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Highlights inside this issue: 

BISHOP JOHN BURA APPOINTED BY METROPOLITAN
 STEFAN SOROKA AS AMBASSADOR OF UKRAINIAN

 CATHOLIC CHURCH IN WASHINGTON, DC

With the ordination and installation of Bishop Bohdan Danylo as Eparch 
of St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Parma, Bishop John 
Bura returns to continue as Auxiliary Bishop of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia.  Bishop John Bura will reside in the 
former convent addition at St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary in 
Washington, DC.

Bishop Bura’s primary ministry will be to reach out to the many 
Ukrainian organizations now providing varied services in Washington, 
DC.  He will serve as an ambassador to the State Department and to 
other federal and state government organizations in matters relating 
to the interests and needs of the Ukrainian Catholic Church and of the 
Ukrainian community in Ukraine and in the USA.  His Beatitude, Patriarch 
Sviatoslav, is pleased with Bishop Bura’s willingness to fulfill this need.  
It is anticipated that our Patriarch and Bishop Bura will develop close 
ties and contact on matters and needs of our Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church in Ukraine and worldwide.

In addition to these responsibilities, Bishop Bura will assist at the seminary and in the ministerial team 
approach of the clergy in the parishes in Washington, DC and Virginia.

We welcome Bishop John Bura to this new undertaking, to which he brings incredible skills, knowledge and 
talents.  

MNOHAYA LITA Vladyka!
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Twenty Sixth Sunday after Pentecost - December 7, 2014

As Jesus was going into a village, ten men who had 
leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and called 
out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 
When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the 
priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed. One of 
them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising 
God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus’ feet 
and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. Jesus asked, 
“Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 
Has no one returned to give praise to God except this 
foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith 
has made you well.” (Lk. 17, 12 – 19)

Leprosy is better known today as Hansen’s disease. During the time of Jesus, this disease had been 
considered as dreadful. In fact, lepers had to be separated from the community. They should be placed in 
seclusion. The story of ten lepers can be interesting. Let us look into the moments of the gospel passage. 
First, the ten lepers include nine Jews and a Samaritan. We know well that Jews and Samaritans did not 
get along with each other. Jews had prejudices against the Samaritans for the latter were thought of as 
pagan, and therefore, unclean. But why, in this situation, they lived together? Now, the place of seclusion 
is somewhere in the borders of Jerusalem and Samaria. All lepers, Jews and non-Jews, are placed there. 
They are all sent there and they may have been forced by the situation to peacefully coexist. But this simply 
shows that Jews and Samaritans had the capacity to live together. They should not wait for this situation, 
that is, leprosy to come. In the same way, let us try to go beyond the limits of our relationship with one 
another. Sometimes, in an organization, we hear people saying “Sorry, I don’t think I can work with that 
person. Better find another one.” We simply put limits to the relationship, when in fact we can go beyond 
because we all have the capacity to do it. 

Second, Jesus cleansed the lepers, but he has also high respect to the law. When the lepers approached 
him, his instant reply was, “Go show yourselves to the priest!” To end the stage of seclusion, the priest would 
determine whether a leper is now ready to be reintegrated into the society. That was the law! Jesus could 
have openly done the cleansing, but, he has high respect to the Jewish law. So, he instructed the lepers to 
go to the priest. However, the compassionate Jesus cleansed the ten lepers while they were on their way 
to the priest. Jesus was aware of the situation of the lepers. He knew how demeaning it is to be separated 
from the society. Jesus made them whole. We, too, should understand the plight of those people who are 
separated from the community due to illness or other reasons. We must also contribute to make themselves 
whole. 

Third, of the ten lepers only one had realized that he had been healed by Jesus. It is ironic that the one who 
made such a realization was the only Samaritan in the group. He came back to Jesus, fell at the latter’s 
knees and thanked him. But the rest were nowhere to be found. Jesus praised this pagan, this Samaritan, 
who showed gratitude to him. Every culture and country has its own “language of gratitude.” In learning a 
foreign language, one of the important words being taught to the learner is how to say “thank you” in a 

(continued on next page)
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local dialect or language. In a sense, we would say that gratitude is universal. However, it does not follow 
that people are always grateful. We often see people whose sickness is ingratitude. There are members of 
our family who have this sickness. There are also friends, as well as members of the community who are 
ungrateful. Often we are hurt when people forget to say a word of thanks and praise for the goodness 
we have done to them. In contrast, we feel satisfaction when we receive a word of appreciation for the 
service we gave them. The gospel passage is reminder for all of us that we should always acknowledge the 
goodness that God has done in our life. God is supremely good. God is the giver of good gifts. In response 
to his goodness, we should render praise and thanksgiving to him. In the celebration of the holy Eucharist, 
we always hear some people who offer the mass “in thanksgiving for the gifts received.” It is my hope that 
this tradition would continue to serve as a reminder for us all of our responsibility to thank God always.

Twenty Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

DECEMBER 9 - The Feast of the Conception of St. Anne 

The feast of the “Conception of St Anne, when she conceived Mary, 
the Mother of God” is not a so-called “Holy Day of Obligation.” It 
technically never has been—except that the Roman Catholic Church in 
the United States designated the feast they know as the “Immaculate 
Conception” as the patronal feast of the country. In most other places—
except for Ireland and The Philippines—even the Latin Church does not 
consider it a “holy day of precept.”

A feast called the Conception of Mary arose in the Eastern Church in 
the seventh century (prior to the Great Schism of 1054). It spread to the 
West in the eighth century. In the eleventh century it received the name 
Immaculate Conception in the West. In the eighteenth century it became 
a feast of the Roman Catholic Church—the only Marian feast that came 
to the Western Church not by way of Rome, but from the Byzantine 
area to Naples; thence to Normandy during their period of dominance 
over southern Italy. From there it spread into England, France, Germany, and eventually, Rome.

Prior to Pope Pius IX’s definition of the Immaculate Conception as Church dogma, missals referred to it as 
the Feast of the Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The festal texts of this period focused more upon the 
action of her conception rather than a theological question of her preservation from original sin. A missal 
published in England in 1806 indicates the same set of prayers for the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary was used for this feast as well.

In 1854, Pius IX gave the statement Ineffabilis Deus: “The most Blessed Virgin Mary, in the first instant of 
her conception, by a singular grace and privilege granted by almighty God, in view of the merits of Jesus 
Christ, the savior of the human race, was preserved free from all stain of original sin.”

Eastern liturgical texts do not express the later-defined Roman Catholic dogma of the Immaculate Conception. 
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They do note December 9 as the Feast of the Conception by St. Anne of the Most Holy Theotokos. They 
stress that Mary was, from her conception, filled with every grace of the Holy Spirit, in view of her calling as 
the Mother of God; they do not explicitly say she was conceived without original sin as the understanding 
of this doctrine differs from the Roman Catholic articulation. All prayers affirm that Mary is “all-holy” and in 
eloquently poetic terms call her “completely sinless”.

The Eastern feast is not exactly nine months before the feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos (September 
8) as it is in the West, but a day later. This feast is not ranked among the Great Feasts of the church year, 
but is a lesser-ranking feast (Polyeleos).

Historically it appears that belief in Mary’s immunity from sin in her conception was prevalent among the 
Fathers, especially those of the Greek Church. The rhetorical character, however, of many of the passages 
prevents laying too much stress on them, and interpreting them in a strictly literal sense. However, the 
Greek Fathers never formally or explicitly discussed the question of the Immaculate Conception, about 
which an implicit reference may be found in the angel’s greeting to Mary. The angel Gabriel said, “Hail, 
full of grace, the Lord is with you” (Luke 1:28). The phrase “full of grace” is a translation of the Greek word 
kecharitomene. It therefore expresses a characteristic quality of Mary.

The U. S. Ukrainian Catholic hierarchy issued the following letter dated November 30, 
2006:

To the Clergy, Sisters, and the Faithful of the Metropolitan Province of Philadelphia for 
Ukrainians:

As long as anyone can remember, we have celebrated the Feast of the Immaculate Conception in the 
United States on December 8th as a Holy Day of Obligation. This was done so we may be in solidarity 
with our brothers and sisters of the Latin Church as this title of the Mother of God is the patron of our great 
country. In accordance with the decree (1.4) of the Synod of Bishops of the Ukrainian Catholic Church 
during the Synod of 1997 (September 14th-20th), the holy days of obligation were promulgated and the 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception was not included as a day of obligation.

As the feast of the Conception of St. Anne is celebrated on December 9th in all of the Eastern Churches 
(Gregorian Calendar) and specifically in the Ukrainian Church, we, the undersigned, promulgate that the 
Feast of the Conception of St. Anne is to be celebrated on December 9th in the United States of America. 
This will enable our Church sui iuris to be of one accord in its celebration of the Liturgical life of our Church. 
This is to take effect immediately. Given on the Feast of St. Andrew (November 30) 2006. 

+Stefan Soroka +Robert M. Moskal +Richard S. Seminack +Paul Chomnycky, O.S.B.M.

DECEMBER 9 - The Feast of the Conception of St. Anne 
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81st Anniversary of the Holodomor
 Remembered in New York

On November 22, 2014 the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA) and the Ukrainian Diaspora commemorated the 81st Anniversary 
of the HOLODOMOR - The Ukrainian Genocide of 1932-33 in Saint 
Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City. They gathered together to remember 
those who were starved to death in 1932-1933. The clergy and hierarchs of 
the Ukrainian Catholic and Orthodox Churches (Bishop Paul Chomnycky, 
OSBM of the Stamford Eparchy, CT, and Metropolitan Antony of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church) led this year’s Memorial Panakhyda (Requiem 
Service) for the repose of the souls of the millions of innocent victims of the 
Ukrainian Genocide of 1932-1933. 

Photos by Irene Rejent Saviano

Representatives from the United States 
government and the UCCA were offered an 
opportunity to deliver remarks after the 

Panakhyda.

The Dumka Choir, chants the responses to 
the Panakhyda.

Bishop Paul Chomnycky and Metropolitan 
Antony listen to the speeches after the 

Panakhyda

Children carry a Memorial Wreath.
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The White House
Office of the Press Secretary
For Immediate Release
November 21, 2014

Statement by the Press Secretary on 
Holodomor Remembrance Day

Today, we join Ukrainians around the world, including many Ukrainian-Americans, to honor the memory 
of the millions of Ukrainians starved to death in 1932 and 1933 by the barbaric policies of Stalin’s Soviet 
Union. The Holodomor, or “death by hunger,” remains one of the gravest atrocities of the last century 
and is a singularly tragic chapter in Ukrainian history.

While the suffering of the Holodomor was immeasurable, this man-made famine failed to extinguish the 
unconquerable spirit of the Ukrainian people. As we commemorate this horrific tragedy, we also pay 
tribute to the enduring strength, courage, and spirit of the people of Ukraine – qualities that Ukrainians 
continue to draw upon today as, in the face of great adversity, they seek to build a more prosperous, 
secure, and democratic state.

As we unite in remembrance of the millions of innocent victims of the Holodomor, we also reaffirm our 
shared commitment to Ukraine’s bright future, and to promoting respect for the universal human rights 
and fundamental freedoms that are the birthright of all humankind.

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/11/21/statement-press-secretary-holodomor-
remembrance-day
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ST. MICHAEL’S UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, FRACKVILLE TO 
PRESENT ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT PROCESSIONAL 

PAGEANT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 AT 5 P.M
 
FRACKVILLE, PA.--:  St. Michael’s Church extends its 
annual holiday invitation to one and all to attend the 
11th annual Christmas Candlelight Processional Pageant, 
which will be held Sunday, December 7 at 5 p.m. in St. 
Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church, West Oak Street, 
Frackville.  “The  pageant was first presented by the 
parish children in 2004.
 
The program will include the story of the Birth of Christ, 
with Scripture reading, a reenactment of the Nativity 
scene by the children of the parish, and an audience 
carol sing-a-long with many of the traditional Christmas 
carols, including Ukrainian carols.
 
A brass ensemble will perform before the program and also provide accompaniment during the 
presentation.
 
The pageant will include the participation of children portraying Joseph, Mary, the three wise men, angels, 
shepherds, and villagers.
 
The audience will sing along as traditional carols are interspersed with the narration of the Gospel accounts 
of the Nativity of the Christ Child.
 
After the Candlelight Pageant, everyone is then invited to enjoy a covered dish which will be served in the 
parish hall and St. Nicholas will make his annual visit.   The church observes the feast of St. Nicholas on 
December 6.
 
There is no admission cost and the public is invited to attend the Candlelight Pageant and the cover-dish 
St. Nicholas social which follows.

“Special Christmas Kielbasi & Holiday Roll Sale”   
Clifton Heights, PA

Since we are busy packing for the move to our new church facilities in Swarthmore, we can only 
support an abbreviated version of our Traditional Slavic Christmas Food Sale.  We are offering 
mouth-watering, high quality kielbasa for the unbelievably low price of only $11.00 per ring or 4 
links for $8.00.  In addition, we have Poppyseed and Apricot Holiday Rolls for $12.00 each.  For 
your convenience, we are able to accept your orders via email.  To place your Kielbasa & Roll 
orders, please email us at  SSPeterandPaul@verizon.net or call Kathy at (610) 328-4731 by Monday, 
December 8th.  Pickup will be at noon on Sunday, December 14th at our Church which is located 
at 100 South Penn Street in Clifton Heights, PA.
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Schedule of services at the Cathedral of the Immaculate
 Conception for Christmas 2014

Wednesday, December 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE.
9:00 p.m. Compline Lytia Service. Hierarchical Divine Liturgy (UKR/ENG).

Thursday, December 25 - CHRISTMAS DAY.
9:00 a.m. Hierarchical Divine Liturgy (UKR).

11.00 a.m. Divine Liturgy (ENG).

Friday, December 26 - SYNAXIS OF THEOTOKOS.
9.00 a.m. Divine Liturgy (UKR/ENG).

Saturday, December 27 - FEAST OF ST. STEFAN.
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy (UKR/ENG).

Thursday, January 1 – CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD.
FEAST OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT. NEW YEAR’S DAY.

10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy (UKR/ENG)

Monday, January 5 – EVE OF THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD (JORDAN).
6.30 p.m. Divine Liturgy. Blessing of Water (ENG).

Tuesday, January 6 - THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD (JORDAN).
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy. Blessing of Water (UKR).

Wednesday, January 7 - CHRISTMAS (Julian Calendar)
10:00 a.m. Christmas’ Divine Liturgy (UKR). 

Sunday, January 11 – SUNDAY AFTER THEOPHANY
3 p. m. FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS CAROLS

Snow covered domes of Ss. Cyril and 
Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Olyphant, PA on Thanskgiving 2014.  

(Photo by Lauren Telep.)
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In Philadelphia, married priests and wives find respect and acceptance

BY LOU BALDWIN 

NOVEMBER 24, 2014

The recent announcement 
that the Vatican has lifted 
the ban on the ordination 
of married men to the 
priesthood by Eastern 
Catholic Churches 
outside of their traditional 
territories including in the 
United States, Canada 
and Australia, has been 
well received by the 
affected churches.

“We are overjoyed with 
the lifting of the ban,” 
Melkite Bishop Nicholas 
Samra of Newtown, 
Mass., told Catholic 
News Service in a Nov. 
15 email message.

Here in Philadelphia, 
Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia was also 

pleased at the decree 
that was actually signed 
in June.

But “in the case of our 
church it is a recognition 
of what we have already 
been doing,” he said.

The archeparchy (akin 
to an archdiocese) of 
Philadelphia covers 
Eastern and Central 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
New Jersey, Virginia and 
Washington, D.C., with 
about 67,000 members. 
Probably half of the 
priests are married, 
according to Archbishop 
Soroka.

“When the candidates 
are properly prepared 
and educated we are 
ordaining them,” he 
said, “and there was no 
reaction from the Vatican 
so long as there was 
proper formation of the 
man, and there was no 
problem with that.”

The tradition of the Eastern 
Catholic Churches, 
which are mostly in 
Eastern Europe and the 
Middle East along with 
the Orthodox Churches, 
has always been the 
acceptance of married 
men for ordination to 
the priesthood. The rule 
is they must already be 
married at the time of 
ordination and cannot 
advance to bishop, 

unless widowed.

Also, if the spouse of the 
married priest dies, he 
cannot remarry. That is 
the same rule that applies 
to married deacons in the 
Roman Catholic Church.

When Eastern-rite 
dioceses were formed in 
areas where the Roman 
Catholic Church already 
had dioceses, opposition 
to the practice of 
ordaining married men 
arose from the Roman 
Catholic bishops, led by 
Archbishop John Ireland 
in Minneapolis. This led 
to a partial ban in such 
countries in the 1890s, 
and a formal ban “cum 
data fuerit” in 1929, which 
caused some Eastern 
Catholic congregations 
to break communion with 
Rome and join Orthodox 
Churches.

In recent years, as the 
Vatican has granted 
permission in certain 
cases for former 
Protestant married clergy 
to be ordained in the 
Catholic Church, there 
has been a greater thrust 
to lift the ban of married 
Eastern Catholic priests 
in their nontraditional 
territories.

There are now more 
married priests in the 
Roman Church in the U.S. 
than there are married 

Eastern Catholic priests in 
the country, Archbishop 
Soroka noted.

As a practical matter, 
how does having married 
priests work out?

Very well, according 
to Archbishop Soroka, 
who sees health care 
insurance the only real 
added expense. “We 
pay that and it is about 
50 percent more for a 
family,” he said.

All of his married priests 
are pastors of parishes 
and the priests and their 
wives “work as a team,” 
the archbishop said. “The 
wives are catechists, they 
teach the children, they 
work with the choir, they 
work with the sodality. 
Our people have had 
a positive experience 
with married priests. 
There is mutual respect 
for married priests and 
celibate priests.”

http://catholicphilly.
com

Metropolitan-
Archbishop

Stefan Soroka
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Pope Francis will visit two archdioceses in Philadelphia

BY LOU BALDWIN 

NOVEMBER 24, 2014

The announced visit next 
September of Pope Francis 
to the Archdioceses of 
Philadelphia for the World 
Meeting of Families is 
stirring excitement.

That isn’t a typo — the 
pope will be visiting 
the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia, headed 
by Archbishop Charles 
Chaput, and the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy 

(archdiocese) of 
Philadelphia, headed 
by Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka.

“We are going to assist at 
the Mass, our priests will 
be involved in distributing 
Communion and 
providing confessions,” 
he said.

“As a diocese, we are 
going to speak and 
celebrate the faith in the 
context of martyrdom 
when our church (in 
Ukraine) was in the 
catacombs during all 

those years under 
communism.”

Especially with what 
is happening now in 
Syria and Iraq, “we can 
speak of what it means 
to practice your faith in 
a time of persecution; 
some of our families can 
speak to that and share 
that,” Archbishop Soroka 
said.

While it has not been 
mentioned, Archbishop 
Soroka’s hope is that there 
will be on opportunity for 
Pope Francis to visit the 

Ukrainian Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception 
in Philadelphia just as 
Pope John Paul II did 
during his 1979 visit.

New artwork and artifacts 
there commemorate 
the modern Ukrainian 
martyrs, 28 of whom 
were beatified by Pope 
John Paul II in 2001.

“Our cathedral is one of 
the best kept secrets in 
Philadelphia,” Archbishop 
Soroka said.

http://catholicphilly.
com

Thanksgiving Luncheon at Ascension Manor Apartments,
 Philadelphia, PA
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Run Forth to Meet Christ

Pennsylvania Catholic Conference (PCC) Article 
December 2014

Grant your faithful, we 
pray, almighty God, the 
resolve to run forth to 
meet your Christ.

Christmas is coming; the 
race is on – shopping, 
baking, cleaning, 
decorating, socializing. 

Most of us run around 
a lot this time of year; 
but toward whom are 
we running – the Christ 
child or the cashier in the 
checkout line?

We meet Christ in our 
liturgy – his Real Presence 
is always there at Mass, 
but when we are not too 
distracted by our own 
worries we can also see 
Him in the least of our 
brothers and sisters.

Jesus tells us where to 
find him in Matthew 25: 
“For I was hungry and 
you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me 
drink, a stranger and you 
welcomed me, naked 
and you clothed me, ill 
and you cared for me, 
in prison and you visited 
me … Amen, I say to you, 

whatever you did for one 
of these least brothers of 
mine, you did for me.”

The Church teaches us to 
recognize and fulfill the 
obligations of justice and 
charity in society. We have 
a responsibility toward 
building, organizing and 
creating a functioning 
society through 
political, economic 
and administrative 
obligations. The Church 
(meaning all of us) has a 
secular mission to work 
toward the common 
good. Lay people are 
called to help build the 
kingdom of God in the 
world around us.

Common good is defined 
as the social conditions 
that allow for the 
authentic development 
of the whole person. It is 
a human right that grows 
out of the dignity that 
God assigns to every 
person.

When we slow down 
long enough to look 
for Jesus in the least of 
our brothers and sisters, 
we see how societal 
conditions may be 
contributing to poverty, 
illness, oppression, or 
ignorance.

Members of society 
contribute to the 

common good through 
their generous use of 
the spiritual, social, or 
material means they 
possess for the good 
of others and to create 
conditions that allow 
people to more easily 
live a humane existence.

Catholic charities 
agencies meet urgent 
temporal needs of many 
people. Charitable 
giving is necessary and 
important; but often the 
relief is only temporary 
and does not address the 
underlying conditions that 
caused the problem.

The Pennsylvania 
Catholic Conference 
advocates for public 
policies that improve the 
conditions for people to 
thrive. Its mission is to 
formulate positions on 
issues, officially represent 
the Church before state 
government, and to foster 
a public understanding 
of the Church’s teaching 
and concern about 
morality, health, welfare, 
human rights, education, 
and yes, the common 
good.

The PCC is an 
authoritative resource 
for the Catholics and a 
vehicle for change. Our 
website, www.pacatholic.
org, is a place for 

citizens to seek the truth 
about perplexing societal 
questions and find links 
to the Catholic Advocacy 
Network’s tools for urging 
our elected officials to 
vote in support of the 
common good.

The political challenges 
that face our nation, our 
state, and our cities and 
towns demand urgent 
moral choices on behalf 
of all citizens. Pray, 
inform your conscience, 
speak up for the common 
good, and be generous 
with your spiritual, social, 
or material means. As 
we run forth to meet our 
Christ, let’s look for Jesus 
around us and work 
toward improving our 
society for all of God’s 
children to achieve 
the happy and healthy 
existence they deserve.

_____________________

DECEMBER 2014 Column 
from the Pennsylvania 
Catholic Conference – 
the public affairs agency 
of Pennsylvania’s Catholic 
bishops and the Catholic 
dioceses of Pennsylvania. 
Stay up-to-date with 
Catholic news and issues 
at www.pacatholic.org, 
www. facebook.com/
pacatholic, and www.
twitter.com/pacatholic.



Scenes from the Cathedral’s 
Christmas Bazaar

The Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception 
held their Christmas Bazaar on November 23, 2014. Thank you 
to the many volunteers who helped make this annual fundraiser a 

success. (Photos by Walter Fedorin)
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Vibrant Parish meeting for North America & Australia 
held in Edmonton

Friday, 21 November 
2014

Edmonton: 17-
20 November 2014 
Vibrant Parish Eparchial 
Coordinators held their 
annual meeting. 

The meeting of the 
coordinators of North 
America and Australia 
for the pastoral program 
the “Vibrant Parish a 
place to encounter 
the living Christ”, was 
held in Edmonton at 
the Ukrainian Catholic 
Basilian House of Studies. 
The meeting was chaired 
and by Most Rev. Ken 
Nowakowski, bishop of 
New Westminster, British Columbia, Canada , and Head of the Implementation team   and assisted by 
Most Rev. Bohdan Danylo, Bishop of Parma, Ohio, USA and Executive Director of the Implementation 
Team, Very Rev. Dr. Andrij Onuferko, of Ottawa. 

The annual meeting was attended by Eparchial Coordinators from the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchies in N. 
America and Australia. The focus of this year’s meeting was on the introduction of a Pastoral Stewardship 
Hand Book, a review of the past year’s initiatives and preparatory work for the up-coming Patriarchal 
Sobor to be held in Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine at the end of August 2015. 

Adapted from an article on http://news.ugcc.ua

His Beatitude Sviatoslav at the commemoration of the victims 
of the Holodomor: “If we forget about the Genocide, then 

it can repeat itself.”

Sunday, 23 November 2014

“Today Ukraine is remembering and praying. It remembers the millions of innocent ones who were starved 
to death in one of the most fertile lands in the world,” stated the Father and Head of the Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic Church, His Beatitude Sviatoslav, today during the official commemoration attended by President of 
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Ukraine Petro Poroshenko 
and Prime Minister 
Arseniy Yatseniuk on 
Memorial Day for the 
Victims of the Holodomor-
Genocide during 1932-
1933, traditionally falling 
on the fourth Saturday of 
November. 

From the Ukrainian 
Greek-Catholic Church, 
participating in the 
commemoration was also 
Bishop Bohdan Dziurakh,  
UGCC Synod of Bishops 
Secretary. 

The  Major Archbishop 
reminded all, that during that time  “when millions appealed to God for justice on this land, there were few 
who talked.”   Perhaps the only one was the voice of the Servant of God, Andrey Sheptytsky, who together 
with Ukrainian bishops wrote the famous letter entitaled ‘Ukraine in pre-death convulsions.’”

“Today we have to remember, contends the Church Head  – to preserve our memory and develop it so 
that the name of each one who was deprived of a life through such methods, does not disappear from  the 
Book of Memory of our people.  We have to remember for the sake of our present, so that also today, this 
winter, there be none in Ukraine who suffer from hunger.  We should remember for the sake of our future, 
becaue if we forget this  genocide, it may well repeat itself.”

According to him, the Church and the faithful pray today.  “We pray for all: children, women, elderly, the 
flower of our Ukrainian nation, who were deprived of the right to live, that the Lord God welcome them 
in his Fatherly embrace.  We pray that the Lord God free all of us from sin, hatred, and killing” said His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav. 

After the commemoration of the memory of the victims of Holodomor – Genocide, the All-National
Action “Light a Candle” began.

May their memory be eternal!

UGCC Department of Information
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His Beatitude Sviatoslav at the commemoration of the victims 
of the Holodomor: “If we forget about the Genocide, then 

it can repeat itself.”
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“In Ukraine’s Parliament, there should be a special place for 
the Decalogue,” His Beatitude Sviatoslav 

Monday, 24 November 2014

Heads of the Churches of Ukraine, talking during the dramatic days of the Revolution of Dignity with the 
then President Yanukovych, drew his attention to God’s commandment “Thou shall not kill!” Today, other 
commandments are not less relevant: “Thou shall not steal!”, “Thou shall not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor!” 

This conviction was voiced by His Beatitude Sviatoslav, Father and Head of UGCC on November 21 at 
a meeting with the Vice-President of USA, Joseph Biden, who was in Ukraine on an official visit to mark 
the first anniversary of the Revolution of Dignity.  The meeting in  which representatives of the political 
parties of the newly-elected Parliament also participated, took place due to the initiative of U.S. Embassy 
in Ukraine.

UGCC Head made the proposition that there should be a special place in Parliament where the Ten 
Commandments, which are the basis of the moral teachings of the Church, would be displayed.

According to UGCC Prelate, this would always remind our deputies in which direction they should move 
and how to pass or not pass certain laws.

U.S. Vice-President noted the significant activity of  AU CCRO during the Revolution of Dignity  aimed 
at preserving a peaceful protest.  He also expressed his gratitude for the fact that the Church hierarchs 
together with Ukrainian politicians participated in the 62nd National Prayer Breakfast with the President of 
USA, Congrssmen and Senators which took place in February of this year.

UGCC Department of Information

http://news.ugcc.ua

The Ten Commandments 
are also known as the 

Decalogue.

His Beatitude Sviatoslav: “The Word of God tells us today 
that evil is defeated”

Monday, 24 November 2014

“Perhaps we do not have a sense of victory today. The memories of those days cause pain, bitterness, 
feeling of incompleteness of the deal that began a year ago. But now the word of God tells us that evil is 
defeated”,- said the Father and the Head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
during the Night Vigils in the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ on the first anniversary of 
the Revolution of dignity.

The evil is defeated, although final victory of it will be revealed only at the end of the human history. But 
anyone who fights against evil gets to help the host of heaven, Archangel Michael, angels and archangels”- 

(continued on next page)
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assured the Preacher.

And as long, convinced the Head of the Church, we are on the side of good - we are invincible. So a year 
ago we began our victory that we have to accomplish together”.

His Beatitude Sviatoslav spoke about the events of a year ago. He remembered that a year ago started 
the event that will go into history as the Revolution of dignity. “Looking at the face of God - says the Head 
of the Church - we want to remember a young Ukraine, boys and girls, whose blood was shed on Maidan. 
We want to remember how they woke up Ukraine by their example.  After that brutal force hundreds of 
thousands of people came to witness the dignity of the human person - to show that the Ukrainians never 
put up with evil, falsehood, violence, corruption, the fact that someone is trying to steal our freedom, 
independence and our Ukrainian state. We would like to recall how the church become the core of love 
and respect. As the Patriarchal Cathedral turned into father’s home, where was opened the so-called 
“patriarchal Kryyivka” where thousands of people have taken the refuge”.

He noted that on 21 November is also a special moment for the Eastern Rite Christians, because on this day 
we celebrate the memory of Archangel Michael and the Convocation of fair heavenly bodiless powers. This 
feast in the Christian sense - Victory Day. “We know that our soldiers who take part in the ATO, look for 
the icon of Archangel Michael, and feel that the sky is fighting for us, for those who are in truth” - considers 
the Archbishop.

In the Patriarchal Cathedral on that day they prayed for all those who have suffered this year. “Especially 
we recall the heroes of Heavenly Hundred and all those who gave their lives for the independence of 
Ukraine at Donbass. We pray for all those who are ready to make a clean sacrifice of their lives for the 
better brighter Christian future of Ukraine. Today we especially pray for the wounded, those who have on 
their body wounds of victory of good. For those who have lost their loved ones in the captivity ...”- said the 
Preacher.

The Head of the UGCC remarked that all the agreements, contracts, guaranteeing our state security, 
territorial integrity, in no time became invalid, “because our allies do not have the courage to fulfill these 
agreements”. “It turned out that the only immutable ally of Ukrainian people is our God. And He is faithful. 
The word of the faithfulness of God to His covenant with man, the word of faith of God to every Christian, 
included in this covenant is the key of all Scripture. And today, on the anniversary of the beginning of a 
new history of our country, we thank God for His faithfulness, “- said His Beatitude Sviatoslav.

UGCC Department of Information
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His Beatitude Sviatoslav: “The Word of God tells us today 
that evil is defeated”
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The Head of the UGCC: “Youth found in the Ukrainian Church 
their mother, teacher and protector”

Tuesday, 02 December 2014

Escaping from the murderous hand, our young people, girls and boys, found in Ukrainian church their 
mother, teacher and protector. That was said by the Father and Head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church His Beatitude Sviatoslav during the interfaith Prayer service at St. Michael’s Square on 30 November, 
the first anniversary of beating students by the criminal regime at Independence Square.

“This holy abode (St. Michael’s Cathedral. - Ed.), which once, in times of enemy invasions, became the refuge 
of the persecuted and oppressed, and on this day woke up Ukraine, awakened conscience, awakened in 
us the desire of goodness, justice and freedom” - marked His Beatitude Sviatoslav.

The Head of the UGCC remembered as “our churches, our monasteries turned into hospitals, centers of 
love and solidarity, love to neighbor”. “Today we remember that. We pray for our nation and ask the Lord 
God forces to withstand  in the fight, which began a year ago”,- said the Archbishop.

He thanked all those who now pray and do good for the benefit of Ukraine.

Prince Yaroslav the Wise gave under the Protection of the Virgin Mary the people of Kievan Rus. The Head 
of the Church recalled that with the initiative of the UGCC faithful  this year, on the eve of the feast of the 
Annunciation, we renewed the act of dedication of Ukrainian people under the Protection of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. “We are confident that the Virgin Mary takes us in prayer. We know the ancient tradition of 
Ukrainian Kyiv that till the time Kyiv Oranta is among us - the Indestructible wall with hands lifted to God, 
you and I are invincible”, - said the Archbishop.

He urged anyone and everyone to pray. “Do not lose your hearts. Let’s continue in fasting and prayer for 
Ukraine. And the Blessed Virgin Mary, our Heavenly Mother will protect us, cover with Her omophorion our 
soldiers, all those forced to leave their homes, protect the wounded, prisoners, those who suffer from abuse. 
Let Her be our mother - patroness and prayer for Ukrainian people”, - said the Head of the Church.

UGCC Department of Information
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Saturday 10:00AM – 7:00PM  Sunday 10:00AM – 2:00PM 
 

Featuring: 
 HOLY SUPPER - “СВЯТА ВЕЧЕРЯ” TABLE 
 HOME-BAKED CAKES AND COOKIES 
 UKRAINIAN TABLE: CDS, CHRISTMAS CARDS, 

EMBROIDERIES, CERAMICS 
 FOOD COURT SERVING TRADITIONAL UKRAINIAN 

“PIEROGIES  &  HOLUBTSI” 
 RAFFLE   &   REFRESHMENTS 

 


