters intoned “Many Happy Years”. More pictures are on the Sister’s website. http://www.stbasils.com

Metropolitan Stefan celebrates Feast Day with the
Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate
The SSMI’s were honored to be able to celebrate Archbishop Stefan Soroka’s Feast Day in Sloatsburg on
December 28th. Archbishop celebrated an 11:00 Divine Liturgy followed by a festive dinner. More pictures
are on the Sister’s website. http://ssmi-us.org/
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Christmas with the Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God

Christmas Day 2015 dinner served at the Motherhouse of the Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God
after the Divine Liturgy in the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia.
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka and Archbishop emeritus Stephen Sulyk enjoyed the hospitality of
the Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God. (Photo: Rev. John Fields)

Christmas Eve
Holy Supper at the
Archbishop’s
Residence

Christmas Eve 2015 Holy
Supper (Sviaty Vechir) hosted
by Metropolitan Stefan Soroka
at the archbishop’s house
in Philadelphia. Archbishop
emeritus Stephen Sulyk and
the Missionary Sisters of the
Mother of God were some of
the guests. After the traditional
meatless meal, Christmas carols
were sung by all.
(Photos: Rev. John Fields)
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Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church, Mt. Carmel,
Pa. holds Annual Candlelight Christmas Pageant on Sunday,
December 20, 2015

Photo is from their Facebook Page

“Peace Light from Bethlehem”
“Peace Light from Bethlehem” brought to the
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception, Philadelphia, PA during the 9:00am
Ukrainian Liturgy on Sunday, December 20, 2015.
The Scouts carried a lantern and lit a special candle
on the Tetrapod with the flame from the “Peace
Light from Bethlehem.” After the candle was lit,
Rev. Joseph Szupa carried the candle and placed
it on a candle stand on the steps leading towards
the Iconostas. A representative from the Ukrainian
Scouts read a speech in Ukrainian followed by
words of thanks by Rev. Szupa. (Watch a video
on our YouTube Channel.)
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Carolers from Hillside, NJ bring Bethlehem Peace Light
Hillside,
NJ
-Immaculate
Conception
Ukrainian
Catholic
Church in Hillside, NJ parish carolers
visited the retired Sisters of Mercy
and clergy at McAuley Hall on the
campus of Mt. St. Mary Academy
in Watchung, NJ on Saturday,
December 26, 2015. The carolers
sang Christmas carols in Ukrainian
and English.
This year, the carolers had the
privilege of presenting the retired
sisters and clergy with the Bethlehem
Peace Light flame. For centuries, a
flame has burned continuously at the
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem
(i.e. the Holy Land) at the site of Christ’s birth. The flame symbolizes peace, love and goodness.
Various Scouting organizations, including Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, arrange for the flame to
be transferred from Bethlehem and distributed throughout the world during the Christmas season. Austrian
Airlines transported the flame via Tel Aviv to Vienna, Austria in the presence of a scout. Then the flame was
flown to New York City via Austrian Airlines.
Upon receipt from the parish carolers, the retired Sisters of Mercy took the flame and transferred it to their
chapel in Watchung, NJ. The retired sisters and clergy expressed their appreciation to the carolers.
Afterwards, the parish carolers
visited parishioners in their homes
and nursing homes throughout
Union County, Morris County,
Somerset County and Middlesex
County.
Everyone was blessed to give
and receive the “Christmas
Spirit”!
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Treasury of Faith Museum hosts
“Traditional Ukrainian Christmas Display”
The Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God greeted visitors to the “Traditional Ukrainian Christmas Display”
at the Treasury of Faith Museum (located on the grounds of the Cathedral). The Display is courtesy of the
Ukrainian National Women’s League of America Branch 88, Philadelphia Regional Council and was open
to visitors on December 20, December 27, January 3, and January 10th. (Photos: Teresa Siwak)

Sr. Evhenia, MSMG and Sr. Timothea, MSMG with some visitors on December 27, 2015.

Sr. Martin, MSMG with some visitors on January 3, 2016.
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Annual Christmas Breakfast with St. Nicholas at
St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Northampton PA on Saturday, December 5, 2015

Rev. David Clooney
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Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka visits
St. Michael the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Frackville, Pa, on Sunday, December 13, 2015

Metropolitan Stefan poses for a picture
with Rev. Pitula, Deacon Paul Spotts,
and Altar Servers

Deacon Paul Spotts proclaims the Gospel
during the Liturgy in Frackville, PA

Metropolitan Stefan poses for a picture with the presenters of
the Christmas Pageant in Frackville, PA
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Class of 2016 Receives Rings at Assumption Catholic
School in Perth Amboy, NJ
Fr. Ivan blessed the rings that
represent the hard work and
accomplishments of the students
of the Class of 2016. Each student
was filled with excitement as they
anticipated their own special
moment at which they were given
their ring. In his homily, Fr. Ivan
said that ACS ring is not only a
symbol of power and prestige, it
is more importantly a symbol of
service, a reminder that authority
is ...to be used for good, it is to
be put to service for the benefit of
fellow students. At the conclusion
of the ring ceremony students
posed for many pictures showing
their new rings. Following the
pictures, the Class of 2016 and
their invited guests went downstairs
for a small celebration. They
were treated to an assortment
of bagels and muffins. They also
had a chance to spend some
time with family and where they
begin the traditional “turning of
the ring.” Parents, teachers and
friends took turns turning the ring
the same number of times as the
year they graduate in. For the
class of 2016, the ring will be
turned 116 times. Traditionally,
a special person takes the last
turn which is done in the opposite
direction to lock in the luck.
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Sister Emellia (Mildred) Prokopik, OSBM
1920–2015
After a brief illness Sister Emellia Prokopik, OSBM, fell asleep in the Lord
at 11:30 a.m. on December 17, 2015. Her health and strength had been
declining steadily since Thanksgiving, and the Sisters at the monastery
in Fox Chase kept vigil at her bedside praying and speaking with her.
Among the many who came to visit Sister Emellia at this time were His
Beatitude Sviataslav Shevchuk and His Grace, Metropolitan Archbishop
Stefan Soroka. The loving devotion of the Sisters who served with her and
the visits from distinguished leaders of the Church attest to the special
qualities this humble and hard-working servant of Christ possessed.
Sister Emellia was born in Arnold, Pennsylvania. She, her parents, and her
seven siblings were parishioners at St. Vladimir’s Church. Emellia entered
the Order of Saint Basil the Great on July 23, 1936. She made her first
profession on August 27, 1939, and professed her final vows before the
Most Reverend Constantine Bohachewsky on August 27, 1945.
After entering the Order, Sister Emellia finished her high school education at Saint Basil Academy. Her
teachers at the academy and her superiors at the convent quickly recognized Sister Emellia’s potential and
decided that she was meant for higher education at a time when few women were even permitted to walk
through the doors of a university. Higher education suited Sister Emellia well, contributing to her God-given
ability to solve complex problems and work efficiently at intricate tasks. Sister earned her BA with a major
in Latin from Catholic University in Washington, DC and her MA in Latin from Villanova University.
She completed courses toward her PhD in school administration at Fordham University.
As a Sister of the Order of Saint Basil the Great, Sister Emellia wore many hats and was known by many
titles. She served as principal of Saint Basil Academy, St. Nicholas School in Chicago, St. George Elementary
School and St. George Academy in New York, and Immaculate Conception in Hamtramck, Michigan. She
also served as Academic Dean at Manor College.
Sister Emellia later served the Order as provincial councilor, Mother General, and General Councilor,
working diligently at all tasks these positions entailed while serving as a mentor to others. A leader and a
pathfinder, Sister Emellia reached above and beyond the edges that others were often too timid to test. In
the 1950s, when the Order was centralized in Rome she played a very important role. As Province Historian
her tireless efforts in researching the history of the Province yielded a wonderful book entitled Keepers of
the Flame, which told the history of the Basilian Sisters in America from 1911 through 2001.
In 1971, Sister Emellia was elected Superior General in Rome, Italy. She served in this position at a very
promising but difficult time in religious life. Charged by the Church with overseeing and directing the renewal
of religious life, she led each of the Basilian provinces in following the guidelines set forth by Vatican II,
thus shaping the future of the Order and the Constitution that defines its principles. In her role as Superior
General (a position she held until 1983), Sister Emellia visited Basilian Sisters throughout the world.

(continued on next page)
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Sister Emellia (Mildred) Prokopik, OSBM
1920–2015
(continued from previous page)

Sister Emellia went on to serve as General Councilor in Rome from 1983 to 1989. It was during this time
that she worked diligently and devotedly to maintain contact with Basilian Sisters behind the Iron Curtain.
And when that Iron Curtain finally came down, Sister Emellia was appointed Special Delegate to the
Basilian Province in Ukraine.
Upon Sister Emellia’s return to the United States in 1995, then Archbishop Stephen Sulyk commissioned her
to work as promoter for the Beatification of Metropolitan Andrew Sheptytsky. Sister Emellia worked tirelessly
for this cause; after many years and much effort, the Holy See has at last approved the beatification of the
Ukrainian Metropolitan, a decision made shortly before Sister Emellia’s spirit left her body and returned to
the Lord.
Parastas was celebrated on December 20, 2015 by His Grace, the Most Reverend Stefan Soroka, Very
Reverend Philip Sandrick, OSBM, Monsignor Peter Waslo and Reverend Edward Higgins. Celebrants at the
Divine Liturgy and burial on December 21, 2015 were the Sister’s chaplain Monsignor Peter Waslo, Very
Reverend Philip Sandrick, OSBM, Reverend Leo Goldade, OSBM and Reverend Eugene Khomyn, OSBM.
Sister Emellia will be missed by family members, by Sisters of Saint Basil the Great throughout the world,
by her dearest friend Sister Bohdanna, and by hundreds of students who sat and learned in her classes.
May her memory be eternal!

Plan to attend the 2016

WOMEN’S DAY OF PRAYER to celebrate

Women as Caregivers:
Spiritual, Pastoral and Practical Matters
Come pray, reflect and grow while being enlightened and strengthened through the
scriptures and listening to other women caregivers as they share their experiences.
This year’s Women’s Day of Prayer will be held on:

SUNDAY, MARCH 6, 2016

at the
Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of
the Holy Family
4250 Harewood Road, Northeast
Washington, D. C.

SUNDAY, APRIL 24, 2016

at
St. Vladimir Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church
430 North Seventh Avenue
Scranton, Pennsylvania

Our day begins with Divine Liturgy (11:30 a.m. at the Shrine of the Holy Family;
10:30 a.m. at St. Vladimir’s).
Lunch and the program follow the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy.
Additional details will be forthcoming.
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Reading, PA Parish Moves to New Location
On Sunday, December
27, 2015, the Nativity
of the Blessed Virgin
Mary parish in Reading,
PA closed a chapter.
The Divine Liturgy was
celebrated for the last
time to complete the
parish’s 62 year stay at
the Laurel Street location
prior to moving to the
newly purchased church
property in the Millmont
section of Reading.

in the Ukrainian Catholic
community.

Sister Cecelia and Sister
Rita of the Order of
Saint Basil the Great,
who are daughters of
the parish, were also
in attendance. At the
reception that followed
the Liturgy, Sister Cecelia
spoke about how their
vocations flourished from
the love and support they and food sales that
received from the Nativity have come to be regular
Joining Pastor Father of the BVM parish where events in the parish.
Andriy Rabiy at the altar they grew up.
The overall message
were Father Roman
Dubitsky and Monsignor The reception also took from all of the speakers
Peter Waslo. It was a parishioners on a walk at the reception was that
beautifully concelebrated down memory lane with the parish is the people.
parishioners It was stated more than
Liturgy, which concluded several
with a remembrance of recalling the people, once that the Reading
the deceased founders, church organizations and parish is a vibrant parish
members and former activities that helped to thanks to the hard
pastors of the parish as bring the parish to where work, dedication, love
well as a blessing for it is today. Days of choir and prayers of all of its
many happy years for practices and sodality parishioners, past and
those who are still living capes were mentioned, present.
to carry on God’s work as well as the beginnings
in the parish or elsewhere of the church bazaars As it is often said, when

God closes one door,
He opens another. Just
as the parish moved
into the location at
Laurel Street 62 years
ago with the blessings
of Our Lord, so too will
the move to the new
location be showered
with God’s blessings
as the Nativity of the
BVM parish approaches
a momentous 110th
anniversary
in
the
Reading, PA area!
Article submitted
Debbie Marco

by

Group picture at the old location on Laurel Street. (Photo submitted by Debbie Marco)
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Pictures from the Consecration of the new church in Reading,
PA on Saturday, January 2, 2016

Greeting Metropolitan Stefan to the new parish
location on 504 Summit Ave, Reading, PA

On January 2, 2016 Nativity of
the BVM parish, Reading, PA was
blessed to welcome ArchbishopMetropolitan Stefan Soroka who
was the main celebrant at the
consecration of the church. A
new altar was built, washed and
blessed before it was covered
with linens, the tabernacle and
a seven branch candle. We are
very grateful for the grace of
God to have this new church
blessed, which will be our new
home for many generations to
come!
https://www.facebook.com/
NativityBVMchurchReading/

Metropolitan Stefan places the icons of the four
Evangelists into the corners of the Altar as Rev.
Paul Makar assists. (Photo: Rev. Daniel Troyan)

(The above photos are from the parish
Facebook page.)
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Pictures from the first Divine Liturgy of the new church in
Reading, PA on Sunday, January 3, 2016
On January 3, 2016 we had a great honor to have His Grace Stefan Soroka, Archbishop-Metropolitan of
our Archeparchy, to celebrate the first Divine Liturgy at our new church. Fr. Ihor Royik, Fr. Roman Dubitsky,
Fr. Roman Sverdan, Fr. John Fields, and Fr. David Clooney were concelebrants at the Liturgy. The choir did
a great job singing responses with Deb Kazmierczak and Debbie Bishop Marco leading. About 200 people
were in attendance from Reading, Lancaster, Manville/Hillsborough NJ.

Group photo with Metropolitan Soroka at the first Divine
Liturgy in the new church in Reading, PA.
(Photos are from the parish Facebook page.)

Senator Judy Schwank was present
at the Liturgy and presented
the parish with a formal citation
approved by the State Senate at
the reception. Our great trustees
- Debbie Marco and Jeff Polyniak
- extended their welcome and
thoughts about the historic events
happening in the parish. Children
of the parish sang Christmas carols
and took a group picture with
Metropolitan Stefan. Many and
many thanks to Rebecca Lynn and
Ellen Rohrbach for setting up the
hall and preparing food, which
was very delicious!!! A special
THANK YOU to Reading’s chapter
of Knights of Columbus for coming
to the consecration and first Divine
Liturgy with Metropolitan Stefan! The
Knights were a part of processions
and honored our Archbishop! May
God bless you!
https://www.facebook.com/
NativityBVMchurchReading/

JANUARY 10, 2016

16

Northeastern Pennsylvania’s
Malanka 2016
Northeastern Pennsylvania’ s 12th annual MALANKA is
scheduled for Saturday evening, January 16, 2016 from
6:00pm to 12:30am at St. Vladimir Parish Center, 728 North
Seventh Avenue, Scranton. The festive evening will include a
generous Ukrainian and American dinner buffet catered by
Paul Wanas of Accentuate Caterers, cash bar, complimentary
bubbly toast and dancing to the popular Ukrainian orchestra
“Fata Morgana”. Door prizes will be awarded.
Tickets are $45.00 per person and can be obtained as by
contacting Michael Trusz, Ticket Chairman at 570 489-1256
or via one’s parish
No tickets will be sold at the door, therefore advance
reservations are required. Wearing Ukrainian apparel is
encouraged. Doors will open at 5:45pm. Divine Liturgy at
4:30pm

Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols
Sunday, January 10, 2016 at 3:00 PM
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
830 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123
----------------------------------------------

Фестиваль Українських Різдвяних Колядок
Неділя, 10-го cічня 2016 року о 3-й годині пополудні
Катедра Непорочного Зачаття
Філадельфія, ПА

Blessed Teresa of Calcutta to
be made a Saint
December 18, 2015
(Vatican Radio) Blessed Teresa of Calcutta is
to be made a Saint. Pope Francis on Thursday
authorized the Congregation for the Causes of
Saints to promulgate a decree regarding a miracle
attributed to the intercession of Blessed Teresa (nee
Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu).
Blessed Teresa, known
around the world as
Mother Teresa was
born August 26, 1910
and died September
5, 1997. She was
foundress
of
the
Congregation of the
Missionaries of Charity
and the Missionaries of
Charity.
http://en.radiovaticana.va
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Blessed Teresa of
Calcutta - AFP

Consecration of Archbishop Yevgen Myroslav Popovych in Przemysl
December 20, 2015
		
On December 19th,
2015 in the Cathedral
of St. John the Baptist in
Przemysl, the Father and
Head of the Ukrainian
Greek-Catholic Church
His Beatitude Sviatoslav
celebrated
a
Divine
Liturgy along with the
appointed
Archbishop
Yevgen (Popovych) for
the Metropolitan throne.
Nearly forty bishops from
Poland, Ukraine and
Slovakia
participated
in
this
remarkable
event. Among them, in
particular, were present apostolic nuncio in Poland Archbishop Celestino Migliore and a Secretary of the
Congregation for the oriental Churches, Archbishop Cyril Vasyl’.
The Divine Liturgy started at 10.00 with a procession from the Episcopal chamber to the Cathedral of
St. John the Baptist. His Beatitude Sviatoslav, the Head of the UGCC, was greeted by the faithful of
Archeparchy of Przemysl-Warsaw and the dean of the Cathedral. Afterwards, Archbishop Ivan (Martynyak)
greeted all Church dignitaries and representatives of Polish and Ukrainian government.
During the Divine Liturgy Bishop Yevgen was consecrated for the Metropolitan throne. On praying was
signed a canonical protocol about a newly-appointed Archbishop of Przemysl-Warsaw, bishop Yevgen.
Later on, Archbishop Cyril Vasyl’ and Bishop Volodymyr (Yushchak), eparch of Wroclaw-Gdansk greeted
all present. Also were read Words of congratulations were read from, Andrzej Duda, President of Poland,
and Petro Poroshenko. President of Ukraine, Newly-consecrated Archbishop and Metropolitan of PrzemyslWarsaw, Yevhen (Popovych), in his speech expressed his thanks to all.
At the end of the celebration, the clergy and faithful of Przemysl-Warsaw Archeparchy thanked Archbishop
Ivan (Martynyak) for his previous pastoral work and welcomed Bishop Yevgen as their new Archbishop and
Metropolitan.
The UGCC Department of Information with the materials of cerkiew.nazwa.pl
http://news.ugcc.ua/en/news/in_przemy%C5%9Bl_was_held_a_consecration_of_archbishop_yevgen_
myroslav_popovych_75655.html
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Pope Francis Homily - Christmas Midnight Mass 2015
December 24, 2015
Tonight “a great light” shines forth (Is 9:1); the light of Jesus’ birth shines all about us. How true and timely
are the words of the prophet Isaiah which we have just heard: “You have brought abundant joy and great
rejoicing” (9:2)! Our heart was already joyful in awaiting this moment; now that joy abounds and overflows,
for the promise has been at last fulfilled. Joy and gladness are a sure sign that the message contained in
the mystery of this night is truly from God. There is no room for doubt; let us leave that to the sceptics who,
by looking to reason alone, never find the truth. There is no room for the indifference which reigns in the
hearts of those unable to love for fear of losing something. All sadness has been banished, for the Child
Jesus brings true comfort to every heart.
Today, the Son of God is born, and everything changes. The Savior of the world comes to partake of our
human nature; no longer are we alone and forsaken. The Virgin offers us Her Son as the beginning of a
new life. The true light has come to illumine our lives so often beset by the darkness of sin. Today we once
more discover who we are! Tonight we have been shown the way to reach the journey’s end. Now must
we put away all fear and dread, for the light shows us the path to Bethlehem. We must not be laggards;
we are not permitted to stand idle. We must set out to see our Savior lying in a manger. This is the reason
for our joy and gladness: this Child has been “born to us”; He was “given to us”, as Isaiah proclaims (cf.
9:5). The people who for two thousand years has traversed all the pathways of the world in order to allow
every man and woman to share in this joy is now given the mission of making known “the Prince of peace”
and becoming his effective servant in the midst of the nations.
So when we hear tell of the birth of Christ, let us be silent and let the Child speak. Let us take His words to
heart in rapt contemplation of His face. If we take Him in our arms and let ourselves be embraced by Him,
He will bring us unending peace of heart. This Child teaches us what is truly essential in our lives. He was
born into the poverty of this world; there was no room in the inn for Him and His family. He found shelter
and support in a stable and was laid in a manger for animals. And yet, from this nothingness, the light of
God’s glory shines forth. From now on, the way of authentic liberation and perennial redemption is open
to every man and woman who is simple of heart. This Child, whose face radiates the goodness, mercy and
love of God the Father, trains us, His disciples, as Saint Paul says, “to reject godless ways” and the richness
of the world, in order to live “temperately, justly and devoutly” (Tit 2:12).
In a society so often intoxicated by consumerism and hedonism, wealth and extravagance, appearances
and narcissism, this Child calls us to act soberly, in other words, in a way that is simple, balanced, consistent,
capable of seeing and doing what is essential. In a world which all too often is merciless to the sinner and
lenient to the sin, we need to cultivate a strong sense of justice, to discern and to do God’s will. Amid a
culture of indifference which not infrequently turns ruthless, our style of life should instead be devout, filled
with empathy, compassion and mercy, drawn daily from the wellspring of prayer.
Like the shepherds of Bethlehem, may we too, with eyes full of amazement and wonder, gaze upon the
Child Jesus, the Son of God. And in His presence may our hearts burst forth in prayer: “Show us, Lord,
Your mercy, and grant us Your salvation” (Ps 85:8).
http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2015/12/24/pope_let_us_gaze_upon_the_child_jesus,_the_son_of_
god/1196756
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“May Christmas bring the peace to Ukraine”
25 December 2015
During his Orbi et Urbi address Pope Francis mentioned the war in Ukraine and stressed the importance
of international agreements to establish peace in the country.
“May the Christmas bring real peace to Ukraine and the relief to those suffering the consequences of the
conflict and inspire the will to complete the agreements in order to restore harmony in the whole country”,
said the Pontiff.
The United Nations human rights office (OHCHR) on December reported at least 7,962 people had been
killed and at least 17,811 have been injured since fighting broke out in eastern Ukraine in mid-April 2014.
The conflict monitor warned those were conservative estimates and the actual numbers of dead and
wounded could be much higher.
http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/catholics/vatikan/62053/

UGCC Head proclaims Ecumenical Concept of UGCC
28 December 2015
Synod of Bishops of the UGCC, held in Ivano-Frankivsk from August 31
to September 6, 2015, discussed and approved for the term of five years
the Ecumenical Concept of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church. The
document was published by the Information Department on December
25th.
The Ecumenical Concept represents the vision by the UGCC of the
fundamental principles that characterize its ecumenical position. The list
of these principles and their presentation are not exhaustive, and therefore it is expected that the faithful
of the Church and other religious communities continue further debate and improve the suggested ways
of unity.
The decree of proclamation of the Ecumenical Concept of the UGCC indicates that “the current state of
the division of Christianity can be considered a disease that will be healed only by God’s love and grace
of the Holy Spirit, and the imploring of our Lord Jesus Christ, who prayed - “that all of them may be one,
Father, just as you are in Me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that
you have sent Me” (Jn. 17, 21) cannot leave indifferent any of His followers.
The Ecumenical Concept of the UGCC will come into effect in two months from the date of its electronic
publication on the official website of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (i.e. on February 23, 2016).
Adapted from the article on: http://news.ugcc.ua/en/news/ugcc_head_proclaimed_ecumenical_concept_
of_ugcc_75682.html
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Catholics hold peace march in Kyiv
4 January 2016
Dozens of children with their
parents marched down Kyiv’s
main street Khreshchatyk on
New Year’s day in the “Peace
in all lands” march promoted
by the Catholic Church,
Ukraine Today informs.
Pope Francis, meanwhile,
enouraged his followers in
the Vatican to pray and work
for peace in any place of the
world.
The march in Kyiv and other
cities around the world
coincided with the pontiff’s
address. The peace march promoted by the Community of Sant’Egidio was held in more than 800 cities in
the world remembering all countries - like Ukraine - plagued by conflict.
http://risu.org.ua/en/index/all_news/community/62109/
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